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B.C., is quite probable; most ancient states were monarchi­
cal at some time or other. It is even possible that one early 
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that classical scholarship seems prepared to concede. The 
rest vanishes into classical mythology.
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n.-yuectiYeiy its secular predecessor had ever done. 
Orieir,lnly a reorarkablc destiny for a single town, the 

5 ns °f which are lost in obscurity.

UnjV^bucal Founders
Coik,l SOnic other famous cities, such as Alexandria and 
lian i) nt,noPlc> the “founders” of both pagan and Chris­
ta.. °me Wcrc obscure, perhaps entirely mythical, figures, 
the f„Cl these posthumously famous persons—Romulus, 
of ,i Ullder of pagan Rome, and Peter, the Jewish founder 
to Sâ  Papacy of ecclesiastical Rome — is fully historical, 
and 1 l  , h-'ast. Romulus was, it is said, born of a virgin 
cvp,, Uckled by a she-wolf, a combination of circumstances
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st- Even ii 

^  and shat
or { g a p p e d  in legends. Though the Papacy today stands

ri '“ure unusual than the Gospel stories of the birth of 
bven in the New Testament, Peter appears as a___ _ __________ ~ ‘

and shadowy figure of unknown origin and with his 
,Wrappcd in legends. Though the Papacy today stands 

thatV’ as on a fundamental dogma, on the assumption 
bistoriCt?.r funded  the Papacy and the Church of Rome 
4m eal|y. *t is not at all certain—outside the inspired 
that !'ot always accurate pages of the New Testament — 
the p1'V SUch person as Simon-bar-Jonas, alias Peter, alias 
der I'nce of the Apostles, ever existed. The alleged foun- 
the r 1 Ccclesiastical Rome may be as mythical as Romulus, 

lrst King of Rome.

■ l°ry ¡' .°,rilra* rescarch, even in the sphere of secular
•ioiUs '( ! s. st*H largely controlled by theological considera­
te ly  have nothing in common with historical 
"¡storiAi . the two cases of Peter and Romulus non- 
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historical scholarship, disregarding theological 
re8ar(| r,ai*ons, indicates an increasing tendency to dis- 
^t ^Patriotic legends of pagan Rome and to relegate

'i'e o g 1. influence becomes very evident. For Romulus, 
®ated K.ng °f the war god Mars and the virgin Rhea, was

;l 0_. - fuuiiHiu icgenus oi pagan isome ana 10 relegate 
'fifh u-V nis alleged parents but Romulus himself, along 
'S a i ls brother Remus and the foster mother, to the 
be p °i legend. That there were kings in Rome prior to 

nian Republic, doubtfully ascribed to about 500
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theology of the Roman 
Empire, the founder of the 
Eternal City was a sacro­
sanct figure whose history 
and divine origin were fun­
damental dogmas, guaran­
tees of the divine favour 
accorded to the “ever-vic- 
torious” armies of Rome. 
While there were plenty of 

atheists in ancient Rome, including at least one High 
Priest, none other than Julius Caesar, we much doubt if 
any ancient historian would have dared to deny the divine 
paternity, or still less the historical existence, of Romulus, 
in whose existence and divinity pagan Rome had a vested 
interest, with the world providentially designed to be ruled 
from Rome under the auspices of the pagan gods. Nowa­
days when the pagan deities have gone to join the “snows 
of yesteryear”, modern scholarship is free to work its 
wicked will on the legends of pagan Rome as on those of, 
say, the ancient Vikings.

Christian Theology and St. Peter
This happy state of things has not yet been reached with 
regard to St. Peter. Actually, whilst the legendary stories 
that have accumulated round the “first Pope of Rome”, 
Peter, are not quite so extravagant as those around 
Romulus, they do not appear to be any better guaran­
teed when judged from the standpoint of critical scholar­
ship. We know absolutely nothing about Peter apart from 
the New Testament, written at a much later date by people 
of unknown antecedents and obviously uncritical in their 
treatment. Not even in the N.T. is there any record of 
Peter being connected with Rome or with the Church of 
Rome. Actually the only evidence, if so it can be called, 
that Peter, assuming his existence, had any connection with 
Rome, is to be found in the last chapter of the document 
described as the First Epistle of Peter, where the writer 
refers to himself as writing from Babylon. It is true that 
Babylon is sometimes used in early Christian literature as 
a synonym for Rome, e.g. in the Apocalypse. But, as the 
French scholar Saloman Reinach has aptly commented, 
while the term “Babylon” may be applied as a term of 
abuse to Rome, as in the Apocalypse, it would hardly be 
given as the writer’s address if he were writing from Rome! 
As Reinach points out, the Babylon referred to appears to 
be a place of that name in Egypt near the modern Cairo. 
(The original Babylon can hardly be meant, since it was 
a ruin by this time.) In any case very few modem liberal 
scholars believe that the Epistle of Peter was actually 
written by Peter. Actually, the Catholic dogma that Peter
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founded the Church of Rome cannot be traced back further 
than about 200 A.D. at the earliest, much later than any 
book in our New Testament, which appears to have been 
completed soon after 150 A.D.
I'eter and Paul
In the official Liturgy of the Church of Rome the “glorious 
apostles Peter and Paul” are usually bracketed together. 
Actually, taking the N.T. as our sole authority, one can 
make out a much better case for Paul rather than Peter as 
the actual founder of the Church, as also for his existence 
as an historical character. Paul, unlike Peter, is actually 
represented as going to Rome, and, even if he did not 
write the Epistle to the Romans, the fact that he was sup­
posed to have written it indicates that an association 
between Paul and the Church of Rome existed from a 
much earlier period in the annals of the Church than was 
the case with Peter.
Peter and Modern Scholarship
Nowadays the dogmatic teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church is fully elaborated. Peter was the first Pope, 
divinely commissioned to rule the Church, endowed with

Catholic Influence in American 
Unions

[An abridged version of an article in the Liberal of 
Philadelphia, June 1956.]

Not only is our public school system deliberately being 
destroyed by the U.S. Roman Catholic hierarchy and their 
subversive laymen agents, but the American trade unions 
are now practically dominated by these self-styled loyal 
Americans, subjects and agents of a foreign power, the 
ruler of every Roman Catholic on earth, Pope Pacelli.

I learned from James Morton Freeman’s pamphlet No 
Friend of Labour, the following:

The Xavier Labour School in New York City was founded 
in 1935 by Jesuit James B. Carey; by 1948 it had grown into 
some 100 Catholic labour schools established in every indus­
trial city in the U.S.A. Jesuits directed 24 of them, 32 by 
diocesan authorities, the rest sponsored by Catholic fraternal 
organisations, colleges and the Association of Catholic Trade 
Unionists.

The Secretary of Labour, James P. Mitchell, is Roman 
Catholic. The A.F.L. President, George Meany, is Roman 
Catholic.

[.The article here lists other prominent trade union 
officials who are Catholics.—Ed.]

The C.I.O. President, Walter Reuther, has said, in the 
course of a statement reported by the Secretary of the 
Newspaper Guild, C.I.O.: “My economic philosophy 
comes from the Papal Encyclicals.”

In April 1952, in Converted Catholic magazine, Angelo 
Vallo pointed out that the C.LO. was then 60 per cent. 
Catholic, and the Transport Union of the C.I.O. was 90 
per cent. Catholic. He said that “ through direction of the 
Roman Catholic clergy, reporting directly to the Pope, the 
Roman Church is taking over the American trade unions.” 

The R.C. newspaper, The Pilot, October 23rd, 1954, 
published Archbishop Cushing’s address delivered at the 
seventh Constitutional Convention of Utility Workers of 
America, C.I.O., on October 21st, as follows:

“While begging God’s blessings on your deliberations during 
this Convention, 1 take the opportunity of commending you for 
your continued elforts to keep clean your leadership and your 
organisation from every taint of disloyal, anti-religious com­
munism.

“Your actions have not been without self-interest. You have 
recognised that the present-day Red, as the agent of an alien 
power, is an enemy of your nation, and of the national tradi-
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the iv in e L yo ^ Ch / le has bequeathed to his successors, 
upon J i 5 , | ! t CdTR o d  (Petros: “stone” in Greek 
of time ' All !  °!!c frue Church” is based until the end 
and if any onp„f  (t bovc Gum ptions are articles of & “ 
he left to the V ar ̂ L 0011̂  be shown false nothing, w°u1
existence and but 10 c,ose lts doors- The histonf  
vested interest » ™an connections of St. Peter represent t
ful organisations h^ft? Ua non’ for one of tbe> most 'T h t
hot, critical schnb, -C ^ 0ldd- Faced with this fornndn 
reticent in auervZmP « Pr.of^sedly Christian lands is* 
Pagan times was f n lp Pel™ e Iegend as the theology 
Indeed, only a f,.... n . 1 e£ard to (he legend of R°nlU ,' 
rival contention - nf ,',oieslant writers, aiming to expose
h'ght of modern have so far turned the
When modern seena»03 £n° wIedge on the Petrine lcgen.
legend of Peter with ,.,‘sc lo arsh,P demolishes the Call'1 ,
Romulus, a notahh 1C same boldness applied to th.at ,
lectual evohiion 'V  CP ^  havc been taken in the rttf
then have been m i nj f n^ ,nd and a notable victory '
obscurantism amG? d ° Ver lhe dead hand of rehg‘° 
ledge. nd ,ts Present stranglehold on secular kno*

rosper her«
tions which have enabled the labour movement to P
in America___ ]itv I #ou‘

“Both as a citizen and as a spokesman for morn j  to u 
like to remind you of your solemn obligation to (jf the 
your great privilege of participating in the cl101. Ujc Tru’ u 
whom you wish to serve as your rulers. . . .  Propagm raCy r  
Explain the Truth. Defend the Truth. But in a Demi* 
must not forget to vole for the Truth.” . , QjtlH“!1
Every citizen of America, non-Calholic and ^ tS  

alike, should, by now, know that the Church of  ̂ jiLicc 
an alien power; irreconcilable with democracy. ^ ¡ 0  
political organisation. They should have fortitude jjgltl 
to stand up like men and women, loyal citizens, a r0y- 
this alien Roman Catholic power that is bent on 
ing the human rights of every citizen. ¿¿ini

The Fascist Church of Rome has for too long be spUr>. 
us with boots and spurs. Remove their boots alVjds W 
put the Church of Rome in her place; force her t° 0nt. 
and uphold U.S.A. laws, or get out of U.S.A., and s i

Chapman Colien on Jesi*s
IS 1>°.Whether the Jesus of the New Testament is or* 

myth, it is certain that the Jesus of the “advanced ŷllj 
tian is one. And if I am to speak quite plainly, i t lS 
that is saturated with humbug. For even if dlC r fo>

‘ a dd/fLt is 
God tb» isreforming Jesus were admitted, he is only a c° |iat f 

something else. It is Jesus Christ the incarnate Gdd j> 
required, and once our assent to the moral rel°d ¿0d 
given he is dropped and we arc presented with tn ^  a 
whom we are asked to worship. The Christian o le r& ^  
whole are not in ffic least interested in Jesus as a ^  
moral reformer: they are only interested in the eh* todf; 
that can be used as a figurehead for a religion. Eu11 ¡b 
the God grows increasingly unattractive, so assent nn , ¡o 
gained on a non-religious issue. You are now as >  
believe in Jesus, not because lie is “very God ^ gjid 
God”, but because he was a good man, a teacher or ' 
economics, a force for “moral uplift” , a Jerusalem 
worker or district visitor who did good for all .nien!1 
under the cover of the jubilation that follows this re  ̂ j< 
able discovery the reformer is dropped and the pfir 
established in his place". The nature of the trick is n°v,jdcfl1 
bably seen by all those who work it, but it is quite e 
to those who have their eyes open and their wits alert- 

(An Atheist’s Approach to Christianity.)
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in the G- WAKD’ M-p„ has discovered “a disgusting book” 
over (o ,?era* Assembly Library, and she is handing it 
librarian i 10 poI'ce- I do hope the General Assembly 
> t  t h r o i r  R,a?ed in jeopardy. I am sure that if anyone 
Bible anH • ad die books in a bookshop, starting at the 
Would fln/ 0,nS on. t0 Rabelais and The Decameron, they 
Parade of disturbing paragraphs. The Bible is not a 
Hen; jn(j lloliness — it contains much about very sinful 
oien dQ ed* there is not a commandment which sinful 
sexuality ° 'rca^' Mm'der, theft, violence, sadism, homo- 
fraud, l l  lnc,est. adultery, prostitution, onanism, bestiality, 
The condn°CIC*®’ 'dolatry, lust in all its forms are there. 
NationsUCt ,?* m an 's surveyed in all its disgusting mani- 
H the Me’ a2r a*l are understood and forgiven the penitent 
aPex. |f w Testament, although crucifixion is sadism at its 
' e Caes , ,  tow ard reaches for Suetonius’ Lives of 
cnees t0W\r e wil! hud occasional disgustingly true refer- 
feaches f , Tiberius and to other Caesars. If she
cover thanti Confessions of St. Augustine she will dis-
hjm the, le Saint was a homosexual until he put behind 
Zionists |.es °T the flesh and lived the life of what reli- 
bawdy u3 the spirit. Rabelaisian has come to mean 
TiWrr of road*. hut it is good for us to realise that at the 
boys Pnnting scholars wrote rhymes much like those 
essentia]' C on the lavatory walls; such knowledge is an 
the firsl Part of our education. The Decameron was one of 
•bat jn ., °°ks to be printed, and as we read it we know 
UNhinti 6 .tlmes the crude processes of the body were 
ba^y o 'c U'ind of scholars. Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales is 
'bo , ni°Hett has a term for a shrew which would startle 
w°ttian \v!,n‘s' Defoe’s Moll Flanders is the story of a
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Censorship
By JOHN A. LEE (New Zealand)
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Potted fpi10 Was a whore, who was incestuous, a trans- 
e'>nfessC(i on* ar]d so on, and Winston Churchill recently 
n T'ho l° eni°yment of its reading. Burton, author of
■ °tvn l Sand and One Nights, was honoured by the 
'"deed’ r,>Ut lJlcre are those who would burn his book;
• a'b, ;i, IS W|fe burned many of his manuscripts after his 
Is a h0r "’credible act of literary vandalism. Frankenstein 
i rror p ?r story which made our spines tingle; for sheer

havc rc i=ar Allan Poe is unparalleled. Voltaire’s Candide 
N d eau a half dozen times, but there are those who
■ berear°iecute its references to experimental biology. 

the p e 'hose who would burn the Havelock Ellis Studies
Cneral''a , ^ ex during periods of hysteria. In the
Nile rvf Assembly Library (here is a rare and magnificent, * ne\x/e*^~—    ^
(h > ch
Of qj. - j  « . wuuji u ib iu  m lx. iaiw  uim  m agi 111 i i

■ ili.,inevvsPaPer cartoons of about 100 years ago, none 
;r /allies »' be published today. There are Ulysses
(fP jJ(/Ze /j°-VceT Romain’s Body’s Rapture. Caldwell’s God's 
-•1 'brarv ire — the world and certainly the Parliamentary 

..But be the poorer without them,
i brarv '°  w'll cull these books in the General Assembly 
■°nelin CorruPt? An adult? Nonsense! Would Well of 
J°l thjr,^ corruPt a juvenile? ft would bore to tears. I do 
geitioir any youngster would get past the first episode in 
h<dera, \ ? /  Hecate County, 14s. 6d., which an Australian 
NpOseH f',nister wisely unbanned after the ban had been 
Nk’$ J 0r s°me time. Premier Chifley unbanned Stein- 
lnakitiR • <lywar(l Bus, 2s. 9d., by cable, while holiday- 
S  no New Zealand. Reaching backward again. 1 am 
% leil l"vcnile would be corrupted by the Golden Ass of 
I t of 3s. 6d., The Satyricon of Petronins, 18s., Ovid’s 

111s-’ or Shakespeare’s Rape of Lucrece. The 
which would read these would not be easily

'lnn°t see an M.P. being corrupted by reading. I can

see many an M.P. becoming rabbit-like by not reading. 
M.P.s are average people. They tell average stories. “Have 
you heard this one?” M.P.s go to smoking concerts. The 
average M.P. is an average man and holds his end up. 
Those who never tell bawdy yarns are the exception. I 
never heard Nash or Nordmeyer or Fraser tell a hot one, 
but I have seen them explode at a piece of true humour, 
although, to be fair, I am sure they would wince at dirt for 
dirt’s sake. However, M.P.s are not so easily corrupted. I 
tell few yarns myself; I admit I tell a few and laugh at 
many. For every allegedly smutty book in the world in 
which we live boys and men hear a thousand bawdy stories 
and remain uncorrupted. Sex is always the subject of 
humour, in the street, in the barrack room, in the bar­
room. But people do not behave as the stories they tell, 
but as they were brought up. No healthy person is cor­
rupted by nude beauty in photograph or painting unless, as 
with French cards, the work has been produced to corrupt. 
Nudity is not corrupting.

September Morn was prohibited in the U.S.A. and later 
sold five million copies and appeared on walls the world 
over. What nonsense to suggest that September Morn cor­
rupted. “Definition is difficult,” said the Premier. Exactly. 
Obscenity seems to relate more to subjective than objective 
definition. I cannot imagine any M.P. being so susceptible 
as to be corrupted by a book. I wonder what books Mabel 
Howard, m .p ., has asked the General Assembly Library to 
buy for her. I asked for dozens, good books, but books 
alive.

Books of the sort I have mentioned have a place in a 
scholar’s library, but not on the shelves of a bookshop. No 
M.P. would be corrupted by their presence. Booksellers 
get scared when M.P.s start to denounce books. None 
would want to sell a banned book for the profit; there is no 
book which could be sold in N.Z. which could meet the 
costs of prosecution.

The Rt. Hon. Walter Nash says he endorsed licences in 
a way to exclude crime and sex. 999 novels out of 1,000 
are about crime and sex. The atrocious slush is considered 
to be all right, the realist can be suspect. Not that Walter 
would be unfair. Apart from his Forever Amber ban, 
now no longer in existence, 16s. posted, J think I would 
trust Walter not to become hysterical about books. Love 
interrupted by villainy and deceit is the main standby of 
hundreds of writers sex, sex. unreal, escapist dishonest. 
Crime, arson, forgery, murder, blackmail, bank robbery, 
theft, and so on, is the substance of about 60 per cent, of 
imported books. Sir John Allum, Mayor of Auckland, read 
three who-dun-its a week. No one would suggest that a 
quarter of a century of such reading would be likely to 
cause Sir John Allum to murder a political opponent or 
rob a bank. The no sex, no crime ban is impossible. Sex 
is in every sticky love story and crime in every who-dun-it.

There were plenty of paper backs when I was a lad and 
I read them. The first Gorky T read was Twenty-six Men 
and a Girl. 1 picked it out of a sixpenny bin in Auckland 
about 43 years ago. The novel of Paul de Kock in which 
a hero fled from wife to wife pursued by husbands, 1 read 
in the same way. T read the Zola books in sixpennies. 
There were sixpenny books about Charles Peace, eminent 
murderer. T read a sixpenny Sappho, and all the crime 
fiction T could lay hands on. It is (rue we also read the 
magnificent fourpenny paper backs of the R.P.A., the 
books of Tyndal and Spencer and Huxley, and so on. But 

(Concluded on page 225)
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This Believing World
Whatever Methodists were supposed to believe in their 
early days, modern Methodism is always ready now to 
throw overboard, if necessary. A puzzled believer recently 
asked the Methodist Recorder what was meant by the 
“resurrection of the body” and the M .R.’s expert had no 
hesitation in declaring that it did not mean “belief in the 
continued existence of our actual present bodies by some 
sort of biological sequence” . To believe this is “a literalist 
misunderstanding” of the New Testament. It is astonishing 
how often modern Christianity is ready to throw overboard 
so many “literalist” quotations from the Bible. The one it 
hates most is that in which Jesus, in the clearest terms, tells 
you to hate your parents to be his disciple. Jesus never, 
never meant this—what he meant was to love your parents 
though, through some “misunderstanding” , he did not 
actually say so. How very strange!

★

Although all Roman and Anglo-Catholics insist that Jesus 
made marriage absolutely indissoluble, this is, of course, 
not the case, as anybody familiar with the Bible must 
admit. At one time, the Church had the power to prevent 
divorce — but now? As in so many things, even that stout 
Anglo, the Archbishop of Canterbury, is obliged to tell 
his clergy that they can marry divorced people in their 
churches or not as they please. He knows as well as any­
body that marriage in a church is not legal without the 
civil marriage, and that people are beginning to realise that 
marriage in the “sight of God” alone is pure clap-trap. 
Better then for the Church to marry people, divorced or 
not, in church than to lose them in a register office. So the 
canon law had better be dropped.

★

The Church of England is quite disturbed that fewer 
babies are being baptised — though the fact that most 
young mothers haven’t the least idea why they should be 
is not given as one of the reasons. One mother thought, 
for instance, that it was necessary because otherwise the 
baby would not be buried in consecrated ground if it died! 
And Godparents are as ignorant as parents. Whether bap­
tism is a religious ritual taken over from the Zodiac sign 
Aquarius, the “water bearer”, or whether it had to be 
introduced because the early Christians rarely washed and 
it had to be forced upon them, is not really known; but it 
was always a Godsend for the Church. As in the case of 
marriage, it was an additional Christian stranglehold on 
the people. The wily old Church!

★
What is a good Christian mother to do when her wicked 
husband sneers at her belief? This baffling question has had 
to be answered many times in the past, but the “padre” 
who answers religious questions in the Leicester Evening 
News has an unfailing cure. “Go on quietly praying for 
your husband,” he advises, especially as “a father who is 
indifferent or antagonistic to the Christian religion will 
develop an arrogant, selfish nature.” But the intriguing 
thing about this is that practically all the monstrous parents 
who torture and even kill their children, as any officer of 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children will 
admit, are fully believing members of the Christian Faith. 
So are nearly or all the people who torture animals. What 
has Christianity done for them?

★

The Tricentenary of the Resettlement of Jews in England 
has naturally brought in many enthusiastic accounts of 
Judaism — as if Biblical criticism had utterly failed in 
dealing with the Old Testament. As an example, the Rev.
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“conceives itsfflf qegi/n ^ le Observer, tells us that Judaic 
which made A h m L * ^  oriS>nated with the divine cal!
Whether Mr. Abrnf" become the Fathcr of a. natl,°" ' 
say. but there k  n rea%  believes this is difficult
ever lived in s n l  u  scraP of evidence that Abraham
in8 o f a r c h ^ o lS ts ’’ N n  i'm nn  ca,,inS in “lI!e f  Zgiven an atom of nm' eH  arcil&ologist or anybody elseJ1 

of the 12 so!k °f i 31 Abraham or Isaac or Jacob <■ 
They are myths ° ^ac°b were historical personage-

■xr .gfgfldeP’
The truth is that, in boosting Judaism, modern -fliey 
have to leave the Bible severely alone — if they and 
concentrate, as far as possible, on “secular co â 0ut 
“secular” example though they like to talk at . ^ 0cess’ • 
the “role of the Jewish people in the messianic F ^  ffie 
whatever that means, for nothing can be vagu wti° 
State of Israel can be found Jews working side 9 thers 'v*!° 
believe every word in the Old Testament, and o in 
ridicule most of its superstitious nonsense an *je a* 
myth and miracle. Judaism is riddled with unbe i 
much as Christianity.

★  , not'
So at last there is “definite” proof of Virgin Bid ̂  p̂pV 
of course, with the Holy Ghost or an Angel as j¥  
father, but through “skin grafts”, whatever these p̂ur- 

defender of Virgin Births appears to be Dr. He ^  pofl‘ 
way, who is a eugenics lecturer at University ^ olietw  
don, and about 19 women have come with proof ^¡ng ‘n 
are definitely virgin mothers. Whether all this wu yf$" 
the Roman Church with a pronouncement from graft 
can remains to be seen. But we doubt whether a s ^¡v 
will be allowed in this way to compete with 
Ghost or even the Angel Gabriel.

Branch Line
the re-

" S
It is with very great pleasure that we announce 
establishment of the Edinburgh Branch, N.S.S. Due t 
determination of the Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Cron ’ ^  
and new members have been brought together, a ¡¡al. 
Society is once again represented in the Scottish L ^ 
Edinbuigh — once termed the Athens of the N 
becomes an international meeting place during tn vV]jich 
weeks of the famous Festival of Music and D ram ^ ^ s- 
is always inaugurated by a Service of Praise and * ta,b 
giving in St. Giles’ Cathedral. It will be one of ljl. 
of the N.S.S. Branch to demonstrate the folly of t*1 ali­
mony; but throughout the remainder of the year, too* yir 
gion has to be combated in Auld Reekie. We Tcall011 
Cronan and his fellow-members every success and 
unattached Freethinkers in the district to join the »  ̂
Mr. Cronan’s address is 52 Sloan Street, Edinburgh* 

Meanwhile, Nottingham Branch, with its effective j(y. 
of youth and experience, is increasing its area of a 
On Sunday, July 1st, Messrs. R. Morrell and R- P°'Vyeaf5' 
the first Frcethought meeting in Mansfield for mauy ^tlv 
But the Branch does not neglect the social side and r ^  
took part in a Summer outing to Derbyshire ua, 
guidance of the Branch President, Mr. J. W. Oh 
Places visited included Chesterfield, Bakewell, D 
and the Blue John Mines. ■■

------ N EXT WEEK—

2 5 0 0 A . D
By F. A. RIDLEY
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Co T0 CORRESPONDENTS
Printed 0” w /3 may Hke t0 note that when their letters are not 
hill be „/ Un tdley are abbreviated, the material in them may 

’ USe to "This Believing World", or to our spoken
~~------------------------propaganda.
PlUiCEL

?s, a8ainst »r Barrett.—Your arguments are of course valid
- e "" ® old-style Omnipotent God of the Christians, butI ' "0 arrv, — wmnipoient o o a  oi rne
>  Limón,-Unt °1 latcr theistic twists such as the 'hat ‘ . ,tati°n of Powi in ex« ts  f f nr n L * , ? W,'

"argument"
... , — * ,  uwer, in which “God” possesses all the power
, s i 0r Good), but all-the-power-that-exists is not enough 

me ad-the-Evil-that-exists.
1 °ver,

JE, 1Vj1Ll

I!ooli”U;Ur ^tble Handbook amply demonstrates that the
? > .h e
W, g li0x* '̂e aS ^ough it carries its own proof.

Church

Our
>s untrustworthy. It is therefore useless merely to

l.te'r Church T °U Fave detected an error in McCabe’s Popes and 
r c in 823 t f 8e 30), where he seemingly leaves Charlemagne 
reethinkCro » > orrnati°n about the Popes was given in “Facts for 

S. Q p ln °ur issues of February 3rd and March 9th.

CiS a *enri¿^?r -i^eai êrs who are members of a trade union will do_aig uicutucio »->i « wauc vvill vivj
®tholT* **ce they will acquaint us with authentic information o

CoN '"fluences.
' C ; NCE Frazer-—Agnosticism has been dealt with many, many 
("hich °Ur columns. If any agnostic has something new to say 

trtuch doubt) we shall be interested to see it.

Lecture Notices, Etc.
V f 0rd m OUTDOOR
r • e'Vto\t roa<Tway Car Park).— Sunday, 7.30 p.m .: Messrs. Day, 
S ° i (Than£  Sheppard.

t^ston if  , 'vns)-—Sunday, 7.30 p.m .: D. Shipper (Cardiff).
H.tvery Sll™ «* N.S.S. (Castle Street, Kingston-on-Thames).— 

W e ste rn  y’ ® P-m-: Messrs. J. W. Barker and E. M ills.
3*!y, 1 p /aT)ch N.S.S. (Deansgate Blitzed Site).—Every week- 
145 P ip ”’’ Messrs, W oodcock, Sm ith  and F in k el . Sundays, 

pj.,V Messrs. M il l s , W oodcock, S m ith  and F in k el . 
lctseysid <ls> 3 p.m.: Messrs. W oodcock, M ills  and others, 
ti tveok N.S.S. (Pierhead).—Meetings most evenings of

V *0c ,M (often afternoons): Messrs. T hom pso n , Salisbury , 
S h  r - W ,  H enry and others.
,y -vcry c., °n Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).— 

■e'nRh-ir„n n ’ n00n '• L. Ebury and A. Arthur.
' M lvt Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).—Friday, 1 p.m.: 

\yar>d R p ^osley and R. Powe. Sunday, 11 a.m .: R. M orrell

\J r°<n dn °n Branch N.S.S.—Every Sunday at the Marble Arch 
Jjt 1 : Messrs. Arthur, Ebury and others.
V:,rions sp” *]110̂ 1 'Xl^ ^ 1 (Victoria Park).—Every Sunday, 7 p.m.:

W  p, INDOOR
Jy.C,l'iace„ Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
S'vithin” hUnday> July 15th, 11 a m-: Of- W. E. Swinton, “St.

Notes and News
tjUaljV , llr dispute has many aspects on which we
Sie,. . t o  n a c e  i n / l n m e n t  I t  ic n n l i k o l v  n n v u / a v

are
i ^hln, r u to Pass judgment. It is unlikely, anyway, that 
'e seP„i s?'ution is pos 

fSary ar!s.t,s suPPort
r* rel;,.,ac‘1|cvcment of that country of many and power-

$ecui St̂ ut*on is possible. Yet, in one respect at least, 
P’Jtiiai-,.1 ‘lr!st’s support must be on the side of India. The

f^|j . _____ _ _  ___________ j  _______ | ___ ^ _____
^tler^U s forces (and, in particular, of its enlightened 
'tt ioci / r' Nehru) was its decision to build its house upon 

°f secularism. Pakistan, instead, has chosen to

Freethinker Sustentation Fund
To July 1st, 1956: A. Hancock, Ils.; P. G. Bamford, 12s.; Mrs. 
Vallance, 16s.; J. West, 10s.; C. E. Ratcliffe, £1; W. H. Gold­
smith, 10s.; C. Pustan, 10s.; Dr. W. H. Cilliers, 6s.; F. S. A. 
Davies, Ils.; H. T. Derrett, £1; J. T. McDonald, 10s.; F. H. 
Eastman, £1; D. Davies, 4s.; R. F. Derrett, £1; C. Coates, 7s. 10d.; 
D. Harris, 6s.; proceeds of sale of Secular Poems by C. E. Rat­
cliffe, £2 14s. 3d.—Total, £12 8s. Id.

build on the sands (one might say, the quicksands of reli­
gion. This cardinal difference between the two states is 
recognised by the Kashmir Premier, Bakslii Ghulain 
Mohammed. Kashmiris, he said — speaking in Sprinagar 
on June 26th — “had demonstrated their faith in secular 
principles by standing up boldly against aggressive designs 
by Pakistan” . “He was certain,” he continued, “ that they 
would not be swayed by religious appeals.”

★
Many readers will have noticed Mrs. Margaret Knight’s 
telling articles and letters in The New Statesman and 
Nation and The Observer recently. The Sunday Dispatch 
(1/7/56) gave further publicity to the demand for more 
freedom of the air when it reported an interview with Mrs. 
Knight. She has, it states, “been trying to get the BBC to 
allow her to give another broadcast” in order that she may 
“develop her controversial arguments about giving children 
‘scientific humanism’ instead of religion” . “But every time 
she asks the BBC if they will let her discuss it on the air 
they reply politely but firmly, ‘Sorry, there’s nothing we 
can do about it just now.’ ” The Dispatch gave Mrs. 
Knight’s comment as “It’s rather like fighting an eider­
down.” In one way or another, though, the BBC has lately 
been made aware of a gathering feeling that the expression 
of religious criticism and of secular alternatives is a vital 
feature of democratic society.

★

Unfortunately, The Observer has been compelled to 
bring the correspondence on “Atheism and the BBC” to a 
close. It coincided with the controversy caused by the 
“Krushchev” edition, with consequent restriction of space. 
Nevertheless, The Observer upheld the fine liberal tradition 
in British journalism by printing a fair selection of the 
letters it received, and it now intimates that: “We do 
propose to return to this subject some time, either editori­
ally or in some other way.” It hopes, too, that “ there will 
then be opportunity for some further correspondence” . We 
eagerly look forward to this event.

CENSORSHIP
(Concluded from page 223)

we read all the notorious books too. I believe few are cor­
rupted by reading, many by environment.

The real problem of our times is economic. We have 
always known that if boys and girls get as much money to 
spend as mother and father they will want father and 
mother’s freedom. We did not have car fares where hun­
dreds of juveniles have motor-cycles and cars. The result 
of this new economic freedom has been good generally, but 
where the environment is vicious financial freedom has 
exaggerated the vice. Let me again repeat that for every 
sexy book a juvenile reads he or she hears a thousand 
bawdy stores. When boys and girls go wrong they need 
restraint, understanding, engagement in some healthful 
activity. But while the world spends millions on militarism, 
on degrading advice about wounding and killing, why 
should we get excited about sadism in a gangster boy? The 
sadism of a napalm bomb is taken for granted.
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It  has alw ays been a policy with me to read both sides 
of any case and, in particular, anything written by some­
one who, while agreeing with me, also violently disagrees 
with me. Thus it is a pleasure to come across a letter like 
that of Mr. J. Ottaway in these columns (June 15th).

Mr. Ottaway gave up believing “in things supernatural” 
at the advanced age of 16, but was disgusted when he came 
across an atheist pamphlet which “contained this fragrant 
little gibe” — “Jesus Christ died on the cross and parsons 
have been living on it ever since! ” One can well imagine 
how his tender little soul was seared to the quick by this 
“fragrant little gibe” , and we can understand, of course, as 
he has never seen a copy of T he  F r eeth in k er  since, he 
can say, “This seems to be about your level” ; and even 
add that it is enough “ to drive a decent fair-minded atheist 
straight into the arms of God” . How any gibe, fragrant or 
not, could drive an “atheist” who denies that there is a 
God, straight into his arms is not very clear to the par­
ticular atheist writing this, but that is a small matter. 
After all, the naughty low-level hate-loving F r eeth in k er  
has existed 75 years, and not even Mr. Ottaway can 
explain away that astonishing fact. How many weekly 
journals with a special and most unpopular message can 
boast of such a record?

But when it comes to hate — not even the most invete­
rate atheist writing for, or reading this journal, can equal 
the hate which dominates Mr. Ottaway — a hate, indeed, 
enough to drive him right into the arms of a non-existent 
God. That would take some beating.

We neither blame nor hate a God who does not exist. 
But when a God is produced — even by an atheist like Mr. 
Ottaway — who is called the Creator of the world and 
everything in it, who else can be blamed for the “suffering, 
cruelty, and ills of the world” ?

Where have we said that all Christian priests are 
wicked? How does Mr. Ottaway know if he has never read 
this journal? Did he learn at the age of 16 to put up a 
dummy and then blame us for it — or what?

And how noble it is for such an atheist as Mr. Ottaway 
(from the age of 16) to admit that Schweitzer is “a good 
man” . Schweitzer ought to give him a medal.

But the gem of Mr. Ottaway’s “pleading” or rather 
“hate” is in connection with neo-Malthusianism. How dare 
we say that neo-Malthusians have been “vindicated” ? No 
wonder he is almost blind with hate and rage.

The plain answer is that of course they have been vindi­
cated by Christians themselves. From the days of Richard 
Carlile (in 1825), right down to World War 1, our Chris­
tian Churches, magistrates, Members of Parliament, and 
reformers generally have moved heaven and earth to see 
that contraceptive knowledge must be denied to the people 
— not, of course, to the rich, but to the poor. And to see 
that this prohibition was enforced, the whole of the machi­
nery of the law was brought to bear on any person who 
had the temerity to defy it. Any number of obscure persons 
selling contraceptives or giving information were fined or 
imprisoned or both; and one of the culminating points was 
reached when Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Besant were 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and heavily fined 
for publishing the famous Fruits of Philosophy by Dr. 
Charles Knowlton — about as mild a work on the subject 
as could be imagined. Ft was not the fault of the good 
Christian magisl rates and judges who tried them that they 
did not serve their sentence. But no one was safe from 
prison who advocated contraception, and certainly no one

By H. CUTNER

more bfiteriv' C.,.ms.i,an b'bels and lies. Bradiatigli
Malthusianism and ^  Christians for his nj' 1,s liberal views on sex than he was
his atheism.
fectly safe afjPrC/ tlns,tian Welfare Societies, finding it PC 
in and launhino^6 one Put UP by Freethinkers, 
their followers if-/ are- reac*y to show how and to £ 
family nJannmrr Brac(' se “family planning” as they
birth control E venT hi p° much niore decent ‘if?  'sak 
period” though nf° 1C R?man Church allows the
traception “ ’  ̂course« it does not allow “blatant

which made°famih ,TeetJl.inkers more than anybody ^  
have at Iona' l f  Panning respectable, and ¿hrist 
atheists like L  n o 1” ad"lil iL But--naturally 
Malthusian Fmpii ■ i(away (from the age of 16). Our . 
cated. Their r e n i '? kerS have> for him, not been 
godless displeasure31100 Wl ’ 1 ani sure’ survive eV6

And so will T he Freethinker.

Voltaire Celebrations at Genevil
the W o d d Z io n T fn  of (lle arrangements b^j'Yjl
Congress for fh~ J  krectbmkers and the French Nat 
Saturday Aiw t ,Yiita!re celebrations in Geneva. 
Voltaire^ house I8th> 956> 2.30 p.m. Meet at LcsD ^J, 
Director Mr T  i w W the home of the Voltaire InsJ"; 
make definite an-™ erman; sce the collections and hW • 
Sunday, August for t,lc fo,,°wing excursk^
su m m it of the Silevo Gencva (if dear and fine 
Monday. Aueus/ onn Lfanious v,ew point), 
years Voltaire Fernr y"^°,taire> where for
on the frontier °  d as a êuc*a* seigneur, in a fr

f t w K "  Momri™‘1- L a « ,  where V o»J
is also famous for °-r,.llin° a triangular bolt-hole; LaiM,, ramous for visitors such as Gibbon, Shelley. B T

twenty
free Z°n

and Wordsworth. fan'10llS
Wednesday, August 22nd. Chateau of Chillon, 
lakeside stronghold, subject of Byron’s poem. §tacl
Thursday, August 23rd Coppet, the home of Mme 
and a centre for progressive thought. . ,  yn'011

Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, President of the Wop1 ^  M 
of Freethinkers, writes: “Those who wish to j°‘n travc 
above should make hotel arrangements with a cil|l 
agency, such as Cook’s or W.T.A., which have a m uSi) 
on certain hotels. T can recommend for the impecllJL||c^: 
students’ pension, Pension des Délices, rue de  ̂
Geneva, almost next door to Voltaire’s house. The ^  
Beau Séjour has also been recommended. For ta°i’iend3 
wish to stay longer and visit the Alps, I can recoi"1 
modest but excellent little hotel at Finhaut, with f>n 
from the windows of most rooms, good food, but h®. ĵ ul1 
with running h. and c. in the bedrooms: from jyfoflj 
(about 4,000 feet above sea) magnificent views 0 
Blanc arc to be obtained. The hotel is hence calk'd 
Mont Blanc, Finhaut, Valais, Switzerland. HI'■ frCWe hope the visitors will include a num be' ^i- 
Britain; they are assured of an interesting and hapl# (F 
day in friendly and stimulating company, celebra'111- 
memory of one of the greatest of Freethinkers.

- ,  ̂
“I am glad I don’t believe in God. When I look at the
the World and its bitterness I think that no belief can 
ignoble.”—Somerset Maugham (A Writer’s Notebook).



1956
T H E F R E E T H I N K E R 227

w as 
neo- 

is f°r

per-
some
illovr
e a s 1'-
plain
■‘safe
con-

I else 
itia n s

neÇ" 
fini'; 
n  b |S

Vil
ween
¡¡one1

:liee$‘
tit#
itaO;
it#,
otl>e

verity
zone

,ltaifC
saune
jyron

ni°llS

Sine'

n llj 
:rav
t c a"

:li#j
K f
vvim

litte
ban
yion
q #

fnf
hoi'*
,11*

1 r'day, July 13th, 1956

REVIEW

44 Mark Rutheriord”
A Neglected Victorian

w. , By VICTOR E. NEUBURG
Bv*t® Ha,c White (Mark Rutherford), a Critical Study.

, * «V1N Stock. Allen and Unwin. 25s.
VIVID re-creation of rural English Puritanism, 

Iam Hale White__atnon. ‘Mark Rutherford” — is unique
■ntensftv Iaovelists. He is one Victorian writer of power and
a tinie’u,f,V 10- s been fairly consistently overlooked. At L, 6 * * * When internet m *u~ — l---- ------ ......... ■------- •-<-an(| Sc l i t T St *n .^lc n'neteenth century is consider-able, _
ate being 'T I01a,|y evaluations of period and personality 
ft is (0 .^ tem pted, such neglect of his work is puzzling. 
a$ a great r °fletf that this book, which seeks to show him 
fish hjm 1§'lre of 19th century English fiction, will estab- 
ôwlcclt» nUf y ^ s^  .major writer. Dr. Stock has a profound. _____m .w . xv.. .1«

both 1CQge of the Victorian religious scene, and his study is 
T ^ P a th e tic  and profound. . . .

IK,,? [lrst two of his novels, The Autobiography of Mark 
po¿ J ord and Mark Rutherford’s Deliverance, appeared 
‘g humously, edited by the author’s friend, Reuben Shap- 
r«;tnranCf,a” his subsequent four novels were issued m this 
%  fr r', Ia,c White’s authorship was not made public, but 
oak« C5 y discussed in letters to such friends as G. J. Hol>- 
lhes;  ?  good deal of Hale White’s own life appear'ed in 
"Mari 'r? b°oks, but it is probable that the characte 
shS k ^ftherford” was drawn partly from the tragic and 

figure ...........  - -  -,ew- W of William Maccali whom Hale White 
aiin0 ^Cars a t̂er the publication in 1885 of Deliver- 

is tioVe| ar.ecf what is generally considered the greatest of 
t?WotvC(| S!  ̂ l̂e Revolution in Tanner’s Lane. This was 
< aiheriii si),lle years later by Miriam’s Schooling, then 
llshed • ' * * * .  The last novel, Clara Hopgood, was pub- 
l'pn as . It is upon these six novels that his reputa- 
f'Cces ,;UiVartisl rests- The three volumes of occasional 
'r°tt\ Q , ''shed as Pages from a Journal, More Pages 
aut°bi0„ ar>d Last Pages from a Journal, and an
^ a p l u e a l  fragment, quite perfect in its way, repre-

ffale U/mC m fi‘s development.
“'descry, lltc>” writes Dr. Stock, “may well be thought 
11 for Vrje.ni°rc attention than he has received. He deserves

reasons: because of his value as the his- 
:gr>, - a segment of English culture not elsewhere, 

or S() P some degree by George Eliot, so understandings 
Probi ,Vlvidly preserved; because of a dramatisation of the 
Se.^!!'S,of.inc"'al freedom as subtlep.-'s i, .- "'*«* i.ccuum as suuue — and almost, for his 
Ne, VVj.illIlng — as that to be found in the work of Andre 
^ tU sc J  ,wfi°ni in fact he has a startling affinity; and 
1 ar‘tv , 1 'c beauty of his art, in its style and its dramatic 

AN .I, Power.” lheso i,„----%orkk; Vi!ese> however, were the literary by-products of his 
quality of his greatness as a novelist lies in “ the

I t be«>jn shanng of his insight” . Hale White — who did 
H is ijf -r- write until he was 50 — suffered a good deal
S r e  c-• For 30 ....................... -

-SlVc
years he watched liis first wife dying of a 

“•luiian ” . Paralysis — disseminated sclerosis — which 
1;U ]u, y Cr,Ppled and blinded her. It is hardly si■ vu *1 * * —* '-***»-* uiuiuvu nvi. t jo iiuiuy surprising

Niira ro.lc to his son: “As we get older, we find that
.!He(lia,e *s l!le exact synonym for life.” This was an
i ■ inter»L' 1 eality for him, and one which is reflected in 
^'Hteiyfiy °f fhe best of his writing; his life and art were
Pr°Perlv k c?nnccted, and the study of his work most
i.br (, ,cgins with some knowledge of his life.
;l()®raPhv ^evotes fhe first three of his chapters to a 
rKl a f j , one cach to the novels, one to the last writings

Hicg) ‘al conclusion. His book is in a very real sense a 
anu perceptive study, though it does seem that the

“ : l,cal

analogy between White and Gide is overstressed. There is 
an excellent bibliography, which includes a most useful 
section on articles on Hale White which have appeared in 
books and magazines. In the field of literary criticism, the 
last word can never be said, but since Dr. Stock has done 
so much towards a reassessment of “Mark Rutherford” , 
his book will remain one of permanent value.

FOR NEWCOMERS — 10

The Collapse of God
A scholarly defender of the belief in some kind of god 
wrote: “Simply by observing the outer world, primitive 
man was forced to be conscious of a God” (Voysey, 
Theism for all Mankind).

Precisely! But what qualifications has primitive man for 
“observing the outer world” ? Such qualifications come 
with the advance of science and discovery. It is then that 
the intellectual setting undergoes a vital change. It was a 
change completely disruptive of the notion of God.

The voyages of Diaz, Columbus, Da Gama, Magellan 
and others made for great changes in the map of the world, 
and the Biblical notion of a flat earth became impossible. 
Copernicus revived and substantiated the theory of Aris­
tarchus that the earth revolved round the sun. This planet 
was not the darling of creation, Galileo and Newton 
reduced the motions of matter to a problem in physics and 
mathematics. Gradually the chances of divine interference 
were abolished. Newton’s Principia (1687) showed that 
celestial bodies attracted each other with forces directly 
as their masses and inversely as the square of their dis­
tances. The orbit taken by planets was accounted for by 
the sun’s attractive force. Newton’s central force abolished 
the need for Kepler’s genii. And though the nebular hypo­
thesis of Laplace has since failed for the purpose for which 
it was intended, it has been replaced by other equally 
atheistic accounts. With Lyell and others, geological pro­
gress swept away floods and cataclysms and the idea of 
special Creation about 6,000 years ago. Archaeology, 
palaeontology, the discovery of fossils and implements, 
primitive art depicted on the walls of caves — here, also, 
was a rude shock to religious tradition.

Philology showed the natural origin of language; biology 
related man to the rest of the animal world, and the pos­
sible intervention of deity became more and more remote.

Small wonder that in this new mental environment men 
should begin to ask what there was left for God to do. And 
this is noticeable in many subsidiary changes that accom­
panied the advance of knowledge. For example, “ trial by 
ordeal” , with the verdict in the hands of God, died out. 
The sale of indulgences and charms, and other religious 
practices, began to be questioned. Disease was no longer 
to be attributed to the activity of demons or the punish­
ment of God. The doctrine of the Creation, Fall and 
Redemption crumbled when the foundations of special 
creation were removed. If no creation, no fall; no fall, no 
need for atonement. Storms, famines, pestilences, eclipses 
— the reason for cach was to be sought in nature: where 
remedies were required, they were to be worked for, not 
prayed for.

The clinching arguments came from comparative mytho­
logy, destroying the supposedly unique nature of Christian 
revelation, and from anthropology, which, in the hands of 
Tylor, Frazer, Robertson-Smith and others, showed that 
the origin of religious beliefs can be sought in studying 
primitive peoples, past and present. They showed how 
these peoples, surrounded by natural forces which are to 
them mysterious, and experiencing dreams, hallucinations
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and other states of mind, of the causes of which they have 
no adequate knowledge, they proceed to people their world 
with a host of spiritual agencies.

The whole story of the progress of natural knowledge is 
the story of the gradual recission of God from doing every­
thing to doing nothing. G. H. T aylor.

Oriental Oddities
In Indonesia’s new Cabinet Moslem representation is so 
strong that frequently Cabinet meetings are interrupted for 
a joint prayer session, led by the Minister for Religious 
Affairs. Perhaps if they pray very hard they will get an 
exclusively Moslem Parliament.

★

Buddhist leaders are making vigorous demands for total 
prohibition in Ceylon, and the Premier is to direct all 
Singalese diplomatic missions abroad not to serve alcoholic 
liquor at official functions. A dry season is anticipated.

★
An Israeli Arab chieftain, Sheikh Suleiman, interviewed 
recently by a newspaper man, confirmed his friendliness 
for the young state of Israel. Since its inception, he said, 
his wives had increased in number from 20 to 39. He now 
has 79 children (“I don’t know how many boys or girls, 
but I love them all, and thank God my strength is still with 
me”).

Asked to comment on the recent controversy in The 
Freethinker between Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Bennett, he 
said, “Who is Malthus?”

★

Worrying news reaches us from Ceylon, where anti- 
Catholicism seems to be growing. Returning Catholics have 
complained that opposition has become more open and 
that recent legislation has been designed to cut down 
Catholic activities, especially in the field of education. 
(Shame!) No more European sisters are to be permitted to 
take up residence in Ceylon.

But the worst is yet to come. Be brave! The further 
complaint is that in the last election, parties of Buddhist 
monks visited some villages carrying a statue of the Sacred 
Heart in one hand, and a statue of the Buddha in the other. 
The villagers were told that their electoral choice was 
between Christ and Buddha, and that they could show 
allegiance to the latter by voting for Bandaransika’s party 
(which eventually won by an overwhelming majority).

D. Sh ipper .

CORRESPONDENCE
SUSTENTATION FUND
“Freethinker! Here’s towards you in grateful remem­
brance of countless benefits received. Vigorous at birth, 
robust at 75; in the salutation of the East, May your 
shadow never grow less! ” H. T. and R. F. Derrett. 
IURTHDAY GREETINGS
My sincere congratulations on the 75th birthday of T he F ree­
th in k er . We owe a debt of gratitude to those noble men who have 
carried on this ceaseless battle for truth. The more I see of how 
religion can influence people, the more I agree with the Irishman 
who said “Thank God, I’in an atheist.”

Dr. W. H. C illiers  (S. Africa). 
JESUS BELIEVED IN HERMAPHRODITES 
When Jesus said “They shall become one flesh” he was referring to 
the Rabbinic myth amout hermaphrodites as created by Yahweh in 
the beginning of the world. (Gen. 1. 27), according to Dr. David 
Daube, Professor Civil Law, in his book, The New Testament and 
Rabbinic Judaism: Jordan Lectures. London: Athlone Press, 1956.

Writes the reviewer in The Times Literary Supplement (May 
4th, 1956): “Some of the parallels in Part II may strike the reader 
as somewhat odd, such as that the teaching of Jesus on marriage 
(“they shall become one flesh”) contains a mysterious allusion to

Friday, July 13th, 1956

•he belief (found in Philo as well as among ^ ^ f ^ g u e d  ,an'f
the

androgynous ideal “man”. But the case is cogently at10/11, 
supported by eight points; if accepted, it settles a ¡n the
Christ’s teaching on divorce; an androgynous unto 
beginning) cannot well be dissolved.” [je(] Jew1? 1*

I hus one more grotesque superstition in the Xgsolubh11!
debunked. Now fancy the Christians defending the ,* ueI.niaphr0’ 
of their marriages by the Rabbinic myth of Yahwens gMELTERi'' 
dites! G r e g o r y

CHRISTIAN CLAIMS
We are told quite brazenly by Christians that they al„bolish^V
ing at the stake, and abolished slavery, when the reaJ eJ1d thcslo ~~ oetmu, cllIU UUUHMICU blUVCiy, VVUU* - ellStJCPU
natter is that in face of secular opinion they had to ¡̂H so°---   ... I euuuiu x uj^unuu ~ j • -q yv**-

two horrors, and indeed it looks as if these suspension -nten,ions 
c°nlc Jo an end unless the people awaken to the <JeV1 pAln,
of leaders of religious thought and political opinion. 
“FOR TRUE COMMUNITY”____________ „___  -‘for f1“,
I would like to see under the title of T he FREETHINKER, ^ a|eS, 1 
community”. When among rabid Socialists in Sou on the 
always insisted it were folly to try building a new ord“  Id  u* 
old god-belief. A firm scientific foundation is paramo p,ppiA-' 
supply it and build on it.

P O I N T S  F R O M  L E T T E R S
Freethinkers should see that their children are excused ft

taking 
well as K

monarchist and imperialist demonstrations. T- he
human unity will never be impressed upon the min^s ^  ersistc‘ 
cerned unless iVipqp onto m-n rinno ontl vigorous y

part in religious ceremonies and classes in school as jWjcjple ^

persi

in-—E. G. M acfarlane. , , c q b^01'"
cemed unless these definite acts are done and rigoro1
— ■---- 1 -• V ,• IVIAUI'ARCANE. .  c  C.
I trust you will not let the BBC’s treatment of the N. ' ,ssiire’ 
forgotten as a mere miscarriage of justice. Keep up the P 
A. W ade. ^  to
Although only 16, I believe I have matured enough Ê ?:eving111
see the light of Freethought through your fine paper. vet kn°' 
a God is merely an escape from the fact that we do no -
how the universe started.—M ichael Stitcher .

O B I T U A R Y
I saac K urashIbAAL lYUKAStl . .  the

M r. Isaac Kurash, who died on December 18th, 1753, • calise 
of 65 and left his body for medical research into t re ^  Jn';. 
death, cancer, was cremated at Streatham Crematoriu ^  b 
28th. l’he deceased, who was well known in sporting c atbf. , 
been a Freethinker for many years. We convey our sy s(jrvivi|,r 
his widow, who is a member of the N.S.S., and to his 
relatives. Mr. F. A. Ridley delivered an address.

$

retRELIGION. By Marga 
Price 6/-; postage

Tliomas Paine’s masterpjeC

MORALS WITHOUT
Knight.

AGE OF REASON. _____ _ , „ ...
with 40-pages introduction by Chapman Cohc ■ .

Cloth 4/-; Paper 2/6; postage «
THE CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION ( 

JESUS. By W. A. Campbell. With a Preface A  
the Rt. Hon. J. M. Robertson. Price 2/9; postage

EVOLUTION OF THE PAPACY. By F. A. Rid|cy 
A succinct account of its rise to power.

Price l/-; postage'>
DETERMINISM OR FREEWILL. By C h a P ^  

Cohen. Paper only. Price 2/-; postage •
SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER ESSAYS. By G. W

Foote. Price 3/9; postage
LIFT UP YOUR HEADS. An Anthology for FPjfj 

thinkers. An antidote to the BBC’s Morn 
Lament at 7.50 a.m. ,.i

Price: Cloth 5/-; Paper 3/6. postage 4U' 
WHAT IS THE SABBATH DAY? By H. Cutner.

Price 1/3; postage^'
L. DuTHERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS. By C. G.

Cann. Price 6d. ; postage

FRIENDLY informal international house. Plentiful food,' C0£\ib>1' 
Moderate terms.—Chris & Stella Rankin, 43 West Park- 
S.E.9. Tel.: ELT 1761.
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