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power! “Pio Nono”, as our Victorian grandfathers termed 
this Pope, is a famous figure in theological history; he first 
proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of 
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C ^ c d  Popes
Ü903.i?,st rcccnt Pope to be canonised was Pius X 
'ntervai ’ °ne exceptions to the rule that a lengthy
^hate nlU.st elapse between death and canonisation. 
°ne °f th *S s?inl'y merits, this Pope was undoubtedly 
fact dle lc sll*pidest and most bigoted of modem times, a 
the [>|.p arore obvious since he actually succeeded one of 
Valiy i ° f the P°PCS- Lco x m  (1878-1903), who, inci- 
reeent n las nof  been canonised! Prior to Pius X the most 
°f cruJ |P al saint is Pius V, a Dominican and a monster 
"lissej y ^bo, as Grand Inquisitor, boasted that he never 
PrcsUnvfu,single “sitting” of the (Roman) Inquisition — or 
"heretic?,V.a smgle execution. Under him, multitudes of 
fe n .,» d ie d  at the stake. To students of English history 
¡Ve<j ^ ‘¡¡r act of saintliness by which this Pope '■ ' io i • ’ uuiuuuivoj j  vtiiivu una x is remem-
beth i S. lls Bull of Excommunication of Queen Eliza- 
Subjects acc° mpanied by an exhortation to her Catholic 
l() haVe . murder the heretical monarch! Hc also appears 
°f St, R S'ven the initial Papal approval to the Massacre 

al) s armolomew’s Eve in Paris (1572), though he went, 
lh„ lnts do, to Heaven just before it took place.
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iibe ingest reign of any Pope, but still more 

N  ils°. e was the Pope under «whose personal auspices, 
%UjL.a result of whose intrigues, the famous dogma of 

.mty was issued on July 18th, 1870, at the Vatican 
 ̂letlir> P‘Us was a*so lbe last Fope to be simultaneously 

abiic ¡¡oral prince as ruler of the Papal States prior to their 
tc I 10n by the Kingdom of Italy in 1870, the year the 

aeeamc spiritually infallible and lost his temporal

ideas of toleration, Liberal
ism and Progress.” He was 
a man of mediocre ability 
but his reign was full of 
dramatic incidents.

His colleague in the cur
rent quest for celestial hon
ours is much less known, by 
contrast a shadowy figure 
little known even to special

ists in ecclesiastical history. It appears that he, too, 
impinged on contemporary English History by aiding and 
abetting James II in the plot to restore Roman Catholicism, 
the failure of which led directly to the Glorious Revolu
tion of 1688 and to the final triumph of Protestantism in 
these islands. Innocent was evidently not infallible in politi
cal matters! Actually this Pope is chiefly remembered in 
connection with French and Polish history; he had a 
famous quarrel with Louis XIV, who was claiming virtual 
independence from Roman interference with the Gallican 
Church of France, and it was this Pope who promoted the 
Crusade of John Sobieski, King of Poland, who delivered 
Vienna from a menacing Turkish invasion.

Why These Two?
The Vatican is a very shrewd and experienced political 
institution. Whatever it may or may not know about the 
next world, it knows a great deal about this one! The R.C. 
Church is also a totalitarian organisation which employs 
religion and politics impartially to further its ends. As in 
more mundane affairs, it does not make saints without 
some reason, and to judge from some of those it lias made, 
holiness is not always the primary motive. Why, of all so 
far not canonised, choose these two Popes? A glance at 
their respective careers may perhaps shed some light. Pius 
IX was an ultra-reactionary who fought Liberalism — the 
19th century equivalent of Communism in the eyes of the 
Vatican, to the finish anti formally proscribed its errors. 
He also made the Papacy the “infallible” dictator of the 
Church. Similarly, the long forgotten Innocent XI was a 
stickler for the rights of Rome over and against those of 
national Churches, even defying the “most Christian King” 
Louis XIV on this point. More significant, and more sinis
ter, Innocent promoted the Polish crusade against Turkish 
aggression. Today Poland is dominated by “godless Com
munism”, an even worse enemy than Islam. Is the celes
tial elevation of Innocent the effective prelude to another 
crusade?

The Alternative Before the Vatican
The mid-20th century is a political. not a theological, age!
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The essential problem for the Vatican is nowadays a poli
tical one; co-existence or crusade? — to compromise with 
the Church’s enemies or to mobilise its forces and those of 
“Christian civilisation” for a final show-down. At present 
the Crusaders appear to be on top, with pro-Fascist Pope 
Pius at their head. Their current selections to the celestial

Peerage apnea r  t uP°J'c y . H a d  in n o c e n f “  £o n fo rm ity  w ith  th is belligerent 
b° th  w o u ld  p rob a hn  ^  ?WS been a t thc  Vatican tod/ !
^ga inst the  presem  /  iav’c  ^ een in  fa v o u r o f a crusack 
Iandscape con fo rm  o f tbe  C hurch. Does the celestial 
scene? Verb sap W, ! tb e  p resent te rres tria l Vatican

Report from South Africa
You read much aeout apartheid in South Africa these 
days. What it means succinctly, in theory, at any rate, is 
total separation, sexually, socially, politically, residentially 
and also in Church affairs, between white and non-white.

The F reethinker is not a party political journal, and so 
there is no intention to go into the pros and cons of this 
very vexed and difficult topic. But there is one unusual 
aspect of it which does concern it, and that is the powerful 
influence, often hidden, of one Church behind the whole 
political movement; that is the Dutch Reformed Church, 
which enjoys, with its two smaller sister Churches, the 
Gereformeerde and the Hervormde, the largest white mem
bership by far of any church in South Africa. As almost 
every, if not every, member of the ruling National Party 
belongs either to it or to the other Dutch Churches, what it 
says goes. And it does not concern itself only with religious 
belief and practices; very far from it.

This exceedingly influential religious and social com
munity is historically a daughter of the Reformed Church 
of the Netherlands. But whereas the mother has, to a cer
tain extent, gone with the times, and perhaps may even 
have a definite liberalistic section, the daughter has 
remained strictly orthodox and fundamentalist. Even the 
word “liberal” today has an effect on many of its mem
bers that “liberty” once had on the Nazis, and much as 
holy water was said to unnerve His Satanic Majesty of 
one’s younger days.

The daughter, moreover, has been independent and self- 
governing for well over a century, having ils own Synods, 
for it is not yet one united Church in South Africa, but 
federated. An attempt to unite thc different Churches about 
45 years ago failed, as thc Bill to do so was not passed by 
the Union Parliament, partly on colour grounds and diffi
culties. Today such an attempt might be more successful, 
the old liberal policy of the Cape having even fewer sup- 
porters than before, owing to the greater growth of the 
uncompromising population of the interior provinces, 
largely descendants of the old Boers.

The Church prides itself on being Calvinistic, and this, 
as I hope to show, has much to do with apartheid as such.

Calvinism, or one aspect of it, as one understands it, 
divides humanity into two sections. One section is saved; 
by “grace” ; whatever that word means. The other is not, 
and is without the pale, for ever and ever, amen. However 
ethical a member of the latter may act or live, true salva
tion is not for him. It is a damnable doctrine; in more than 
one sense, indeed. It is religious determinism to the last 
degree. Does such a Calvinist believe in free will? I wonder.

Fortunately the bark is much worse than thc bite. The 
typical sermon in a D.R. Church is generally as evangeli
cal as you may hear in the evangelical section of the 
Anglican Church, or in any of the so-called free Churches, 
whether Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist or Congrega
tional. (The order is that of the totals of their white mem
bership.)

In the past century there have, it is true, been a few, but 
only a few sporadic attempts by foolhardy ministers to

By LEONARD MARTIN
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part of thc service, and generally there is a good â ng 
the anthem. Sermons are mostly read, and tell y°u 
new, as a rule. Pulpit orators there may be, but 
scarce. _ 0vel

If one travels by car — the quickest surface way ¡̂„ly- 
the long and often arid stretches between these ^  0li
populated villages and small townships of the Union

to

.at l
which will probably astound you if you arc a newco 0r 
South Africa, seeing how small and desolate the vl 
“dorp” , may appear to be; but the surrounding H ^ to
may be rich men, who do not forget to be genem ^
the church and its pastor. Well, it is South Africa, t|1iU 
of many paradoxes!

(To be concluded)

T he highest pleasures are those which satisfy the mind. Tb«
and the ear are avenues which lead to the purest realms. • j |̂'. tl>(
streets of the soul. T he eye should see only what is beautn-^gi 
ear should hear only what is pure and true. It was o n ce^
that the five senses were five ways for the Devil to reach the
. . . Hut now the senses arc looked upon as channels of 0|>'
tion between the world within and the world without.— INgE,<’
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Freethought Signs Among Children
nrinE.M.INENT educationalist once proclaimed as the first
r c'P>e of education, “Doubt everything.” It is also the rst DrincinlA —■■■ • • • • •

By G. H. TAYLOR

_fT ir is ¿liso ioe
. V .°V DL e?nrr ih e r 8efo re o f civilisedprinciple of critical thinking and

development in general. makes for the stabili-
lust as the principle of conformity ■ nonconfornuty

sau°n of early societies, so does nr;mitive groups the 
conduce to their improvement. But m l  and wpal is
tebel is a rarity. He proposes sornel ® «'¡m r,r
nW is feared. His hehaV.nur •<=°Pposed* t'̂ ocu frv f 1 ----  --------------  -----» —
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ys*.- With ___ i i *  i • , iPl-ecarinn ---- r “ « "  emu m s pcisuncu  CAisicuee ucuum cs
byPillinA;i, lei endency is to eliminate him, either directly 

ostracism. And so, during the long

suspicion and his personal existence becomes
y killin 'V “c mnuenc;

infancy o r  « u h u m u . n n u  su , u u iin g  m e
bio|n,.;„„, humanity, the innovator, the free thinker, is a ^ycai rarity.
recapiti? 116 extent the mental development of the child 
the 19(i a es that of the species. The empirical findings of 
borne 01 cc/ llury anthropologists have in this respect been 
turv ho, ! by the more systematic researches of 20th cen-

u s * * » .
expressj .¡th the modern development towards “free 
Dorai c°n ’ s‘8ns °f real independent thinking and the 
atn0n °.u.ra8e to put it into action, are still extremely rare 
are‘>£ c ’lldren- This means, in plain terms, that children 

Mot 7  meat” for the propagandist, 
direct lat.Propaganda is always bad with children. In two 
set t0 „n? 11 ’s an eminently good thing, especially when 
and t0 background of common sense; I refer to Hygiene 
h°wcv <0a(l Safety. In the matter of religious propaganda, 
¡n°CU| 7  lbcrc is no such background: it is sheerRation.
'here a'ro bebav|our of children (under current conditions) 
life. ,pj1 °ur main signs of a possible Freethinker in later 
(2) ar(|v.es.e coniprise resistance to (1) the parrot-chorus, 
Cr°Wd ,,Cla ornamentation, (3) majority opinion, and (4)

Tot|Psych?logy-
A chj|,p.a ,wbb fire first, this is worked by mass suggestion, 
all l)a. e|?,s entertainer, for example, will shout “Are you 
Point tin( b tbe response is not brisk he will pursue the 
iiinoriiy f ^e.ts b's Proposal passed unanimously. A small 
tently r children (quite as happy as the rest) will persis- 
S m e  l,se t0 join in the chorus because they scorn to 
>%( ll,rnan parrots. An audacious spirit here and there 
a l w  e.Vl~n shout “No! ” He is a precious rarity and 

in t|’ 1 believe, male.
a gorJ,c 111 aher of artificial ornamentation, there are today 
and ¿j^°Us variety of children’s badges, clieaply attained 
decora,?ctacillar. The psychology of excessive personal 
T C pi'°n bas been studied in some detail by the late Prof. 

Tiic i-e* an(l others.
fibb0tl ( ||1(1 who plasters his breast with badges, medals, 
big . s; etc., is a child who is dissatisfied with his exist- 
c'ency ij°nal accomplishments. Realising his personal defi- 
¡ntrinV , attempts to make good that deficiency in an 
CVeri ¿-ally pointless display, a self-boosting. Such may 

\Vh'| n<̂  to complete uniforms, 
adniirlp,tbe desire for self-display by such means is not 
l"akcab e’ nevertheless to prohibit the display would only 
able kniatters worse. Like measles, the disease is not desir-K wuiat. nicaaica, uic uiacasc nui ucmi-
bettCr l,'il tbe spots must come out. An unsightly display is 
>io, than a dangerous inhibition. But the child who does 
H q ^  SUch ostentatious self-advertisement on his person,
h||y Jdaces no value on such vulgar outworks, is a men- 

; 'ealthicr and self-dependent character.
°ven more important sign of the budding Freethinker

is a tendency to befriend the outcast and thus flout majo
rity opinion. Children, like primitives, love to have a con
victed wrongdoer, or, failing that, a scapegoat. (Some girl 
infants will have a regular “whipping boy” among their 
dolls.)

The psychology of the scapegoat is that he makes us 
feel morally bigger by being himself morally smaller. It is 
therefore not unusual for children to “gang up” against 
one of their number. Whether the victim has in fact done 
something reprehensible or not, becomes a minor issue. 
The motivating principle is gregarity. To side with the mob 
is to side with numerical strength. To take the side of the 
isolated one is to set oneself against numerical strength and 
its mass suggestion. To oppose the crowd is to suffer a 
diminution of social prestige. A very small minority of 
children are prepared to forfeit social prestige for indivi
dual self-respect. This is a sure sign of healthy indepen
dence of mind, the historic source of freethinking.

Lastly, it is a well-observed phenomenon that children 
will rush to join a crowd which has suddenly gathered 
round a particular spot, the scene of some supposedly 
sensational occurrence. No matter how trivial the incident, 
the sight of a gathering crowd is the real impetus, and 
once this has got under way it will continue long after the 
original cause has subsided. Other causes may then be 
imagined and reported, so that finally the original reason 
for crowding is either lost or has become vague. Again, the 
odd child will disdain to join the mob.

The above four signs are all from overt behaviour. 
Equally significant clues come, of course, from the child’s 
conversation. But the vast majority of children generally 
give little or no sign of genuine freethinking. Freethought 
is an attitude of mind associated with maturity. Moreover, 
not all budding Freethinkers are allowed to develop into 
mature Freethinkers. Education, etymologically, means 
“drawing out” . Too often in practice it becomes mere 
“ pumping in” .

Philosophy Quiz
1. Who made the following the bases of their philoso

phies: (a) Cogito ergo sunt, (b) esse=percipi. What do 
they mean?

2. For what purpose is the celebrated Dr. Johnson reputed 
to have kicked a stone?

3. What is “Occam’s razor” ?
4. Who was the last distinguished defender of animism, 

the belief that matter is a colony of spirits?
5. From which philosopher did Chapman Cohen take his 

concept of Emergence? Who was the first to popularise 
Emergence?

6. Who were the first philosophers in the modern sense of 
the term?

7. Which distinguished philosophers were associated with 
(a) Pantheism, (b) Pre-established Harmony, (c) Pessi
mism, (d) Positivism, (e) Monism, (f) Pragmatism, (g) 
Vitalism, (h) Neutral Monism, (i) Publicism?

8. Which eminent 20th century philosophers were idealists 
but also atheists?

(Answers on page 260)
-N EXT WEEK-

K R I S H N A M U R T I
By The REV. JOHN L. BROOM. M.A.
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This Believing World
The “Daily Mail” disc expert, Mr. Jack Payne, calls the 
religious songs by crooners “nauseating nonsense” and 
piously hopes that they will “flop”. We are not surprised. 
Nauseating it certainly is to listen to records with titles 
like “Somebody Up There Likes Me”, “Try a Little 
Prayer”, or “Faith Unlocks the Door”. But after all, are 
they any worse, or even worse sung, than our own famous 
hymns, Ancient and Modern, many of which Mr. Payne 
himself must have sung in his younger and more religious 
days? What about “Washed in the Blood of Jesus”, and 
similar “nauseating” melodies?

★

Mr. Payne’s article is headed “The exploitation men decide 
religion pays a handsome dividend”. We seem to have 
heard this before — though not exactly in connection with 
records. Religion, once established, always pays handsome 
dividends to its priests, for there is nothing a religious 
person likes better than to pay a priest or a parson well to 
get in touch with a god for him. But Mr. Payne expects 
the record “flop” to come “when God stops paying a divi
dend”. God paying dividends or not is a sentiment which 
might have come even from the ineffable Billy Graham!

★
In the House of Lords the other day was discussed what is 
called in a Times report “a matter of the greatest urgency”. 
It was whether a member of the respected and infallible 
religious body called Jehovah’s Witnesses should do his 
National Service like other members of the community. 
The pious appellant had been appointed a “pastor” for 
Jehovah, and claimed exemption like other ministers. The 
hard-hearted Lords who judged the case did not dissolve 
in tears as they should have done when they were told of 
the appellant’s undying faith in Jehovah and Jesus, and 
brutally dismissed the appeal. And the poor young man 
will have to do “time” in the Army just as if he was an 
ordinary Christian — a terrible fate. What a farce it all is!

The Editor of the “Church of England Newspaper”, the
Rev. C. O. Rhodes, does not like the way in which so 
many parsons “cadge for dollars” . In an Evening Standard 
article, he gives many examples of the way the Church of 
England and the Nonconformist Churches both here and in 
America pitifully plead for dollars to restore this or that 
as if he was not aware that “cadging” for money has 
always been a feature of religion. It was woe betide any 
worshipper in the past and it still is if he does not contri
bute his “mite” to the service of Jesus. Remember what 
happened to Ananias and his wife?

★

Under the notice of the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children are some 99,000 poor children who 
have been physically ill-treated by their parents or guar
dians. It is a pitiful commentary on the Christian educa
tion which these people had — for of course they are all 
Christians. You will not find Jews or Freethinkers in their 
ranks. Even if some of these Christian parents have “no 
religion” , that is, if they are quite indifferent to its beauti
ful consolations, they will still proudly call themselves 
“C. of E.” . And yet the cry is more and more and still 
more religion!

★

It is interesting to note that the Economist, commenting 
on the debate in the House of Commons on Premium 
Bonds, said that “the church and chapel spokesmen who 
had a case made a hash of it. They are a sad shadow of 
their predecessors who so brilliantly debated the Prayer 
Book 30 years ago.” Of course. The “sad shadow” has
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invaded nearlv illand, of course tlie°logy and its defenders —
time to thrill a’mn«,6™ ,sermons. It was possible at one 
as Spurgeon did- hUt ^ ftlon w,th lurid pictures of Hell — 
water substitute w* W ^ can one do with the milk-and- 
be thrilled in the . f i 1 l,hese days? People simply cannot We atmosphere of a Mothers’ Meeting.

Facts for Freethinkers -
PARTY AIMS IN ISRAEL

ramn,eS
T he

of Israefite°S?caT L ei traCtS from tbe s(ated Progral
Mizrahi_. “Ti. Parties: ,on Jewish iim ,n,Purty demands that legislation be based
tbe country be r l ( i C en -Ce a n d  l b a t  the cultural c lim a te  1 
hapoel RAMizR4meriiu”edi y lbc tradition of the Torah 
and the planned n i Pzra i' Workers) — “Both the la ■ 
on the Torah.” deve,0Pment of the state should be base
AGUDAT ISRAEr_iUT'i n , -vance of the Torah • he Party stands for the strictest obs
jurisdiction en tru s ts  ’C adm!'m'stration of the state, will 
POALEI AGUDAT icdaJ° r.aAbbin|ca 1 authorities.” 
legal code other fh Lu (Agudat Israel W orkers)-- 
the state of r<;ri,1?n ( the Torah is acceptable 1
equality of m V lnd ¿om en!” Pany « « —  "'e f°""
one for^F?elitdousCA i?am,zrab* bad two Cabinet minister
Posts. These8m rtij}^a,rS a,nd s °cial Welfare and one f ‘ s_conlrol four morning newspapers’̂ j<ui illuming fnufl°c'u
printed in Hebrew. They are: Hatzope (Mizrahi. ^ of]d 
1938), Hakol (Agudat Israel, 1949), l)y------ /J - - n,vv/r ^ rrg u u a i io i a u ,  i  s j ,  i jl,^
Agudat Israel, 1950), Shaarim (Poalei Agudat Isra e ’ j| and 

The Israeli judicial system is composed of both certa'" 
religious courts. The latter exercise jurisdiction oVC \ and 
aspects of personal status (marriage, divorce^e^- ^
represent the Jewish, Christian, Moslem and Druze
munities. These religious courts are autonomous an ^ tli  
the active help of the Ministry for Religious pru^e 
special departments for Jewish, Christian, Moslem.anti _ _„„and Ba’Hai communities. Freedom of religion an e_____________~  . ____________ ■ _* ■T~Apnel\0&1 „science was guaranteed in the Declaration of Tndepena rVe 
of May 14th, 1948, and the right of the sects to ^  Q(iJi-
their own Sabbath was given by the Days of Res ,,951). 
nance (1948) and the Hours of Work and Rest LaW I ¡oP, 

Owing to the great increase in the Jewish pop11‘ ,948__ ,• t 1 1 — 1-» in *- ......O v“ ~ C3‘ v»uv X.» IUV ----------  i r
religious activities have expanded enormously. " c0llft 
there were 130 rabbis and Dayanim (Rabbinical ^qq. 
judges), but this number had by 1955 increased t ^  
Between 1948-53 the number of synagogues gr®vV). ¡0us 
about 600 to 2,553. During 1954 the Ministry for j 
Affairs assisted in building, enlarging and repairing 
synagogues. Il0ervisC

Religious Councils appoint and pay rabbis and supy^ t0 
maintenance, etc. These Councils grew from 10 in • r?d 
about 200 in 1954, and most of their expenditure is c0 „•[■- 
by the Treasury. Incidentally, non-Koshcr food is. 110 pt$. 
mitted in military and other government establish11 j0p, 
The Government provides for state religious educa, ^  
and “ teachers, inspectors, curriculum and way of me
religious. . ctof

In a recent letter to me Rabbi Zev Gotthold, P/N  .ry1 1 1  U  I  w v m  I V l l V l  1 M U  1 X U L / U 1  V V I V 7 U 1 I W 1 V > ' .  j e l l /

of the Department for Contact in the Diaspora (M'"mf'e 
for Religious Affairs) affirmed confidence for the t
and “with Divine Help a flourishing renaissance . • • *,pl 
was because “The Bible and the Jewish tradition rep1*-1 
the inspiration for our country.” .

My own opinion is that if the cosmopolitan and in̂ e, 
trious Israelis continue working at their present 
neither the Bible nor “Divine Help” will be needed.

D. SHIP'”
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or Press, 41 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W .C .l.

CORRESPONDENT^ . _ .
You are right. T he  answer to Question 5 of Quiz

LtetkM °n the last cla‘e of the Congress of the W orld Union of “ thinkers in London cHn,.iH ioro  ioaft•'Ondon should be 1938 not 1946.

Lecture Notices, Etc.
OUTDOORBradford H ,

Messrs j£anc"  N.S.S. (Broadway Car Park).— Sunday, 7.30 p.m.: 
®r‘stol f r  AY’ ^ EWT0N an<4 Sheppard.
^'n8sto 6 ^ ° wns)-— Sunday, August 12th, 7.30 p .m .: L. Ebury.

N.S.S. (Castle Street, K ingston-on-Thames).— 
Manch nday- 8 P .m .: J. W. Barker and E. M ills. 

day, |Sl̂ r branch N.S.S. (Deansgate Blitzed Site).— Every week- 
7.45 D m !'1 .M essrs. W oodcock, S mith and F inkel. Sundays, 
Platt pi Messrs. M ills, W oodcock, S mith and F inkel.

Me« • C dS> d p-m.: Messrs. W oodcock, M ills and others.
the iv e e k ^ r^ h  N.S.S. (Pierhead).—Meetings most evenings of 
IIoqam n (often afternoons): Messrs. T hompson, Salisbury, 

North I ' ARRY- H enry and others.
Sun(|.u°ndon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).— 

Nottin ,y' August 12th, noon: F. A. R idley.
T. ]u a? \ Branch N.S.S. (Old M arket Square).—Friday, 1 p.m.: 
and R po°SLRY and li- P ° w e . Sunday, 11 a .m .: R. M orrell

from'4ndon ®ranch N.S.S.—Every Sunday at the M arble Arch
H'est P m -: Various speakers.

7 p.ma?1r ®ranch N.S.S. (Victoria Park).—Sunday, August 12th, 
*'• A. Ridley.

®irminoL INDOOR
Sun(j Branch N.S.S. (Satis Cafe, 40 Cannon Street).— 
Scienc >’• Ugust 12th, 7 p.m .: C. II. S mith, “Reconnoiterings in

Notes and News
letterin'11̂ 6 exclamation, “O utrageous! ” in inch-high 
(2s/7/ S -^panned almost a whole page in the Daily Sketch 

• ' And, even in these times of sensational jour- 
•hin,, j 11 forced itself upon the casual reader. Surely some- 
beloty Clr|ble liad occurred! The full-length photograph 
in Olltrroved this to be so, representing a fashion model in 
dresj, • 11 based upon a Cardinal’s hat and cassock. The 
teaders l' le bat black and red, the Sketch informs its 
“hut , ' There might be no harm in tliat,” it continues, 
[he y  °. erve the accessory. It is a rosary.” Apparently 
is „ ¡„ jam  gave permission for the use of rosaries, but it 
1lisSj to° much for the purists of the Press. Vatican per- 
rHgCo n or no, the Sketch thinks this fashion is “in out- 
'odjjhf laste” . “will give offence to many people” , and 
tric£s ; to be consigned to the rubbish bin” . “Fashion 

and religion do not mix” is the final pronunciamento.

Arcjy days earlier, the Apostolic Delegate to Britain, 
eniinIS ,°P O’Hara, had issued a warning that too many 

hiit ^  medical men” were teaching students nothing 
Proffemific materialism. He referred to world-famous 
sheeryS°rs o£ medicine and surgery who were “wolves in 
Var;p s clothing” , teaching ideas that were at complete 
klecjjtl.Ce w'(b the Divine law. “Blasphemy in the law of 
Many'116’ ln l*ie law of healing, is now being taught in 
V i ' f Cho°ls,” be added: and “a doctor’s vocation is to 

‘•‘c, never to indulge in what is popularly known as

mercy killing, for the Commandment remains — ‘Thou 
shaltnot kill.’ ”

★

I mmediately beside this report (in the Irish Standard, 
20/7/56) it was stated that the Spanish Bullfighters’ Asso
ciation had paid special tribute to His Holiness Pope Pius 
XII. The Association, it seems, has arranged to have “a 
ceremonial bullfighter’s cape especially made for presen
tation to the Pope” . Thou shalt not kill for mercy, but it is 
all right for sport!

Another headline which caught the eye recently was 
“Vicar Refuses Baptism” . This, at first, conjured up an 
enchanting vision of an elderly, screaming, kicking parson 
refusing to be totally submerged by a perplexed, gaitered 
Bishop. However, a closer inspection proved that what, in 
fact, had happened was that the Vicar of Reighton (the 
Rev. G. Alcock) had refused to baptise an eight-month- 
old baby. A fine display of truly Christian tolerance! In 
fairness to the Vicar, we must state that he was perfectly 
willing to baptise the child if only its parents went to 
church on eight Sundays. Presumably, whether or not they 
would be sincere matters little: only lip-service and obedi
ence are required.

Theology in the Bush
In their book, African Bush Adventures (Hamish Hamil
ton, 1954), the authors (Hunter and Mannix) report a con
versation with the eminent archaeologist Dr. Leakey. The 
latter said that one important issue was religion. Under the 
old tribal system, the witch doctor was a very important 
man. The witch doctor often misused his powers — as in 
the case of the hereditary clan of witch doctors among the 
Kisii. But he was also the source of law and order in the 
tribe. The natives had no police force. They didn’t need 
one. If a crime was committed, the witch doctor was called 
in to find the culprit. The natives believed implicitly that 
the witch doctor had at his command spirits who could 
hunt down a malefactor no matter where he was. As the 
offender also believed this, crime was very rare. No one 
wanted to run the risk of having evil spirits put on his trail.

By destroying the authority of the witch doctors, the 
Europeans left the natives without any restraining force. In 
fact, today the witch doctors are being subsidised by the 
Government in hopes that their influence will counteract 
the power of the Mau Mau. It was supposed that Chris
tianity would lake the place of the old tribal religion and 
act as a purifying influence. Many of the natives have 
become sincere Christians but even more found the teach
ings of the missionaries difficult to understand. Dr. Leakey 
recorded a conversation between a Kikuyu and a mis
sionary.
The Kikuyu: “You say a man should only have one wife. 
Why? Didn’t Abraham and David have many wives and 
didn’t God love them?”
The Missionary: “That was a long time ago. Christ 
changed all that.”
The Kikuyu: “But God and Christ are one. Did God then 
change his mind?”
The Missionary: “Conditions were different in the time of 
Abraham and David. There are many laws in the Old 
Testament that we no longer observe.”
The Kikuyu: “Aren’t the Ten Commandments in the Old 
Testament?”
The Missionary: “Yes, we have preserved some of the 
laws.”
The Kikuyu: “ But by what authority did you select the 
ones you intended to observe?”
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Open Letter to the B.B.C.
By H. DAY

Programme: Priest’s Party (TV, July 5th)
This programme continued the policy of mind-condition
ing which has become so characteristic and which goes far 
to show the basic intentions of those whose identity is so 
discreetly and effectively hidden behind the magic letters 
BBC. In this programme the Rev. Fr. A. Andrew was 
allowed to toy before the cameras with a group of so- 
called “challengers” in a farce called “Give and Take” , in 
which the challengers did all the giving and the priest all 
the taking. The former, supposedly intelligent journalists, 
showed themselves to be merely a body of reverent indif- 
ferentists who had no knowledge of the general subject of 
religious doctrine, or of Comparative Religion or of so- 
called supernaturalism.

Why, oh why, had they not taken some instruction from 
real unbelievers? Why, oh why, had they not mastered 
some really effective and searching questions? Why, oh 
why, did they play into the priest’s hands by asking the 
old futile, stereotyped, hackneyed and perfectly innocuous 
questions which all the religious stooges ask and which the 
apologist so loves to answer? Why did they have to yield 
all the priest’s primary assumptions? Why did they not 
demand definition and explanation, justification and sub
stantiation? Why did not the organiser of the programme 
find some real challengers, a few genuine unbelievers who 
could have confronted the Rev. Father with pertinent ques
tions? One is forced to regard this programme as yet 
another astute and subtle mind-conditioning effort to give 
a boost to the Roman Catholic minority in this predomi
nantly Protestant land.

By tacitly accepting all the R.C. assumptions and 
dogmas, the priest’s very polite and reverent guests became 
his tools and his fools. Any one genuine opponent know
ing his subject could have turned the Rev. Father’s claims 
back upon him. It should have been known that if a 
Catholic is allowed to get away unchallenged with even a 
few of his many primary assumptions and dogmas, then 
argument is futile. Among such primary assumptions are 
the following, and if these are yielded he wins, as did the 
Rev. Father on this occasion.

(1) That because the physical universe exists it must 
have been brought into being by something outside itself.

(2) That this Something is Author, Purposer, Architect, 
Planner, Designer, Creator and Sustainer of the universe— 
which means all things.

(3) That there does exist in some form or other, a some
thing or other which does something or other, somehow or 
other, sometime or other, which is to be identified with the 
proper noun God.

(4) That this something, undefined and undefinable, 
unknown and unknowable, is the primary uncaused cause 
of all things, ubiquitous, universal, all-knowing, all-wise, 
all-virtuous, all-powerful, etc., and of a supernatural order.

(5) That the New Testament writings are authoritative 
and historically accurate, with their central character, 
Jesus, a historical character who actually said and did the 
things therein attributed to him.

(6) That he was somehow at one and the same time 
God and man, divine and human, God and the son of God.

(7) That there is some sort of life after death in which 
the dead are resurrected and live again in some other form 
on some other plane.

Not one of these, or any other such, propositions has 
ever been, or can be, proven. For the very same reason 
that they are nebulous and imprecise they cannot be dis-

the
proven. Misdirected popular opinion subscrib t|]0se 
totally false view that onus of disproof devolves upnlPtions- 
who reject such altogether unwarrantable ass „11 neces- 
They can and should be challenged, It is not at 0f 
sary that they should be accepted and the onUS ■ 0 s|iap° 
should be placed where it belongs — upon those v 
the dogmas. «mology’

It is known that all religions, all systems of 00 rant 
all ideas of God, have been built upon suen ¡? jn.

the theories andassumptions and superstitions. All the theories anu ¡¡gjons 
ings and misinterpretations of all the supernatural .“¡{gd
and all their gods have been invented by man andj-^I rea|]y
by men. If the guests at the Priest’s Party had been ^  
concerned to put the priest at the receiving end or âvewnvwuvu It) put UIC pilCbL cU UlC ICtUVilJfe . I t |1
instead of playing up to his solo act, they ,nlI° . ques- 
required his answers to a few direct and unequivoc 
tions. For example: un?

(1) What is meant by the term God as a prop01 n ¿9
(2) What is the precise difference between God an ^
(3) Where does God exist and in what f°inl 

cognised?
(4) If God is said to be spirit, what is spirit in this
(5) What does God do? And if it is spirit h°w

irai”do it? How does it manipulate physical things?
(6) What evidence can be produced for “sup°rna

phenomena? . ( to
(7) If there is such a thing as Divine Plan, what is1 

whom is it disclosed, and how divulged?
(8) As planning and purpose cannot be dissoc'a^-^j

w i w u u u o  l l l l l i u  a i l U  W ill , 1.1 kill! U l U U g l l l  a u u  ~  —  . , 1  JO'

God is the planner, what does he think with, feel wit .lo lilt/ pidlUlCI, Wlldl UUCo IIC lllllllv Will*» . 1 opq
with, etc.? Is there any shred of evidence of 111111 . fr0ni 
from body, any evidence of thought processes apa1
living matter, sentient and conscious?

various books and epistles of the N.T. written, Puu j by
unrl 11 n fa/1 lhr> Arinrlniil IimllflOfi /

whom and by how many were they seen and reac^ siate<l

be corroborated? of.1

If the BBC programmes dealt with fact rather than fa '1
instead of being primarily concerned with boosting

ited frdoljf
conscious mind and will, from thought and a c t i o n , ^

art

o ___ ^
(9) What documentary evidence is there to sUl?j^j and

N.T. story of a virgin-born, miracle-working, crUC 
resurrected saviour? “Testimony” of non-contemi ^ 0f 
writers as to the existence of Christians, or follovV nl0fe 
Jesus, is not evidence for the existence of Jesus any eVj, 
than the testimony for the existence of Mithraists 1 ^  
dence for the existence of Mithra — or of Mornio
that of Mormon, etc. tbe

(10) When, by whom, and in what language,
lb iPuv

and circulated? Where are the original writings a*

frequently have they been edited and re-edited, tran ^ a(
and re-translated? Who is now in a position to state 
any original writer actually wrote?

(11) Since the Gospel accounts of the alleged ^ ¡ 3! 
and sayings of Jesus are sketchy, lacking in circumst^ 
detail, inconsistent and contradictory, how can any ut

(12) If Jesus did live, how could he be the son |U 
mother and at the same time the son of God? HoW °l
a spirit, God, procreate material human progeny? ^

(13) How could Jesus as the human son of God b1-
own spirit-father, God? m

(14) Is it any more reasonable to believe any one 0 ..a| 
Christian denominations than one of the pagan or heN 
religions?
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•- superstitions and privileges, these "^^professional 
eely canvassed and frankly discussed, as that

clerics would not be permitted such hollo scored at ttm t> ■ • -
frankly discussed, and professional

at tk r'Crmitt'''-1 ''”~u u~"~......
at Priest’s Party.

dollars for Conversion
There
1‘sers, IS N o

By COLIN McCALL 
DOUBTING the zealousness of Catholic prosely-_  v * * V  / J V t t l V I U  -a

ear* particularly the feminine ones. T hey must sure y 
■ drri extra reward in Heaven for every convert! And if that 

not incentive enough, The Catholic Digest adds its own
,?.and rather more tangible — prize, provided the circum-l?nces havo v
-and -**m\*l

“(true f e  sufficient‘ news-value. It invites “statementsmruvo oiuvvniviuJ

Ch;rk.!ncidents by which persons were brought into the 
-, [ch - and it pays $25 for every one it publishes, 

ladv 2 atest (July) issue contains three instances, and a 
of ik'Vas instrumental >n each, though one attributes pait 
¡ nc credit to God. (The other two, somewhat surpris- 
win!’ .ma^e no mention of the Almighty.) The prize- 
thp Cls are two ladies and one gentleman. Let us reverse 
manUrUal order (and the order of printing) and take the 
at h, he was a Jew who, at the age of ten, was jeered 

’ and defended himself against, a boy of 13. Through
sl?L “ d Wood. '
'.'If

stonrvu 'i ’ T saw a nun approaching” , he tells us. 
invoiri", . tight and dressed his cuts; and she said:

betw. * Tt-ethinkers have. Mine is irreparable, as will soon
n JS.

a j0'" ne Jdes to insult you again, tell him that his God 
So, ¡0o a!'d that He loves Jews.” Finally, she blessed him. 
fear an., K 9 °d — we are told — “for I was baptised this 
the first f ece*ved niy Jewish God in Holy Communion for 
shall st Inic al midnight Mass on Christmas. And now I 
ends win t°r the priesthood.” Fittingly enough, the letter 

If a 1 1 repayment of the debt: “God bless you, Sister! ” 
^  freethinker should note the tacit assumption that
lion_'tism is the product of Christian homes and educa-
at h e m ,  reniark that morality (like cliarity) should begin 
Hiinfi i ?  tor school), Sister! — it only proves what bad 
bec2 Freeth'nl ‘ 

lllelc 0bvi°us
"gra(uj(SCcond narrative gives grateful (I was going to write 
ti°H to i)US' ’ vv' len I remembered the 25 dollars) recogni- 
bronjjiJ"? Digest. It was this feature in the magazine that 
“Ŵ y , the correspondent’s neighbour into the Church, 
’“rite faon't you start going to Mass with me, so that I can 
questi ° dle Digest about my convert?” was the cmrial 
cvj, ‘ " - a s k e d  “jokingly” , of course. (Confound that 
saysi \ lrjd of mine — “25 silver dollars are no joke,” it 
“ihmiV ^ ow — the zealot informs us — her neighbour, 
their nS t0 me and The Catholic Digest" [to get things in 
^H dv0*121 orderl “ is happier than she had ever been.” 

The ^  ^ rC ^  dollars wealthier, madam! 
anQ _ third letter relates how Mass interfered with hiking 
the ®uspects — with love. The writer could not join

after the 10 o’clock Mass, and thethough/3 ? ike. until
Occ^V 't going to an earlier Mass never seems to have 
""fori t0 *lc r— possibly she was habitually a late riser 
cotive .l'natc,y uot, too, or the Church might have missed a 
ling-. : an<J she her just reward. With “friendly grumb- 

■ However, the club would wait. But John was “ rather'eri°Us-ii. 
«

had rkS'm‘Pded” and wondered “what the Catholic Church
Up alJU*|c the right colloquial touch here! ] that it could hold 
foUfyj 'ole group while one girl went to Mass.” Well, he 
Then *?ut: *1C became a Catholic and he married the girl. 
Hior,. After six years, he died a very happy death.” What
0Ur ^"^d anyone ask? Plenty, you say? Well, here it is:
o^'., daughter is now a nun, and we have hopes that 

2$ (| Hiother may become a Catholic.” Splendid! Another 
Hlars on the horizon?

Cornish Column
Mention was made in The Freethinker (June 29th) of 
the prolonged press controversy in The Cornishman, which 
has been running since March and would now fill a book. 
A number of both Christians and Freethinkers have parti
cipated. It started with a call for organised Christian action 
against Easter sport. This appeal was opposed by several 
freethinking correspondents, and finally the appeal was 
defeated, with the result that the entire Christian position 
was on the defensive. The following from the discussion 
may interest readers:

“The Christian assertion that their religion is the one 
and only revelation of truth reflects spirited arrogance, 
rather than humility.”

“We cannot easily dismiss the remarkable similarity in 
the stories of Christian and pagan origins.”

“Personally I do not feel it necessary to delve into the 
remote past to find a basis for living in the present.”

“In his latest effort Mr. Burt has provided 17 more 
virgin-born saviours. I consider it fair to ask if he is sure he 
has got the right one of the 18.”

“The foundations of these religious codes are bribery 
and fear — fear of offending the Big Brother of the skies, 
and bribery of eternal happiness hereafter. History has 
proved that morality so based soon disintegrates.”

“Thank God for my Big Brother of the skies, and for 
his son who is my loving saviour.”

“ Every fresh discovery pushes all gods further and 
further out of the picture.”

“A period of darkness would descend on the world if 
the Bible was withheld by atheist communism. By their 
fruits ye shall know them.”

“ Yes, presumptious blimp that I am, it is still more 
strange that I personally spoke this very day to my Big 
Brother in the skies —- the Lord Jesus Christ, God, Son of 
God, and the Redeemer.”

“ I am on intimate terms with one who said, ‘Lo, I am 
witli you to the end of the world.’ ”

“The twilight of the gods is welcomed by some readers. 
To me it seems that the satisfied conceits, the arrogance, 
aggressiveness, double dealing, and treachery of the Chris
tians, so long a part of our way of life, are now being 
challenged by men and women armed with a new learning 
in which the loving slogan ‘Death to the Infidel’ has no 
place.”

“Whenever mankind ceases to worship a particular god 
it dies, therefore gods cannot exist by themselves.”

“The son who is the father, Spirit, Javweli, and Holy 
Ghost combined makes a nonsensical merry-go-round; it’s 
still better to live on your feet in freedom, than live on 
your knees in servility.”

“Every single bit of progress and improvement has been 
consistently opposed by the Churches of the world.”

“If an earthly father treats his children as the spiritual 
father of SOS treats them, he would be imprisoned for life 
or lynched In 1781, a mother of four children was publicly 
whipped in Helston for stealing some mutton. Her husband 
approved of the punishment. Christian laws and a Chris
tian Father?” D.J.C.

W e have progressed beyond the. control of that rigid sentim ent 
that regarded hum an enjoym ent as a sin. H ealth fu l pleasure is 
found  to be a dem and of o u r nature, and th is age is concerned in 
prom oting  those conditions of life which are calculated to make 
living a joy, and existence a blessing.— I ngkrsoi.l .
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Man and the Sea CORRESPONDENCE
(From Charles B audelaire)

O freedom-loving man, always the sea 
That mirrors thee thou’lt love; thine own soul 
Thou seest where her mighty waters roll,

And gulf as bitter may thy spirit be!
How lover-like thou leapest to her breast 

With eyes and arms embracing! so thy heart 
Forgetful is of its own native smart 

Hearkening her savage, tameless, wild unrest. 
Tempestuous and jealous are ye both;

None has, O man, sounded thy heart’s abyss, 
And none, O sea, has plumbed thy mysteries, 

So are ye both to bare your secrets loath!
For lo! through centuries innumerable 

Ye wage eternal war, no moment’s breath,
So much ye carnage love and bitter death,

O fighters twain, O twins implacable!
R.C.

Delinquency and Religion
No one can deny the seriousness of our current crime and 
delinquency problems. It is not necessary to cite statistics 
of murders, assaults, robberies, automobile thefts, etc., to 
realise that our present efforts to solve these problems are 
inadequate. In this connection, however, it is the opinion 
of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, the Fraternal Order of Police, 
and others, that an increase in church and Sunday school 
attendance and/or membership would result in an auto
matic decrease in crime and delinquency. That such is not 
the case, however, is clearly evidenced by the following 
findings gleaned from the best sociological and criminolo
gical sources.

Edwin H. Sutherland, Indiana University’s famous 
criminologist and sociologist, found that church member
ship or attendance had little or no effect upon criminality 
or delinquency. George Rex Mursell, of the Ohio Depart
ment of Welfare, found that reform school inmates had 
received fully as much religious training as had the chil
dren outside. Sociologists Middleton and Fay found that 
delinquent girls exhibited more favourable attitudes 
toward Sunday observance and the Bible than did non- 
delinquent girls. C. V. Dunn found that the proportion of 
members of religious sects in prisons is higher than that of 
the general population. Dr. John R. Miner found that 
“ there is little evidence that the churches play any major 
role in the prevention of crime” . Professors Barnes and 
Teeters report that; “Franklin Steiner found that out of 
85,000 convicts, 68,000 or 80%, decisively expressed their 
preference as Christians. There were 5,389 of the Jewish 
faith. There were only 8,000 who were not affiliated with 
some faith. The avowed infidels or atheists were micro
scopic, just 150.” Professors Hartshorne and May found 
Sunday school children less honest than non-attenders. 
Teeters and Reinemann, after years of research and experi
ence, are convinced that “ the oft-repeated exhortations 
claiming that the rate of delinquency would be lowered if 
parents would send their children to Sunday school and 
Church are over-simplified attempts to answer this serious 
question” .

Since religions — the orthodox religions — do not have 
the answers, we can only do what we should have been 
doing from the start, that is, consulting the scientists whose 
areas of study arc human, social and individual behaviour.

[The Liberal, U.S.A., March 1956.]

“GOD MOVES IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS” Ne«
All readers of this journal will feel sorry for the *'15  ̂ j^nccessaO 
York who lost the sight of his one remaining eye. It v an oper;l' 
to remove a tumour behind his eye by surgical mean , ¡s -> 
tion which resulted in total loss of sight. His fat te > . (Q find 
Baptist minister, according to Press reports, prayed t0£,, cfC caW1®’ 
the best way to break the terrible news to his boy. ^¡s boy * 
be one decent human being who would not bays sa2,e NV]10 coukj 
sight were it humanly possible. On the other hand, , rVing , 
did not! It is difficult to know which is the more boy*
man’s contempt — the God who engineers the loss 0 [ype u 
precious sight in so calculatedly cruel a fashion, or ^er th»1 
Christian who will soon rush to assure the poor hoy s 
God’s ways are for the best, and that he must not loj^cK‘ (;0Rl>°s'

ANSWERS TO PHILOSOPHY QUIZ
1. (a) Descartes (1596-1650): “I think; therefore j j '

(b) Bishop Berkeley (1684-1753): “To be is to u 
ceived.” t an

2. To disprove Berkeley’s thesis that matter is
independent existent apart from mind. cjnip̂ 1

3. Now known as the law of parsimony; where a >erS
explanation is adequate without remainder, n usal 
redundant the introduction of any new supp°se 
factor. (William of Occam died in 1349.) , was

4. The psychologist Wm. McDougall (1871-38), nlpjon 
therefore hailed (erroneously as usual) as a eli
of orthodoxy. . uj,ul,

5. George Henry Lewes (Problems of Life oiw f.
1874). Proi C. Lloyd Morg. : (1852-1936) m c 
gent Evolution and other works. y g.C-

6. The Ionian school of ancient Gr ice, sixth centu y ^
7. (a) Spinoza (1632-77), (b) Le.jnitz (1646-17^  (e) 

Schopenhauer (1788-1860), (d) Comte (179o--> /- y  
Haeckel (1833-1919), (f) Wm. James (1842 - q ^ ^  
Bergson (1859-24), (h) Bertrand Russell, (i) L 
Hogben.

8. Bosanquel (1848-1923); MacTaggart (1866-192J; ^
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tianitiy and Slavery. Christianity and Ethics.

WILL YOU RISE FROM THE DEAD? By C. G. L- 
Du Cann. Price 1/-; postage 2d-

FRIEN D LY  informal international house. Plentiful food, com?’.,, 
Moderate terms.— Chris & Stella Rankin, 43 West Park,
S.E.9. T el.: E L T  1761.

Printed by G. T. Wray Ltd., Goswell Road, G.C.l, and Published by G. W. Foote and Company Limited, 41 Gray’s Inn Road, W.C. 1.


