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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Napoleon on Religion ....nvdimoy  military
THB Emperor Napoleon, that e T the French
henturer thrown up 'to supreme 1 ~ reputation,

~«olution, has enjoyed a very eq  England tended

RrtINAEEN BB St &7 “ tie CBuropes * e
dH-enemy of public morals and N circles, t
1”™d oi 19th. century Hitler. -~ ¢iscoVer Napo
hetred Scriptures were ransacked protestant at
Enti Oe%n to many a sturdy ButJ au article

the 19th” century, it
« UIth that the French Emperor, mthe tents of whege
of England ” could be seen on a clear day acr0ss
bjblit@nnel, was none other than that sinister &UC 111
MO ( bl°phecy, the mysterious Beast of the Apocalypse
Nast wllech mystical figures, “ the number of the
p ™ ~b()O0.

of his Conservative contemporaries, the

~1Ca70L wnN° emerged from the shambles of the
Ii™n V VW uti°n appeared to be none other than that
‘ThOUaV ~Sure of Doom mentioned in ‘the Gospels as,
toty» “ nomination of Desolation sitting where he ought

JoM e reccnt and less biased historical research lias.
. pti>tabled us to form a more objective estimate of
“hioa[Ufetor Napoleon. Tha't, as and when judged by
Klandards, lie was a criminal, is likely enough.
Mo K conie f° the top in an age of revolutionary
Mere - a 8 rnus”™ be tough to survive in such an atrnos-
tc *°UWrown age has seen many such examples ! But,
’}]hm pare. Napoleon with merely successful soldiers of
rnJ nothing but brutality and ambition to
Nav(, Uen(*"them, would be to do Napoleon’'s memory a
i/¥4i| Distic'e. For the Imperial Corsican was not only
S ant soldier'and a remarkable administrator, but iie
I a singularly penetrating student of human

fidj °Sy}whose comments ranged over an encyclopedic

1C h N"poZeonzc Anecdotes, the late Mr. Louis Cohen,
K to ] African student of the great soldier’'s career has,
% /Peak, catalogued Napoleon’s obiter dicta under a
“d, v./. .separate headings, such as politics, the military
for Ji~“on, e'tc., and very interesting reading they make,
V vapoleon was not only' a singularly penetrating
Wit* er* but was, it can hardly be disputed, a master
a '~aker into the bargain.

e Df his military obiter dicta are, of course, world
lhe s- ‘Providence is on the side of the big battalions.”
Vy 'fibarently contradictory, but actually complemen-
ts » tn war the moral is to the material as three to
bopal'Na remark, no doubt, suggested by the tremendous

iervoiir aroused by the French devolution.

ADK1  ~bero was the famous “ every private has a

«®a <8baton in his knapsack,” also a reflection on

"N fHd equality established by the Revolution, and
Jtrmy marches on its stomacli.”

Editor: CHAPMAN COHEN

RBNERAL- Prigeriddrahreepence

Of more general application, but also relating to the
profession of arms, of which its author was so brilliant
an ornament, are such well known sayings as, “ The best
general is he who knows what is going on on the other
side of the hill,” “ One bad general is better than Wo
good ones,” “ There are no bad troops, only bad officers.”
It is to his honour that he suppressed the brutal but
then universal system of flogging in the French army.
Then we have that biting comment on human nature,

From the sublime to the ridiculous is only a step ”

a remark, incidentally, which is said to have been
suggested to General Buonaparte (as lie then was) by
Thomas Paine, for whom Napoleon at one time professed
a great admiration but whom he later persecuted. He
once declared to Paine that he slept with the Age of
Reason under his pillow.

In his religious beliefs, Napoleon seems to have been
a Deist, but not to have believed in personal survival.
His question to an Atheistic scientist, as he pointed to
the starry sky, “ Who made all that.? ” used to be
quoted in the older kind of Christian apologetics. But
another less-known remark that “ A dead man does not
differ essentially from a dead stag, in both cases the
life giving fluid has ceased to circulate,”® seems to
exclude any belief in personal immortality.

Napoleon’s definition of the function of religion is, of
course, classical; incidentally, it both anticipates and
elaborates the famous saying of Karl Marx that “ Religion
is the opium of the people.”

Compare this with Napoleon’'s “ | regard religion not
as the mystery of the Incarnation, but as the mystery
of the social order. Unless the poor believed that, some-
where, there is another state of existence where a
different distribution of goods takes place, they would
rise in revolution and cut the throats of the rich.”

One can compare this with the dictum of Napoleon’s
revolutionary predecessor, Maximilian Robespierre, the
great Jacobin orator of the French Revolution. Like
Buonaparte, Robespierre was a Deist: “ Atheism is
aristocratic, the idea of a Supreme Being who watches
over outraged innocence and punishes triumphant crime,
is essentially ,the idea of the peojDle.”

As one who himself owed his career to the levelling
process set in motion by the French Revolution, Napoleon
was, haturally, very interested in revolutions. It is
in fact rather ironic to reflect that this military genius,
often regarded by experts as the finest soldier in all
recorded history, could not have risen above the rank of
captain in the old, exclusively aristocratic French army
of the pre-revolutionary regime. Napoleon always
regarded himself as the embodiment of the great Revolu-
tion to which alone he owed his dazzling career. Hence
his sayings, “ | am the Revolution,” “ 1 found power
lying in the gutter, and picked it up on the bayonets of
my soldiers,” and of course, his classic definition of the
phenomenon of revolution itself, the finest and most
concise on record, “ A revolution is an idea which lias
found bayonets.”
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Napoleon always recognised ‘that the England of the
Industrial Revolution represented his most formidable
foe. He had much to say about England and the English.
For example, “ Whoever holds Antwerp, holds a pistol
pointed at the heart of London.” Everyone knows his
world famous saving, itself based on a remark of the
Scottish economist, Adam Smith, “ The English are a
nation of shopkeepers.”

Not so well known but much sharper in its irony, is
his gibe at the imperialistic religiosity which then, and
for long after, characterised the cynical Whig-Tory
oligarchy which then ruled England : ” Whenever the
English want to take anything, they put themselves in
a mystical frame of mind.”

Decidedly the author of the above remarks, and many
other equally penetrating ones, was no ordinary soldier

of fortune.
F. A. RIDLEY.

CHRISTIANITY AND EDUCATION

“ CHRISTIANITY gave the world its schools ” is a
claim shown to be false, says Joseph McCabe, by the
histories of Kapps, Denk, Boyd, Paroz, Letourneau,
Seeley, Compayre, etc. Compayre’'s History of Pedagogy
(translated by W. H. Payne, 3rd edition 1895, XXVI,
598 pp.j starts with education in antiquity— the education
of the ancient Hindoos restricted by ‘their religion and
by 'hereditary caste, their thought and will perished in
mystic contemplation of the soul; early Jewish instruc-
tion, moral and religious, domestic, with no trace of
public schools until a.d. 64; education in China,
mechanical and formal, but Confucius, 6th century b .c.,
with ideas of practical utilitarian morality, primary
instruction widely diffused; in Egypt, privileged priestly
class, arid a working knowledge for ‘the workers; in
Persia a physical and moral education, upheld by Arch-
deacon Farrar; in the glorious Greece of artists, poets,
philosophers, historians, of men such as Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, instruction in theory and practice; and in
Rome, learning from Greece, such pedagogues as Varro,
Seneca, Quintilian, Plutarch and the Stoic Emperor
Marcus Anrelius. #

Pagan Rome gave the world its first complete system
of general education. Various works by Mr. McCabe give
the details, such as of the schools (1) free elementary,
(2) free grammar, (3) free rhetoric, and (4) the great
schools. Mommsen in his History of Home protests
against the current prejudice that the ancient Republic
was far behind our own time in the matter of education;
even among slaves a large proportion could read and write,

St. Paul disparaged the learning of the world, and to
the Early Christian Fathers philosophical »curiosity was
a sin and love of letters a heresy: St. Augustine (354-480),
the greatest, proclaimedthat ” the ignorant take posses-
sion of heaven ” and induced the Council of Carthage-to
forbid bishops to read the pagan authors. St. Jerome
(331-420) proscribed lettdrs and arts (Mr. McCabe
corrects Compayre’s error re Jerome as a “ Ciceronian ).
Tertullian (150-230) rejected all pagan education as ” a
robbery from God ” and dangerous to the new faith;

after Jesus Christ all curiosity, after the Gospel all
inquiry, tire unnecessary.” Gregory the Great (Pope,
590-604) condemned the Bishop of Vienne for “ the
unspeakable crime” of teaching profane letters. St. Basil
(326-380) was an exception.

After the fall of Rome, 5th century, every trace of
the Roman school system had disappeared before the end
of (he 6th century. From ‘the 5th to'l2th century

education was entirely under priestly control
McCabe says: ” No writer on education can 10
existence of a single school in Europe >$'yegro\/\b
Compayre has to say: “ But these [pagan] sca tie
closed, Christianity did not open others, alK\Jn LAV
fourth century, a profound night enveloped 1l

Hie labour of the Greeks and the Romans was <te
it never had been. . In the fifth century . «* e
young no longer study, the ‘teachers no lo&& ™ pe
pupils, and the learning languishes and dies eee
early part of the eleventh century the Bishop O “glicf
Adalberic, asserts that ‘ there is more than one
who cannot count the letters of the alphabet o
fingers/ In 1291, of all the monks in the cOlN\ ~
Saint Gall, there was not one who could read an ™ Ju
It was so difficult to find notaries public, that - L 1
*to be passed verbally. Too many Christia»™ »
word, confounded ignorance with holiness ” (pP'™ tJ

Compayre mentions three Renaissances: (1). Nir
Charlemagne (742-814) whose desire for civilisa 1- pi/
opposed and soon defeated by clerical opposition,
of the twelfth century, the issue of which was , pie
ticism, which taught dogmas but not training  the
intelligence; and (3) the great Renaissance °it”
sixteenth century which still lasts (pp. 71-76)* ,, o
Middle Age had completely neglected the ~I*gip»

nature (p. 96). Of the works of Erasmus (1 o),
Rabelais (1483-1553), and Montaigne

Compayre says, “ before pretending to surpass
even at this day, we should rather attempt to o™L
them ” (p. 85). ayyg:

Dr. G. G. Coulton, in his Medieval Scene (1930)»
The assertion that the monks were educators
general population is now abandoned by the best m
of all creeds,” and Mr. McCabe, referring to M«» o
bert's Monks
fairy tales,” which is the source of the common
erratic claim, quotes the competent Professor
(1796) that the monks ” rendered no service ™ ™ dlip

in connection with classic literature "—a verdw
ported by the Encyclopedia Britannica. Mr. udlJ
writes: “ Until Jewish and Moorish translators to#

them, the Middle Ages had not one work of - 11 ptf
save his Dialectics and not one work of Plato’s s pl
doubtful exception of Timoeus,” and he comPaie’y ijl
great libraries of Moorish Spain with the poor reSIiithb
the rest of Europe. Compayre says no more of th°
than this: “ As far back as the 9th century, tbe
had given an example to the rest of Europe by f°lq)ail
at Salamanca, at Cordova, and in other cities of/ lyp
schools where all the sciences were cultivated J#
Of the Jesuits, Voltaire said: ” The Fathers
nothing but Latin and nonsense,” and Leibnitz °VI*
“ In the matter of education the Jesuits have relil ],/1
below mediocrity 7 (p. 141). ” The Jesuits *itJ
deliberately and continuously neﬂlected and disr%?y
primary instruction ” (p. 142). *“ The ignorance
people is the best safeguard of its faith ” (p. 146)* J
Of the 16th century Reformers, who reC7jiif
ignorance as an evil, Luther relied on religious te& o
Calvin on Latin, Melancthon, ‘' the precepfp™A
Germany,” on belles-lettres, and Zwingli, on P11l
teaching. In the 17th century,'Comenius, pr°Jl jgtil
the first picture book for children, and in IB JJOE
centuries, Malebranche, Fenelon, and Rollin, were dlii
Christian pedagogues. In the 18th century, the J
founded by Loyola (1481-1566), whose
congregation was consecrated bv Pope Paul Il hl”™pP
controlled 24 universities, 157 training schools, allt

ofthe West (1800-67), “ the r
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I stand for dogma, blind obedience, and

Thel  “rva’e opinion.
MarmmT | cen”u?y encyclopeedists, Diderot, 33 Alembert,

Rationalill and bl i i e long list M\Q@!?
-u°nahSt educg{'}%@nla |s‘ts§‘F%(gQidF(|;1 Locke, ﬁ{ouss au,
Pdi°Z22¢ Kant, Condillac, Muabeau, Talleyrand,
O,lo;cet, Froebel, Comte, Founfier, ppereer, ~oew
ﬂ@gé?%d“)/vhe[epambridge University was funded
, Oxford in Vas
RfcW fc In tty,Sth century, the S.F.C.K
Msl(g%l * eir aim being ‘Vto fitjhe Chid "
i, care being taken not to
hu p mnS too much (as explained by the L ’'sofff> of
“"'m, 1714). No better was the aim of Lr BeU({
1811, under'the National School Society. with
bin u '8lous instruction to keep the pooi /I '
,J "KW a,]i moral, and the hardship of tbeu,In™* | t
'Wd by the prospect of a bright eterm >e 1
ﬂ<¢§a}‘Y<>_ﬂ’ Robert Owen’s secular school system at New
i T I': conclusion of all this, as Mr. McCabe points out
wlifhat the claim ‘that Christiantiy rendered services
n I1Paganism had not rendered, is false; am > _
v, stlan Church has to explain why, in and aftei |,4WUt
iif 17 O Christian control, some 95 per cent, ot e

<'mope were illiterate. GEORGE ROSS.

STEPS TO SANITY
11

With tinma” t S wdiich Britain possesses are useless.
1 ,N" sU' *s fiuite unable to defend her people and
Netion' ' ANl ™ s™e prepared to become an aggressor
Accessful U™ Urdess “er aggressive attack is completely

lIOve'o/ile militarily victorious side in such war as is
can only be that side which is capable
("ctiv;)ving hi a single surprise attack, the whole of the
o war-potential of its enemy. And it cannot
K e*
JPog ™ "etjss or failure of such an attack would depend
Hiddn tlI° (e”ree °f secrecy, skill and efficiency with
= OMeffils ~ ans were prepared and launched ; absolute
of the enemy’s defences and the power to
';li,,kxl e¥y overcome.them or ciccumvent them ; abso-
'd G‘M'edge of the disposition of his. war resources,
th luacy of hydrogen and atomic bombs, to
(Ii,.. "V¥h their means of deliverv.
"VF pOsai; teed success of the initial attack would render
I}IPort. 8I0n of a numerical superiority of bombs un-
la0Untn i ™ surgeon has no need of more than that
. °| anaesthetic than will paralyse his patient—
'‘Bely j1I{ eed, lie has another appointment. It is pre-
oecause such success cannot be guaranteed that
(IlU*'c*Papt in tlie present arms race seeks to attain
hi a" dative and quantitative superiority.
% SovVar between the United States of America and
*eHl le”™ Union, with their vast war-potential widely
W% [EA/er birge areas and an  Iron Curtain ” effect-
SwicRanting the acquisition of the necessary reliable
armapnents-location, _the questipn as to
*G COldd muster move and better bombs than
-Would be, extremely important, since the in-
1% ;i[ bdlurorj to'destroy, its enemy’s power of retalia-
jl h,,;.dbe firs! blow, would render the aggressor liable
\ cip 'dtaeksv The' advantage of possessing in
muinstances a larger stock-pile of bombs, would
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be that, should reprisal bombings result, the nominal
victory would eventually belong to the side which was
left with abalance of bombs in hand when ifs enemy’s
had been expended. And the “ victory ” would indeed
be nominal since two weeks of retaliatory atomic bomb-
ing would result in the destruction of the teeming life
and boundless treasure which are the heritage of botn
communities.

Britain's continued military adherence to tile Ameri-
can cause, can contribute nothing towards the desired
victory of Western Democraéy over Eastern Communism,
unless she herself is willing to become an active party to
the initial aggressive attack. Upon the success of the
attack rests the only possibility of military victory. Ann
complete success is impossible; But upon her willingness
to launch the attack rests the only possibility oi
" Defence.”

Britain’s massed population, her highly centralised in-
dustrial potential and the use of her territory as- a
necessary launching-base for an attack, render her ex-
tremely vulnerable. ~ -

The certainty of reprisal bombings is the logical con-
clusion to be drawn from the impossibility of completely
successful attack.

Britain’'s total destruction as a result, is the logical
deduction to be drawn from the certainty of reprisal
bombings; considering her vulnerability and the des-
tructive capacity of tlie bombs.

There is in fact no defence which we, alone or in con-
junction with the United States could offer, which could
save Britain from total annihilation, once the atomic
bombs were rained upon her.

If then, the aim of the British people is the furtherance
of the cause of Western Democracy, they are entitled to
inform the statesmen as to the maximum price they are
prepared to pay for it. For as a partner to our American
friend, “ Victory ” might well be ours—posthumously.
No price may be too great for them to pay for it—except
perhaps America.

As a.military factor in the cause of West versus East,
Britain's usefulness would cease with her physical des-
truction. Her epitaph—* They were expendible.” But
as a moral force her influence upon the course of world
events would be enormous. Divested of her useless
armaments and freed from her unwarranted political and
military entanglements she would have not an enemy in
the world.

Her people, by tlieir leadership and example, can
assume a dignity and render service to humanity of
incomparable quality.

Through 11.M. the King, the Prime Minister and the
Foreign Minister, Britain should in all solemnity pro-
claim to the-whole world, her determination to renounce,
with due warning to the powers concerned, every single
military commitment she has undertaken. That she will
never under any circumstances accept the responsibility
of endangering civilisation by using the bombs herself,
or by willingly allowing her territory or her nationals to
become instruments in connection with the use of the
hydrogen or atomic bombs.

There is no forseeable limit to the improvements which
Man can make to his way of living. An abundance of
scientific knowledge and technical skill are at his dis-
posal. There is not an economic or social problem which
he .is-incapable of solving.

Thu individualistic character of Man precludes the
possibility of there being an ultimate Utopia, of what-
ever brand. If heaven-on-earth wpre reached it would
he found to have its faults, for human progress is con-
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tinuous and finality is never reached. Each new horizon
disappears in his'tory and the measure of its worth is
the extent of economic and cultural freedom we enjoyed
and the harmony in which we lived.

And the route we follow towards the ideology we
embrace—the next horizon—is subject to a test. What
toll shall we be called upon to pay for the inches gained;
and in the paying, shall we gain in human dignity or
shall we suffer shame? That route towards our goal
which demands of us, in war, a reversion to bestiality,
by whatever noble-sounding and self-deluding title, is
demonstrably the wrong one, morally and tactically.

C. E. PALMER.

CHRISTIANITY'S EARLY DAYS

IT was T. W. Hanson, an eminent theologian, who
wrote about the many who have attempted to produce
biographies of Jesus, and who said: “ By their lives of
Jesus ye shall know them.” In other words, it is probable
tha'c uiose who write biographies of Jesus tend to demon-
strate themselves rather than Jesus m the books winch
appear. Mr. F. F. Bruce, whose The Dawn of Chris-
tianity (Paternoster Press; 6s.) has just made its
appearance, admits that there may be something m this
criticism, and that it may even be applied to those who
write of Christian origins and the early days of the
Church. In spite of the fact that Mr. Bruce is the Head
of the Department of Biblical IT.story and Literature
in the University of Sheffield, then, his book may be
regarded as in some sense a personal approach to the
problems and not necessarily as in any way an authorita-
tive statement.

The surprising thing about the book is that it shows
an amazing command of all the general background of
Biblical history, and of the writers of almost all schools
who have in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
dealt with the problems of the early Church, and yet at
the same time has a strangely uncritical approach to the*
.matters dealt with in the Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles—not to mention the Epistles of Paul. Mr.
Bruce is, for instance, deeply read in the works of such
writes as the late Dr. C. J. Cadoux and Kirsopp Lake—
writers whose approach to Biblical questions has been
approved by many thinkers of all liberal schools, from
Church of England Modernists and Unitarians to
Rationalists. Yet this book by Mr. Bruce appears to
accept (for instance) many of the statements in St.
John’s Gospel as being quite literally true. Those who
have suggested that the Gospel of St. John is more in
the nature of a theolog:cal tract than a direct history
of events would not have any appeal to Mr. Bruce, and
this will tend to dissuade some thoughtful readers from
appreciating his book at its true worth.

And that, | think, is a pity, for much of the volume
is attractive and interesting. It presents a lively picture
of the background in which )he Church grew up, and,
even if it does not attempt to portray 'the figure of Jesus
in that background, it does give an idea of the early
disciples of Jesus and the way in which their ideas
developed.

Now, | know that 1 shall be annoying some regular
readers (and some regular contributors) when T say that
the Myth Theory of Christian origins has always seemed
to me totally unconvincing and unsatisfactory. 1 have
always thought that, whatever may be said about the
beliefs of modern eChristians, there must have heen y
person, an individual, behind the gospel stories. And

September

,, Qiurdl

| have long been of opinion that where Eie ea’~gt LI

erred was in allowing the Greek mysticism 0O htte

to oust the sturdy commonsense of St. Petei-

is Mr. Bruce's comment:— n
There were not two or more dlvergel n

i the geedl news eireulating in the aFGyopbdiir

but one and the same account, whether A

by Pault B¥ter, James, or anyoﬁe else. e

ditterences might or might not arise - tQu te

Paul and the others, they were agreed,

basic facts which constituted the gospell- na sd
This is one of the statements which, as, *i' OK ia Uff
will tend to invalidate much of Mr. Bruce s " kelké
eyes of many of us. One does not need to be ssae 1
m the- Myth Theory to see that the basic me”™ yi'
Ht. Paul, as it is recorded in the Pauline Epl§p‘'= tg
many respects different from the"basic message "

Gospels. In 'the words of a leading Unitarian, y prois
Hall (TreBdies  of a Unitarian; [>lUIs J
Is. Gd) ofchwo™

Hvery great Movemeiit s its W& . noll
battle-cry. Whe great word of the ReftrHia , j. [©
Faith, which is Pauline in origin. But I a fleae,

the greatest name in Christianity. Jesus =~ ] V6»
Faith is not the noblest word in religion-
nobler.” e tio> I"

It will be seen that in this critical apple A frl
Mr. Bruce's book | have deliberately refrajjl Alo
guoting from the Freethought and Rationa

sophers who have discussed ‘the problems of tb
“This is because | have tried to OS¢ g

book on its own merits, without too deeply j

all the implications behind it, or the compJeX 4

which it more or less takes for granted. The

Christianity eseenie to me, inawever; wo be a pr°

volume, and one which can be read with PYeasU[Jbii™1
vitded the general bacKground of the awiiior $ ¢ W
be remembered. It will impress those who luy
deeply studied theological matters; those who”a'l gpl
to think things bluy fur iHickiissivips wm b6 Kss |
but will, I think, still find it a worth-while
know that in my library it will find a place onpj pot'
which contains Renan’s Life of Jesus, Dr. Cocknj b j,i"
Christianity Make Sense?, Dir. H. B. Fosliek'*
from Nazareth, and Llewelyn Powy’'s The
Fallacy. That may seem to some readers a * fT
assorted bunch of books; but at the same time WV
that i regard Mr. Bruce’'s volume as not unwol™ ij
rank with them should be an indication of vy |
my «eyes. And such a personal assessment is 1<
that a critic can hope to givt tiP
JOHN ROWAMV

SCARECROWS
|

THE moon shone from a clear spring sky, ;su P aey
could see the scarecrow in the« middle of Thirty * $

to be substantial, somethlng solid, not a wraiw, A
Walking a little unsteadily on return from &
Old Tom paused at the gate and looked, sayiUo
Damn fine scarecrow that. N
Slowly and carefully Old Tom climbed over the *§
gate and strode toward the scarecrow, treadiub
cumbrous precision as a countryman does not T
m the young wheat now in strong growth
Stopping to face, the scarecrow about two yar®»
OIld Tom raised his head and looked steadily at the ~
Clad in farmer’s cast-off clothes and stuffed wi”™l
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hakdthatands o the

Jace had black e>

<' md outspread fingers, old

crossbar holdin Hp the arms.
on a Mg round head whoso

mu %{/eed’ Q?SBe%'ted”&S’iétbrom

r in_all me life.” | the scarecrow
O ,&F%deou 've made many,” retum 1\

3rtﬁag %3?%% not surprised af

’tlf\{(lerr}gder.” .

‘ Too ”
many.

K y,uest scarecrow N

have that. M°ren 1

‘an count or

an'that be? ”
u an%lyour class’'ve been making scarecrows time*
of memory.'n ,
\ye- | recollect my old feyther saylng as mw ie
scaring crows with a clapper when he weie

I Before that,” pressed the scarecrow,
jelling Ihs bat sideways Old Tom scratched his head
S Ore saying dubiously, “ I do recall my old g"nddam
Ing how when her were a girlkid her used to mine
iin0 On tins common, and could drive 'em anywhere
ared ragon a slick.”
. Alld sheep dogs,” added the scarecrow cryptlcally

Ae Old Tom stared the scarecrow insisted: Tlnna
a of others.”
irv~  °hl labourer continued to stare mystlfled m ica
Puzzlement by shaking his head. t
(t ,A°u’re dull,” commented the scarecrow. A

11blame you when men who think they re wisci  nui
L u Ue unable to understand. Many of em are sca™
ers etter ones than you. Have you e\t
£°* I ain't. How comes it? ”
i *°u and your fellows who do the woikaro *
, Jo scared Off lest you take too much of what s you

“ You've seen notices “ Keep °h the Tiass
Wsrpfassen}s,,wnl be Prosecuted ” and those sort,
on't you-

, - A

w Heaps of 'em. Times out of number and taken
élg,rmgle notice of 'em,” retorted Old Tom coi

tvinSo you say. In practice you and your knul’'ve been
ffi ,,8 away from scarecrows more than buds o n

Ton't sec it,” responded Old Tom stoutly.

11
" scarecrow’s voice remained bland but grave as m

Cfeued: “ You don't as millions more dont. IUc
..( Wuld he different and better if you did/
4J»ake yourself clear,” protested Old Tgll. You 're

« IViug me fairish.” Cy '
tin VAy well, listen. Your governments exist jjJm n
| /.'T scarecrows to terrify you masses of common

Soldiers for the purpose of Killing you n
L " uniforms with lethal weapons m then ha =
\//. iU use on"orders from those who dressed them,
me

1 ~rly on the seas sailors are sent about the world

and grotesque ships bristling with guns to

tiln1 Populaces of countries bordering the ocean.

ALl d swim submarines, vessels of no civilian use at
«j 98Hed only to create fear in those floating above.

Ui ,NI0SG are not scaring enough, through the skies

| “Ith,°sties of brids to terrify inhabitants of cities on the

Neath.”
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“ We must defend ourselves against enemies,”
Old Tom.

“ That's one of the biggest scarecrows; so far lias been
one of the most effective; more effective than | can ever
hope to be, for my warning off space and power are
limited.

” Yet there are others. Your streets are patrolled by
men blue-clad to strike more awe, whose chief purpose
is 'to protect property and wealth—of the minority who
possess them.

“ If you transgress the sacred rights of property you
find yourself in the presence of more elaborately clad
scarecrows. Those in black and white with horsehair
wigs will devise intricate charges against you till you're
astonished at the culpabilities of your actions, however
innocent they may seem to yourself.

" While still frightened another Scarecrow in red and
fur robes and bigger wig will condemn you to incarcera-
tion in a horrible building where your condition will be
worse than any caged bird or penned animal of which you
keep many.”

The scarecrow paused, to start again.
many of us: Hunger, unemployment-,
neighbours; dozens of ws<—and religion.”

Religion! ” cried Old Tom, awed at the scorn in the
tones with which religion was uttered.

Yes, religion. Your poet Burns, with inkling of what
I mean, wrote:—1

gasped

” There are
opinion of your

The- fear 0’ death’s a hangman’s whip
To haul the wretch in order.’

So your priests are rigged differently from other
people, especially from those like yourself who do the
work of the world. They strengthen the fear by buildings
which strike'chill into your hearts and weaken your manli-
ness. To complete the demoralisation they talk about a
deity they never show you or explain to you.”

As Old Tom recoiled in dread of the conclusion to which
this reasoning was leading, the scarecrow sa.d: “ Look
at me, and consider.”

A man,” stammered Old Tom.
stretched on a wooden cross.”

” Fixed, arms out-

Quite so0,” corroborated this one. “ The greatest
scarecrow.”
Wiliat'm | to do? ” demanded Old Tom, though in

his perturbation attaching little meaning to his words]

Think for yourself. Keep on thinking. Let no one
try to stop you or divert your thoughts, as many will do.
Continue thinking. Now go, and think.”

A. li. WILLIAMS.

APOTHEOSIS OF NOTHING

We hail thee, Lord, as “ Prince of Peace,”
But when the world with gunfire rattles,
Then psalms and anthems never cease,
To “Lord of Hos'ts,” and “ God of Battles.”

The ” Great -Destroyer ” we invoke,

While cities flame and homes are wrecked,
But when the peace bells ring again,

We praise the ” Mighty Architect/'

" Lord God of This,” “ Almighty That,”
" Titles ” galore, as in the ” flicks,”
But when the sum is added up,
The answer’s there in one word—" nix ” !

ARTHUR B. CARPENTER.



854 THE FREETHINKER September”

ACID DROPS

The Rev. Austin Lee—an Anglican—after 21 years in
the service of Christ appears to have little love left for
the Church. He says:

The ghastly thing about the Church of England
is the way it draws into its net young men of talent
bursting with ideals and then throws them on the
scrap heap.”

Mr. Lee actually thought that the Church of England
was “ a living force ” to fight atheism and Materialism!
Well, well. He now knows a little better.

Mr. Lee won't be liked for his plain speaking. Indeed,
had it not been for Freethought, his Bishop would have,
perhaps, condemned him to a dose of boiling oil but we
civilized even our bishops. The way to get on in the
Church is, it seems, to lick boots, always say “ Yes.
my Lord,” and never say “ Xo, my-Lord.” And now,
what will his Bishop say to Mr. Lee?

According to the Christian, 100,000 copies of the
Gospels bad been distributed to the Koreans by April ot
this year. Tlie Holy Spirit, we are blithely told, got in
“ first” with a “ strategy” enabling individuals and
churches to stand. In 26 churches, three evenings a
week were given to special meetings. And the net re-
sult was—the War! But what would the Korean Bible
Society have said if 100,000 copies of the Freethinker
had been distributed instead?

The Director of the Notts Education Committee has
discovered that religious services in our schools are no
“ empty formality,” but sincere and reverent, and
reveal a true sense of worship.” And this is said of poor
little kids who have about as much sense of worship as
a sheep ! The truth is most children recite the fatuous
Lord’s Prayer exactly as they recite the multiplication
table—the only difference being that they understand the
multiplication table, and haven’t the ghost of an idea
what the Lord’s Prayer is about (nor for that matter has
the teacher).

13

A correspondent to the Schoohminter who believes in
religion complains that “ as soon as religion has to be
taught,” it “ ceases to be religion.” it gets mixed up
wi™h politics and “ degenerates into warring creeds.”
This gentleman has got it quite right. Why not plum])
for Secular Education and let the various religious
bodies fight it out in the own churches?

At long last a parson has discovered that “ England is
a Mission Area "—that is, it is about time some great
efforts should be made to convert England. The Rev. J.
de Blank wants “ a rew* ministry of working men among
working men,” and he seems quite certain that England
will once again become a green and pleasant Christian
land. Well, there are a good many working men who
read this journal—why does not Mr. de Blank try and
bring some of them over to Christ?

Like many other Christian sects Jehovah’'s Witnesses
aim at being in the limelight, and again like other sects,
they prefer to be opposed rather than ignored. Speaking
in Brockwe1l Park recently, one of Jehovah'’s elect said lie.
did not think much of religion—* it was invented by the
Devil in Eden.” He should have said that it was religion
which invented not only Eden and the. Devil but also
Jehovah. And—alas—religion invented Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses as well. May we add that we prefer Jehovah to
his Witnesses? After all Jehovah is a myth.

Ic* N 00 enholmes insists that t
Tler«wv.geS"*' thf Church i, ,nil)Jp ,,nmy No.,

h tike “ AtUvn ‘Ai"e SUspeet- much nore »PP/
Yol fMRRr of P 2 otieil%n ShridlMre/

violently pr - ' If not alU Communists »
ay case, he mn i° Ineehanistic ” Matérialisal,

3 LenAeIfYG ? J B0V~ 7 oppdsedto all
Church.' " Nonimunism or—even the Clrst

The World Council of Churches, which recerdb 1 po
Toronto, and which debated religious libeit> "™
words surely rule each other out—go all hot aia county
when it discovered that seven strongly CjiUIICE 'S,

discriminated ” against Protestants. And»
Catholics countered by reporting similar discil”™ €] i
against them. But what can one expect/
during the Middle Ages and long afterwards j
and Protestants Kkilled, tortured, andimpri”l as;ﬁiﬂ’\
other—and both in turn used the same taetlh
heretics!  Separate Church and State, an( SOt
will he done to oust religious terrorism no n,a
Church practises it.

th

In spite of nearly 2,000 years of transubstantiftl™ii®
Roman Catholic hierarchy are finding it hard 1° ¢l
the sheep that a priest, uttering a magical “dlinjnto
change a piece of bread and a glass of wins
veritable flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. The illG#
admits that even after the magic, the ” sub™ ‘~tr»
look and taste like bread and wine, and tba * Aill-
chemical analysis, they appear exactly the salligjilt joo
we have the assurance of the Church that w® 11 ge alll
on it as “ substance ” in tbe “ scholastic stl,. ¢pd'
then all will be well; for it exists “ in time Jur il"
b\ reason of and through its accidents.” Afi(>He {
tinguished converts, in particular, will now IU
thank heaven at such clarity of exposition.

P

The Rev. Donald Soper, who has for many di,
sidered himself an infidel slayer, appears to be ) 'lie <
lurbed at Communism which, he declares, is- . ™~ 1
the greatest rivals to Christianity.” He has
socialist for 20 years but so far has not been able t* ‘pir*
Communism. But he is quite certain that if O1[ ,v el
tians “ would talk to the people on a level E
understand,” they would all become Christiem’U I
talk like this when all he has to do is to rt|
beautiful simple words of Jesus, is astonishing- , -off]

The * people,” he declared, “ don’t understaia "\
Qi these tremendous things we believe in.” "1 I
Because ” Christians are trying to start with
familiar instead of the familiar.” For an infidel /ofl
this is highly amusing. But may we ask M1*
how he ])roposes to explain to “ the })eople "— 0
Birth, the Assumption of Mary, the Resurrtl AJr
Jesus and His Jewish saints, the Ascension, the 11 ~r
the angels, and the devils of Christianity? Surel
things are “ familiar ” ?

---------- H»l
“The Christian World” has discovered that ‘‘the |

to freedom is a (Christian claim—man lias no ‘ M|, W
right to freedom; only his right as a son of God- 1)
should love to hear the Rev. 1). Soper expound
markable “ teaching ” to infidel« as a prelude
complete conversion.
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“UABY IMPORTANT

«eciv ,V NN iniPorfance to all Freethinkers has been
f °~cos of the N.S.S. It concerns the

*is gegj 1 life-long Atlleist who, during life, expressed
° *°r cremation and a Secular Service. The

‘¥ery ij’, lesPriisible for the disposal of liis remains had
the eil™on of carrying out his wishes, but were told
is it w ncer”a”er that a Secular Service was impossible
the law of the. land, and a minister of

1 fej; .0 SO0lne denomination would have to conduct
W NE T Serv{'e* R was a shocking display of
11 hie . ¥the undertaker <n the legal aspects involved

A Allsiness.
Mute "“j ~rne the relatives were not in a position to

et le undertaker’'s statements and so. another
hv ,luker was cremated, with a Christian Service given

The Sa?%emt?]ri]ng might happen to you unless you have
eeautions. There is often a reluctance to discuss
urrarigernents during life, but it is wise and

n (™ 8- tt seems fa'rly certain tliat all
‘l-utd, ,llkers will have to die some day, one cannot dodge
\Xx ¢ sulsctiblag to The Freethinker, or joining the
Fiie @ 80 d you liave not already made the position

i, ta>to your next of kin, do so as a matter of good

'HQJ ? National Secular Society Handbook, which may
p- aill°d for sixpence, plus one penny postage, from
IP.( Pn6er Pness, 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.I.,
ff ( B a section giving full particulars of the legalitiy
Tiular Service, and 'the method of procedure.
(ra> . ecjthinker should secure a copy; make the
\ Jps that section known to his family and keep
‘Hdl lIndbook in.a place where it can easily be found
~ Necessary.
N'thjn the Handbook lias been sent to the relatives
N*fi]j particular case, but. of course it was too late to be
M correcting the ignorance of the undertaker.

H. FT. ROSETTL
President, N.S.S.
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“LABOUR'S LOST LEADER M

N\ 111LE still a schoolboy, 1was asked to make a drawing
of John Burns for our local newspaper and, curiously
enough, it is astonishingly like the design on the wrapper
of \'illiam Kent’s full length biography of perhaps the
greatest orator the Labour Movement in this country has
produced (John Burns, Labours Lost Leader>Williams
& Norgate, Ltd., 25s.. net). 1 did not at the time know
anything about John Burns, except that he was a pal
of Ben Tillett, who had helped in organising a great strike
of which 1 have vivid recollections as a small boy in Hull;
and of course, what he said at the meeting where 1 made
my sketch was so much Greek to me. But John Burns,
right up to 1914, was a tremendous force in politics, and
from that first introduction, | always kept an eye on his
sayings and doings.

Mr. Kent's biography is splendidly done. It is wise,
witty, and informative, and particularly so for those who,
these days, are apt to forget what had to be done in the
early days of the working-class revolt against tyranny
and injustice. We are more likely to remember Annie
Besant’'s conversion to Theosophy than her magnificent
fight for tlie poor girls employed by match firms at starva-
tion wages; and when John Burns died a few years ago,
we could only recall perhaps how he left politics in 1914
because he did not agree with the war.

Mr. Kent's narrative of his early struggles not only to
gain a living for himself but to improve the lot of his
fellow workers, carries the reader breathlessly on. It
recalls dozens of incidents buried in the files of news-
papers or, in some cases, forgotten books. His vivid pen
paints those exciting days when pioneers like Cunning-
hame Grahame, Bernard Shaw, William Morris, U. M.
Hyndman, Keir FJardie, Tom Mann, and Ben Tillett,
were moving heaven and earth to improve work conditions
and wages for the unlucky people who were expected to
work long hour» at scandalously small pay, who were
liable to get sacked without redress of any kind, who
had no pensions, no holidays (with pay), and whose final
plight was often those vile institutions called workhouses.

John Burns was born in 1858 in Lambeth", the son of a
Scotsman who gave the world no fewer than 18 children.
It is not surprising, in view of this fact, that John,
though a Socialist, insisted that he was also a Malthusian.
After a fairly rough childhood, John settled down more
or less in Battersea. His work as an engineer took him
early to the West African Coast and his experiences there
served him well in after life. He was married in 1882
and had one son.

Soon his impassioned oratory began to make a stir in
the world of labour, and the S.D.E. asked him to stand
as an independent Labour candidate in the 1885 election.
1L1 polled just under 600 votes—not at all had for a
pioneer. Later, lie * harangued ” his fellow workers and
others day in and day out, eventually clashing with the
authorities. Those were the. days when men, desperate
with need and hunger, marched to Trafalgar Square in
thousands. He was brought into court and at first
acquitted; but in 1887 there were riots in which men were
killed and injured, and Burns and Cunninghame Grahame
were both sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment.

When the London County Council was born in 1888,
Burns stood for Battersea as a Socialist, and was elected
top of the poll with 8,071 votes. And in 1889 came the
great Dock Strike, when lie led huge processions round
the City of London. The dockers had a splendid case,
and not to he outdone, the Roman Catholic Church came
in on their side with Cardinal Manning as a strong
supporter. It may interest readers to hear what Sidney
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Holland (later Lord Knutsford) wrote abou'o him :—

“ The Cardinal came in—a small ascetic looking man
with his red cardinal’s cap on his head. He made a ver®
eloquent speech, but struck a completely wrong note. Ho
knew nothing about the rights and wrongs of the dispute,
he treated us dock directors as if we were a merciless
money-grabbing set of men, only caring for the protits
of the company, not caring how much we ground down
the men, and in spite of his eloquence he failed to make
any impression. It would have been better if he had not
intervened.

Mr. Kent quotes Lord Knutsford as saying that he
thought Burns Imd more statesmanlike qualities than
Tillet't, but that “ Tom Mann was the greatest force of
the three, and had original ideas.” Manning did, however,
help to bring the strike to an end with the dockers gain-
ing practically all their demands.

It was also a great personal triumph for John Burns;
but a railwaymen's strike in Glasgow, ‘to which lie went
in support, was not so successful, though his reputation
grew higher and higher. In fact, as far back as 1892,
he urged a Ministry of Labour—not to be accomplished
until 1916. He entered Parliament in 1892 as a Radical,
though The Times described him as a Socialist. It was
Keir Hardie who entered as a Socialist under the term
Labour, for Burns “ never was a Labour member in the
same sense,” comments his biographer.

Mr. Kent knew Burns personally towards the last years
of his life, but he has taken immense pains to get at
the facts and “ debunks ” quite a lot of “ mythology,”
some deliberately fostered by Burns, some merely artistic
exaggerations. For example, lie once askd Bradlaugh
for the loan of legal works on the rights of public meet-
ings, and Mr. jKent was told by Burns that Bradlaugh
refused. It was quite untrue, for Bradlaugh replied that
“ he would be pleased to assist him.” Mr. Kent adds,
“ Burns was no more orthodox religiously than
Bradlaugh, but was afraid to be closely associated with
him.” Perhaps one reason for this *was the debate
between Bradlaugh and Hyndman, in which—jn the
opinion of many who heard it— Bradlaugh almost made
mincemeat of his Socialist opponent.

Mr. Kent's chapters on Burns as an M.P., during the
Boer War, and as a Cabinet Minister, are packed with
interest, recalling as they do so many almost forgotten
events which, before the world-shattering two wars of
lhis century, shook the complacency of Victorian and
Edwardian England to a degree hardly conceivable these
days. Burns himself had also moved in many ways, and
entered the Government as a Liberal. His picture in
court dress was a far cry from the working man of his
earlier and livelier days.

Opposing England’s entry into a European War m
1914, he resigned from the Cabinet, and Mr. Kent deals
fully with this momentous event in Burns’'s life, for it
practically finished his public career.

Thenceforth he spent his time with his hobbies, notably
collecting books, and in this was aided by an annuity
from millionaire Andrew Carnegie, of £1,000 a year.
There are a hundred extracts | would like to give from
Mr. Kent’'s, entertaining biography if space allowed,
especially the many personal ones recorded by him with
the fidelity of a Boswell—which, in a sense, he was to
John Burns.

It is interesting to learn that Burns did not think much
of Attlee or Morrison, but had an unqualified admiration
for William Morris, Fred Henderson, Bernard Shaw,
and that fine historian of London, H. B. Wheatley. He
also had a great liking for Sir Henry Irving and Robert
Blatchford.

Burns was terrifically interested in More’s JXopia—he

. ))d C* Hl“l
scoured everywhere for its many :
(I00e including they prigelgss \first edition, = oo |
Lﬂe%%/self—will enjoy Mr. Kent’s en%ros i ) »
tHe B9 000 volumes scattered al over MY 5 'OA/\I their
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WHAT A MAGISTRATE Ty

ilv
OUTRAGED to the depths of his being, he
himself go at the awful example of depravity ‘R (B
“ 'That is the dreadful state of things, in London finl

he stormed. They know no more about ri*Vyinlisi"

the natives of darkest Africa. They are just nll

i hat is why we have so much crime.” jni't
Iliis outburst, widely reported in the uint

have evoked sympathetic shudders in Christian it
everywhere. Ugh, 'orrible! Let us glance, there *
the occasion which gave rise to it. The court was ji
at Clerkenvvell. The magistrate was Mr. Frank a
=Before him was a schoolgirl of thirteen, not acC™, \Hit
any crime, hut called as a witness Do you kfl0",," ~
it means to take an oath? he asked her. “
replied. ” Do you go to Sunday School?” he th™lL w
“ No,” she replied again. “ Do your parent ld
church?” was his third question, and once inore” tre
answered “ No.” Obviously a witness from wh®
answers to simple questions might he expected. jul
She was, be it noted, called as a witness, f°r 1
pose of performing a social duty. A good inagis*1l! il
of course, treat all witnesses with consider™¥4 fiid f
courtesy, except when their behaviour makes it
they are trying to mislead the court. A child
needs especial kindness to overcome its natural I t
ness in what must be awe-inspiring surroundingB ‘gjy I"
establish the confidence in which its evidence i*)l
be most complete, frank and valuable. When tin% b3
girl said that she did not know the meaning of an I Jr
was, in fact, an opportunity for a good magistrate
jiniy his qualities. He would have explained to
before giving evidence she must repeat a form oj
and that if afterwards she was found to have said 1
tilings she could he punished by the court. . yO
One could respect a magistrate who acted in ta ' ;i
even if one considered, as | do, that the oath )i
objectionable survival of primitive superstition-
Powell, however, chose to display his complete llil
for the paid office he occupies. There was no H1
to ask the girl whether she went to Sunday School” olit
parents went to church. These questions were g ™ e (liil
side the competence of the court, and could servé JI()p
pose beyond giving Mr. Powell his chance to t
nonsense and deliver himself of an insulting refeij )lir
a large number of unoffending Londoners and
He appears to hold the opinion that there is sorrli fkl
deplorable in the attainment of a level of intelligellV,
sees in the oath an example of the “ magic ” that 1
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I3?MAS PAINE AND THE AMERICAN CRISIS

' rorm address deliyered at the unveiling of the
yl *35 i Clire 8tatue in Burnham Park, Morristown,
Jersey, on July ~ [n the 174th geav of American
UPr\\"ePen”ence - i
s~ this hallowed ground where precious )00 *
ior our Freedom, we come to dedicate a statue ot
a Paine, This event is long overdue—overdue vy
r\jst a century and a-half. . m.. v-i
us statue is to commemorate the critical Ciisis -
etermine the success or failure of the - inel

It \;\\b; rh*
e_re, perhaps upon this very site in Burnham
¢ t 1 e tyrning point of this struggle for freedom
It Pace-
AuNhwi resPOUse to the agonising cry of George
ilv 01» Thc Commander-in-Chief of the Revolution-
Kidig/8 |V as we” as to the groans of despair from the
(dp le,"selves, in this critical American crisis that
\ SINU ANd ONe MAN AloNe—Thomas Paine—rose to
fi*hi, i ®&ne lights of heroic action, and by the eloquem
® fje sphung words and by his own unselfish devotion
natd cause, of Human Freedom, became both the
\Wil(:ad Saviour of the American Republic.
B llu; words of COMMON SENSE Thomas Paine’s
~dependence— were still being eagerly read by
md the stirring words of the Declaration of
q o P\JlGe were being groclaimed throughout the land,
- Pealing of the Liberty Bell had not yet subsided
% shot was fired in the war for Independence.
Kt We |n u° position to defend New York, and
y B ri”~yhimself. in referring to the superior forces of
OdefierlS ~eneral said, ” Nothing seems to remain but
.miri€ the time of their taking possession.”
W v e8sion they took !
le» °rk’ -“ew York was gone!
NevOuf° P 16 began to wonder if they had not made a
n h Mistake. Did they let the persuasiveness of
get the better of their judgment?
] ™ushington possessed the fortitude of a great
if Wasn°t immune to defeat and discouragement,
d ePthe cause seemed hopeless, and when his avenues
frtntoseemcd closed, he pondered with deep serious-
to Incans and methods by which he might escape to
1 $0 {45 to avoid being captured and shot as a
rcbel-

f Paine was with the Army through al] it trials
'H"'kﬁﬂgﬁ?@@& e was with tile Aﬁmy dLring its

I®tlu-ougli the Jerseys He was with Washington

‘lifon
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during the perilous crossing of the Delaware, and he
himself was ” surprised how they got through; and at a
loss to account for those powers of mind, and springs of
animation, by which they withstood the forces of
accumulated misfortune.”

Tliis indeed was the crisis in America’s struggle for
Freedom.

Legend has it that Thomas Paine sat beside a bivouac
tire, immune to the winter’s cold, with his musket across
his knee, wearing Washington’s coat, and with a stroke
of genius, just as he had done in Common Sense, penned
“ The American Crisis” with these flaming words of

inspiration: —
” These are the times that try men’s souls. The
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in

this crisis, shrink from the service of his country;
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like- hell, is
not easily conquered; yet we have thig consolation
with us, that the harder the conflict, the more
glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we
esteem too lightly.: ’tis dearness only that gives
everything its value. Heaven knows how to put a
proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange
indeed, if so celestial an article as freedom should
not be highly rated.”

Common Sense was talking and the people listened.

There was no doubt about the honesty, the integrity
and the sincerity of Thomas Paine.

Hardly had the words been printed when Washington,
realising the power they possessed, had them read and
re-read to his few remaining soldiers. The results were
like magic.

Washington’s army was rejuvenated. New recruits
rallied to the General’s side. Men flocked to the Standard
Bearer and a new army was created. New and stronger,
and more determined than ever before.

While the struggle continued, George Washington was
encamped here in Morristown, with the burdens of the
war weighing heavily upon his shoulders—too heavy for
the Commander and Chief of the Revolutionary Army to.
bear.

But to Thomas Paine there was no “ giving up.”

Just as at the critical moment he had infused fresh
patriotism into Washington’'s despairing army, so again
in a “ passion of patriotism,*” with money instead of
words, he met this Crisis.

Paine had money due him for his services as Clerk of
the Assembly. And what do you think he did?

He took $500 of his meagre salary, enclosed it with
a letter that only a Thomas Paine could write and sent
it to a wealthy friend, Mr. Blair M’'Clennghan, and told
him that he wanted to start the subscription with his gift
of $500 to establish a bank to finance the war, and was
ready to give another $500 if needed.

That very evening, Paine’s appeal was read to a group
of wealthy men meeting in a coffee house, and within less
than six months, the subscriptions, spreading like wild
tire, had collected to a sum of over $1,000,000.

Washington’s sword would have been wielded in
vain had it not been supported by the pen of Paine.”

John Adams made this statement. He was there. He
saw it happen. He knew. He also said: “ History is to
ascribe the American Revolution to Thomas Paine.”

These statements become even more significant when
you take into consideration the fact that Adams was not
friendly to Paine. Ho made these statements because of
the sheer force of truth behind them.

George Washington, who perhaps better than any other
single individual in the world knew the value of Thomas
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Paine’s services to the cause of American Independence,
when he learned of Paine’s neglect and poverty, wrote
and invited him to come to his headquarters then in
Princeton. He said :(—

“ Your presence may remind Congress of your past
service to this country, and if it is in my power to
impress them, command my best exertions, by one
who entertains a lively sense of the importance of
your work.”

Why, might you ask, has Paine been so shamefully
neglected ?

I know-the answer. | will tell you why.

After he had freed man from political tyranny, he set
about to free him from religious superstition. That is all.
That was his “ crime.” If such a thing can be called a
crime—the emancipation of man from the twin enemies
of Freedom—Tyranny and Superstition.

He was denied citizenship and the sovereign right to
vote in the Republic he created. He was unjustly im-
prisoned by those whom he had helped to make famous,
while others turned a deaf ear to his plea for help, and
remained silent as he was condemned to be guillotined!

An ignorant conductor ordered him off a coach in an
arrogant and insulting manner as if he had been a
dangerous criminal or a moral leper.

He was spat upon and tripped into the gutter. He
was burnt in efligy. Nails were made with the initials
“ T.P.” and put into the spies of shoes to symbolise
grinding him into the earth. He» was humiliated and
insulted. lie was obscenely caricatured. He was
slandered, vilified, and libelled. Every filthy epithet was
hurled at him. And many ignorant people even to-day
would heap upon him these hateful and slanderous acts.
And for what ? What did he do? What was his “crime” ?

He created the American Republic, suffering every
known personal sacrifice so that we might live under a
government guaranteeing to every individual, regardless
of race, colour or creed, the right to “ life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”

Thomas Paine’s Idealism in the lace of such conduct is
heart-breaking.

Thomas Paine lived as exemplary a life as any man
who ever walked upon this earth, and if Nature is capable
of rendering a service to Mankind, she could not give us
a greater gift than another Thomas Paine.

The struggle for American Independence started with
the publication of Common Sense, on January 10, 1770,
followed by the Declaration of Independence on July 4,
and ended with the publication of the last number of
The .American Orisis on April 19, 1783, ori llie eighlli
anniversary.of the first shot fired at Lexington.

And nothing could be more appropriate’ in the
observance of this Independence Day than the dedication
of a statue to the man who was the author of all three
immortal documents.

You cannot, separate Thomas Paine from the American
Revolution’ The one is interwoven into the other.

Common Sense, The Declaration of Independence, arid
The American Crisis might very properly be called the
73ibJe of the American Republic, and the Charter and
Testament for the Freedom of Mankind.

Only Thomas Paine said that a' declaration of
indeveftpince made'it .impossible for him to give up the
s(niggle. .It' made it impossible, for him because he bad
written In this greatest manifesto of Fre dom, the pledge
of his life, Ins fortune and his sacred honour, to establish
its principles.

While | consider it a great privilege and not an incon-

that*'17r> J'.1,uu* co dedicate tms statue triotri™

I>v hononr'd "if perform a greater act of patriol
outing lhomas Raing on this 4th of Jalys . grate*

Without him there would have been no Unjl
of America. There would have been no . gpaflg"
Day. There would be no waving of the w fci#
Banner in the breezes above our heads to e
that Liberty still prevails in our land. s&ioii O
And now to you, Mayor Mills, with a D olit
patriotism ” on this glorious 4th of July* ' Indepf
hundred and seventy-fourth year of America jo thi
deuce, | give you this inspiring statue, as a n
the people of Morristown, which our great siru olie nifll
Georg Lober, lias made of Thomas Paine 4ne
who more than any other single individual, “vas ie
for the establishment of our Great Republic.
JOSEPH
(Reprinted from Com jnonsense.)

SHAKESPEARE—DUCK OR SWAN ? A

MU. CUTNEU 1ms “ eaten the leek ” at the in
Mr. Yates. He is much subdued. He takes * il
a sullen refusal to discuss the matter furtl
Mr. Yates. jee M
In his onslaught Mr. Yates notices with urda* ottt
amusement Mr. Cutner recounts his easy ti*mnll
former opponents. LefeP
1 was one of those opponents and Mr. Cutiml it
to my effort thus: “ One gentleman pointed °1 ~ I*
was much more likely that William Shakespe \jc
Stratford wrote the poems of Edward De Vere t 1)0Utd
versa, and 1 doubt if lie changed his mind when AqUiUL
out that it was hard to believe that even his great-
at the age of six was quite capable of doing tha’' ;a*l
My name was not given, and being a lazy correct
I was minded to let this travesty go by the b?!!f fere'Q'
Mr. Yates’' observations prompt me to give
of the affair. , pvil®d
A few years ago— 1 can’t say exactly when h°' px(\\
kept the <copy of The Freethinker—Mr. ~
championed the claim of Edward De Yere to fu jIUJ
attributed to William Shakespeare, of Stratford* <inoH
read the poems of De Vere and | marvelled thai * *0"
could conclude that the same hand wrote the
and sonnets of Shakespeare. It was like subs
a duck for a swan. After a pl.ayful dig that Mr-
appeared to have been bitten by the aristocratic
asked him in effect why De Vere threw away a1l
of precious pearls and fondly treasured |\ mere 1 (dflF
of common beads; and on the grounds that the |
could include the less but not the less the gle<
remarked that it was easier to believe Shakespeare
De Vere than otherwise. he *T
Mr. Cutner burked the argument as to-day €
with Mr. Yates. -UpP «
It was bis plain duty to put forth evidence in b NF
of bis contention; at least to show us that De “MtIL
capable of writing the masterpieces. . o,
On this issue he was dumb. Instead, with h13 ril
ruling passion for dates he pounced on a mere asi ™ r
made a mouthful of it; and it looks as thong*

treasuring this tit-bit for his autobiography. ul
In his eagerness to score a point at any prl-’
Cutn-er over-reached himself. of 11
ATy letter was concerned solely with the works
Vere and Shakespeare. -
I never made the slightest reference to the I(=
ol Shakespeare. In proof 1 cite Mr. Cutner i

who said that in fairness to me it should be stu
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, the augifershiie to
gtratiord S

I wes not one ot those who attri u
lizeon. Where would he the se
' had shown anv partisanship tor particular Pel A~

(73 * kDU
'Ils the authc?rpulaﬂlere ore, »the»3 T Z’\as no Bomt- T

Shakespeare and my great V*1 r n
m outrageous non- sequitur , = own grellt /U a

It Mr. Cutner would be ed hin of quibbHN*
Hobertgon he Wom avoi rmPrPé < a
a(l wanton disputation.
H. HIVING

FREETHOUGHT DICTIONARY

Legend—A story or myth handed down bj tra
" sopposed to historical fact. - of
kA7 example of Iegend occurs with @ne oi
Ifai "hholie saints, R rlos\tgb WW OI‘I%II”I tEd(i n¢the
century in Spaln or the begmnlng of the
fif <«llve to 8° back to the Inquisition and the J
niaggf@amous—La Guardia trial, instigated by | 1

J he real facts of this case will never now heknown
Z T of the Church historians, having access to docu
( 11S took the precaution of destroying all 1F.em x:0
s 'j"tsupport his version of the affair. Itis su c

H that a number of Jews, both orthodox and contort ,
J re acc | of several crimes, of which the principal

idnapng and crucifixion with torture o a
hoy n to be a ritual murder.

~ to obtain possession of the ieai need

ker with a stolen wafer of the Host, was ° )L
Necromancy against Christians. *
*1U,ere Wdre the usual confessions under torture, ,
k(]Jl°U*i admissions were made as to the p ace
d "pping and the place of burial, no relatne o .
ou"Sed was ever found, nor did anyone know
t imssi”g four-year-old. Nor could the inquisitors find
Which would have been a valuable uece o
nllee to them. Investigations into tins case tooknvei
Os teen months, so they must’ have been pretty thoiouD <
lioff ?' ¥8 %[:1 makes out a falrly good case for his sugges-
lle whole affair had no more solid basis than
'‘Anation.
AN auu? Y’ "lese desperate criminals were duly burnt at
&end (a"to* This much is historical. Now for the
TIf/

Aknowij» ML °khd, unsought by relatives, with an
( \Wfts ,, hulal place, was given the name of Cristobal.

Merai 1M1 SQd of him that he had carried his cross
tll,mr : the four places where lie halted for a
vi .~ I°llr chapels. It was further said that liis

ANPped him with some five thousand odd strokes,
A A ~ve-tbousandth he started to cry. Asked
\ N hacf"S le cried>he replied that it was because
s  U£IVeu him five more strokes than Jesus Christ
1 On N 4l a™bis crucifixion.
I1->5 crdcified, his side was opened and one of the
jyilancT,ted  fumble about inside. The boy looked at
Saul if they wanted his heart, it was on the other
* *
I'gs 1j] Is Ike legend of St. Cristobal, and if any reader
Malf ~  bloeking, it is well to remember that there are
it i1i™ many thousands of sane, supposedly reason-
»  HIHkgent and nermal human beings, going about
bufi. J yp ewasttrould wilthi Hverdge success, who not only
™t kevo this legend, but would consider it a mortal
Aitl™Mkelieve it. Homo Sapiens? Perhaps, but Eliza
e s famous remark seems more to the point.
W. F. RENNIE.
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CORRESPONDENCE

JESUS AND ETHICS

Sir,—1 read with interest the article in your issue of
August 20, “ The Moral Perfection of Jesus.”

There is one quotation from the Bible which, had it been
included, would have given the article still more force; this
is, “ But those mine enemies, which would not that | should
reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.”
Luke XIX, 27.

If only Christians and Freethinkers would read their

Bibles a little more!— Yours, etc.,
V. H. Smith.

“ OFFICIALESE ~”

Sir,— The following was copied from a library book (I have
forgotten the title): the chapter was dealing with “ official ”
language. Here is the “ Lord’s Prayer ” as given therein
under the sub-title “ British Officialese ”

‘“0, Parent, at present deemed to be domiciled in the
stratosphere,

May your name (to be entered in triplicate in block letters)
be established and maintained on the highest Ilevel of
sacrosanctity.

May your policy be fully executed oil a geopolitical basis
as well as in the normal stratospherical sphere of influence.

We should be obliged for your attention in providing for
our nutritional needs and for so organising distribution that
our daily intake of cereal filler be not in short supply.

Further we should be grateful if all sentences recorded
against us for misdemeanours and malfeasances be kept under
constant review with the possibility of subsequent cancellation.

It would be fair to remember that we are adopting an
analogous policy with regard to those who have inflicted injury

upon ourselves.
Avert from us all redundant opportunities for delinquency

and ethical deviation.
And initiate protective measures to safeguard us against
any anti-social activities or tendencies to recidivism.”
I thought that the above might be deemed worthy of
inclusion in one of your issues.— Yours, etc.,
Joseh P. Tuck.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N.S.S.
A, Lecture.

(Market Place).—Sunday, ¢ p.m.:

Bradford Branch N.S.S.
7 p.m.: Mr. H. Day.

(Broadway Car Park).— Sunday,

Kingston Branch N.S.S.
Mr. J. Barker.

(Castle Street).— Sunday, 7 p.m.:

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, ) p.m.:
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, R. Billings and G.
W oodcock. (St. Mary's Gate, Blitzed Site).—7-45 p.m.:
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, It. Billings and G.
W oodcock. (Alexandra Park Gates).—Wednesday: Messrs.
C. McCall, L. Smith, It. Billings and G. Woodcock.
(St. Mary’s Gate).— Lunch-hour Lectures every weekday,
1 p.m.: Mr. G. Woodcock.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead
Heath).— Sunday, 12 noon : Messrs. A. Calverley and F. A.
Ridley. (Highbury Corner).—7 p.m.: Mr. F. A. Ridley.

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).— Sunday,
6-30 p.m. : Messrs. A. Elsmere and T. M. Mosley.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S.
Mr. A. Samms.

(Barker’'s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:

South London and Lewisham Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park,
Herne Hill).— Sunday, 7 p.m.,; Mr. L. Edury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch).—
Sunday, 4 p.m.: Mr. C. E. Wood.

FOR SALE.— Bound volumes of The Freethinker of 1947-48-49,
oik* guinea each, post paid. Pioneer Press, Il. Grays Inn
Road, London, W.C.I.
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine. With 40 page
introduction by Chapman Cohen. Price, cloth 3s.; paper
2s.; postage 3d.

AN ATHEIST'S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY. A
Surnvey of Positions. By Chapman Cohen. Price Is. 3d.;
postage lid.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.
Price 3s.; postage 3d. Ninth edition.

THE BIBLE: WHAT IS IT WORTH?
Lngersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL. By Chapman Cohen.
An Appreciation of two great Reformers. Price 3s;
postage 3d.

CHALLENGE TO RELIGION (a re-issue of four lectures
delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester). By Chapman
Cohen. Price Is. 3d.; postage lid.

CHRISTIANITY—WHAT IS IT? By Chapman Cohen. A

criticism of Christianity from a not common point of
view. Price 2s.; postage 2d.

THE CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS.
By W. A. Campbell. With a Preface by the Rt. Hon.
J M. Robertson. Price 2s.; postage 2d.

DETERMINISM OR FREEWILL? By Chapman Cohen.
Price cloth 2s. 6d.; postage 2d.

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. By Chapman Cohen. First,
second, third and fourth series. Price 2s. 6d. each;
postage 3d. The Four Volumes 10s. post free.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE PAPACY. By F. A. Ridley.
Price Is.; postage I£d.

THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST.

By Colonel R. G.

By C. G. L. Du Cann. (Second Edition.) Price 4d,,
postage Id.
THE FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. By Chapman

Cohen. New Edition. Price 6d.; postage Id.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. By Chapman Cohen. Price 6d,;
postage Id.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. By Chapman Cohen. A
Criticism of Professors Huxley, Eddington, Jeans and
Einstein. Price, cloth 3s. 6d., postage 2d.; paper 2s.,
postage 2d.

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. By Chapman Cohen.
An outline of the philosophy of Freethinking. Price
3s. 6d.; postage 4d.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND THE MYTHICAL
CHRIST. By Gerald Massey. What Christianity owes to
Ancient Egypt. Price 9d.; postage Id.

HENRY HETHERINGTON. By A. G. Barker. A Pioneer
in the Freethought and Working-class Struggle of a
Hundred Years Ago. Price 6d.; postage Id.

IHOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST. An
Examination of British Christianity. By C. G. L. Du Cann.
Price 9d.; postage Id.

INFIDEL DEATHBEDS. By G. W. Foote. Revised and
enlarged by A. D. McLaren. Price 2s. 6d.; postage 3d.

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, An Anthology for Freethinkers.
By William Kent. Price, cloth 5s., paper 3s. 6d.;
postage 3d.

MATERIALISM RESTATED. Fourth edition. By Chapman
Cohen Price 4s. 6d.; postage 3d.

GOD AND ME (revised edition of “Letters to the Lord”).
By Chapman Cohen Price, cloth 2s. 6d., postage 2d.;
paper Is. 3d.; postage Id.

MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. pr'ce
postage Id.

THE MOTHER OF GOD. By G. W. Foote
postage Id. 10OF

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY HANP®ON

price 3

(General Information for Freethinkers) *
postage Id. M
Jd
PAGANISM IN CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS. BY
Wheeler. Price 2s.; postage 2d. o Al
PETER ANNET, 1693—1769. By Ella Twynam o
postage Id.
IUGt™
PRIMITIVE SURVIVALS IN MODERN 11,0
By Chapman Cohen. Price 3s.; postage 3d. iy
PSYCHO-ANALYSIS— A MODERN DELUSION-
Frank Kenyon. Price Ss.; postage 3d. e

ROME OR REASON? A Question for Today. By
R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d; postage Id.

SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER ESSAYS. By G. »
Price, cloth 3s.; postage 3d.

SOCIALISM AND RELIGION. By F. A. Ridley
Is.; postage Id. f,

SPAIN AND THE CHURCH. By Chapman

chapter from “Creed and Character,” by u

Cohen. Price Id.; postage Id. N0
SPEAKING FOR MYSELF. By Lady (Robert) s'n

Price 2s. 6d.; postage 2d. iy

THEISM OR ATHEISM. The Great Alternative
Chapman Cohen. Price 3s. 6d.; postage 3d

THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS. By C. G. L- Du
Price 4d.; postage Id. T

THOMAS PAINE ANDTHETFORD. Six °l
illustrating Paine’s birth-town, including a Porl 4
the great reformer. Price 9d.; post free. ol (IJd

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH. By

Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id. n
WHAT IS RELIGION? By Colonel R. G. Ingersoll-

2d.; postage Id. n
THOMAS PAINE, A Pioneer of Two Worlds. By

Cohen. Price Is. 4d.; postage Id. ~ U

WILL YOU RISE FROM THE DEAD? By C:
Du Cann. An inquiry into the evidence of reslr
Price 6d.; postage Id.

PAMPHLETS for the PEOr4L
By CHAPMAN COHEN

What is the Use of Prayer? Did Jesus Christ E*KL
shall not suffer a Witch to Live. The Devil. Pel0
Design. Agnosticism or... ? Atheism. What is Free*»
Must we have a Religion? The Church’s fight for thc
Giving 'em Hell. Freethought and the Child. Moral*
out God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their  jjff*
Woman and Christianity. What is thc use of a Fidl¥r jj.
Christianity and Ethics. Price 2d. each. Postal

Complete Set of 18, Cloth Bound. Price

Postage 3
0>’
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