SPECIAL

EDITION.

THE FREETHIHKER.

S3X)1TB3l1> BY
Sub-Editor— J

N ovember

Yol. Y.—No. 47.]

PROSECUTION OF
“THE FREETHINKER ”
GLASGOW.

AT

LATEST NEWS.

T he London, evening papers on Wednesday announced
Mr.
Freethinker.”

Ferguson’s sentence “ for selling a paper called the

How delightfully naive. One would think
those gentlemen of the press had never heard of the Free-
thinker before, whereas they are all well acquainted with it
and many of them chuckle over it in private. As a matter of
fact, tiO, the Freethinker is better known throughout the
country than any of the London evening journals. It goes
into every town, and almost every village in Great Britain,
and has readers in every pait of the world where the

English language is spoken.

The Pall Mall
“ The Freethinker and General

Gazette had a special paragraph, headed
Booth,” which stated that
Mr. Ferguson was sentenced to fourteen days’ imprison-
ment for selling the Freethinker, “ containing a representa-
tion of General Booth and Bramwell Booth, and holding up
to ridicule and derision the following words from the Bible
— ‘Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatick, and
sore vexed.”” According to this, God Almighty is no-
where, and the question becomes one between us and the
Booths. The Pall Mall Gazette people are hand in glove
with the Salvationists, but we hardly expected they would
go as far as this. We suppose Mr. Stead’s next agitation

will have for its object a Blasphemy Law Amendment

Act, making it a penal offence to ridicule the Salvation
Army or its chief showman. Gladstone may be satirised in
the comic papers, and charged inferentially with arson,
assassination and plunder; Chamberlain may be put in the
most contemptible positions ; Bradlaugh may be caricatured
to the likeness of an ape; and Churchill may be depicted in
every variety of impudence and imposture. But let no one
deride the sacred bosses of the Salvation Army, or dare to
insinuate that their performances are not as majestic as a

Greek tragedy.

L ast Sunday morning a meeting of members and friends
of the Glasgow Secular Society was held in the Ram’s Horn
Assembly Room, Ingram Street, to consider Mr. Ferguson’s
and much dis-

prosecution. Great enthusiasm prevailed,

cussion took place on various suggestions. Eventually a

resolution was passed pledging the Society to defend Mr.
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Ferguson and to maintain as far as possible the sale of the
Freethinker in Glasgow. A sub-committee of four was
appointed, consisting of Messrs. Brown, McLean, Forrester
A

Freethinkers are

and Wallace, to take all necessary steps in the matter.
jDefence Funl was opened which the local

lalready supporting in the most admirable manner.

A nother meeting was held at the Ram’s Horn Assembly

iRoom on Wednesday evening last. There was a large

]attendance. It was moved by Mr. Thomson, seconded by
Mr. Robertson, and carried— “ That this meeting resolves
to support Mr. Robert Ferguson or others prosecuted for

selling the Freethinker in Glasgow under the infamous
Police Act, and appeals to all free men and lovers of the
right of private judgment to assist in resisting tyranny or
force in speculative matters.”
It was also moved by Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr,
Allan, and carried— “ That this meeting remit to the Com-
mittee of the Glasgow Secular Society the carrying on of

the sale of the Freethinker in Glasgow.”

In writing the article in our ordinary number, which

we were under the impression that

but

appears elsewhere,

Mr. Ferguson was out on bail pending the appeal,
we find that he was taken into custody at once and removed
to the Glasgow Gaol. Mr. Angus Campbell, whose letter
we publish in another column, appears to have prosecuted
the appeal with great promptitude and vigor. His journey
to Edinburgh on Thursday was quite successful, and late
in the evening we received the following telegram :— “ Not-

withstanding strenuous opposition, Lord Adam to-day

granted interim liberation on security of £10. Ferguson

liberated to-morrow.” So the gallant veteran is free to
smoke his pipe by bis own fireside again, and we hope he
will never return to Glasgow Gaol to serve the remainder

of his sentence.

W e regret that we unwittingly did Mr. Ferguson an

injustice. When he appeared at the police court on the
14th inst, his counsel could not be present and senta clerk
to represent him. This gentleman asked for apostponement
of the case in order that his principal might conduct the

defence in person. The stipendiary magistrate, however,
would grant no delay unless Mr. Ferguson promised not ts
sell the Freethinker in the interim. Our old friend refusid
point-blank, whereupon the magistrate threatened to send
officers to bis shop to seize the stock. Mr. Ferguson’s
friends then advised him to agree to the conditions for a
few days, and he reluctantly complied. In a letter to us,
dated the 17th
But 1

account.”

inst.,, he says: {I1 had no other alternative.

will not stop the sale after Wednesday on any
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Me. Foeresteb in his last letter, which reaches us as we
go to press, says that “ Mr. Ferguson told me personally he
would not pay even two pounds to save him fourteen days.
One of the pluckiest things we ever heard from an old man

of eighty.

Me. Forbestee writes us :— “ Fight we will, and the Free-
thinker will be sold in Glasgow in spite of the police. In
the event of Mr. Ferguson being committed to prison,
several very able friends have volunteered to take his place

and continue the sale although they should go to prison.”

Me. Foeeestee also informs us that “ Three young men
are ready, if need be, to take Mr. Ferguson’s place in the
shop, on condition that their mothers and families are pro-
vided for if they should go to gaol.” "We are delighted to
see this brave spirit, and we beg to assure the “ young men,”
that they need be under no apprehension as to the welfare

of those dependent on them.

In conclusion we beg to impress on our friends the neces-
sity of a prompt and generous response to our appeal for
funds. The battle must be fought out at law, for if the
Freethinker can be suppressed by local magistrates, without
trial by jury, neither this journal nor any other is safe for
a single day. While we were in prison one writer in the
Fortnightly Review actually proposed that Blasphemy should
be dealt with in a summary way, without the defendant
being allowed to make a speech and so spread his pernicious
views. But we are not yet come to that pass, although we
should soon reach it if the Glasgow magistrate is allowed
full swing. Let our readers remember then that every un-
popular journal is threatened, and that without their assist-
ance poor Mr. Ferguson may have to spend his Christmas

holiday in gaol.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
POLICE COURT.

IN THE

T he following report is taken from the Glasgow papers, the
independent report we arranged for not having arrived.
Perhaps the reporters were frightened, or their manuscript

has been delayed.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18th.

At the Central Police Court this morning— Stipendiary
Gemmel on the bench— an old man named Robert Fergu-
son, carrying on business as a stationer in Ingram Street,
and residing in Main Street, Gorbals, appeared at the bar
to answer to a charge of having contravened the Glasgow
Police Act, by offering for sale on the 11th November to the
public generally, and in particular selling to Detective
William Phillips (1) a copy of a paper entitled the Free-
thinker, containing on the first page a profane drawing or
representation, entitled, “ Comic Bible Sketch, No. 138,
holding up to ridicule and derision the following verses from
the Bible— viz., “ Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of
God and took hold of it, for the oxen shook

it; and the
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anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God
smote him there for his error, and, there he died by the ark
of God” (2 Sam. xi., 6, 7), 'the date of said paper being
25th October; (2) a copy of the Freethinker, containing on
the first page a profane drawing or representation, entitled,
“ Booth and Bramwell,” holding up to ridicule and derision
the following words from the Bible— viz., “ Lord, have
mercy on my son, for he is a lunatick, and sore vexed ”
(Matt, xvii., 15), the date on said paper being 1st November.,
It was stated in the complaint that he was liable to a penalty
not exceeding 40s., with the alternative of 14 days’ im-
prisonment, or alternatively to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 14 days.

Mr. who appeared for the
accused, took objection to the relevancy of the charge and
He held that the
contents of the periodicals amounted to blasphemy, being a

A ngus Campbell, writer,
the competency of the Court to decide it.

more serious charge than that of profanity. If the Stipen-

diary sustained the charge as competent, he was making

competent in a Police Court the trial of offences of all

kinds against religion. He would be extending jurisdiction

to an inferior Court in offences which at one time had

attached to them the penalty of death. He admitted that
the publication was of a most blasphemous character, and:
that it was a case worthy of the highest criminal Court in

the country. Mr. Campbell quoted several authorities in,

support of his contention.
The Stipendiary said it might be that the publication
was blasphemous, but that was not the charge preferred

against the accused. It was that he sold, or offered for

sale, a copy of a paper on which was a profane drawing or
representation ; and he had, first of all, to decide whether

that was a relevant charge. It might amount to a charge

He
held that the charge was a relevant one under the Glasgow

Police Act.

D etective P hillips stated that on the 11th November
he went to the premises of accused, accompanied by Detec-
tive McKay, and purchased two copies of the Freethinker
which he got from among a number of papers exposed for'
sale on the counter.

By Me. Campbell.— He looked upon the illustrations as
very scurrilous and as an attack upon God and religion.
McKay corroborated, and stated
defender sold the papers, copies of which were produced.

May Robbie, a little girl, stated that she was shop and
message girl in the employ of the defender. He was in the
habit of receiving about 200 copies of the Freethinker
weekly.

For the defence, a Mr. Jamieson said the Freethinker was
edited by Mr. Foote, and published in London. It was in,
the sixth year of its publication. He had read the Free-
thinker for several years.

Mr. Donald M’'Phee (Procurator-Fiscal)— |
that you took the oath. Do you believe in God ?

Witness— Taking the oath implies acquaintance in the
dogma of Divine existence. | am not capable of defining
God, but I am capable of believing in a Supreme existence.

Mr. M'P hee— Cllld)(ll"conception of a God be defined;
with reverence ?

Witness— Yes.

Mr. M'P hee (handing witness the two copies of the Free-
thinker)— Look at these representations ; one is entitled “ A
Comic Bible Sketch.” Can you explain what it is intended
to represent ? Isn’t it too horrible to express in words ?

Witness— | regard it as an attempt on the part of the-
artist to ridicule what he considers a ridiculous conception
of God.

Mr. M'Phee— By presenting God, who is commonly
believed in, in a most ridiculous and abominable way.

Witness— Of course, a man cannot be guilty of irreverence
who does not believe in God. The editor does not believe
in God.

Mr. Campbell stated that he looked upon the paper with
repugnance, but ~the prosecution would only increase its
circulation. Besides, it could be sold in the suburbs, to
which the Glasgow Police Act did not apply.

of blasphemy, but Le had nothing to do with that.

D etective that

noticed
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The Stipendiary— The case could be brought up there
under the General Police Act.

Mr. Campbell—Well, in any case that Act would only
apply to police burghs. Accused had been 24 or 25 years
in business, and this was the first charge that had been
brought against him.

The Stipendiary said that on the evidence which had
been led he found the defender guilty of selling the two
copies of the Freethinker, He agreed with Mr. Campbell
that these proceedings might not put an end to the
sale of the paper, but, so far as possible, he would do what
he could to prevent its further circulation. Before he
passed sentence, he wished to know whether the defender
was to sell any more of the papers.

Accused stated to his agent that he declined to give any
such obligation, as he could not say what the other papers
would contain. He would, however, examine them, and use
his judgment before selling them.

The Stipendiary— Then | impose a punishment of im-
prisonment for fourteen days.

Mr. Campbell intimated an appeal.

( Continued onpage 372).

ACID DROPS.

Owing to the Glasgow prosecution, we are unable to find space
for our promised leader on Mr. Stead’s case. Fortunately we
have already, at various times, expressed our views on the general
subject. Mr. Stead has been removed from Coldbath Fields to
Holloway Gaol, where he will be treated as a first-class mis-
demeanant, wearing his own clothes, eating his own food, drinking
his own drink (champagne if he likes), having books, papers and
writing materials, receiving and answering letters, and enjoying
the visits of his wife and friends. What a remarkably cheap
martyrdom ! As prisoners sometimes say in the dock, we could
have done three months of that “ on our head.” Mr. Stead was
visited by a Christian minister on the first day of his imprison-
ment, and nearly all the Christian papers called either for his
'release or for his being removed from a criminal cell. Not one
of them asked the same thing for us, although onr offence was
purely fanciful, and Mr. Stead's was one of downright brutality
to a poor man's daughter and villainous slander of the mother.
Being a Christian makes all the difference. If you have only a
reputation for “ piety ” and have a lot of “ pious” friends you
may do pretty much as you like without fear of the consequences.

A nother thing. Why does the Home Secretary, and why do
all the pious screamers, make a difference in Mr. Stead's case ?
Poor Jacques, whom he employed, and who cannot be quite as
guilty as the principal, is lost sight of altogether, and eats his
eskilly in Coldbath Fields apparently without a thought of his
sufferings disturbing the mind of any of Mr. Stead s supporters.
The French midwife, on whom they relied so much, languishes
in the same obscurity, and not a petition is sent in for poor
<Rebecca, whom Mr. Stead forced into the business, according to
his own confession, against her will. Whatever glory there is
in the business Rebecca deserves. But Mr. Stead gets it all, as
well as the lightest punishment.

The notions of chivalry entertained by Mr. Stead and the
eshrieking sisterhood are very peculiar. They are very anxious
about poor women'’s daughters, yet they abduct Eliza Armstrong
from a home no better and no worse than thousands of others,
and they persist in accusing the mother of the most abominable
ecrime a mother could commit, although the judge and jury, as
well as every sensible man and woman, are satisfied of her inno-
cence. If this is Christian chivalry the less we have of it the
better. o

W hat do Cardinal Manning and the Archbishop of Canterbury
and Samuel Morley aay now ? Their secret investigation at the
.Mansion House is directly at variance in its results with the open
investigation at the Old Bailey. The fact is they only heard one
side, which is a Christian virtue all the world over. Of course they
displayed as much common sense, and as much idea of the laws
of evidence, as could be expected. Two eminent sky-pilots and
a professional philanthropist might be expected to go wrong on
any subject. Fancy what a mess they would make of their dog-
mas and their “ history ” if they had to defend them in open
court against the Attorney-General and Mr. Poland, briefed by
Common Sense and Fair Play.

T he Weekly Times and Echo says: - When Messrs. Foote and
Ramsey were sentenced to a good deal more of the same sort of
thing some time back by Justice North, no ministers visited them
in gaol, or published harrowing descriptions of the hardships
they were undergoing. They surely did not deserve imprisonment
more than Mr. Stead does, but their friends decently abstained
from bewailing their fate in the doleful manner peculiar to the
sympathisers with thel Secret Commission.””

The Freethinker.

371

John the Baptist Freund has got another month’simprisonment
for brawling in St. Paul's Cathedral. He was only carrying out
the Lord’s commission to predict vengeance on the ungodly.

In the list of members of “ The Ritualistic Conspiracy,” pub-
lished in the English Churchman, appears the name of the Rev.
F. T. Hetting, the chaplain to the Marquis of Salisbury, who is
marked as an extreme Ritualist.

T he checks which the religionists have received in France have
induced a great increase of the nunneries and sisterhoods in
England. Mr. Newdigate Newdegate is a bigot, but his bill for
“ the inspection of convents” was not so uncalled for as many
lovers of liberty imagine.

That eminently meek and mild Christian Archdeacon Denison
has met with a rather warm reception in Somersetshire in conse-
quence of his abuse of Mr. Gladstone. He tells his hearers that
they may as well cheer for the Devil as for the Liberal leader.
The other night, when he presided at a meeting in Taunton in
defence of Church and State, he was greeted with hissing and
hooting, aad great disturbance ensued. Chairs were smashed,
ladies fainted, and the meeting broke up in confusion. Several
free fights occurred. “ Christian ” gentleness of speech naturally
provokes “ Christian” gentleness of action.

The Archdeacon of Taunton was enthusiastically received by
the Conservatives of East Brent. In his speech he told them he
was not a politician, but he stood up for the connection of Church
and State. To disendow the Church, he said, was to rob God.
This is the first time we ever heard that any such person as God
was recognised at law as an owner of property. On the other
hand, we fancy we have read somewhere that very similar exclam-
ations were used by a silversmith called Demetrius against a
pestilent agitator named Paul.

T he Rev. R. H. Muir has issued a letter on the Disestablishment
of the Church of Scotland, in which he denounces the proposed
measure as a deliberate and intentional national apostasy from
the Christian faith, and threatens dreadful judgments from God
if it be carried out. Mr. Muir is a specimen of the sky-pilots
who affect to believe that the sky will fall if their own livings are
in danger, and who do not scruple to attribute their own folly
and malignancy to the God of the Universe.

A writer in the City Press laments the fact that Reuben May
“ does not stop the mouth of scandal by publishing balance
sheets yet at the same time he butters Reuben in a way that
would make the editor of Truth stare. He says that out of
Reuben’s funds 60,000 meals were supplied during the winter,
but he does not say how many of them were consumed by the
noble Reuben and his family and relations.

T he Rev. Henry Elwell Smith, of L:verpool, is a distinguished
ornament to the Church of England. He seduces the widow of
a brother clergyman, and then assaults her in the public street
and tries to take awAy her character. At present he has got off
with a fine, but no doubt the matter will come before the bishop,
and he may have to pay further for indulging his passions.

T he Rev. James Le Fleming Mitchell, curate of Sotterly, was
visited one evening by a constable, who came to serve him with
asummons. Seizing a candlestick, the irascible sky-pilot tried
to print the pattern upon the man of law's face; for which
summary action the magistrates summarily gave him seven days’
hard labor. Oakum and reflection will probably tone down the
reverend gentleman’s exuberance.

A rchdeacon Foulkes, of St. Asaph, is of opinion that working
men are not fit to be entrusted with local government. His
state of mind is easily explained. lie receives £350 a year for
residing in the city three months out of every twelve.

An inquest on a servant girl in the employ of the Rev. R. E.
Bambrough, Wesleyan Minister of Barnsley, who died covered
with bruises, resulted in the very mild verdict “ that deceased
should have had more attention shown to her.”

The London Echo notices “ a lack of the Christian spirit”
among the teachers of religion who so frequently make a charge
of Atheism against Liberal candidates “ without the shadow of a
shade of evidence.” This only shows how little the Echo knows
“ the Christian spirit.” Anybody who reads our “ Crimes of
Christianity ” will see that these clergymen are true to the great
traditions of their faith.

T he Echo further thinks that these imputations of Atheism are
“ a powerful testimony to the religious spirit of the British
people.” We think so too, but in quite another sense than our
contemporary.

Mr. John Morley is a great friend of liberty, and Mr.
Joseph Cowen is a greater friend still.  Curiously, however,
though both of them privately disapproved our imprisonment,
neither of them could be induced to sign the public memorial
for our release. So far as Freethinkers can press these Liberal
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Members of Parliament we shall get justice from them, but
not an inch farther, Most of them would see Freethinkers
burnt alive without lifting a finger to save them, if inaction
did not imperil their seats. It is worth remembering that the
only Member of Parliament who could be got to question the
Government on our case was Mr. Peter Taylor, who is a thorough-
going Freethinker. All the other Radicals were dumb.

Servia and Bulgaria are flying at each other’s throat, and both
call on God for victory. His answer will depend on a good many
causes. How will Russia act, and how Austria? What will
the other powers do ? Will the winter set in severely and
make the country impassable? And so on. Answer all these
questions accurately, estimate the relative strengths of Servia
and Bulgaria, and you may predict to a certainty what God will
do ; for, as Napoleon says, Providence is always on the side of
the strongest battalions.

P oor Bulgaria is suddenly invaded by Servia, which cannot
afford to lose so good an opportunity of plundering and slaying
brother Christians. Roumania is also demanding that Silistria
shall he ceded to her by the Bulgarians. Montenegro and
Greece are arming for the fray. All these petty Christian powers
seem far more anxious to despoil or ruin each other than to com-
bine against their common enemy, the Turk. Of what value is
their Christianity ?

A ccording to the latest reports the Mahdi left a hundred and
forty-five better halves to mourn his loss. What apenchant pro-
phets always have for women ! No doubt some other man of God,
perhaps the Mahdi's successor, will console the hundred and
forty-five widows.

The Bishop of St. Davids owns that the great mass of mankind
“ are neither saints nor reprobates,neither fit for eternal life, nor
deserving of eternal death.” He says: “ The terrible chiaroscuro
of good and evil, of which we read in Scripture and in history,
seems to have gradually toned down. In morals as in other
things, men appear to be settling, under the pressure of a con-
ventional system, to a dead level of mediocrity.” But all this
don’t fit in with Gospel theory and Evangelicalism. If the mass
of mankind are not deserving of hell-fire how can the Christian
approve of the action of their God who sends them there ? The
only remedy for the puzzled bishop to adopt will be to turn
Roman Catholic and then he can send all this massof mediocrity
to purgatory, and so escape the insuperable difficulty of classify-
ing all men as either extremely good or extremely bad.

It appears from the Church Bedew that many curates aré of
opinion that their position cannot be much worse under dis-
establishment. They complain that if without influence they
have no chance of promotion in age to any of the better paid
offices of the church and that they are continually at the mercy
of the caprices of a vicar or a vicar's wife, liable at any moment
to be dismissed for incompetence if unpopular and from motives
of jealousy if more popular than the vicar.

The London hoardings are plastered with big bills headed
“ The Church of our Fathers.” It calls on the electors to defend
the Establishment, and is signed by a dozen or two of the “nobs,”
including several members of the House of Lords. The only
truthful part of the bill is its heading. The signatories are right
in saying ‘LThe Church of our Fathers,” for half the nobility
derive their estates from the spoliation of the old Church of
England in the reign of Henry the Eighth, while their predatory
ancestors set up the new Church which is now threatened.

The Rock endorses the circular sent forth by our Archbishops
calling attention to the approach of the “ Day of Intercession for
Missions.” The prayers of the whole Church, it appears, are
“urgently needed.” We are to pray that more volunteers for
the missionary work may come forward, and each one is to ask
himself while he prays, “ Why should not I go ?” But the editor
and staff of the Rock don't go. The Archbishops don't go.
They know too well on which side their bread is buttered.
Hardly anybody goes, unless by so doing he can get a better
salary or more notoriety.

THE SOLICITOR'S ACCOUNT.

Mr. Angus Campbell writes as follows :(—

Sib,—A's the solicitor who conducted the defence of Mr.
Ferguson, who to-day was, by our stipendiary magistrate, sent
to prison for fourteen days, -without the option of a fine, and
as your readers will doubtless desire to have an accurate notion
of the case, | take the liberty of writing you on the subject.

The prosecution is founded upon the Glasgow Police Act,
which is directed against “ every person who offers for sale or
distribution, or who sells, distributes or publicly exhibits any
profane, indecent or obscene book, paper, print, photograph,
drawing, painting or representation,” and to that offence
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attaches the penalty of imprisonment for fourteen days, or,
in the option of the magistrate, such imprisonment with the
pecuniary alternative of a fine not exceeding 40s. The charge
against Mr. Ferguson was that he sold to a detective officer
two copies of the Freethinker—the issues of October 25 and
1st November respectively—and that the particular represen-
tations thereon were profane. On behalf of Mr. Ferguson, |
maintained that the police magistrate in such a question had
no jurisdiction, and | did so on tbs grounds that from an
orthodox standpoint the word “ profane” was inappropriate,,
the woodcuts and their relative texts being blasphemous—
b’asphemy being a crime not cognisable in the police court;
that the prosecution was opposed to the liberty of the press
and would place the existence of journals at the discretion,
or want of discretion, of local magistrates ; that the accused,
desired to be tried by a higher tribunal; that he was not the
publisher, editor, or in any way responsible for the Freethinker
and its contents, and that the papers were sold in the ordinary-
course of business. | also strongly maintained—also from an
orthodox point of view—that the prosecution would utterly
defeat its ostensible purpose, giving, as it necessarily would,
publicity to the newspaper attacked, as well as increased cir-
culation, and that the interests of the established religion
itself would be best served by entirely ignoring such com-
plaints and leaving the matter in the hands of the public. |
admitted again, from an orthodox point of view, that the car-
toons were not defensible, and think so still; but 1 am also
strongly of opinion that the conviction is bad. 1 hold that
opinion upon the following grounds :(— (1) That seriously con-
sidered from the orthodox standpoint, the cartoons are not only
profane but blasphemous, and according to our law profanity
and blasphemy are distinct and separate crimes. No doubt
blasphemy includes profanity, as murder includes assault,
but the jurisdiction of the local magistrates being strictly
limited, and profanity and not blasphemy being the subject
matter of jurisdiction, the Public Prosecutor was not entitled
to minimise the charge of blasphemy into one of profanity,
and so bring—what would otherwise not be competent—the
case before the police court. (2) | have grave doubts as to
whether newspapers are within the scope of the statute at all;
they are not referred to per expressum, and | can scarcely sup-
pose it ever was in the contemplation of the Legislature to
insert in a local Police Act a clause which would amount to
censorship of the press in its worst conceivable fform—
placing in the hands of local nobodies the considera-
tion and disposal of questions as to which was or was
not profane, libellous, indecent, or even blasphemous, in a.
public newspaper; (3) that the sentence pronounced is
in the circumstance excessive. It is the highest possible ; and
notwithstanding the present being the first case of the kind
tried, the accused has been denied the option of a fine. On
this ground alone, | lean to the opinion that our Supreme
Court would be disposed to quash the sentence. | have ad-
vised An Appeal, or as it is called in Scotland, suspension of
the whole proceedings, and have been instructed accordingly.
To-morrow the case will be submitted to one of our Supreme
Court Judges in Chambers, when | hope to get an interim
order of release, and the whole question will fall to be dis-
posed of in a few weeks before the High Court of Justiciary
at Edinburgh.

I would not have thought it necessary to write you, but that
as usual | find our looal papers remarkable iu such cases for
the suppressio veri et suggestio falsi—Tours truly,

A ngus Campbell.

109 West George Street, Glasgow,

Nov. 18, 1885.

THE GLASGOW PROSECUTION.

{This article appeared in our ordinary edition.")

For the first time since the City police worried Mr. Cattell,
at the time of our own prosecution, a newsagent is sum-
moned for selling the Freethinker. Since our release from
prison the old policy of the Freethinker ha3 been resumed
and continued, yet the authorities, who have frequently
had it pressed on their attention, have refrained from inter-
fering with u3 again. Probably they think the success of
their previous efforts to suppress this journal not very en-
couraging. At any rate, they have left us alone, although
we have flagrantly defied bigotry in every num-
ber. What the Crown officials wisely shrink from
doing, however, the Glasgow police have undertaken, after
the manner of those fools in the poem, who rush in where
angels fear to tread. Drest in a little brief authority, these
guardians of the peace, whose proper business is to look
after our shutters, presume to be the censors of the press,
and to decide what the citizens shall and shall not read.
Have they no legitimate work to do in Glasgow, that they
have so much leisure on their hands ? Are there no cri-
minals at large in that city ? Are there no undetected

SlSsetiMLw».-.- ..



November 22,1885.]

offences against the ordinary law ? Is there no drunken-
ness in the streets? And is the open-air society in the
Trongate and the Saltmarket so refined at last, that the
police mn3t turn their attention to a paper which i3 quietly
read by the most orderly and inoffensive section of the
community ? Or are they so disgusted at the way in which
Freethinkers keep out of the police courts, that they must
drag one in by main force, on a trumped-up charge of a
purely imaginary crime ?

The unlucky newsagent singled out for attack is Mr.
Robert Ferguson, an old man of eighty, whose long and
blameless life has been associated with Freethought. He
was, in his young days, a disciple of Robert Owen, and when
the Socialist movement collapsed he identified himself with
the new party of Secularism, which carried on the propa-
ganda of what was best in its principles. Mr. Ferguson
has sold the Freethinker openly ever since its first appear-
ance, exhibiting the contents-sheet outside his shop, and
transacting his business like a man in open daylight.
Until now he has neither been molested nor threatened.
For four years and a half he has sold this journal over his
counter to all comers, and during all that time the police
never suspected him of vending poison. What has aroused
their suspicion? Can it be that some local sky-pilot,
burning with the hatred of what he cannot answer, has
invoked the magistrates and the constables to avenge the
insult to his trade ?

On Wednesday and Thursday in last week two common
detectives visited Mr. Ferguson’s shop, and purchased some
hack numbers of the Freethinker. Before leaving they told
him their errand, took his name and address, and warned
him to expect a prosecution. The next day he received a
summons to appear on Saturday morning at nine o'clock at
the police-court, which is pretty sharp work even for
bigotry. Tbe numbers selected for attack were 43 and 44,
for Oct. 25 and Nov. 1. Directly the news wa3 telegraphed
to us we instructed counsel to be engaged at our expense ;
and wo advised Mr. Ferguson by letter a3 well as we could
without being in full possession of the details. Of course,
we hold ourselves responsible for the C03t3, but oar income
is not a large one, and we have many claims on it. We
therefore appeal, without hesitation, to our many friends to
assist u3 with their subscriptions until this question is
fought out. Every halfpenny received will be acknow-
ledged and accounted for, and the balance-sheet audited by
two members of the Glasgow Society and two members of
the Executive Council of the National Secular Society.

Mr. Forrester, one of the most active Freethinkers in
Glasgow, informs us that great difficulty was experienced
in obtaining the services of a “ writer.” But eventually one
was secured, and, on the ground that he wanted time to
look into the case, it wa3 postponed till the following

Wednesday, Mr. Ferguson promising not to sell in the
meantime. A notice was exhibited in his window to
this effect— “ In this shop, the sale of the Freethinker is

stopped until further notice, being prosecuted by the
police.” Meanwhile the Society is devising plans for
selling in the streets or elsewhere, and we feel sure there
is pluck enough among it3 members to teach the police a
memorable lesson.

Mr. Ferguson is prosecuted under the Glasgow Police Act
of 1866, section 135, clause 18, which enacts that “ Every
Person who offers for Sale or Distribution, or who sells,
distributes, or publicly exhibits, any profane, indecent or
obscene Book, Paper, Print, Photograph, Drawing, Paint-
ing, or Representation ” shall be liable “ To a Penalty of
Forty Shillings, or alternatively, without Penalty, to Im-
prisonment for Fourteen Days.”

The illustrations in Nos. 43 and 44 are prosecuted as
Profane, which is a very elastic term, and might be con-
strued to mean auything displeasing to a Christian.
Properly speaking, every publication which is not religious
is profane. The Glasgow magistrates seem to be entrusted
with very wide powers.

On Wednesday morning Mr. Ferguson appeared again
at the police court, and was sentenced to the full penalty
of fourteen days’ imprisonment. Meanwhile bail is lodged
on an appeal for quashing the conviction. Mr. Ferguson
may not go to prison after all, but if he does, his interests
shall be looked after in his absence.

Mr. Gladstone once said that English civilisation carried
the blessing of toleration wherever it went, and Liberal
orators are never tired of repeating that England is a free
country. Very free indeed, only you must not try to
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exercise your freedom without a State ticket-of-leave.
What a glorious spectacle for the true believer ! What
a splendid proof of the truth and beauty of Chris-

tianity ! A Freethinker who has lived a blameless
life, whose temperance keeps him hale at eighty,
who earns his daily bread still although the shadow of

death is on his brow, dragged from his honest home at the
very last, and taught a final lesson of Christian charity in
a police court by a sentence of fourteen days’ imprisonment
like a common thiefl And for what? For selling one of
the few honest papers in Great Britain; for vending a
profane journal that dares to ridicule an old superstition
which not one man in a thousand seriously believes.
Verily the Galilean serpent is known by its trail. All the
hireling priests of its obscene worship can do is to fling
open a cell door, show an honest old man of eighty in a
felon’s garb, and say, “ Behold the Ilatest witness to
Christ!” G. W. FOOTE.

SUGAR PLUMS,

Our Christmas Number will be ready next week, and we ven-
ture to predict for it an unprecedented success. Tne illustrations
are more numerous and spirited than ever, and the articles and
tid-bits eclipse all our previous efforts. A full list of contents
will be advertised next week. This makes the fourth special
“ Budget of Blasphemy ” we have issued since our imprisonment,
and those who read it (and who will not?) will say that we have
no fear of Judge North before our eyes.

P rofessor Stuart, M.P., has at length promised to vote for
the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. Mrs. S. E. Barralet, in
sending us the news, says “ | pride myself that this promised
vote was won by a woman.”

Admiral Egerton, M.P., promises to vote for the repeal of the
Blasphemy Laws, and to support the Affirmation Bill.

Mr. Gladstone was heckled at Edinburgh on the question.
He pretended not to know anything of Mr., Justice Stephen’s
draft Bill. But he certainly knows something of the Blasphemy
Laws, for he was personally appealed to on our behalf, and he
received aresolution from the Chelsea Clubs thatour imprisonment
was an indelible stigma on his Government. Mr. Gladstone knows
how to evade questions as well as any man living, but we hope the
gentleman who so courageously questioned him at Edinburgh
will press him again on the subject.

Colonel Hozier, the Liberal candidate for Woolwich, is sound
on the oath question, and in favor of repealing the Blasphemy
Laws. He added, in reply to a question, that “ he did not con-
sider there should be anything to interfere with the religious
liberty of anyone.”

M r. H atsmen, the Liberal candidate for the Brentford division
of Middlesex, in reply to Mr. A. J. Smith, who asked, “ Are you
in favor of the Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws?” answered “ Most
certainly.” Mr. Haysman, being a staunch churchman, is of
opiniou that no sane man can bs an Atheist or a Freethinker;
but his opinion doesn’t matter much so long as he vote3 right.

W e are informed that the Mr. Percy who spoke in favor of
retaining Progress in the Wigan Public Library is the Liberal
candidate for the lace division.

Mr.C. T. Mills, of Sowerby Bridge, asked Mr. Crossley, the
Liberal candidate for the district, whether he would vote for the
Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. Mr. Crossley replied that he
had not studied them, whereupon Mr. Mills sent him Mr. Foote’s
pamphleton the subject, after reading which the candidate replied
that he would sweep the laws away altogether.

M r. George Smart, an advanced political aud social lecturer, a
zealous Freethinker and a working man, has been elected a mem-
of the Salford School Board, a churchman being ousted to make
room for him. Among the questions put to Mr. Smart by the
religious party were: “ Do you believe in Jesus Christ?” and
“ U*° you say your prayers when you go to bed?” We hope Mr.
Smart will justify his success by working hard at the Board
for the cause of Secular education.

A lderman Husband is the churchman ousted by Mr. Smart.
He is a narrow-minded bigot who opposes the Sunday opening
of museums and libraries and tries to stop the sale of Sunday
papers. Turning to this worthy Christian, after the declaration
of the poll, Mr. Smart said, “ | am glad to see you at the bottom
of the poll; allow me to congratulate you on your position.”
H_l#sband’s feelings on his defeat are probably known only to his
wife.

A most important work by Herbert Spencer has just been
published by Messrs. Williams and Norgate. It is called
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“ Ecclesiastical Institutions,"” and is Part VL of “ The Principles
of Sociology.” *“ Ecclesiastical Institutions ” deals with the evo-
lution of priestism from the time of the savage medicine-man to
the modern “ divine,” and concludes with the chapter on “ A Reli-
gious Retrospect and Prospect,” which Mr. Spencer contributed
to the Nineteenth Century. A full notice of the work will appear
in our columns shortly.

F On the 4th, 11th and 18th of last month a census was taken
of all the visitors to the churches, chapels and mission rooms in
the parish of Shoreditch, which contains a population of 126,591.
The total attendance at morning service was 6,445 ; at evening
service, 10,768. These figures include the attendance at two
large halls—the Shoreditch Town Hall and the Costers’ Hall—
where specially attractive services were announced. It thus
appears that only 5 per cent, attend the morning services, and
about 8 per cent, those held in the evening. As the numbers of
the latter doubtless include the major portion of the former, we
think it would be safe to say that not more than 10 per cent, of
East Londoners attend any form of religious worship.

Owing to the great accumulation of new stock in our publish-
ing business, we are obliged to clear out some of the old at
reduced prices. We advertise this week Dr, Aveling’'s capital
works on Darwinism. Others will be advertised shortly. This
is agood opportunity for poor Freethinkers.

Mb. Foote is seeing through the press a volume on his
Trial and Imprisonment for Blasphemy. It will contain all the
articles on the subject that have appeared in Progress during
the last eighteen months, with some improvements and con-
siderable additions. A long Preface will deal with the dis-
cussion on the Blasphemy Laws in the leading magazines
since the first trial; and there will be an appendix on Prison
Labor and the general system of penal establishments. There
will be two editions of the book; one printed on good paper,
and bound in paper ; the other printed on very superior paper,
and bound in cloth.

Next week will appear in our columns a capital article on
“Woman” by Col. Ingersoll, written as an introduction to a
little volume on “ Men, Women and Gods,” by Miss Helen
Gardener, the American Freethought lecturess.

La Tronada, a weekly Spanish anti-clerical journal published
at Barcelona, has reached its one hundred and eightieth number.

It is giving its readers translations of some of Colonel Ingersoll's
lectures.

According to Mr. Cross’s new edition of the “ Life of George
Eliot,” a Christian minister was requested by some of her friends
to check the growth of her pernicious views on religion. He
egregiously failed, and said afterwards : “ That young lady must
have had the Devil at her elbow to suggest her doubts, for there
was not a book that | recommended to her in support of Chris-
tian evidences that she had not read.”

As a matter of fact, Christian evidences have made more Free-
thinkers than they ever converted. One of our correspondents
this week tells us that his eyes were first opened by reading
Paley and Grotius. John Stuart Mill tells us in his “ Auto-

biography ” that Butler's Analogy made a complete sceptic of
his father.

Rejoicing as we always do to see women take a practical, and
not a merely sentimental part in public life, and especially in
education, we are glad to chronicle the fact that Mbs Connell, a
school teacher at Gateshead, has been returned at the head of
the poll as a member of the School Board for that borough.

Miss Helen Taylor, whose enthusiasm too often runs into
crazes, has retired from the London School Board, where she
might have condescended to be useful, and is contesting a par-
liamentary seat at Camberwell.

A HEAVENLY TELEPHONE.

“ Public worship by telephone” is now one of the
luxuries indulged in by rich Christian invalids. Talmage’s
Tabernacle at Brooklyn is one of the places which were to be
fitted up with microphones for this purpose.

Would it not be better to fix the end of the telephone
wire up in heaven so as to worship direct ? If this were
done some of us would very much like to be switched on
so as to have a little conversation with the upper circles.
Let us imagine the thing done. Christian papers have
given accounts before now of children sending prayers to
heaven by telephone, and by paper ‘‘ messengers” on a kite-
string, and these prayers have been duly received and
answered. Conversation proceeds.

Are you there?
Rough V oice. Go to blazes'!

Oubselves.
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This unseemly reply strikes U3 with amazement until
we remember that none are so truly profane as the truly
religious, and that after all the exclamation is as thoroughly
orthodox as any exclamation possibly can be. He that
believeth not shall be damned. Our duty as Freethinkers
is to be damned, to go straight to hell, to blazes— for what
is hell but blazes, and why is the more horrible word and
idea any more orthodox than its more commonplace
synonym ?  Satisfied with these reflections we pick up
our mouth-piece from the office floor again and resume our
interrupted but promising conversation.

Ourselves. Latitude and longitude of “ blazes” un-
known. Please mention distance and send itinerary of
route, if you really wish u3 to travel in that direction.

V oice. Blaspheming wretch ! Prepare to meet thy God !

Ourselves. Capitall We’'ve long had a burning desire
to see the old governor and have a fling or two at him.
Hope he’s colloquially inclined?

V oice (we begin to think it is Peter’s)
Tr-r-remble at your fate. He comes!
Thunderstorms are on his brow. He heard your voice !

Oubselves. Switch him on then. We’ll pay the exes.
Our Sinai’s 28 Stonecutter Street.

Deep V oice (extra double-bass and supposed to be very
solemn, but for faulty transmission and lack of the right
frame of mind, namely, terror at our end, it savors rather
of the roaring of wild bulls of Bashan, or the tuning of the
biggest 'cello ever known.) Hardened sinner 1 Hast thou
no fear of the everlasting lake of fire, no dread of the
fierce torments of eternity soon to be thine.

None whatever. Have you?

Voice like Thunder. Die in thy mockeries,
pheming hound !

Here a long spark leaped from the telephone and knocked
us senseless for the moment, but the excessive distance of
heaven and the fineness and consequently limited carrying
capacity of the wire along which the celestial lightning had
travelled, had saved our life by moderating the electric
shock which divine anger had discharged upon us as its
‘“messenger of death.” Before resuming a discussion of
so unsatisfactory a nature we thought it advisable to hitch
our wire on the gas-pipe so as to divert any further argu-
ments or witticisms of this kind into a safer channel. We
then proceeded in quite as choice English as he deserved, to
give Mr. Deity our opinion of him.

Oubselves. You, upthere! Conversation is conversa-
tion, and fair play’s a jewel. To stab an unsuspecting man
with lightning is a bravo’s act. You're a treacherous
villain, an assassin, and a contemptible coward.

V oice (full of suppressed passion, and sounding like the
rumbling of the thunders among distant hills). Accursed
dog! Spawn of lowest hell! Abortion of the vilest scum
and dregs of human profanity ! Beware the fiery worm
that dieth not, the horrors of the second death !

Oubselves. Oh, you caution me, do you, after failing
to assassinate me ?

V oice. Thou shalt not baffle me.
and glut their ire. The bottomless pit that | have made
shall swallow thee. The smoke of thy torment, the shrieks
and groans of thy despair and anguish, shall ascend for
ever ! Verily, verily, I, Jehovah, have prepared a hell!
We reciprocate your caution.

Miserable trifler !
Robed in fire!

OQurselves.

blas-

My saints shall rise

Oubselves. Beware

yourself. They that dig a pit for others commonly fall
into it themselves. Learn to swim amid flames of liquid
fire, for,

as sure as you're the most atrocious tyrant and
coward that ever breathed, the huge majority of living
souls whom you empty headlong into your lake of fire will
find means of turning upon you and will drag you in or
cast you in and, in the desperate malice and revenge, which
you have taught them, will keep you there for evermore in the
pit of torment you have digged for others far less evil and
fiendish than yourself.

The only reply to our somewhat excited remarks came in
the form of another and still more violent electric discharge,
which was evidently intended to take shape asan irresistible
death-dealing thunder-bolt; but the divine anger over-
reached itself by sending so powerful a current that the
wire of the telephone fell to the ground in melted drops
of shining metal. The communication was thus cut offi,
and up to the present we have not succeeded in restoring
the broken continuity. We shall not absolutely die of
grief however if we never have another word with this
truculent torpedo-god. Indeed, only strong curiosity and
strict devotion to business would induce us to attempt to
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resume communication with so ugly a customer. Next
time we are switched on we will endeavor to interview—
orally interview that is— some more reasonable member of
the celestial establishment. W. P. Ball.

THE BIBLE DEITY.
P abt Il.—Continued.
“ God is love."—1 John iv., 8, 16.

Eon two years he travelled about the country, partly as a
religions teacher, but mainly as a political agitator. He
promulgated no new doctrine, but he laid the foundation on
which the structure of a new theological system was ulti-
mately raised ; a system which is still constantly evolving
new ideas, and appearing under fresh and multitudinous
forms. He was a Jew, and believed that he was destined
to become the king of his people, and to raise them above all
other nations of the world. He had adopted the notion of
the resurrection, and believed that should he even meet
death in the pursuit of his object, he would rise again, and
his kingdom be established. But he never thought of
destroying the Jewish theology. On the contrary, he was
most rigorous in fulfilling its precepts to the very letter.
Still, the spirit of his teaching was essentially opposed to
that of Moses. Moses was the actual founder of a religion.
Jesus only endeavored to reform his system, and, like all
religious reformers, failed to see that his task was an im-
possibility. To reform a religion is to take from it all
claim to a divine origin which is essential to its life, and to
construct a human system from its corpse. Itis like trying
to fashion a living man from the ashes of a dead god.
Moses, a man of strong and able mind, led his nation from
captivity, and gave them laws and instructions calculated
to make them a powerful and wealthy, if an unjust and
brutal, people. Jesus, a poor, half-witted fanatic, began
his teaching with the words, “ Blessed are the poor in
spirit” (Matthew v., 3) and held that poverty and perse-
cution, sorrow, meekness and humility, were the paths to
success. Luckily for mankind, his teaching has been practi-
cally carried out in only a very few instances. Those
who adopted it in early ages fled into deserts; in more
recent times they have enclosed themselves between convent
walls. In either case the result has been the same. They
became aliens from their own race, strangers to the hopes
and fears, the struggles and the toils, the sympathies and
kindnesses of their fellow-men. Eor the love of love, they
lived unloving and unloved, forsaking the real to dwell in
the ideal, and when they died and passed away, this living,
moving, breathing world went on and never missed them,
for though they had been in it they had not been of it, and
had conferred upon it no blessing to entitle them to its
remembrance or its regret.

Besides teaching, Jesus, as we are told by his biographers,
performed certain miraculous acts. He began in a small
way, not to put his infinite power to too great a test at
first. At a supper party he turned some water into wine.
This having become known he was invited to a great many
similar parties in the course of the next two years. He
was, no doubt, considered a profitable guest. He then
tried his hand on more important matters. He healed the
sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and on
three occasions he is recorded to have raised the dead to
life. After such wonderful success it seems a matter for
regret that he did not adopt the medical profession, but his
ambition was to be King of the Jews. His efforts at
miracle-working, however, were not at all times successful.
He was travelling one day with his apostles and had become
hungry— “ And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he
came, if haply he might find anything thereon : and when
he came to it he found nothing but leaves, for the time of
figs was notyet” (Mark xi., 13). He knew that it was not
the season for figs and that in the common course of nature
none could be upon it at that time. But he had brought
himselfto believe in his own power, and he approached the
tree in the hope of a miracle. He was disappointed, and his
rage, humiliation and hunger combined, found vent in
curses. ‘‘Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat
fruit of thee hereafter for ever” (Mark xi., 14). As he
stood under that tree, he was not divine love incarnate, but
an irritated maniac. Nor did this fit of senseless passion
rapidly pass away. He journeyed on to Jerusalem and
entered the court of the temple. There he found as he
had found at the same time every year, those who sold
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victims for the sacrifices, and those who exchanged foreign
money. Their avocations were harmless and necessary.
Without them Jews who arrived from distant places could
not have fulfilled the laws. Nevertheless, he cast out
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew
the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them
that sold doves ; and would not suffer that any man should
carry any vessel through the temple. And he taught,
saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be
called of all nations the house ofprayer, but ye have made
it a den of thieves ? (Mark xi., 15-17).

(To be concluded).
E. J. BoWTLLL.

JUSTICE STEPHEN'S BILL.
The following is the text of the Bill drafted by Sir
Eitzjames Stephen for the Repeal of the Blasphemy
Laws — -

“ Whereas certain laws now in force and intended for the
promotion of religion are no longer suitable for that purpose,
and it is expedient to repeal them,

“ Be it enacted as follows :(—

“ 1. After the passing of this Act no criminal proceedings
shall be instituted in any Court whatever, against any person
whatever, for Atheism, blasphemy at common law, blasphemous
libel, heresy, or schism, except only criminal proceedings insti-
tuted in Ecclesiastical Courts against clergymen of the Church
of England.

“ 2. An Act passed in the first year of his late Majesty King
Edward VI., c. 1, intituled 1An Act against such as shall
unreverently speak against the sacrament of the body and blood
of Christ, commonly called the sacrament of the altar, and for
the receiving thereof in both kinds,’ and an Act passed in the 9th
and 10th year of his late Majesty King William 111, c. 35, intituled
“An Act for the more effectual suppressing of blasphemy and
profaneness,’” are hereby repealed.

“ 3. Provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed
to affect the provisions of an Act passed in the nineteenth year
of his late Majesty King George Il., c. 21, intituled ‘' An Act
more effectually to prevent profane cursing and swearing,” or
any other provision of any other Act of Parliament not hereby
expressly repealed.”

PROFANE JOKES,

I'£ some of the deck hands on the ark had only shoved that
sample fly overboard, what a vast amount of profanity would
have been spoiled in after years !

“ W hy did the Apostle Paul go to Athens?” asked a Sunday-
school teacher. *“ Please, sir, it was to throw the detective off
his tract!” answered a Canadian tourist’'s little boy, whose papa
had left him behind.

Fired with emulation of Evangelist Sam Jones, the Rev. Job
Cooley, a Methodist minister at Spring Place, Tenn., preached a
vigorous sermon to his flock, remarking that if they didn't like his
style they could leave. In five minutes Mr. Cooley was alone.

W illie, aged ten, and Jemmy, aged six, were playing together
One of them was minutely examining a fly. “ 1 wonder how
God made himp” he exclaimed. “ God don't make flies as car-
penters make things,” observed the other boy, “ God says,
Let there be flies, and there is flies !”

“ My daughter, what made you look around in Trinity Church
so much this morning? It disturbed me very much. What
could you have been thinkingof ?” “ Well, | happened to think
what a nice skating-rink it would make if all the pews were
taken out! Don'tyou think it would be just elegant ?”

“ Well, Johnny,” said his mother, “ did you have a pleasant
time at the Sunday-school picnic?” “ Naw,” Johnny growled,
“1 didn't get nothin’ to eat but a san’wich an’ a couple of dry
cookies with red sand sprinkled on top.” *“ Why, what became
of the beautiful chocolate cake and chicken salad that | gave you
to contribute ?” “ The superintendent an’ the teachers eat 'em."”

Stlater Testimonial Fund.—Cardiff Branch N. S. S, 5s. ;
Compton Bros., £2 ; John Yates, Is. ; Chas. Pollard, 3s.; A. T.
Townsend, Is.; Jas. Fielding, 2s. Gd.; C. Pemberton, 6d. ; John
llowarth, Gd.; Mr. Howartli, 2s. Gd. Surplus at Mr. Bradlaugh's
lecture at Leicester on behalf of the fund, £6 9s. Gd. ; W. Arm-
strong, 2s.—W. H. Reynolds, Treasurer, Camplin House, New
Cross, S.E.

“ The Ghand Old Man " Cigars are so named because, lik e the Grand
Old Man himself, they have never been equalled—Thor nes, Maker,
Bradford, Yorks, All Liberal and Radical Clubs should try the m.—Advt
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READY NEXT WEEK

THE

CHRISTMAS
NUMBER

OF THE

uFreethinker?”

CROWDED WITH

coMIC ILLUSTRATIONS

AND

WITTY ARTICLES.

Calculated to make Sky-Pilots raye and Honest
Men laugh. People given over by doctors
should read it and take a fresh lease of life.
People with torpid livers and weak stomachs
will find it a capital aid to digestion. It is
warranted to extinguish all fear of the Devil,
all dread of Hell, and all belief in Ghosts,
whether big or little.
One dose sufficient. Give it a trial.

S3" Full List of Ingredients Next Week. .jK>

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

MYTH a
MIRACLE

A NEW LECTURE BV
"COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Full op Poetry and Eloquence.
Delivered at Boston Theatre to an audience
crowded to the doors.

Sixteen Pages. One Penny.

LIVE TOPICS “n

CRIMES OP
CHRISTIANITY«

G, W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.

..Tii parts of 16 pp. Price One Penny each :—
I. Christ to Constantine—I1. Constantine to
Jovian — Ill. Athanasius to Hypatia —
1V. Monkery—V. Pious Frauds—VI. Pious
Frauds (concluded)—VI1I. The Rise of the
Papacy—VIIIl. The Crimos of the Popes—
IX. Ignorance, Vices and Quarrels of the
Early Clergy—X. The Jew Hunt—XI. The
Jew Hunt, (concluded)—XIIl. The Crusades.
—XI1I1. The Crusades (concluded).

Ready Next Week.

Part XIV.— WITCHCRAFT.

The succeeding parts will bo issued at inter-
vals of afortnight.

“ The two authors of this tract (which is well des-
cribed by the titki are doing a good work in England
in exposing the prevailing religion. In this tract new
cases of Christian cruelty are unearthed and new
authors cited as authorities. We wish every English-
readir.g Christian could have a copy.'—New York
Truthseeker.

“ A most useful addition
library.”—National Reformer.

“ The evidence against the culprit, Christianity,
is led with forensic skill.”—Secular Review.

““Will bo found most useful by Freethinkers en-
gaged in controversy. Careful references to autho-
rities are given, and the work thereby serves as a
guide to wider reading.”—Our Corner.

to the Freethought

NOW READY.
including’ Parts 1.
Price One Shilling.
144 pp. Bound in handsome wrapper.

fcfiIACLES OF CHEAPNESS.

VOL. 1., to IX.

Paine's « Age of Benson” . 0 G

Paines “ Complete Theological
Works,” including “Age °f Reason” 1 0

Ditto, iNClOtN ..., I G

Vrog osaive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St, E.C.

The Freethinker.

Bible
Contradictions,

Being Past I. of a

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS
AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

EDITED BT
G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball,
WITH A
Special Introduction ly G. W. Foote.
STITCHED IN WRAPPER.
PEICE IFOTTKOPIEISrCE.

‘It 's the most painstaking and accurate work of
tl<\ kind we have yet seen, and quite blows to
I%r(yvillehvsreens the Profestanfs infallible book.”—Secular

Pro gressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter Ht.

MISTAKES OF MOSES.
By R. G. INGRSOLL.

The only Complete Edition published in

England ; faithfully reprinted from the

Authors American Edition.  Accurate as

Colenso and fascinating as a novel. Destined

to bold a permanent place in Freethought
literature.

WITH A BRIEF
I NTRODUCTION ly G. W. FOOTE

A Han dsome Volume of 136 pp.
Bound in Cloth, Is. 6d.

SATIRES ~1T1 PROFANITIES,

BY THE LATE
James Thomson (B.V.)

Paper Covers, Is.

WITH A
Brief Introduction by G. W. FOOTE.
102 pages. Handsomely Eound in Cloth.

Reduced to Is. 6d.

Ctfutt BiH* Statcjj.es

Part |l. rp the
FREETHINKERS’ COMIC BIBLE.

Containing tbo best of the Illustrations that
appeared in the Freethinker before the im-
prisonment, including all those for which Sir
Henry Tyler prosecuted Messrs. Bradlaugh,
Foote and Ramsey.

Printed on special paper, and bound in a
Handsome Wrapper with an exquisite Design
on wood.

Price Fourpenee.
Part 11. will be published early in December.

REDUCEd Dn PRICE!

The Darwinian Theory 3d.
The Origin of Man ... 3d.
Monkeys, Apes and Men 3d
The Three bound in cloth as—
Darwin Made Easy .......... is.

The best popular expositions of Darwin
in the market.

By DR. EDWARD AVELING,

(Fellow of London University.)

New “ Freethinker” Tracts,

By G. W. FOOTE.

THE MAIDEN TRIBUTE TO
JEHOVAH. Nearly 100,000 of this
tract already circulated.

THE FIRST WOMAN-MRS.
Reprinted by special request.
Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.; 4s. per
thousand, carriage free 4s. 6d.

EVE.

Progressive Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter St.

RUBBER STAMPS.
National Secular Society Mono-

P PR
o
rO

Name in full
Postage to any part of England
2d. extra Agents Wanted.

IRETON AND CO.
92 GIVACEOHUROH St., E.C.

rNovember 22, 1SC5,

THIRD EDITION!!

Randolph Churchill:

THE

Woodstock Bantam.

) By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
Stitched in Neat Wrapper.

“ Ascathing commentay on several salient features
in the career of the member for Woodstock.”—Peoples
Journal (Dundee).

“ Mr. Foote's merciless assailment of Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill will help to make some lively
moments during the election period.”—National
Reformer.

“ We recommend the pamphlet to all who wish to
become acquainted with the true character of the
leader of the Tory Democracy.”—Democrat.

“ A plainly-worded history of the new Indian
Secretary.”— Weekly Times.

“ A scathing satire.”—Reynolds' Newspaper.

MR. FOOTE'S WORKS

Arrows of Freethought.......ccoooiiiiiiiiincns o 6
Theological Essays, including all the theo-
logical pam* hlets now in print. Cloth ... 2 0
Blasphemy No Crime
Nill's Christ. Being an exhaustive examina-

tion and exposure of John Stuart Mills
panegyric on Christ in his Essayon Theism 0 2
New edition;

The Folly of Prayer.
fresh Introduction
Atheism and Morality.

Introduction
Secularism the True Philosophy of Life.
Exposition and a Defence.
Atheism and Suicide
The God Christians Swear By.
Was Jesus Insane?
Brown’s Story; or, The Dying Infidel. 16pp. o i
Law and Gospel. Letters to Lord Coleridge,
Judge North, Gaoler Harcourt, and Lawyer
Giffard
The Shadow of the Sword. An Essayon War 0 2

Jonah’s Excursion to Nineveh. With twenty-
four Illustrations

with

New edition; fresh

An
(In Wrapper)... 0 4

BIBLE ROMANCES (ld. each).
1 The Creation Story 8 The Tower of Babel
2 Noah’s Flood 9 Balaam's Ass
3 Eve and the Apple 10 God's Thieves in

4 The Bible Devil Canaan
5 The Ten Plagues 11 Cain and Abel
6 Jonah and the W hale 12 Lot s Wife

7 The Wandering Jews
FIRST SERIES, bound in elegant wrapper,
ONE SHILLING.

13 Daniel and lhe Liens | 18 Bully Samson

14 The Jew Judges 19 Gospel Ghosts

15 St John’s Nightma.e | 20 A Rising God

16 A Virgin Mother I 21 The Bible Menagerie
17 God in a Box | 22 The Crucifixion

SECOND SERIES, bound in elegant
wrapper, NINEPENCE.

“ For regular gc-a-head propagandist work we
know of no literature likely to be so effective as Mr.
Foote's serifs of little pamphlets entitled Bible
Romances.” —Secular Review.

TO FREETHINKERS, Etc.
A Trial Solicited. Best Style, Fit and Valuh.

ZE3l- IEELA-IMIPTOIST,
TAILOR, 14 Gt. Castle Street, W #

A FEW DOORS FROM REGENT CIRCUS.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills,

Are acknowledged to be the beat Family Medicine in
th8 World by the many thousands that are using them
in preference toall others It is almost impossible to
enumerate in on advertisement what they are good
for ; it would take up too much of your time to read
it, and after you had read it yo 1 might say it was
only advertising puff; but | ask One Trial of the
LIVER PILLS; if not better than any you have tried
before, | cannot expoct a cont nuance of your custom.
I recommend them for Indigestion, Loss of appe-
tite, Dizziness, Biliousness, Costivkxess,
Nervousness Palpitation of the Heart.P u.es,
Etc., all of which are, in many cases, caused by the
Liver being inactive, or w it we call a sluggi--h L ver.
Try some of the LIVER PILLS as soon asy u can,
as they are Pure Herb Pills, and may be used at
sny time by anyone with ut any change of d>ot or
danger of taking cold. Prepared only by Gkorgb
Thwaites, 2 Church Rw, Stockton-on-Tees. Sold
at Is. 1-id. and 2s 9d per box. or by p at for 15 or 3«
Penny Stamps. A Price List of Herbs free.

EETH, 2s. 6d. each, on vulcanite; upper or lower
set, EL  Best quality, on vulcanite, 43. a tooth,
upper or lower set, £2. "No extras. Completed In
four hours when required. Best teeth on Platinum,
7s. 6d. each; on I>*carat gold, 155 Painless ex-
traction daily with gas, 6s ; without. Is : stopping,
2s. 6d—MR. STANTON, R.D., 128 Strand, London.
Hours nine to eight.

T WOUSTER, W ine and Spirit Melicu ant, “ DukD
° e of Ormand,’ Princes Street, W stminater,
The “ National Reformer,” *“ Freethinker,” and
other Fieethought journals at the bar.

Printed and Published by G. W. Fcote. 28 Ston*
cutter Street, Farringdon Stre#™ T<mdool E.G»



