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DECADE ago, the greater part of wh heei { Hitler Hitler, still fresh, we presume, in everyone’s memory,
Christendom”, lay prostrate under tn one may take lasted from Hitler’s accession to power in 1933 to the
his New Order~ Whatever peironal v»ew his voca- debacle of the Nazi Empire in 1945. Hitler was a
« that fantastic individual, a Messiah who n that was “ Charlemagne ” who left no successors, fortunately!
I'n’ if ever there was one, there was ac e could, m . .
l y L ')
new” about the self-styled New Ora s «h rabbis  '/hom did the Three Reichs Represent?
ad-apply, to, this political regime what the Every political institution represents, ultimately, the
) @Tob%%vﬁ Eh% self-styled expression of political and
ey Jestament . i economic interests behind
B in it isnt What I8 -VIEWS and OPINIONS- the visible facade of

*agtistrue in it istrﬁl‘{ehev"\i/nd
~Neept fci]r the addition o%
qre technical S

ur fruits of a POy

H4C Rotthe-d itler despotism

Jat e er very much
foner ler despotisms.
adoui> cOrruPts, and
ﬁ%{iﬂﬁed W r corruPts absolutely.” All unchecked and

despotisms qualify sooner or later for the

enghis KhC*'St ~ erzens definition of the Modern State:

m lan plus the electric telegraph.
K
T Je Third Reich to the Holy Roman Empire

ai fte self-same forces which put Hitler in power,
Brll essayed to make a new “ Roman Empire ” out
k~iTenvnirfor the ultimate benefit of the German
, s are back again in the saddle; the Industrial
Srai 0 Die Ruhr and the .former “ goose-stepping ”
ltagger, °f the “ S.S.”; if this statement appears to be
iodine' r we recommend to the sceptics a course of
eadl® Die current Press—of all shades of opinion—in
I>w Cent *an(fs t° the Reich. Here, situated securely,
J the sealll3®INI6 behind the protéeting bulwark afforded
lucent"e tend to ignore what currently transpires on
continent of Europe until, as after Dunkirk in

Coill "I( Positively forces itself upon our attention.
rearmament ”, actual or prospective, is, to-day,
Principal theme of discussion on the continent of
. h°r Adenauer’s recent decisive victory in the
htcr?j  e'ections actually implies that the men who
(pee a,natect. the Jews and sought to conquer the globe are,
iiiHe RIL" 'n char,ge of the present and future destinies
Qch.  Only, nowadays, they wear a new emblem:
%iiuJ”.has superseded the Swastika; the revived “ Holy
Dnipire ” has replaced the defunct “ Third Reich.”

\ *orec’ German Reiclis

Al
ﬂi&? .tlae original inception of the German Empire and
dlle aSe Charlemagne (a.d. 771-814), three
%e  weichs have successively occupied the European
frloni, .se were, respectively, the Holy Roman Empire
khhan @It 'ts lub t'fle, “ The Holy Roman Empire of the
v/hari "eoPle ”>established in a.d. 800 (Christmas Day?
meniagne, and which lasted, at least nominally, unti
11 abolished it in 1806, after his victory over
at Austerlitz (1805—see footnote). The second
~as that established by Bismarck after the
hen"German War of 1870-71, the Reich of the
Nu, lerns, which ended with the defeat of Germany
eaiber, 1918.  Whilst the *“ Third Reich” of

fi

The Cross Replaces
the Swastika

-By F. A. RIDLEY -

History. All three German
Reichs fulfilled and illus-
trated the above historical
“Law.” The “First
Reich,” the “ Holy Roman
Empire of the German
People,” which lasted for a
millenium, was the creation
of the Papacy and, at Canossa (1077), was subjected to its
absolute rule, the high watermark of the supremacy of the
Church over the State. Under Charles V and his Hapsburg
successors, again the “Holy ” Empire was the militant
champion of Rome in the religious wars of the Reforma-
tion culminating in “ The Thirty Years War ” (1618-48).

Whilst the * Second ” and “ Third ” Reichs represented
in the case of the “ Second Reich,” the domination of the
Prussian junkers (landlords) of the Protestant East, the
political leader of whom was Bismarck (1815-98), and the
military instrument of whom was the Prussian Army. And
in the case of the “ Third Reich,” under Hitler, of the
fusion, under the pressure of military defeat, of the
Protestant East and of the Catholic West. Hitler, how-
ever, was, at least, politically, an opponent of the Church
and as our learned contributor, Arthur Wild, recently
demonstrated in our columns, an influential section of the
Nazi Party, including, probably, the Fuhrer himself, had
abandoned their belief in Christianity in favour of a revived
cult of Teutonic Paganism.

The Holy Roman Empire is Reborn

The new *“ Fourth Reich ” which is now incubating
within the egg-shell of “ Democracy”—with a capital D—
is, beyond any reasonable doubt, a (so to speak) political
reincarnation of the “ First Reich,” the “ Holy Roman
Empire of the German People,” rather than of its secular
successors, the later empires created, respectively, by
Bismarck and Hitler. That pious son of Holy Church, Dr.
Adenauer, a former deputy of the clerical “ Centre ” party,
is the modern successor of the pious Charlemagne, who
owes both his place in history and his incidental absolution
from his numerous sins, to the ardour with which he forced
Christianity by fire and sword down the throats of the
pagan Saxons. The new Germany that arose from the
debris of the Hitler regime is correctly regarded as the
creation of Vatican diplomacy; in particular, of that
modern successor to the Pope who crowned Charlemagne
Pius-Pacelli, who was Papal Legate in Munich and Berlin
during the years that witnessed the rise of Hitler. With
Protestant Prussia shrouded behind the “ Iron Curtain,”
the Catholic Church has matters all its own way in the
new Catholic Germany.
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German Imperialism Raises the Banner of the Cross

To-day, the contemporary pattern of the European scene
is becoming reasonably clear. German Imperialism is,
to-day, resuming its historic mission, only temporarily
frustrated in 1918 and, again, in 1945. As in earlier years,
it resumes its “ drang nach osten ” (* pressure towards the
East”). Only just now the Reich is in the fortunate position
of being able to command the goodwill and active support
of both “ God and Mammon ” of the two great conserva-
tive powers of our era, the Roman Catholic Church and
the Dollar Republic. Both desire to see the downfall of
“ godless Russia,” if not for quite the same reasons. A
rearmed Germany with her hands free in the West might
do the trick, as Hitler, though engaged elsewhere, so nearly
did in 1941-42. Though, we may relevantly add, if Eisen-
hower, Dulles and Co. think that a victorious Germany,
swollen with victory and with fresh resources acquired in
the East, would then respect her treaty obligations and
remain a docile instrument of America, we can only assume
that European History is not their strong suit! However,
from the point of view of the Vatican, the victory of the
very Christian Reich of Adenauer and his Catholic
successors over “ godless Russia ” would be pure gain. It
will be, accordingly, under the standard of the Christian

(

Friday, October 1%
~ that Ganen
Cross, and not of the pagan Swastika, RisatiQl, |
Imperialism will take arms to save “ Christian
A Catholic Munich? , ldsforte

In common political parlance, “ Munich Qurinal
policy of “appeasement”, of surrender Aplatf
aggression. However, Munich was also the se « tose#
where, in 1923, Hitler made his first premature  .jert i
power. At that time, a papal Nuncio wasne pius ”
Munich, by name. Eugenio Pacelli, now 1°P re'fr
Twliltti. PiUR) and the Wathdlliv Church in . "annot ¢’
fully approved of Hitler; two infallible ponti ertiroy
exist for long! But the deygut Adenaue’4bBjyan
persona grata at the Vatican Ihe present M A n &lip]
Rome is the recreation of a new Holy R°”~andas
of the German people,” as the leader of Europe.”™ 6
armed protector of the Church. It is the re of
“ Universal ” Empire, the political . o
“ Universal” Church, with which we fij)mepect®V
confronted in the coming years.

Footnote.—\Voltaire, as we know, described tbc ,
Empire ” as “ neither HO|Y, Roman, nor an Empire, ]
otherwise, it was an excellent description! Thisi wi  atti(
ever, was only true of the later stages of the EmP
last great ruler, Charles V, 1500-1558.

A Story of the Atom Age

By TOM pRICE iv6j*

EXCLUSIVE television rights had been obtained by
Univision Incorporated for the great battle between God
and the Devil. More than 2,000,000,000 people watched
it on their sets; another 4,000,000 watched it from the
specially-converted Yankee Stadium.

For 3,000 years the churches had given the fight some of
the best publicity to be had in the business, and as the hour
drew nigh huge posters appeared on hoardings from Dakota
to Darkest Africa.

“Jehovah v. the Prince of Darkness,” they said. “ Don’t
miss this fearsome fracas! ”

In an interview with a Univision reporter, God said that
it was to be a benefit performance for the funds of the
Chosen People’s Aid Society.

The Devil himself was non-committal about his chances.
“ 1 have always had the upper hand,” he said. “1I can’t
say more.”

The contest was due to start at 3 p.m. on Sunday—a day
specially chosen by both protagonists. At 2-45 p.m. a great
parade composed of Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Christian Scientists, Christadelphians, a few
Roman Catholics and an unfrocked vicar, wended its way
around the great stadium. Some carried banners—* Do
him, Yahweh! ” *“ Blood! Blood! ” * Give him a taste
of his own fire and brimstone! "—and some blew silver
trlumpets. The vicar took up the rear with an offertory
plate.

It was soon obvious, however, that a large section of the
audience was on Satan’s side. Within seconds of the start
of the parade, indignant space-grams flooded Univision’s
offices, and an extraordinary meeting of the International
Secular Society passed a resolution to the Devil condemn-
ing his participation in “such an irrational and irreverent
poppy-show.”

In a confidential reply the Devil stated: “ 1am, as you
know, a gentleman, and although | have not made any
gentleman’s agreement as such, such an agreement seems
to have been made in the eyes of the people. Remember
the motto, ‘ Not only must God’s will be done, it must also

appear to have been done.” Why don’t you pagallS -
a chance, instead of niggling at me all the time. . . QI?
“ P.S.—Didn’t you know | had interests in Umv J

On the stroke of three there was a roll of thund”ji,
blinding flash, and at the gasworks end of tfe ~re-
appeared God, accompanied by thousands of arc
cherubim, seraphim and other lesser species—a*
the haloes with red hot billhooks and bacteriologic™0"1

As the minutes passed the religionist section oftw >
began to howl for the Devil’s disqualification
appearance It was at that psychological momcU pat
entered the stadium—a thin, bent old man with %K&;f |
and faded red robe. A flood of emotion swept "¢
as he walked unsteadily to the c&ntre of the arena-

“ Here, indeed, is a man,” said Univision’s comI* |A
quietly and reverently. “ Hero of a million hoy |
causts, victim of a million misrepresentations—hlit(,,
of battle still shines from those omniscient optics- Ofr

The Devil stood defiantly facing the terrible h°s ml
Lord. Turning his best profile towards the cam
addressed the gathering in a firm voice. ne !

“ 1 have been fighting old Jove here for a long 1
said. “ 1 think | can claim that | have always
fairly, as far as I’ve been able. The same, | fear’ (fil
be said of my opponent. When 1 think of sonlc | (}
dirty tricks | often wonder whether the Hell of a hw
led has been worth it!

“ And now, at last, we’re face to face. | have
only one weapon with me. If | am to be defeated. >
at least see me fall in honour. . ..”

“What’s your weapon then, ludicrous Lut
bellowed iGod, shaking with mirthful scorn. .

The Devil cast an imperious glance over the aff™®
slyly thumbed his nose at the holy horde.

“ Why—REASON, you rogue! ” he cried. edtj

“ But don’t worry! ” he shouted at the astonished j
“1 shall be back in my own good time—I sha
back ! ”  And he flew oil. “H

; Strike that from the minutes,” said the Mayor- _jpt- i
only a prophecy. If we ran this town on prophet
ing would ever get done.”
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Mind and Matter

By W. H. WOOD

" a. YATES gives us a good exposiwn”,, "

Mieridist argument in his article opposite case;
WI°es not quite succeed in disproving” laj stuff ™ of
, course, he does not know what the j doubt very

h&%"fﬁ@%,@# Bt m/ B3 JARY infy I U stff of the

bugh composed; so that do_esnt - q¢sQur
Ahi, g{‘e@mné)t’lf‘ﬂftcéé‘r%wss BN GRrery Physic I
H\Eigentorm mental ” in this connection we mean an

{CG—DblIF8LY oseful operative force-—non-personal, non
1able to penetrate, combine and interact with

W 1
matter. _Call it Universal LifpsEoree et
¢atyou will.  Because this permeating "~ non.existent.
A identified it does not follow that it e t0 accept
some unfathomable reason Material ~ Materialist

. Possible anything they cannot unders  dismissed as
S back in the Middle Ages would have d » .~ onc

¢, Pctely irrational any suggestion that: a ier.than-air

nvivrave® dnongfi the upper air n gecause X-ray,

S Ineat a Sfﬂfed faster than s°und; nknoWll he would
~¢r, Radio and Television were the A be.  Surely

LRRETREC [0 believe that sueh #ingp ujuiu

\ae irmairﬂ\{?1 E'i& un‘verse may not be quite so material

@tain I"ihF we know all about matter but it is quite
&5 do not yet know all about mind or conscious-
GHain | e hypnotist uses mental suggestion but no one can
; W @ow if works. The process by which a thought or
S j _erunating from one brain is able to influence
e |V % BodY of another person is sfill a mystery.
> On. fdly possible that there can be any physical con-
"t tlijs ®Fveen sender and receiver, but it is not impossible
myelg °onnecting link might be some non-physical force
Chrain0: act'ng upon physical matter. We know that
d thal' and nerve-centres of the spinal cord are physical
dain"ai impulses from the nerve-centres are sent to the
V  nd back again to the sensory organs to produce the
it 7 Parceptions of sight, touch, hearing, taste and smell,
iats O] 8bts and suggestions are not just sensory percep-
mi§ra t OUr opinion they emanate from the brain not as
'sgf*  forces but as non-physical forces. When ene-fan
ﬁh,e 9 read the thoughts of another, as in mental tele-
pr 19 receive the suggestions from another mind, as
Qv ,; Is>we do not see how he can do this by any
T means.

{jd nic°mPosition of, and the relationship between, mind
low constitute the whele argument. You camnot
Snot .lalter except by the perception of mind and you
1dufin 1?°FVmind entirelﬁl divorced from matter. There is
“a fb'.0 link between them, but what is it? We believe
" botiCc°mmon factor is some non-physical force active
00t j, mind and matter. If the Materialist will not
Ifthe « We would ask him to tell us the exact nature
¢Per Mlid force distinguishing organic from inorganic
¢S ¢ If this force does not exist in lifeless matter how
Vs. ever come into existence at all? From whence

y°me and what happens to it when a living body
74t W *°u cannot get rid of a physical force just when
Material 1° because forces are indestructible. To the
fpleSs1 Ist there are just two kinds of matter—Iliving and
Ss ]jt~°ut y°n must not ask him why the former con-
‘*Rhine‘cncr?y and the latter does not. You must not
%n 110w living matter became alive in the first place;

Isl presume that it always has been alive and that

inorganic matter always has been, and always will be,
lifeless!

Now let us consider the argument of the poor misguided
anti-Materialist. He believes that the cosmos—the essence
and origin of all things—is partly non-physical in constitu-
tion and that its forces are the direct causation of all matter
and of the movement causing the minutest particles of
matter to vibrate. We know that there is no such thing
as solid and motionless matter—even a stone is a mass of
molecules, atoms, electrons, protrons, etc., in a continual
state of violent agitation. We suggest that it is this non-
physical vital force which energises growth and mutation
in the natural processes of biological evolution. This vital
energy is a directive and progressive force guiding the
gradual change of species from primordial slime to homo
sapiens. If, as Mr. Yates contends, there is no intelligent
purpose in Nature then there can be no purpose in evolu-
tion. If evolution is merely a blind, unorganised process
why do species always evolve towards a higher intelligence
and not devolve back to the slime from which we crawled?
Surely the fact that the urge is always to climb higher in
the scale of life and intelligence is proof of purposeful
evolution and that mental rather than physical perfection is
the aim and objective. If this were not so we would still
be a specie of super-mammoths with giant strength and no
intelligence whatever. The fact lhat we have progressed
mentally rather than physically must support the belief that
the mental forces are indeed superior to the physical forces
operating in Nature.

If the Materialist believes in nothing but the purely
physical surely he should be more concerned about physical
perfection than with intelligence, mind, or consciousness.
But if mind is to him just as physical as matter then several
questions arise to which we would welcome his answer.
How does he explain hypnosis, mind-projection, clairvoy-
ance, prevision, premonition, mental-telepathy, dual and
multiple personality, mental healing and the many examples
of extra sensory perception? Does Mr. Yates dismiss as
so much balderdash problems which scientists and mind-
specialists find worthy of serious study? As yet the final
answers to these problems have not been found nor, 1 think,
will they ever be found if we are content to adopt the
rather narrow and self-satisfied attitude of the one hundred
per cent. Materialist.

\% THE MIDDLE AGES

“ Literature, science, taste, were words little in use during the
ages which we are contemplating, or if they occur at any time,
eminence in them is ascribed to persons and productions so con-
temptible, that it appears their true import was little understood.
Persons of lhe highest rank, and in the most eminent stations,
could not write. Many of the clergy did not understand the
breviary, which they were obliged daily to recite; some of them
could scarcely read ‘it.”—W. Robertson.

JUST OUT—TENTH EDITION
The
BIBLE HANDBOOK
by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball
Indispensable for all Freethinkers
Price 4s. m— Postage 3d.
THE PIONEER PRESS

41 GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, W.C.I
Telephone : HOLBORN 2601
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This Believing World

The charge Ihat some of our clergy were Communists, or
at least of a very red pink, made by General Martel in the
Sunday Dispatch recently, has now been apologised for by
that journal. It never wanted its readers to imagine that
some special members of the clergy were rank Communists,
or were influenced by political ideologies. Poor General
Martel! He should stick to military matters, and leave the
mixture of politics, ideologies and theology, which some-
times emanates from the true believers in an outworn
Oriental faith, severely alone.

Every now and then someone in that delightful and more
or less primitive seaside island, Jersey, starts an
argument in favour of that equally primitive religion,
Christianity. The latest example is a discussion on the
“atomic myth "—a wholehearted Christian maintaining
atoms to be myths, and what some people call “ substance ”
or “ matter,” to be merely “ spiritual.” In other words, the
age-old debate between Materialism and Idealism appears
to have only just arrived in Jersey, and already the
disputants look like tying themselves into knots over the
problem. We can only hope that the Idealist who thinks
lhat “ substance is wholly spiritual ” will not blame his
wife .if his fish and chips are badly cooked. After all, it
would not matter, for if “ substance ” is “ spiritual,” fish
and chips, well or badly done, must taste the same.

Blackpool is famous for something else besides its
illuminations—it has initiated “ The World Healing
Crusade ” headed by Brother Mandus who, suitably
adorning it with * healing ” texts from Jesus, issues a
journal—TIlw World Healing Crusader, packed with
announcements where you can be Healed Divinely. Its
contents seem to be a mixture of the usual * spiritual ”
exhortations to Christ and his Healing Powers, and the
usual testimonies from delighted people that they have
been cured of all kinds of incurable ailments both
physically and spiritually. The copy we saw with a little
change of terminology, could do just as well for a patent
medicine, or for Mother Eddy’s Christian Science cures—
or even for the wonderful cures performed in such
enormous numbers by Mr. H. Edwards and his Spirit
Guides. Why there are still so many sick people in
hospitals is something we cannot understand.

A very religious leading article in the Daily Mail calls
the Church “the Lamp of Life,” and claims that it is
“ woven into the fabric of the State,” that “ it has been
part of us since the earliest days,” and that “ the history of
our land would be nothing without it all of which could
be said almost in the same words of what we call “ crime.”
But this leader is particularly distinguished because in a
long column it never mentions Jesus Christ.! The Divine
Message comes from the Church which holds up the Lamp
of Life, and not from Christ Jesus!

Of course, it might he argued that the Church got it from
Jesus, and it faithfully stands by every word of that
Palestinian Deity; but anybody who studies the various
pronouncements by the Church will easily discover subtle
differences. Jesus telling you to hate your parents is one
of the Divine Teachings which is very discreetly glossed
over by the Church and it hates referring to the aerial
adventures Jesus had with the Devil. To put the matter
bluntly, we feel that the Daily Mail has probably dis-
covered that the Church has actually civilised the
wonderful teachings of Jesus.

. L3 1%
Friday. October

. One other, point. Why does the Daily Mail gnd ::Y:]
journals, which talk so feelingly about the CIm ity
out the doctrine of Hell? As Fr. J. Rickaby so eR tlire-
put it. Hell “ arises naturally out of the essell- uie Father
ship between God and man.” And the aml jssasl
insists that “ the fire of Hell is a real fire-  .he wayR
should be. Some of us are more than tired a™ . e
which so many Christians talk about Hell beinfe ~ 0
within you. And we are sure that the Daily M .  we'
with its “lamp ” will -agree with Fr. R, ,,
pressed to explain Hell. And so will the Daily

Theatre D

The Rosenbcrgs, at Unity Theatre, is a dramatis” Oftdl
of this case from the events leading up to thea . pig
Rosenbergs until their execution. The authors, N d
and William Bland, have taken pains to keep to ~ wik
have succeeded in producing a creditable Pietl, g|,0rt0
At times the dialogue lacks crispness and . . , Mienf
theatrical requirements, but this is not surprisinggggiol
consider that the trial scene is a verbatim conlyyy.
without an added word. This has been skilfully
The authors have set out to emphasise the fac  *
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell—who got thnC C [®
were innocent and denied their guilt to the last- ~ te
were convicted on false evidence, and that they v a-
victims of atom-spy hysteria whipped up by 1l fe<
pulous American Press. In view of this, and my jg™
defending counsel giving sound reasons, the Clue
of the U.S.A. would not grant a retrial. t0|l-l£
The fact that a miscarriage of law can
execution of innocent people makes it all the mo'Jrcait
sary to abolish the ancient and barbaric practice 0 i v
punishment. The execution of these people se A
other purpose than to satisfy the feelings of 110.jib#-
could not resist the onslaught of the Press, and
themselves to be emotionally unbalanced. o
Though not a perfect play it is something non
missed by all who treasure the liberties and hum-1
of man. o, njtr
David Abrahams, Bernard Goldman, John Mai*1 jjaf
Rose Hiller gave notably good performances, *
Hancock’s production could be speeded up in plac>>

wise it is satisfactory. (aS
RAYMOND DOUUI

Sunny Morning

Dull was the day; and then the careless clouds
Fell down the sky to show the merry sun
Throwing good gold upon the begging throng-
The town burst into song.
Canary-coloured, fifty sparrows hopped
About the dustbins; every morning pail
Freckled with gleaming water as each wife
Scrubbed away for dear life.
Suddenly painted gold, the houses blazed
Into proud castles inhabited by kings; S
The dust danced gilded from the sweeping bro<”
In all the attic rooms.
The cats came out to sleep on window-sills
While unwatched mice nipped to the golden cml
Dogs rolled and put all four feet in the air
Without a canine care.
And through drawn blinds a thousand arrows pe
To prick the laggards from the drowsy sheets.
The day marched splendid down the burnished s
With sunshine in its eyes.
JOHN
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Lecture Notices, Etc.

Outdoor
S BdfAR"Sunday- October 25, 3-15 p.m., Padiham: A Lecture.

%— N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Every Sunday, 8 p.m.:
BaReer 378 Mt

1 N.S.S. (Deansgate Bomb Site).—Every week-
,3Pm ..  Messrs. Woodcock and Barnes. Every Sunday.

Vth L’ Jt Pla‘t Fields, a Lecture.

BaySnn°.n ,!ranch thite Stone Pond, Hampstead Heath).—
ay, noon : L. Ebury.

Indoor

£ branch N.S.S. (Satis Cafe, 40, Cannon St., off New
°N ationber ,25. 2 P.m. F. J. Corina (Bradford), “World

%M%FOO&;S (Mechanics’  Institute). — Sunday,

" adprS’ 6449 pam.;: J. Archer, B.Com., “ Religion—Has it
t4r  °8ressive Force?"
~unday, October 25, 6-30 p.m., King’s Hall Cinema,
PRy °n’ "~ de Magic and Black.”
tyc.n discussion Circle (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
NchjzZ, ®&day, October 27: A. D. Howell Smith,
Mior |y Cd Research in Ancient Times."

{Hl, RHE”on Group, South Place Ethical Society (Conway
1 1d.\y, Llon Square, W.C.I).—Friday, October 23, 7-15 p.m.:
tester €Rwick, “ Television is a Menace to Society.”
\,'5 &30 Society (Humberstone Gate).—Sunday, October
F-m.: a. Hancock, “ Ego and Ethics.”
g(llg’ NSS, R.P.A, Ethical Union Protest Meeting.-
<& Oitobier 25, 7 p.m., Chorlton Town Hall, Manchester.
) ,.n. Aid W. Brotherton, J.P. Speakers to include Capt.
RIF ITHs, M.P., H. Lever, MI>,, L. Lever, M.P.,, W. H.

YTS.Sj DV M.P., the Rev. R. V. Holt, and Colin McCali.

NItith - “ublect, “ Broadcasting and Religion."

, akes™* Cosmopolitan Debating Society (Technical College,
1 Wu-“rc St)—Sunday, October 25, 2-30 p.m.: Tin: Bishop
"), p. EPIELD, “ Faith and Morals.”

\,Vf%ba&é Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,

SUNGdy, October 25, 1la.m.. A. Robertson, M.A.,
\ pdom and Necessity.”

I'lgwddon Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place,
"o, = koad, W.).—Sunday, October 25, 7-15p.m.: Alex
Is (here a Revival of Religion 7"

Notes and News

(b re'EsPected contemporary. The Manchester Guardian,
Ne O|Cinly published some informative figures on the
a. religion in the U.S.A.  These figures certainly
&bef at 1God’s own country ” has still a long way
ah..“re it ceases to deserve this title. We subjoin, the
D" °i our contemporary :
remarkable figures in the Year Book of the
Churches, show that over 92 million Americans
members of Christian Churches, an increase of
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3,604,000. The percentage of the increase is two and a-
half times that of the increase in population. There is one
church for every 325 members, but only one minister for
every 500 members. The Protestant increase was 3.9 per
cent., and the Roman Catholic 3.5 per cent.

“ Compared with 1939, the incomes of ministers show a
reduction in purchasing power of 12 per cent. In the
same period, salaries of employees in manufacturing con-
cerns went up by 42 per cent, and of government
employees by 24 per cent.

* Commenting on this situation, Bishop Sherril, presiding
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, says that ‘the
awsome power of atomic energy has raised a new interest
in religion, especially in the colleges and universities

It rather looks as if, even in “ God’s own country,”
Mammon is gaining ground at the expense of God.
Cannot the Virgin Mary appear in person in the U.S.A.
to stop the financial rot? Or more prosaically, what about
a whip round Wall Street on behalf of the depressed
servants of God? However, the concluding appeal of
Bishop Sherril will surprise no one acquainted with the
origin and history of religion. Has not fear always been
at the bottom of religion? Formerly, it was fear of the
God-made lightning, now of the man-made atomic bomb.
But fear remains the common and effective denominator.
If science is the deadly enemy of religion, the prostitution
of science for destruction threatens to become its best friend
and to give a fresh lease of life to the moribund super-
natural.

My Rational Anthem

By P. VICTOR MORRIS

WHAT to do when present,at the playing of the British
National Anthem appears to be troubling readers of The
Freethinker. Which is as it should be. It is evidence that
they are concerned to maintain personal integrity by
squaring their public actions with their private thoughts.
How to.do this, however, is not easy to decide.

Of course, whether one is in favour of, tolerant towards
or opposed to the institution of the British Crown, an invo-
cation to any deity to preserve a king, queen or anybody
else is equally complete nonsense to people like ourselves.
We just cannot join in the performance. So far, however,
there is not yet unanimity regarding how we ought to
behave. Let us consider the alternatives.

To hurry away from the scene before the band strikes up
is very common, but it would be the height of optimism for
us to assume that this practice indicates a general spreading
of either irreligious or republican sentiments. Nor is this
at all satisfactory to those disaffected in one way or the
other, for it at best merely avoids the problem instead of
solving it. Besides, the growth of the habit has led
numerous managements of theatrical, musical and sporting
enterprises to arrange for the National Anthem to be
played at the start of the shows rather than at the end!

A few doughty characters remain seated on such occa-
sions, inviting insults from patriots of the “ Three Cheers
for the Red, White and Blue ” sort. This might be worth
while were it not more frequently treated with silent con-
tempt by a majority ignorant of the nature of the scruples
prompting it. When sincerity is almost certain to be
mistaken for loutishness, and militate against the making
of converts to our Cause, it seems to me that it is being
displayed in the wrong way. We must look for a better one.

For a good many years, therefore, | have gone to the
length of standing up for the playing of the National
Anthem, keeping my lips closed and avoiding the still’
military posture that is. curiously, the most frequent
response of unregimented Britons to the stimulus of the
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opening chord of that work. By rising to my feet witli
studied slowness in a mildly protesting manner, by shuffling
and fidgeting and by looking in every direction other than
the orthodox straight-ahead, | have tried to appear an
intelligent, informed, broad-minded individual anxious
neither to flatter nor olTend his fellows. Alas, | have all
along had an uneasy suspicion that most people near me
on such occasions have taken me for a foreign visitor doing
his best to conform to an imperfectly understood rite!
Fortunately all that has now ended. Recent letters and
articles in The Freethinker have stimulated me to do some-
thing about it, namely, to write my own words to go with
the admirably impressive and (let us be thankful!) short
composition of (it is said without adequate backing), Dr.
John Bull. 1do not advise anyone to attempt a similar
task. The unknown writer or writers of the present
anthem, and even Shelley himself, have demonstrated how
difficult it is to treat the tune prosodically; and 1 have had
confirmation of this in sleepless nights, headaches and
Scores of efforts destroyed in disgust before the appended
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verse emerged. May my reward be er re?'é?‘é\y f
satisfaction many times in the future w
following: —

Truth is a gracious thing.
Freedom a noble thing;
These names | hail.
Come, all mankind, unite.
Fear not Oppression’s might.
By Truth and Freedom’s light
Good shall prevail! 0.

This, then, is the Rational Anthem with wh'*atingan |
turn to advantage experiences that can prove ir '
embarrassing if one has no means of coping at tjf j
adequately. 1 shall sing it whenever 1 ant Prc, ut dea ;
playing of the National Anthem; not defiantly. unt®
and deliberately. Maybe it will excite acertainTh|S
interest when heard, which will be grist to our 7~
can, of course, be multiplied, if readers appr°vil-
also take it up.

The Delusions of Spiritualism—3

By H CUTNER oa)

LOOKING through Mr. Arthur Findlay’s Where Two
Worlds Meet, which he describes as * Conversations
between this world and the next ”—it is a big book of 624
pages—the principal thing which struck me was the
number of “ God bless you’s” with which the book is
packed. The conversations reported are between Mr. John
Sloan, the medium, and a large number of people plying
him and his spirits with questions. Mr. Sloan always
managed to get a “ guide ” or relatives of the people from
Suntmerland (or Etheria) to join in the conversations, and
all these people appear to have had God Almighty or the
Great Master Teacher either on their minds or even present
with them. Moreover, all the seances began with a well-
known but (to outsiders like myself) a particularly dreary
hymn. This was to get the right, reverent atmosphere, so
as to enable spirits not merely “ to obey the will of those
above us,” and “ to follow in the higher footsteps,” but to
get the unfortunate earth-bound people to appreciate what
a heavenly paradise they were going to eventually.

Speaking for myself, 1 can only say that after carefully
reading the reports of a dozen of these conversations, |
marvel that anybody with Mr. Findlay’s intelligence could
possibly imagine they were anything but a farrago of non-
sense.

Mrs. Sloan from Elheria appears to keep on saying,
“May the blessing of God the Father be with you all, you
dear people,” as often as she can get a word in edgewise;
and the other people seem to want nothing better to do
than to sing “ Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,”
or “ Nearer my God to Thee,” or they recite the Doxology;
and Mr. Findlay adds to his report of the conversations a
sort of sermon. | am not clear yet whether he believes
that there is a God Almighty—though he constantly refers
to a “ Great Master Teacher” who is, 1 think, Jesus of
Nazareth, the one Great Master Teacher among a host of
Christs.  And. of course, like all Spiritualists, Mr. Findlay
is a stout opponent of Materialism—he accuses us, for
example, of having “an answer for everything.” Here
again, I am not sure whether he knows what he is talking
about; though not for worlds do | want to do him an
injustice.

| cannot, in this article, deal with Materialism—but it
suffices to say that we Materialists have not an answer for
everything. All we say is that, as far as it is possible to
understand Nature, there appears no sign of any “ spirit”
or “soul ” or a “ vital force ” anywhere, the creation of a

God. Mr. Findlay thinks differently, and be
right to think as he pleases. But if he writes
about Materialism, he must expect to be criticised-  (#
And he seems to be very angry also that his the( u #
Etheria has not been taken up by the scientific W foir
accepted as Gospel truth. He thinks because af
the medium Sloan so wonderful a person, so sho Q,.
scientist. But if the specimens of Sloan’s eru i
revelations” given in Where Two Worlds Meet P.7ji-1
dstence of Etheria, all 1can say is that our scien
would have been insane to accept such drivel. gl
Somebody called “ Pathfinder ” put forward
by Sloan and accepted as genuine by Mr. Find t
pages of unmitigated rubbish— for example, tn,
from him and is what Mr. Findlay calls “ poetry
O Light of Light, shine on these friends.
Who are so dear to me,
And keep them safely on the road.
Towards Thine eternity.
O Light of Light, shine on these friends
Help them to do Thy Will.
That they may taste the joys of life,
Until their hearts arc full.
Words fail me!
“'Pathfinder ” constantly reminds his hearers that il
loved ones, who have left this vale of tears, are .
the Summerland beyond all doubts and fears."” A.'éyf
black girls are, thank heaven, no longer black, 1
“not of any particular colour now.” NFE
One little black girl was taught, not only Engl,
“the language of other countries.”  She spoke ""H-
French.” Her name was Sophie Sunshine and s'IC. g?
a man present " a very beautiful man.” Page up4
is filled with similar lovely thoughts. ,
For example. Mrs. Sloan “ from beyond ” teljs m »
the “ lovely walks we have sometimes.” The spitls
tire. When they come to “a beautiful lake ” the), D
in something like a boat, or are just * wafted over- "y-
why have any boats at all. if one can_get wafted @
Fruits and' Powers are ‘in-perpetual g with “ 4%,
just a fading.” And you are solemnly told that
“ shuffle olf this mortal coil and plit on immortality.. --A
1 not heard this before?) “you wHl expand, afd #f
to the peace, the beauties of the land, the Summer -
God.
And again—Summerland has any soil of m1
want without the expense of buying a piano or a rtc
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am %t‘felh%a beaotiful voice here, you will have one
Gererahiver R you “ shuffle off this mortal coil.”
o the sniriLhynin suited for the occasion is sung when one
feWhS ’8elStired’ such as “ They are win8inS’ they
Oniynan r h Pret>ably brightens them up; though,
ackoonirg ae [Ule i tloi refreshment might have revived

Andhere if mixh better-

Sloen sneatu SkUrd son saying good-bye: * This is Dougal
% |wji 8t0you- Good night Dad. Cheerio, every-
HR. n'lcome again and | will meet you on this side
Xnoted ch t” be happy and be joyful.” This was, be
Lenglry’.. “eerily given on the 18th of January, 1945, when
_Ppen thie k b UCcll uIC Ul Vlcuiu y*
jtith such « fdook anywhere and you will find it packed
feed and7h - .ile trash “Yo jtting the '
% et is not polite,” ' Pjust Wish YoU coutd be as
Bitish rte ?m” " * sPeak ver’ good English. I British.
&in jn p best part of the world ”; “ We shall all meet
Yu” >ry od s good time,” “ 1 will do all I can to help
"other’s 1 "°u say ” was killed? 1 am not dead”; * A
dd“GHui Sand a mother’s arms are very supporting,”
There ;W ess ab °f y°u ” repeated ad lib.
Resart to ’ naturally. some attempt on the part of those
"out, a f8el; some intelligible description of Summerland
; W” Orar,as 1can understand “ Fiery Star” or “ Path-

jthat ii motber [ndjan “ quides,;’. their accoupt of Etheria
- E%Eﬂli? i'!i?(e thiswo Euf in another *N7iBa-
Ierent f r>roves how very difficult it is to invent a world
I " ke °urs.  Mr. Findlay does his best to comment

R Y S et forke naoet el e tes very licfe

AN Hlni ed out- Everything s lovely. PBvery-
%’ nst_“wld and good. There ig no gr]noney qugstion, ygu

iij 0~ rk and, if you hanker after anything, a cigar.

"SIl Y set, or even the seaside, you can make it
I ta ywishing for it. Itis all as easy as that.
Nc ~ traP °f evidence has been produced in this big
% ofllfnere is anything in Summerland except the rav-
'edtto ,r'. dobn Sloan; but as Mr. Findlay will strongly
% contlls’ 1 w'll deal in another article with some of his
ASsar ltllellts which he fondly believes do supply the
ytin ty evidence. But | trust that he realises that 1am
S PoJ ~ in sympathy with Spiritualism, and that it
Md$S e for me- therefore, to accept as evidence the
mHum C’ader of a lot of people invented by the
At ’ ««erly unable to get away from whatever he has
sot  "d thal- 5 n°t much—in this world. Sloan was
e male Mrs. Piper, and we know that she

'bat s « € *ea *bat she was either possessed by spirits
P’Hts spoke through her.

Carriage In Spain
A By CARLOS DE ITALICA

u°babi®8e in Spain, a country in which the Church has
A lllore power over the people than any other, is a

V s niaUer when both parties have to consider that
. thicr'0 divorce. It is more serious still when one of the
C 'rise8 Pardes > not Roman Catholic but Jewish, for
ytholif nien of Rome have to be satisfied that a Roman
A}III bc€8'd w'd remain as she is and that the olT-spring

rCc, °ught up in the faith.

Niqu-y attended such a marriage between a Jew of
,Tre tll, JStion Spanish stock and a Spanish girl. Matters
; Disrace e?s%r by the Jew not being orthodox, but even
Tpiic*usation had to be obtained from Rome for which
V ? was nlade’ through the local bishop, two
beforehand. Every assurance was given that
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Dispensation would be received in good time. The bride-
groom’s family from England had gathered in the small
town in southern Spain for the occasion, everything was
prepared but no Dispensation had come. The bishop was
away, but the local vicar promised to act and sent a cable
to the Vatican. This brought a reply in a couple of days,
so there was then a visit to the vicarage in order that the
unbelieving bridegroom could be sworn to observe the
demands of Rome. At the vicarage, which included a
church and in which a most unholy semi-silence reigned,
it was noticeable that the barred windows (without which
no Spanish building is complete) were covered with small-
mesh wire netting through which attack would be difficult
even with a pea-shooter. The gentlemen of the Church take
no risks.

A document was read to the bridegroom in Spanish, in
which he undertook not to interfere in his wife’s religion
and to see that the children be brought up in the Roman
Catholic faith. The vicar and two priests present witnessed
his signature.

The ceremony took place at the bride’s house, an altar
having been erected at one end of a spacious hall. The.
vicar, who officiated, abstained from using Latin and con-
fined the proceedings to a brief fifteen minutes, after which
he departed and the family once again relaxed and pre-
pared for the wedding breakfast which was held at a local
hotel and—but for the food, which was good—was not
unlike the same kind of thing in England. The couple
returned to the bride’s house to change, while the rest of
the family went into town to celebrate, so that there was
no send-off as we know it in England.

You may wonder how it is that so much importance was
attached to the Dispensation from Rome. As far as | could
gather it would not be impossible to find a priest to per-
form the ceremony without Dispensation, but the family
would become black-listed and consequently ostracised.
To any hardened English atheist this would be a most
happy condition, but we must consider the power that the
Church has over the family life of the Spanish people. Tt
is essentially a Roman Catholic country, but although you
may preach and try to instil dogma into the people you
cannot force them to accept it. A family in Spain may well
resent the strength of the Church, but they dare not go
against it. If you are the father of a sizeable family, you
have to rely on your local ecclesiastics to give you recom-
mendations so that your sons can obtain good working
positions. If you fall out with them nothing can help you.
not even a recommendation from the best connected of the
aristocracy. To be ostracised by the Church in Spain is
more harmful than the worst forms of colour-bar.

So, with the bride’s two brothers protesting in the
strongest terms that Spain is ruled from Rome, | could not
help feeling some admiration for these people who are so
firmly oppressed by the heel of the Vatican. Perhaps from
among these people there will emerge one who has the
strength to liberate them. Such an event is long overdue.

ASK AT YOUR LIBRARY

“ Byzantium into Europe.” By Jack Lindsay. Published
by the Bodley Head, 28, Little Russell Street, London,
W.C. 1 485 pages, price 37s. 6d.

JACK LINDSAY has made a reputation for himself as a
classical scholar and, from every standpoint, this latest
work of his is the greatest that he has yet produced.

Here is a history of Byzantium from 326 to 1204ad.,
and its further contribution till 1453 a.a.

The author must have devoted literally years of research
to this work, and has covered every possible aspect of life
in those periods, as a glance at the contents will show.



344 THE FREET 4INKER

We have Part 1, the- setting of the scene; Part 2, a sum-
mary of Byzantine history; Part 3, the forms of the
political struggle; and Part 4, the struggle in the religious
sphere.

This section. Part 4, which covers 185 pages, is of a
special interest to those students of the history and
workings of the Catholic Church, to obtain and hold power,
both religious and political.

Part 5 deals with art, drama, music, literature; and
Part 6, external relations and expansion.

The book is well illustrated with half-tone plates and
also with line drawings. This volume may be beyond
the purses of many of our readers, but it will generally be
found that if we ask and keep on asking at the library, and
get our friends to do likewise, Libraries Committees will
place practically any book on their shelves. That has been
my own personal experience.

Being unhampered by any religious shibboleths, Mr.
Lindsay examines all the different religions with an
open mind.

The schism between Rome and Constantinople, the effect
of Arab culture in altering the course of the Reformation;
the growth of the Asiatic religion in Egypt, Persia, Syria,
are all dealt with objectively, for the author has no axe to
grind. His quest is to present to his readers the truth,
plain and unvarnished, and to present it in an interesting
and readable form.

This book is not only one to read but also one to study.
It cannot be read in a casual manner as one reads a novel.
There is so much here that provides food for thought, so
much debunking of misrepresentations which many, even
apparently intelligent people, have come to accept because
they have never been presented with the facts. That excuse
will no longer serve. To those of us whose proud motto is
that “ we seek for Truth,” this book will provide us with
a valuable key to knowledge.

F A. HORNIBROOK.

Correspondence

OUR GREATEST ENEMY

Sir—1 have tidings from the Americas. Bible propaganda.
The “good book™ iIs the world’s best-seller, I'm assured, most
of the copies being given away. It should be. But who reads it?
As a world-traveller 1 have seen what happens to a lot of these
gift hibles in far-off places. They do duty as waste paper, fire-
lighters, etc. Nothing could be more foggy, dull and out-moded
reading, even to those who can read it. The mob take it to be
ho(I}/ by reason of the Old English of it. Modernise the style
and it would be seen as just old legend, myth and folklore. Still,
most humans are slow-minded and hypnotised bK ancient usages.
They have a fixation. What they were first taught must be true!
That good book is the Freethinker’s greatest enemy, the worst
brake on progress.—Yours, etc., J F K

STATE-MADE KILLERS

Sir,—1 was amused at the rather 19th-century self-congratula-
gion 9i5r13)the final paragraph of "This Believing World” (October
, 1953).

I have no statistics to hand, but | should say that considerabI?/
more than a million people were killed in the recent war. [t
was not due to the activities of the Africans. Nor was it they
who put the Jews and Gypsies in the Nazi death camps, nor
were they responsible for the dropping of the atom-bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It was not they who were to blame
for the murderous attacks on helpless civilians indulged in by
the air forces of Allies and Axis alike.

1 hold no brief for Chaka. Kings, emperors and dictators arc
all the same under the skin, whether that skin be white, black
or yellow. But they are less to blame than the slavish multitudes
who allow them to take power over them. The State is every-
where a murderous institution, in Zululand the same as everywhere
else. Let us stop flingir]iyI mud at each other, and try and build
g{p a society where it will not exist. It will slay us one and all
if we don’t—Yours, etc.,

Arthur W. Uloth.

1953
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. OUR RIGHT TO PROTEST . (Tte
M‘a’,:gj,repl lng to the letter of Basil J. Ed%%com I re*tf
thinker, July 1%, must st beg a little_spacd 1B4G* Hfjch r~j
;'L ? planation of the form of“my former letter letter.
TMSAXCeptl?n' 11 was written as an article, not asa >
portion only was printed as a letter and, not gplys weS
but the portion which | considered the most impo — ~ul in
omitted. This was an appeal to our movement trengteru -
very forefront of our activities the contact with an np.f. & |
of our international links, particularly through the *jon out
countries that formerly sent representatives having ~ id'l
pleaded the vital need of trying to contact tn frin
I heartily welcomed the work done by The Teee ” in
news and articles by foreign workers. This being. tom
portion published an enfirely umdue impartancejieomoe *
reference to the sentiments expressed by Mr. h"™>0C op'n¥j
so far from trying to support his previous . i
roags like any sycking dove for tolerance arh "
lac one same. | (1L may note in passing that ‘tole5at.
9 watehwdncs ofsall whe ask.us-te.comproo M GI%TJ
supersition M evil that our movement was orl‘é,éw'te stait
Mr. Edgecombe now tells us that WOT COUFSE nv--en
attention” not only to our own so-called National plea
to that of any other sovereign state in the world on iont
“anthems represent the OfMtPiEY country.”  WNantk. .
this is not called for. | respect the peoples 0i™"®" nOt nil
know that, for example, God save the monarch doe ok
sent the homeless multitudes who arc taxed to Prj?ffijiy. 'ﬁ
whole villages, besides palaces, for One parasitical
wheil we dtebt agauibt this, we are told b{) B.Jt- *to k
disjoyal (to what?), that the Government is bénévole e *“0On
articles and letters to be printed without our having 1 jnok1
backward glance over the shoulder or fear of a Ns .a
the door of our house,” and the writer of this sta ~ ji
impertinence to charge myself and those who th'” I”rso'l
“intolerance.”—Yours, etc., James

LEAVES OF LIFE

Poems by
LI. N. ROBBINS

The purpose of this book, comprising ®
selection of rhymes made over the years, IS.
show a preference for liberty, reason, and tru
At the same time, love of woman and love
country, so far as reason will allow,.are still
the picture. And the call of humanity, aS
passes on its way, is not forgotten.

Some of the pieces may be considered sortl®
what sombre and sad. If so, the influence-"
is it the conjunction?-—of Saturn is a possm
explanation, causing even the humour itself
be saturnine.

“ As honest, simple verses they should £[\
satisfaction to many people.”
—The Freethinker-
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