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Radio and tv ban:government s
mew attack on media freedom

M‘Oensorship campaigners, journalists and others

k. CexPressed strong opposition to the Government’s

. 1°n broadcast interviews with representatives of

jev@ Northern Irish organisations. This latest
‘elopment in the province’s religious war is

jt cy regarded as a propaganda coup for the forces
Is supposed to curtail. It is also seen as yet
‘her Government attack on independent jour-
‘s, particularly broadcasters.

Go'UUL “Pcncer>general secretary of the National
(hdncl for Civil Liberties, was severely critical of
~ARonie Secretary’s ban.
pr he said: “This censorship will serve only to
lie the public understanding the motives which
ehind the violence and thereby hinder the search
Political solution to the conflict”.
j?. ot’ng that there are a significant number of Sinn
councillors and one Member of Parliament, she
pretx “It is flying in the face of democracy to
ha MOt “he electorate hearing the views of those who
hQc been democratically elected to represent them,
ever offensive many may find those views”.
jir ‘Ke Jempson, spokesman for the Campaign for
A and Broadcasting Freedom, described the ban
G yct another attack on media freedom from a
Pnfrnrnen! which has a record of attacking inde-
D» nt journalism. It sets a further and dangerous
(cedent.
en“ho will be the next group of people the Gov-
tw ent will seek to silence because it doesn’t like
j r opinions?”
Prey UPress statement, the CPBF said the ban will
the t n* journalists from reporting independently on
<jtrish situation.
a c"s catch-all phrasing is imprecise and will provide
Q», . er for the banning of a wide group of
n,sations.

“Section 31 of the Irish Broadcasting Act, which
contains similar provisions, has not led to a solution
of the situation in Ireland. It has meant that
journalists have been gagged and sacked as a result
of the imposition of censorship”.

Barbara Smoker, president of the National Secular
Society, said that since we all deplore terrorism it
may seem a perfectly justifiable move to deny media
access to advocates of terrorism.

“But it is not as simple as that”, she added.

“The ban will create anomalies. For one thing, the
organisations concerned have other avenues of com-
munication and will only use these to greater effect.

“The general experience of history is that censor-
ship invariably does more harm than good.

“For that reason, the NSS has, throughout its long
history, consistently opposed censorship of any kind,
and we see no reason to make an exception in the
present instance”.

Mary Hayward, honorary secretary of the Cam-
paign Against Censorship, described the Home Secre-
tary’s decision as absurd.

She added: “This Government has always insisted
that the actions of paramilitary groups arc so
repellent to ordinary people that no statement can
justify them. Therefore the ban is superfluous.

“To prosecute named organisations is not the
behaviour of a democratic Government. Once the
principle has been introduced, one wonders what will
follow.

“This is another example of panic legislation, and
it may well turn out to have effects that the Govern-
ment didn’t intend”.

President Botha of South Africa praised Mrs
Thatcher and quoted the British Government’s
example when he threatened his country’s already
heavily censored newspapers with even stricter
regulations.
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NEWS

CHURCH AND OPPOSITION

It is undeniable that the population of Europe con
tains a high proportion of nominal Christians.
according to Peter Brierly, editor of the latest u
Christian Handbook, “no other continent has seen s°
much secularism and agnosticism invade its Christian
community”.

The Handbook reveals that church membership
Britain has fallen by well over a million since th
1970s. Among the mainline churches, only
Baptists have, statistically speaking, held their own
Britain now has four thousand fewer churches an
chapels than in 1970. There has been a signifies®
drop in the numbers of ordained clergy; during t%
last two years the Church of England alone has 25
five hundred priests through drop out and retirewen o
There are fewer UK missionaries serving abroad than
twenty years ago. .

Despite the colossal wealth — much of it acquit
through plundering the public purse — privileges an
wasted human endeavour, Christianity is steadiy
declining in importance to people’s lives. Most are
on nodding terms with the faith only throUS
attendance of church weddings, funerals and m]
night Mass on Christmas Eve.

The Handbook editor, a former statistician W
the Cabinet Office, believes that these development
result from “a general loss of intellectual confidence
a marginalisation of Christianity, and its perceptQ
as a private, middle-class hobby”.

Although this falling away of adherence to ChrlS
tianity is most gratifying, there are two main reason5
why freethinkers have no cause for complacency
First, other religions are on the upturn. Britain I13
900,000 Muslims and 200,000 Sikhs, while numbei
of Satanists and fundamentalist sects are increasing

Secondly, it is a matter for concern that m
secularist-humanist movement is making bt
impact at this time, particularly when an onslaug3
against personal freedom and hard-won reforms 1
being conducted by religious indoctrinators, authorl
tarians and self-appointed censors. Unfortunate
there is little effective opposition to these reaction
aries from the movement Which twenty years
campaigned so vigorously for the reforms that
now under attack.

The job of tackling the New Rightists is being le,
largely to ad hoc organisations operating with03
adequate funds, premises or full-time staff. Despn3
many disadvantages, such groups are usually on th*
ball and have a more impressive record of so*
achievement than some of the established, e



>

the

and notes

L*nced organisations. js thjs because of members’

dication, and the main consideration when
"Pointing a full-time worker is the candidate’s
°?>niitment and track record?

, he mere mention of militant opposition to even
oral Majority-style religion causes a genteel
Udder in some quarters. There appears to be scant
cognition of the fact that religious pressure groups
‘oh would have been dismissed as batty a decade

8> are now influencing Government policy. Such
events will not be deterred by glib slogans or
diy-washy concepts. Unless the secularist-humanist
,Moment asserts itself, it will also become *a

t, vwe, middle-class hobby”. There is a suspicion
atthis is already the case.

?IGNS OF HOPE

Pubrte ’ts name>”" contents of Joy and Light,
hshed three times a year by that esteemed body,
e Lord’s Day Observance Society, cannot by any
Oretch of the imagination be described as gladsome
enlightening. Readers’ flagging spirits are bucked
»utrom time to time with encouraging reports that
b 1 ladoor market in Whitby must not operate on
tratday” and that John Carlisle, MP, *has stated
(La Luton Council should prosecute video-hire shops
tliut open illegally on Sunday”. But for the most part,
jsc Msage to defenders of “our Lord and his day”
ws dreary as a Victorian Sunday in Bognor Regis.
°n™ Light publishes reports from LDOS
hig?Urers *n the Lord’s vineyard, and that from
t s’a McCausland, Northern Ireland area secre-
ir m the Autumn issue, is sure to send shivers
ﬁl r](@bbatarian spines. Mr McCausland sorrow-
s W records that 47 young people took part in a
d>y cycle marathon from Belfast to Dublin.
rse still, they were representatives of the Young
Wit s Christian Association. He wrote to the YMCA
°nal director protesting that participation in such
Patevent “is a desecration of God’ day, and it is
UolCUlarly distressing that representatives of an
Christian organisation should engage in
desecration”.
fulti Yst*an Aid’s involvement in a Third World Race
3% In Belfast to raise money for four charities is
repo rowned on by the Sabbatarians. Joy and Light
C “Local celebrities mingled with the jostling
am S signing autographs and cracking jokes in a
SCIV of noise and a blaze of colour. In blazing
1 a earnival atmosphere prevailed, with music
,hivr by the Martello Jazz Band”. Churches
saPport the work of Christian Aid are urged

to protest against such depravity.

Significantly, this most blood-drenched region of
the British Isles is also one of the most fervently
Christian. The reaction of Sabbatarian watchdogs to
people enjoying themselves is another example of the
mean, pettifogging brand of fundamentalist Protes-
tantism that pervades Ulster society.

However, the rising generation may not be so
gullible and unquestioning of Christian “truths” as
were their forebears. Dr John Greer, Reader in
Religious Education at the University of Ulster,
recently conducted a survey on the attitude of
Northern Ireland’s young people to Christian
beliefs. A Catholic girl described weekly attendance
at mass “as such a worldly concept that I cannot
believe it to be necessary”. A Protestant girl com-
mented on the sacraments that she found it hard to
accept “that stale bread does you good”.

The boys were even less respectful. One Catholic
boy retorted: “I don’t like the sound of you. . .
It’s not your business what people think about
religion”. And a Protestant boy declared: “The
existence of God, | believe, is total fantasy, and the
idea of evolution is far more believable to me”.

Yes, despite the harm inflicted by bomb, bullet and
Bible, there are signs of hope for Northern Ireland.

A CHARITABLE THOUGHT

After a run of over two years, the Law Lords have
rung down the curtain on the Whitehall farce starring
(at enormous expense) Margaret Thatcher and (for a
limited engagement) Sir Robert Armstrong. Spy-
catcher, heavily subsidised by the British taxpayer,
was a huge financial success for its backers, parti-
cularly lawyers and publishers.

It has also made author Peter Wright a very
wealthy man. Now retired, he will not be unduly
perturbed by their Lordships’ ruling that his work no
longer has copyright protection. If only Mr Wright
had taken the trouble to found the Spiritual Order
of Disgruntled Spycatchers (SODS for short) and
register it as a religious charity, his tax-free royalties
would have been safe.

Even so, Peter Wright is reportedly a millionaire.
Who says censorship doesn’t pay?

The Rev Andrew Mcintoch, rector of St Mary’s
Church, Maldon, Essex, has pleaded guilty to driving
a car while almost three times over the legal alcohol
limit. He was fined £200 and banned from driving
for eighteen months. The magistrates’ chairman said
the ban was much shorter than the maximum, as the
rector would not be able to do his job effectively
without a car.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

What will become of the Turin Shroud now that
claims it is the burial cloth of Jesus have been
debunked? In his recent Church Times “Roman
Catholic Commentary” column, Michael Walsh
suggested that it will be returned to decent obscurity,
“placed in the cathedral treasury to be treated on
a par with phials of the Virgin’s milk or St Joseph’s
last breath”.

Even in the last dozen years of the twentieth
century the Church still possesses an incredible hoard
of holy bits and pieces. These include one of the
stones with which St Stephen was bashed, a feather
from the wing of the Archangel Gabriel and three
heads of St John the Baptist. Gullible and usually
affluent pilgrims collect relics like schoolboys collect
train numbers. They can take their choice; they
certainly pay their money to gaze in awe and adora-
tion at a wide variety of objects ranging from the
grotesque to the gruesome.

The relics business went through a thin time after
Vatican Il. Even wonder-working (if mythical) saints

AFTER REAGAN

Ronald Reagan’s departure from the White House
could end an era of unprecedented dominance by
America’s Christian Right. Politicians of all shades
and in most countries cynically indulge in religious
rhetoric, whatever their views about ultimate reality.
But Reagan’s religious faith is a different kettle of
stinking fish. From his earliest years he has genuinely
adhered to hillbilly Christianity. It is therefore not
surprising that during his presidency a thoroughly
reactionary and malign brand of religious fundamen-
talism polluted American social and political life.

Reagan was regarded by the Moral Majority as a
man sent by God jto transform the United States
into a land ruled by conservative and conformist
born-again Christians who would keep dissenters in
their inferior place. Their confidence in him was not
entirely misplaced. Reagan endorsed the worst of
money-grubbing televangelists, advocates of creation
“science”, campaigners for school prayers, and
defenders of “family life” as defined by the Rev
Jerry Falwell. He delighted them with claptrap like:
“Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and the
rule of law under God is acknowledged”. His war-
mongering “Evil Empire” and fatalistic “Arma-
geddon” speeches enraptured the faithful.

While protesting his devotion to the cause of
peace and justice, Reagan was a supporter of
corrupt dictatorships and terrorist groups in Central
America and elsewhere. That is how millions will
remember the man who led a country where
“religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God
is acknowledged”.

were pensioned off. But things started to look
when the traditionalist Pope John Paul Il took owtf
the old firm. Under his management there has been 3
record number of canonisations, pilgrimages afe
again a growth industry and the shrine circuit IS
flourishing as never before.

The veneration of relics has for centuries been 3
Roman Catholic obsession. But the campaign 10
“sell” the Turin Shroud has been markedly ecunienl
cal in tone. As Michael Walsh pointed out: “Sonib
of the most vociferous sindonologists (as experts m
the Shroud came to be called) were Anglicans. An’
after initial reluctance because the relic was in *
hands, some of its most fervent protagonists &
proof of the reality of the Gospel story *ee
American Fundamentalists”.

Of course people like lan Wilson and the Brith
Society for the Turin Shroud will not be deterfi-
by the findings of mere scientists. And even if Y
Turin Shroud is relegated to the lumber room wit
other discarded relics, the mysterymongers will s°
find another cause to get worked up about.

Freethinker Fund

Although included in last month’s total, two generols
donations (£30 and £100) were not listed. The oWf
sight is regretted, and we thank the generous donof
together with those whose names are given belo™-

J. Anderson, E. Wakefield and W. S. Watson, *
each; B. Morgan, E. M. Prent, W. G. Stirling dfl
J. D. Verney, £2 each; D. R. Barrett, E. F. Chann6l
and J. R. Hutton, £2.50 each; W. H. and E. Brov*>
£3; Y. Gugel and A. Varlet, £4.40 each; N. CoX ~
Greig, E. Haslam, J. H. Howard, F. Jacot, C. Kens"’
D. S. Lee, J. Leenders, I. J. McDonald, K. Mack, A
Negus, W. N. Ramage and V. Wilson, £5 ’
W. H. Seddon, £10; R. E. Davis, £15.

Total for September: £120.30.

Heavy rain caused extensive damage to the Method
Church at Strabanc, Northern Ireland. The lcct™M(
hall was flooded, and the piano was found drift*

beside a missionary poster which read “Thank 5°
God for Water”.

ATHEISM, FREETHOUGHT,
POLITICS, HISTORY

Books, pamphlets, and back issues of
"The Freethinker".

For full list write to:
G. W. Foote & Co., 702, Holloway Road,
London N19 3NL.



Celestial Private Patient Plans

Throughout history, miracle cures have been big
business. The patient needs only to be touched by
Jesus — or merely to touch the hem of his
Sarmrent; to visit a ‘'special shrine; to be pla:l%/ed
Jar by someone (whether *in the body or out of
the body') who has a special relationship with
the almighty; to wear a miraculous medal or a
baly relic or a piece of cloth that has touched a
holy relic; to bathe in a miraculous spring; to be

touched by the hands of a faith-healer in touch
with the 'Life Force (or merely to go on his
absent healing list); to take medicaments that

have been diluted” to nothing but water: the
Variety of prescriptions is endless, and so is
hurman credulity.

Tpe traditional definition of miracles as “breaches

natural law” has caused many of the more

A Uated Christians to abandon faith in them. The
Pantheist philosopher Spinoza, who, more than three
enturies ago, identified “natural law” with the
vine will, therefore declared miracles to be a priori
Possible. Yet even today, many educated Chris-
@®mws who otherwise appear to be both intelligent and
°nest somehow contrive to cling to a belief in
Oracles.

N Acentury after Spinoza, the rationalist philosopher
avid Hume pointed out that belief in miracles
Quid entail a rejection of our statistical knowledge
. the uniform laws of nature and of the very prin-
Ple of cause and effect — which underlies all
atonal human behaviour.

A tn the present century, that modernist churchman
'n Inge declared that “Miracle is the bastard
1 jhl of faith and reason” — but that was more than

t-a-century ago; since then, many Christian
e°logians and prelates seem to have slipped back to
fdieval beliefs, and, in an age of science, alleged
facies still proliferate.

these thoughts are prompted by two news items in

(-0 Catholic newspaper The Universe about babies
to ?nosec* as having terminal cancer. The first item

~A°p WP most of their front page on September 25,
> .er the banner heading “Lourdes cancer baby’s

a Irade cure’ amazes doctors”. The cure to which
pUCers certainl> seems to have been unexpected —

p doctors are not infallible, and there are unex-
1 ed remissions of cancer in many patients who
Qv e not been to Lourdes or been prayed for. More-

°n reading the text one finds that besides being
*a to Lourdes the child had also undergone a
=% of chemotherapy.

(b e very next week, there was in the same paper
o f ITlch smaller, on an inside page) a moving story
died f COuraSeous last hours of a three-year-old who
I'nn tr°m cancer in Great Ormond Street Hospital.

his he, too, had no doubt been prayed for by

atholic parents, there is no mention of his

BARBARA SMOKER

having been taken to Lourdes. But if it is supposed
that that fact accounts for his not having been cured
as the other child was, not only would believers be
faced with the objections of Spinoza, Hume and
Inge; they would also be faced with the problem of
their god being the sort of cruel, capricious,
irrational god that would choose between two small
children on such an absurd criterion. How can such
a god possibly be envisaged, let alone worshipped,
by believers in Lourdes and other triggers of divine
miracle?

The physical condition of the first of the two
babies may have been considered good enough to
stand up to the journey and that of the second one
not. In any case, neither child could have made the
decision for himself. Besides, the number of patients
who die in Lourdes or on the way there is very high
every year — a fact that is no longer kept as secret
as it used to be — and, not surprisingly in view
of the communal bath, it is not unknown for patients
to go there with one malady and come back with
something worse. It also costs a considerable sum to
take a patient overseas and across Europe. Does the
Christian god (or his Lourdes mediatrix, the mother
of one-third of him) take patients” bank balances into
account when allocating cures?

However, the theological problems raised by divine
miracles go deeper than that. If, after deciding to
end a patient’ life, the putative deity were to change
that decision as a result of prayer or a pilgrimage
to a miraculous shrine, that would surely contradict
the doctrines of divine omniscience, pre-knowledge,
and absolute wisdom — which are also generally
accepted by those who believe in Lourdes and other
such sources of supposed miraculous cures. How,
then, can they go on believing in a god with such
contradictory attributes? The only answer seems to
be a readiness to believe simultaneously in things that
are mutually exclusive.

Like the first of the two cancer patients featured
in The Universe, one of my own sisters — who is a
nun and a cancer patient with secondaries — was
taken to Lourdes this summer. She went by plane,
with a wheelchair, accompanied by two of her fellow
nuns and a nurse — and | am glad to report that
since her return her X-rays show diminished
tumours, she has been able to walk up a flight of
stairs for the first time for many months, and she
looks and feels very much better. No doubt most
of the members of her order put this down to the
pilgrimage. As it happens, however, before she went
to Lourdes she was already three-quarters way
through a course of chemotherapy to which she was
responding well. Indeed, her plans to visit Lourdes
had been made provisional upon her condition
improving sufficiently for her to undertake the
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journey.

I am glad she enjoyed the experience, and am
willing to admit that the stimulating change of scene
may have helped to some extent to boost her return
to health which the chemotherapy had already set in
train — and which now, | am glad to say, looks very
promising. In spite of her being a professional
believer, however, | suspect (and hope) that if she
had been forced to choose between the chemotherapy
and the pilgrimage she would sensibly have opted for
the former.

Allied to miracle cures are some forms of nature
cure. Herbal medicine often has a sound medical
basis derived from statistical evidence, sometimes
over many centuries, even though science may not
yet have analysed the active ingredient or discovered
the way it works. But this cannot be true, for
instance, of homeopathic remedies in which the
purported active ingredients have been diluted to less

than one molecule per patient — i.e. nothing. Such
prescriptions will certainly enjoy a proportion of
successes — possibly, indeed, higher than spon-

taneous cure alone, because of the well-known
placebo effect of making the patient more optimistic
— but that is all. And if they dissuade the patient
from undergoing more scientific treatment, they can,
of course, impede alleviation or cure. Reliance on
homeopathy could well have been the cause of death
of the comedian Peter Sellers, who refused a bypass
operation (which has a high success rate) in favour
of homeopathic treatment — and, of course, died.
Many kinds of faith-healers have likewise dissuaded
patients from accepting orthodox medical treatment,
sometimes with fatal results. Of those patients, some
would no doubt have died even with orthodox (or
proved herbal) prescribed medical treatment or

surgery, but others would not.

Among the most histrionic and the most successful
(financially if not medically) of the faith-healers afe
still those who perform their “miracles” in the name
of Jesus — especially the American confident
tricksters known as tele-evangelists. So far we 1
Britain have been spared their tricks on TV, ¥
with the imminent introduction of Thatcherite
“choice” via satellite, only the “off” button on the
set will stand between these religious criminals afl*
vulnerable viewers in this country too.

The spectacularly gory “psychic surgery”, Pet'
formed mainly in the Philippines and televised ower
here some years ago, has conned many wester®
patients who ought to know better — proving na
only very lucrative for its practitioners but soffle
times, through neglect of more scientific treatmeD*!
fatal to its victims. It simply relies for its effects ®
the conjuror’s expertise in production and sleight d
hand, using animal gut and blood supplied by the
local butcher — and the rationalist conjuror Jaffl&
Randi, who has duplicated these effects d>
American TV with an honest explanation, showed a
video of this performance at a recent dinner ¥
London at which I was present. Though rather g°r*
to watch immediately after eating, it was well wort*
a little queasiness, both for its entertainment \d@&®
and its instructiveness; and it is to be hoped tha
Randi’s message will percolate to those patient5
contemplating a trip to the Philippines when thtf
would be more likely to benefit from a visit 10
hospital.

However, perhaps the greatest harm done t®
humanity by belief in miracles is simply the genet3
effect of the denial of reason and the power this givS
to ruthless charlatans.

God or Man: the Christian Dilemma M3 DAE

In his book The Sexuality of Christ in Renaissance
Art and Modern Oblivion (Faber and Faber), Leo
Steinberg traces some of the Church’s early struggles
to establish that Christ was both divine and human.
It had realised that he could not be simply one or
the other. Divinity alone set an insuperable barrier
between the Grecian Olympus and earth: gods and
goddesses had provided fodder for literature and
superstition but they had made little impact on the
daily life of mortals. When they became mortals it
was usually to satisfy some element of lust. Christ
could not become just another addition to the
Pantheon. But if he were to be portrayed as fully
human then the whole mythology built up around his
superhuman powers, the miracles, would collapse and
while he might be admired as a courageous pragma-
tist he could not be adored. He could differ from
other heroic men only in degree.
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Leo Steinberg shows how the dilemma of &
Church during the Renaissance appeared in painti*1®
of Christ, especially of those depicting the crucifix>(lj
Early portraits showed the dying Christ strippe.
naked and in the utmost extremity of agony, crucin
with criminals, in order to illustrate his total hey
lessness. Later these gruesome portraits had I®
cloths painted on to them so that his humanl
should not obtrude on his divinity or become
occasion of sin for some observers. o

The dilemma has been forced into the area
public discussion again by Martin Scorsese’s m #
The Last Temptation of Christ, over which si®
clerics and some lay people have got themselvesHij
a dreadful tizzy. The multiplicity of shocked 3
abusive epithets whizzing through the pages of

(continued on back Pa%
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"Being Reasonable"

Anglican clergyman wrote to Daniel O'Hara
'aformer Anglican clergyman, now an unbeliever)
Warning him against “rationalist fundamen-
talism". Here is an extract from his reply.

HOW \ise of you to warn against the dangers of

nationalist Fundamentalism”. By this, | take it
°u rcfer to those who want to impose very narrow
nd rigid criteria of what is reasonable. We know,

(°Wever, that something is always regarded as
reasonable” or “unreasonable” in relation to a
rPecific context. Thus, the Space programme may
as’nably reject an engineering component on the
reund that it fails to meet a tolerance of 0.0005",

?0‘” would be unreasonable to expect a bath plug

dreet such tight tolerances.

A wne may, however, reasonably ask a Christian why
e (°r she) refuses to accept the revelation of Joseph
rudh, the prophet of Mormonism. I’'m quite sure

OjUcould give me a thoroughly convincing account

why you are not a Mormon. | strongly suspect

j at your account would be largely based on reason;

w” d isn’t reasonable to suppose that the Angel

t0°r°ni (who?) appeared to Mr Smith, and led him

in a HH where he discovered gold plates inscribed
reformed Egyptian” (what?) which, by the aid
a magic stone, he was able to interpret as the

Aenderful history of how Jesus Christ travelled to

th°rti America. an(i b°w H was ~e land to which

te.“ten lost tribes” of lIsrael travelled and made

, d home. | expect you regard the saga as pure

nkum, and with very good reason. My point is
jg the doctrines of Christianity (or Judaism, or

%-arn) are, on those very same criteria, also bunkum,

j ere is surely no reason, is there, why one should

hand a higher or a lower onus of proof from the

4, nmts of one religion against those of any other?

fOe notion that in the sacrifice of the Mass, the

i ms of bread and wine are miraculously converted

J»- O Ihe substance of the body and blood of Christ

ha\ Secrn Quite unexceptionable to a Catholic who

“een n”octr>nated with it since early childhood;
to an objective observer it seems every bit as
S)sical as the wildest doctrines of Mormonism.

Unwise, the notion that a child could be
Itu acui®usly conceived without the agency of a
ak an father and rise bodily from the dead and
filenh into heaven (where?) might seem equally
shoni °Ws t0 the impartial observer. Why, then,

ty ” °ne accept any religion at all?
e ah of us exercise quite complex and diverse

\\e rPs of reasonableness every day of our lives, when
the€ nsider such questions as: “Have | time to cross
in before that car?”, “Can 1get to Paddington
of e for the 6.05?”, “Would mother prefer a box

t°colates or a potted plant?”, “Shall we go to
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Spain again this year?”, “Would Rodney mind if we
had fish again tonight?”, “Shall | try to get home in
time for ‘Brookside’, or wait for the Omnibus edition
on Saturday?”, “Should | take the job in Saudi
Arabia?”, “Shall | ask Monica to marry me?”
“Should | take a whole bottle of Paracetamol rather
than risk facing a long and painful death from
Cancer/Aids?” Surely you would not want to
exempt religion from such reasonable questioning?

In a game of cricket, people are content to let
who decides which team will open the batting rest
on the toss of a coin. That is not unreasonable. But
no one in his right mind would make a decision
about whether to buy a used car or a house on the
toss of a coin. The important consideration is:
“What is at stake?” It is upon our judgement about
the answer to this question that we decide what is
reasonable. It may not matter much whether we have
fish again tonight, or sausages, unless Rodney is
allergic to sausages or a vegetarian. Every decision
we make opens up one range of possibilities and
closes another. If we go to Spain again this year,
that doesn’t preclude the possibility of going to Italy
or Greece next year, unless, of course, |1 am facing
unemployment and may not be able to go abroad at
all next year, or have been diagnosed as having an
incurable illness and not more than six months to
live. Then it migh