ReWtered at the Q p Q
as a Newspaper

Friday, November 2nd, 1956

The Freethinker

NeLXXVI-Nn aa

lo deal in a couple of articles with the hundred”
mcn's made by Dr. Werner Kellerinto b o Jooking

“ History, is, of course, quite ‘mP? London Evening
wough the chapters reproduced m n take him

News, 1am amazed, not only that a Science by
scnously, but at his startling admissions t
n° means proves the Bible was right Q“fabulous.”

For example, he actually calls King
And h%v commences his

oynt .
% I." =" Rotations from
Sihng SpIn°f ~ings'  dc’
V\Qa?lﬂgmg omon s immense
thing\ i ° tw>" there is one
come nnratc which has
"aiestinj.n °f Ihc extensive
torliri»J excavations ex-
that no, \er a century, it is
°r. DavicT | ™06 olomon . L
t°n Or o has ever been discovered. Not a single inscrip-
a'd mc,;:nClSed clay-writing, contemporary with Solomon
Honing him has ever been dug up.

hut whanf CoPPcr King
and |jlc nav? been dug up are fish hooks made of copper,
it. ¢\n' doming from some wall or other. So that settles
~jonioii m” 'can archaeologist called Glueck describes
as “the great copper king” who “must probably
the an('°aC* among the greatest exporters of copper in
sheer jlent World-" This would take a lot of beating for
that Sol Udence — for there is not a scrap of evidence
n°t Oc °nion exported anything. The word “copper” does
feiga ,U at all in the Biblical description of Solomon’s
°acuk  Occurs once only Dn Ezra) and “copper-smith”
Waglth °nCe °nly (in Timothy) in the Bible. Solomon’s
peaco,.iWés In silver and gold and ivory and apes and
men  Sand he had, we are biblically told, 12,000 horse-

proth) Th°ugh Science and scientists have utterly failed to
gush) a scrap of evidence for Solomon (and his distin-
stonc ° h'ther, David), what was discovered was “a flat
the 0. r ace studded with stone stumps ranged one behind
lessiy a?r.In f°nS rows and square in shape.” So, breath-
that j.- ence and Archaeology came to the conclusion
Ifi].. ,,Is niust be the remains of stables. “Docs not the
Kin  asks Dr. Keller, “speak of the untold horses of
’he j wmon?” That places for horses were necessary for
h°UsinciCnt armies is just as true as that some kind of
ddlcng was necessary for the soldiers. But what evi-
Lpa * Produced that these particular stables could put
Prod, Un’°Id” number of horses? What evidence has been
Chari IG> dla’ Solomon had *“40,000 stalls of horses for his
1260fn * and, in addition, stables for the horses of his
is a *horsemen? Not a scrap. All we get from Dr. Keller
W Rotation from the Book of Kings, and what an
diS]Qj which may well have been some stables. No one
lhat es ’bat copper fish hooks were in use for fishing, or
Hit ,fab®s were necessary for horses in ancient times.
Uw Ity no more prove that Solomon ever existed than
y do Romulus and Remus.
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Does Science Prove
The Blble?' 2 Dr. Keller must have such

By H. CUTNER

Price Fivepence

Keller and Kepler

Let us leave the Old Testament for the present and come
to “A Star in the East,” the well-known Star which is
known as the Star of Bethlehem, and which heralded the
birth of the Babe of Bethlehem (complete with a capital
B). Dr. Keller has a long chapter on it, and | was hoping
for some evidence that on this we should have some
famous scientists all admitting that here at least the
Bible was Right. Will it be
believed that the only name
given is that of Kepler, who
died in 1630, and who was
a thorough believer in the
Noble Art of Astrology!

superb contempt for the
intelligence of his readers
that he wis sure he could
get away with that!

What Kepler “remembered,” we are told, was some-
thing some old “Jewish astrologers” said about the
Messiah through “a conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in
the constellation of Pisces.” This overwhelmingly proves
that the Star of Bethlehem, the Babe of Bethlehem, Jesus
the Messiah, and the Bible, are thoroughly vindicated by
Science. | am sure even Dr. Keller must have laughed to
himself at this kind of crushing proof that the Bible was
Right.

gBut if one looks a little closer at what he wrote, it will
be seen that he has to admit that Science does not accept
December 25th as the birthday of Jesus in spite of the Star
in the East. Dr. Keller says that “Astronomers and his-
torians, secular and ecclesiastical, are, however, unanimous
that December 25th of the year zero was not the authentic
date of the birth of Christ, neither as regards the year or
the day.” Science appears to have slipped him here.

That Blessed Census
If Herod died about 4 B.C. and Jesus was born before he

died, then Jesus must have been born before 4 B.C. Alas,

according to Luke, however, the census Cyrenius (who was
the governor of Syria) instituted and to which Joseph and
Mary went before the birth of Jesus, took place about
7 A.D. It is the only census that can be traced historically
at that time under Cyrenius. This fact has always played
havoc with the “birth” of Jesus. Could the Inspired Word
of Luke be wrong?

A mutilated inscription on which the name of Cyrenius
may be decyphered was, however, discovered in 1912
showing that he was the governor of Syria once before the
period named by Luke—and, hey presto, once again
Science proves that the Bible was right! Sir William Ram-
sey, who early this century was well known as a Biblical
scholar, contended that Luke meant the census he refers to
was taken between 10 and 7 B.C. Now, there is not a scrap
of evidence for this. Nowhere in any contemporary his-
tory is this earlier census referred to; it is the later one
which is mentioned by Josephus. All this is conveniently
left out by Dr. Keller—and no wonder. Not only does
Science as such ridicule the Star in the East, but it can find
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nothing to substantiate Ramsey.

Even Dr. Keller has to say “Astronomers believe that
the wise men’s guiding light was in fact a fusion’ of Saturn
and Jupiter, and that Jesus was born earlier than the
calendar indicates.” We are not given the names of these
astronomers — in fact, as far as | have read, the names of
prominent scientists are conspicuously absent from Dr.
Keller’s staggering proofs that Science proves the Bible
was Right. It should prove highly entertaining to learn
how the “fusion” of Jupiter and Saturn came about.

Jesus a Jew?
As becomes a member of the Master Race, Dr. Keller is
not too keen about Jesus being a Jew — “Although we
accept Christ’s Jewish origin as a matter of course, there
have been attempts at various times to prove that he was
an Aryan.” he sadly tells us, and instances the well-known
“Panlhera” story to show that it was a Greek soldier who
was the father of Jesus. It must have been heartbreaking
for Dr. Keller not to be able altogether to support Houston
Chamberlain, the renegade Englishman, and Hitler, both
of whom saw in Jesus an Aryan (and quite possibly a good
German) with a number of other famous scientists in sup-
port. As it is, we are told that Paul and Luke “would
certainly have seen no disadvantage in Jesus being of
Gentile descent,” any more than Dr. Keller or even Hitler.
Most of the chapters begin with a text— and so one
need not be surprised to find this from Galatians — “But
when the fulness of the time was come God sent forth his
son.” This must always be literally believed in by true

New Zealand Calling
By ARTHUR O’HALLORAN

The Suez crisis has been headline news in our papers,
and, apart from the football, probably the most discussed
topic of recent weeks. People in England are aware that
the N.Z. Government lined up solidly with Sir Anthony
Eden and sent off post-haste to London our Minister who
handles foreign affairs. It would, however, be quite wrong
to get the impression that New Zealand is solidly behind
Eden. The Government may be, but one has only to scan
the daily papers to see how widespread is the feeling here
against being involved in force. Editorials in the Auckland
Star, which probably has the largest circulation of any
evening paper in the Dominion, have been most outspoken.
The Star also reprinted Manchester Guardian criticism. Dr.
J. F. Northey, Professor of Public Law at Auckland Uni-
versity, a day or two after Eden’s first statement to the
House of Commons on the Canal crisis, had this to say:
“Colonel Nasser’s tactics in nationalising the Suez Canal
are right in international law, so far, and the British
Government’s counter-measures are wrong." Then fol-
lowed nearly a column of matter in support of his state-
ment. One correspondent wrote: “We must stand squarely
behind the United Nations.” Another: “The people do not
want to fight and articles such as yours will give our
Government the lead it obviously needs.”

Dr. Craven, manager of the Springboks rugby footballers
who recently toured New Zealand and who had to lower
their flag to N.Z. rugby, preached several times in New
Zealand churches during the course of the Springboks’
tour. On one occasion he said that he believed “the Holy
Spirit had approved of his coming to New Zealand as
manager of the team.” Whether the Holy Ghost had any-
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Christians, but where does Science prove it islrue' 1?  0f
a single scientist in the world who can produce biblical
proof or evidence for this characteristic piecs fa&
balderdash? And to have the impudence to clalR. jiti
of such a text that Science proves the Bible was

Proving God wlio
Even those scientists —and there are not nu ) .
still cling to some form of theism have to tai y

Faith for their belief. How many of them ”~an."credited
with, for example, the now almost completely ai " ey
Desi%n Argument when trying to prove “G°f meta-
much prefer to indulge in a highly complicate A
physical vocabulary than face the direct impfic oenS
the meaning of the Design Argument. At an
Science as such is of no help whatever here. like 1°

Finally — for the present— some of us worn Of
know where Science explains the tree of know  ~Of
good and evil; the Hebrew talking serpent; the t
Man; the age of Methusaleh; how Noah manage  jnt0
the million (at least) different species of living tin b *
his Ark; how he fed them; how Sarah bore a A
ninety; the truth of witchcraft; how an ass canR
Angel of the Lord and speak perfect Hebrew to an)
and so on. There will be no answer from theologia
certainly not from Science. Still, Dr. Keller will have *
his best for the Lord and the Bible — even though cae
been utterly unable to bring in anything to prove B an
but the blessed word Science; and little or nothing
from Scientists.

hawe
thing to do with the subsequent defeat of the team \ejia<l
not been informed. Not many New Zealanders think 1

'k .
Aucklanders are having an all too rare op”~rtum”""
seeing the work of a modern sculptor of note ~ A

Moore. The exhibition has attracted record crowds, ~
14,000 in a matter of a few days. Let it not bp Uqjjte
that Auckland is a particularly art-conscious city- <ft
frankly, a large majority have been drawn to visjt JiLj by
Gallery out of sheer curiosity, their appetite w , Obd*
the criticism voiced by the Mayor of Auckland (W'I0>qjhi-
ously is incompetent to express judgment) that the c

tion contains exhibits “nauseating and revolting.

SCIENCE QUIZ

1. What are supernova:? A
2. With which branches of science were the follow
associated?— (a) Laplace, (b) Lamarck, (c) Le gof
3. In which land was the first recording of an %HE
the sun? . Ojar
4. What was the last planet to be discovered in om
system? tie

5. What is the general attitude of scientists towaru”
possibility of the inheritance of acquired characters-
6. What is the Oedipus complex? On
7. “Eureka! ” What does this mean and who said u
what occasion (according to tradition)?
(Answers on page 354)

NEXT WEEK "

OIL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD
By ANDREW PEARSE
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Fiction for Freethinkers

By F. A. RIDLEY

N 1878 the Vatican Council sitting in Rome pronounced
authoritatively that the basic dogmas of Christianity can
« known by the light of unaided reason, and without
recourse to Divine Revelation. This was to embrace al
asic dogmas, besides such tenets as the Divinity of Christ
and the immortality of the soul. This Vatican decree put
‘nend to a prolonged controversy inside the Churci, since
| Powerful party known as the Fideists had denied the
«’mpetence of reason in matters affecting the supernatural,
« ehef caricatured by some rationalist theologians
aid they “believed as Christians and doubted as philoso-
L r- Rome had to put an end to this and did so in
H ed statement at the Vatican Council, declaring that
,Bith and Reason both came from God, and that, normally
J any rate, reason must precede faith. A lucid account of
u Process is found in McCabe’s Twelve Years m a
A ‘ery, where he points out that some Freethinkers
n' neBard the Church of Rome as ‘Fideist, but (tech
a yat Rast) this impression is wrong.
. special branch of Theology is nowadays assigned to
fe ta?k of proving the fundamental Christian dogmas”
« known as Natural Theology, and as McCabe
S ted Olt. all appeals to supernatural revelation are
w?Uded from it, since it is in fact the bona * * of Reve-
A °n that Natural Theology has to prove. Perhaps its
S fa,nous exponent in modern times was Cardinal New-
i ~ ho- however, was a better wn er dian reasone”
EV\(I)UYL ays readable, was rarely_.convmc.ng! In
re p'e ablest exponent of Natural Theology was an
the Ch, German Jesuit, one of the “backroom boys” of
Theoio Ar' Bernard Boedder, whose book Natural
say .8y Is about the most logical attempt to — shall we
day Caii \f the insoluble, that 1 have come across. Present
than N,>'° Ic apologetics are usually on a much lower level
The .V'nian or Boedder.
isa n ae't effort in Catholic apologetics to come my way
Viety 'Vt published in 1947 by the Catholic Truth
Hig « i Heinrich Schunck, presumably a German pub-
tille 0]!'v Iranslatcd into English. It bears the ambitious
apol0  acA for Freethinkers, but as is usual in Catholic
aPpOsitl O many facts are left out that one might more
diinkep y~eseribe the pamphlet as fiction for Free-
authOr’s  ~here is nothing in any way original in the
the j s.arguments; in fact one might say of them what
“Wha'vMit rabbis have said about the New Testament:
Her - c new’s not true, and what is true is not new.”
if ) 1 bchunck, of course, starts off with our venerable,
D3 ‘ewhat dilapidated, old friend the Argument from
diai~>1 'cs- We are n°t spared even the threadbare
butri i dlc watch- Declaring that “Freethinkin% is good,
Oipin 11thinking is better,” lie goes on to make the hardly
r’a. | slatement, “There is a God.” There follows a brief
(W- a of the marvels of the universe which require an
“fact)?tent Creator to have brought them into being. The
ii®a, “or Freethinkers are carefully selected, much, for
wrse ¢ being made of the enormous size of the uni-
M, 1 what earthly or heavenly use is a universe the
din|lV Cmin8 majority of which consists of nothing but
y soundless space, in which, to quote Simon New-
a 1s classic definition of the moon, “there is no weather
Heitv~hing ever happens”? Surely if we are to judge the
tJ by his alleged creation, God’s favourite interests
ae : be silence, emptiness and general futility, since these
wAdubitably the main characteristics of the visible uni-
c- But these facts are not submitted by our apologist

to the attention of Freethinkers, nor are the equally certain
facts that of the imposing array of constellations, suns and
planets which he cites as evidence of the intelligent handi-
work of the Creator: hardly any can be the home of any
life that could be called intelligent: the overwhelming
majority are merely vast flying projectiles revolving aim-
lessly in space and serving no conceivable purpose in which
even a moderately intelligent Creator could take pleasure.

So much for our author’s “facts” and omissions. He
also argues lengthily, if without much originality, from the
human and animal constitution for the existence of an
intelligent Creator. But here again there are some surpris-
ing omissions. If God made the human organism as it is
now, in the Garden of Eden complete, he thoughtfully
provided it with an organ, the appendix, which, in itself
quite useless, yet does discharge one function efficiently: it
tortures and Kkills every year large numbers of perfectly
innocent people, mostly children. One might further men-
tion cancer, T.B., leprosy and other “intelligent” attributes
of the organism that rather suggest that its Creator was
chiefly interested in tormenting his creation. If, contrarily,
Herr Schunck is a Catholic evolutionist — such do exist—
then we must confront him with this dilemma: if Adam,
the “first man,” had the ape-like ancestry which evolution
demands, how then explain the origin, uniqueness and,
above all, immortality of the soul in man but not in his
arboreal ancestors? Where are we to draw the line? The
older Catholic apologists before Darwin did not have to
deal with these tricky questions — which would have taxed
even the ingenuity of St. Thomas to have solved. Either
way the theist appears to be caught in an insoluble dilemma.

However, our author uses more obvious arguments.
With a splash of famous names there are paraded a galaxy
of writers, and in particular scientists, who believed, or
are quoted as believing, in God. The great Voltaire, who
was a Deist of sorts, but who did not love the Catholic
Church, would certainly not have been pleased at seeing
his name quoted as evidence for Christianity in a Catholic
pamphlet. But even if all the names here cited were actu-
ally self-confessed theists, some very relevant facts in con-
nection with this argument are conveniently omitted. For
instance, during the vastly greater part of the time in which
human records have been kept, it would have been impos-
sible for an avowed atheist to gain any public recognition.
One can see this from the way in which the voluminous
writings we know from contemporaries of Demaocritus,
Epicurus, et al, who taught atheism and materialism, have
disappeared; whilst the writings of their theistic opponents',
such as Plato, have been “religiously” preserved. What
would have happened to a medieval Bradlaugh denying the
validity of St. Thomas’s “Five Proofs” of the existence of
God? The fate of Bruno gives us the probable answer.
Even today the public profession of atheism is no help to
worldly success! Such facts considerably reduce the value
of our Catholic author’s array of theistic men of science.
In any case, some of the most crushing evidence against
the existence of a Creator has only made itself felt in more
recent years. How, for example, would Plato have reacted
had he known the Copernican astronomy? Or Newton —
also cited here as a Theist— if he had caught up with
Einstein?

As has often been pointed out, the Argument from
Design itself ends in a fundamental contradiction, for if
everything needs an antecedent creator, so by definition

(Concluded on page 353)
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This Believing World

Horrid consternation filled the Christian world when it
was learnt that Canon Raven (who is Chaplain to the
Queen) was marrying a blatant unbeliever, one who did
not believe in God Almighty though she was ready to
believe that Christ existed. But later, it was discovered
that the lady, while no Christian, was at least as fervent a
believer in God as her saintly fiance. The newspapers had
got it all wrong. And, no doubt, the worthy Canon will
have a shot at converting his wife to the one true belief. It
is all so utterly ... well, so utterly!

The Rev. R. Horton, of Pinxton Rectory, Nottingham,
tells us in a letter to the press that “an atheist doesn’t do
much harm to the Faith,” while “an agnostic—a chap
who can’t make up his mind — doesn’t cut much ice.” Mr.
Horton here is at comical variance with the huge BBC,
TV, and ITV organisations, who are all so frightened of
atheism — and for that matter, agnosticism as well — that
they wouldn’t allow even two minutes for a “chap” to say
he was one or the other. Under no circumstances must the
viewers and hearers in England — 20,000,000 of them —
be allowed to know that there are atheists about. Still, let
ws! admit that Mr. Horton doesn’t like “gloomy-faced
Pharisees,” who are, he says, responsible for the *gospel
of gloom” in Christianity. How these parsons like to pass
the buck! The “gospel of gloom” comes, not from Phari-
sees, but from Christians. What about a Scottish Sabbath
Day?

Another parson, the Rev. D. L. Newman, who helps
people with problems in the Brighton Argus, had to
answer a correspondent who thought religion “a spent
force.” This is, of course, quite wrong, and is a “hangover
from Darwin’s evolution theory and when the Bible was
being attacked by what is known as the higher criticism.”
In such an atmosphere, “atheism became the fashion.”
Well, we can’t remember that atheism ever became a
fashion, and it is a pity that Mr. Newman did not give us
his evidence. But this was the prelude to, “there is not a
thinker of repute who would talk like that today,” and
the usual attack on “science.” Adds the eminent Mr. New-
man, “There has been a change in outlook that makes
atheism old-fashioned.”

Naturally, if atheism is old-fashioned, there is now *“a
newly introduced intellectual climate that is quite con-
genial to a personal faith.” In other words, there has been
“a change of heart,” and (though he does not say so in so
many words) this means that people are returning to the
Old Faith, to the Bible which has been proved by Science,
and so on. If the people who read the Argus really believe
this pious twaddle, then one can only ask despairingly
where is the “intellectual climate” Mr. Newman talks
about? Does he mean the climate that Billy Graham and
Jehovah’s Witnesses are responsible for?

According to a book entitled “The Mystery of Christ,”
which, we are told, “alone explains the Bible” (and which
costs 4s. 6d.), Adam and Eve were later made into Abra-
ham and Sarah, and still later became Joseph and Mary.
And whom did Abel become? First be became Isaac, and
then Jesus Christ. Seth was Jacob and John the Baptist
but, “in the beginning of the Millenium, Seth is, spiritually,
Jesus Christ, David, Elijah, and Moses.” We heartily con-
cur. This book gives us, in fact, the intellectual atmos-
phere which forces disgruntled infidels to return to God’s
Word, to the One Faith, and to that Divine environment

FREETHINKER

Friday, November 2nd, 1956

which the Reverends Horton and Newman are doinfc
much to bring about, bless ’em.

There seems to be some idea that “rock V roll,

lectual craze which is sweeping so many teenagers

arms of the Devil, could be counteracted by a our
surrender to dear old Christianity — the Christian1.” ~jgof
grandparents. But surely at that time, one of 1 rok
attractions of revivalism was its own special bran A
'n’ roll, a delightful example of which used to im and
Christians particularly. Once they had found Aol
were full of the religious spirit, they yelled, dance " s.
rolled on the ground in what the unfaithful*ca ,, joOk
terics, and altogether made our modern rock n jjae
like a sedate Mothers’ Meeting. Our teenagers simpA ay
no idea what the Gift of Tongues can do to a th®
religious revivalist meeting.

Facts for Freethinkers —

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS today

This peculiar Christian sect is principally &?°/Sr;stian
as the upholder of Saturday as the rightful u
Sabbath. . nallied

A 49-year-old American farmer, a Baptist n)
William Miller, proclaimed in the year 1831 that the  ~
coming of Christ would mark the end of the world 1 jieCies
He claimed this to be a discovery based on the Pry vjatu-
of the Bible, and particularly of the Book of Dm1? « Nge
rally, many simple-minded people in his vicimy
excited into believing all this. Some laid down thei " en
and gave themselves up to “preparation” for the bn > 0f
forsaking properties and families. In an atmosph ~

religious fanaticism there were disturbances and t.
The End of the World failing to occur in 1843, itwa
poned till 1844. j the

Disappointed a second time, Miller acknowledg t
error. “To contend that we were not mistaken is dis errori-

We should never be ashamed frankly to confess our v
I have no confidence in any of the new theories tha b
out of the movement.” .atEs

What followed this burst of honesty amply dem°h , js
that a lie will get half way round the world while t *
getting its shoes on. The movement started by MI® "’ »
abandoned by him, was now taken up by one of b
lowers, a sickly and hysterical epileptic, Mrs. Whit «
was quite unlike the plodding farmer who had re *,0
Daniel with dull but honest mind, and had added IILjreCt
and two and made five. Ellen White got her clues
from God. She heard “His Very Voice.” , Jate

Thousands rallied to her. And let us not congra *
ourselves that our mid-20th century has progresse *
from those credulous times. Tf Billy Graham we
announce that Jesus would slide down Nelson’s C°
next Bonfire Night he would have immediate acceptau
hundreds of thousands of followers. Who can doubt i '"

Mrs. White’s testimonies are believed to this day DvjOly
Adventists as the one and only true exposition of the ' )&
Book and equal to the teaching of the Apostles. All
Churches are the Whore of Babylon. _

Adventists claim that the Second Coming is dete jO
able exactly, if only it could be determined: and they
uphold Saturday as the true Christian Sabbath, by ,90
being an invention of the Pope. Old Testament law |[S (C
split into (a) the moral law (of God), and (b) the
monial law (of Moses). . cof

The movement operates in Australia as “The Vo<
Prophecy.” Evidently by no means poor, the Advert m _
though not as large as the major Christian organisa Lp,
have been quite adventurous as missionaries.
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c TO CORRESPONDENTS

printed°n*e™s may like to note that when their letters are not

Still bt °r, w len they are abbreviated, the material in them may

°t use to “This Believing World™, or to our spoken
propaganda.

Lecture Notices, Etc.

Ma OUTDOOR
day, [tCr Branch N.S.S. (Deansgate Blitzed Site).—Every week-
Messrs. Woodcock, Smith and Finkel. Sundays,

"eI’S(-Z'\ISIH n Messrs- Mills, Woodcock, Smith and Finkel.

the W, @ "ranch N.S.S. (Pierhead).—Meetings most evenings of

Hogan D 'oftcn afternoons): Messrs. T hompson, Salisbury,
AOrth I n ARRY. Henry and others.

Every ont~P Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).-—
W , Unoay, noon: L. Ebury and A. Arthur.

T. FI Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).—Friday, 1 p.m.:

and i), Iposley and R. Powe. Sunday, 11 a.m.: R. Morrell

day i'FI Western Branch N.S.S. (Bristol Downs).—Every Sun-
West I n'j prn-: Dave Shipper.

Arch f d°n branch N.S.S.-—Sunday, October 28th, at the Marble

rorn 4 p.m.: Messrs. Arthur, Ebury and others.

B; INDOOR
Andalat\j branch N.S.S. (Satis Cafe,
thounu, November 4th, 7 p.m.: F. A. Hornibrooic,
Centrafrl M|s«]lany ”
Bdgivn Ond°n” Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place, off
Aipy‘re R°ad).—Sunday, November 4th 7.1S p.m.: J. M.
Cnwav n ER>“T hc Dead Sea Scrolls.”
Tula Discussions (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.lI).—
PliC ay. November 6th, 7.15 p.m.: Rev. R. McKay (Head of
N Airus > e 'S'ous Broadcasting):  “Religious Broadcasting— Its

40 Cannon Street).—
“A Free-

h(T 4?, Ocular Society (Humberstone Gate).—Sunday, Novem-
Res(/ th>6-30 p.m.: Miss E. Lees (President, Leicester Physical
Nottint,iCh Society), “Psychic Research — the Open Door.”

Thy? Branch N.S.S. QN;ewcastIe Ghambers, Angel Royw)..—
an HiS%’ﬂ/November 8tF| 7.30 p.m.: B. Haylett “Chrlstlanlty

Cosmopolitan---Debating - Society - (Co-operative Hall,
H p"ment Street). — Sunday, November 4th, 230 p.m.:
Sou,. mMPLEWELL, “'The Power of Advertising.”
Wr ,,ace Ethical Society (Conway HaII
‘ Sunday, November 4th, 11 a.m.
OR Htical Situation in America.”

Red Lion Square,
H. L. Beales, MA &

,JdJcnoN FOR freethinkers
, (Concluded from page 351)

Auf a’so- Who made God? Ever since Thomas
i "?as’ than whom few can ever have used words more
im™ n,0lisly, Catholic theology has sought to escape this
ind “ Contradiction by using long words about “necessary”
4 h i.contingent” being, and our author does so here. To
no.clevcr in evolution all these are just words signifying
dotting except the mental confusion of those who utter
edD Everything that exists is “necessary” or it could not
Evd' when it ceases to be “necessary” it ceases to exist,
i °lution and Einstein have made the theistic hypothesis
p Mional and unnecessary.

& f°r Freethinkers, by H. Schunck; C.T.S., 1947; 3d. Also cf.

olnra* Theology, by Bernard Boedder, s.j.; 1891; in Manuals
1 Catholic Philosophy: Longmans.
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Horler, £1; Anon, 3s.—Total to date, October 26th, 1956, £76 7s. 5d.

SPECIAL

The attention Of readers in the London area is drawn to
a special course of lectures at 41 Gray’s Inn Road on
Friday evenings, commencing next week, November 9th.
Mr. F. A. Ridley will be the speaker, his subjects “Com-
parative Religion” (six lectures), followed by “The History
of Christianity” (six lectures in the New Year). There will
be discussion after each meeting. The meetings will com-
mence at 7.15 p.m., and the fee is a shilling per lecture. We
hope for a good attendance not only from members of our
own movement but from other progressive groups.

Notes and News

One of the most colossal pieces of Christian impudence
for some time occurred recently at Edinburgh, where the
Court gave a little girl to the custody of her atheist father
in preference to that of her Catholic mother, but only on
condition that he guaranteed to bring her up as a Chris-
tian. If a Christian father had been told to bring his child
up as an atheist our pious press would have made such a
hullaballoo that the decision would have had to be
revoked. But the worst feature of this disgusting case is
that Lord Clyde remarked, in his official capacity, that
“atheism and the child’s welfare were almost mutually
exclusive.” We sternly challenge Lord Clyde’s right to cast
this slur on many of his fellow citizens, and also his right
to make such a condition of custody. And as for the
majority of our national press who blab piously about this
being a “free country,” one looks almost in vain for any
denunciation of the grossly unjust ruling.

We note, too, that after saying, in effect, that the father’s
atheism precluded his bringing up his child decently, the
Court accepted the father’s word that the child would have
a Christian upbringing. So the Court, after all its talk,
credited the atheist with honesty. What a stupid and con-
temptible exhibition of “justice”! N.S.S. speakers wishing
to use this case in their propaganda will on request be
supplied with the details if they require them.

T he question of secular marriage ceremonies has recently
been the subject of some local press correspondence at
Leicester, where a local padre has said that the register
office is for unbelievers. Pointing out the possibilities of
making the secular ceremony more attractive, Mr. C. H.
Hammersley writes in the Leicester Evening Mail: As
Pocklington’s Walk is not suitable for taking photographs,
unbelieving couples are invited to pose for their wedding
groups in front of the Leicester Secular Hall.”

The recent death of Judge Raulston (Tennessee) recalls
thc famous “Monkey Trial” which he judged in 1925 at
Dayton, Tennessee. At the trial, John Scopes, a biology
teacher, was fined for teaching evolution, the sentence
being rescinded on appeal over a technical point. The
teaching contravened the Tennessee State law that nothing
should be taught to children which denied thc creation of
thc world according to Genesis.
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Reportfrom Finland

By M. SUNLAKU

Prof. Ruutu, who was chairman of our freethought union
and chief editor of our publication Vapaa Ajattelija, has
now left us for ever; he died on August 27th, broken down
by a serious illness, and his death is a great loss to the
Freethinkers of Finland.

We do not have any contact with freethinking activity in
Scandinavian countries, Sweden, Norway and Denmark.
I only know there are 250 members of a freethinking asso-
ciation in Stockholm. As far as we know, ours is the only
journal for freethought in the northern countries. At the
moment there is no chance of getting reliable information
of any freethinking activities in the Soviet Union, for some
time ago | had a conversation with representatives of the
Soviet News Agency.

Now | want to tell you something of our country.

There is Law of Religious Freedom in Finland; every
citizen may belong to any church or be beyond all reli-
gious communions and belong to Civil Register. Nowa-
days, there are about 5% of our people in Civil Register
(in the city of Helsinki 11%). Since the Law of Religious
Freedom was made in 1923, these 5% are a sign that
religious prejudices still are lying deep in our people.
Sometimes one maintains, maybe to hide one’s own weak-
ness, that the main reason is lack of interest. People do
not care to walk to the office of the minister in charge of a
parish, because the application for resignation must be
done personally. Written application is not valid and does
not lead to result. There is a little charge for resignation.
The tax paid to the church is rather high, about 10% of
the income. Those belonging to Civil Register have to pay
no tax, corresponding to the tax paid to the church.

The freethinking activity, which was very energetic
among the intellectuals at the turn of the century, is nowa-
days almost choked. At least 80-90% of the members of
our Union are workers. It is apparent that it is easier for
workers than for intellectuals to belong to our Union and
associations, because they have nothing to lose economi-
cally, whereas the intellectuals will be depressed by the
Church, if they participate in the freelhinking activities.
This holds true to quite an extent. In the ’thirties, when the
reaction was very strong in Finland, our speakers were
threatened and violated. Among others, our well-known
writer and great Freethinker Ernst Lampen, “Great
Emperor,” was violated and driven by force to another
place. Latterly, such has not happened but the Church still
uses pressure on people in order to rob their bread. One
case is characteristic:

There was a discussion in our radio of the attitude of
science in regard to the existence of the soul. Among
others some clergymen took part in the discussion. One
master of arts took a rather undisguised attitude in favour
of the scientific theory of life. I called him the next day,
expressed my thanks and asked him to contribute an article
to our paper. He refused firmly to do that and declared
that he dares not even to try anything like that. Later on,
I heard from his near friends that he had earlier lost his
position as a teacher.

Such cases are not rare at all in our country; as far as
I know there are two municipalities only where a teacher,
resigned from the Church, may resume teaching.

According to law, our children have the right to get
instruction in ethics, instead of religion. However, there
are very few children to participate in the lessons of ethics:
often even such children, whose parents do not belong to
the church, listen to the teaching of religion, quite simply

therefore, because otherwise these children woul jjes>
tally depressed and they would be given lower )3
This is not only supposition, but we have cleai "aj t0
of such procedure. Not long ago, our Federado n
take a hand in such a case. In our public sc of

religious instruction is not confined to the »s db-
religion only; the same teachers are teaching at " odi
jects, including religion, history, natural science an
So, the Church still is ruling over our schools. fjtical
Our radio is controlled by the State; different pu” *
parties have their representatives in its administra "
the real ruler in our radio is the Church. Devol *
done in the morning and by day; also in the eve rcyinen
have to listen to it. And this is not enough: cielJ®ing
and fawners on the Church speak of God and pis & €S
in-the connection-of-alippesibbdettiviggs:ifn historica  ears
travel sketches, etc. No Freethinker has toi n e« jy we
come before the microphone of our radio. Certai®i »
have had some scientific lectures there, but no lecturer
dared criticise the Church. The Church has its r00'1L , tJIC
apartment of our news agency, and so it can con
work quite effectively. nnOt
Our press is very subservient to the Church, we
find anything against the Church in the papers n
political party. Sometimes, in the columns of Free “ee
somebody may write short articles in the spirit 0 B do
thinking, but such happens very seldom. Our PaP ,
not state their attitude towards the Church,
outlook of some papers may be non-religious. Ourr #
tion has no chance to publish articles in the papers o

pa%y. e . . even
ur clergymen have infiltrated political parties, g
labour parties. They are sitting in the meetings of N
and taking part in political life. This is, of course, n° ntry,
new at all, as they are the oldest politicians of our co *
We do not yet, indeed, pray to God in the meeting,
efforts are made to steer the development to that dire *

Lately some intellectuals have shown a tendency
participating in the activity of Freethinkers. We have t
cceded to get some lecturers to help us, but I canno
say if this tendency will continue. . -olls

As you have seen of these particulars, the relig”
liberty in our country is theoretical only. We extend "
activities nowadays, because of the sympathy which ;s . 3j
towards our work, but much money is needed for -
purpose. And this is our weak point. The Church, ag
collects taxes (about seven milliards Finnish marks Yea j ef
To disjoin State and Church is enormous work 1%
present conditions. We have published our plan of  J
in which one of the most important clauses is the al .
matter. If we could find any energetic person to begin® ~
work in the Parliament, we should have more hope
getting support from political parties.

I think, you cannot get any cheering opinion about
religious level of our people.2

ANSWERS TO QUIZ t
1 Bright stars. (Their significance is a matter of cum
controversy. Only three have been recorded in our ggj?.xaa
2. (a) Astronomy, (b) Biology, () Chemistry. 3. Cnl
(776 B.C.). 4. Pluto (1932). 5. Against. 6. Misplaced
of the mother, the name being taken from the Greek drajl‘
Oedipus Rex by Sophocles. The term is used in Psy(7,s
analysis. “l have found it,” attributed to Archimcdj'j,
discovery of displacement while bathing. G-H-
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The Historical Aspects oj the Exodus

By C. T. SALISBURY

cHE sloky of the exodus and bondage of the Israelites in
Bypt contained in the Book of Exodus is usually cither
Pously believed, every dot and comma of it, or dismissed
a fairy tale. As could be expected, the ancient Egyptian
acords are quite silent on the subject and it seems qui e
finite that nothing ever happened even remotely like the
fVots depicted. Yet the legend has played such a pro-
Wnd part in Jewish thought that it would indeed e
fSc if absolutely no basis could be found for it.
therefore examine the available data in order to dis-
%}%isch is the most likely event that the myth corn-

The orthodox view is that the exodus took place durmg
re'8n of the Pharaoh Mer-en-Ptah (c. 1300 B.C.), whose
*£* Rameses 11 was the Pharaoh of the oppression®
iThoudh reverend “scholars” inform us that this is an
hardly" Proven fact, in reality the proposition is
biblical Orl'.consideration, for it is based solely on the
Israel clrilcn'iOn °f the city Ramses and the so-called
anj hisi-u ~'c former is no more evidence for Moses
N R»In*c than the ruins of old Rome are for Romulus
hek sv'Ws AU wml It “atter? This tablet, a slab of
Amun *Onlle’ was feuncf in the ruins of the Temple of
‘hoiinhill “ebes and contains an inscription which is
any w to refer to the Israelites. But how the text can in
drawai * suPport plagues galore and a victorious .with-
\kiraei Is hard to imagine, for it says: . . the people of
wiJoVs Is, sPeilcd, it hath no seed. Syria has become as
recorg f I1e land of Egypt. ...” In reality the stela is a
Ptah j.0 the Libyan and Syrian campaigns of Mer-en-
‘esenibl %S s conquests and, as can be seen, bears no
the pj alce.to the story contained in Exodus. However,
of (Jlc ' Wl clutch at any straw, and even the existence
dgns - njuniniified body of Mer-en-Ptah, which shows no
having been drowned, does not daunt them.
referr'i Q- hypothesis is that the entry into Canaan is
hetwo t0 ‘n I1e Tel-el-Amarna Tablets (correspondence
and (Oh sevcral Pharaohs of the 18th dynasty and princes
One ]'77s  the tributary cities and provinces in Syria),
empire er tc"s  Itc ra*ds. on the Syrian frontiers of the
likenh a Pc°Ple called the Habiru, a name which is
saijV 10 Hebrew. If this be so, however, it would neces-
of \g *°llow that the exodus took place during the time
~°ten”istron8 Pharaohs such as Tuthmaosis 111 and Amun-
tionh |he Great, the records of which kings make no men-
tis ti anything even remotely like it. The exponents of
defe 'Gny>who are more scholarly than pious, admit this
ites w-Und su28cst that during their wanderings the Israel-
s ' atercd their flocks in Egypt and their withdrawal was
of . a” everyday event that the Egyptians look no notice
that>. 1this idea has some substance it can be readily seen
y |l'in no way substantiates the Mosaic narrative.
Kind an°ther theory suggests the close of the Middle
op |dom (c. 1800 B.C.) as a likely date, basing this claim
tell \Vents depicted in the Papyrus Ipuwer. This document
are °f earthquakes and other natural catastrophies which
Tlp Opposed to have been remembered as the plagues.
Ho ~leory also advances the idea that the Amalekites,
pOn  the lsraelites met on their journey eastwards, were
ipnc other than the Shepherd Kings or Hyksos who
[ptfded Egypt at the same time. Otherwise, there is very
e evidence to support this conclusion.
Qj y far the most reasonable suggestion, in the writer’s
s a“n anyway, is that these Hyksos invaders were them-
& proto-Israelites and that their stay and subsequent

expulsion from Egypt was remembered by the later re-
compilers of the Old Testament, when in order to boost up
the new monotheism of Judaism, it was necessary to twist
the story somewhat to show the marvellous power of
Jehovah. It was an early example of propaganda.

We know of the Hyksos invasion from Josephus, who in
his Contra Apion cites the old Egyptian historian Manetho,
from whose works the legend was gleaned. According to
this account, during the reign of a king called Timteus
(who cannot be identified) an ignoble race came out of the
east and subdued Egypt without a battle having been
fought. They built a strongly fortified city called Avaris,
ruled for 511 years, and during this lime made themselves
absolutely detested because of their cruelties. Eventually, a
king named Alisphragmuthosis (perhaps the Pharaoh Aah-
mosis I, c. 1587 B.C.) succeeded in driving them into
Avaris, after which a long siege ensued. They were finally
driven out by Thumosis (perhaps Tuthmosis I, c. 1541-
1516 B.C.) and made their way into Syria, where they
founded Jerusalem. According to Contra Apion, Josephus
was himself quite convinced that the Hyksos were early
Hebrews and as far as | can see, the only reason why the
orthodox will not admit this is owing to the cruelties
perpetrated by the Shepherds and also that they wor-
shipped the evil deity Set of Sutekhy. (For the orthodox,
the Israelites must always be little tin gods worshipping the
only true god — Jehovah.) Moreover, instead of a vic-
torious withdrawal, the Hyksos were quite definitely
“kicked out.”

Archaeology has confirmed the Manetho account show-
ing that about 1800 B.C. an invading host of barbarians
entered the Nile Valley, destroying, plundering and mur-
dering wherever they went. Inscriptions found in the Delta
tell of the Hyksos king Apophis being known as *“the king
of the pest,” and many other relics have been unearthed.
Likewise the records of the kings of the 17th and 18th
dynasties tell us of the expulsion and the following wars of
conquest.

Out of all the long history of ancient Egypt, the above is
all that can be found to have a bearing on the Exodus,
and Manetho’s account has little in it to support any of
the fantastic happenings contained in the Book of Books.

Waves from the West

By D. SHIPPER

The Sunday games dispute rolls merrily on in Bristol,
“the City of Churches.” Many differing viewpoints have
been put forward in the “Readers’ Letters” section of the
Press, but perhaps the most entertaining was from the
Chairman of the Gloucestershire Archery Society. This
gentleman was all in favour of Sunday games providing
“this does not interfere with people.” and pointed out that
“for many archery clubs Sunday is the best day of the
week.” However, archers arc by no means irreligious
sportsmen, for “on the special occasions of a big Sunday
meeting, it has long been the custom in archcry to hold a
religious service on the field before the start of shooting.
These services are always well attended.” The Wembley
Cup Final is another occcasion which attracts a huge
crowd for hymn singing.

The Bishop of Gloucester, writing in the Gloucester
Diocesan Gazette (to which | subscribe) recommends a
revision in the legal treatment of bad drivers. “Possibly
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the authorities might do well to revive the use of the
village stocks. Then when we got the offenders put into
them, the rest of us could go along with a few shop-soiled
eggs and tomatoes.” It is plain to see to which century
die mentality of this constructive social reformer belongs.
The Bishop is usually driven by his chauffeur in a one
God-power car.

The Bristol Free Church Federal Council have, as
expected, come down very heavily against the move to
allow Bristolians the pleasure of Sunday games. All good
Socialists, they are extremely worried about the handful of
people who would have to provide the labour for the
benefit of the majority. Surprising, because they do not as
a rule seem so worried about labour conditions, especially
for the other six days of the week.

At Timsbury, near Bath, an atmosphere of hostility
prevails. When the new rector, the Rev. Hugh Davies,
arrived recently, he found twelve stone figures, displayed
in positions of prominence, around the walls of his church.
Inside were other odd items, a miscellaneous collection
amassed over a period of thirty years. No doubt Mr.
Davies reckoned the place as a theological junk-shop and,
deciding a clearing-out was necessary, asked for an imme-
diate commencement of “mopping-up operations.” Armed
rebellion broke out among the village militants at this
threat to the figures, affectionately known as “the village
football team and referee,” and now pieces of paper keep
appearing on the church door, first, a note of protest, or
petition, from the village Maquis, next an answer from
the rector. Christianity is, indeed, a peace-loving religion.

The Bishop of Bristol, Dr. F. A. Cockin, assuring an
audience that nothing could tempt him to leave his diocese,
remarked that the Bishop of Malmesbury’s new diocese,
Guildford, “would tempt me more than most.” This was
because he believed the Surrey diocese had a finer assort-
ment of golf courses than any other. The last time we saw
the Bishop he was spiritually stymied.

After severe hand-to-hand fighting in Buckland St.
Mary, an armistice was arranged and the matter referred
to arbitration. The Diocesan Chancellor held a Consistory
Council and heard two petitions. The first, by the Rector
of Buckland St. Mary, was for a faculty to place an
aumbry on the north wall of the chancel. Naturally, the
Parochial Church Council opposed this idea, and to show
that they too could be revolutionary, in conjunction with
the churchwardens they petitioned for the removal of the
Rector’s ciborium. This certainly sounds like a painful
operation.

N.S.S. EXECUTIVE MEETING

Wednesday, Octobrer 24th.—Present: Messrs. F. A. Ridley
(Chairman), Alexander, Barker, Cleaver, Ebury, Hornibrook, John-
son, Shepherd, Taylor, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Venton, the Treasurer
(Mr. Griffiths) and the Secretary. Apologies from Messrs. Arthur
and Gordon. Sum received from Chapman Estate, India. New
members admitted to Birmingham, Blackburn, Edinburgh, Man-
chester, Nottingham and Parent Branch (14 in all). Reports of
various meetings were received. Propaganda Committee appointed.
Protests to Prime Minister (re Capital Punishment) and Secretary
of State for Scotland (re Lord Clyde) authorised. Rules Committee
would meet November 10th/11th. Annual Dinner fixed for Feb-
ruary 16th, 1957, Mecca Restaurant, E.C.2. Sub-Committee
appointed. Study classes under the President would commence
Friday, November 9th. Congratulations expressed to Mr. Rothwell,
Blackburn, on re-forming branch and to Edinburgh Branch on its
progress. Other branch matters dealt with. Messages sent to
American Rationalist Federation and Friendship Liberal League.
Next meeting fixed for Wednesday, November 21st, 1956
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CORRESPONDENCE

SUNDAY IN SCOTLAND t say the
As a born Scot of 66 years’ residence in Scotland A gelivity
Sunday Mail article on which the comments in A Of the
Woyld” (October 5th) are based is @ gross exagger3lfy pretty
position. Having had some residence also in England ~nl,,

sure the English are far more priest-ridden than we < sGl0ols)
believe, is due to the prevalence in ~ n d of
which, apait from a few semi-controlled by the K. > thatin

have. As a result, education in Scotland is far more secu
England. There is certainly a lot less religious instruct < fents
Your contributor may be interested to know that sc , in that,
who have had occasion to go to live in England comp in EnS'
whereas in Scotland their children were being educates,  gcot-
land they got religion1l Not long ago Mr. Ridley referre . bath” %
land as a “Sabbatarian wilderness.” Nonsense! 'l he -  crjcket>
the head day for hammers, saws, chisels, spades, hoes, 8 ’ jon to
booze, and similar diversions. Only a few pay any a empty’
ministers and the churches are for the most part and cjnejries.
Many of the latter have ceased to exist and have oeco . Of the
It is high time many English people ceased to t ".nism, aiC*
Scots as a race of semi-barbarians steeped in fundatnen geljeMnS

the objectionable tone of the two paragraphs in  ~{VSc IjilOWN
World” does not help.
PUBLIC ENEMY No. I nationa;

Without doubt Mr. E. G. Macfarlane is correct in citing ,jO| Of
lism as the major immediate threat to our survival. raisin8
national state worship can only, | think, be supplanted j aCjjeve
the alternative ideal of a World State. However, in order to

and sustain a world society in which mankind may live of
I believe we shall be obliged to buttress it with the sanlp Ort the
propaganda, flag waving and emotion that now goes to su Jpjlerollt
idea of nation states. Possibly this need for idols is an
weakness of the human mind. CONSTANCE 7

The article “Public Enemy No. 1" by Mr. Macfarlane ti*
sound; he puts the whole case in a nutshell. The citizeits  jOr
world will show sense when they give up politics and re/nublin)'

good. An Irish FreethiNKEIU_"~--
LECTURE REPORT . Cster
The new season of Sunday evening lectures of the e On

Secular Society began with a lecture by Mr. F. A. llorni

“The Catholic Menace Today.” church *%
The speaker proved beyond any doubt that the R.C. U jrOn'

no friend of Democracy, illustrating his talk with evtdett jie)

Catholic sources. Catholics preached tolerance only whe "je

were in a minority. When In supremacy they persecute

who refused to submit to the authority of the Pope. j ftp-
With Mr. Manhattan ill, we have to thank our good trien

Hornibrook for stepping into the breach at very short no/jIL—a

OBITUARY f fluy
We recret to announce the death of Mr. Fred Casey o gedJ
an old Freethinker reader, and well known in Manchester
larist circles, at the age of 82. He maintained an active 1115 Oar
freethought and social problems right to the end of his H
sincere sympathy goes to Mrs. Casey.

We regret to announce the death in Harrow Hospital o

John Tacchi, at the age of 76. Mr. Tacchi was a much-tr i
man and spent a great deal of his life in Hong Kong. He etity
keen reader of this paper for many years. The General be j.yS
of the National Secular Society visited Mr. Tacchi a ‘f fegly
before his death and found him mentally alert, though ph? soa
tired. He firmly adhered to his Freethought views. His on’
was killed in Malaya during the last war.
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