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The Freethinker
01 .     ^  ^  . T, •Founded 1881 by G. W. Foote Price Fivepence

well as forgili* â mìiedr f 00te as a llterary “craftsman’ as-vivu ----------  ¿_ shown by bisas for his sturdy Freethought cmi NVUile he was 
Presentation of a book of his poems to voow bl hemy.
^0iag “time” for the wholly imaginary c nt donations 
And it was Meredith who sent Foote fT  ote received,
or (his own phrase) “the best of causes • his death. 
Perhaps the last letter Meredith wrote betor 
‘e'h there will be some readers stm will

- still alive who re­
member the splendid article 
en Meredith written by 
Poote at the request of 
Austin Harrison in the Eng- 
lisli Review in 1912. It 
proved how well Foote 
eould write for a  bigger and
different audience tnan he 
had in his -  'v

formidable competition of the Rationalist Press Associa­
tion at the height of its fame.

All this time T he  F r eeth in k er  appeared with a wealth 
of articles by Charles Watts, Francis Neale, Arthur B. 
Moss, J. T. Lloyd, “Abracadbra”, Mimnermus, T. F. 
Palmer, Walter Mann, and, of course, a young rising star 
who was not by any means slowly rising mto rame on his

own account — Chapman
■VIEWS and O P IN IO N S ;

The Freethinker
(Concluded from last week)

----------— By H  C U T N E R

Hoik mc other hand’ MrS- HUmPUst yand whose Robert , .lhing if not a “reverent” R a tio n a l « doxy, appears
. "'ere showed how far she was fro ecuia risn i, Secu-
Z  have gone out of her way to attack sec «W*. and t w  -

-■'b evp. , —.......  was a pity, for she was a gifted lady.
n°. doubt | ew lhe admiration Meredith had for Foote, 
Pdsed S le would have been rather disagreeably sur-

' e3rs. hat'Sb° nl'nue(f the Comic Bible Sketches after some
Pece;.,
Pinch

esca, v ,v was always ready to criticise and tight if 
-..mck , ̂  f°r the cause he loved so well. He never caiec 
Prised , u Mrs' Besant, and so was not altogether sur- 
HixiLVhen that clever lady deserted Freethought for the 
Madam ,°i esoteric Buddhism and Occultism which 
¡nsnii-f. f  Blavatsky graced with the name of Theosophy. 
fC m  uSOmc of his hardest hitting articles, which even 
WhiCK' Phl,sls bad to read. And later came the campaign 
Potic„ i f riaPs did more to bring The Freethinker into 
<W„ han even his Comic Bible Sketches. This was his 
liar k,exP°sure of the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes as a prize 
PinL, Hughcs wrote a book called The Atheist Shoe- 

r 'vbich picti 
Pular" ath 
hesitation in calling

w). o -y  wrote a book called The Atheist Shoe- 
¡“'h “poDl|| ’„Pictured the conversion of a “well-known” 

no ,ar . atheist to Christianity — and which Foote 
t. e storv 5' at,on 'n caHing “A Lie in Five Chapters?” 
W y:is a l°ng one, but it ended in the complete 

1, Cm' '  Mr. Hughes even though he called in his 
pbich n 0.rge Irrcob Holyoake to plead for him — a feat 
,°P and a aPpears to have done to his own satis- 
M .  s0 ?ainst everybody else’s in the Freethought move- 
ifrced to 10.r]0l)gh was Foote’s exposure that Hughes was 
tterWarcu u in bis book, and he never said anything 
4n0thCr af. 1 die Converted Atheist, 

an tcr ban i mous campaign in which Foote displayed a 
CiCnipt . a was against the American Torrey-Alexander 

.'stianitvC<T Vert England to Torrey’s peculiar brand of 
mi. Torrev was. like Hnohes. an unmitigated liar.

nll lbe rp, °bert Blatchford and W. T. Stead joined in to 
I |V|;r cam ciend gentleman booted out of England. He 
r bapi T dPcb- All these things and many others gave 

Hlers imI,INKER plenty of publicity, and brought many 
0 the fold. And this was in spite of the then

Cohen. In particular, the 
help C.C. gave (from 1897) 
to Foote, whose health was 
causing anxiety, was invalu­
able. But, in spite of poor 
health, the veteran Free­
thinker as he was (actually 
before his time) never shone 
to better advantage than in 
his public debate with a 

convert Jew called the Rev. Jacob Warschauer, in which 
that oily gentleman received the trouncing of his life. 
In T h e  F r eeth in k er  for 1911 will be found a verbatim 
report of this debate which Warschauer refused to allow 
to be published in pamphlet form. It was a damning 
exposure. Foote was obliged afterwards to deal with him 
in a “personal” attack, a job which he must have hated, 
but it was necessary with such an opponent.

When Foote died in 1915, lots of his readers thought it 
meant the death of T he  F r eeth in k er  — just as the 
National Reformer did not survive long after Bradlaugh 
died. They reckoned without the capabilities and pertina­
city of Chapman Cohen. We were in the midst of the 
terrible World War I — a war which stunned the British 
people, utterly unprepared for such a devastating holo­
caust. It was difficult indeed to run the paper without 
Foote, let alone during a war of such magnitude; and 
Chapman Cohen has never, in my opinion, received his 
due for the way he kept his readers together, and with 
their help and his own dogged determination, carried T he 
F r eeth in k er  with marvellous success through those ter­
rible years.

He not only kept T he  F r eeth in k er  triumphantly alive 
but he kept the National Secular Society going as well; and 
all the time, with pen and speech, he was hammering away 
at the enemy with some of the most splendid articles, in 
their own way, ever produced by a Freethinker. Actually 
he became an “institution” . He had readers all over the 
world, and many were the encounters in the pages of his 
journal he had with distinguished people like Dr. Lyttle- 
ton, Bernard Shaw, Prof. Eddington, and many others. 
C.C.’s grasp of philosophical problems was remarkable, 
and week by week, in his own tireless way, he did Ins best 
to “instruct” his readers in the fundamentals of freethink- 
ing. He was not infallible any more than Foote, or any of 
us; but he made T he  F reeth in k er  alive, and a journal to 
be reckoned with.

When World War II came he was no longer young and 
the destruction of T he F reeth in k er  office in 1942 was a 
heartbreaking blow. At one go, it almost destroyed the life 
work of two great editors. But once again he rose to the 
occasion. A whole library of rare and irreplaceable Free-



thought works went with the office as well as all the 
various equipment for printing and producing the paper.
It was enough to break anybody’s heart. That T he P ree- 
th in k er  duly appeared, and continued to appear is C.C.’s 
greatest triumph — and in it all he had, like Foote, the 
devotion of his readers, who were always ready to help, 
and did help, with money enough where and when that 
was necessary.

But the fifty years and more of work he put into the 
paper, and his own extensive lecturing and debating were 
bound to extract their toll; and when the inevitable 
occurred he had to lay down his pen, and hope for his 
paper the devotion again of his many readers to the new 
editor.

T he  F r eeth in k er  was now taken over by the Secular 
Society Ltd., which had been founded by Foote in 1898, 
and a new honorary board of G. W. Foote and Co. Ltd. 
was formed, with Mr. W. Griffiths as Managing Director.
The new Editor was Mr. F. A. Ridley, who has a thorough
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knowledge of Roman Catholic history and 
whose scholarly articles have been a regular tea jlon0rar) 
pages. He was succeeded two years ago by a ¿onv 
Editorial Committee, and today, in the hands o q jj. 
mittee, consisting of Mr. F. A. Hornibrook and ¡̂ytan' 
Taylor, T he  F reeth in k er  is still the voice ? n0n- 
Freethought, still the stubborn opponent 0 , p̂ iethoulif 
sense and obscurantism. Indeed, it is the °nly r  ¿laugh 
journal in England carrying on the tradition of 
Foote, and Chapman Cohen. , necessar'

Never has its message been more vital an pt££" 
than in these days. Every reader knows that. reach» 
thinker  has appeared for 75 years. It can easi v ĵef 
century. For there is no other journal in the w0 -tj0n a”“ 
has had such a powerful influence against suPc.lb ver w  
credulity. Its flag has never been lowered. And u q 
be if its readers rally round it as they did un 
Foote and Chapman Cohen. It is, as Meredith 
said, the mouthpiece of “ the best of causes” .

Clerical Quotations
A clerical excuse for not answering Atheism: “It is not the 
business of the Christian teacher to apologise for Chris­
tianity, but to try to tell people what it is. A religion that 
stands on the defensive is one that has ceased to believe in 
its own truth.”—F. R. Barry, Canon of Westminster (The 
Christian Faith, p. 293).
Christian goal is the Other-World: “Christianity is a reli­
gion; God, not Man, is the centre of its interest, and its 
whole conception of life is through and through religious 
and supernatural. It starts out from the primary conviction 
that Man is made for God and Eternity and that therefore 
the purpose and meaning and goal of human life are not to 
be sought within Man himself, but in obedience to the will 
of God.”—F. R. Barry (ibid. p. 299).
Toning down the Apocalypse is a falsification of Jesus- 
Story: “We fail to understand our Lord’s teaching if we 
tone down its ‘apocalyptic’ colouring.”—F. R. Barry (ibid, 
p. 306).
Christian Ethic lags behind times: “An ethic which claims 
to be final in that sense — to prescribe exactly how men 
must behave, irrespective of changing needs and situations
— is out of the running from the word ‘Go’.”—F. R. Barry 
(ibid, p. 311).
Let us destroy the parasitic Christian clericalism and 
credalism: “Two vices that are parasitic upon all religions
— clericalism, the spirit of the Sadducean priests, and 
credalism, the creation of static confessions and compul­
sory theologies. The medieval era was also one of cruel 
oppression and persecution; clericalist and credalist rule 
prevented the free expression of new thought, and without 
freedom of enquiry and of statement truth cannot be dis­
covered.”—P. Dearmer, late Canon of Westminster (The 
Christian Faith, pp. 318-320).
The Church is superstitious, bigoted, oppressive, cruel: 
“During the (first) centuries that followed, the now domi­
nant Church was guilty of superstition, bigotry, oppression, 
cruelty.”—P. Dearmer (ibid, p. 318).
The Catholic God is a Criminal: “There is no optimism, 
except for the rounded selfishness of a criminal, in a world­
view that consigns the vast majority of mankind (99 per 
cent, or more, according to many authorities) to unending 
torture in Hell.” P. Dearmer (ibid, p. 327).
Let us debunk the Christian sin-obsession and the fictional

fro1"
a debased Judaism on.and tlle legend of Hell 03111 ¿yp-
tian world It wJi ’ a?d asceilsm from the pagan
the now powerful VT ^  the sin‘obsession which%clty . . Powerful Church to accept slavery, war, c tffi7 ” ^HUIWI IV UVVV̂ l OIUTWÎ J chÔ
as a judgement and punishment from God. Why 
man not be cruel, since God himself was °rl1 
P. Dearmer (pp. 328, 330). c
*71L,us c{roP ite  Christian Hell, Heaven, and ¿0 , ^  

The Kingdom which the early Church had exp°° to]o?.' 
indeed an ideal state of life upon earth, not an esC‘l\,je > 
of Heaven and Hell’ (Troeltsch). That central 
Jesus, the Kingdom of God, was in fact dropp03, oF 
early, the idea of the Kingdom being replaced b y ^ ^ o j
static, authoritative Church, and its promise by a W .tiofl
rewards and punishments. This led to a concentr 
a personal salvation.”—P. Dearmer (p. 328). hnof̂ A 
The Pope's persecuting Church is directed by 11 
persons: “The condemnation of sex relationship • • ’ 
much of the thought and action of the Chute s0| 
directed by abnormal persons — the frustrated, 
tary, the sub-sexed, the un-sexed, the h°rn°s po-' 
minded, or the sadistic. There is no defence for * , I"1 
horrors of religious persecution after the 11th ceI1 , 329)' 
there is a psychological explanation.”—P. D e a rn ^ j 
Jesus is not the Founder of Christian Church: 
assert with confidence that Jesus ever spoke of the 
in the sense of the Christian community. We have 11  ̂^  
evidence in his recorded sayings that he laid d°'v3 jff 
stitution or rules for an organisation that should a" P. 
his death. We accept, then, the view that our Lord (y 
contemplate the Christian Church as wc know d, 1 ()f li 
cannot assert with confidence that he ever SP f0r Î. 
Church, and that the Gospels give us no warrant  ̂ ]gt‘ 
posing that he laid down a constitution for 
Church. Further, we are bound to assert that he prd° y p  
the imminent advent of the Kingdom of God.”- ' ^ ’ 
lem, d .d . (The Christian Faith, p. 164-169). ¡̂¡5

(Compiled by G regory S.

-N E X T WEF.K-
DEMOCRACY IN CHRISTIANITY

By C. G. L. DU CANN
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Political Catholicism in Germany
By F. A. RIDLEY

At present Germany is beginning to Mjyiing defeat m 
mically and politically, from her oye in“ evident m
the war. Autonomous political activi - as it was after 
the Federal Republic of (Western) Germa > of Ger-
the first World War. Now, as then, tne ^  Europe, is 
"tany, potentially still the most power -  ̂ aspirant to 
tyttg in the gutter waiting for s01*}® nCCUrred the_ even­
l y  it up. The last time this situatio js sti\l in the 
tt>al winner was Hitler. Today the _ _ | ajniants in the 
^ance and there is no lack of hop®”J rtainly the most 
offing. Perhaps the most powerful, precisely, pohtica 
Persistent, is the R.C. Church, or, P s the principal 
Catholicism. Present day Germany is P political arm o agent through which Catholic Action (
the Church') is now engaged. „munist-controlled East-

In contradistinction to the Com nority in the We , 
Homan Catholics are only in a slig operative facto
a? against the Protestant Churches. an actual nra]o-
threaten to convert this large minority "  rthratc; then there 
Wy. First, there is the higher Cathoh persons,
'^thc considerable influx of d,^Pp astern Germany. This 
Political refugees, from Poland and eXpi0ited by th
I  ̂ r  factor is being systematic y classic land 
^Jenauer regime. Germany is Pe* ^ ression in the Holy 
P> cal Catholicism, which ~ {or a thou-
^°man Empire, the First Reich, which d to Napo- 
and years from Charlemagne, who tour m tboh-

S .  who closed ;» ------------- ’’
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vinor̂ os,ecl d- Subsequently we find political Catholi 
i  , essfullvUS • exPresscd in the “Centre Party” , whicl 
<:U ,Urka)t{n! r5Slsf.ed the mighty Bismarck, in the famou: 
CC°ncl Reich n - ' ° na* conPlct) to t*ie last centurv. The

[̂ Pres 
the

fhe Hohenzollern Empire (1871-1918) — 
Cathoii a P0''*'03! fusion of the Protestant north and 

' ,!)ro'csi~- S~u,h w>th, however, the effective dominancer rotesta; r ^ ui r 1111* nuwcvci, «»w v m , v u —  
^iticai in t ^russ*a- in such a Germany, Rome and its 
stiryiy . . s o'ment, the Centre Party, could onlv strive for 
. V U '.^ d lv  for power.
1,1 Havar;..lr< Peicl' ° f Hiller began in the Catholic south. 
?|Vcn todavVf C- most Ga'holic part of Germany, where 
’e thain -- 'fe-sized crucifixes arc a common sight along

o n , 
that

yy

y

main m ^  °,/wu wuwia»  ai^ u ..................0... .. w
the suj. ads- Its Catholic origins had a profound effect 

h'1*! paseio,Seauynt character of Nazism: it is no accident 
P clon 0r' re8'mes, whether in Germany, ftalv or Snain, 
oî 'holi'c penally in the authoritarian atmosphere of the 
^de that ^  's- nevertheless, inadmissible to con-
Totit, fja . ;ational Socialism was itself a Ca'hoh'c move- 
v'Oi w|1ir,lsn.’ represented an acute brand of racial mvsti- 

to a. ’ lr°nically, is more similar to that of the Jews 
S L  V modern political movement, whereas the R.C. 

jl’htan r as 'ts name implies — is notfvng if not cosmo- 
I lv°rce an I ?nY .case, the Nazi legislation on marriage, 
rn8. $jn‘ ( legitimacy, is flatly opposed to Catholic teach- 
eCOgnis . ynen have racial human stud-farms been a 
llPnoriC(i ¿ ;a,holic practice? True, the German Ca'holics 
Pi!* aftairm u er’ Hut solely as a defensive measure, a lesser 
jTurch ()r ple arch-hercsy. Communism. Traditionally the 
"Pe. Rome believes in taking its enemies one at a
I <̂Ul
tj?Ye been t 1" Won bis war, political Catholicism would 
jirbi\ a kaput in Germany. The Hitler regime was totali- 
yont J , | rooked no rival. Today, the Germany of that 
Tv l̂ici«; ar,ful Catholic politician. Dr. Adenauer, sees 

bitty y ni more powerful than at any time since the 
°‘9's War (1618-48). This remarkable come-back

is due both to general and to local causes: first, to the 
anti-Communist reaction with which Catholic Action has 
now identified itself so prominently: and also locally to the 
present alienation of East and West Germany. For the 
present, the Communist East is largely identical with Pro­
testant Prussia, which formed the chief obstacle to Catholic 
supremacy in the time of Bismarck. The immense growth 
of Catholic strength in the West is shown by the present 
Germany of Dr. Adenauer, formerly Lord Mayor of the 
Catholic cathedral city of Cologne, now Federal Chancel­
lor. His own party, the Christian Democratic Union, 
though not exclusively Catholic — like its predecessor, the 
Centre Party — is predominantly so. The pious Adenauer, 
a former centre politician, and incidentally the father of a 
priest, does his best to further the political interests of the 
Church along with his own, in places as far apart as Ham­
burg, and Darmstadt in the south. I was recently told that 
the government is busily engaged in importing Catholic 
refugees from the East into politically doubtful areas with 
a view to swaying the next election in 1957 — which pro­
mises to be both close and decisive — in favour of the 
present authoritarian regime, now busily engaged in under­
mining the democratic constitution.

The German Freethinkers, who were suppressed under 
Hitler, have no illusions as to their future prospects under 
the present crypto-Fascist regime, aided by the machina­
tions of political Catholicism. A by-product of the growing 
Catholic menace was shown in the recent elections, when 
Protestant clergymen actually voted for the traditionally 
anti-religious Social Democratic Party, an event hitherto 
unheard of. Not so well known abroad are the current 
manoeuvres that political Catholicism is carrying on with 
the opposition parties, including Communism! However, 
the German Union, perhaps the most active of the parties 
opnosed to Adenauer’s authoritarian and remilitarisation 
policies, was also founded by a former Centre Party Ger­
man Chancellor, the late Dr. Wirth. F.ven more striking 
was the recent visit of a German women’s delegation from 
the women’s pacifist groups, who seem far more active in 
opposition to the Adenauer regime than their male col­
leagues to the Sov'ot, Union. This visit, which had enor­
mous publicity in Germany and Russia, was led by the 
env'nent German pacifist Prof. Fassbinder, an ardent 
CathoFc whose report on the Russian visit in her paper 
Frau rind Frieden emphasised particularly the present state 
of religion in Russia! As the Vatican itself gratefully 
acknowledged a birthday greeting to the Pope in the same 
issue, one may assume that the Holv Father is now well 
informed on matters pertaining to the Soviet Union, par­
ticularly as Prof. Fassbinder was personally received, if not 
bv “B. and K.”, at least by people onlv a degree less 
exalted. Ts Rome preparing to do a deal with Communism?
I may here add that the German Communists would pro­
bably make no difficulties. From what T was able to 
observe, the only German party in which free'lvnking ideas 
arc still strong is the much maligned Social Democratic 
Party, very unlike its opposite number here, the Labour
Party.Whatever its future, German Catholicism is still at 
present anti-Communist. Over the radio the Ca'lioHc Arch­
bishop of Cologne periodically denounces “Godless Bol­
shevism” . LTndoubtcdlv the irnmedki'e aim of German 
Catholicism is to repel Communism: the ultimate strategy

nn next page)
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This Believing World
One of the questions bothering the Rev. Dr. S. Bailey (who 
is the Study Secretary of the Church of England Moral 
Welfare Council) is, “What is sex?” And in a recent 
number of The Observer he does his best — from a Chris­
tian standpoint — to answer such a baffling mystery. For 
most people, he ponti Really tells us, it means “fear, dis­
gust, embarrassment, salacity” , and so on; but “most 
people” here means Christian people, and it is his own 
Christianity which is responsible for such ignorant mis­
conceptions. Only he does not say so.

★

It is significant, however, that he does not, in this particular 
article, drag in Jesus as the greatest sex expert that ever 
lived. Jesus is not even mentioned. But Dr. Bailey does 
admit that “Christian opinion itself is divided” on the 
question of “family planning by contraception” . At one 
time, all Christians were horrified at the mere mention of 
“contraception” — so it is good to record that the horrid 
Neo-Malthusians who had to bear the brunt of Christian 
attacks — calumny, heavy fines, and imprisonment — have 
at least divided even Christians on the issue. So Francis 
Place, Richard Carlile, Dr. Knowlton, Dr. George Drys- 
dale and Charles Bradlaugh, among others, are now vindi­
cated. They were all Neo-Malthusians and atheists.

Wales has always been the country par excellence for
religious revivals, salvation, divine healing, frantic attacks 
on sin, frenzied conversions, and yelling in strange tongues; 
so we are not surprised that the latest American evange­
lists, Renée Martz, and Dr. Lome F. Fox and his party 
from U.S.A., are holding “church rallies”, and spending 
sizeable sums in advertising their holy wares. Dr. Fox. we 
are told, was once “an incurable invalid”, and look at him 
now — hale and hearty through God Almighty’s ineffable 
grace. And Miss Martz (age 15) is already thrilling 
huge audiences with her “Life Story”, in which she 
details “Hollywood cinema offers” and her “World-wide 
Crusades”. It is all too heavenly for us.

★

But — shades of Sinclair Lewis’ “Elmer Gantry”! — is not
the famous slogan of all American revivalists (kept dark 
by them), “More Cash than Converts”? How long would 
Dr. Fox and party and Miss Martz (age 15) last even in 
Wales if the “necessary” were not forthcoming? The one 
commodity easily and triumphantly filched from the reli­
giously credulous is still what Charles Reade used to call 
“Hard Cash” .

★

Although that gallant Christian, St. Paul, bluntly told 
women in church to shut up, we are pleased to record that 
the Presbyterian Church of England has appointed a 
woman. Miss Annie Gordon, as its first lady minister. Dr. 
Matthews, Dean of St. Paul’s, is also very pleased, for he 
insists that there is “no theological” reason against the 
ordination of women. So overboard goes St. Paul and his 
“theology” on females in church. No doubt whatever Miss 
Gordon will be able to fulminate against Sin and Man’s 
depravity and the Saving Grace of Jesus quite as well as 
any parson; though she is uncertain as yet whether to wear 
a clerical collar. We strongly advise a spot of prayer to 
God Almighty to settle this momentous problem.

God helps those who help themselves is one of those old 
adages always used by fervent believers when things go 
wrong, just as they say “God help you” when things are so 
bad that nobody, not even God, can help you. The latest 
Report on “faith healing” by ten doctors appears to give us

“Godan amended version of the old proverb—y  ^ atufally, 
those who are ill if they go to a doctor first • (ors to 
God is a wonderful help, for he always j ;/VJ//v qu^’
Perf°mi cures; bui ali liealere must firei be ^

nr rm uncIualified people. Apart iron1 i !L, 
“faith cures " nf " aOCitors seeni to ha ......Kttle fwthi!!

S °.f «iff kind, not even

J ------- UUI Ull
fied. God never helps ta““

nod b!

t. gives
But one thing does emerge from this Report.  ̂ gubn111’
conclusions reached by the doctors on nine ca *. —1 1--» « »» *

trivialities, our ten doctors seem to have very h 
“faith cures” of any kind, not even when Per 
Men of God under Divine Guidance.

It g i't 
aseswnuuMons reacnea oy tne doctors on nine ya v i t H^  

ted by Mr. Harry Edwards, the phenomenal b p i ¡ n  a 
who failed so miserably to prove his faith m SP ĵ oliit* 
recent TV discussion. Out of these test cases o .^ l i ­
eu res of incurable diseases, three died while bei 
gated, and one is still gravely ill. Two recove 
from a “slipped disc” , which usually rights cl) r f  
other’s illness was doubtful. And the remaining fail, 
cases were wrongly diagnosed. Still, if the SP ^  ^  
Spiritualists can always fall back on God — an 
fails.

n d i€

POLITICAL CATHOLICISM IN GERMANY
(Concluded jrom page 167)

is still in the background but its final goal was ’““vjiin? 
by that great politician Leo XIII when he told tnc v* ^  
Kaiser that the Catholic Church still prayed for the ]3f 
non of the Holy Roman Empire as the greatest j.̂ . 
power in Europe and as the temporal sword of the ^  
Adenauer does not go as far as that, but he is a11 °. ¡jet' 
and Rome will outlive him! Political Catholicism ^  
many cannot really desire reunion with the Protesta ^  
Communist East: that would spell finis to its ultima 
What it ultimately needs is reunion with the stri3, 
Catholic lands at present outside Germany —’ y  
Alsace-Lorraine, the Saar, Luxemburg, all formerly r ^ 
of the German “Holy” Empire. Their incorporation 
give German Catholicism the actual majority which n ^  
at present. A revived German Catholic Empire, the IP -pi 
power in Europe and its bulwark against the 'vej||tef' 
expansion of Communism — such appears to be the S..^! 
ing prize to the attainment of which German j10 
Catholicism is working so persistently and, so D ' 
unsuccessfully. _ (iH >

Pius XII is a former Nuncio in Germany a n d p  
recognised expert in German affairs. The recent w ^  
Munich of his nephew. Prince Pacelli, may havC 
siderable political significance.

N . S . S .  E X E C U T I V E  M E E T I N G
, i>liIthe, c>W ednesday, M ay 9th .—Present: Mr. F. A. Ridley, in 

Messrs. Barker, Cleaver, Ebury, Gordon, Hornibrook, 1 
Shepherd, Taylor, Tiley, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Venton, theJ? r' cf5'" 
(Mr. Griffiths) and the Secretary. Title for debate at c’'° Ct(, 
was proposed. New members were admitted to Birmingh®' 
tral London, Merseyside, North London, Nottingham and id1' 
Branches. Correspondence and Branch Reports were tie*1the S , »<and it was decided that the President should accompany 1 gcfl
tary to the joint Birmingham-Leicester meeting at Leicest®luijCg, 
Hall on June 10th. Conference arrangements were !"\yeft'5x  
speakers for the outdoor demonstration selected, and 
measures approved.

F A C T  A N D  F I C T I  O N
SECULAR POEMS 
by C. E. Ratcliffe

Price 2/- Post
Proceeds to The Freethinker Sustentation Fund

fr«e



|956
169

ielps
alii'
;StO
uali' 
hese 
thio 
j by

i the 
#  
ealef 
i n 3 
?lute

,one
the

#
fail*
I

itW
tor3'
;11lar
jrch'
m3"

#
ai3’1
lief1
;tri3,
?3l5
oU,J
a#
ai«5
vr
tte(;
J
n3'

jh;
it<°
CO3'

X

A
■Ar
y \

/

F« a y .M a ,25lh, , 95(s
T H E  F R E E T H I N K E R

THE FREETHINKER
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Thb Freethinker will be forwarded direct fro m  0 n e  year,
Office at the following rates (H om e an m onths, 7s.

H 8s. (in U.S./L, $4) ; half-year, 14s.. th Managcr
Orders for literature should be sent to t  e ^ on(jorli W.C.l- °f the Pioneer Press, 41 Gray's Inn Bona,

tytrdT/fnVf. ”!?y like
10 CORRESPONDENTS

or
Of

to note that when their letters are not 
u""‘ iney are abbreviated, the material in them may 

Se to This Believing World”, or to our spoken 
______  propaganda.

Lecture Notices, Etc.
Bi-adf,
j N'ewtojj ^ ar Eark)'— Sunday, 7.30 p .m .: Messrs. D ay,tJSSton fi. “ fHEPPARD.
MaVlry Sur

"Chester ’ 7 KiPk: wiessrs. J. VV. Barker and E. M ills.
3 ,  1 p.m ! p  N.S.S. (Deansgate Blitzed Site).— Every VVeek- 
r ,y"'ANAGH n lj  7 , • Woodcock. Sunday, 7.45 p.m .: Messrs. 

Mc*VakAgh and Mi LS" ^ l a t t  Fields), Sunday, 3 p .m .: Messrs.

!l'e <veek S ; ch N.S.S. (Pierhead).—Meetings most evenings of 
Note Parrye? rJ !^ernoons) : Messrs. T hompson, Salisbury,

OUTDOOR

_ —“ onePPARD,
q1,'"anch N.S.S. (Castle Street, K ingston-on-Thames).- 

st,. n y* ® P-m. : Messrs. J. W. Barker and E. M ills.st<T Brandi- xi „ ~ J

Mi
am p Y> H enry and others. 

Branch N.S.S. (Old Ma(Old M arket Square).— Friday, 1 p.m.:A, 1VI TV» —‘«HOI _ ^
^  Lond°lLEY- Sunday,' I f  a .m .: R. M orrell and R. Pow e. 
-very su ,n Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).— 

London3?» noon: L - Kbory and A. Arthur. 
horn 4 p m d ^ anch N.S.S.—Every Sunday at the M arble Arch

> P 1 :

P*ITl • A T *’•«*«• uvei j  uunua)- at ti
i lessrs. Arthur, Ebury and others. 

INDOOR
®'t|1ical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 

Darwin. May 27th, 11 a.m.: W. E. Swinton, ph .d.,
n and Wallace”.

Beyond Malthus
By REGINALD READERThe pr,

referenn EnilNKER of March 2nd, 1956, contained two 
“The MeS *°. overpopulation: Mr. G. I. Bennett’s article 
brook- Ccessity for Birth Conlrol” ; and Mr. F. A. Horni- 
¡•nd ¡. "}ention of Dr. J. Y. Dent’s opinion in “Anxiety 
by ^  1 reatment” . Overpopulation was also referred to 
•he ql 1 ,Cnry Dale when delivering the Huxley Lecture to 

In e! r n8 Cross Hospital Medical School on March 15th.
•oo u cry case it was concluded that world population is 
d0,- arep f"- —
(lf( _______ ____ __
^hn'opl'u 0llr children’s children, should read The World s 

Dut the American economist. Dr. W. Vogt.
y ls food always taken as the only yardstick for 

•o thc n8 human numbers? Why is attention never drawn 
Which 'ri , r cvi's of overpopulation, with us here and now.

in c ta ?  th
,0boari lpsi n°hce the jerky, impatient gaits, the struggle 
Hg : 1 trains and buses or to alight from them; the run- 
lrritatirxl° one another on traffic crossings: the jostling, 
fexta n- an*1 f......................................

IcTI'ryp £  * v L U U L 1 U U L U  u i a i  W U 1 I U  p u j j u i a u u u

hbt th 0r world food resources, and those who still 
cncrmity of the catastrophe threatening our chil-

Obscry c .even survival for famine problematical? 
i ched li . e Passers-by; the strained eyes, tense jaws, 

Board * . n°tice the jerky, impatient gaits, the struggle 
¡¿iS int0 ,ains and Buses or to alight from them; the run- 

•̂•ation °ne another on traffic crossings; the jostling, 
., !taura ’ and frustration of crowded pavements, shops, 
l'e conn-S’ and places of amusement. Tn a word, observe 
W «  a,,d strain produced by the material, physical 

> k le ru;'y °f reconciling a desire to carry on living with 
t - st‘c linv for one’s fellows. That strain exceeds the 
^ f 0 r o 't °f many individuals. Some omit the considera- 

aers (crime, etc.): some make unsatisfactory com­

promise (medicine-taking, drug-taking, psycho-neurosis); 
increasing numbers of the unstable make no compromise 
at all (psychoses and insanities).

It is useless to point to open fields only twenty miles 
away. The milling throng is where it is, not by choice, but 
by necessity. To displace it would only raise feeding, 
housing, clothing, and a thousand other problems else­
where. Displacement only shifts the burden; it does not 
remove it.

The pious, of course, have a sovereign remedy. “Take 
away science and noise” , they say, “and peace will return 
to the earth” . It will, indeed, but for scores of millions it 
will be the peace of death. To throw humanity back on 
primitive methods of production and distribution is to sign 
the death warrant of three-quarters of the earth’s present 
population. Mechanisation, noise, and an ever-increasing 
fury in the tempo of the bear-garden are inevitable accom­
paniments of swarming.

No; from the comfortable depths of Western European 
armchairs overpopulation is discussed in a delightfully 
academical manner, quite untrammelled by any conscious­
ness of the need for immediate action. Nor is this simply 
human laziness. On the contrary, every effort is made to 
prevent the masses from seeing the problem realistically. 
Why? — Because effective population control is a spiritual 
time bomb, the chain-reaction of which would sweep reli­
gious neurosis from the earth for evermore.

In fact, as a result of effective control:
1. The fundamental compulsion driving humanity to 
compete, envy, and hate would gradually decrease in 
intensity.
2. The present vicious circle of autointoxication (hate- 
thoughts producing poisoning of the bloodstream, the 
poisoned bloodstream provoking fresh hate-thoughts) 
would be broken.
3. The return to mental health of increasing numbers of 
people would increase the sum total of human happiness in 
the world.
4. Enduring satisfactions would be sought — not the 
transient, vicarious, unsatisfying emotional jerks of the 
bear-garden.
5. Given “breathing spaces” , mankind would have a 
chance to think.
6. Its first thought would be: “We are improving matters 
by ignoring one dogma. Is it possible that all dogma can 
be replaced by reason?”
7. And the second thought would he: “We have success­
fully controlled quantity. Why not quality?” The present 
Reign of the Degenerate would be at an end.
8. Increasing satisfactions and happiness would reduce 
neurotic rumination of death (i.e., strengthen resistance to 
the onset of religious neurosis).
9. Non-existent congregations — and even more, non­
existent stipends — would cause the rational religious to 
take their coats off to render service, not services.
10. The relentless progress of outraged Nature’s plan for 
completely destroying Man (local fights, battles, plagues, 
international war, purges, exterriiination camps, floods, 
fires, cancer, polio, heart disease, the atom bomb, the 
hydrogen bomb) would slow up, halt, and then recede.
11. Those at present constrained to avoid starvation by 
childish, useless, cruel, ignoble, or disgusting occupations, 
would find better employment for their hands and brains.

* * *
But all these things are the last reforms desired by the 

leading lights of religious neurosis. Take away human 
unhappmess, and you take away their reason for existence. 
Let us leave them poring over plans to double the size of 
London
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Jehovah’s Witnesses
By JAMES HERVEY JOHNSON

T H E  F R E E T H I N K E R Friday, May 25th'
1956

J ehovah’s  W it n e s s e s  is an American religious sect 
founded by Charles Taze Russell in 1871. Like its bitter 
enemy, the Catholic Church, this sect claims to be the only 
people to follow “God’s or Jehovah’s Word” . The Wit­
nesses claim to be Jehovah’s “chosen people” . They believe 
that all “foreigners” or outsiders will be wiped out at the 
battle of Armageddon, when the forces of Jesus Christ 
leading a host of angels will defeat the forces of Satan, the 
present powerful devil, and that thereafter for 1,000 years 
(the millenium) Christ will rule the earth and the Witnesses 
will live in peace and happiness, after which the world will 
end and the members of the sect will live for ever in heaven 
with their God.

They deny there is a hell. Those who reject their belief 
will simply expire and fail to live with Jesus at his second 
coming or go to Heaven at the end of the millenium. The 
doctrine preached by the Catholics that those who did not 
believe would be roasted in Hell forever did not appeal to 
Russell. He denied that Jesus preached of Hell for 
unbelievers. The Catholics, who gain great control over 
their followers by preaching the fear of Hell, have bitterly 
opposed the Jehovites, and in Catholic Canada have had 
them jailed for conducting missionary work and distribut­
ing pamphlets.

Like the Catholics, the sect claims you must believe 
their doctrines or face extinction. There is no compromise: 
they do not believe other religious groups will be saved.

The Witnesses claim they are “not of this world” . They 
anxiously await the second coming of Christ as prophesied 
in Revelation. Each World War was fondly believed by 
them to be the battle of Armageddon, and the end of rule 
by men. They do not vote, do not bear arms and have 
recently been given exemption from military service by a 
U S. Supreme Court ruling that they can be classified as 
conscientious objectors. This will probably attract many 
thousands to the fold. If the Witnesses sincerely believed 
the Bible to be God’s word, they should seek exemption 
from military service as outlined in Deuteronomy 20 :5 to 
8, instead as outlined by the Government, which is of this 
world. They claim all governments, Capitalist and Commu­
nist, are under the domination of Satan. They do not class 
their religion as such, but use the slogan, “religions are 
rackets” .

They have been persecuted by the Catholics, and by 
patriots who resented their refusal to salute the American 
or other flags. They have been banned in many other 
countries, especially behind the Iron Curtain, and jailed 
for their obstinate determination to refuse to follow govern­
mental laws in conflict with their religious beliefs.

While refusing to vote or bear arms for the United States, 
the Witnesses are energetic in running to the courts to pro­
tect their rights to practise their religion, forgetting that all 
religions are Devil’s organisations. A number of memorable 
decisions made in their favour have been beneficial in 
upholding the right of freedom of religious belief. Even 
Canada has, after court decisions, upheld the right of Wit­
nesses to distribute literature in Catholic-dominated 
Quebec.

The Witnesses are taught to obey the Ten Command­
ments, liquor and tobacco are frowned upon, except that 
wine is permissible because Christ drank wine and was 
called a wine bibber, and Paul recommends drinking “wine 
for your stomach sake” . While formal divorce is opposed, 
they do not object to breaking up a family if other mem­
bers disagree with the beliefs of one member who is a

believer. This is, of course, following Christ s ¡0 jet 
that “ I am come to bring not peace but a sw°^ ' 'hter • ;/ 
father against the son, the mother against the <j* Lhold • 
and a man’s enemies shall be of his own h .-srUpted 
which they literally believe. Many families are oerS vil'° 
because of this philosophy. They support men . t0 rtf"' 
have broken with their family, and point them o 
comers as an example of taking a firm stand. j,e|ievi 

Those who study the strange and fanatical se• ^  and
that it appeals to the under-privileged, the fr»st agaiiri 
those who see little opportunity to gain happing , c s)cy 
the rigours of this life. They are promised “pie in. selling 
if they will only believe and give of their time ^  
Watch Tower pamphlets and literature, which is P 0f it 
in prodigious quantities by their own help, "V tfe"
unpaid, in an eight-storey building in BrooK y > ¡hi; 
York. Observers say that the Witnesses are use ' ¡ntf 
vast publishing enterprise to promote sales which 
the millions of copies. . i piUC’1

The control of the religious group is dictator! ’ ^rs 
like the Catholic Church which they criticise. . , place5: 
are given a cold shoulder and not permitted in m? ’ atf 
The sect is ruled by the President, Nathan H. oend£n 
a board of directors. Voting for the board is d 1 j  for 
upon a contribution of $10, and one vote is a ,-qcensio11 
each $10.00 contributed. There has been little ¡̂itf 
with the Jehovah’s Witnesses hierarchy, generally s^ atiiol|C 
and the Witnesses, like the members of the t)tfH’ 
Church, seem to enjoy having their thinking done
by the head of their sect. This is a lazy man’s way ni 
— not a thinker’s way. They merely coast along. , nW 
what they are told to believe and doing the work ¡o 
higher command. This consists chiefly of making l10 ĵ if 
house canvasses, searching for people who will buy , y 
literature and believe the strange doctrines preac‘' 
them. “ !(l0j

Confusing the Biblical injunction against drinking 
with transfusions, they refuse to allow blood trans t - .«t

pi
.......... .....u.v; 1W4.MOW ivy U..v/*r ^  I
to be given sick or injured Witnesses and a nllIT1 V i# '! 
been reported to have died rather than take the _a  ̂ti1ik;

for this world, it is easy to see why continuation ^  
life is not too eagerly sought for. The sooner the .0\fi 
human rule comes, the better, for then Christ will

physicians who advised the transfusion. Not
«I,:----- u  ;------- 1- --------1- --- -•---- of 110 1 (i!

the etl
.............. .................. .........  vill PJ _

them in the peace and happiness they feel unable to a ^  
by themselves. Other work consists of standing 0 ’flef 
corners selling the magazines printed by the Society- 
have an elaborate system of call backs to bring P^c|jF 
into the fold and make many if they find a person > 
to believe. ¡])iô

There must be a tremendous income from the 111 f; 
of pamphlets printed, mostly on cheap newsprih ’ flf 
apparently bv writers unknown for literary abilHY- ^  
income is added to bv those who make bequests a^e.lVs l( 
death and by contributions to the money box a 
the rear of their churches, which are referred to as 
dom Halls” .

(To he concluded)

You will find as you look round the world that every s
of progress in humane feeling, every improvement in the 
law, every step towards the diminution of war, every step ,0; >
better treatment of coloured races, or every mitigation of F“
every moral progress that there has been in the world, 
consistently opposed bv the organised Churches of the W .misfl

Bertrand
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The International Language
The

By W. AULD

Parc^w iih^ ',';ASINESs of the project Interlingue as com-___ v.~ i" " u'niiv illusory, and— «an the language Esperanto rs w ommend the
. rc&ret that Mr. Cutner has seen hi w  h study
former without, apparently, having maoe a Western
of either. While it may be true that for someEurrm-— — ..„UO VYCSlClU. , __ j  ^  u u t  l‘“E or one of the'•uropeans, with some knowledge of n& j  without study
hatin tongues, Interlingue is easier to defects of

Esperanto, this fact is used to conceal two
fundamental importance in its structure. . die charac-

fn the first place, readability is only l0 write it,
'eristics of a language. One must a*s0, and to think m
!° sPeak it. to understand it when spo * nitely less eas^

and in these respects Interlmgue rornrnnn denntni- "tun Esperanto, which represents the
"«or of facility in all functions. In Ute irnum effi

language, to play its role withrvV»* »* — %

......... . represents l^  second place, the."“or of facility in all functions. In the aXjmum effi-
international language, to play its ro1̂ . d be of use to
'encY, must obviously attract all peoP1“ ’, others, as well 
ŝians, Africans, Eastern Europeans n0 attempt to

‘A10 Western Europeans. Interlmgue former, and de 
daPt itself to the linguistic habits o nroiect the name

, with scrupulous honesty, gave vears) — a name
Occidental” (as it was called untilrecent |iand, while 

^"ch speaks for itself. Esperanto, on tl ° drawn from the 
3 ̂ ord-stock, like that of Interlingr > dye nature of its 
a)or European tongues, by the agg . .¡c Qf Word-build- 

f  ̂ «ahcal structure (i.e., its c^ara irom post and man:
. A  r°m roots, as in English Pos‘m?  ,n English walker, 
J'fpre. etc.; and wide use of affix'- _ for everybody, 

& « .  happiness, etc.), is made easier for
rr0f V  ar,d others.

Pp. 35 Wrenn (The English Language, Methuen,
A , b) writes;

Words ?8UaSe that can, as could Old English, build up new 
most . new ideas from its own elements so that even the 
Wi|| domical terms have the sound and feel of native words, 
and th, e ,'hc strength which comes from unity of impression 
its u.»® 1Advantage of being fully understobd most widely among 
Catcd Except for a relatively small number of highly edu- 
of thnn„eP e’ a Lnguge like modern English, with its vast tracts 
a Latin- 1 which can scarcely be expressed without the aid ot 
f na,„‘s?d vocabulary, must for many hearers lack something

c0m“ ura|ness ana m - , - ; . . .  : .................................r  *'----------u ‘
theIf ‘Hen iti* anc'  clarity in many areas of thought outside the 

, ‘"c rearin'183 a,nc* experiences of life.
a'1(l ”[n. ,®r substitutes “ Esperanto” for “Old English” 
P̂ sagg | r,lngue” for “modern English” in the above 
r|°hty anle W|h apprehend another reason for the supe­
r e  a f|,- s*!en8'h of Esperanto. I liave been careful to 
, Iraip;,111 C lsl'nction between the project Interlingue and 

rClTlarkc(] Esperanto. As the originator of Esperanto 
?°ll8h tn !,°.r a language to be international, it is not 
' uced Sj CaH *t so” . It is possible that Interlingue, if inlro- 
erVc as Ultane°usly into every school in the world, might 
l'iter. n.-°?e tiriti of international vehicle. So, for that 
jl'cnd ¡t ancient Hebrew, though few would reccm- 
! 's Oserl f *'e Purpose! Esperanto is a language because 

*n pvrLSUĈ ' J?y at *east 100,000 people. Esperanto is
of n
. "SUa^V1 is. the principal, or even the only, common 

w?..' ^ t  this very moment some scientists and doctors 
_ heir treatises in the international language, 

imperai,((ar.a *arSC number of Congresses are held at which 
°t on|y the only language spoken — and this includes 

k ’ rai| '^l^ranto-Congresses” , but also congresses of. 
sIkrant( Way, workers, which have merely adopted

CVery UseC; erV Walk of life and has proved its value for 
k Jamii;J0; w,hich language can be put. In some hundreds'in»,. WS it ¡Q ,i,„ __1 _______  — l., ___

Eviriti

as being more suitable for their discussions than 
•ty of national tongues. The above list could

continue ad infinitum, fact could be added to fact to make 
an overwhelming case for Esperanto, but space forbids. 
Until Interlingue has proved itself in practice, it must 
remain a project, one of live or six hundred projects which 
have never succeeded in passing the blueprint stage.

One must realise from the start that language is a social 
phenomenon and serves a social need. Every language in 
the world is adapted to the needs of the social group which 
uses it, and Esperanto is adapted to the requirements of 
those who use it for international communication. Mr. 
Cutner writes that it “can never displace a language like 
English or French, so rich and varied in its literature” . 
Now, this sentence contains two fallacies. There is no 
reason on earth why Esperanto should replace English or 
French, which fulfil the internal needs of the English- and 
French-speaking peoples, while Esperanto is designed to 
fulfil their external needs; there is equally no reason to 
suppose that, in the fulness of time, in a world-wide com­
munity in which the concept of nationality had died out, 
the national tongues might not die, as Latin died, while 
Esperanto continued to function because of the social need 
for it. This is a question which need hardly concern us, 
but it is necessary to clarify the essentially different roles 
of the national and international tongues.

Secondly, the literature of Esperanto is both actually 
and potentially as rich and varied as those of France and 
Britain: actually, because quantity is no indication of 
richness and variety, and the many thousands of works 
published in Esperanto since 1887 are as rich and varied 
as the hundreds of thousands published in any national 
tongue during the same period: and potentially, because 
the language, already as richly expressive as any national 
tongue, will, in the not far distant future, find its Dante 
and its Shakespeare. Already it has writers no less talented 
than those writing in other languages. Any person who 
cares to read the finest work in Esperanto can confirm for 
himself that this is no idle boast.

Mr. Cutner, though sympathetic, is less than fair to 
Esperanto in many respects. He is apparently unaware of 
the enormous strides taken by Esperanto in the last fifteen 
months, i.e., since the General Conference of UNESCO 
passed a resolution recognising the cultural value of 
Esperanto, and accepted the Universal Esperanto Associa­
tion as a consultative body. We certainly do not want a lot 
of “ useless talk” about the language problem by “ UNO or 
similar bodies” , but the talk in this case is proving far 
from useless, and the way for governmental introduction 
of Esperanto into the schools is clearly opened up by it. 
Indeed, the first steps towards this have already been taken 
in some countries, for example, in Slovenia (Jugoslavia).
I am sure that should these plans reach fruition and 
Esperanto be officially introduced into the schools, Mr. 
Cutner will not be the last to applaud, for he is correct in 
saying that the introduction of an international language is 
long overdue, and his diagnosis of the problem to which 
Esperanto is already providing the remedy is penetrating 
and exact.

The Universal Esperanto Association has associations 
and delegates in 80 countries. British readers should turn 
to the British Esperanto Association, 140 Holland Park 
Avenue, London, W.l 1.

“To call ourselves Christian when the whole of life is one con­
tinuous refutation of Christianity in practice, is just the height of 
indecency, and also of moral cowardice at its worst”.—Nietzsche
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The Rising Generation
V — W H E N  W A S  J E S U S  B O R N ?

T here can re but few Freethinkers who have not been 
triumphantly told some time or other that they must 
believe in Cnrist Jesus because they are following Cnristian 
chronology dating from the year of our Lora — 1 A.D. 
That was the year of the birth of Christ. Well, was it?

The truth is tnat — even if an historical Jesus is admitted 
— no one knows when he was born. No one. The various 
authors who have written the (so-called,) Lives of Jesus 
have utterly failed to give us a aate that they can agree to 
among themselves. Vvith very few exceptions, however, 
they uo agree that the year 1 A.D. is qune impossible.

As Jesus was born when Herod was alive (according to 
the Gospels) and as Matthew distinctly says the infants 
who were massacred at the famous Massacre of the Inno- 
cents had to be “from two years old or under” , Jesus must 
have been somewhere near that age at the time. But Herod 
died B.C.4 — so Jesus could not have been born after­
wards, and therefore the date 1 A.D. is completely wrong.

Luke who, in general, contradicts his three comrades — 
the other Gospel writers — plumps for a date when 
Cyrenius was Governor of Syria, which did not occur until 
7 A.D. So if Jesus is really an historical character — which 
is very doubtful — he was born between B.C. 6 and 7 A.D. 
Of course, as Luke so flagrantly contradicts Matthew, 
strenuous efforts have been made to prove that Cyrenius 
had been Governor of Syria at an earlier date—that is, he 
was Governor twice. There is no evidence of this whatever.

Nobody knows either the month when or the day on 
which he was born. Our dear old Christmas Day — the 
25th of December — now given as the date of his birth, 
was quite unknown to the early Church; in fact, it was only 
made the birthday of Jesus in the fourth century. In actual 
fact, December 25th had been kept as a kind of religious 
festival for centuries before the birth of Jesus; it was, as 
Gibbon said, “ the winter solstice when the pagans annually 
celebrated the birth of the sun” . And as Jesus is made to 
say he “was the Light of the World” , what more appro­
priate birthday could have been chosen?

Unfortunately the Gospels clearly indicate that mid­
winter could not have been the right time — so we are left 
quite ignorant when the Saviour of the World was born; 
we do not know the date or the month or the day. H.C.

A Crowded Platform
A m em ber  of the N.S.S. Executive recently received a 
request from the “Assemblies of God Radio Dept.” to 
bring to the platform “fifty witnesses who will tell the 
audience of the blessings they have received through fol­
lowing the teachings of the Secular Society. They must be 
in a position to state the particular sins and vices which 
bound them before they were delivered by accepting the 
teachings of the Society. I will bring fifty witnesses who 
will inform the audience of the vices from which they 
have been delivered by the power of the Gospel of Christ ” 
The writer, describing himself as a Revivaltime Evangelist, 
strangely regarded all this as “a debate” . His conception 
of a debate is radically different from ours.

A fifty-strong chorus of “Hallelujahs” would no more 
prove Christianity true than would fifty contorting Hotten­
tots prove the validity of their gibberish. Would fifty

Friday, May 25th,1956

¿ t h f e i S  10 u1,10 power of Buddhism prove 
and Jove of their r ? n , aSe ^ us extolling the P°*j 
ynkulunkulu? if Ch^°f-eSt- ancestor prove the divinity 
^  fifty people ! l Z hnstT ly can be adequately defend̂  
benefits, every m he? n?i,,.ion ~  raying they have received 
cancel it out" 7  0t ler re,igion on earth can match i tand

t '%  ofd ouT!nem hJ?  advance Secularism by regina tfjj 
their noses counter! = °  stand on the platform and h . 
° /  noses we offer to c,,®21,051 fdty Christian noses. Inst 
bans can use as manv one Sec‘darist head. The Cb 

As for Secularist? ea f S ^  lbey like~inside equal nn j  
murders they did COnfeussing to the horrible thefts J  
not c o m p l /0 u r bf > re t ^  became Secularists, we c j
ranks. And we sL n!f?b,ership is not drawn from 
with which our Evan? ,t lat the fifty reformed eharac
really bad characters nend threatens us weres at all, but merely cheap exhibition

Reflections of a Miner ^
A lthough  I have been a reader of T he  F reetH I ^  ^  
many years, this is the first time I have venturcu ^ c(’$ 
tribution. I dare say I can do justice to the bree 
position more clearly in discussions with friends tn 
trying to explain my views in writing.

Many who profess to be Freethinkers or who join a 
movements seem confused as to what constitu _ j | y  
thought, especially in the political field. Many * fjc|' 
“leftists” profess adherence to the principles of de ii 
yet want to hold on to the status quo. To me, Soc v̂c 
a natural process of evolution. Nations will eventua J jS|i 
to collaborate to see where they can channel their % ¡lir 
ensure that every country gets a fair share. P°sS1 
may come about after another world war or an 
series of smaller ones.

In the great question of Birth Control — too little ^  
too many mouths — the great enemy here is, of coUI 
Church, which has opposed every major reform tna ̂  &
benefit mankind. Yet its Floly Book records the. i iu iu v m u , J iia  i i y j i y  x j u u iv i c t u i u a  . i j)Ul
thousands in holy battles and the murder of untoi 
bers of children.

* , thet^
Murderers are hanged in the belief that we are . $
safeguarding society. Yet do we know sufficient a1b ^  
brain and the glands to tell how these may affect n' ^  
derer? We cannot say what makes men become nlUI 0ri”, 
We cannot even say whether we are completely n ^  
ourselves. Environment, health and education a 
important factors to be taken into consideration.

Many people I have known never read and a r e c° e 
with surface things like football pools and darts. The 
course, may be good fun, so long as they do not |jk' 
more worthwhile pursuits. The great value of a paP (f) 
T he F r eeth in k er  is that it helps men and women
their own thinking. A nthony

FRIENDLY informal international house. Plentiful food, c°^lil'l1' 
Moderate terms.—Chris & Stella Rankin, 43 West Park, 
S.E.9. Tel.: ELT 1761.
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