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FR°M tho e •Nldt is , ^ i Ss Lake of Geneva to the South African 
aR°’ 3 Ion )°n^ W-aV space; and from 1536 to 1953 is. 
dates are k’ Wâ  t'mc- None the less, these places and 
effect. p"°u.nd together by an intimate chain of cause and 

ln 1535, the French theologian, Calvin, the 
Publisi,ed r|,ant and influential of the Protestant Reformers, 
^enloi>v i ■ fatn°us manual on the new Reformed 

ClirL,;.'5 l nstitutes of
‘n Soutb an/ * ? li&on\ and 
Present v  Afnca m the
W  01 Grace’ Dr-
Calvinj., a an> that devout 
n,inistCr e ai,ld f o r m e r  
vinist r u°f !he. Dutch Cal- 
Puttin •Urcl1* is effectively I.8 into • -

would seem, an attempt by the pious doctor—or, rather, 
by his successor, since, at 78, the aged Premier is hardly 
likely to occupy the political stage much longer—to undo 
the result of the Boer War (1899-1902), and to restore the 
Dutch Republic of his equally pious .and Calvinistic fore
runner, President Kruger.

However, this aim of the ultra-nationalist republicans
of Dr. Malan’s Party, if

teach'ngs operation the 
°f his eminent 

linei,t* ine African con-

-  VIEWS and OPINIONS-

Calvin’s Last Hide-out

faster

“ Son?̂ »*® elation to the racial question. 
l°etern )’ decDred John Calvin, “ hath God predestined 
consipn, | sa*valion and some hath His inscrutable wisdom 
^ V a  d 0 etcrnal damnation.” Such was, what the 
i cfce" ” .e ôrmer himself described as “ the horrible 

°J predestination, by which the Calvinist Deity
Alhom/?r U âRen and s'nful world.

Dc' the European races which accepted the then

-By F. A. RIDLEY-

S i r J ’r y  GosPel °f Geneva, were the Dutch who, 
Spain ■ f V Calvinist dogmas shook off the yoke of 
Pjganti ler a protracted and heroic struggle against the 
Since (i eniP*re of the “ Most Catholic ” King of Spain.

predestination dogma clearly sanctifies success,
Van1ri1:w Y'fiberaled Dutch went on to dispossess the 

Powers from the colonial monopoly bestowed uponf ro l ic ,
1

•rii) or,uDiscovery °f America by ships flying the Spanish,

eta h ' w
aftcr t|Ac *¿9 Borgia Pope, Alexander the Sixth (1492-1503),

8lieSe dlu sea route to India by ships flying the Portu- 
H°u ’ la8s. For the past three and a-half centuries, 
C°loni ii remaiped the greatest, next to England, of oriental 
she |1;) Powers; a highly profitable role which, in fact, 

Dn*ii just vacated in Indonesia.
'I'Ost n'^ way 1° the East, the Dutch occupied the southern
wood jjlnt Africa, the prophetically-named “ Cape of 

Spic , , Pe-” as a half-way house to the more profitable 
tT,ercial h . ds ” °f the East. From which modest com
pel (f(1 1c8inning ultimately arose, as a result of the ebb 
AfrL w of circumstances, the present Dominion of South
!esperi Three centuries of colonisation, a century of 
ih..„ te wars against the warlike “ native ” Kaffirs and.
N it> .tw ° savage “ Boer W ars” against their English 
sUcce • ar>d economic rivals; these represented the painful 
Calvin ' 't6 st(rPs by which the mysterious ways of the 
Ra,i(l '!S! Deity led His worshippers to their “ Chosen 
;'t t|1(l aild called into being a new, Calvinist world just 
;Uvay j "Pc that the Calvinist dispensation was crumbling 

T0 a Its continent of origin, Europe, 
just ay> us we write these lines, the pious Dr. Malan has 
hred0nc.eiVed a new lease of life and power from the 
i Ccti( "nan%  Dutch (Boer) electorate of South Africa; an 
•"st 11 which has already been fittingly dubbed as, “ the 

‘Utle of the Boer War.” We may now expect, it

actually entertained, repre
sents a long-term policy 
kept discreetly in the back
ground until after the result 
of the General Election. The 
more publicised and sensa
tional issue upon which the 
Malan régime sought the 
verdict of an exclusively 
white electorate was the 

question of “ Apartheid ”—that is, the official recognition 
of the “ Colour Bar ” as the permanent basis of South 
Africa’s public policy and of her social life. It seems that 
the “ Apartheid ” theory of racist supremacy, of the 
“ herrenvolk ” (“ master race ”) theory, which passed out 
with Hitler in Europe, and is—despite McCarthy and Co.— 
on the way out in the U.S.A.. has now come to stay in 
the Union of South Africa, whatever the exact form. 
Dominion in the British Commonwealth, or Dutch Repub
lic, may eventually be realised. White rulers and black 
helots, such is “ the shape of things to come ” in the South 
African sub-continent.

The Nazi “ herrenvolk ” theory; which became German 
state-policy during the Hitler régime (1933-45), was the 
obvious outcome of defeat in war, of the frustration 
experienced by expanding German Imperialism as the 
result of the failure of its first bid for world-domination 
in 1914-18. No such political origin can, however, be 
sought for the current racist dogma of Malan and Com
pany; since the Boer War was a war between white men 
exclusively; in which both sides scrupulously refrained 
from arming their black subjects against their white rivals. 
Unlike the Nazi racist theories, the roots of the Malan 
dispensation spring from theology, not from political 
defeats.

It is, we suggest, in the predestination theology of Calvin 
that we must look for the roots of “ Apartheid.” Indeed, 
it appears to be indisputable that such is the case. For 
at a very early stage in its contact with Africa we find the 
Dutch Reformed Church rigorously applying its Calvinistic 
dogmas of Divine Election and of predestination to the 
Colour Bar and, in general, to the racist question. As far 
back as the 18th century, we find the South African 
Divines go on record with the historic affirmation that the 
Mosaic institution of slavery was of Divine Origin and 
applied, in particular, to the Negro races of Africa. One 
can add that their practice kept pace with their theory ! An 
ingenious theological deduction added the further startling 
information that the Negro is the oil-spring of Ham the 
accursed. For Ham, the legendary ancestor of the black 
races, had been solemnly cursed by his father, the Patriarch 
Noah, on account of an unfilial youthful prank which he
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had played on his drunken father (cf. Genesis, ch. 9, vv. 25 
et seq.). And does not the Divine Law also affirm that 
“ the sins of the father shall be visited on the children ”?

Theologians are traditionally apt at arguing from the 
particular to the general. The black off-spring of Ham, 
cursed by the Divine Book, were, and are clearly amongst

rditi°n'those races indicated by Calvin as predestined to Pe ¡̂iit
Nor could any fault be found in enslaving and m c , ol#  
the utmost profit in this world from those already ^  
by the Deity Himself to everlasting damnation-  ̂
Calvinistic theology leads automatically to " Apa/ (i 
politics. Malan’s South Africa is Calvin’s last hide

How Russia is Ruled
By P. C.

By Walter K olarz. (Bletchworth Press, 1953; price 7s. 6d.) 
THE contents of this book were originally given to the 

public in the form of lectures on the B.B.C. The author 
claims that all his factual material is drawn from official 
Soviet sources. There is no reason to doubt this statement.
At the same time the author’s bias against the whole 
Russian regime is very evident; while his material is doubt
less authentic, he has selected it in such a manner as 
amounts to just another bit of propaganda, a method of 
presentation which the author so deplores in Soviet pub
lications! Furthermore, while Mr. Kolarz admits that any 
reasonable comparison of things Russian must be between 
her former (Czarist) epoch and the present, his yardstick 
throughout his book is that of the advanced West.

As the title implies this is essentially a political treatise.
1 propose here to dwell on those aspects of Mr. Kolarz’s 
work of particular interest to readers of The Freethinker.

Freedom of thought and expression as we regard them 
is non-existent in the U.S.S.R., according to Mr. Kolarz. 
“ To say there is a Press censorship,” he writes, “ would 
be a gross under-statement.” Control extends much fur
ther back than publication. No periodical may be owned 
by others than Party members or organisations, and the 
personnel of the journalistic profession is selected and 
trained with the utmost attention to Marxist-Leninist prin
ciples. Only two papers in the whole Union, namely, 
Fravda and Izvestia, have foreign correspondents; other 
papers must study carefully the iine taken by these two 
papers and follow it strictly. Furthermore, foreign news is 
not treated factually but in order to convey that “ only the 
U.S.S.R. and its satellites are forging ahead while the rest 
of the world is declining and quickly becoming a prey to 
communism.” As a consequence the Soviet public is 
gravely misled and, from time to time, suffer severe shocks 
when brought face to face with reality, such as when the 
Nazis rose to power. Further, this monolithic treatment 
of news gives the Soviet Press a dull and monotonous 
appearance, as the result of which circulation of newspapers 
is falling off; between 1938 and 1950 the overall circulation 
fell by it) percent., although population in the same period 
rose by 10 per cent.

Similarly, the administration of the law in the U.S.S.R. 
does not pretend to be impartial. A law court is “ the 
conductor of the policy of the Soviet rulers and judges must 
serve the fundamental aims of the Party.” The position 
of Public Prosecutor is peculiar and all-powerful, in that 
he can exercise supervision over the whole Court, not 
excepting over the judge himself. Should a judge acquit 
or give a sentence considered by the Public Prosecutor too 
light, the latter may register a protest—and the judge may 
find himself out of his job or even in a forced labour camp!
The profession of counsel for the defence is held in con
tempt. the ranks of the “ Colleges of Advocates ” being 
generally recruited from degraded judges, prosecutors or 
other discredited officials. In no case is any technical legal 
training required for these offices. This judicial system has 
been imposed on all satellite countries.

One of the great achievements claimed for the Bolsheviks 
is the elimination of illiteracy in the former Czarist empire.

KING
While admitting that this is so quantitatively, 9ua*'tj r# 1 
...............................................  its mam- a“the author calls the results in question, us .¡0ji 
sole purpose, he argues, is to facilitate the propaga 0| 
Marxism; as Lenin has said it would enable the P 
consciously to participate in political life. The ""A ^pi

,pl(

known as the “ Alphabet of Lenin,” was a scheme
the Latin symbols for all languages in the Union. „,1 
the iidvantages of this literary revolution was that on ) 
writings as suited the Marxists-Leninists need be ini'_ ______________ ratio
lated into the new script, and thus the rising S.e^^ 0tll¡,

j>]
o

deviation and fifteen years later a change was made s.

would be unable to read the old literature of their '"L-rI
this latinisation came to be regarded as a “ cosmop0^
tongue. With the growth of the cult of Russian naU01.1.'iliti".

ll3‘Cyrillic or Russian characters, giving incidentally,* 
opportunity to discard writing which, in the interin1' 
become heretical.

This growing Russian nationalism or 
had other effects on the production of films, 
and books. Past (Czarist) Russian heroes, SUC’ 
Peter the Great, Ivan the Terrible, General SuvaroV'

imPerpK

were restored to their former eminence, and claims that^j,
things as locomotives, tramcars. tanks, submarines- P 
cillin, cine-camera, telegraph, telephone, etc., etc., 'vcrt-f|i. 
inventions of Russians were loudly proclaimed- 
adulation of the past, however, was not extended 10 
non-Russian nationalities. To laud a national hero oij ^  
Russian
Russians, would be to be guilty of “ bourgeois nations
tendencies! The Turkmenians were not permitted to 11 ^
the Latin scrip introduced by Kemal in Turkey 
found to be “ counter-revolutionary.”

In view of his bias it is not surprising to find that $
Kolarz regards atheism and godlessness as part and Pâ f(:
of the Communist tyranny. He claims that all the wof the Bolsheviks to suppress religion failed and they 
therefore to compromise by granting a “ limited toleriF'S.
rr'1- - Tl-----------1  a.’ * a • r a . • i -t ^  a 1The Russian Constitution of 1936, Article 124, Pcret'freedom of religious worship ” ; this has been interp1 
as granting the right to hold services, but not to have ‘ 
own schools, youth association or to make propag1' 1̂ 
All religious organisations, Orthodox, Catholic, Protes 
Mohammedan, Buddhist, etc., were treated with cl‘ 
severity in the earlier phase. Tn the latter 
Orthodox Church has been especially favoured as 
more Russian and nationalistic. Income tax i" 
U.S.S.R. has several scales; priests, like defence cot"1 
suffer the most onerous sgale.

SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER ESSAYS. By G W 
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T he D ev il’s Chaplain
j. (Continued from page 134)
Dr at: Edmonton, Taylor was introduced to the Rev. 
flection ,for wh°m he seems to have had a very strong 
^t-hearf j he was- says Taylor. “ the wisest, and best and 
s k e tc h ^  nian he had UP to that time ever 1“° !^  w  in the / lls character was later written by Robert Taylor 
478 n i ?  (published by Richard Carlile). No. 15, page 
nieilt ¡ntob®y 9- '829. Gaskin made him put an advertise- 
rePentan l le T‘n,es- written in Latin, " declaring his 

so that he could be completely reconciled to 
Was on her Church—as well as to his own mother, whc 
“ infidev,U o f  sickness caused by the shock of his 
of PriJUT And >n it he declared that, “ m a delirium 
anyth; ’ le was ready to recant, to avow, or to publis 
'V.n«?.that should be called for.” Later, he assisted 
lion at Newington Church so well, that the congrega
tes ,lu,ally invited him to preach there. But, though ul 
shoulH ulation> and the burning of his sceptical books 
the l- have silenced his “infidel” doubts, it did nothing of 
eveni ‘nd: F°r even while on his knees in prayer one 
down!? February, 1819, he began to realise what a 
of at> '8ht fool and idiot he must be, at thirty-live years 
throf’ tobe at the baby’s game still, and not to have seen 
his nH' dle trick, by which fools and knaves of not ha 
^ y ral gifts, had pushed him from his chance in the 

*ti °
|tCa
¿01

[ntil stjn This, however, did not prevent him
Preaching in Newington Church, where he was a 

'Uftnn,'°Urite—as well as at Tottenham, Edmonton,'gate
?athe and Enfield.

s°rt of lo his surprise, he discovered that “ a different 
'‘td Ho 0ctrine was required at each of these churches; 
"'°re jj, Wo schemes of divinity in the world were ever 
f EHni;lmetrically contradictory to each other than that 
%kly n!0n. and Enfield so that he was obliged, as he 
!jaalms admits, and as even his pious mother felt no
latrine‘ n°Ul’ to P'ease both, on the principle of “ my 
l âvs • Is not mine, but his that pays me.” He wasIleo-* ■ a OrPQf  _____ ___1_ .1- A. r% ... »1- t i ltitled t^reat s.uccess; so much so that the Rev. Mr. Lloyd 
u!,(l A/f.\ 0 Publish a little pamphlet on the Awful Aposlacyi\l j.. * ••‘••»nil HIV puill|/lllvl. VZII UIC / I II / I

, -igne,|WĈ /oi<v Repentance of the Rev. Robert Taylor— 
actually as “ a Judas-Kiss, professing kindness.

'hew ing
to
?dn

niat g»ai and intending to prevent that dying away of auer ’ ir» At... ! a ...u .1 . h ,i. . 1. ... . . . *i_i.

"¡itfell) ", ' ' J  •-,l • VJUOIMII. 1 1IV paillJJIUH WVIll IU HIV

Snin ■ ascr‘bing the “ apostacy ” to hereditary madness 
M'ristia ‘n, the family; actually, it was Robert’s fanatically

‘«uier ” * * j ° jany f "i order that it could do all the harm possible
ulure prospects of his late curate. This was

gth o feVen. Fy Hr. Gaskin. The pamphlet went to the

. - -  ‘ « m u ; ,  t t n u a i i j ,  i t  vv

Niinr. '.a  brother William who became insane—“ Infidelity 
es Robert Taylor, ‘ 

jPr,„ -j ^f insanity, and tb 
y to it. in the world.”

anj8/ ’ declares Robert Taylor. “ the greatest preventative 
kn^^edy  of insanity, and the surest counteractive of all

s- e ultimate, Lloyd’s pamphlet did its mischievoush rk: f[’r®aeiic i>rf as soon as the various churches where he 
| e Was  ̂ , Und °ut that he once had been an “ infidel,” 
i^hdon ,!tVer given another chance. The then Bishop of
• r°’e t rf  became later the Archbishop of Canterbury)
• Hd fi. 9r' Gaskin, and very clearly hinted that Taylor 

rmic|UVe no help from him as he was quite “ unworthy
Nvi0Ur, as to gather up the crumbs that fell from his 

m;,S *able, and should hardly think of aspiring againto ,  .
!)c b f i stry which he had so dishonoured 
'Or L. 'tl...........'or

aspiring again 
As for Lloyd,

■nil  ̂ told Taylor that there could be no advancement 
Allh‘' the “ background ” being h is proper place. 

a liyfjj °ugh he had some money, it was necessary to earn 
So he advertised in The Timex offering £300 if he

( 1784-1844) By H. CUTNER
could be put into a situation compatible with his belief of 
Deism, and was answered by a couple of swindlers who 
found no difficulty in cheating him out of far more money 
than his mere £300. The swindling was very well done,* 
and far cleverer men than Robert Taylor would have fallen 
this way. His mother refused to see him any more, his 
brothers treated him with indescribable cruelty, he was soon 
without money, friends, and even relatives. At last, 
through an unexpected piece of good fortune, he managed 
to obtain a situation in Birmingham. It was a post in a 
school kept by a Mr. Forster, who treated him with great 
kindness. His old master, Mr. Partridge, sought him out 
and renewed his friendship—though Taylor was always a 
little afraid that Lloyd’s pamphlet would follow and 
“ betray ” him.

Curiously enough. Taylor did not break off his connec
tion with the Church altogether even then. He was given 
the curacy of Yardley under the rectorship of the Rev. 
Dr. Fell—one of those clergymen “ who always took care 
to be in the right by going to sleep whenever there was any 
danger of anything like sensible conversation being brought 
forward.” He rather suspecteu his curate of infidel 
opinions but said nothing and left him fully in charge in 
Yardley. Taylor indeed became very popular and was 
very happy in his retreat. One of his old hospital-days 
friends, the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, also managed to get him 
to preach in his own church in Birmingham where Taylor 
decided to do the best he had ever done, drawing from the 
great divines, Tillotson. Bossuet, Young, Sherlock, Watts, 
and others, for his arguments and matter. He was invited 
afterwards to a great company which included many other 
clergymen, and in the argumentation which followed he 
found it impossible to restrain himself, openly confessing 
his doubts upon many “ sacred ” points. It was actually 
the beginning of the end.

As he had not been licensed to Yardley, his bishop wrote 
to him asking whether he was the “ hero ” of Lloyd’s 
pamphlet. He had to admit that he was, but threw himself 
upon the bishop’s Christian charity with a wealth of argu
ment drawn from all sorts of examples. Taylor was soon 
to learn that “ there is no more insane or unreasonable 
act, of which a reasonable man could be guilty, than an 
attempt to reason with a bishop. You’d have better success 
with a bulldog. . . . There never was a bishop in all the 
world who was capable of appreciating the virtue of his 
inferior in station.” The result was inevitable; it was a 
notice to quit—not only from Yardley, but from his school.

So once; again Robert Taylor was, as he puts it in his 
Autobiography, " unhoused, unhomed, unfed.” But before 
he left Yardley he decided upon one course of action worth 
recording: —

lie threw the reins upon the neck of that eloquence which truth 
alone can inspire, and let the irresistible waggery of his soul take 
its full glut in ciover. Every sermon was the finest and richest 
satire which his genius could dictate, coniine Voltaire, which imper
ceptibly unhinged the faith, and heaved the anchor of the religious 
convictions of the whole parish, and set ’em all afloat, lie  
inhdelized his entire congregation he inculcated the great duty of 
resolutely refusing to believe all doctrines whatever that did not 
square with reason, or that stood in the remotest connection with 
anything mysterious or unintelligible.

* One of the men was afterwards hanged.
(To be continued)
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This B elieving W orld
A London magistrate refused, the other day, to allow 

a young Roman Catholic girl to marry her Protestant 
fiance—and he was quite right. There is nothing like two 
kinds of the same religion to make a marriage thoroughly 
unhappy, especially when that religion is Christianity. For 
nearly 2,000 years the religion of gentle Jesus has stirred 
up more strife than possibly anything else in the world, 
and certainly in marriage. Why does not the B.B.C. stage 
a discussion to find out why Christians hate each other 
so much? ______

In an excellent article on Voltaire, our American con
temporary, Progressive World, for April, makes several 
quotations from him without “ chapter and verse ”—also 
the inevitable “ Though I do not agree with a word you 
say, J will defend with my life your right to say it,” and 
it is the only one put into italics to be singled out as the 
one quotation most characteristic of the great Freethinker. 
Unfortunately, Voltaire never said it, though this fact will 
not prevent it being quoted as his for centuries to come. 
Still, even this feeble effort to put the matter right might 
help to keep the celebrated quotation from being assigned 
to the wrong person. ______

In a recent number of the Readers' Digest was an article 
by a full-blooded Roman Catholic proving that the most 
distinguished quality of Popery was its universal tolerance. 
Catholics, maintained Mr. J. Cogley the author, never 
interfered with the religions of other people—everybody 
had a right to a different Church, though, of course, there 
was only one true religion—his own. Whether any 
Catholic who knows the history of his religion really 
believes this deliberate prevarication of the truth is another 
matter. Mr. Cogley must know that the history of the 
Papacy and its Church is one long story showing how 
Roman Catholicism tortured, imprisoned, and burnt alive, 
its opponents without pity or mercy: and wherever modern 
civilisation has not altogether penetrated, as in the Balkans, 
that story is still the same.

Moreover, the Heads of the Church have never denied 
their hatred of all opposition. The Church has never 
renounced its right to kill all heretics witness the Catholic 
Encyclopedia (Vol. 14, p. 768)—“ Heretics may not only 
be excommunicated but also justly put to death.” That is 
clear and unequivocal. In Evidence For Our Faith, J. H. 
Cavanaugh actually admits that “ not all Christians are 
willing to go ” as far as letting people have a religion of 
their own. He claims that there is a big difference between 
“ voodoo incantations,” or snake worship, and his own 
religion; and therefore the word “ tolerance ” can easily be 
misunderstood. But what actually is the difference between 
a voodoo incantation and the Catholic incantation which 
changes a wafer into the living Christ?

Though it is a fact that there is a small revival of interest 
in religion in America, Dr. W. H. Smith, who is a Professor 
of Theology at Pasadena, California, sadly admits that 
“ there is no spirit of confession of sin in our country.” 
There is also “ no urgent seeking after Christ as saviour.” 
But, thank God, he insisted on one consolation religion 
was far better off in America than in England where “ 95 
per cent, of the people never darken the door of a church.” 
Well, it all depends on what is meant by being “ better off.” 
We think we are better off here if it is true that 95 per cent, 
of our population never go to church. We may pven make 
it one day 100 per cent.

Forthright Gilbert Harding had no hesitation in calling 
a spook believer called Philip Paul on the TV, “ barmy,"

140 Friday, May 1 
. paul*■much to the disgust of all spook believers. . M* 

highly indignant, and in the Sunday Graphic 
Harding whether spook believers like Lodge,
Conan Doyle and others, were also barmy? Cer . #  
far as believing in spooks and fairies is concefl . uliti' 
Paul drags in the famous Borley Rectory th0, Fjy 
Harry Price found out that it was haunted n° 
seemed to know about it. But, of course, Mr. jon! 
does believe in spooks—in Roman Catholic ones, ^  (i,i 
as the Church guarantees them. And in both cases 
for spooks is hopeless credulity.

Crtfid)The Australian Sunday Christian Observance - t],.
a new one on us but it, like its English counteip 
Lord’s Day Observance Society, is horrified that t 
of Edinburgh watched the Australian cricket tea 
East Molesey last Sunday. Both Societies w°u . jy t’ 
much preferred the Duke and the Aussies mise p0rte' 
grovel on their knees all day before Christ Jesus- . uilJ 
nately, the two Societies were, more or less, P° 3>
to go to----- that is, the game was played with the v
a most interested spectator.

Theatre ^
The Teddy Bear, by James Warren, at the St. M® ^ 

Theatre, has an excellent idea which might have if* 
excellent play. Three factors have marred it. . ^

The author has allowed inaccuracies to creep 'J1' ^  
he has not used a masterly pen. The play is wrong*; îi 
notably with Roger Livesey as the criminal. The 
has been badly handled. In its favour are a $P W  
performance by Olga Lindo and the promising work 0 
juveniles Thomas Moore and Margaret McCourt- ^ > 
the idea, which is that the girl (Margaret M cCourt/^t 
long part unwittingly causes the man who killed her 1,1 
to give himself up to the police. )(je(

With so much against it the play’s chances are t, 
and yet—with obvious remedies—it could be ifl8t 
succeed. J j

The Wandering Jew, at the King’s Theatre, is P0'^1 
Wollit’s latest interpretation. As a part he makes » «  
deal of it and does it well. As a play those who 
free thought will find the religious element odious >*1‘ 
seriously. Better that it should be regarded PurCLjfl 
what to-day it so obviously appears to be, viz., a leg^1
tale. •WThe crowning scene, “ Spain in the Middle Ages ”, ^ ¡ i  
came last was by far the most eff ective, and in this Pa ! 
Burke gave us some acting which deserves to be 
remembered in the part of Olalla .Quintana. vi|l

Donald, Wolfit’s production comes over reasonably '
A Touch of Spring has been brought to Bolton’s 

by C.O. Productions. 1 his musical play, which >s y  
near to being revue, has been round the province* ‘ ¡ii 
most of the young players are making their deb*-1 
London. , i

The authors, John Dellacey and Adrian Dale, 
script which is far above its execution, but they si’1.:
avoid rhyming romance with dance, and love with
Ronnie Baker’s music is outstanding for rhythm, and I1 
a first-rate pianist. ^

The weakness in the show is that it demands too "Fy 
of the players, who are not all sufficiently versatile W j  
it through. Of the youngsters Lorna Dean has good 8*j|J 
personality; of the elders John Dellacey and Judy 
amused us greatly with late Victorian bathing costume8tt  
period songs. A show which is brisk, light and cheep

RAYMOND DOUGLA*
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the freethinker
Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C. 1. 

Telephone: Holborn 2601.

To C orrespondents
l|ovvever°'VlN'~ 'Yo11 certainly did not make your meaning clear. 
[he Fail,y’, / 01! Wl11 find full details in The Faith, the Falsity, and
( A l l , .  ^ O f  Cl  h r !  v i : ___ .. i  o : i  . . .  A . , o n r l  W n m i c f / A n

W.

«Alten“ & f i s t i a "  Science by Riley, Peabody, and Humiston 
'v

'̂TTENour.-

e«ate w7 , Unwi9 Ltd., Tstëi»)—“^Upon* her death, Mrs. Eddy’s 
^  ‘ appraised at three million dollars ” (page 227).

sll8gestiòn*JK ifItnnk you for your letter. We will pass on your 
E. w  10 Publication to the appropriate quarter.‘tOLgy_

 ̂ congratulations on the auspicious event.

Office tn 'T '- «  W‘U be forwarded direct from the Publishing 
0  4s, fin y  Jollowing rates (Home and Abroad): One year

:°o[u!,0n̂ nts

/i / '■
1,1 U-S.A., $3-50); half-year, 12s.; three months, 6s.

°nly gfjjeP,s are requested to write on one side of the paper 
iect ° make their letters as brief as possible.

Office should reach the Secretary of the N.S.S. at this
Orders ^ Friday morning.

hie literature should be sent to the Business Manager of 
i°t t0 ¡he* e [-css’ 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.I, and

Lecture N otices, Etc.
"^ford n Outdoor ’

7'i0 n . f e l t  N.S.S. (Broadway Car Park).—Every Sunday, 
Manc|i H. Day and A. H. Wharrad.

\  e.Ster Stanch N.S.S. (Deansgate Bomb Site).—Every week- 
°̂ni) P m‘: Messrs. Woodcock and Barnes.
«eiUM°no0n branch N.S.S. (White Slone Pond, Hampstead 

1 Sunday, 12 noon: L. Ebury.
Mr » Rranch N.S.S. (Barker’s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:

\V,;S( '■ Samms.
■i Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch). — Every Sunday at
O’m ' anc* 8 p.nt. Sunday, May 3: Messrs. Ebury, Cleaver, 

IU- and Wood.

V h  p Indoor
W.c | ,ace Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
the w 'n^unday , H a.m.: Prof. J. C. Fluoel, D.Sc., “ What is

 ̂ N otes and N ew s
c°‘ilei Fave referred on several occasions to our Oriental 
l;ite(l ■!PQrary> T’/ie Indian Rationalist, and have congratu- 
pr‘nci *1 ° n l*1e stout Hs^t which it is putting up for the

* ACS o f  R  B t i A n n l i c m  in t h n  I nHi nn Q i i h - m n t i n o n lof Rationalism in the Indian sub-continent 
Mitio?1 milrtemorial superstitions. Amongst the super- 
«0 Z l  which in, apparently, both East and West, seems 
Psenc)Vc fevived in recent years, is the superstition, or 
Uruj ° 'Sc*ence of astrology. Most of our Sunday papers 
Wolf n°wudays, a good many of our week-day ones as 
Or ’ ^ a s  a regular feature. “ What the Stars Foretell,” 
the cnie similarly intriguing title. In India, apparently, 
' i l e g e T ^ P ^ y  situation 's even worse. For in this 
May c ^  “ Secular State ” it seems that State subsidies 
of ^  °°n be granted for the official teaching of the cult 
that ev Stars- (Here we have still not got quite as far as 
r*t*su ■’) Accordingly, we regard it as opportune to 
The £  "! «he columns of The Freethinker the fine article. 
¡0 j 'i‘'s'x of Astrology, by E. Laurent, recently published 
tVaitjpf h ’dian Rationalist. Incidentally, we are still 
Us l() It (or an explanation from our astrological experts 
heni What new planetary influence is now exercising its 

Coti "tfluence since the death of J. V. Stalin, upon the 
°  d W ar ” !

Our Theatrical Critic, Raymond Douglas, is, like so 
many contributors to this journal, a man of parts and 
varied interests. Mr. Douglas is, inter alia, a keen student 
of Witchcraft and has, in particular, made a first-hand 
study of the evidence for the career and tragic death ot 
the famous Joan of Arc. We shall shortly publish in 
several issues a study by Mr. Douglas which seeks to 
establish that the national heroine of France, now a 
canonised saint of the Catholic Church, was, in actuality, 
a priestess of the witchcraft cult which lurked in the back
waters of mediaeval Europe and that her “ voices ” which 
inspired her to expel the English from France had actually 
nothing to do with Christianity. That, in brief, “ Saint 
Joan ” way actually what she was burnt for—a witch, 
from the point of view of the Church, a “ devil- 
worshipper.”

Some little time back we published an outspoken and 
controversial, article by our contributor, Mrs. Allpress, 
on the vexed question of Euthanasia. We have just 
received a letter from Dr. C. F. Potter, Founder and First 
President of the “ Euthanasia Society of America,” who 
expresses his interest in our cpntributor’s approach to the 
whole question. Dr. Potter would welcome contacts with 
any English Freethinkers who might be interested in the 
subject. Dr. Julian Huxley and other British Rationalists 
already sit on Dr. Potter’s Advisory Board. The address 
of the “ Euthanasia Society of America” is: “ Hotel 
Ansonia,” Broadway at 73rd Street, New York, 23, N.Y.. 
U.S.A.

A partheid
I favour Apartheid 
For the White; ,
The Black man’s right.

1 favour Apartheid 
For the Japs—
Unpleasant chaps.

I favour Apartheid 
For Nazi and Fascist;
They will not be missed.

1 favour Apartheid 
For the Catholic priest;
Of Christian clerics quite the trickiest.

I favour Apartheid
For those that lend money
At interest—it’s not funny.

1 favour Apartheid 
For Bikini -Monte Bello,
A most dangerous fellow.

1 favour Apartheid
For McCarthy and McCarran;
May they die of the mange and the murrain.

1 favour Apartheid 
For me, the writer;
Und so vveiter.

A prison cell
That shuts the world away
Would suit me well.

S.Y.
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The Basis of Astrology
By E. LAURENT

MOST people are still under the delusion that astrology 
is a science. The universities in India corrupt the youth 
by teaching this pseudo-science. A resolution urging State 
aid to astrology has been tabled in the Indian Parliament 
by a member from Travancore-Cochin. It is the duty of 
Rationalists to wean the public from this craze by exposing 
the basic fallacy of astrology. 1 propose in this article to 
discuss one aspect of astrology, viz., the groundwork on 
which the astrologer bases his ingenious calculations.

Primitive man believed that the earth was fixed and the 
sun, the moon and the stars travelled round and round the 
earth. Copernicus exploded this myth and to-day every 
schoolboy knows that the earth is revolving round the 
sun. But astrology is based upon the pre-Copern¡can 
mythology of the fixed earth and heavenly bodies moving 
around it. Let those who believe in astrology sink this 
elementary fact into their thick brains that astrology is 
based upon pre-Copernican astronomy which was dis
proved 500 years ago.

Astrology owes its origin to the belief of primitive man 
that heavenly bodies were) conscious living beings devoting 
their powers and concentrating their attention upon human 
beings inhabiting this earth and taking the trouble to 
regulate the events in the life span of every single individual 
human being. This belief was in consonance with the 
knowledge and environment of savages whose lives were 
at the mercy of elemental forces and who sought to 
propitiate those forces by deifying them and worshipping 
them. But now we know that the stars and the planets 
are not living beings but huge balls of fire and that this 
earth of ours is a small planet revolving around the sun 
which is a minor star of the universe and that this universe 
itself is but a small fraction of a bigger universe most of 
which we cannot get at even by our telescopes. It is 
fantastic to imagine, with all the knowledge that wo now 
have of the nature of heavenly bodies, that they have 
minds and are concentrating their attention upon us, poor 
humans inhabiting an infinitesimal portion of the universe.

According to astrology the position of the stars at the 
birth of an individual and their consequent movements 
determine the occurrences in that individual’s life. Among 
the celestial bodies that intluence human lives there are 
three types singled out: firstly, the twelve constellations 
represented by the twelve signs of the zodiac, known as 
twelve ra« i in Indian astrology, secondly, the nine planets 
or grahas, and thirdly, the 27 groups of stars which indicate 
the consecutive position of the moon during its 27 days’ 
cycle.

The zodiac is an imaginary belt in the sky consisting of 
twelve constellations having as its mesial line the ecliptic 
or the great circle round which the sun appears to travel 
in the course of the year. The twelve constellations have 
been called by the ancients according to the imaginary 
figure formed by their rough outline in the sky: thus Aries 
(the ram), Taurus (the bull), Gemini (the twins). Cancer 
(the crab), Leo (the lion), Virgo (the virgin), Libra (the 
scales), Scorpio (the scorpion), Sagittarius (the archer), 
Capricornus (the goat), Aquarius (the water carrier), and 
Pisces (the fishes). The sun enters the constellation “Aries ’’ 
on the 22d of March and passes the twelve signs one after 
the other during the twelve months of the year.

Since we now know that the sun does not move and 
that the earth is revolving round the sun, it is clear that 
the sun appears to us to be moving from one constellation 
to another because we set; it at different dates during the 
year from different points of the moving earth. These

)latioHs
signs of the zodiac represented by the twelve c°ns and 
or rasis were fixed by the astrologers of 2000 years ̂ cejjng
as the stars in heaven are constantly moving, sonic r ^  
from us and some approaching us, the zodiac has_c ^  
its shape in the course of these 20 centuries. It-1S ,
to students of astronomy that our pole star is differs flat 
that of the Egyptians. Astronomers have discover■ ¡„j 
the inclination of the earth’s axis is gradually ^
with the result that the stars appear to have chang 
positions. This is known as precession of the M "  ,¿1) 
This means that the basic framework of astrology*1 6itji 
the signs of the zodiac, is all wrong. During the ^  
centuries since the zodiac was invented the star hilVirn - -x-il^+innS .changed their positions by 30 deg. The constellatin' .p  
turned a full sign and they have in fact moved into ^
bouring “ houses ” or rasis. This makes nonsense y
original theories and the calculations based on the ^  
few modern astrologers who have picked up a know ^  
of astronomy pretend to bring their science up t° ‘ 
by modifying their calculations allowing for this m°v ji 
of the stars. But such calculations are too compll c a  ̂
be tackled by any but competent astronomers. W .. 
mere astrologer pretends to such specialised mathem 
knowledge we may take it that he is an imposter. ^  

Another material with which our astrologers work f. 
the planets. The word planet literally means wan rj. 
Those heavenly bodies that change their position cotw ^  
lively quickly have been called the planets, ko , 
astrologer they are nine in number, viz., the Sun. j, 
Mercury, Mars, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Khe ^  
It is evident that the astrologer still thinks tha1 ¡, 
sun is a planet (wanderer) and that the ear nag0 
the fixed centre. Rahu and Khethu have long 
dissolved into mythology. In olden days two -i
snakes which swallowed and vomited the sun and 
moon were invented to explain the solar and lunar ecbP1 lay
and legends have grown around these monsters. To'% 
every schoolboy knows how the eclipses are caused. 
bringing into existence the mythical Rahu and Khet ,) 
astrologers take no notice whatever of the newly-discoy^ 
planets Neptune, Uranus and Pluto, besides the Earth 
which the astrologers do not yet realise is just a planet'

Along with the twelve rasis and grahas mentioned aba „ 
the movements of the 27 groups of stars are also ta^j 
into consideration to cast the horoscope. For all pr&ct |(1 
purposes the stars are in the same position in relating  ̂
the earth throughout the year. Their apparent change 
position is due to the earth’s movement round the sl|i, 
If at all the distances of the stars vary they do so only 
the extent of 184 million miles (diameter of the eao { 
orbit) which is very negligible compared with the imtne' j, 
distance of the stars from the earth. The nearest star ¡. 
3f light years from the earth, i.e., 21 x 10u miles app1"0^  
mately. Taking it for granted that the movement of l<(, 
stars affect the events in our life, are our astrologer ‘J 
competent as to calculate the quantum of the change a 
to assess the effect due to so minute a change?

1 am aware of the argument advanced by The Mysif11 ■ 
Weekly that whatever may be the defects in its foundatinj. 
its structure and its calculations, astrology produces resu1,, 
Don’t the predictions sometimes at least prove corr^L 
Does it not follow, therefore, that there is something >r 
astrology? This funny argument can be advanced by 
quack to bolster up his pretence. Out of numerous P1̂  
dictions in regard to the future some one or two & 
succeed at some time or other. Applying the laV
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Pr°babiiitv
•he case y,* °ne in a hundred may succeed. Often, as in 
Ptobabiliu! p/ edicting the sex of a child to be born, the 
male or f» ° , Success is 50 per cent. The child has to be 
chance 0f ni . and whatever you say has a 50 per cent, 
fhenonien ^r-°V’n£ correct- Moreover there is a peculiar 
'‘'¡lures i 1 ln f>0Puiar psychology by which while the 
hered, Un jet,al1 forgotton only the successes are remem- 
•¡nie, one *bcse lucky guesses are added on from time to 
achievenie°tVer l*le. other, until they appear a huge pile of 
¡•titled ■■ It is forgotton that if the failures are also 
infinitely &r'pn fa !*̂ e manner they will make up a pile

' greater in size.

Belief in astrology persists among the masses and is 
rampant among the educated classes. Newspapers and 
periodicals make tons of money and charlatans carry on a 
roaring trade exploiting this ancient superstition. Astrology 
is developing into a menace to public peace and tran
quillity. Gullible and weak-minded people are cheated of 
their all by designing rogues who pretend to possess the 
power to foretell the future by means of astrology. While 
there are a few misguided astrologers who may believe in 
this pseudo-science, the vast majority of professionals arc 
hardened criminals who deliberately defraud the public.

—Reprinted from The Indian Rationalist.

Floods Galore
% Re
as

By F. S.
-  l0 , ' Plenty of evidence to settle the vexed question 
Evidenc' • er or not the deluge actually took place, 
^olonv IS t0 be found plentifully in History, Mythology, 
ajniosi .llKl Astr°nomy. Of the 400 religions on Earth 
¡¡On 0 ‘fhout exception each one contains a Hood tradi- 
m etUio^h. Apart from Old Testament history Plato 
and “ q S !ac deluge tradition in his dialogues “ Timteus ” 
•he gre.rit!as-” He writes about a universal deluge in which
V ,  ,;1! ¡.s*and continent of Atlantis (from which, by the 
direful u Atlantic gets its name) was submerged in “ one

There and lerr*ble night.”
exis, ,ls evidence that this great island continent did 
"f £u nd ¡hut its empire included parts of the continents 
hit) r Pc and Africa, and that the tops of its great moun- 
s|oty now exist as the Azores in mid-Atlantic. This

r ,r°noW , ier. but unfortunately his work is not' available to 
•he if,’ readers, not having been translated into English. 
Partly L°ry Was boycotted by other astronomers at the time 
Se®Qleu ecause °f jealousy, and partly because it may have 
PiOre , lo them to be too far fetched, but it now comes 
V rand more into line with modern astronomical

"'«ty ___ _ „ „  . . . _  .  _____ _______ ___________  ____
S £  Pluto’s deluge is corroborated by the Hoerbiger 

theory. Hans Hoerbiger was an eminent Austrian

ery-
to Hoerbiger universal space is filled with 

Particles in a state of utmost rarefaction and this 
hodjes T however tenuous, offers resistance to all moving 
that h’ ¡1 s,°ws down bodies moving in their orbits, so 
enterjn°aie,s revolving round a centre cannot move on re- 
sPir;i, s g Sjrcles or elipses but on inward-tending elliptic 
b>rvvar | i/ he idea of this rarefied spatial medium was put 
reCem \ 1y Hoerbiger over 30 years ago, but rejected. Tn 
aCceptertStr° nomical ta*̂ s by llie the theory is nowan„ eu, thus proving that Hoerbiger’s tenet was*«0.
•hat o1Ced before
fiua^6 sun and all the great stars exhale prodigious 

t L  les °f hydrogen into space.
P,er>clei f niust have been quite a number of similar inde- 
Piirth P,anets which got into the gravitational pull of the 
"ig s and hecame “ captured ” and eventually approach

its time. It is now known, and accepted.

tie: so
lcend close that disintegration took place, the debris 
hrien"18 UP°n {he Earth.

•(>ok „ y’ Hoerbiger’s theory is that the deluge (Noah’s)
br0, P lacr ’c about 15,000 years ago and that this deluge was 
Miû ”‘L about by the Earth’s “ capture ” of the planet 
accordOUr Present moon, f say our present moon, because 
%0n ln? , to this theory it isn’t by any means our first 

Hoerbiger reckons that there have been three 
So that there must have been similarN o n e  0erb,6ei

0<i,aees n i00ns- 
R HoCruat each “ capture.”
Effect ° l>’.er postulates that the planets do not describe 

e'Iipses, but that they travel in their orbits in con- 
Paths, and to make the case quite clear T will quote

HOUGHTON
him: “ What happened was this: A small planet, Luna, 
whose orbit lay between the Earth’s and that of Mars had 
spiralled steadily closer. It being much smaller than our 
Earth it was only a matter of lime before the small outer 
planet came so close to the Earth that serious gravitational 
interference was to be expected. It was especially at these 
periodic conjunctions where the Earth was at its aphelion 
and the small planet at its perihelion that the two bodies 
wielded their greatest influence upon one another. The 
Earth moving at its slowest, and Luna at its fastest, they 
followed for a while a path which was practically parallel. 
Eventually the smaller planet came so close that it could no 
longer escape the gravitational pull of the Earth and was 
‘ Captured.’ Henceforth Luna was forced to move round 
the Earth as its satellite and became our present moon.”

This “ capture ” caused a terrestial cataclysm, the waters 
of the polar seas left their beds, being drawn from north 
and south by the “ capture ” flood, wide areas of the Earth 
becoming permanently submerged. Much of the air being 
lost into outer space and the waters piling up 
into a watery girdle in an equatorial belt. Thus the 

(deluge. Everyone knows that the moon exerts a 
tidal effect upon the earth. It was during this cataclysm 
that the island continent in mid-Atlantic disappeared, 
becoming suddenly submerged. There were many other 
similar occurrences. England became separated from the 
mainland of Europe. The Mediterranean sea was formed. 
Further proof of inundation is to be found in the Congo 
river bed which runs for about 100 miles under the Atlantic 
Ocean, proving that without doubt the river mouth was at 
one time so much farther off. Then there is the numerous 
evidences of marine remains in various places which cannot 
otherwise be accounted for.

Geological examination of our coal measures prove that 
these parts of the country have been beneath the sea on 
several occasions. So that the Old Testament writers, 
knowing nothing about these things, had to rely upon 
their imagination to account for the persistent flood tradi
tion which was universally held, and which could not be 
gainsaid. The way they did account for it was by the 
Noah’s flood story. ___________

Correspondence
MENTAL HOSPITALS

S ir,—Mr. Sharpe’s defence of “ menial hospitals,” published in 
your April 3 issue, will not bear analysis. A “ medical superin
tendent ” may walk through each ward twice a day, but that is 
not the same thing as giving redress to anyone complaining. A 
“ social welfare officer ” may be paid to perform certain duties, 
but who is going to see, that she does? Certainly not the Board 
of Control, which would not bother about complaints neglected 
by the “ superintendent ” cither.

It is not natural that a “ mental hospital ” should always be 
locked. According to report, some of them have only one or two
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closed wards on the, male side and also on (he female side, i.e., 
two to four closed wards altogether. 1 do not know what danger 
attaches to leaving w.c.s unlocked: it is surely better to accompany 
potential suicides than to make them an excuse for refusing people 
proper access, which was obviously the abuse to which 1 was 
referring.

Four single blankets over the top sheet (usually an inmate is 
forced to have one under the bottom sheet, which would leave him 
only three) are not enough in an unheated dormitory in mid-winter. 
Folded double, they afford more adequate, but really insufficient 
cover, but their weight lends to make one very round shouldered. 
An eiderdown, or perhaps a rug, is necessary: without it comfort, 
so desirable, is impossible.

“ Occupational therapy ” I Itavc seen used to get “ patients ” 
lo turn out the maximum possible quantity of saleable goods. 
Compulsory games, cinema, etc., can be sources of annoyance, 
and compulsory unnecessary exercise.—Yours, etc.,

F. H ilton, Ph.D.
HOMO SAPIENS!

Slit,—There has been a lot of talk about the growing shortage of 
food in the world with the cry that, with more organisation and 
more elfort on the part of the present population, the world may 
be able to feed twice the present number. Why the cry of more 
and more production, in particular, children? Is there not a thought, 
in the world, for the poor things, who never asked to come to 
this Vale of Tears?

The men who started organised religion for their own gain, in 
many cases, are to blame for the descent of man to the Ant Hill. 
With greater organisation, man is slowly changing. To-day thfc 
results of the descenl can be seen in all walks ot life. The mass 
breakdown of the human nervous system, in time a new form will 
take its place, better able to deal with the organised ant hill type 
of life. Our work is such that the brain of Homo Sapiens is 
seldom if ever asked to function. From school to the grave, the 
answers are pushed in; all that is required of man to-day is to 
select the right answers. A job an electronic machine can do better. 
One of the higher works of man was Law. To-day the lawyer 
is nothing but a clever little Fox Terrier doing clever tricks for 
the amusement of his bosses. The Law, for the good of man, is 
dying rapidly. The first law of the Ant Heap is no one shall think, 
and our lawyers see that it is carried out, to the best of their ability.

If a man wants to live a full and happy life, it is not necessary 
for him to do masses of the Ant slave work, which is so popular 
to-day. He can still live a full, happy and well-fed life without 
work, or with very little, and one day he may reach the next higher 
stage of evolution, where the answers to all may be clear. If man 
does not want to live as Homo Sapiens, he can go to any Ant Hill 
and see what future life will be like. Mass production and then 
mass destruction, for no reason at all, but, just because it is part of 
the organisation which must go on, for the brain that once controlled 
its actions has gone.—Yours, etc., R. G. K itchen.

THE CHURCHES AND POLITICAL POWER
T he N eed tor U nderstanding and V igilance

Sir, Mr. Warhurst is afraid I am seeing things. I trust he is 
correct and that 1 am not merely seeing things but, what really 
matters, seeing through things. I certainly did not say “ the Church 
is becoming a sinister menace.” What I did say was that the 
“ sinister menace ” faces us. It is no new phenomenon, but it 
is certainly true that to-day, religion is using and being used by 
political power in a fashion that must claim our most serious 
attention.

The Church does not own the country. A more correct state
ment would he that it is only one of the reactionary forces that 
keep the workers in subjection and obtains its not inconsiderable 
share in the gamble for the whole of the wealth produced by the, 
human labour. The owners are not merely one small group, but 
are organised in many, of which one is the political, using the word 
in its broadest sense, the Executive, notwithstanding its being 
regarded by the public by its own designation as the “ Legislative,” 
with the Sovereign as its figure-head.

H. W. in his letter appears to claim to have a clear understanding 
of the “ facts of fife.” That being so, it amazes me to find his 
pathetic faith that championship of social well-being was to be 
hoped for in a scion of the German family that has given rulers 
to a large section of Europe, and has always had an important part 
in the reactionary forces. My point re the abdication was that the 
Church claimed to, and in fact did refuse to recognise the secular 
law of the country re divorce. For the rest, my desire was to 
point out how small, well-organised groups are obtaining power 
over the nation, by using their organised power in many ways, 
i.e., the threat of the vote, boycott both trade and social, and' in 
many other ways, and we ignore this at our peril.

There is a growing tendency on the part of advanced movements 
to make concessions in various directions in the hope that their 
popularity will increase by, as it is claimed, attracting and not

F rid a y , m ay

repelling the adherents of the other side. Many of us k']9"' tDfli
Wf> an »  n n a n »  „11 I . 1.., , . . . . J in *we are giving, all history tells what 
—Yours, etc.,

I »1UC. IVldllJ

the progressive has ë°wATgö>'* 
James H. m

APrUJ *Qll , , THE BENTLEY CASE ,
i ,i.1R” u lave read Mr. Round’s letter in your issue o r - i  

thought everyone knew that Ministers have very little to a« 
such matters as reprieves. In practice they are invariably %)( 
by the Permanent Civil Servant at the Home Office who Is " ;T 
he department dealing with reprieves. No Minister eve „  (# 

i .• Hj \Ua decision. I used to know'the official in quesh #  
letnea) and he was known to his friends as “ the man N 
the power of life or death.”—Yours, etc., .„ .0rf

R. G. ABiu

S ir,— Re 
was so admirs

TERROR OVER YUGOSLAVIA ,
Terror Over Yugoslavia,” by Avrò Manhattan’ ^j. 

■ably reviewed in The Freethinker of April '■ JT
i n i  i s r  t i l l*  h „ „ i .  .......................  ......... 1 .. I . , , o r  th e  1

ml i nc i-reeinuiKer cm
On pp. 100, 101, of this book one may read a letter 
o which, it is stated, is Dr. P. Grisogono 

|ii an article in "" 
written by Bogdan

—• ? *■*» • * . vji jauj^unu. ,,*<7 jt ,
The Commonweal (U.S.A.) of March f ” pte' 
Raditza (a former Chief of the Foreig f

1$

Department for Tito's Government), one reads: “ . . ■ 9 *e.!,eoi" 
the authenticity of which has been often denied by Dr. Gr' i-' 
. . .  I lns writer [Bogdan Raditza] has received a letter >ri’ ris ! 
dated February 19, 1953, stating: ‘ . . . I refuse to have rib 
used in connection with an apocrif [fake] letter. . . .' ” .

Has Mr. Manhattan been taken in by a fake, or, in keepi™*? 
Roman Catholic tradition, does the fault lie with Mr. Ra ,niiv* n 11 rc t ,, — —Yours, etc.,

MISERY-MONGERS

w m i  tv.*-
A. S. Beards'1

ifil, SlR.^The last paragraph in “ This 'Believing W orld”
1153) poses the question: “ Why do so many misery'9 
manage to get elected so often to Town Councils?” pf

I would hazard the guess that more people would rathe |]£|iv 
more trouble to make others more miserable than to make g, 
selves happy.—Yours, etc., Arthur E. CarI’eN

QUERY? , .'0»
■” l(’ I once had a note of a phrase I often heard in tb. .pi1’ 

country, ’ viz., “ the great lying Church,” attributed to 
•j  c  ̂ quoted the saying recently, and was asked where 

said that. And having lost my reference, 1 was rather taken a f 
o tell me, who, and where, maKLDo you know, and care to .........

statement, 1 shall be greatly obliged. ' J
For many years—in the times of G. W. Foote, and 

Cohen (whom I frequently heard speak in Glasgow, Scotm 
I was a constant reader of The Freethinker, and found it 11 SF| id 
paper on its subject, and completely reliable. And (I think) 1 ^  
in The Freethinker I first saw the above-mentioned phrase- 
not seen The Freethinker very often since those far-away 
but I still “ slay fast ” with its teachings—albeit, 1 have P ¡/ 
lieyond its original, basic, purely “ Rationalistic ” expk1'1’’, ,/  
History is a much more complex thing than just,simple “ c9'1 
sense ” issues and derivative origins. ,||ir

If you would care to send it to me for six months, 1 
I should like to see it again, for old times’ sake. Let me ,, ' 
—if you feel like it—at your leisure. The world has change9 .[pi 
greatly since those days, and 1 fancy it would be highly i9tr  V 1.’ 
to note its philosophy of the day. That it was right in.'S^jS 
ceptions of the origin of ” religions ” and the “ supersit1!' JJ
/~vf tU„ “ f-'u........u '■> :..............,.i —  a i -i .uni P.

puons oi me origin 01 religions and the super*'1*: iQ 
of the “ Church ” is undoubted. And ye*, while all that R- ii 

T — ........-  ........ — ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ken o"

eaniPij'

—---- - -  ̂ . i mu vvuiio tut i»*— !
clear, I meet very few—very few indeed—who have shaken 0 
“ toils of priestcraft.” T";

lo me

1,119 |z i il o il i  d  1.1. . ,j lv ,
There is another phrase 1 ran across lately which is meaWl’!'vVi 
me, as to bool, “ The red roses of Heliogabalus.” I kne"* 

rieliogabalus ” is, but the sense of it I do not know.
Thanking you, meantime, and apologising for this intrus' 
ours, etc., G eo. R. R

RICHARD CARRINGTON
Nottingham Branch lost a stalwart supporter on Friday, A_P’ ¡¿if 

in Mr. R. (Dick) Carrington, of Hucknall, who died in hisei? if t 
year, He had been a reader of The Freethinker and supp°r ,l( T 
N.S.S. for many years and joined the Nottingham Branch 
formation. He was a great admirer of G. W. Foote, Cl'-'1 
Cohen ttnd J. T. Lloyd.

Mr. Carrington had not been well for a long time and 
not leave the house but his letters to the Nottingham B r a n d 1 »' 
always bright and cheery and full of good wishes for its sly|i''

Mr. Carrington was cremated at Wilford Hill (Notting’’|*’f 
Crematorium) on Wednesday, April 17. His widow and m e y , 
of the family attended, also friends and members of the 
A Secular Service was carried out by the undersigned in accof ' 
with his wishes. T. M. Mos'
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