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VISIONS OF THE VIRGIN

Children squashed to death in rush

SEVEN children and either one or two adults have been crushed to death in a
stampede to a church in the Shubra district of Cairo following a report of an
aPpearance of the Virgin Mary on a plain glass window above the altar.

~ary first graced Cairo by putting in
a series of appearances at a church in
Zeitoun district of Cairo starting
Pril 2. This series of “visions” the
peptic patriachate pronounced as
genuine” and crowds have been flock-
j?g to the Zeitoun Church ever since.
ae patriachate warned against a
~cond series of appearances, however,
~hich took place in the Dahir district
An°t at a church but “in a copper

.. Was inevitable, perhaps, that fur-
tHerappcaranees were to be reported at
p/ler churches, and, on May 19, the
nurch of St Michael the Archangel in
1e Shubra district was rumoured to
yavc been blessed with a vision of the
tjlren—first in glorious technicolour
en> after a couple of minutes, in
o.nochromish ~ “shadowy  outline”
rilch soon after vanished completely.

fiufra HME bt SHS iR, FOpUTRY

gp r,ct) an(J the church was soon be-

Ay thousands of stampedin

I, 'ts and children seeking cures an
€ssINgs

anT*“rty people were reported injured
eliii ['*Papers report the death of seven
ren kh an” one adult or °f s'x child-

saidant* tWO at’u'ts- The children are
12 to have been aged between 5 and

orgyears. In an effort to bring about

the police and civil defence

Sh* ers sealed off the area around the

ap”ra Church, while spiritual leaders

hyX,._»In8 for calm to ease the religious

enik na- Obviously, they were now
passed.

‘keeCHaPs as a diversion (or was it to

Ares burning’?) the open-air
tvom 3, at Zeitoun announced that it
dette /c screening The Song of Bertut-
i-oarj C w'th Jennifer Jones about

Believers may well ponder upon
Mary’s wisdom in deciding to visit
Cairo in this way. Non-believers are left
to dwell upon the six or seven children,
the slow death by crushing which they
suffered, and upon whom the final
responsibility should rest.

THE SPORT OF KINKS

WHILE recognising the time barrier
facing the Government in its legislative
programme, the National Secular
Society urges it to support Marcus
Lipton’s Staghunting with Hounds
(Abolition) Bill. This is not a matter of
conscience, unless it be guilty con-
science. Like bull and bear baiting it
automatically invites the censure of all
feeling men.

We acknowledge that sentimentality
and hypocrisy often enter discussions
of animal welfare, and that even vege-
tarians depend for their survival on
some measure of pest control. Attrac-
tive and normally gentle animals like
deer can sometimes breed into a nuis-
ance. Some killing may be necessary.

But to turn this into a bloody spec-
tacle of country lanes and on occasions
of city streets and describe it as a sport
of gentlemen is an intolerable disgrace
to a supposedly civilised country.

David Trim: President, NSS.

HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

SINCE May 24, 1967, the day the
Church of Scotland Assembly rejected
a motion asking sympathy for homo-
sexuals, not one homosexual has ap-
plied to the Church for help and advice.
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Now the rejected motion is being
brought back by the Church’s moral
welfare committee. While not condon-
ing or approving homosexual behavi-
our, it urges that a more sympathetic
understanding of those suffering from
homosexual tendencies is needed; min-
isters should show pastoral concern and
care, and the Government should con-
sider whether homosexual acts between
consenting adults should continue to be
an offence under the law of Scotland.

The Committee underlines the fact
that men coming to the Church for help
never came back, and that “no fresh
ones have appeared; thus any work of
rehabilitation or pastoral care has
ceased”. Homosexuals in the Church
have told the Committee that the
Church’s attitude “is one of unfeeling
condemnation”.

Last year a counter-motion said
homosexuality was a “source of un-
clcanness and deterioration in human
character”.

* * *

PRESENTATION TO

W. GRIFFITHS

MR William Griffiths, who was Hon-
orary Treasurer of the National Secular
Society, Chairman of Secular Soc-
iety Ltd.,, The Freethinker Endow-
ment Trust, G. W. Foote & Co. Ltd.
and Managing Editor of the Free-
thinker, resigned recently after many
years service to the movement. As a
token of appreciation, it has been de-
cided to make a presentation to Mr
Griffiths at the Chapman Cohen Cen-
tenary meeting on June 29. Mr Griffiths
was unable to attend the NSS Annual
Conference last year due to an opera-
tion, and his friends in the movement
will welcome this opportunity to honour
a member who has done so much work
behind the scenes.

All wishing to contribute to the
presentation should make cheques and
postal orders payable to the National
Secular Society, and send them to 103
Borough High Street, London, SE1. All
donations will be acknowledged.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Secular Society. Details of membership and inquiries
regarding bequests and secular funeral services may be obtained
from the General Secretary, 103 Borough High Street, London,
SE1. Telephone 01-407 2717. Cheques, etc., should be made
payable to the NSS.

Humanist Letter Network (International) and Humanist Postal
Book Service (secondhand books bought and sold). For informa-
'][ci_olrg1 0§ catalogue send 6d stamp to Kit Mouat, Mercers, Cuck-
icld, Sussex.

OUTDOOR

Edinburgh Branch NSS (The Mound)—Sunday afternoon and
evening: Messrs. Cronan and McRae.

Manchester Branch NSS, Platt Fields, Sunday afternoon, 3 p.m.:
Car Park, Victoria Street, Sunday evenings, 8 p.m.

Merseyside Branch NSS éPierhead)—Meetings: Wednesdays,
1 p.m.: Sundays, 3 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.

Nottingham Branch NSS (Old Market Square), every Friday,
lp.m.: T. M. Mosley.

INDOOR

British Humanist Association, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
London, WC1, June 8, 2.30 p.m.: Reunion Meeting for Harold
Blackham. All welcome.

Bristol Humanist Group, Kelmscott, 4 Portland Street, Clifton,
June 8, 7.30 p.m.: Garden Party.

Enfield and Barnet Humanist Group, 31 Windsor Road, London,
N13, Saturday, June 8, 8 p.m.: Social evening with slide-show
(bring your own).

Freethought-Humanist Film Club, 103 Borough High Street,
London, SE1, June 5, 7.30 p.m.: A meeting to discuss future
work of the Club. Please attend if interested.

NSS, West Kent Branch, Public Library, The Drive, Sevcnoaks,
Wednesday, June 5, 8 p.m.: Rev. Ogilvie, Margaret Mattiies
and others discuss “Religious Rights in Human Rights Year”.

100 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT
By DAVID TRIBE

“Lucid, accurate, well-organised book.”— Peter Fryer
in New Society.

Price 42/- from bookshops or by post (1/6)
THE FREETHINKER BOOKSHOP
103 Borough High Street, London, S.E.I

Friday, May 31,

H. J. BLACKHAM REUNION MEETING

TO mark Harold Blackham’s recent retirement
Directorship of the British Humanist Association, the BHj'
are arranging a reunion meeting to be held at Conway Hal ¢
Red Lion Square, London, WC1, on Saturday, June 8, a
2.30 p.m.

All friends and associates, and all who would like D
acknowledge Mr Blackham’ retirement, are invited t0
attend. In the main it will be a social event, with refresh-
ments, lasting until about 5 p.m. There will be no chafge
for admission.

Professor Ayer, President of the BHA, has been invited
to take part and to speak.

* *

QUOTE

“APPLICATIONS are invited for two A. J. Wheels
Fellowships tenable from October 1, 1968. These fello'V
ships have been established to encourage ‘efforts for '
creased knowledge of Man and his physical make-up so &
to enable him to make better use of his life here on earth’
and are open to graduates of outstanding promise who wi“
normally wish to undertaken research in any of the follow-
ing fields: Education, Life Sciences, Mathematics, Meteor-
ology, Molecular Biology, Neurobiology, Psychology (e9
pecially in the fields of Psychophysiology and Education3
Psychology;, Social Sciences (including Economics 313
Geéography).”

An announcement in the Public Appointments column5
of the Guardian (May 21).

* * *

OBSTACLES TO MORAL EDUCATION

THE two main obstacles to the moral education of chilJfen
are religion, and the authoritarian attitude of many parent
and teachers.

This challenging assertion was made by Maurice H'’
Vice-Chairman of the Humanist Teachers’ Associatin'l
opening his talk on “The Development of Social C°nj
science” last week to the West Kent Branch of the Nation3
Secular Society.

Children are quick to see that society is dishonest in n°
following the rules it advocates, such as “thou shalt n3
kill > and_*love thy neighbour” and the hypocrisy of da*
worship in school.

Hie most effective moral teaching is rationally, rat®[
than religiously based, and it is important to place el
phasis on love rather than hate.

Report from Margaret Mattl'eS

RI AND SURVEYS

Opinion Polls on Religious Education in
State Schools
By MAURICE HILL

Price 1/- (plus 4d postage)

Published by the
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
103 Borough High Street, London, SE1 -
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CIVIL LIBERTIES

National Council for Civil Liberties: AGM

A Report from G. N. Deodhekar

THE Annual General Meeting of the National Council for
M Liberties was held at Mahatma Gandhi Hall, Fitzroy
~uare, London, WI, on May 4-5, 1968.

With the Government ‘devaluating’ the British passport,
nd dockers striking to express support for Enoch Powell,

"as inevitable that race relations should figure promin-
ently in the Emergency Resolutions of the Conference.

The Conference ‘deplored’ the Commonwealth imrni-
firants Act 1968, ‘welcomed’ the Race Relations Bill and
exPressed ‘deep concern’ at Enoch Powell’s “racialist
sPeech” in three separate resolutions. Serious humanists
may care to study them in full:

Emergency Resolution: Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1968

he AGM deplores the Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1968
"nich was drafted in panic, passed without adequate considera-
lon and with indecent haste, and which represents the complete
negation of racial equality within the Commonwealth.

h calls for the repeal of the Act and especially those clauses
rhtch relate right of entry to birthplace of grandparents or
0,ncr similar considerations.

It notes that the Act was not accompanied by the introduction
0L an appeals system as recommended by the Wilson Committee
Prd that without this safeguard immigrants have no protection
Tt?Inst Ife Emitted prejudices of some immigration oflicers,

he NCCL renews its demand for a rational immigration policy
ased on national and local economic need and social capacity
egardless of race or colour. Executive Committee.

Emergency Resolution: Race Relations Bill

his AGM whilst regretting the need for any group of the
P°Pulation to require protection from discrimination on the
grounds of ethnic or cultural origin:
Welcomes the Government’s recognition of this need, but
) Regrets that the Race Relations Bill 1968 is inadequate for
this purpose, and
™ Urges its strengthening by
(0 the prohibition of religious discrimination (clause 1),
vesting in the Race Relations Board power to compel the
disclosure of documents and the examination of witnesses
hy due process of law to enable the Board to perform its
investigatory function (clause 14(3?a),
'M) the revocation of the provision allowing discrimination in
the interest of preserving a racal balance amongst
. employees (clause 8(2) & (3)),
tlv) the vesting in appropriate County Courts the power to
grant general damages to a person found to have been
f4i recriminated against (clause 21).
(M \lrec,!! the officers and o
) Requests all affiliated organisations and members to make
immediate representations in the terms of this resolution to
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Race Rela-
Jons Bill and for this purpose appends hereto the names of
[T 'C members thereof.

G frelf**0wWcd here an Appendix listing all 32 names including
*n. R Roberts, the Chairman.]

r. Francis Deutscii, Andrew D. Watson.
.j~crRency Resolution: Racialism

sPcc expresses its deep concern at the recent racialist
tinli Mr Enoch Powell, the wave of irrational prejudice

of ,1 hed by it, and the consequent revelation of the seriousness
u white problem.
thc hQucsts Ihc Executive Committee to consider without delay
pOs j/ding of a teach-in on racialism, and to seek the widest
It i Publicity through television and other media.
orga®so.Urges all NCCL members, local groups and affiliated
juuic Isallons to use all their energies to combat racial pre-
acdir\ . crld the civil riﬁhts of coloured citizens, and spread
a,c information on this vital subject.
Executive Committee.
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Another minority was featured in yet another emergency
resolution by which Conference condemend the unprece-
dented operation carried out by the West Midlands Con-
stabulary to expel gypsy families from Walsall at dawn
on March 27. lvan Geffen’s detailed and graphic descrip-
tion of the events ensured that resolution was passed
nem con.

David Tribe moved a resolution on euthanasia on behalf
of the National Secular Society. The resolution read:

Euthanasia

This AGM calls atlention to the natural rights of individuals io

seek euthanasia for themselves when their lives have become

intolerable, and for their doctors to be able to help them without
risking a criminal prosecution.

Mr Tribe’s speech was persuasively delivered and to the
point. The usual objections to euthanasia were not vigor-
ously voiced and the resolution was passed by a very large
majority, as was another resolution from the NSS, moved
by David Tribe, drawing attention to the rights of children.

Of special interest to secularists and humanists was lvan
Geffen’s resolution on Religious Instruction. Since a resolu-
tion on somewhat similar lines had been adopted the
previous year, this resolution went through without any
difficulty. It read:

Religious Instruction ) o o
This AGM affirms that to impose the giving and receiving of
religious instruction on teachers and schoolchildren and the
observance of acts of worship on schools is to attack a funda-
mental civil right of parents, teachers and children in a field
where freedom of choice is essential, and calls for the amend-
ment of the Education Act 1944 so as to provide for a daily
assembly without worship and for the exclusion of dogmatic
teaching about ideas and behaviour.

The British Humanist Association’s resolution on broad-
casting was moved by David Pollock and supported by
David Tribe on behalf of the National Executive of the
NCCL. The Conference accepted the resolution which read:

Religious Broadcasting

This AGM, noting that the Pilkington Report on broadcasting

recommended that “non-religious bodies such as the Humanist

Groups should be allowed their fair share of time in contro-

versial broadcasting outside periods set aside for religious broad-

casting”, and that Lord Hill (Chairman of the BBC) in his letter
to The Times (December 14, 1967) ignored this recommendation

in his statement of BBC policy, calls for an immediate revision
of BBC policy and practice.

A resolution which included a demand for legislation of
marijuana was defeated; however, the Executive’s resolu-
tion which included a demand for the withdrawal of ex-
tended police powers under the Dangerous Drugs Act 1967
was adopted.

To what extent should the State interfere in ordering the
sexual behaviour of its citizens? This question has been
debated at great length in recent years and the answer has
been: within narrow and defined limits. The principle in-
volved was stated in a pithy resolution moved by Edgar
eriglrln and adopted by Conference which will bear quoting
in full:

Sexual Offences
This AGM believing that the individual’s freely chosen sexual

(iContinued on page 176)
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CAXTON'S PLAGE IN HISTORY

A previously unpublished work by one of the most famous and
prolific writers in freethought literature. Joseph McCabe (1867-
1955) took a leading part in various rationalist organisations
both in England and In the USA. For this article, we are in-
debted to Charles V. Bryan of Colorado who bought it from
McCabe for a book he was writing; the article was not used and
has been given to the “Freethinker” who now hold the copy-

right.

UNTIL his forty-eighth year William Caxton was just one
of dozens of London merchants who grew fat on their
trade and died in complete obscurity, yet he is almost the
only man of the stirring fifteenth century—the culminating
century of the Renaissance—whose name is still generally
known and respected in the entire English-speaking world.
His thirty years as a merchant were, however, an important
step in his rise to world-fame. He was a mercer, a dealer
in textile fabrics, and the clothing of the upper tenth of
England in brocades and velvets instead of the rough
homespun of the Dark Ages was a symbol of the change
that had come over it.

The awakening of the country after the heavy slumbers
of the Dark Age was mainly due to stimulation by a
brilliant Arab civilisation in Spain and Sicily, but the rest
of Europe borrowed from this little more than its clothes,
in the broadest sense; the superficial and artistic splendour,
from architecture and art to such things as cleanliness and
carpets, music and letters, silks and velvets. Underneath
the glittering externals the general character was still
vicious, cruel, and treacherous to an appalling extent. It is
a shere myth that from 100 to 1400 a.d. Europe had en-
joyed an Age of Chivalry, in the idealist sense; and, in the
fifteenth century, as Caxton often deplored and most
historians admit, the character of knights and princes had
further deteriorated. But it was something that the love of
beauty, to which mercers as well as artists contributed,
should be fostered, and in helping to extend this to the
stimulation of intellect and character Caxton’s work as
writer and printer played a notable part.

For centuries the soft green hills of England had bred
countless flocks of sheep—the “Roast Beef of Old Eng-
land” was not a national emblem until a later date—and
the wool had been very largely shipped to the Netherlands,
particularly Belgium. This part of Europe was, in Caxton’s
time, under the Duke of Burgundy, and, through France,
the finer Arab arts of weaving had naturally reached
Belgium before they were adopted in England. The wool
came back as velvets and brocades and fine cloth, and
many of the mercers of London were as familiar with
Bruges, then the chief city of Belgium, as with their own
country. Caxton had been apprenticed to the trade at about
the age of seventeen, though this was a special kind of
apprenticeship, separating him widely from the crowd of
rowdy apprentices to the other trades. He lived, on family
terms, in the house of his master, one of the richest mer-
chants in the city, and doubtless he often met there the
Flemish merchants who were hospitably lodged in it
during their visits. He was, in fact, sent at about the age
of twenty to the Flemish city of Bruges, which was then
probably as rich as and more cosmopolitan than London.
France was still languishing under the devastation of the
Hundred Years’ War with England, while the cities of
Belgium and Holland prospered and grew. Bruges had
then a canal to the sea, and vessels from Southern Europe
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Douglas Bramwell

and the North as well as from England moored at !|s
quays; and these cities were almost democratic in their
pride and independence.

So the young merchant, having passed his apprentice-
ship, remained thirty further years in this stimulating
environment and became not only prosperous but ue
governor of the guild or colony of English merchants. Hs
importance in trade and in diplomatic missions led h
friendships with high nobles of both the Burgundian and
the English courts, and with some of the more importanl
men and women of the time.

He explains that as his leisure grew he wanted wider
occupations than trade, so he turned to literature and began
to rise out of the merchant class. We may suppose that tne
aristocratic world in which he moved had not a little to do
with this. For the heavy learning of the Germans and d’e
Dutch he had no inclination. He preferred the sparkling
romantic literature of the south—the long war with France
was now over—and he decided to translate some of this
for his culturally-backward countrymen. He had a thorough
knowledge of French and, apparently, some acquaintance
with Latin, and, in 1468, he forty-seventh year, he begalj
to translate a French Collection of Histories of Troy.
he found, and complained, that the slow and laborious
writing on white sheets of paper—the Arabs had discovered
the making of paper centuries earlier and passed it on t°
Europe—tired his eyes, and he turned with interest to the
news of a new German art of multiplying books by the
use of a printing press.

The controversy as to whether the German Gutenberg
had discovered this or had been anticipated in Hollad
has ended in a general recognition that Gutenberg has th
honour, but that there had been some obscure experimen
on that line in Holland some years before. Neither seent
to have profited by the practice of printing in China ffOj
the first century b.c. onward. The medieval Arabs an
Persians had had a far greater zeal for books than tn
Greeks and the Romans. Their royal library at Cordov
had had about half a million beautifully-written an
bound books, yet they never learned to print books. Eith
they did not hear of the Chinese invention, or they R
that what could be done with the Chinese language. *
which each character is a complete word, could not
done with the polysyllabic western language. They thel,
fore to the end of their civilisation had large numbers |,
copyists, generally young women, writing out, in beauty
script, their hundreds of thousands of books. Experts hjL
that the single city of Cordova produced about 7572
books a year, while the most zealous of the few lafg
abbeys which undertook copying (almost entirely relig'0
works) turned out less than 200 books a year. The inv?
tion of printing may be compared with the supercessi
of the hand-loom by the power-loom in the ninetee
century.

The early printed page was an exact copy of the
page, each letter being cut, at first in wood, in the sa
form as the scribe wrote it; they were so closely alike
fact that there is a story that, when Gutenberg’s collf2”
Fust (or Faust, though he has no connection with
famous legend of Faust) found that sometimes a e
manuscript sold for more than a printed book s
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suspected magic in this secret art—he fraudulently repre-
“ented his printed book as hand-written. From cutting out
Otters in wood the industrious and very secret experi-
nienters at Mainz, where Gutenberg lived, soon got to
cutting them out in metal, impressing this in a mould of
cement or paste, and pouring in a molten softer metal
uke lead. But some years before Caxton went to Germany
iu learn (or buy) the technique, one of the fighting bishops

Germany took Mainz and scattered the experimenters
m the new art over Europe, from Italy to Holland. The
art now made comparatively rapid progress. More skilful
artists were engaged to cut out the type, harder metal was
Used in founding it, letters were cut in the pairs which were
j"Cet frequently used (it, an, we, etc.) or groups, and the
ace of the fount varied.

A was already improved when Caxton set up his little
m°rkshop at Bruges, where, in 1474, he, or his assistant
olard Mansion, brought out the first book that was
Printed in English: The Recuyall of the Histories of Troye,
wnch Caxton had long been engaged in translating. It

I'my Was a vcry POPular romantic novel and had very
* to do with the siege of the ancient city of Troy.

He had finished his career as a mercer, and his appeal
in"pnow to the small educated class of nobles and knights
f England, so in 1476 he packed his paraphernalia, sailed
wl. ngland, and began the period of tremendous industry
hi G maintained until his death in 1492. He established
J? shop in the precincts of Westminster Abbey, and from

Is some want us to infer that the monks and their abbot
atronised the new art. But the abbot just drew rent from
. ni as any other property-owner would and may not even

ve been aware what was being done in one of the shops
L-Und the fringe or precincts of the abbey, which were

Ired to traders who paid rent to the treasurer.

ev”hile Caxton was certainly an orthodox Christian—he
Hen Urf%ed the Kking to organise a new crusade to deliver
ne city of Jerusalem from the Turks—and published a
j*ber of religious books, his patrons were chiefly found
la me higher nobility. It was not a propitious time for
y Hching a new invention upon England. The Hundred

ars’ War with France had barely ended when the great

M DEARLY LOVED BELIEFS

He Castro showed well his religious thinking
An g article, God and Nature (Philippines Free Press,

A ' 1968) questioned my article, Science v. the
aske<), atlir°l (Philippines Free Press, March 30, 1968). He

<(K

forJ~ life give origin to itself? Did the constituents of the first
chenv —IPc atoms> protons, neutrons, electrons and
hein ICA clemcnts—come into being by themselves? A Supreme
eXisty; °ne "bo 's af)ove nature, must have caused nature to

mett tUre gave origin to life. The first forms of living
actiogr  ere results of electro-chemical reactions and inter-
AT sur,*'SH among the earliest chemicals of the
Htgj! ~Fe hydrocarbons interacted with ammonia and
4ue  became amino acids and flowed into the seas. In
Prot‘Ime. after thousands of years, the amino acids became
<Verns ax] protoplasms (with nucleic acid, the repro-
' ~e media of living forms.

°f tif re/ erence>please read the following books: Origin
.6 by A. I. Aparin, The Physics and Chemistry of
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struggle for the crown, the War of the Roses, a civil war
that lasted thirty years, brought a new misery on the land.

Thus it was during twenty years of revolt, battle, and
seething passion that Caxton performed the remarkable
task of printing—remember how laborious the work then
was—about a hundred books, of which he himself trans-
lated one-fourth from French or Latin. He was a good
linguist and one of the best writers of English in his day;
and the artistic conscientiousness of his work is seen in the
surviving specimens, of which | have seen a number in the
British Museum.

In spite of the turbulence of the times he was fortunate
in having the support of several kings and very influential
nobles. Edward 1V, who financed one of his ventures, and
Edward’s sister, the Duchess of Burgundy (a warm per-
sonal friend), were greatly interested in his early ventures.
Later, the short-lived Richard 111 and the powerful
Henry VII encouraged him. Some of the highest nobles
befriended him and doubtless went to admire the mysteries
of his shop. Often he printed a book at the request of some
noble, who helped to defray expenses.

He was very conservative both in his religion and in
politics, and we might paraphrase the saying of Emerson
about Luther and suppose that he would have cut off his
right hand rather than print a line if he had forseen how
great a service printing would render to the Reformers of
the next century. Writers sometimes express surprise that
he never printed an English Bible, or part of it. The ex-
planation generally given is that there was no demand for
it. Certainly it was little read, especially by the frivolous
English nobles before the Reformation, but it is possible
that he saw how itinerant preachers in the streets of
London already used it for violent attacks on the Church.
Of service in the social sense he had no idea. Ninety per
cent of the nation could not read and he had no mind to
see them taught to read. He, in the old saying, “builded
better than he knew”. He gave England the press, and
within a hundred years English ships were taking printed
books to the New World. And this was only the germ of a
means of education which, properly used would rid the
race of all its clogging prejudices.

Life, an anthology of a Scientific American, How Life
Began by Irving Adler, The Dawn of Life by J. H. Rush,
The Structure and Evolution of the Universe by G. J.
Whitrow, The Nature of the Universe by Fred Hoyle, The
Universe at Large by Hermann Bondi, Biography of the
Earth by George Gamow, The Birth and Death of the
Sun by George Gamow, and The Stars by Irving Adler.

Matter cannot come from nothing, nor can it be reduced
to nothing. This, as many of us know, is the foundation of
physics. The universe, therefore, has neither beginning nor
end. Atoms and their electrons, protons, and neutrons are
inherent in matter. Nobody created the universe in much
the same way that nobody created time and space. The
universe has always been in continuous flux, change, or
cosmic evolution.

The ideas represented by the words “God” and “super-
natural” were only inventions of primitive men in the
remote past who knew nothing about nature and who spun
myths to explain life and the universe!

Gonzalo Quiogue.
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THE LOGISTICS OF PROPHECY

ONE of the surest proofs of the divine authority of the
Bible, so the faithful diligently inform us, is the enormous
number of fulfilled prophecies contained within it. In
claiming such powers for their scriptures, of course, cham-
pions of the Bible are suggesting no more than has been
advanced at an earlier age, for the divinity associated with
the Sibyline Books of Rome, the Delphic Oracle of Greece
and the astrological writings of ancient Babylon. As the
majority of Christians appear quite happy in explaining
away such phenomena in purely naturalistic terms, it
would therefore be interesting to discover whether or not
a similar process could provide a complete, and entirely
secular explanation of the prophetic abilities regularly
ascribed to the Bible.

To begin with, a prophecy, to be accepted as such, must
be specific in its application; a condition which, in itself,
immediately rules out the majority of the Biblical claims to
fore-knowledge. The ‘Messianic’ Psalm 22, for example, is
often accepted by Christians as an astonishingly accurate
prophecy of the death of Jesus. And vyet, in reality, it is
nothing of the kind—a reading of the Psalm reveals that
its author (David?) is speaking, apparently, of himself, and
not of one to come. There is nothing, apart from the
Gospel narratives themselves, to suggest any connection
between the two, and hence it seems we must be ignorant
as to which parts of the Old Testament are prophetic, until
such times as Jesus fulfils them; a superb example of
circular reasoning which does not prove anything at all.

Of the prophecies escaping this criticism, many more
fail to be specific in time. Isiah 19:18, for example, in-
forms us that five Egyptian cities will speak the language
of the Canaanites, and when, two and a half niillenia later,
this has still not come to pass, it might be considered fair
comment to state that the prophecy was false. But this is
not so, the Christians inform us, as Isaiah never said when
this would take place, and there is still time yet. In this
way, of course, such prophecies can never be disproved at
all, and since they cannot, by any means, have their validity
tested, are completely useless as a ‘proof’ of the truth of
the Bible. Were 1, for example, to set myself up as a
prophet, and predict that Ashby-de-la-Zouch United would
win the FA cup, | could never be exposed provided | were
not so foolhardy as to state exactly when this wonderful
event would supposedly occur. In a hundred years time,
such an event may actually happen, and my disciples could
at once spread the word that another of my prophecies
had been fulfilled. But this would be no proof that | was a
prophet: simply that | was a clever rogue.

It must also be remembered that prophecies concerning
the Messiah cannot seriously be considered. Historically,
we know nothing at all about Jesus of Nazareth, and the
only accounts of his life with which we are presented were
written by men who very much wanted him to fulfil Old
Testament prophecy. In this, it is certain, their zeal very
often exceeded their veracity; Matthew, for example, at-
tempting to make the location of Christ’s upbringing (Matt.
2:23) a ‘fulfilment’ of Judges 13 :5, which is actually a
command to Samson’s pregnant mother not to cut her
son’s hair! Under the circumstances, therefore, it would seem
no more than reasonable to view with gravest suspicion,
the remaining prophecies which Jesus allegedly fulfilled.

When strictures such as these are applied, the numerical
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value of Biblical prophecies dwindles almost to vanishing
point. But one further condition remains, namely that thefe
must exist proof that the prophecy was written before »
event it prophecied occurred. Thus, for example, Ezektf
26, one of the most celebrated examples of fulfill
prophecy, can be accepted as such if, and only if, thefe
exists positive and independent evidence that it was con)
mitted to paper before Tyre was actually destroyed. It.s
an indisputable fact that the Jews were inveterate forgej
(the ‘Song of Solomon’, for example, was not written untl
many centeuries after its author was supposed to hae
lived) and, on inductive grounds alone, forgery would seenl
a much more likely explanation than revelation to expl3’1
the phenomenon under discussion. At any event, proof t°
the contrary does not appear to be forthcoming, and itb
surely with the defenders of these ‘prophecies’ that the
burden of proof must lie.

To these conditions must be added the tendency f°r
prophecies to fulfil themselves independently of super
natural intervention. During the Wall Street Crash,
example, one of the most important factors in aggravatu®
the disaster was the fact that people acted as though 3
disaster would occur. Similarly, the return of Israel to t®
Jews ceases to be miraculous when it is remembered tha
the multifarious prophecies relating to this in the Oa
Testament have played a considerable part in channeling
the Hebrew’s energies and aspirations in this direction. T1
fall of the Aztec Empire occurred largely because it cltl
zens implicity believed in its imminence: there appears rjl
difficulty in believing that the rise of the modern JeWU
state is not simply the operation of the same powers 1
reverse.

The workings of chance may easily account for the iff
prophecies which remain. Isaiah, for example, in 1l
twentieth chapter, prophecies the Assyrian conquest O
Egypt and Ethiopia. History reveals that he was corre®
in his first guess, but wrong in his second; a perforniard
which, particularly in view of its unspecified time I'I1’
hardly requires the assumption of a divinity to furnish
explanation. The Bible, as any casual reading will rev#l
abounds in prophecies which have, for the most part, be
disasterously mistaken, and, by the law of averages
one would naturally expect some to be correct.

It can thus be shown that the enormous number
‘fulfilled’ Biblical prophecies confidently asserted by j
Fundamentalists, are the result of nothing more
lous than a failure to apply the scientific method to
claims. Of course, even if verified prophecies did appear()(
the Scriptures in considerable numbers (which they do tL|)j
they would not, in themselves, prove divine authorship- Fe
theories of J. W. Dunne, and modern research into \
phenomenon of precognition would have to be examjb
to see if they produced more credible explanations. *
is, however, the number of totally erroneous pr°P "its
contained in Holy Writ dismisses forever the claim ot
divine inspiration, and provides those with a more sc‘Qrlji
frame of mind with an explanation for them all, both *
and false, far surpassing in its clarity and simplicity’ ~
Christian’s own. It is therefore true to conclude that
question of prophecy in the Bible remains one r
strongest of the many arguments in favour of its exp¥
tion in totally naturalistic terms.
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the art of self-deception

Averse roads lead to self-deception and more often
ai} an Man pays heavily for the “modern” thinkers
? M?%- The alleged healers of our times should stick to
eahng, if they are so able, and refrain from writing books
«ai°h all too often expose their own dichotomous think-
Currently the new “saint”, Joel S. Goldsmith (sup-
P°sedly anti-orthodoxy) propounds the truth that Man is
~slaved because he believes in two powers: good and
vil. He goes so far as to say that there is no power at
*s0 much for that!
goldsmith rightly asserts that unless scriptures are de-
eded we are in a bad way. However, we ascertain he has
ot keen able to find the key with which to unlock the
ode as we become aware of his literal approach to the
llogories, parables and myths in the scriptures.
W accepts the Adam and Eve allegory as historical fact!
in  tile most deadly blow to his own wisdom is inherent
> his insistence on the fallacy of good and evil power,

niet  *S*n F’teri darkness and negates his own preach-

,We know that a Christian child is indoctrinated with deadly
ear of evil power even before he is able to understand and
Protect himself. He is not allowed to forget that men with evil
Power crucified the alleged Jesus Christ. He is moulded, in
captive audience, with the horrible crucifix plastered cvery-
At e j° rem*nd him °f the power of evil.” .
this juncture Goldsmith runs into his own ruin since he
cepts the historicity of Jesus Christ and in so doing he
¢, GPts the power of evil which was able to crucify the
al. r,stian “saviour”. Inadvertently, he also accepts the
evr@ “esus Christ as a double-minded man, over whom
* 'men had power. Here Goldsmith’s basic teaching is
Njroyed at the very root.
Wr u0, ~ estern Man suffers from many illnesses: two of
Ich are schizophrenia and cancer. Mental disorders
sed by schizophrenia are now at epidemic proportions.

CHEMOCRACY VERSUS DEMOCRACY

CHEMOCRACY versus democracy was lire choice facing
il nKind”, said Dr Paul Rom the Adlerian psychologist in
s opening address to the Luton Humanist Group.
jn Rom (chairman of the International Association of
Is>vrival Psychologists, and author of the recently pub-
/ie/Gi Alfred Adler and the Understanding of Human
Pos™k°M) c0'ncri the term ‘Chemocracy’ to describe a
'bin  le human society controlled by drugs—an autocracy
""as chemical means. He considered that this term
*Uh ?arricularly relevant after recent press comments that
gj an aggression could be controlled by the addition of
chem-1C(* a8ents into the water supply. If this and other
to Mm18  controlling society were not eventually
crasc IrPlemented, mankind must learn to be truly demo-
to ,1C Democracy was ‘order with freedom’ as opposed
hast ¢, autocracy (order without freedom) practised in the
dtijj 'hroughout society and now, in Paul Rom’ opinion,
frO Poetised in most schools. If mankind was to progress
FYicT an autocratic society—and Dr Rom thought Eng-
deni s Present political system was more autocratic than
ref0?craric—to a democratic society, the beginning to the
TRrivir,Ust he in the schools. . ]
ay * r Rom’s opinion, the autocratic system in schools

1M universities throughout the world was collapsing
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Man’ dichotomous thinking is the responsible factor for
all our ills. It seems logical to assume that split thinking
will sooner or later affect the body cells which are also
splitting uncontrollably in cancer!

Today, March 3, 1968, | am treated to a large news-
photo on the front page depicting grown me nand some
boy scouts posing with a large placard reading: thou
shalt not kill—while the killing in Vietnam and (else-
where) is going on around the clock. Can we point to a
more lucid example of schizophrenia? The participants
look deadly serious and of a self-righteous mien—it is stark
raving madness; and a regurgitating sight it is!

The art of self-deception is deeply rooted in the Chris-
tian psyche. Straight thinking is difficult for most because
it is often painful, but so is dichotomous thinking and that
leads only to insanity. Straight and fearless thinking is our
only hope.

Goldsmith has written a number of books, one of which
is entitled Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture; in view of
his obviously carnal understanding about Adam and Eve
and Jesus Christ | shall not waste my energy on reading
this one.

Putting a new patch on idolatry only makes the idols
more hideous and has the dubious power of further solidi-
fying Man in error and evil. Much is made of the still
small voice of conscience; which in truth is turned into a
deadly weapon against mankind. Conscience is learned and
it is used to harness Man to his particular persuasion. A
false conscience keeps mankind in bondage to tyranny.
Every conscience-seller should be exposed for what he is
—a fraudl

Albeit Joel S. Goldsmith did rediscover some truisms,
but it is the syncronization of the rediscovered truisms with
the deadness (insane) literal concepts of scriptures which
must eventually prove harmful.

and corporal punishment no longer achieved its objective
of unquestioning obedience. If autocracy was not be re-
placed by anarchy (freedom without order) a more demo-
cratic and humanistic attitude was required of teachers
towards pupils.

Dr Rom, a disciple of Alfred Adler, felt that the whole
education of children should centre round the treatment
of each child as an individual organism with its own goal in
life. For, according to Paul Rom’s thesis, each child has a
different goal and attitude. Discipline in the usual sense of
the word was wrong, and only led to further problems for
the child and society. If bad goals could be recognised in
a child at an early stage, action could be taken to guide the
child towards a more responsible attitude within society.
If a teacher noticed a child making power, attention or
revenge his goal, he could call, if necessary, on assistance
from parents and psychologists to assist the pupil in over-
coming his particular problems.

Dr Rom cited many examples where he had utilised his
methods in dealing successfully with children in the class-
room and approved schools. He summed up his talk by
stressing how essential it was for religious education to be
abolished in its present form, and for it to be replaced with
a more humanistic attitude of social responsibility and

personal discipline. Report from Clive H. Godfrey,
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CIVIL LIBERTIES
(Continued from page 171)

behaviour is his or her private and personal concern and not the
province of the criminal law,

welcomes the Government’s intention that there should be a
review of the laws relating to sexual offences,

urges that this should be based upon the pr|n0|ple that the State
has no cause to interfere with or punish sexual behaviour
which does not involve assault, interference with children below
the age of puberty, or an affront to decency causing annoyance
or nuisance in public,

and calls for continuing vigilance and protest by the NCCL
against laws, prosecutions and sentences which infringe upon
the citizen’s right to pursue sexual happiness as he sees fit.

There were still other resolutions on censorship, rights of
silence, privacy, legal aid, etc., and there was organisational
business to be dealt with: the Annual Report, accounts,
and elections of the Executive Committee, etc. (David Tribe
was among those elected). The Conference had fore-
gathered for a wine and cheese party; altogether, a week-
end when one’s time was valuably spent.

Letters to the Editor

NOTE: Letters exceeding 200 words may be cut, abbreviated,
digested or rewritten.

Religious Humanism

IN your issue of May 17, E. C. Vandcrlaan (USA) docs less than
justice to the Fellowship of Religious Humanists which was
founded in Yellow Springs, Ohio, in 1963.

In particular he says rather disparagingly “They have begun to
publish a small quarterly to which | have not cared to subscribe”.
This would seem to imply that he has not seen the magazine
Religious Humanism to which he refers.

The five issues of the magazine which I have had all contained
articles and other material of a very high standard, of interest to
all Humanists whether or not they consider themselves to be of the
“religious” variety. It is ably edited by Dr Edwin H. Wilson who
previously edited the (American) Humanist so successfully for
many years. Recent issues have contained articles by Martin A.
Larson, A. Eustace Haydon and Corliss Lamont.

The subscription is $3 a year and the address of the Fellowship
is Box 278, Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387. Alan E. Woodford.

[/ share your admiration for this magazine’s very high standard.
—Ed.]

Reply (o E. G. Macfarlanc
Man and Community (May 10) was based upon 32 years’ consis-
tent study of Marxism although | did not mention Marx by name.
E. G. Macfarlane wonders “how many modem freethinkers now
accept this quite unrealistic statement” (that “In emancipating him-
self in the material sphere man also emancipates himself in the
reflected mental sphere, in his religious consciousness”). It’s doubt-
ful if many freethinkers have studied Marx. Only one passage
from the old genius himself: “Does it require deep intuition to
comprehend that man’s ideas, views and conceptions, in a word,
man’s consciousness, changes with every change in the conditions
of his material existence, in his social relations and in his social
life? What else does the history of ideas prove than that intellec-
tual production changes its character in proportion as material
production is changed?” (1848). 1968: Space-age science has des-
troyed the religious conception of God being “up there”. Trans-
plant surgery is destroying the conception of man possessing a
soul. Discoveries around DNA are revealing the origin of life and
possible creation of life.

“The Russian workers are being educated to be Russians first”.
Precisely. Proof of what | wrote: neither the workers nor their
rulers are socialists. R. Stuart Montague.
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Racialism
I AM surprised at the almost complete silence from the
thinker re the recent race issues. One would have thought tiw
this paper would have been in the forefront in the attack O
racialism. | consider that at the moment this should be &wmn
greater priority than the attack on religion,

If Mr Enoch Powell’s odious doctrines are to prevail, then D
Freethinker and Humanists movements will suffer a setbac
from which they will find it difficult to recover. L. LaZAES

Discrimination on the Middle Way

I MUST confess that | find Michael Cregan's attempt to discover
a Middle Way twixt sense and nonsense more amusing than e?'
lightening. Should he insist on historically unviable parabol'
accounts of actual events, it is only fair to distinguish betwee
those accounts which so distort history as to be meaningless, an
those which manage to salvage a kernel of truth. The latter soj m
like Animal Farm merely change the names of the principal partl*
cipants, “only the story remains the same”, whilst the former a‘/
as philosophically valuable as The Wind in the Wlllows or TM
Book of the Frozen Herd. . H. CoMA.

Confrontation
“ Although | am not an atheist, | would very much Iike 0]
send you some questions from the Christian viewpoint .

R. M. SIMPSO-

If the opportunlty arises for me to take part in the PreP°Sj
confrontatlon will certainly do so, however, | was rather alarm0
at the suggestion made in your article about removing from c°n
tributors articles that which was thought of as repetitive*Ql'l
sometimes has to do this to stress a point. In fact your suggestion ’
or better, proposals on the conduct of the confrontation seemed 1
me at times to advocate a form of censorship. No doubt 1an

right off the mark in this but that was the impression | got
Rev. Christopher Strothe =

. 1 wish you luck regarding your ‘Confrontationl’jscl\r}lerne N
. o

. .1 think highly of your proposals for a ‘Confrontation” W»
the opponents of atheism. It is right that they should be given .
chance to meet their opponents on what might be called ‘od |

terms’. | shall be delighted to contribute to the atheist side, a,,

though | know the other side very well by personal experience m
Peter Cro

Secular churches S

ONCE in the pulpit bne can get to work on it with an axe; m ,
is the strategy of their Reverends Edwards and Thompson in 1
formation of their secular churches. To aid in their “holy ct .
sade”, | too have decided to don the chasuble with the hacks
hidden in the sleeve, and therefore announce the formation of n®
own new Church, There arc, of course, some difficulties; a chur j
should have a bishop—and then where are my archblshops a,
cardinals? Promotions pile up, and, albeit reluctantly, | find n
nothing remains but for me to declare myself Pope.

Our first service will be held on St Bradlaugh’s Day, in a 5
converted vegetable warehouse in Penge. After an eloquent addf»
by myself on “Unconverting the converted”, the congregation y
kneel for a short period of freethink, and will then rise to
from Secularism Ancient and Modern the moving hymn
Foote our help in ages past”. .6

We will then leave the buildin% (NSS Truth Society pamp]lL
available en passant), confident that by our activities and sef
we really have shown the light of rationalism to the world.

Pope (formerly Michael) CrE
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