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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Migrations o f a God throes of
^  the Year 1916 when the world vfaan eUgious world 

W  world war, the English,BpeaMng, ftnCe of *
v'1Vs astonished and scandalised .1, brilliant
'"wel written about ancient h\st.or̂ nl ti0n was entitled 
novelist of the day. 'l> e  novel m q » e sub_title A

'1’lie Brook Kerith,”  and it  bor®J  ig a recognised 
^'iun Tale.”  The historical nov gpaCe ana
'tpvavy medium which, ranges ^ vate, there is o
'!u,c- But, in a Christian land, a a • ))eVSOn, which aie
tMnB' place and, above all, one 1  ̂  aV0%ved works 
Vwvasanct and must not be me lbe time is 1',;
f  fiction. The place is Palestine .< verhoten

century a .i>. W h ilst it  1* .Jesus
llpthidden) to have as a Hero o £ r £ ity,”  p e*aP »
" Nazareth, ‘ ‘ the Pounder ot ' about him .
U>" much fiction 1ms already been cluble Anglo-

'• I'lie Brook Kerith ”  startled th^re l ̂  more
’* * * »  public of a generation »o . heterodox} cilsilv L. • than now by)' Sti --~ • widu J
conV(,,'j.; because it so daringly violated all these 
'¡on J .,onal taboos. For its time is the first gDf rin». genera-
Ce,1t’Ur\- 0111 eia* place is the Palestine of the first 
still  ̂ A,t)vu 1 • and— crowning blasphemy to pious ears
ctnt̂ a] ,!lec* Victorian perspectives!— its “  hero ”  and
°t the K 1̂ Ure’ round whose doings the entire “  plot 
> C ] T evolv^  is Jesus of Nazareth— none other !— 
had |)eU as an historical though human figure, who 
W » !  iaken down from the cross alive and subse- 

Pu|. I ^ u§&*ed away by his disciples.
(!(mti bl’ieily, the “ p lo t ”  of “ The Brook Kerith ”  
!tl°fteiii 'm01111̂  what we may relevantly term the “  post- 
^sten { adventures of Jesus of Nazareth. Not, we 

0 a(M> “  nost-mortem ”  in the sense under- 
m legends that have clustered 

Resurrection and Ascension of this 
The gifted author lias here gone to a

Hí>ocl i ,luu> post-mortem 
Ul’ou'llfì ^ ltì Christian leg 
'•■I:..! t u: alleged R£

. ’btli
«rent"r, nil

U) er 111 heretical source for his information, to 
j‘1UsUull C!̂ e.lû  that recorded how Jesus, after his 
'Wij l)ricf sojourn on the cross, lmd been taken
(|* V.e and had been later spirited away to a place 
s]0\vi ; ,).y his friends, where the tortured Messiah had 

T}ds (e°vered from his frightful ordeal.
ye,,ftion of the Jesus saga—“  myth ’ ’ might, 

''non ‘ , ue nere the more appropriate term— was current 
Pel,Saas’ X° lrie early Christian heretical sects of Unitarian 
\v fsoi,1011 ari(*1 as wé shall shortly observe, is also held 
( Hristi!10. niodern Muslim polemists against orthodox 
lh file 'ni «V- It is, of course, a view entirely heretical 

tn̂ °s of the Churches and, whether there is anv- 
< u° *ie said, of it or not in fact, cannot be said to 

f^ioiix'^ *?os^*ve evidence in its favour; not even the 
1 the J\vi(a'ne6 provided by our sole existing sources 
h(,\v ae of Jesús, viz., the canonical Gospels.

Air. George Moore, the author of “  A 
tale,'’ which so shocked the dying embers of

Victorian religiosity, was a major literary artist, who 
relied, not unjustifiably, on bis brilliant literary gifts 
to even out the lacunae and the inherent improbabilities 
of his “  Tale.”  As and when judged from the purely 
literary angle, “  The Brook Kerith ”  must be regarded, 
we think, as a major work of literature; one of the very 
few novels— if novel be, indeed, the right name for it—  
produced in English during the course of the 20th 
century, which attain, or at least, approach the status 
of a literary classic. I f the shadowy figure of Jesus 
never really conies to life in the rural solitude in which 
the author places him, the style of the book is exquisite 
the Palestinian milieu is admirably drawn; whilst the 
concluding dialogue between Jesus and Paul who, 
brimful of zeal and bursting with dramatic assurance, 
makes a (necessarily unsuccessful!) attempt to convert 
Jesus to a belief in his own resurrection and subsequent 
ascension into heaven, is really tremendous.

This closing scene almost ranks with the famous 
conclusion of Anatole France’s “  Procurator of Judea,”  
that famous occasion when Pontius Pilate, then a gouty 
official spending his last years in an Italian health-spa, 
confesses that ho has positively no recollection of con
demning anyone of the name of Jesus— “  Jesus, Jesus 
of Nazareth? No! I  don’t recollect him at all.”

“  The Brook Kerith ” describes how Jesus ultimately 
became a shepherd in an Essene community and his 
famous interview with Paul, whom George Moore, 
following what was then ¿1 current fashion in liberal 
theological circles, evidently regarded as the real founder 
of what history calls “  Christianity.”  Finally, Jesus 
joins a caravan of Eastern fakirs en route for the Far 
Past and vanishes from Palestine and from history, 
leaving Paul in full spate, preaching Christ Jesus. 
Crucified, Risen, Ascended, Glorified, and Deified.

Where did Jesus go on his Eastern trek—into oblivion? 
The author of “  The Brook Kerith ”  has no information 
on his hero’s ultimate rendezvous. However, we are 
not left in the dark as to his ultimate resting-place. 
This time, our informant is, rather curiously, a present- 
day Muslim pundit, J. I). Shams, described as “  Imam 
of the London Mosque.”  Jn the year of grace, 1945, 
this Muslim scholar finally enlightened us upon the 
exact whereabouts of the burial place of “  The Founder 
of Christianity.” Attention, all Christians! Jesus of 
Nazareth, the alleged Founder of Christianity and some
time Second Person of the most Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, is actually burled in Khan-Yar Street, in the 
town of Srinagar, in the Vale of Kashmir, Northern 
India. To clinch the matter beyond dispute, Imam 
Shams includes an actual photograph of the Tomb where 
the Saviour of Mankind actually ended the Oriental tour 
which we have seen begin in the closing pages of “  The 
Brook Kerith.“

Our Muslim theologian reaches the above conclusion— 
certainly a startling one!—in a book entitled “  Where 
Did Jesus D ie?”  The book appeared in London in 
English in 1945, and it must in fairness be conceded
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that the learned Imam pursues his somewhat fantastic 
quan/y, not only with immense ingenuity and persistence, 
but also that his comprehensive bibliography indicates 
extensive learning; it includes not only an army of 
specialised theological tomes, but also such world-famous 
classics as FrazerV  “  Golden Bough”  and Paine’s

Age of Reason.”  Even The Freethinker is laid under 
contribution in the shape of a reference to “  The Crimes 
of Christianity ”  by J. M. Wheelerf one of this journal’s 
most eminent past contributors. And to think that all 
this vast erudition and the author’s frequently admirable 
criticisms of Christian orthodoxy ends in Khan-yar 
Street— Srinagar— Kashmir— India N. No wonder India 
and Pakistan are now at daggers drawn over this delect 
able land which contains the Tomb of the Second Person 
of the Trinity !

According to Imam Shams, the purpose of Jesus in 
going East was to preach the Gospel— his own, not 
Paul’s— to the Afghans who claim to be the authentic 
descendants of the lost Ten Tribes of Israel whom the 
Assyrians carried away into captivity. (A  similar claim 
has been made on behalf of another 11 chosen race,”  the 
Scots!) From Afghanistan, Jesus, or Issa. as he was 
known locally, migrated to Kashmir where he died at 
the ripe old age of 122, and was buried in Khan-Yar 
Street, Srinagar, where his tomb is still shown.

So much for the Muslim Shams. We refer the curious 
reader to his book for the further details which he so 
copiously provides. But amongst his “  authorities ”  he 
cites a Russian Buddhist scholar called Notovitch who 
edited “  The Unknown Life of Jesus ” * from Tibetan 
monastic sources. According to this “  authority ”  Issa 
(Jesus) was converted to Buddhism in Tibet, and 
preached first in India and then journeyed West again 
to Palestine, where he met the end portrayed in our 
Gospels.

The Essenes ! Srinagar! T ibet! No mere man could 
have been so versatile? What we have here are
evidently the migrations of a God. For it is the pre
rogative of Deity to by-pass Time and Space, history 
and geography, not to mention reason and probability.

F. A. R ID LE Y .
• ‘ ‘ The Unknown Life of Jesus ” is translated into English 

by Alexina Lorangor. There is a copy in the British Museum 
Library.

“ IS PSYCHO-ANALYSIS A DELUSION ? ”
IN the article appearing under the above title in last 
week’s issue of The Freethinker, IT.E. states that ”  it 
science needs an answer to a question it looks to experi
ment and empirical fact to supply it .”  Experiment and 
empirical fact may supply the answer, but, before we 
know definitely that it is the answer, we need something 
more. We need above all to be shown that there is a 
causal nexus. It is not sufficient merely to show that 
one thing follows another; we must also be able to show 
that it necessarily follows before we can confidently state 
that one* is the cause of which the other is the effect. 
Even if cures invariably followed a certain treatment, 
which they never do, the mere fact of sequence alone 
could never establish a single scientific fact.

I  am in agreement with H .E. as regards the term 
”  psycho-analyst.”  ”  This,”  lie says, M means, or 
properly used should mean, a psychotherapist who follows 
t he rigid Freudian technique and subscribes to the Freu
dian psychopathology and doctrine.”  It is with 
this meaning that the term is used in the book that has 
given rise to this discussion. The bulk of the work is 
taken up with Freudian doctrine, and I have clearly
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I ftthnit
indicated vyb
ingg u  ¿ave ̂ obvinTj ^aVe been Inac,e- t “ , 
c fio L f 1 stated th/  fe-d S01ile sligh t misunderstand
nor*r?r  of the book S fn the introdueW
« e l d  are pi ; ehnAs states that neither *

F re u d i^ \ mdth h  neh h °aly8t8 the seme
that V f*1 ienets that r them subscribe to th
%  exte» t  at least on "  8̂0 ^.avilv, they are. *>
From the f0J „  ’ onmyside. ■ '

liych1o6Cted’ notsomueh M 1 t h a t  
tlw d! 1 chieflyrej ? ln8t the materialistic 
* ... CUssion is diverted Consequently

’ Gd,from Psycho-analysis A’ - .,s applied to

criticiïisto8
b gelidi*®

to the merits or demerits of materialism as I 
human behaviour.

When H .E
ire

such

thin„. • st‘?tes that he thinks there »*- 
vo I S+|!1S 91mS and PurPoses and the like which 
U j. , 16P°wer of mechanism to explain, it ls .6' , isiif 

‘ . las not taken into account the inecDu ((
experiments that have already been made in this ^

* ■ * , i0e  ̂ lia* shown that animals with phototmP* t
Wher 'li*,y “ ‘uohines responding to the stimulus 01 ^  

‘ adjusted two lights so that the light fell C<1 j ' :

ter-any inequality in the intensity of the lights ^  
prilled the creature into the brighter light. R 
pillars of the gold'tail moth, Forth esiâ  o h o* 
hatch in autumn and hibernate in nests on the j5 
the shrubs on which they feed. In early *4)rlll®n 
leave the nests and crawl up the shrub to feed * 
buds on the tips of its shoots, and move back tl^
their hunger has been satisfied. At first g j rposRe 
action would appear, to be ir: the nature of a Pu JjjtrfW 
searching for food. Loeb has, however, exp^1’1111 Tbli 
proved it to be nothing more than a phototropisiflj.^ k 
caterpillars were placed in a glass tube with a 
one end, and when hungry they would move ellT 
the light, even when food was placed at the d?u \vo^1' 
and when their hunger had been appeased ^ R,\(|s tk 
become negatively phototropic and move tovV 1 ?
dark, the whole action being determined by the cu ‘ 
physical and chemical condition. cl.^'

Eels display hydrotropic movement in imdung gj-o' 
country journeys towards the water. Positi^ 
tropism is shown by the spider that ** selects <l fiik 
atmosphere, and negative hygrotropism by the o ^ ii;p 
”  selects ”  a dry. The vast amount of work * co'r 
been done in the study of tropisms provides i;l1' -  ̂ tk 
vincing evidence of the physico-chemical natui1 
behaviour of the lower organisms, and it does 11() ^1'1 
too much to suppose that the evolved complexly 
human organism is sufficient to account for 
complexity of its manifestations. Aims and P111̂  ik 
both immediate and remote, from the simple8*! 
most complex, are still but manifestations of 1 
tinuous adjustment of the organism to its envirou^ce o' 
of inner to outer relations— on which the contipy ^  
life depends. Much more might be said on tlu‘ 
of the subject did space permit, but I must now 1

. Fto H .E .’s final point.
H .E . says that when I  look forward to phy^1̂ .^ , 

give us the answers to our psychological questio ^ 
does not seem to occur to me that if and whelV  j ’

about ”  there will be no pi ''.i a. icomes .F1
,\V5 of reflex^*

° ”  B u t  }l rfjlt1

psychology7
‘ welcome ’ anything but just a mass 
or conditioned as the case may be.”  But 
approach does not alter the thing Approached*  ̂ jpO 
facts of consciousness remain »whatever theories "  
hold respecting them. The question at issue 1?
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--------- --------  to accept a naturaloneoiinterpretation; whether \v®_are n̂(dllding the c011'
explanation of all human activities» g r̂UCtuxe and 
ĉious processes, as conditioned y are to ¿ccept t c 

vironmental influences ; or whether
antagonistic -  ’
rnaniWf.;;0 exP̂ anation that these activities owe thei 

^station toclitic 7 UMUI1 10 some kind of immaterial entity, unoon- 
rpi Ga and arbitrary in its decrees, 

duo *?. that" prevails on this subject is chiefly__ ^  ,, mental
-u* to the fact that the terms “  b° d* ^ iw  used, as term

have been used, and are still co11 inr ‘ ’ideas, as thoug 
' mveying totally distinct and separa 
1 fact mpnini

con\ 
ii 
b , apart from, and— ~  rmenomena were W M S  . ¿ tead o f being,
l)ore no relation to, bodily plienom ’ in p h e n o m e n a .
^  they really are, included atnongs ̂  ) .. ...

dK indigestion 1 v ~MU ailments, the one -xvugestion and lunacy are bo j . other of the
,)ê g a disorder of the alimentary, cU , js nothing
?ervou8 svstem. This being s°> pXT)lain them both. 
National in looking to, physiology t0 e 1

FE ANK  KENYON.

T|I CONTINENTAL f i l m s  a n d  r e l i g i o n
Cl Wj \vh( i-i „ee Continentalo are fortunate to he a c ^ struck by *be 

more or less regularly must ba ® . cpirectors to-
attitude adopted by many tor®ig |UnoUntB to

organised religion. dn some * freedom from 
'̂'•rlesque. I t  seems to indicate ^  bere. A

h'm censorship on the Continent than British or
> ' 'W  attitude of cvnicism and mocherv
^ost
ci

cynicism 
ms would be unthinkable.

iihicli are acknowledged masterpieces of the

e,iJo

»hat ’

lcan fli
of
La, a 
1 Ike

*y ^kese taunts o

ery m
Yet these films,

'vhere |vai6 sbov/n in select cinemas here and in America,

hypocrisy and humbug in organised
mowing that no harm will be done to the 

utop ; who. poor mutts, wouldn't understand t ie 
anyway, and certainly not the subtilty ana 

. Vacation of some of the criticisms.
W  ?°0d sample occurred in “  Bicycle Thieves ' which 
Itali.)uen 11 kig box-office success. The hero, a pool 

an -  - - [s trying to recover his stolen bicycle to 
le had pawned all his and his u iie s  u - 

s°> including the bedding. He chases an old 
Wll°  kn°ws the identity of the thief, into a big 

ml(i ch which offers certain personal services to “  down 
liei ° Uts ”  in return for holding cap in hand with bowed'Hi DhJ

°H‘h!n Worker,
which

Agings

%ts >> buttering a few
*n are

prayer The “  down and
of • i )em"  shaven when suddenly the frantic ring- 

a ,GU announces the church service. All are
inform T 0Usly whisked off (shaving soap and all) to 
WU. m their de1

0111 sin
till, 1 ?es Of

1 trnlln0

Sw« «s

^votions in an already crowded church, 
wearing strong corsets and 

smiles are pompously distributing pro- 
the service. Our hero manages to locate

î,!lbmu 1!UcWle-class ladies

omp XUlP in devotional attitude and looking decidedlv 
S t a b l e  in the eecl[esiastical 

the name
surroundings, The 

of theUcf LUHL ensues for the name and address 
‘T ’ p.. e bo .̂y atmosphere of incense, candles, shaving 

,,lfl i . . ‘.nul)s* bod.v-odour and middle-class ladies’ powderPerf
undeVlV• me i« really something to remember. But the
c>i, . vhlnr̂ irony of the Church offering asylum to the 

quite “oblivious to human injustice, is excel-
., Wh(li° iltr!ve(f.

Mop.* ^comprehensible to me is that a film like 
()(—ŷ nt,1,eilr Vi" cenfc>”  which is a scathing criticism of 
^ to,.!0^  religion and makes abundantly clear the 
’* (‘a si  ̂ 1 011̂ empt for Catholic officialdom, should have 
out-in .lt? 1 a roaring success among Catholics. The 

,lotl cinema in my area was positively invaded

A .

by priests and Catholic laity during the whole period oi 
showing. Is it that they too enjoy a dig at their religion? 
Or is it rather that the Church still manages to cash in 
on the courageous and heroic lives of humanists? The 
latter is probably the case. But I  confess I  came away 
very puzzled when seeing this very fine portrayal of St. 
Vincent's life, because lie represented in this film the 
ideal of a humanitarian— and a very materialistic one an 
that. Still, it is true that he did mutter a few words 
from time to time about the Almighty (which was not 
unusual in the Middle Ages), so, no doubt, our good 
Catholic filmgoers went home thoroughly satisfied with 
vet another victory for the beneficent religion.

” S. PO STLETH W AlTE-SM YTH E.

m°.re discriminating filmgoer can maliciously I

CYNICS' POLITICAL GLOSSARY
A is for Apathy— don’t blame the vo’ter,
H e ’s sunk anyway, so he just stays a floater.
B means ’the Ballot— it ’s Britain’s bright gem.
I t ’s cheaper by far than assault and mayhem.
C is the Carve-up the cynics suspect.
If it ’s called Compromise, then it gains our respect.
D means the Data the Gallup Polls give,
But the tipster says : “  ’Ere, can’t you live and let live?” 
E denotes Enterprise, private or not,
They’ll put the thing down in the Hous.e, like a shot. 
F  finds the Facts and then keeps ’em quiet.
I f  the House heard ’em there’d soon be a riot.
Gr means the Government— no't very strong,
So hope keeps the other lot tailing along.
H  is the Horror the ballot-box saves,
Hatred and hopelessness— spite, serfs and slaves.

Independence-—the Party hack’s screen,
The crack o ’ the whip brings him back on the scene.
J means the Journal, “  Hansard ” they call,
Howe’er long the speeches, it records ’em all.
Iv— Ivoalition— but best spell it right,
Or it may mean Kollusion— a Party sham fight.
L  stands for Laws— several new ones per day—
If you don’t know ’em all, then you just have to pay. 
M is the Makeshift, they call compromise,
I t ’s also a good word for dust in your eyes.
N means 'the Nothing that Poll pledges mean,
W e ’ve been had once or twice, so we’re getting less green. 
0 is the Odium speakers will spread,
To catch their ”  Eight Honourable ”  foes in the red.
P means the Planners they won’t catch a cold 
I f  Time, Tide and Good Luck together will hold.
Q for the Quorum— these good men and true—
Who sit there and see all the absentees through

his
%

chair.

E means the Eight-—looking rather forlorn. 
Distinguished from Wrong, where the Party line’s drawn. 
S— Secret Session— the matter’s hush-hush,
A  curtain of silence to soften the slush.
T means the Tuppence our man doesn’t care,
Till he gets to the House and stands up near 
U for Unsettlement, when voters think 
There’ll be a new House in the space of a blink !
V is the Vote, which takes losers aback,
They never heard Nemesis close on the track.
W —the W ill of the people (perhaps)—
They really imagine it is, the poor Saps.
X— Xpectations, when you’ve cast your vote,
It takes all your time just to keep them afloat.
Y— Yellow Peril, now Asia’s gone Eed,
The same one kept Grandpa awake in his bed.
Z— the whips Zoom, when Divisions occur,
I f  one bloke is missing, they dig in the spur.

AR TH U R  E. CARPENTER.
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ACID DROPS
Most of us think that Scotland has more than a belly

ful of religion, but we notice that the Marquess of Aber
deen wants the I3.J3.C. to help to pile on heaps more. 
He wants plenty of religious broadcasts for Scottish 
schoolchildren and we learn that the “  Broadcasting 
Council is not unsympathetic,”  an attitude easy to 
understand, of course. All the same, many of the schools 
appear to be satisfied with the religion they get and are 
in no hurry to increase it— and the poor old Marquess 
looks like being religiously disappointed, and we hope he 
will continue to be so.

Striking arguments are going to fly about in Farm 
Street Church between Fr. Christie and Fr. Broderick 
every Wednesday in November. Fr. B. will champion 
the Church, and Fr. C. will attack'it with all the weapons 
at his command. That is, he will be supposed to attack 
it, bu’t no doubt he will do it just as that doughty Anglo- 
Catholic, Canon Cockin, used to defend Christianity on 
the radio against an “  infidel ”  whose script had been 
most carefully written for him by— Canon Cockin. Fr. 
B. will eventually win just as Canon Cockin always won. 
What a game!

W hatever success “  Atheistic Communism ”  may 
have had on the continent gnd elsewhere, Oberammergau, 
it is reported, had 500,000 visitors. There were BB 
performances, and 130,000 came from abroad to see 
the play. What percentage of all who saw it are be
lievers it is impossible to say, but no doubt the big 
majority. And there is nothing like such “  Passion 
plays for strengthening the will to believe— or m other 
words, for carrying on the Christian tradition and belief. 
We wonder what would happen if public performances 
were given of the life of Jesus as seen through the 
eyes of Leo Taxil and his famous Life of Jesus ?

In more primitive times, Christians used to consider 
thunder and lightning, tempests, floods, and earth
quakes, as Hod’s expression of anger, and no doubt 
many think so even now. In any case, liow can they 
understand the awful ravages afflicted recently .on the 
elect in the East— the tremendous damage done by 
“  nature ”  in this way on churches and other holy 
buildings? Various Oriental bishops like the Bishop oi 
Antigua, Bishop Yashiro, and others, have harrowing 
stories of the damage done to churches and they want 
plenty of money for repairs. But it is extraordinary 
that they never seem to pray to the Almighty for it or 
at least it is never the Almighty who sends them any. 
Only the mugs here.

$ -----------
That doughty champion of the Assumption, Father 

John Heenan, let himself go the other week. It 
appears that the other Churches are jealous of Home. 
They are not so much opposed to such a Holy Dogma 
as the Assumption of Mary as they are to the success 
of Roman Catholicism and its “  authority ”  from the 
Lord direct, an honour quite impossible for any othei 
Church. The Church Times feebly replies to this by 
asserting that its Church is free from such 44 continental 
type of dictation.”  But it is a fact, of course, that 
Protestantism on the whole, and Anglo-Catholieism have 
been completely defeated by the wily Church of Rome. 
We now have no anti-Rome controversialists of the type 
that flourished in the last century.

i ole$°ô
The 44 Church Times M in a leader on “  umN t|iat 

literature ”  tells us, as if it were indelibly ^  ^  for*
Church “  has never feared the truth nor s°lp n 
ward right by fairy tales.”  Never feared 1 ^ ck*
quite good, and as for “  fairy tales ’ pevhaP ^  tJje 
pends on what is meant here by the Chum u ]3irth 
“  Ascension ”  a “  fairy tale?”  'is  not the \ tioii oh 
a 44 fairy tale?”  And what about the ‘ t at»)"'
Alary ”  and Fatima and Lourdes— all belie'e 
way by a 44 Church?”

--------  . g 0nit'
According to Fr.. A. Andrew, the Church tin(| 

should step it with those other two Dictators, . . aiui 
Stalin. “  Hitler would not have been 111 „d th<- 
Stalin would not have been Stalin,”  he dec vfint9 
other week, “  without the Radio.”  Fr. An< lL g tin’ 
the Church to ponder well over the ‘ advan * o 
Radio gives to r.
millions . . . we must re-examine >stirullbl”
methods,”  he continued ; and he wants the ^ ji.r
Catholic Evidence Guild to carry on even 
never made a convert.”

Dictators— “  It enables men 1° saI1J
our modes.iigter

no
a c*11*Of one thing he was very sure. “ There is 

at all of the impending conversion of England by
fession which will be received with the greater •• 
our Archbishops. Prayers seem to have o'1̂
really means that God Almighty has failed) so ^ (j to
way to reach the 15,000,000 people who are supD ct,p 
listen in, is through the Radio. We would be ^  o' 
of our Bible Hand bool: against a Missal that 11\cqi:ili 
these inferred 15,000,000 prefer a straight mu 
show.

--------  , r #Somebody really should put Fr. Gordon, »» ^
He declared that 44 the scientific materialist  ̂ (̂ ierC
Communists. This is just ignorant nonsense.
are millions of declared Materialists who ’are P'L I]91>!
munists or even Socialists. And there are m1 ^ fr'"
good earnest and even Catholic Christians who ,l up
vent Communists. What Fr. Gordon is 1 C<](} tl1L>'1
against is Atheism— and these Fathers in God (̂ >jlCF,lJ
utmost to confuse Communism with the .hated f
they so strongly fear. Dictators have alway*
rivals.

The 44 • Vvr°^Universe ”  wants to know— if Rome 1S 
about the Assumption, who is right? As far as l̂llai)' 
unity is concerned no one is right. I f  the stupid po
tion of the existence of an Almighty is accepted’ 
biggest of all absurdities is granted, we have neVeljl,liH'“ 
able to sec why anything in the Bible and other ' ().  ̂  ̂
of fairy tales should be rejected. The Assump ^ \{\$ 
Alary is just as true as the Ascension of .Jesus. j  1 
Miracles, Devils and Angels. Granting a Go(
Pope, there is no absurdity which cannot wholehe* 
be accepted.

American hymn writers are, if nothing else, 
topical, and they have managed to put over man,y ;llld 
such titles as ‘ ‘ Jesus is God’s Atomic Boinb»
44 Our Lady of Fatima.”  These and similar drive ^c1'1 
caused a shock to other devout Christians, one °\ r a'1 
declaring 44 They are cheap and vulgar and border1 
blasphemy.”  Even a spokesman for the Salvati011 . lNi‘l 
thought that 44 Jesus is God’s Atomic Bomb ”  co]] 
nothing at all ‘ ‘ of a helpful nature.”  But 
sure to be lustily sung for all that.
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telephone M 41, Gray’s Inn Road,
: Holborn 2601. London, W.C. 1.

and the 
say that

TO CORRESPONDENTS  ̂̂
LG. Bkdank.—-Many thanks for suggos ,ease(j_ to si

many other kindly inquiries, we * ^ t l i .
Mr. Seibert is rapidly im proving paper, cuva

Mill correspondents please arrite everybody a c^on̂ ‘
keep their letters brief. This will giv Friday morning- 

,«E re Notice..should reach t h e ^

fre Liberal

—racist, The Rationalist (Ausi
(Switzerland), Don Basilio (Ita lj)- Bus,nen Manofl«r

^ «r, /or literature should be sent to the London, W.C.I, »/ the Pioneer Press. ¿1, Gray’s Inn Poaa,
®hd not to the Editor. . t /r0m the

lB* Freethinker wilt be /onoarded d rect j  Abroad)- Gne
lll9 Office at the /allowing rates (Horn̂ ^

.„’for, I7s. ; half-year, 8s. Od. ; three-m in connection
11S  the services o/ the National Secw torS^  ^  cowwuntca-

Vi'tb Secular Burial Services are occretary, John S ’Cons should he addressed to, the fceerc
QlVinrt '■ /j /yy syf"'* " " "a r/« 7. '*'****§ c ò s c a  10 TIU

as long notice as possible.

A . SUGAR PLUMS
Lr oJĜ n g  to the memory of Adam Gowans Whyte, 
'^oeb r  yeai‘s a director of the Rationalist Press 
'Uy, y  1011 Utd,, will be held at Conway Hall on Thurs- 
ihclui °^ernher Kith next at 3 p.m. The speakers will 
ŝt pj r°^ A. h]. Heath, the President of the Ration a - 

•aid Association, Marjorie- Bowen, H. J. Blackham 
0, (1 ^ o r  Hawton, with suitable music arrang<

'owmah.
ied by

Th
R ^ ers®yside Branch N.S.S. will have a visit fr

fPeak in*[; U°sett!. this evening (November 5). He wi 

Comises

om

iat 111 Cooper's Hall, 12, Shaw Street, Liverpool 6, on

l,mai ’to he an interesting subject, ”  Man’s
S l d fcln T 0egtry-M r̂ ieire no reason why a Christian 
l̂ioulj ,!(J * et ah insight into his pedigree and readers 

' lun ^  them to come along. The lecture begins at

^ttiHt^(ac^ ee» a member of the N.S.S., succeeded in 
McnSttl* d cLbate arranged in the Stokehill Guildhouse 
U* R v ncle premises at Binley, Coventry, between 

“ -My j,; * « * h *  Malone, S.J. and Mr. F. A .'llid ley, on 
. •’ ° n October 24. From reports, Mr. Ridley

.(ki(.;(i ms part of the proceedings with , marked 
atld impressed the many Roman Catholics in 

L the 1 • {Ju^ ence. There was an all-round agreement as 
i • ]\r l*rr Ŝ andard of the debate, and we congratulate 
Mm, tMie, who worked hard behind the scenes to 

* 0ff tl'e debate.

The
Branch N.S.S. has acquiredo r m . L e w i s h a m

k ------j ~• -— & un J.UO
<,(,kh., an(t Brighton Hotel, 139 Queen’s Road,I). Juxn r - t — - — - - _ —

' JI n y . > - " ‘Oiiam jii
°dat}on for Sunday evening lectures at The

S.E.15, and Mr. L. Ebury, a Vice-''tyjn“11» London 
;vB,Sent of- the
' I’l iJ N o v e n i .
I;ibis va4r and Bone Religion 54, 60, 72, 40 and 35 

,,/Ĵ Ss the door, also the 36 bus. There are some 
h Jnd Workers in the Branch, and all good Free*

lU1t of.the N.S.S., will give the opening lecture this 
h iA / ^ 0Vernber 5) at 7-15. Mr. Kbury’s subject is
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thinkers within easy range should consider it a duty to 
help by giving their support to the Branch efforts.

The Birmingham Branch N.S.S. had an excellent 
meeting in Sati's Café last Sunday. There was a packed 
house, and Mr. R. H. RosettVs lecture on “  Alan’s 
Animal Ancestry ”  was closely followed and drew a long 
string of questions afterwards. Next Saturday evening 
the Branch holds a Whist Drive in the same building, 
40, Cannon Street, off New Street, at 7 p.m. Tickets 
2s. 6d. each, including refreshments.

The address on “  Sex Worship ”  by Mr. H . Cutner 
last Sunday, at the Cosmopolitan Debating Society, 
Nottingham, attracted a crowded audience. It  was 
listened to with the closest attention and elicited a very 
lively discussion. The lecture on “  The Jesus M yth,”  
given to the N.S.S. Nottingham Branch in the evening, 
also attracted an excellent audience and a lively dis
cussion. Credit is due to Air. Tom IMosley for the hard 
work he put in to make both meetings a success.

THE SUPERSTITION CALLED SPIRITUALISM
I.

ALTHOUGH most Freethinkers have been anti- 
Spiritualist, it must be confessed that quite a. few have 
been taken in by “  phenomena ”  they were unable to 
explain, and they therefore accepted “  survival ”  in some . 
shape or form. This is even the case with prominent 
conjurors— like the late W ill Goldston who wrote a book 
about his “  conversion,”  but failed therein to explain 
anything but his inability to fathom how certain things 
he saw were done.

Anyone who has a lingering doubt, that is, who believes 
that there is ”  something ”  in Spiritualism, should beg 
or borrow— best of all, buy—• Joseph F. R inn’s* 
devastating exposure of spiritualistic claims. I  have been 
lucky enough to read a good many other exposures, but 
it is only fair to say Rinn has out-topped them all.

In the hirst place, lie was a prominent business man 
with ample funds and time to devote to psychical 
research. Secondly, lie was not like so many of us, an 
out-and-out believer in immortality. On the contrary, 
he was anxious to find genuine prooofs for survival iC 
there were any. Thirdly, he bearded the lions in their 
den. He went to their seances, he helped to investigate 
their claims, he joined the necessary Societies like the 
American Society of Psychical Research, the Society of 
American Magicians, and many others. Fourthly, he 
was a highly trained amateur magician, in some ways 
the equal of bis great friend, the late Harry Houdini. 
Like Houdini, Ilinn had iron courage, for without 
courage of the highest order, it would have been im
possible to unmask the many expert “  mediums ”  who 
often carried on their profession so successfully that they 
succeeded in humbugging numbers of famous scientists 
and men of letters. And lastly,, Rinn constantly offered 
big money prizes to any medium who could produce 
genuine evidence of survival oi* even of such things as 
telepathy.

For something like 60 years, his name, often coupled 
with other keen investigators like Houdini, Proskauer, 
Dunninger, and others, was constantly before the public

* “  Sixty Years of Psychical Research ”  by Joseph F. Rinn. 
Introduction by Woolsey Teller, pp. NX-018. The Truth 
Seeker Co., New York, 35s. net.
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as the arch-exposer of fraudulent mediums; and in 'this 
book he gives a fully documentated story, thrilling and 
vivid, and one which will take the place of all previous 
exposes like those of Podmore, Abbott, Carrington, and 
even Houdini’s famous A Magician Among the Spirits.

A year or so ago marked the centenary of what was 
called the Modern Spiritualist Movement, ^hen  two 
little girl named Fox startled the world with their 
mysterious rappings and with other phenomena. Their 
portraits were prominently reproduced as the two Great 
Heroines— I  believe ’that they were even compared with 
Joan of Arc, Mme. Curie, the Brontes, and Florence 
Nightingale. Only a little moreVind they will emerge 
as the equal of the Mother of God.

Podmore and many other investigators, annihilated 
’their claims to serious consideration, but it was of no 
use. Even when they confessed t hat they had completely 
hoodwinked everybody (except the elder sister who 
exploited them) they were not believed. It is true that 
they retracted their confession of humbugging the public, 
but that is about all most of us knew of the sordid 
business.

Mr. Rinn gives the* authentic details. When he saw 
Katies Fox Jencken in 1888 giving one of her seances,
‘ ‘ she was so drunk that the seance was an absolute 
failure.’ ’ Drink also helped to ruin Margaretta Fox 
Kane, but it was when she was sober that she gave a 
story to the New York Herald of September 24, 1888., 
She—

purposes to deliver jufct one lecture, and no more, which 
shall shame and dumbfound all Spiritualist frauds who 
have not repented of their nebulous ways. She will reveal, 
one after another, the methods by which willing believers 
have been briskly duped and robbed, and will demonstrate 
how simple, natural and easy are most of their 
methods. . . . “ Another sister of mine,”  said Mrs. Kane, 
“  Leah, damn her, made mo take up with it. She’s my 
damnable enemy. . . . Yes. I ’m going to expose 
Spiritualism from its foundation. . . .  I loathe the thing 
I’ ve been. I would say to Leah when she wanted me to 
give a seance, ‘ You’ re driving me to Hell.’ Then the 
next day, I would drown my remorse* in wine. I was too 
honest to remain a medium. . . .  I was driven again into 
Spiritualism. I  gave exhibitions with my darling sister 
Katie, I knew then that every effect produced by us was 
absolute fraud. . . I have sat alone on a gravestone that 
the spirits of those who slept underneath might come to 
me. 1 have tried to obtain one sign. No! the dead shall 
not return . . . God has never ordered it. . . .

She was asked by the reporter what she was going 'to 
expose? “  First the rappings.”  Miss Kane smiled, and 
ho heard the rappings apparently from under the floor 
but could not determine from where they came. “  Is a.t 
njl a 'trick?”  she was asked. And her answer was,
‘ ‘ Absolutely.”

And what did Katie Fox Jencken say? She was asked 
whether she denied what her sister said about 
Spiritualism? “  No,”  was her reply. ”  Spiritualism 
was a humbug from beginning to end. it is the biggest 
humbug of'the century.”  She was asked, “  And Hie find
ing of the bones in the cellar at Hydesville ?’ ’ ”  All hum
bug, every bit of it .”

This is particularly interesting tv> me, for in a debate 
1 had some years ago with Mr. M. Barbanell, who was 
then, I believe, the Editor of Psychic News, he was 
furiously angry with me for saying that the story of the 
bones in the cellar was sheer fraud. He actually asked 
me for my evidence! Well, here it is— from the mouth 
of ’this great pioneer of Modern Spiritualism.

Katie’s fellow Spiritualists were horrified at the 
exposure, and tried to buy off her silence, but ”  she 
scornfully refused.”  Margaretta appeared on the stage 
in October, 1888, and read out, “  There is no such thing

S  porpSaTinfiiStaf 011- That have been instrum 
fidinor public rn 10 Jlaud Spiritualism upon a t°° t' 

E ig h ty  i%  T Uy-°f you alrea<l.y know. 1 hope OjJ
enough to hop 0ry,v® me and those who are stI j s •’ 
no t A t S 6 in I t ’s a trick. There*

it s e ^  to m e BthTTdetaiIs of 'tIie whole • * * ' t  1
claims mad„ fn this ouSht to smash for e v e r , 
on your MeZ the farnous ««ters. But will it? N°
ever—-he Am A  avera8e Spiritualist will carry on j 
sisters whiel, u n lepeat the usual lies about tlie 1 I

, repeated in T *  d°ne ,duty f°r 100 years and are alwgthe standard histories written by j
bout tlie

exposed the lying story auu>.„ 
)f poor Irwin after the IllO l dl.sa

orthodox.
I  knew when I

return of the spirit of poor ,
that it would have no effect whatever among l)t, ¿̂[\ 
Even a man like Ian Coster, who knew PeI*L̂  \IX the 
what had happened, wrote an article about 1 
Leader as if ’the spirit’s return was a fact- or ejieV̂ rS 
it read as if there was a mystery which we lU1 gpeei’> 
had to explain. There was no mystery. It 
undiluted fraud. f ^ uth ]]]

Mr. Rinn has done a service to the cause ox for
giving the details of 'the confessions of the box?r>x sister’

longthey were not easy to get; but, of course, s0 " £beir 
Spiritualists will not read bis book, they can snpi 
fingers at 'the exposure. Like the Roman Cathode 
who are not allowed to read anything against then

The celebrated “  mind reading ”  acts (>̂ ‘.0]j n* 
Cumberland and Washington Irving Bishop, as 
of the Zancigs, are carefully dealt with by M1-^  b# 
and if any reader imagines that there tf111*
“  something ”  in what the Piddingtons did on t 1 
—something even a wee bit telepathic— he sh<>u  ̂
the careful explanations given in this fascination .^ 5  
The author ridicules most of, if not all, the cone 
of Dr. J. B. Rhine, who is accepted now as an au 
of standing on telepath}7. J

But there is so much of interest in tliis book 
must devote two or three more articles to it.

H. C ITrr

u*CRIPPS’S THEOLOGY
TH ERE have been many comments in these  ̂
from time to time, on the religious views of Sir 0 1 
Cripps. It so happens that, his retirement i1’01. j in 
political scene almost coincided with the publics 
booklet form of a sermon that lie delivered a few 11 , ..t\
ago in St. Paul’s Cathedral; the time-is, the1 J; 
perhaps opportune * for a briqf consideration 0 si'' 
attitude of mind, and the line of thought, wblt 
Stafford Cripps has long made his own. mgi)

The crucial passage in the sermon, which is e] (lib 
The Spiritual Crisis (Mowbray; Is.), is, I  think,̂ .jv 
discussion of the present position of mankind, part1( 1 
with reference to the international situation that 
now facing:—  (.pe

“  I  cannot myself imagine how anyone—-eV̂ cb il
most courageous and intelligent— could face a hresponsibility with confidence and with hope * 
were able to rely only upon himself. What I iltid 
being or group of human beings lias the po'vt’1  ̂ ja 
quality, unaided, to emerge with safety a11 .jgil 
wisdom from such a situation? Uncom1
materialism, rising in a crescendo of power, * 
crash in self-destruction. So long as power lS

F 1
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_s 0£ mankind,principal aim oi competing to0 great to
tensions oi uncontrolled PoVv • release. "  lS
persist indefinitely without a we Christians
with this fundamental situation ^ witb its more
are primarily concerned, rather ^  technical, 
detailed developments ^
political, or social spheres. f t  is well, 1

That is a statement of a poin n  tand that such a 
think, that Freethinkers should ui ,sjbie, intelhgen 
point of view exists, and is held by re 1 p0utical scene 
people. After all, many students o was the keenest 
yould hold that Sir Stafford , Movement,
intelligence in the upper ranks ot t i nlways keen

his attitude to religious .matt , related to his t>t any rate, in his own opinion) <

Political philosophy. rmussing, Sir Stafford
In the sermon which 1 am discu* .n a tu re  of mam 

''■ent on to consider his own view o ;ust an anima
,e suggested that the view that n • elaborate knit 

hke other animals, “  but living m b ™  ^  tenable,
f  man-devised jungle,”  was a view ^  most men

"d tenable with difficulty. " e ’ ■, v'm them great
sensed'that there was something witn force-
^  better than material ŝ ê ^ f is more real thaii

We cannot prove it, and -yet the • , &n eXftmple ot 
'.u: things we can see and touch- mU8t, time and
ns, lie instanced the fact tha . wjfhin himse , 

"Sain, have experienced a strugg

’etween good and evil. , Stafford CripP^ '
that I  am not say mg that v. • ^  ^  the riddles 

'f'jlugy necessarily provides <m. ^  ¿0es., R u t .
the universe. I  do not think ^  poSition in ;

?.bubhc man, occupying an-honomedj that he
! thus analyses his religious • to bc Pr0V ',
''«serves to be taken seriously, f  the fact that
> g .  And, as I  said at the beg um g- sir Stafford
mj booklet appeared at the ^  & oUrious topicality j Pps s political retirement- n
*’aat ho, W  ’

le îa(  ̂ to say in it.
JOHN ROW LAND.

CORRESPONDENCE
V ^ r ° TN° TE 10 A RECENT CONTROVERSY 

ft°te f be permitted a line or two of comment on your
f^ef/jV.70 Correspondents ” ) in the issue of the The 
!'r havef7, October 22P You state that the many
I vietv AVritten to you regarding my recent changed point 
1, la’oci-if • lav°> tor the most part, tended to resent my 
, • (l'illn°n 0i SPenGer and J. M. Robertson. With regard to 
Wnion i°ss ° r otherwise of Herbert Spencer there can, in my 
i°i't}i J 0 1,0 doubt. Concerning J. M. Robertson it may be 
> r y  \ f  JV/K. »  .friend of mine (once a believer in the Myth 

¡lu-s onj Christian origins) who told me—years ago—that it 
'̂ kcsiifv .Av̂ ,ei1 ho had read Robertson’s extremely bad 
* to th <lllai.1 eriticism that he had the first twinges of doubt 

I <V G Validity of liis Biblical criticism!
>  a &  Point. . You say that many were puzzled as to 
v PUjJ i *11. Q°d could bring peace to tho world. Surely 
"by 1, ^4  writers have neglected one point which I  tried 
'̂uled }Jrcl to empha sise— viz., that what is needed is what 1 
"V onh/ha«ge ° f heart. Politics and economics will not. in 
’ 41̂ ,. .l0rb suffice. It may be that religion will not suffice 
H le ’ which case wo are indeed in a parlous plight. But 
Sake ' n ltr seems worth while trying the one thing that may 

see the warning light before it is too late.—

John Rowland.
t . CHAPTER AND VERSE WANTED 
I W;,s utjy I appeal to Mr. TT. Cutner to play tho game. 
(l0 n)]G by Mrs. Matson for the source of a quotation

Was from Karl Marx, and he answered with a 
()hti0; Worthy only of a Christian Clergyman or a Democratic

] - V  (Vi-
l||a ¿jv ut,ler is fond of airing his political prejudice, now let 

0 us evidence of liis monastical erudition by answering

Mrs. Matson’ s question: “  Chapter and verse ? ” — if he can. 
In fairness, please publish this short note.— Yours, etc.

A. V. Monk.
FREETHINKERS, THE ATOM BOMB,

AND THE CLASS W AR
Sm,—To judge by the congratulatory letters received on 

my letter on these issues, there are others who refuse to 
accept Mr. Cutner’ s apology for the atom bomb. Read my 
letter again, Mr. Cutner, and you will see I  did not argue 
that you were “  entirely in favour of the atom bomb,”  but 
only in certain “  ideological circumstances.”  I quoted your 
own words. “  The whole world ”  is a large place. The whole 
Asiatic world, all 800,000,000 of them, are aghast and 
indignant at the ruthless savagery of the American attacks 
on a small nation. The “  muddly statement ”  referred to was 
not the one quoted in Mr. Cutner’s reply. “  Religion was 
replaced by the class war.”  The meaning of this still baffles 
me. Also, Mr. Cutner did not answer my challenge on the 
words of Karl Marx. Why not? Now frankly, I do not think 
that this way of retorting on a critic is worthy of a Free
thinker. I think we should face our issues fairly and squarely, 
whether religious or political. I think that as Freethinkers 
we should acknowledge the freedom of any nation, as well as 
individual, to decide on its own way of life,-and give a fair 
hearing to both sides in a dispute. This, in the case of Korea, 
lias not been done. Although this is not a discussion on 
Communist principles, perhaps the editor will allow the follow
ing quotation from Marx : “ Our task is to make the revolution 
permanent until all more or less possessing classes have been 
displaced from domination.”  (Address to the Comm. League, 
1850.) And Lenin in State and Revolution: , l< We set our
selves the ultimate aim of abolishing all organised and 
systematic violence, all use of violence against man in 
general.”

May I quote my own letter?— “ An eye for an eye, and both 
are blind. We must find a better way and find it soon and 
Freethinkers should he among the pioneers.” —Yours, etc.

(Mrs.) G. Matson.
[Mr. H. Cutner writes: When Mrs. Matson quotes Marx: 

“  Our task is to make the revolution p e r m a n e n t she is 
confirming what I said. I strongly object to quoting me away 
from my context. With regard to Korea, she should write to 
the United Nations.]

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (P latt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m.: 

Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, R. B illings and G.
W oodcock. (St. Mary’s Gate, Blitzed Site).—7-45 p.m.: 
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, R. B illings and G.
W oodcock. (Alexandra Park Gates).— Wednesday: Messrs. 
O. McCall, L. Smith, R. B illings and G. W oodcock. 
(St. Mary’s Gate).—Lunch-hour Lectures every weekday, 
1 p.m.: Mr. G. W oodcock.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath).— Sunday, 12 noon : Mr. L. Ebuby.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S (Barker’ s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Mr. A. Samms. --------:—

Indoor
Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room, Mechanics’ Institute). 

-Sunday, 6-45 p.m.: J. M. Cameron, B.A., “ Problems of 
the Philosophy of History.”

Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall Library, Red Lion 
Square, W.C. 1).—Tuesday, November 7, 7 p.m. : Martin 
Davidson, D.Sc., F.R.A.S., “  Has Christian Modernism 
Any Future? ”

Glasgow Branch (McLellan Galleries, Sauchiehall Street).— 
Sunday, 7 p .m .: H. O. V. HorxiNs, “  The Importance of 
World Citizenship.”

Kingston Branch N.S.S. ( “ The Fighting Cock” ), London Road, 
Kingston-on-Thames.— 7-30 p.m .: A Lecture.

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate).— 
Sunday, 6-30 p.m. : Air. O. Bnadlaugti Bonner, #“  Free- 
thought— a Positive Guide to Living.”

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Cooper’s Hall, 12, Shaw Street, 
Liverpool, 6).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : Mr. R. II. R osetti 
(London), “  Man’s Animal Ancestry.”

Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Society (Technical College, 
Shakespeare Street).—-Sunday, 2-30 p.m. : Eutc A. W ildman, 
“  Corporal Punislimept: Tho Proven Antidote for Delin
quency.”

South Place Ethical Society (Conwav Hall, Red Lion Square. 
W.C. 1)—Sunday, I I  njn. : H. L. Beales, M.A., “ Tho 
Survival of Privilege.”
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SCIENCE, RELIGION AND MORALS
V— TH E B IB L E

(1) Most religions have some “  sacred ”  literature 
which they regard as specially inspired and Christianity 
has its Bible.

(2) This is a curious anthology of very diverse sections
which has been combined as canonical for many centu
ries past. K

(3) It  is not one single book, like the Koran, and some 
parts are accepted by one church and rejected by other 
churches.

(4) The Roman Church accepts the Old Testament 
Apocrypha while mosty>ther Christian churches reject it.

(5) The Greek Church has its own canons and transla
tions, while all church reject the New Testamem 
Apocrypha.

(6) It  is difficult therefore for any enquirer to ascertain 
what is and what is not universally canonical.

(7) To this is added an extraordinary diversity ot 
arbitary decisions collectively by churches or individually.

(8) All that need be done here is to indicate quite 
briefly what seems to be the lowest common denominator.

(9) In doing this obvious contradictions and absurdities 
in these Bible narratives will be conveniently ignored.

(10) I f  some of the most important of these are referred 
to later it will be for purposes of illustration.

(11) Tt was to be expected that the Christian Bible 
would be the subject of n vast literature.

(12) This has, been so ever since its inception and 
during the present century criticism has become intense.

(13) This has shown that a literal acceptance of its 
statements is not reasonable for those who study it.

(14) Nevertheless much Christian thought and popular 
teaching retains a quite unjustifiable literalness of 
statement.

(15) This has a psychical purpose in inculcating the 
acceptance of the Gospel Story in uncultured minds.

(16) One inquires, however, what is tile attitude of 
the average educated and intelligent Christian to their 
Bible?

(17) The Old Testament is a heterogeneous Collection 
of ancient history, prophesies, sagas, poetry and fiction.

(18) Through these records of the Chosen People 
there runs nationalistic egotism and Messianic hopes.

(19) It  is in parts historic, in others loftily poetic, in 
others mythological, often crude and sometimes lewd.

(20) The thread running through it seems to be a 
passionate belief in national destiny for divine purposes.

(21) The God of the Old Testament is often a primitive, 
savage, revengeful God advocating wholesale slaughter.

(22) The characters depicted in these accounts are 
often crude, very erratic and frequently erotic.

(23) Jt seems that most educated Christians to-day* 
agree that the Old Testament embodies primitive ideas.

(24) They admit that many of the stories are allegorical 
and that they should not be taken literally.

(25) Through it runs a, persistency of racial and national 
egotism which has continued to the present times.

(26) In the Christian canonical Bible this Jewish Old 
Testament was linked up with the New Testament.

(27) This incongruity was noticed from the beginning 
but the connection was a concession to sentiment.

(28) Christianity was originated by Jews among Jews 
and the dominating national theme had to be continued.

(29) The Messianic aspirations of the Old Testament 
were developed into the Parousia of the New Testament.

(30) The incongruities of this conjunction are far more 
obvious to critics to-day than they were formerly.

i atprof!elieOU9
(31) The New Testament is .also a 1 . eS 

.lithology in both its theology and in its d°c the thl’lV
(32) Historically the most important parts 

synoptic gospels, herein called the Gospel ^to1 ’(]ate ^
(33) The Gospel of John is certainly late1 11

introduces «  iaJ  y  J B
i.7. s1 f etr r  Gnostic"theology- ,
he Post-Jesus period 1 ^ p.ostles is the alleged history °{11 ls open to much criticism.i-letni'icri'

(34) The Acts

(35) The E 
wliil

(36)

the Apostles
is ope** --------- historic*"

es .are didactic rather than ^ ^
ile the quaint Revelation may be the earheS ^  ^  
,36) Modern literature on the Bible is alrea Y ^ 

voluminous and very much of it is mere reprt^1(
(37) All that need be considered for presen rpcl.lChiilf 

is the basic Gospel Story and the fundaments ^ jue n
(38) Even to-day reputable historians seem 0 

vivid and striking narrative higher than facts. reconl
(39) One quite recent one states “  History is e(p"

not of what lias happened but of what lias ^  p
(40) He emphasises this attitude by contim1*1̂ ^ rs. 

not the facts we seek hut their meaning for 0111 ^ei1
(41) This interpretative method seems to lja'  q q̂  

that of the unknown authors who compiled t le
Story. . . mtive bi:l"

(42) While the necessity of some interprets
has been already admitted here, facts seem ot I 
importance. n fcor^

(43) This personal method of writing history a  ̂cftllel‘
to the meaning events have for the writer is h01t 
Subjective History. t r - j n111'

(44) Paul, in his epistles, is more straightfor'v?l ^  
boldly admits that his is subjective history (Gal. > ^

(45) He, however, claims for it a Theop1̂  
Authority and lie was not the last of such claim')1 -v \

(40) The course for a reasonable and impartial m 
is to find a basis of fact in tins subjective histoj\V^.jt.;il

(47) As these notes are not primarily either llb 
criticism or interpretation, difficulties can be byd"

(48) Here what may be termed the broad basic ^  jjs-
of the Gospel Story will be granted for purposes ( 
cussion. ,

(49) Even this basis is difficult to determ11)^  ^ 
critics demolish it and an acting bishop repudiat ^)t>I

(50 The didactic and ethical parts of the 
Story will subsequently be accepted more literal y  t,̂ .\
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