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A. correspondent recently inquired whether t ^  .
wore Buddhists than C hristians in  thecourse,

were 
is, of__„„„ououa 111 U1C vv'^r,irate figures. impossible to say definitely because a number 

«e not available in either case. But certainly the nun 
of Buddhists rrme* 1— -high as must be very great; some estimates are as 

race. They are,- one-third of the whole human 
Pread over vast lands of Asia, particularly Burma, C y 
ado-China, N epal a n d  libet; -■ma

many' there are now 
eouniril 0 ees in Western 
Where it ’ t0°- In India, 
ism b ,  0r|gmated, Buddh- 
follo\vcKCO,uParatively few 
Will flock ,1 but thousands 
eelebiaL ere this year to 
versary of !c 2,500th anni-
founder the death of their

S a l  2 “ni"?. is on the basis of the Singhalese tradi- 
¡nacCura(fUng' ^24-544 B.C., which is almost certainly

not rejected) from contemporaneous religion: transmigra­
tion, heavens and hells — though even these were incorpo­
rated in the material world of cause and effect, and there 
was no belief in the soul as known in Christianity. Like 
most new and revolutionary philosophies, Buddhism 
appears to have been something of a hybrid: noticeably 
different and possessing promising new potentialities, but

still bearing signs of its
iV IEW S and O P IN IO N S ?

Buddhism
By C O L IN  M cC A L L "

r.T — 1 —' T“T VY1UC11 IS CUIIKJSI CCITclIIliy
migflt wm | 2 Buddha’s true dates are unknown, but they 
tainty ah °e a ccntury later than tradition accepts. Uncer- 
r'aturaj‘ Ŝ ds in Buddhism, as in all religions; super-
uiscem i j °fles have accumulated and it is difficult to 
C°n8lonier • cts behind them. Yet, through the miraculous 
8limpSed a.1'011’ exPert investigators would seem to have 
by hjs c J-he man: the prince, Siddartha, generally known 
Huddle name of Gautama, and later to be called the

Th,

C e m e n t

the enlightened one.

!e Tree
came to him —- according to Buddhist

)r°ss-lCL,1>(. llctcr the sacred Bo tree, where he had remained
‘'Win and contemplative for many hours, despite a ̂ ” " " i iv in j i ia u  v iw/r u u u ta , ci

gained f'|npcs,;' Cross-legged and contemplative he has
down the centuries, immortalised in Buddhist 
a strange fascination for Western, as well as 

the SnkS a fascination that is equalled only by that 
S,tatldino ;.lnÎ - The Bo tree is supposed to have been still1 IKa il. * 1  — — - - —•

Ŝ th
Of m i l  eyes

s a sthe
m the third century B.C., when the famous King 

saCrC(j' shrine alongside it. And there is a Bo tree inXV. * W1V1 v xvf V» *-r—- “
tetnnu1211 garden at Bodh Gaya today, with a magnificent

-j-ve co m m em o ra tin g  th e
With V Secretions to Buddh . ... f , .
the s i , basic core of the moral teaching. The faithful of

Southern ~------------ J — --------------J "  “

enlightenment"
10ns to Buddhism are ironic when contrastedT|le acereti 

c basic
ti Nor(pln(jSĉ 0°f are prepared to adore sacred relics; inthe
.<nsformp t ‘■wwimga ncivt; uccn annuli
ii 0̂uncl(> buddhism assuredly has many devotees, but 
aem -p, r Would probably disown the great majority of

1 ne in fin ---u~i:-------- ^  a  i  i------

teachings have been almost completely

" t>»w

IN
t .Ulan who did not believe in God has been 

the position of a god.
Of

Jts Phi|0^?Sif °f Buddhism is atheistic, even materialistic, 
ause; jt °Phy has no place for a god, and posits no first 

i ct to ti)c ,arts from material existence here and now, sub- 
w Ctl(1s \v'!uW cause and effect, and constantly changing;
h ŝ, ¡n r., Nirvana— extinction, nothingness. In some 
'lnd, m ct> it anticipated scientific thought. On the other 

A Primitive notions were accepted (or, at least,

ancestry.

Consolation
Its pessimism, too, is in­
herited. And though it is 
probably this aspect of 
Buddhism — together with 
its consequences — that has 
most appeal for a Western 
world in decline, I must 

confess that l find it uncongenial. That life is evil, pleasure 
is evil: these are tenets that I cannot hold-—cannot accept 
as valid. Nor am I an exponent of meditation (except 
perhaps for brief periods). Life need not be and, surely, is 
not for all people, miserable — a “vale of tears”. Equally 
surely, however, it has been for many; and millions of 
them have found comfort and consolation in Buddhism.

They could certainly have done very much worse. If ever 
there was a religion of love, that religion is Buddhism. Of 
all the great religions, its moral teaching must be rated the 
highest. Prof. T. Rhys Davids rendered some of them as 
follows:

For never in this world does hatred cease by hatred;
Hatred ceases by love; that is always its nature.

One may conquer a thousand thousand men in battle,
But he who conquers himself alone is the greatest victor.

Let a man make himself what he preaches to others;
The well-subdued may subdue others; one’s self, indeed, 

is hard to tame.

Let him speak the truth, let him not yield to anger;
Let him give when asked, even from the little he has!

And the teachings have largely been followed. Buddhism is 
a religion of peace.

Corruption and Refinement
If, indeed, “religion” be the right term. Originating as a 
philosophy — a way of life—Buddhism became corrupted 
into a religion, with Gautama the subject of idolatry. So it 
remains for millions of people today; but not for all. 
Refining processes have been at work; the mass of super­
fluous accretions has been drained away, and the pure 
essence remains. Pure it is, or as nearly pure as is humanly 
possible. For an increasing number of Europeans it offers, 
perhaps, a refuge from the turbulence of life. For me, it is 
too pure — humane, no doubt, but not human enough. 
Though it obviously has much to recommend it, I cannot 
give it my support.
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Involvement
Nor, I think, can any militant Secularist. Buddhism is a 
philosophy for this world, it is true; but it involves renun­
ciation of this world in the process; renunciation, too, of 
the self, as far as possible. Desires and passions must be 
subdued, overcome — passionlessness is the goal: a state 
of freedom from wants and urges. It may be sound therapy 
for some troubled minds; it cannot cure the world’s ills. 
Whether we like it or not, we are — as Donne so truly said 
— “involved in mankind”.

Review w
By F. A. RIDLEY

“The Myth of the Eternal Return.” By M ircea Eliade. Routledge 
and Kegan Paul.
Originally published in Paris this book by a 
Roumanian author appeared here last year. Reviewers 
seem to have been overawed, as well they might, by the 
author’s obviously immense learning and his copious 
bibliography. The present writer, while frankly admitting 
that he is not a specialist in philosophy, found the book 
impressive largely on account of its obscurity! This may be 
the fault either of the author, his translator, or the limita­
tions of the present reviewer. Eliade is already the author 
of a number of books about that rather vague borderland 
between the occult hinterland of thought, and genuine 
philosophy. In The Myth of the Eternal Return he has 
written a treatise of the kind sometimes described as 
Teutonic; immensely erudite, but, at least to a lay reader 
unused to the refinements of metaphysical reasoning, 
unintelligible to the point of being impressive.

1 think it unfortunate that the learned author should 
have so concealed his subject matter under a mass of meta­
physical speculations and historical illustrations that one 
cannot see the wood for the trees. For the “myth” , or, as 
1 would call it, speculation; of “eternal recurrence” repre­
sents a recurring theme in the history of philosophical 
literature. Without presuming to follow our author into 
the vast labyrinths of Egyptian, Babylonian and Iranian 
cosmogony, the idea of eternal recurrence has a recognisable 
history in the annals of European thought, quite indepen­
dent of theological speculations which take up so large a 
part of our Roumanian author’s book. “ Eternal Recur­
rence” appeared in Europe as a concrete speculation 
among the Eleatic philosophers (5th century B.C.), and was 
bequeathed by them to later schools of Greek philosophy. 
Aristotle, as well as Plato, appears to have toyed with the 
idea of recurrence in his famous statement, “All the arts 
and sciences have been lost and found a great number of 
times” . Later, the Stoics almost raised the concept of the 
Eternal Return to a metaphysical dogma. Marcus Aurelius 
appears to imply it in his celebrated Meditations (c. 180 
A.D.), and there is a story handed down from classical 
antiquity that another Stoic, Posidonius, always ended his 
lectures with the remark that his audiences would see him 
still carrying his little stick to the platform on innumerable 
occasions in the future.

Stoic philosophy, with its concept of the eternal return 
of infinite recurrence in space and time, was brought to an 
abrupt conclusion by the rise of Christianity, which came 
to power in the Roman world during the 4th century. 
Christian eschatology is entirely inconsistent with any 
circular theory of human destiny. In Christian theology the 
human soul passes at death into a final fixed and unalter­
able state, Heaven for the blessed. Hell for the damned. 
Eliade appears to hold that an exception to this was 
actually constituted by a Calabrian abbot of the 12th cen-

medieval hereric appeaurs 10 be in error. What this fa#0® 
have taught was oachim of Flora, actually appears 
divided into ih Ydl J lu,ncin evolution was successive•
described in theolnai s,ecJuentiaJ stages which 
the Father the ? g termin°logy as “The Kingdom ° 
the Ho y G h o s / 'u 8d° m of the Son and the Kingdom y o n °st • However, the last named actually « P j
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sented the final stage in spiritual evolution, so that . 
question could arise of any Eternal Return, by any &t 
n i\m.ment. lbe un'verse and of human history. , ^ 

When the totalitarian censorship of Christianity a 
static dogmas lost its grip on modern Europe, ind/ 0f 

ent philosophical speculations reappeared; the cycl ^ 
recurrence itself recurred once more! In the 18th c f Z  
the Italian philosophical historian Vico played witn 
\u  and in the Present century Spengler’s Decline o] 
^ a p p r o a c h e d  very close to the classic concept*011 al 

all the arts and sciences have been lost and found a k. a. 
number of times” . In Spengler’s magnum opus each ct 1 
Hon repeats the basic experiences of its predecessor^ ((1

7  *̂f
Zarathustra. However, the most consecutive, anu ' oSt 
curious, statement of the Eternal Return came from a 0f 
surprising souce: in 1871 there appeared in Paris one
tU~ ------- - ■' ...........Jnr the V“':..

no

haps the best known modern thinker to adhere
the old Greek idea of an everlasting cycle was Nietz 
Zarathustrn Hiuvpvpr mnct rnncpnifive.

N ie tz ^iOSt

In«the strangest books ever written, Eternity under f 
by Auguste Blanqui. Then serving a prison sentence ^  
part in the famous Paris Commune, he was one ( v̂e|| 
most famous revolutionaries of the 19th century, ‘‘V  to 
known in his day as Marx and Bakunin, Eliade 0 a(jc 
describe this astonishing book, perhaps the most syst i*1 
presentation of the old Greek theory of the eternal °. 
modern literature. .enc-’

In Zarathustra Nietzsche enshrined Eternal ReCl1 j  lit 
in epigrams, but Blanqui’s treatise is systematic ;l 
arguments are worth recapitulating. ,,

“Blanqui” , declares a recent biographer, “ proceed*’̂ ,  
the hypothesis of an infinite universe and of a fimte ^  
ber of component elements which can enter into a,|eSsl> 
number of combinations, each repeating itself °n .y 
throughout infinite space and time. Thus, he t 
F.A.R.] declares, ever since the world has been l*ie tcI1iS 
nature lias been producing daily millions of solar sy ;(|1j 
slavish copies of our own with regard both to mater* ^  
to personnel. Hence it follows that in the course °* |̂l 
nity under the Stars, what I write in a dungeon ■ • • 
write during eternity upon a table, with a pen, with c 
and with other circumstances which are identical • p  

As his biographer aptly comments, “There is 
gress. Everything that we may call progress on our V, 0|i 
is only a repetition of what has already happ0*!, ¡[¡tii? 
billions of other planets, and considering the PoS,, t tb 
of the various combinations, it stands to reason t 1,1 t i 
double of the same person on another planet m*Sll' . ll|(i 
given moment make another possible decision which . ^  
give his career another turn” . As Blanqui says, “ Let ¡p 
forget that what one might have become here, 0l'Sd> 
become somewhere else. In other words [and other w* ^  ,

-F.A.R.] there is a mathematical possibility, nay- fjjjjoi* 
tainty, that on some other planet, either now, a 11 :£
years before, or a billion years hence, somewhere

ni'11
there’

say, a field of Waterloo where Napoleon triumphed,,, 
Paris Commune which Blanqui himself led to victory- ̂ l̂i 

Since Marcus Aurelius appears to have held son*0 |,iii* 
view, one understands why some people fi*10 
depressing!

It must be regarded as a serious omission that Cep­
has missed out of his heavily documented volume jd$

concluded on pa&
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Welsh Pioneers of Freethought
T By DAVID SHIPPER
thouehi^uIRYi ^ 0m a reader for information about Free- 
pronipted H , ' 11 Welsh (The Freethinker, 30/3/56)j \ j  I j  I

___ V—  ‘ ‘' ‘ " ’VvTwelsh Sectionr iea me to spend an afternoon m , ost reward-
o£ the Carditf Reference Library. It Proy 5 \ The Welsh 

to me and may be interesting to o • helpful to 
'slant Librarian, Mr. W. L Harris, wa and j am 

one whose knowledge of Welsh is 
indebted to him for most of the translations. (Glan-y-

An early Welsh Freethinker was JO r.w,nmwl was 
c'ors, 1764(?)-1821, whose book Seren ch 11 . a Cloud” 
Published in 1795. The title means A Mai as pajne.
und the work owes much to the influen neoDle but hated 
Hke Paine, John Jones was loved by tl P ^ i«
hy the clergy, and the Wet«'1 'nr'a pamphli
Sea:

‘n8 to
Assi

the Welsh Methodists replied to him in 
son”\ et entitled Gair yn ei Amser (“A Word in 
Hie

years c.jyjiVas’ve influence of Paine was revealed three 
fully.ci , , ler when the Cardiffians hanged and burned a 
Record \ C e m 8y of the great revolutionary. Cardiff 
'i'ufollm . ted by John Hobson M ?'" '“" ” ■” ,om  

Vlng entry of costs involved:
F n »  December 29th

Hat „H® USE OF TOM PAIN
p , and Oilcase ...............
Glnv» Hft and Cravvet
Shooes and. H° se ................
Blajip^P^nder Wood and Labour

To u kin? the effegi of Tom  pain 
nays serving the publications

1792.

£0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

£2 9 6
"If tu acc°nipanied by the (surely) reasonable request that 
halfT n)agistrates will give an order for the payment of 

The ,above sum it will be very sufficient.—B. Williams . 
1 event was commemorated in song:

In 1792;
font's Rights of Man was then taboo 
Worse hated he than Cain.
His figure they did not disdain 
To dress with much ado; ,
They hanged and burnt poor Tommy Paine 
In 1792.
The Corporation said they fain 
Would pay the bill when due,

came to nearly £2.10.0 — 
they thought one half would do;
1 hey hanged and burnt poor Tom m y Paine

„  In 1792. 
hang(The

■ eaCh \lianStr'an” , incidentally, received two payments of 

Mor’J ^ ,liiaiiisk‘urganm —t>etter known by his Welsh name, Iolo 
.V d i s n ] - , (1747-1826) once played a joke on the Law 

- .WR a notice in his bookshop window at Cow- 
t t the words: "The Rights of Man Sold 

book VV(i P°(£ce officers arrived and asked for copies of 
!ayitt» ’ taen banned, and Iolo gave them each a Bible,
0° U * ^ est book on the Rights of Man! There 

belowt 6r English and Welsh studies of Williams
> § e .

e,!79*
'll MilCb ] /">u b  v, rv ^ u mp i a i u i  agumsi  vjppicssnj l l  )
?ctors attacked the clergy, bishops, attorneys — and

ĉ Uratv_0'v̂  and they reveal a man of independence and

' rhn  g'Uv *''e publication of Thomas Roberts’s Cwyn yn 
^H ichTo (“A Complaint against Oppression”)

---  ---- OJ , ------ , I ~ ~
'h no uncertain terms. An illustration at the start 

shows a supercilious clergyman looking dis-
j  . a Poor old lady and a small boy. Rhyming 

,lr> Jones (Glan-y-Gors) read, in free translation:

Clergyman: “Heaven is not the place for the poor,
Unless he brings a tithe to my door.”

Old Lady: “I see your view of the highest bliss,
Is, make the best of the world that is”.

For English readers, 1 would recommend The Influence 
of the French Revolution on Welsh Life and Literature by 
the Rev. David Davies (Penarth), to which is added a 
bibliography and illustrative extracts of the subject taken 
from Welsh sources by Mr. Bob Owen (Croesor, Llan- 
frothen). This book contains a great deal of fascinating 
information and was published by W. Morgan Evans and 
Son, Carmarthen, in 1926. Two books on E. Williams are: 
The Life and Works of E. Williams (Iolo Morgannwg) by 
A. Emrys-Jones (J. Heywood, Manchester, 1889) and 
Recollections and Anecdotes of E. Williams by Elijah 
Waring (R. Barrett, London, 1850).

In Welsh, the biography, Bwygraffiad “Iolo Morgannwg” 
gan T. D. Thomas, Caerfyrddin: M. Jones, 1857.

The delicious full title of John Jones’s best-known book 
is Seren tan Gwmmwl, Neu Ychydig ar Frenhinoedd, 
Esgobion, Arglwyddi tfee a Llwyodraeth Lloegr yn Gyff- 
redin, Wedi ei Ysgrifennu er Mwyn y Cwmry Uniaith gan 
Glan-y-Gors, Bardd — “A Star under a Cloud, Some 
Observations on Kings, Bishops, Lords, etc., and the 
Government of England, Written for the Monoglot Welsh 
by John Jones, Poet” . (Vaughan Griffiths, London, 1795.) 
Toriadd y Dydd (“The Break of Day”) by the same 
author, was published by W. Baynes, London, 1797.

Welsh Freethought seems to have declined considerably 
in the last century and a half, and I know of no recent 
works to compare with the above. But the spirit of Iolo 
Morgannwg and Glan-y-Gors cannot be completely dead 
and I should welcome the support of Welsh Freethinkers 
in trying to revive it.

“The Churches of Christ”
Somebody has been good enough to send us a beautifully 
printed pamphlet with the above title — exactly why, I 
have not the slightest idea. Many churches, for example, 
are certainly beautiful examples of architecture, and as 
such, are well worth visiting, just as one visits museums. 
As for the 600 Churches which distinguish Christianity, all 
desperately anxious to save your soul for Christ Jesus, all 
disagreeing with each other as to the best methods for 
success in this inspiring work — of what practical use are 
any of them? This pamphlet talks about the “Word of 
God” as if there really were such a tiling. What is it? The 
Bible? Do not all Christians constantly squabble about 
this Word of God — squabble about what it means, and 
what it teaches, to say nothing of its complete opposition 
to history and science?

This particular pamphlet really comes from Texas but 
is “edited” for England by a William Steele of Scotland. 
May we gently ask him how he proposes to get the 600 
Christian Churches to agree with one another? Could he 
rope in even the Roman Church alone?

The truth is that the Churches of Christ have miserably 
failed except for believing Christians. Anybody who reads 
the Word of God without laughing at its primitive non­
sense mav become some kind of a Christian. But who else?

H.C.

“Newton banished God from nature; Darwin banished him from 
life; Freud drove him from the last fastness—the soul”.—

Gerald Heard
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This Believing World
A vicar recently sacked his Mothers’ Union because they 
went on an outing during Lent. We heartily applaud his 
action. Either Jesus is a Man of Sorrows or he is not. And 
if any Mothers’ Union goes out to enjoy itself when the 
mothers should be weeping and wailing, they have only 
themselves to blame. No laughing, no amusement, no 
enjoyment, no good eating — only the most heavenly 
misery should be the rule of Lent. Serves the Mothers’ 
Union right is what we say!

★

Those true Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, appear coyly 
to prefer any other name in some of their voluminous 
literature, for the term does not occur in Permanent 
Governor of All Nations, a pamphlet of which 5,000,000 
copies have been printed. Nor does it blazon out the 
beautiful truth that “Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die” , which heralded the late “Judge” Rutherford’s all- 
conquering appeal to Christendom. That the present 
pamphlet is filled with incredible nonsense will not make 
its pious supplication less attractive to those Christians 
who believe in miracles, devils, and gods; but that money 
can be found to print such hopeless bilge is surely a 
tragedy. Religion has much to answer for.

We arc told in it that one of the Psalms says, “The truth 
of Jehovah endureth for ever”, and that this proves that 
Christ Jesus, “the immortal Son of Jehovah”, is “the one 
exclusively ordained of God to be the permanent governor 
of all peoples and nations”. In actual fact, of course, Jesus 
never governed anything or anybody — but by constantly 
repeating such marvellous truths, the heads of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses manage to extract huge sums of money from 
the piously gullible. Religions, especially the more fan­
tastic ones, can always be depended upon to filch hard 
cash from the faithful.

★

The Mayor of Lambeth is quite angry that his famous 
borough, known all over the world as the Lambeth Walk, 
should be called “pagan” by the Rev. F. E. Poad, who is 
in charge of the Lambeth Mission. The reverend gentle­
man complains that the Christians (or pagans) in Lambeth 
prefer pools to piety, “and the chance to win £75.000 for 
6d. appeals to them far more than the limitless riches of 
God”. Well, in the first place, God hasn’t to bother his 
Divine head figuring out a treble win (or whatever it is 
called) on the pools, as his riches must be “limitless”. He 
has an infinite store of hard cash to draw upon when he 
likes — quite different from the average punter, who has 
to consider, for example, whether to spend his money on a 
packet of fags or on the pools.

The people who (more or less) attend Divine Service at 
Mr. Poad’s Mission are generally old age pensioners, who 
probably find a few hours in church or chapel save them 
coal and gas at home. Here again God has the whip hand 
with his “limitless” riches, for he can burn as much coal or 
gas as he likes — it is all “infinite” with him. However, we 
can leave the battle to Mr. Poad and the Mayor of Lam­
beth— but if Lambeth is really “pagan”, what are our 
Archbishops doing about it?

Twenty elders of the Church of Scotland recently resigned 
as a protest against the sex talks given to young couples 
by the Rev. F. W. McCaskill of Leith. You can buv openly 
the frankest books on sex. even in the land of Rabbie 
Burns, that great apostle of chastity; but you must never 
even hint that such a thing exists in a church, angrily claim

e t h i n k e r Friday, May l lthl
not
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f is
our Christian elders. Perhaps they are world ^
“our Lord” the greatest anti-sex champion the
ever seen? ~ * u t the n°w
Although given a “U” certificate, it is a fact that eS", 
famous film, “Richard III”, is packed with “g°ry uCji to 
which keep both children and adults breathless , 
the disgust of the Rev. B. R. Bax of Hinckley, r̂. 
they must have “a disturbing effect” on children. aae 
Bax will allow children to read any unexpurgate £ a)ty 
in the Bible, like those which insist on the deat of 
for entering a “holy place”, or touching a “holy ° s of 
passages which detail the burning to death of nu nien 
people who “complain”, or the slaughtering ot tj0n
anH F/nmon r\f AAwl;o^ —- -*-1—---- - — ~ ^  ° 'MilOl ua
FkAjpu; wuu compiain , or tne sjaugnierm^ ^  
and women of Midian, or the massacring of a whole ^  ^ 
— all of which and many more similar incidents c 
found in the Holy Word. Are they not also “gory

REVIEW (concluded from P̂ 0f
the clearest and most striking statement of the 
eternal recurrence to be found at any rate in L 
literature. ,

Blanqui, of course, wrote in the age o f . ^ lt rush' 
physics. We now live in the age of Einstein. \Vitno  ̂ ^  
ing in where angels fear to tread — on scientm jg a 
incognita — and venturing to pronounce on so ab js 
theme, it at least seems clear that Eternal Recurr p̂y, 
not, ipso facto, incompatible with a materialist phi 
lt appears to be one of those recurring speculation ^  
periodically reappear, and which it is difficult, 
impossible, to prove or disprove. Perhaps some 
historian, preferably a materialist who understate ^  
philosophical implications of Relativity, will g|Ve , e  
definitive theory of one of the most interesting, 0uld; 
grandiose, of human speculations. Such an analysis : a:
it may be expected, summarily discard the mounta^ ^li m a y  uc cxpecieu, summarily uiscaiu m e m “ ” js pu 
theosophical speculations with which Eliade overloa^^
learned pages. The theory of the closed universe
repeats its traditional patterns is one alternative th e^   ̂
the theistic theory of creation in time. Whether t mof'false, it represents a bona fide atheistic conception o' 
universe, first adumbrated by the historic found^jijt 
atheism, the great philosophers of Ancient Greece, .¡p 
the Eternal Return may never become a proved sCltncCi
fact, this clear-cut alternative to theism and to sjS s  
creation deserves, perhaps, more attention from 3 . ¡pi 
and materialists than it has so far succeeded in obtna ¡|ar 
We should rescue it from the Theosophists and SI1 
mystics.

THE WEATHER COCK
I tell you the tale of the gust and the gale,
I work with the clangorous clock;
I veer to and from with the breeze and the blow:
In fact, I ’m the church weather-cock.
The structure that’s under is straining asunder,
The bleak winds of Truth make it lurch;
Once a rock on the path, now it’s plaster and lm1 
In fact, it’s the Weather-cock Church.

A rthur E. v

F A C T  A N D  F I C T I O N
SECULAR POEMS 
by C. E. R atcliffe

Price 2/- each Post
Proceeds to The Freethinker Sustenation Fund

free
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TO
^ Afonde

CORRESPONDENTS
. r-nUents may like to note that when their Jet tfiem may 

Pmted or when they are abbreviated, the nut spoken
S"U be of use to "This Believing World , or to ou 

propaganda.

Lecture Notices, Etc.
Bradf0r(j (1, OUTDOOR

!iEyr°N an,d'if.LCar Bark).—Sunday, 7.30 p.m.: Messrs. Day,M; aJ>d Sheppard.
day, i I( ran^b N.S.S. (Deansgate Blitzed Site).—Every Week- 
L*VANAoir i • A. Woodcock; Sunday, 7.45 p.m .: Messrs. 

x.Lavanapi, ‘ , M ills. (Platt Fields), Sunday, 3 p.m .: Messrs.
Mers*Wde V nd Mills-

{he week i ? 0*1 (Pierhead). Meetings most evenings of
v, Hogam t> '°Len afternoons) Messrs. T hompson, Salisbury, 
N?'til' 8hamADRY- H enry and others.
VT. i\[ i\T„ lranch N.S.S. (Old M arket Square).— Friday, 1 p.m.: 
‘' “tth Lonr| SLEY- Sunday, 11 a .m .: R. Morrell and R. Powe.
„ Every e . ,°  ,n Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).— 
W«t LonHnda7> noon: L. Ebury and A. Arthur. 

from 4 on Branch N.S.S.—Every Sunday at the M arble Arch 
P rn. Messrs Arthur. Ebury and others.

INDOOR\"h Pin
^■C.l) ^  Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
J°hn fnday, May 13th, 11 a.m.: H. J. Blackham, b.a., 

art Mill (born 1806) — Revaluation in 1956”.

Notes and News
arrLn est addition to the list of Freethought periodicals 
A,ner- at the office recently. It was the first issue of The 
3*Z Can Nationalist- a handsome monthly magazine o 
h b f t . s- Priced 35 cents and published by Rationalist 
6, M:atlons (to be inc.) 2218 St. Louis Avenue St Louis 

which is the address of the newly-formed 
itig I  ‘can Rationalist Federation. We commend the follow­

ups,2 from t^e ^rst ecntorial: , .  .
Sec! let.her our fien d s call themselves Freethinkers or 
taiw‘lr.lsts or Humanists is surely of much less m ip o - 
Th,?., lan whether they are in sympathy with our aims. 
¡ ^  history of the Churches is a vvarnm g aga'nst eiect- 
trL  0llsh barriers because of some quibble about doc- 
Unit ° r, lhe meaning of a label. We are not a sect and 
, f i c the Churches, we wish to stimulate individuals to 
J  , courageously for themselves. There is no hard 
S ^ .lw e  for Rationalists to toe, but there is a common 

the rejection of supernatural authority and aS i d e
”w ‘ V J L U I U U  U 1  j u p t l  l i c i t  141 C4.X U U U 1 U 1 1 1 J  M.AAW M.

ftadewe 8 to s.uhmit to a rational judgment. In this atti- 
H e rditor^i discover un'ty amid diversity. 

eu,‘~ i,°f The American Rationalist is Mr. Arthur B.
e send our best wishes to him and his staff.

p ★
vERsy on Easter observance in the Leicester 

Un P1' afforded a chance which was, as usual, well 
s, Phercl ”y ^ r- C. H. Hammcrsley — who, with Mr. 
q Ce he I " 'Ust Hold the current record for the amount of 
0|C’ H  rIas.^een able to squeeze out of his local editors. 
PPoSiti’ n ccived some excellent support as well as clerical 

‘ ' One parson wrote, “I have decided to answer

his assertions in public in my church on Sunday next” . 
Mr. Hammersley gave him the mot juste: “Why stop at 
that? . . .  If the rev. gentleman has any evidence why does 
he not produce it in these columns instead of preaching to 
the already converted?” Mr. F. E. Papps has also recently 
conducted most ably a controversy on Sunday Schools in 
the Bromsgrove Messenger, and is endeavouring to arrange 
a local debate with an N.S.S. speaker present. In two or 
three northern papers controversy on some freethought 
matter or other is almost continuous.

★

We gratefully announce that Mr. C. E. Ratcliffe is donating 
all the proceeds from the sale of his Fact and Fiction: 
Secular Poems (reviewed in these columns last week by 
Mr. Leslie Hull) to The Freethinker Sustentation Fund, 
due to begin after Whitsun. This is a generous gesture on 
the part of our veteran author, and we hope all readers 
will take full advantage of it — not only for themselves, 
but for their favourite journal.

Mrs Knight’s Debate at Dundee
Mr s . M argaret Knight defended the motion, “The Idea 
of God is Unnecessary” in a debate at the Unitarian 
Church. Dundee, on April 24th, her opponent being the 
Rev. W. B. Taverner. Mrs. Knight claimed that more crime 
was committed by those adhering to religion than by dis­
believers. Her opponent maintained that God put us into 
this world to create good, and God’s own works were good.

Our contributor, E. G. Macfarlane, who was present, 
reports that considerable enthusiasm was aroused in a full 
hall, especially during the public participation period, when 
several members of the audience expressed atheism and 
other unorthodox views which seldom get a public airing 
in this vicinity. Others frankly stated their opposition to 
religious bodies and their rejection of religious propaganda.

“Mrs. Knight” , continues Mr. Macfarlane, “succeeded 
in pinning Mr. Taverner down to an admission that he had 
not given sufficient thought to what he meant by ‘God is 
good’. . . . Mr. Taverner was plainly stumped and had to 
leave his audience with the impression that he had been 
discovered to be perpetrating a fallacy.”

Mr. Macfarlane is prepared—given sufficient help in the 
Dundee area—to form a local Freethought organisation.

NEXT WEEK

75th Birthday Number 
of

THE FREETHINKER
— 12 pages —

GOODWILL GREETINGS FROM 
Eden Phillpotts Professor A. E. Heath
Dr. J. Bronowski Margaret Knight

Prof. J. D. Bernal 
and others

The Special Articles include: —
“HOW I BECAME A HERETIC” 

by the R e v . J. L B r o o m , m .a .

Price 5d. as usual
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Lije on Mars ?
By G. H. TAYLOR

The question as to whether there is life on Mars is of 
interest in that it brings us to consider what are the con­
ditions which make life possible on a planet. What require­
ments must nature fulfil in order that pieces, or 
biographies, of matter, will develop organic structure 
wherewith to display reversible responses to the environ­
ment of such complexity as to warrant a special termino­
logy (e.g. receptivity, reactivity, reproduction)? What we 
know of the planet Mars provides a handy testing ground. 
Speculation received an impetus from the alleged discovery 
of canals on Mars (Schiaparelli, Milan, 1877), but no astro­
nomers would today allow their validity. They are not even 
sure that the marks indicate natural channels (another 
translation of canali), let alone artificial constructions of 
such width as to be observable even with the best telescope 
at fifty million miles.

What are the elementary requirements of life as we know 
it, and how does Mars fulfil these?

Life requires water, which immediately sets a limit to 
the temperatures at which it can exist (i.e. between freez­
ing and boiling points). It also needs oxygen, although cer­
tain bacteria get on all right with nitrogen. This, however, 
is inconceivable in more complex forms, and we come to 
another requirement, plant food. Food provides energy by 
being burned, and so oxygen is necessary: burning is the 
combination of oxygen with other chemical elements.

Water seems indispensable. It is the best solvent, and 
its high chemical stability precludes it from interfering 
seriously with the chemicals it has to carry. It is also an 
agent in assisting chemical changes in the body. These 
changes depend on a fair stability of temperature, again 
provided for by water. It is clear, then, that the tempera­
ture must not be such as to turn water into ice or into 
steam, unless some mechanism were evolved and naturally 
selected to provide a warming up or cooling down appa­
ratus to fit the air for the lungs.

The planet’s heat will be determined by its closeness to 
the sun. Mercury, the nearest, is so hot that zinc would 
melt on its surface. Jupiter, Saturn, Pluto, Neptune and 
Uranus are too cold. On either side of Earth are Venus, 
nearer the sun, and Mars, farther away. The former is 
literally shrouded, or “clouded” , in mystery. Perhaps Mars 
may be our sole possible companion, at least in our par­
ticular corner of the universe.

Temperature on Mars rises to 50 degrees F. in daytime, 
but at night falls to about 100 degrees F. below zero. Is it 
too much to assume that some tiny Martian creatures 
might once have grown the habit of burrowing at night to 
keep warm? Might they have propagated this charac­
teristic? At the level of intelligence the intense cold could 
be artificially combated. What of the novelist who writes 
of future underground cities on Earth? The Earth’s orbit is 
annually taking it three-eighths of an inch farther from its 
star, which is itself becoming colder. Will man, or super­
man, in some far-off generation, lie down to extinction, or 
will he explore the interior of the Earth for warmth?

For temperature Mars might be passed as feasible. Tt 
has also an atmosphere for its oxygen supply. Surface 
markings on Mars are dimmer when viewed obliquely. 
This is because there is more atmosphere to look through, 
iust as there is more peel to cut through if we pass our 
knife through the orange to cut off a thin slice than when 
we cut directly towards the centre.

The natural tendency of any gas, however, is to disperse. 
A planet holds its atmosphere by gravity, and if this is

insufficient the atmosphere will leak away into sP^ffaSier
11" rrl-» f r»»* *U/-v ,— ..__I ii. i  ̂ __I lie 1- — — ----- ~^**w*w ....I  ivua ~ - .ilP l a ­
u g h te r the  gas and th e  h ig h e r th e  te m p e ra tu re  t ^  
**’“ " ■ ■  o f all, w illesw

dissi;
the leakage. Hydrogen, the lightest gas 
quickest, helium next* . “ VAl,
pated? av?h; i ieJ °  k,eep,Jts atmosphere from being ^  
enough for i;fJ  U1 P ,arl1 maintains an atmosphert
discovered that SanCedsi can Mars d°  ^  same? N j j
tion, as d W h  i t  7  SphericaI b°dy behaves, for g <
centre. The size • nr|maSS We£e entire]y concen tra ted  a
to estimafp ¡to anc mass of Mars being known, i t lS .j, 
has two and ag h a if^ 0”31 effect- In this respect the -
Therefore Mars ht t,mes. ll,e 8ravitational pull of 
- ■' ■ . r.s ,las_n°t the same hold on its atniW*will be »as the Earth has. The Martian atmosphere 
dense, more rarified.

Contranly, the big planets — Jupiter, Saturn, 
and Neptune — have a gravitational hold so str,onfr0se'1 
they have actually kept hold of too much; if even by olls 
cannot get away the atmosphere will contain P01̂  .„if 
gases (e.g. marsh gas), which make life impossible, 
the planet had sufficient heat for it. l0s-

The moon, of course, is loo small to have an a ,)()(t 
phere. Any it ever had at birth must have been ol 
duration possibly a few thousand years. j,0ld

It is, further, not enough merely to have and pl­
an atmosphere. There must be the necessary const'
in it.

tha*The origin and history of Mars being the same as * 
its sister-planet. Earth, there is reason to suppose tn* 
Martian atmosphere fulfils this condition. Specks 
Mars are taken for clouds, and an analysis of the si' y  
reflected from Mars indicates the presence of oxyge 
water vapour. ft

Next, are there plants to provide animal food' ^
[latches, perhaps once seas, undergo interesting chaff ^  
colour. It has been supposed that as the polar caps ^  
appear in the Martian summer and become greerl'ns, > 
later brown, and then fade, this may indicate sea-w ^  
theory which was helped by the discovery of I. . if 
ammonia, a universal product of decaying vegetal'1 
the Martian atmosphere (by light analysis). tlifl1

Even assuming life on Mars, we are not to supP0^ ^  
a visitor from Earth could exist there without the 
difficulty. It would presumably tax his respiratory ■*

¡rd
~ J -   VV,.« |y. VUW.IllWl/1̂  * VUF‘ 7 IT l 1̂

to inhale sufficient of the looser atmosphere, w j fi,( 
expenditure of energy competent to carry him a yaL tlif 
ward on the earth’s surface would conceivably * f tl* 
explorer off his feet, owing to the decreased Pu‘* 
planet. A 15-stone man would weigh 6-stone on Ma*A [it 

To conclude, the answer to the question “ Is tbc ^  
on Mars?” is probably in the negative, and for tin* pe­
nding reason. While it is conceivable that, having ^  
appeared, living matter could survive on Mars at I -/jij1 
temperature, it is hardly possible to suppose it c°u \.;jig d 
into being in such conditions — perhaps a thin cove' ^  
hardy primitive vegetation maintaining a precariof* 
hold, but nothing more complex. |1’11

If, however. Mars just falls short of requirenicf^jC 
universe is vast. The galaxy housing our sun also ' ^ir 
100,000 million others, and there are hundreds of j11 |ik‘ 
of galaxies. Room for anything! Like causes g ^ t  $  
effects, and that is all one can say. But to suppose 111 ..¿-r[l 
must of necessity evolve towards homo sapiens wher 
occurs is mere parochial vanity.
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Calvinist Censorship in S. Africa
By “LEONARD MARTIN” (S. A frica)

in the present-One oe the most curious of phenomena Nationa-
%  Union of South Africa, under its t h_speaking, or 
list Government, drawn from only the m:nority of the Afrikaaner section, and representing a
white voters, is the censorship. . .,„t,t of has some

tvery civilised country that can be tn & it is aimed 
Astern of official banning or other. Ge ’ -s one, that 
at one of the great natural urges, even i p or which
Scapes, namely, the pleasures of the

,?L much thanks'. ~ and every man
bven in that great republic of the i  > indeed to view 
himself, you will have to be very smart Roman

a motion picture that in any way c"  l Ĉ ing the better 
Catholic Church, or depicts a mere ™aK ens5rship, too! 

any female! And that without 0®c‘a sorship of films. 
ut what dilferentiates South African . common to 

Photographs, books or pamphlets from m at . .
atost other count*-:»'- - ■’dra-gged in ao — xo uiai me incviiauic uuiuu 
l ^  film nfS '** .^et me give a few illustrations.DBm»'- * a _ * ...............oanned 
deh if a boxing, or any other match will be surely 

the European is knocked out or otherwise 
e anj  -1 a coloured man. Anything publicly depictingw £ tedn byv ftljn , ~ •“ ****• i u u » g  jyuoiivij1

°r other soi-! i f te.assoc'at*nS on eclual terms, at a dance~ u l c r  • --------w o o u v i a u n g  u i i  k t [ u a i  c i i c

Document bmetion, for example, will be tabu.
I'hich in ,| ev.en from the United Nations Organisation, 
A1’ween f ,,, sliShtest manner hint at equal treatment 
7  the Cuof^°Pean and native African will just be stopped 
CCJ%S. s °®s authorities, which, by law, often act as the

¡"Ik, h a ^ d a y s  certain comics, so beloved of the younger 
K)i'r°rs Jeen stopped, as in other lands, because of the 

M°*°hred ,v "'Ionian cruelties of some of the crudely 
he rmi,. P'ciures, all of U.S. origin. Comics often form* i iy j-Q t. --  '-'.u. wugm. v^vuuvo uiiun luuu
an the nia»®, Pabulum today of these children. They 

.At am, J?,0’ bic lurid penny dreadfuls of sixty years
take°-ly

* r-vl Qp,. -- l unu  penny uicuuiuib  ui biAiy yeciib
just he rf tc’ filese had to be read; whereas the comics 

a' dte m0st § ar>ced at, the reading matter being brief and 
■ nd c°i0u|. s dreadful Americanese. Comics showing white 

Salic youngsters nlavino tne'ether? Fetch the xmell-
Thir^nstable:

“liq
fece.

9Ue tC0°,0sUr-bar aspect of censorship, which must be 
jn a°utb Africa, was brought home to me onlysaSelect; T llecu''ar way. From my local free library 1 

pPector df book, written not so long ago, by a retired 
. Lond0n ] w Scotland Yard dealing with the night life 

:, "ig imn ’ tlle last man, one would expect, to write any- 
’uPpene°i1,er 01 mdcuum or inflammatory. There was, as 

,'lisM *. • nothing in it that would be censoredtor •sed p - 11X JL men wuuiu CCH5U1C-U in ciny 
hauutry in Europe or America. The retired inspcc- 

. me v-1S-ed fbat there was nothing at all romantic 
Pointcfi 10Us underworld of London. On the contrary. 

■°0"’ oui e> sQj-jjj jt a]] was There was plenty

¡Cffeed

"»cl,
•Out °ut how

N dNt
?Uri

Uded
•none l . soroid it all was. mere was plenty 
id ;n .-f’ but just nothing of love, however much is
to ;i ’at overworked word. Just the book to recom- 

I fevvy° UnS fellow, it would be thought: not to ban it. 
't i '̂Sed t months after i had had this little book \ was 
itN  becri , 'ead in one of our principal newspapers that 
Co C°ntents • uned- I congratulated myself on now having 

nf°r him 'if my head, from which not even the Chief 
X 5 elfcould remove them.
th H  bo0i5iWby °n earth this innocent, and even possibly 

•t ujj ! had gone on the Tndex, I hit upon the idea 
1=11 possibly be because of the colour problem.

which today is a kind of King Charles’ Head in the land 
of gold, platinum, uranium, diamonds, coal, fruit, maize, 
drought — and the Nationalist Junta; backed up by the 
powerful Dutch Calvinist churches, which rules Parliament.

One of the principles on which the censorship appears 
to work is that nothing must be depicted, printed or said 
that lowers the status of the white man in the estimation of 
the non-whites. Whatever happens, he must not be shown 
to lose face — even if he does in actual fact, as when he is 
beaten in a boxing match or an athletic contest, or “falls” 
for a seductive woman of colour, however light. The last 
is a criminal offence, by the way, by a recent Act.

That would probably be the reason for the banning of 
the New Scotland Yard ex-inspector’s little work.

“If that is the way in which the white man can, and 
does, behave in London” — (or Paris, Berlin, New York, 
Buenos Aires, or any of the large cities of the world) — 
“well, then he is not the paragon of all the virtues we are 
to believe he is” , you can imagine a thinking non-white 
person saying to himself. The idol has feet of clay, after all.

It is, of course, no news to any intelligent man, whatever 
his colour, that these sordid sides of “all-too-human” 
beings are quite common, notably in cities of over a million 
population; but the censorship must see to it that anyone 
who wishes to read about it is prevented, or it might be 
“putting ideas into heads” that are better kept empty or 
stuffed with other ideologies about the god-like quality of 
a white skin.

In fact, any writings about the equality of mankind, 
especially those from Communist sources, which are 
included under “poisonous propaganda” , are strictly kept 
from entering the country, or if already there, are banned. 
A recent draconian law has it that if anyone be found 
merely in possession of such a banned work — much less 
circulating it — he is liable to imprisonment, without the 
option of a fine.

So people owning libraries of their own are fearfully 
turning over their old books to see if one of the many 
books already banned is among them, and if there is. care­
fully dropping it into a street bin on a dark night, or giving 
it the treatment once meted out to martyrs by the Church 
of Love.

If it were not so serious an attack on precious personal 
liberty, what a subject for a Swift! And this in the mid- 
20th century, and all to bolster up an impracticable 
ideology.

CORRESPONDENCE
CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY
In your issue of April 20th Mr. Cutner replies at some length to 
my letter criticising his previous statement in “T his Believing 
W orld” that “Modern Christianity had abolished slavery”. Towards 
the end he makes an admission which stultifies his whole argu­
ment, for he w rites: “ I might have said modern Christian states as 
better representing what I meant.” T he evolution of modern civi­
lisation is not the result of, or because of Christianity, bu t in spite 
of and in opposition to it. It is not Christianity which becomes 
civilised but individual Christians. W hen we speak or write in 
opposition to Christianity, in particular, or religion in general, we 
are attacking the belief in the supernatural. There is no such thing 
as “modern Christianity”. Religious explanations of existence are 
supernatural interpretations of natural causation and belong to the 
story of m an’s past mistakes. Christianity cannot adapt itself — or 
“subm it to the laws of evolution, etc.”, for by such a process it 
only succeeds in destroying itself. Insofar as it survives in modern
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society it is an anachronism, a “primitive survival in modern 
thought”. Mr. Cutner is supplying arguments for his friends, the 
“Reverent Rationalists”, or for our Catholic and Christian oppo­
nents in the parks, who, only the other Sunday, were shouting at 
Mr. A rthur and myself: “Who built the schools?”, “The
libraries?”, “T he hospitals, etc.?” They will now be able to 
shout, “Why, it even says in your own paper that Christianity 
abolished slavery”. If it is possible for evil to evolve into good, for 
untruth into truth, why trouble to fight Christianity at all? It is 
because it is a social evil that most Freethinkers have spent a life­
time in fighting it.

It seems to me rather foolish to be asked to give a list of 
Christians in modern states who are today writing books and 
pamphlets in favour of the réintroduction of slavery, since in all 
such states the system has been found to be economically unprofit­
able for the last hundred years. T he argument that Christians, as 
well as non-Christians, fought and wrote for its abolition, seeing 
that the overwhelming majority of people were and are nominal 
Christians, is equally weak. T he valid tests are these : W hat was 
the record of the Christian Churches (not individuals)? W hat does 
the Bible teach ?—-for, as Archdeacon Paley said, “There is no 
passage in the Old or New Testam ent by which slavery is con­
demned or prohibited.” There are plenty supporting it. Father 
Pluddlestone may be morally right, but Eric Luow is following 
the divine teaching and that is Christianity.

M r. Cutner asks, “Do Christians follow the clear and explicit 
command of Jesus to hate their parents, etc.?” Yes, I am afraid 
they do, for the whole monastic system, with all its attendant evils, 
is based on this command and the further teaching of this nature- 
hating fanatic, that we should “become eunuchs for the Kingdom 
of Heaven’s sake”. How can evolution or society civilise such 
teaching 1 It can only supersede it, and when all this is taken away, 
it is Christianity no longer.

I hope Mr. Cutner will now let the matter drop, for I hate to 
see my old friend appearing in such a strange rôle, supplying the 
enemy with ammunition to fire against us. L. Ebury.
THE LATE T. COLYER
May I add my tribute to the late Mr. T . Colyer, an old colleague 
and valued friend for half a century. A fine comrade, who “fought 
the good fight” in the Best of Causes, he was also, I believe, 
founder of the London Co-operative Members’ Organisation.

C. E. Ratcliffe.
A REPLY TO CRITICS

It is temerarious, perhaps, to controvert such cogent arguers as 
your “rationalist” correspondents, but may I venture a further 
word?

God  I should define as whatever spiritual reality may underlie 
the visible universe; and Religion as a m an’s actual and innermost 
(perhaps not fully formulated) attitude to the mystery of being.

T he rationalist asserts there is no such spiritual reality. T hat is 
his “religion” ; and he stops there. Well and good.

Freethinkers such as myself say that there may be such a 
spiritual reality. They do not dogmatically rule it out of the realm 
of possibility, but keep their eyes and ears open for possible hints 
of it — in a deed of heroism, the Moonlight Sonata, or elsewhere, 
why not? I t enriches life. Rex Clements.

ESPERANTO
Mr. H. C utner’s article on “A New International Language” is 

interesting. I t caused me to think that “Freewheel-thinker” would 
be a better name for him. As an argument against Esperanto, 
apparently, he says “. . .  it has always been the individual who has 
taken it up, and never the governments of the world”. Apply that 
argument to freethought and the non sequitur is obvious, is it not?

In  Strasbourg I took part recently in a free debate on the 
Council of Europe and European unity in  Esperanto. Ten 
nationalities took part and not one of us had a prepared speech. 
I could not help smiling when I compared our debate with what 
we had witnessed in the Assembly of the Council of Europe, the 
latter being a farce by comparison!

May I point out to Mr. Cutner that it is clearly stated in our 
propaganda for Esperanto that the language “is intended not to 
replace the national tongues but, acting as a second language for 
people of all nations, to facilitate both written and spoken com­
munications between them ” .

I wonder what he intends when he declares that Esperanto can 
never “displace a language like English or French, so rich and 
varied in its literature”. This, I think, displays (forgivable, of 
course) ignorance of Esperanto, which has a large and growing 
original literature, and one school of Scottish poets prefers to use 
Esperanto because of its greater flexibility and ability to express 
the finest shades of thought.

I am opposed to compulsion in regard to the teaching of 
Esperanto. Already it is taught in twenty or more British schools

Friday, May 11 tli 1 #

büf "number11:d T o n ^ f .  ,eqUireS n0t “a

the cla^s^o^^nterhnj^e.—Ed ]"d*Cate h°W M  th'S ^

FromNJ S: PR° VOCATECRS . |
learned that"the1'nol’*n my local newspaper some months â n. 
victions against yF 1Ce emPl°y agents provocateurs to secu . 
of Peter WfldeW m̂ Seî uals- Now’ f"™  T he Freethinker1̂ .  
stables will pldavb th° d Sf book (27/ 4 / 56), I learn th a t  zealous^ 
Now, the authnnV af°rementioned highly dubious role Jn P. Qti 
the one Land th“ ,eL Cnatnfin0t hide the contradictions in al of hom osexualité pontlficate against the “hideous moral IP 
Pose as "perverts’ in" ‘L  ° thf  hand * e y  use their o f f i^  

“Whoscf touches Ditehder *° fac,ll,tate the r°PinS «J, ?WouÎd <|,i 
authorities exnnc *PitCr must needs become defiled. 
involving “!ncdc,tlaMdlnary’ decent younS men” to ten#* ,!
Would they allow their m“™' harm” witbout any creatures” if their officers to simulate flirtations with j J
"pervert” was - 'L o rT  * thought that the mere presence 0,,, moral contamination”? When, oh, when, arL /I.nnl W.„(.

sound sense on this matter from
s. W.going to have some 

quarters?

FREETHOUGHT JOURNALS . apef*5
Now in the O.A.P. class, I have had to cut off a* P ,ind j . 
magazines except my evening paper, the Truth Seene ^  p‘- 
Freethinker, which would be the last to be cut off. I „ iOntlirl
of all. P eter T . L ickie tu

BRANCH LINE
DAGENHAM

Members and friends of the Dagenham Branch (N.S
If)

J f i .
Hotel, Barking, with a dinner, social and dance. The to 0pos 
evening, J 'T h e  N.S.S. and the Dagenham Branch”, ¡j i

S.)‘' “ ■“ mwa anu 111C11US U1 U1C 11 AJiailGii
their first year of activity on Saturday, April 2181^1 of ^

y Mr. P. V, Morris, who congratulated the year-old B „eri. 
its initial successes. T he Branch Secretary, M r. G. W. W* 
responding, said that the local press had forecast the earn f ■ 
of the Branch. In point of fact, the Branch had become tn5 „ P 
nised vehicle of Freethought in the locality, and an invit*. ^  
icon received from the Dagenham Tow n Forum for Branc if 
bers to take part in the discussion on “Religion and Re;is° 
Modern Age .

E T 'N A T I O N A L  S E C U L A R  S O C I  
A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  
LIVERPOOL . WHITSUN 1956

RECEPTION AND SOCIAL 
The N.S.S. Executive Committee 
cordially invites delegates and friends

to the above, at the ,
STORK HOTEL, 1 Queen Square, LiVERP°° ' 

at 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 19th

THE CONFERENCE
will be held at the

STORK HOTEL on Sunday, May 201« 
at 10.30 — 12.30; 2.30 — 4.30. Lunch at I P«1-

OUTDOOR DEMONSTRATION
Sunday Evening, 7 p.m. Liverpool PierW1 

(If wet, in the Cooper’s Hall, 12 Shaw Street)

WHIT MONDAY
Outing to Olterspool Park at 11 a.m.

JAP

W A NTED  — Books by G. W. Foote, Saladin and simi>ar’ 
No. 6, 41 G ray’s Inn  Road, London, W .C .l.

FR IEN D LY  informal international house. Plentiful food, 
Moderate terms.—Chris & Stella Rankin, 43 West Park» 
S.E.9. T el.: E L T  1761.
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