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war-making factor has sunk into undeserved obscurity; 
for example, the present writer lias, in another connec
tion, made a fairly profound study of tlie era of the 
Reformation and we should not like to have to defend 
the one-sided proposition that, say, the 'Thirty Years 
War (1018-48)— all things considered still the most des
tructive in both life and human culture of all recorded 
military struggles—was due entirely, or even primarily to 
economic causes, either conscious or unconscious.

The present writer is not a pacifist in the doctrinaire 
absolutist sense of the word. We would, again, not like 
to have to defend the historical proposition that all wars 
have been evil in their effects and have set back human 
progress. For example, it is difficult to conceive oi 
scientific culture, which, we assume, all Freethinkers 
regard as a good thing in itself, however abused for politi
cal purposes, without taking into account the scientific 
work of the ancient Greeks. Historically, it is quite 
certain that, without the military campaigns of Alexander 
the Great (333-328 b .c.), the scientific renaissance in 
Alexandria (founded by and. named after Alexander) 
would not have developed; for none of the petty Greek 
states of the age could have supported that gigantic 
enterprise of co-operative research, the first of its kind 
in recorded history.

Similarly, the great Arabic-Moorish civilisation whose 
brilliant efflorescence contrasted so strikingly with the 
Europe of the Christian “  .Dark Ages ”  was due imme
diately to the military expansion of Islam. Even in 
modern' times, there have been occasions when, we 
imagine, progressively-minded people would hold that 
resistance was justified as an alternative to something 
even worse than war. The English seamen who stood 
up to the Spanish Armada rather than submit to “  the 
Inquisition and the devildoms of Spain ”  w ere, we think, 
justified in their attitude. At least, if English liberty 
and. English science mean anything to mankind it would 
be difficult to deny 11 iis. In our own time, we imagine 
that most Freethinkers would hold flint it was morally 
permissible to resist by force 'the return of Europe to 
the dark age of Fascist barbarism.

The above instances indicate that our problem is a 
complex one, now more than ever; for the prostitution 
of modern science to purposes of destruction, which cul
minates to-day in the A- and If-bombs and other* 
possibly even more deadly, though less publicised horrors 
of “  scientific ”  warfare, lias complicated the problem 
of the ethics of war still further. For every war now
adays may lead to unimaginable horrors and to, at least, 
a serious risk of the proximate collapse of civilisation, if 
not of the physical disintegration of the globe itself.

Under such circumstances, can there he such a thing 
at all as a just war, or even an expedient one ?

One cannot call the question closed, even at ibis time 
ol day and even in view of the above facts, when we 
find so eminent a Rationalist as Bertrand Russell de
claring openly that lie would rather choose an Atomic 
War than the world-wide diffusion of Communism. Had
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the eminent mathematician said “  Fascism ”  instead of 
Communism, we fancy that many people— including 
many Communists—would have agreed with him, even 
to-day!

Surely, however, it is to despair of reason to pose 
such an alternative at all. Must human reason abdicate 
altogether at this critical juncture in human history? 
Rationalists, by definition, admit the supremacy of reason 
and Secularists, also by definition, aim at a wholly secular 
society in this world and not, presumably, in its atomised 
ruins.

We would conclude by suggesting that, firstly, the 
solution of the problem of war is now one of the most 
important of all for Freethinkers to tackle, and that 
even the anti-religious polemic is of secondary importance 
at the moment as and when compared with the desperate 
urgency of this problem. Secondly, that the general 
direction of any feasible solution lies in the direction ot 
world government, of which Thomas Paine, a pioneer of 
English Rationalism, was also the first outspoken 
advocate.

For Secularists, surely the problem of secular survival 
is the most urgent of all, and to assist in the. solution ot 
this problem is their most pressing duty in our contem
porary world. F. A. RIDLEY.

BRINGING CHRISTIANITY UP-TO-DATE
ECCLESIASTICAL persons frequently tell us that it is 
necessary to bring religion up 'to date. But religion is 
traditional and conservative, and therefore modernity 
offends some religionists. However, nothing in this 
world is insusceptible to the law of change; and religion 
changes like anything else.

One instance of modernism is the decision of the 
Church of England to appoint a Public Relations Officer 
at a salary far above curates’ stipends. High-powered 
publicty is felt to be required, and if the people will not 
go to church, the church must go to them, after the 
style of Mahomet and the mountain. It is true that Jesus 
Christ employed no Press Agent. Nor did that modern 
Jesus, Mahatma Gandhi. But they needed none. Wliat 
they had to say was so sensational that publicity followed 
themselves and their talk, perforce,

The Church of England is in different case. It is 
genteel, inoffensive, and the acme of good manners, 
respectability and propriety, taking very good care not 
to offend Mammon, nor the Prince of Darkness, nor the 
Prince of this world, nor indeed anyone else, if it can 
help it. Having nothing to say, it must take care to 
say that nothing as well as possible lest its inherent 
nothingness should be plain. If the Archbishop of 
Canterbury talked like Jesus Christ, which Heaven for
bid 1 and told Englishmen to desert their wives at once 
for the Kingdom of God, or called on trade-unionists to 
leave off producing for export and to follow him about, 
he would need no press-agent to publicise these utter
ances. The angry Government and the astonished Press 
would do that for him—-and all the rest of us would lend 
a helping tongue.

But while we cannot expect the Church to go to ex
tremes like Jesus, whose speeches were almost always 
most intemperate, aggressive and provocative, quite 
Communistic in fact, they might continue their en
deavours to be up-to-date. This is the Age of Women, 
as every pressman knows. The admission of women to 
the priesthood, and the episcopal Bench, is long overdue. 
If women have souls and if a woman can be the Mother 
of God, of whom no mere man was worthy to be the
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of «lather, may she not be the Lady Archbishop 
bury, our Right Reverend Mother in God,
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All-powerful Despot, the extremely Absolut p  
constitutional Monarch. He is really rather l1̂

in war-time, a divine Nero fiddling while the ^  peib
burning. Or a sort of Stalin. Why not see jheJep l
as a more republican President of the Immortals*^ oll¡¡e
ny a Parliament of Talking-Shop of Angels 
and Archangels (Upper House)? Let angehe y 
chosen by vote, and let us go to heaven or . 
instead of by the Judgment of One, for a si ?. v],
system is a great evil and thoroughly undemoei.^1 1 
average Englishman worships his Governine^
only Heaven were democratised he would rea<1 1°°
that. Satan and his devils should be democia>  ̂
and Hell properly run in the democratic f.as 11 ̂  ¡usk1" 
Opposition, so that Hell may resemble Engkmc
of England resembling Hell, as at present. .

Instead of offering up prayers to a democra ^  
one would naturally pass Resolutions and 
to the Heavenly Parliament. Paternalism 
placed by Fraternity: the Deity instead of } 
Father and the King of Heaven, would he a , er {li:!, 
and a Brother. God, though our Hereditary rao 
an Elected Monarch, would he, like H*8 .
Majesty, ready to be on friendly and g^cious h ! _..r ¡l1’1-T» n j v  j j v u v i j  t u  u u  i i i u i j u i j  a i i u  I r y 1

the humblest of us, and a nice mixture of sn°u
equalitarianism would be appropriate, as iu 1 (
circles. Angelic choirs would have wider Pr(>D ĉ]c 
than mere hymns and praises; more objective ^ip1 
the opera, and even of the light-opera, varie  ̂
very the eternal orchestration of the heavenly

One cannot help thinking that by the dei^°cr |̂)lllJ  ̂
of the Deity, the government of the Universe
much more successful than it is at present, ,
planning of such things as the weather; the oVe\,]11it,i1'. 
of vegetables, animals and mankind; the teiup01 
behavious of volcanoes, oceans, and other inC ..,rr '
is badly required. The substitution of ** planuinth;vî
English politicians and Civil Servants in place 
caprice, would be of great benefit to men and ang
out doubt. ,al,neV1“ ’ ill'Obviously the task of bringing religion in gel1 p,) 
Christianity and the English Church in particular ^
up-to-date ought to begin at once. Further, if W*■ U CJ - ----- ~ - (l'" . .
give the Publicity Officer something new to W 11 ', ,lv|,i

1)0

the gospel of Jesus being 1,900 odd years old a j îl -̂
entirely failed to catch on with the majority oi Tl? ̂  kl r 
And without the support of a majority of votes, 
you. For everyone knows that only m ajority 
and only majorities are right.

C. G. L .D U  J
..................... (■

The wise, the really honest and intelligent, are n̂ i)t ,'V'i
or governed by numbers—by majorities. They &c r qof /
they really believe to bo true. They caro nothiaÇj()rj5 .J,,*(minions nf ¡mnosinrs imi liimr fnr o àS6l . ..i Viopinions of ancestors, nothing for creeds, a?serJjoi'ii't *1 
theories, unless they satisfy the reason. In all dir
seek for truth, and when found, accept it with
in spito of preconceived opinions—in spite of pr*Mn‘ 
hatred.—J ngersoll.

liv*

Adolph Hitler as seen hv an English newspaPe l .jj i-
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»nmy wars, bad lost their »g territory, dyn. _hendid 

t'he desire tor glory, 1 • > , speedy and ' 1(\enational aggrandisement, hopes of a oi
v'riovy, with all its excitement, the ^  wdy light ̂  
dominations from wlneli eve u,t— are ' }ouV
''¿liteous causes are not always iiumeasure ess o r, 

by a preliminary stage oM  pvotect ^  
which neither side _ ^50.) 

v'aiicliegter Guardian., Marc i > i<vi0w . i ffili a
IVell . . . Mr. Churchill should „ ,g {ar too ln0n 
hideed, “ immeasureless ago . ^ e

ptl"o 'to pay for “  glory- Vittle t o o  nmch. w t e l .
dud one can perhaps ha ‘ ,, when 1

'"osteal “  thunder of cannonad deav »n^- . ••
'""'glcd with the death-cries » ( aggram me

d 'd  when “  dynastic a n d cVippled bob™  ^
found to consist of ru >' L .ftb the eXl’®l'\vation for 

ri"Ped minds, together ¿ aments in PreP erbap s:
Jtlb millions per annum on • m(dined to cry V
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i.~ "c cannot, of cours > .ges about a Minister ”

Will the pledge he honorar.
/  the Second

K ’ UIUr* f L-----’v'“ ----------C-------- ’
kAcCoi 1 . I()i’ our money in the last \\t 
l\°vki to The Official History o,

it/’ (obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office), 
r|.0,,||fK*(j1 |S Were‘ expecting 60,000 killed and 1,200,000 

Ah,/0111 aei’i{ll bombardment, in a period of. 60, . ,i. 1 u o n u i  ur jji iu tu  u  ii jc ii i ' ,  ru cl» |/miuu. ro L in»

¡ j,( XVe (li(l not net‘them. Another panel of experts
1 six ui) to 4,000,000 cases of acute terror-collapse, 

¡r,llvelv And we did not get them. Tbe book
r^ ^ e n ts , “  There was no indication of an 

Cut , , lrî insanity.”
1 'i'aps as we faifailed to obtain full value for our

money in tbe las't war, we shall receive extra value in 
the next. Tbe enemy at least will not stint us, so 
Mr. Churchill believes.

Referring to the “ fearful a g e n c i e s  of atomic 
destruction,’ ’ be said that if the United States bad a 
stock-pile of 1,000 bombs, and Russia had 50, we should 
get those 50. He could not find it in bis heart apparently 
to remind us that Russia would get 'the thousand; nor 
did he mention that this unleashing of atomic horror 
would, by Professor Philip Morrison’s calculations, result 
in a grand total of 105,OCX),000 deaths at the rate of 
100,000 deaths per bomb. Deaths, mind you. Not “ cases 
of acute terror-collapse.”  Just deaths.

But Mr. ChurchilPs figures were hypothetical. And 
because no one can now remain unconvinced of his great 
desire for peace or of his humanitarian instincts, it 
would be uncharitable to suppose that the wish was 
father to the thought in allocating to the Soviet Union 
the smaller number of bombs.

No. There is not much doubt as to the verdict of “  the 
common people ”  if the issue of Peace or War were left 
to them to decide. But what of the statesmen?

M. Molotov, Deputy Chairman of the Soviet Council 
of Ministers, has recently declared the Soviet’s belief 

in the peaceful co-existence of two systems and their 
peaceful economic competition.”

M. Melnikov, another Soviet leader lias said that 
the Soviet Union would not abandon further efforts 

at ensuring peace and is ready to be an active participant 
in all honest plans, measures and activities, to avert war 
and preserve the peace of 'the whole world.”

But our Prime Minister says, “  The will to peace is 
lacking.”

Mr. Churchill says: “ Moralists may find it a 
melancholy thought, that peace can find no nobler 
foundation than mutual terror.”

While the American Secretary of State, Air. Acheson, 
argues that the Soviet Government will respond only to 
situations in which it is opposed by strength. Fresh 
talks with the Russians are regarded by Mr. Acheson 
“  without enthusiasm,”

Acheson, “  Yes,”  then Molotov, “  N o.”  Molotov, 
“  Yes,”  then Acheson, “  N o.”  This ridiculous and 
dangerous game of atomic table tennis has proceeded 
long enough, with Britain as the ball boy and the hope 
of peace receding as the hate score mounts.

Britain, by her acceptance of the leadership, for'which 
history has prepared her and for which nature lias 
equipped her, can steer the game to a universally peace
ful and lasting conclusion. She should proceed to destroy, 
without awaiting the international agreement, every 
single weapon of war she now possesses.

Why not? In the name of sanity. Why not?
C. E. PALMER.

P A M P H L E T S for the PEOPLE
By CHAPMAN COHEN

Wliat is the Use of Prayer? Did Jesus Christ Exist? Thou 
shall not sutler a Witch to Live. The Devil. Deity and 
Design. Agnosticism or. . .  ? Atheism. What is Frccthought? 
Must we have a Religion? The Church’s fight for the Child. 
Giving ’em Hell. Freethought and the Child. Morality with
out God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their Makers. 
Woman and Christianity. What is the use of a Future Life? 
Christianity and Ethics. Price 2d. each. Postage Id.

Complete Set of 18, Cloth Bound. Price 5s. 
Postage 3d.
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ACID DROPS
Commenting on the Vicar who refused to baptise a 

child because the family do not go to church, the Star 
is of the opinion that if the Vicar analyses intentions too 
much they may have to ask churchgoers whether they 
are sincere worshippers, or attend out of curiosity, or 
because they like the music. We hope the Vicar will 
take the Star’s advice and the few churchgoers will be 
fewer still ; for we are almost certain that most people 
go to, church only because it “  is the thing to do.”

A writer to the Baptist Times complains that the Com
munion service is spoiled by the organist who plays music 
whilst the bread and wine are being distributed. Tbe 
writer wants to “  meditate on our l^ord/’ and not puzzle 
bis head as to what are the title and the words of the 
music. _______

The “  Catholic Times,”  with a restraint that must have 
been painful, has nevertheless some tranclmnt remarks to 
make regarding the decline of church attendances— in 
non-Catholic circles. .Quoting from the Anglican Electoral 
Roll that there are 3,186,097 Church of England ad
herents the ”  C .T .” [joints out that it would be extremely 
difficult to assess the number of practising Anglicans, 
whereas the official figure for practising Homan Catholics 
is 2,754,210. The tree Church approximate figure is 
about 2 million and their attendance is declining year 
by year. The Catholic T i m e s  has it ihat it is going to he 
extremely difficult for 11011-Catholic churches to stop the 
decline and that the Catholic Church alone is capable 
of filling the vacuum. But who says that practising 
Catholics number exactly 2,754,249? Why, tbe Catholic 
Times I ______

The atom scientist, Prof. M. E. Oliphant. thinks that 
the ”  West ”  should not use the atom bomb because 
”  it’s a dirty rotten wax to kill people.”  Of course, a 
bayonet in the belly, or a whiff of poison gas, or even 
death by ”  doodle bugs ” is so much nicer! Anyway, 
it is certainly less expensive.

The campaign to brighten religion, particularly mor 
rousing tunes to hymns, will give the wags an opportunity 
for a laugh. In Needham Church, the hymn “  Best ot 
the Weary ”  will he sung to the signature tune of Henry 
Hall, ”  Here’s to the Next Time,”  and “  Jesus 1 have 
Promised*’ to the tune of the B. 1 >.(k ’s Country Magazine. 
A little behind the times, for -General Booth in jazzing 
bis hymns said: “  There is no reason why the Devil 
should have all the bright tunes.”  We doubt, however, 
that even it ”  There is a fountain filled with blood 
were sung in “  bebop time it will make much 
difference. ___ _

The 6.0 p.m . Time Signal on the Jrisii lladio is to be 
the Angelus. It is a pity that more religious countries 
do not follow such a pious example. Israeli should try 
xvhat a rani’s horn would sound like, Tibet should 
broadcast the swish of its .Buddhist praying wheel, Egypr. 
its muezzin calling the faithful to prayer, and so on. 
Apart from any utilitarian motive, what an uplift all this 
would give to religion !

Most people imagine that when, thirty years ago, 
Bilsudski and Kigorski (with a little help from the French; 
routed the Soviet army in its attempt to conquer Poland, 
that it was due to the indomitable spirit and fighting

qualities of the Poles. Not so, of course, oUi*  ̂ p r  
The Russian army was beaten to a frazzle °TU iy ” 
of Assumption, and therefore it was ‘ ‘ 011  ̂ m ine 
defeated the Soviet. And this is the kind ol ( , ,0nvJ1' 
[jut- out or swallowed whole by our distinguish^

.f . .to $
When a bus going to Rome with 35 png1’11̂  n v” 

brute Holy Year got out of control, a Hren( iel-sP111 
killed and four people injured. W e  could l‘!  ̂sCcd:l 
>uch an accident taking place in a bus goi11© ° ,‘e Jul • 
football match—especially on a Sunday—hut [liinA
cannot make out why Almighty God does sl,t-t o"- 
to his own pet brand of believers. But there^ 
one of the manv mysteries surrounding relig1011,

a *
a Pageant of Faith (,r̂ ‘ll|)|t.V, 1

Communism, Irishism. Mormonism, and
which the Park attracts so abundant; • . jei1
er is nothing at all. Opposition to Rome 
lands of a few Protestant cranks and, veO 

to the Christian Evidence Society which can J)l) * tM)riv“
and shrilly protest that Materialism is dead. fD ie g ii°‘ 

- k \\'1k> 1 '.inipondent admits that the Rev. Don.akl Sopor— NVllJr> jjU*11 
an Anglican—is a tower of strength but forgets 
out the; quality of his opposition.

---------- . th$
We are told that in the Bark religion is the ° M *\yi r 

worth talking about, and that even Atheists aud *̂ ()pk 
ties cannot leave it alone. But surely, for most ^  j|i 
however earnest the speakers on the platform

Forum in Hyde Bark is just enterta1'1 ti«i
<renelil

There is going to be ; I P  .
the Vatican for England to take place at ^  l,elC, 
commemorate the restoration of Roman Catho th1’11 
in 1850. Every Catholic will wear a badge* ,lj, 
will be all sorts of “  swiftly moving episodes ,jigiô  
together with tbe usual High Mass, and othei ^ o 
services and processions. There will also he 
free advertisements in the Press all over the |4 
complete references to it by the B.B.C ., îlI,( A’Î 
mentaries ”  shown everywhere by our cinen1̂ -’ ^  
active opposition to this orgy of sheer supei’H1 |̂l()llT 
he rigorously suppressed. And what can ^1CL 
do? Anything? _______ ()>v

A correspondent to the Church Times wants ^  
xvhat the Anglican Church is doing in Hyde 1 ‘,Upota
to the efforts of so manv brilliant advocates () 0tk

all tn. i tb* AjlU ...
isms xvhicli the Park attracts so abundantly- / mt1• J 1 • I It  ̂ n ^answer
the hands or a xew rimesuim; cranus ariu, v̂ '

is mostly fun, and 
If the Church Times or 

a genuine discussion xvitli j1 'pb
ti'e {lii'v

Kers
The ”  heckling is mostly tun, ancl m 
devoid of brains. I 
Donald Soper wants 
equi[)[)ed Freethoilglit speaker, it could be arrange1 pet 
the result- might disappoint and even dishearten 
Christian parties. ______  ^

Dr. Inge, like Dr. Barnes, has the courage ^  ( 
convictions; and though he waited till he xvas ' jib. 
good to record that he is not afraid to call tfim1,- A 
of God’s Divine Word he doesn’t like, ”  gibber's b*.. \V 
the Modern Churchmen’s Conference, be declared • .  r 
may be thankful tliafc the hideous liell-fire thec^)|,,k 
heard no longer in our churches.”  Yes, but no ^  p1' 
are due to the Churches. It xx’as Freethinkers NN .¡-A

' Vthe fires of Hell out, and they were hated, 
imprisoned, tortured or burnt at the stake by H1# 
felloxv Christians. ______
T H I N G S  WE W O U L D  L I K E  TO K N O W —  • M ’.'i

How is the Pope going to reply to the Arohki55 ^0* 
Canterbury’s emphatic repudiation of the A**sUiterbury 
of Maiy?
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J’h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
J}

F'luphoi10 No.: Holborn 2601,
41, Gray’s Inn Road, 

London, W.O. 1.

TO CORRESPONDEDr|Unbul,gll. Uowj.
0BonuE.—Address, 69, VTavrender P»lk o„cietv i*  c0̂ f.C,uc°a-
" ,lC11 Re serncis of tho National '^ C"i4lnred, all c,° ’n gilbert, with Secular Burial Services are ô cretari/,

tions should be addressed to tne p,.blisJv-
Giving as long notice as Posstb\e\ direct /rom^tne ^

Freethinker will be forwarde _  and dbro )•
lM0 Office at the following rate* (*■ ntb,, ¿s. *<*•Vear, 17s.; half-year, 8s. 6d.; three mfollotui«-'* ’ j  re/julnrlyijiMiouHny periodical* are
r  be consulted at “  The M s . i ) ,  ^ I mau 2ndSkkkkr (U.S.A.), Common Sense «, g A German
W.S.A.), The Voice of FeeedoM ¿ « j ^  N » ;J ^  
R"gUsh), Progressive Would ¡-V' IraUa), D*H 
IUtionaust. The Rationalist (A unMaaer
(kwitzerlanii), Don Basilic (Italy)* jjuiine** ^ i

0rderj /or literature should be sent t° lioad. Gondon‘
°f the Pioneer Press. ¿1, Gray’* Inn «0

.„und not to the Editor. side 0/  the “ce,
‘ll correspondents please uritc 0«: ° everybody a fl

, iecp their letters brie/. This « «»* • •  , Friday tnorninff. ecture Notices should reach the ff1

SUGAR PLUMS ’ g AlluUlU
lhy National Secular bociety , tor liiou'bei's 0l 

¡«Port lot 1950 has now been despate , tUcil. copies,
, c Society.. Branch members slio » ^  Qonierence, 
°gether with a report of the las * vron.meinbers can 
l7rtu U>eir local branch secretaries. tlie cost of
ehtain a copy from the Society a oihoes
Spence, whi.a> '

..v»» u>j *v oeeu uespaicn cu  101 men
C  ®°ciety.. Branch members should get their copiesjygether win.........

the
** v __ IOW1WVJ o

uue, which includes postage.

ckw y Gazette, in Tseries of “  Echoes of the 
lit, \ not«S the debate held between the Rev. Rrewin 
i f f  aud Charles Bradlaugli in 1 B7-1 but it is a pRy 
ff«-m od em  note should have been added on lk a d l l f  
f f  h«»g on Grant, by the w a y — which is ^  quite 
" The note says that Bradlaugli .
l1«|.l-U(ltaUu° to take the oath when lu itfirm 
' Ulum........  Bradlaugh asked to be allowed to afeu ,

A- < ’
uUt
Pi

VVUs ----vfcAtyu^u tvoneu vw kj\j im u f r u u  ltw iiu u m ,

•l°vFled I) '1 • âke the oath on this being refused, 
lll)(j Ul̂  ik was understood lie took it us an affirma- 

l̂ d p * *  a religious oath. This* was also* rejected, 
" I(,1usg never sunk so low as it did when
;l V y  ( » 11111 ^°Th to take the oath and his seat. Under 

i *i n VlV01 Ulllent, he took both, and then proceeded to 
'lfiii,u1 !*. 1B Oaths Act by which everybody is allowed to 
)%!),, • ley Wish to. The Hackney Gazzete is quite 

bvU  *Vmg that lie was allowed t o ’take his seat
’ nakmg affirmation.**

Mi’ ■■
1 by p*liink Powell, the Clerkenwell Magistrate, is also 

u f0. 1-’ a,ul so long as hei does nob mix the two 
1(1 iiT(.a rig.k0 Unfortunately, however, he introduced 

!s a ln ^).°nsii)ilities of the pulpit into his public duties 
' lfl not glStrate w l̂el1 a year old girl witness said she 
l|0l {>0 to Sunday School, and that her parents did 
‘ !s h ^ h .  He is reported to have said that she 
Tliev . a modern pagan,”  and of Londoners to-day, 

l|,1(‘li yrjl,° materialists. That is why we have so 
^ []Xx̂ J u Q''' ^ l'°ni u pulpit inaccurate statements are 
j^uid  ̂ but from a magistrate’s bench accurac\
,  ̂ 11 primary principle; we suggest that Mr. F. 
jllrnina/Tnairits* himself with the percentage of religious 

* °01TiPared with the non-religious, and with tlie 
° / 1Tlaterialism, and its influence upon the social 
°1 materialists.

KOREA, 1950
There in the paddy field lie lay,

His shattered rifle in his hand;
Poor beggar, lie has had his day,

Hut added “  glory ”  to his land.
The young green rice grows all around,

Stirred by a wayward, gentle wind;
He hears no more that soothing sound,

And crash of H.H. does not mind.
‘ ‘ Speak you of whom? Who is this dead?

What is the young man’s nation?
It matters not to him who bled;

Such queries are vexation.
They drilled him, trained him, and he had to go;

His Colonel said, “  It was a damned good show.”  
God bless the Colonel for his timely word !

Damned ”  it was certainly: b u t”  good ” ?•— Absurd!
BAYAltD SIMMONS.

FREETHOUGHT AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS
W HEN 1 first read Mr. King’s previous article two things 
struck me at once.

Just as the gay Mrs. Eddy’s “  Christian Science ”  was 
neither Christian nor Science, so 1 felt that Mr, (King’s 

peasant reformer ”  was neither a peasant nor a re
former. If lie has any positive evidence that Jesus Christ 
was a peasant, I should like to have it. And 1 should like 
to have evidence also about his ”  reforms.”

What was it that Jesus reformed? For example, in 
the crudities of Hebrew myth,”  as Mr, King would 

say, 1 find that the crude Hebrews were commanded to 
honour their parents. The peasant reformer ”  reformed 
this by commanding his followers to hate their parents. 
His own example is so beautiful, that 1 think Jesus is 
the only reformer among our gods who positively treated 
his mother with undisguised contempt, If Mr. King can 
produce one example of his peasant reformer treating 
his mo’ther with the love and courtesy of a gentleman, 
1 should like to see it. What I want is not what Jesus 
says to someone else, but what he said to his own mother.

Then the peasant reformer reformed marriage— or did 
he? He made marriage ”  for ever.”  No divorce from a 
confirmed lunatic or a murderer, no divorce from a 
criminal, a child torturer, or a drunken wife beater. Not 
that Jesus was in favour of marriage— his own celibacy 
proves that. And in addition, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven’s sake, the peasant reformer actually condoned 
the worst possible physical mutilation which would make 
marriage an impossibility.

Did ’the peasant reformer reform slavery ? Mr. King 
might- give me any texts he knows on the subject.

But look at that marvellous piece of reform: ”  Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow.” Speaking as an 
ordinary man and certainly not as a peasant reformer, 
I can fancy nothing so utterly silly. Millions of people 
have to thank the pioneers of insurance (whether they 
ultimately became private companies or were taken up 
by the State). If the wonderful teaching of the peasant 
reformer were put into practice, there would he an end 
to all insurance, and possibly an end even to civilisation.

Be not afraid,”  heroically cried the peasant re
former, ”  of them that kill the body,”  and to prove how 
wonderful this teaching is, Jesus promptly ”  would not 
walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.” 

And the peasant reformer (no doubt with Mr. King’s 
full sympathy) uttered the lovely advice: ”  Men ought 
always to pray.”  And how remarkably the peasant 
reformer reformed mankind’s hearty laughter: ”  Woe 
unto you that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep.”
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I could iili columns fr«m the New Testament with this 
kind of sheer twaddle from our peasant reformer.

Mr. King thinks it “  an interesting, if highly 
hypothetical, speculation what modern society would bo 
like if 'the Nazurene’s philosophy had been taken 
seriously.” We can discard the “  if.”  For almost every
thing Mr. King writes proves that he is entirely in favour 
of the Nazarene’s “  philosophy.”  Reading it, I re
membered Chesterton’s protest to (I think it was) Robert 
13 la tell ford, that Christianity had never been tried. He 
had not been converted then, for of course he could not 
as a good Catholic say it had not been tried. All, if only 
we Freethinkers had put the wonderful teachings of the 
peasant reformer (or the Nazarene) into practice! Why, 
we might have had a wonderful world.

You get the same kind of incredible drivel from a 
gentleman called Jellicoe, who uses it to back up contra
ceptive slot machines: ”  Through the Golden Rule and 
through it alone, we might have had the Unity of Man, 
the Fraternity of all nations, and Peace on Earth and 
Goodwill to all mankind.”  And who stood in the way? 
Why the crude Hebrews-(as Mr. jiving would say), or as 
Mr. Jellicoe says, ”  The Pharisees stood in the way and 
were cursed [by the peasant reformer of course] and 
likened to the generation of vipers.”  1 can excuse 
■Mr. Jellicoe perhaps for such appalling balderdash 
because he is the son of an ecclesiastic (though I certainly 
do not excuse the unmitigated twaddle he churned out 
on sex and free love).

Mr. King was literally horrified when some time ago 
lie found that there were Christian bishops in favour of 
capital punishment (as I am). It was not the bishop but 
the Christian which almost made him see red. How 
anyone professing such a great and noble and beautiful 
religion as Christianity could favour capital punishment, 
anguished his very soul. Mr. King believes in giving the 
other cheek every time— though when T personally asked 
him if, after having one eye struck' out, he would gladly 
give the other, he hastily protested that this heavenly 
teaching did not apply to him personally. I should think 
not indeed.

As Lord Ambeiiy (the father of Bertrand Russell) 
said i “  A doctrine more convenient for the purposes of 
tyrants and malefactors of every description, it would be 
difficult to invent.”  Amberly wrote this before 1870, 
and it was a remarkable criticism; for it is a fact that 
our Hitlers, Mussolinis, and Stalins, are enthusiastically 
in favour of (other people) turning the other cheek and, 
as Luke records, “  Of him that laketli away thy goods 
ask them not again.”  No finer motto could be devised 
for totalitarians than ”  give the other cheek.”  They 
loathe getting hit back.

Mr. »King objects to the hypocrisy of Christians pro
fessing one thing and practising something else— but if 
he means that they cannot put into practice the divine 
ethics of the peasant reformer,. !  think we should applaud 
them. They ore coming on the side of Freethought at 
last. So long as, like Mr. King, they believe that there 
is something in the ”  philosophy ”  of the Nazarene, so 
long will Christianity maintain its footing.

But let me quote a great Christian bishop whose 
weighty words are quite forgotten these days, of course, 
and no doubt would be obliterated if Mr. King and other 
reverent Rationalists had their way.

He is Bishop Magee, who became Archbishop of York 
in 18111. In the Fortnightly Review , January, 1890, he 
said, Tt is impossible for 'the State to carry out in all 
its relations, literally all the precepts of Christ; and a 
State which attempted this would no’t exist for a week.

> *t 1)CUVVIf it were possible to do this the result would 0 per»1'11
intolerable 'tyranny. . . .  If there really ho proieJ 
who maintains this, 1 cannot argue with him- 0 c# '1 
place is in a lunatic asylum, and the only Pcj. 
on to discuss this question with him would be ^  jyiij 
attendant.”  It would only be natural ^.r (,oe. 
intensely to dislike such Christians as Dr. f ^  , 

And what is the moral of it all ? Simply this ê)'el 
of Freethought, far from being almost finishes ^j-gts ’ 

een more necessary than now. The ”  Rll*/1°---V —■ W ̂  W KJ KJ CVi. J V1 1 UI1 I u v n  , -A- l-i-w --- 1 .. I'i'"
Magee would call them by another name—̂  
up the miracles, the devils, and the angels of b llJi0
pathetically are moving heaven - and earth 111 yng*
th«U£ i l0Ve“ /eUt f°  bring'back the pious tea*-- rc 
■ Nazareile (orthe peasant reformer) and— / tryinr 

shocked beyond words at someone like mysc | , JW
infuse a little sanity into ethics, call throw )tl
thought a hundred years. RiiW L

In the face of a third world war (as Mr.
eloquently points out), to try and bring back t 10 1,1
bilge of primitive gospel writers, as the ol\  ̂ pVil

i . way
. ______, .... the only
nost terrible

world lias so far known, proves beyond queS

• ■ - t /» ^
which we can meet the most terrible forces toi ]jo"

little we hâve educated some types of mind, 
a disheartening confession to make.

II.

WHAT IS RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION !
(An Open Letter to Tho Very Key. Dr. Hewlett J «1 

Dean of Canterbury).
Very Rev . Sir, . „ iO?’1

In ttie issue of the Daily Worker of April 
in your article,

8,
per*ePThe False Cry of Religious

lion,”  occurs a paragraph which, on reading, ca, i ii'i:
k1 in d ig n a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g "  '  j||t 
r is e  h a v in g  r e g a r d  to ^ 'j1 ¡¡|ii

considerable uneasiness anc
bound to admit little surpiio^ uwyuj  ̂ , |)lo
been evident as a tendency for some consider® jp «?vfi*'i 
past. The paragraph I refer to is as follows: , a11'

#4
irli I

in '

the practice. Churcl

item1
by yourself: “  No anti-God campaign was c o o « ^ ’. ^  
by the Government. No hindrance barred 'v'°|s

bute, tho propaganda of their own views is supp1’6  ̂ ' ¡̂0
the Government who puts “  No Hindrance ”  in cvl
of superstition. In view of your article and
deuce to wliicli I will refer later, I¿ask you, as a Jl ^
of clarification, what do you and other Christian» 
by the expression, ”  Religious Persecution? ’
used only in the restricted sense of injustice do*0.
believers in Supernaturalism ? If so, do the ”  Relief»’ 10
claim the power? I will not profane tho word ri ̂  J
using it in this connection of suppressing their opPol,i,it

bad it stood alone, I might feel I hiul misconstrue*1’.̂  
I would draw your attention to tlie following, 1
must, owing to limitation of space, omit others: ^

At Rome on September 9 to 13, 1949, was hel-iy '̂
i ,    r '1 - C • 1 ITT 1 1  -l-T •

country I visited, freedom of worship was the
relies were open and fu11(}, 

Blitzed churches were being rebuilt with Gove1'
aid.”  It continued as follows, of the meaning 
I should like to be certain, as it has been sugges A,uP.

may liavc put a harsher construction than was

from Divine Service.”  e
I fully recognise that in the haste of writing, 0 , ,^fi 

easily express one’s meaning unclearly, neverth^ j ) [ 
must confess that reading the above I can unde*5* , r 
in no other sense than that while Church bud 
financed by public funds to which atheists must ^  1»)

tb
su
fir
as

II:
of
fo:
th

whether as individuals or organisations. 1 am consb' ¡,.1’
to write this not merely because of your article» '' jpij

International Congress of the World Union of

A
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.ntries were repre-•“'uners, and at this, although. ®°l^ ° was absent ior. V® 
wnted than at previous ones, E ,us, auv made inT m , 
hrst time. On Learning this, 1 natu Y {o\\owing ^P'> 
«  to why this was so, and re e v e d  of the World
bom Mr, 0 . Bradlaugh Bonner> ' Russia*1 tJnn
linion of Freethinkers. “ O w le t er; ^ to us unop«
of Militant Atheists have been retornea ^  cornplamts 
for the past two years; before t  Y- ’ fr0m us, 
ftat they were not receiving ,• s were sen
"'e, including the British bocieties.iglllnvU- iptiig
Weostern 1,\, ’ s applies to all correspondence fromTir A JliUrrvnck tTr i
, “l.A.
'"'totter,

-  T* “ n 'a m e n e r that*the — u m rope. W e liear, tbroug jll&y0n that t  u'
l)^.A. still exists.”  I  will Bay 1«  con ̂  must be, the
'"'fettered human mind has been, « mau has been
"u'y instrument by which the Pr0°  . “  triumph m
'"hieved. Socialism, whose grov n. possible only ° 1'
"orld to-day, we both alike rei°'.c<f V ’ ;s You will, o
a scientific, that is a materialist b  - q{ tb& ̂  Dart
'■ourse, answer this, in the eo ... ĝin) while yo"
iorlcer, where you will send this , e n d e a v o u r  b>

"'ll vest assured that I  will use my apjst  pYeethoug ' 
■lY(' the widest publicity in ouv va, „jve t o g e t h e r 1 > n s  to any reply you may care to giv
""s open letter. Yours sincerely, .

In the Cause of MATSON .
Primrose Bead, Dover.

CORRESPONDENCE
, Km T , DID THE s u n  s t a n d  s t il l  ?hL„:rrM eI Mr. H. 0 1 I the “ Header’s... Jntner 1 wondered at “ ,(ilikovsuy. I

article regarding the versa i +p0 sun’s g°nig
C f r * 1 Joshua’s arrest of the sun,1-®^figures of »£«* >C k.> a degrees for Hezekiah as jwetical rig
lui&n intensive fighting
It- i^ ? ) ,  says tho arrestin,’ l*râ " ~ '"iste, ,a^r

Mr. K. Snowden ( ”  IJ and L. 
of the sun is not unique, and 

m “  Golden Bough,”  gives a selection ot modern
‘u‘kn',yi?m<mg savages. Prescott, in his  ̂ History of the 

V|| W m i'erdinaiul and Isabella,”  mentions C ardma, Aimene
M|" si! 1509, as hailed as another Joshua
'"¡racl d stiM for “ ‘ four,’ or 1 several’ hours. I hero i 
«ini i t '1' tla» whole Roman Catholic budget better vouch«!
diura,!1?.’ recorded by four eye-witnesses, men of learn ng and
He. , *• It is attested, moreover, by a crowd of wi •>

IP (-,^*154 note chapter 21.) i»\ ¡̂smrreedPonJ'i>eare (“  History of Christ,” page 1 .) disagiei 
r’ > bom the sun-god-Joshua hypothesis.]—Vouis ,etc.,

George KOSS.
,.K„t T POLITICS AND RELIGION •
b. «  :Vi Atheist which, rightly or w.ongly l  presum, 

i! ho A ? ’ Nicholson to he, and as such 1. suppose o desnes 
'in,| "hie to express his views on Atheism without If anC(i‘ Ml
S t ’ ^  is difficult to conceive why he thinhs 'V i
St;'h ti '6 f.reed°oi to do this in a Roman Catholic donnnat 

'I'lift... lan *11 a Communist one. .
'Wil li0« ’ ib would appear that lie h a s  some ottiei inteust. 
i;iv V u‘ thinks will be hotter protected by the Vatican t > 
K a, ?cow. That is ho is prepared to sacrifice his freedom to 
Wa('os * tlloist to secure some other freedom, upon which he

1 would ask to help ’ «o to Jght^ny 
N‘%, . (‘°nomic battles would he the \ svtiean. ‘ j-
D"rationS t(> ni:lko supping with the lop e  a

t| rr’rmlier of French, Belgian and English Catholics deny;Hp ^0 Prr>.„ i,\frw tjl0 p ' 1 »o jvrenen, jsetgian ana Jiingiisn uatnoiics deny 
‘ NicB i°l)0 lias a right to dictate their politics, so surely 

will allow Freetliinkers to dissent from 
tlijj ' and Robertsori on tho same subject?1 l*a| in discussion in the local press with Catholic 

$;''M  i,t’0 f|J lavo found them fond of quoting Bradlaugli 
It • >0Hncl ,*ii y seem to think that present day Freethinkers 
N'Mm i y hilly, by what Bradlaugh said a century ago.

v1|q1iw , nie if Freethinkers accept as dogma that the 
Si,. nam ĉl were infallible.

Mo^bilit; ,j do not think that the equivalent of u papal 
, has vet been accepted in the il Freethoiicht ”

M jr, • III u I I V XUVM I I / I 1? I VU V O VIUMU
n10 mi avo found them fond of quoting Bradlaugli

m. yet 
ours, etc., Albert R.

’reethought 
’HORN EWELL

RELIGION AND MORALS
Sill,—I cannot help thinking that W. O. Bower’s views 

regarding morality owe more to religion tlian lie is prepared 
to admit. His appeal to personal reactions with regard to 
“  free-love,”  for instance, is grounded in the irrationality 
characteristic of Christian apologetics.

At the present time, I admit, it is rather difficult to 
visualise drastic alterations in our conception of the family. 
Under present conditions probably little more freedom could 
usefully be granted to people. History, however, teaches us 
that we must not take even the most “  venerable ”  institutions 
too seriously.

For all things have a history, are subject to changing 
circumstances. Under a different society, a more rational 
society, that is, I do not see why the acute limitations of 
present life, with its privations and frustration, should not 
be done completely away with.

One of the basic wrongs of present society—a wrong 
apparently condoned by Mr. Bower—is the inferior, secondary 
position of women. No man can call himself rational who 
accepts such a status quo, such an obviously religious 
status quo.—Yours, etc.,

Richard K ean.
ON PROPHECY

Sir,—I sent a letter to a prominent London daily paper, 
which read:—

“  Is Prophecy true? If so, how can w7e be free or able 
to think or act otherwise than the Prophets knew 
we would? ”

Reply comes:—
“  Dear Mr. Ratcliffe. To our minds Prophecy is 

poppy-cock. Kind regards. The Editors.”
We are getting on. The said Editors dare not publish what 

they think. I thought you might come to their aid.
Wo are getting on.
I sent a somewhat similar letter to a popular magazine, re 

Predestination v. Freewill It was published. They sent me 
a guinea.—Yours, etc.,

O. E. Ratcliffe.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Market Place).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. : 
Debate on, “  Is tho belief in tho Bible God reasonable? ”  
Aff., Mr. R. J. Billtngiiam (Weslyan Methodist); Nog., 
Mr. J. Clayton (N.S.S.). 3 p .m .: Mr. Roth well, a Lecture.

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Broadway Car Park).—Sunday, 
7 p.m .: Mr. H. Day .

Darlington (Market Steps).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : Mr. J. T. 
Brighton.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: 
Mr. J. Barker.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m.: 
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, R. Billings and G. 
Woodcock. (St. Mary’ s Gate, Blitzed Site).—7-45 p.m.: 
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, R. B illings and G. 
Woodcock. (Alexandra Park Gates).—Wednesday: Messrs. 
( ’. McCall, L. Smith, R. Billings and G. W oodcock. 
(St. Mary’s Gate).—Lunch-hour Lectures' every weekday, 
1 p.m.: Mr. G. W oodcock.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Messrs. L. Ebury and 
A. Calverley; (Highbury Corner), 7 p.m .: Mr. L. E bury. 

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).—Saturday, 
August 20, 6-30 p.m. : Messrs. A. E lsmere and T. M. M osley.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S, (Barker’s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Mr. A. Samms.

South London and Lewisham Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park, 
Herne Hill).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: Mr. F. A. R idley.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch).— 
Sunday, 4 p .m .: Mr. C. E. W ood.

I n d o o r

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Satis Cafe 40, Cannon Street).— 
Sunday, 7 p.m .: “  Christian Ethics and Modern Problems,”  
Mr. T. M. Mosley (Notts.).

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Loco. Men’s institute, 02, Forest 
Lane, Stratford, E. 15).—A meeting.
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AT BRUNO’S STATUE IN ROME
DROWSY heat spread over Home, and the traffic 
rumbled over the wide, magnificent streets past innumer
able temples, modern palaces and churches. In contra
distinction, there is a district that lies in the bend ol 
the Tiber, a neighbourhood of narrow alleys and squalid 
buildings, in the midst of which stands a square, the 
Campo dei Fiori (The Flower Market). In this wonder
ful city, it is scarcely worth a second glance, and ye‘t-, 
despite its charming name, it was the scene of the most 
infamous crime that mankind has ever perpetrated.

It was here, 2,000 years after the death of Socrates 
and 1,600. years after the alleged birth of Christ, that 
that most daring Italian 'thinker, Giordano Bruno, was 
burnt alive.

He had taught that the earth circled the sun, that the 
sun was but a star among many, that God was one with 
Nature. And for this “  crime ”  he fell into the hands 
of the Inquisition. He did not try to save himself by 
recanting, as did later, Galileo, and despite his seven 
years incarceration in the Inquisition dungeons, he re
mained true to his convictions.

Tn this Square flamed his funeral pile ; some of the 
old buildings surrounding may have witnessed this crime 
against the intellect. Since 1880 there stands on this 
spot a monument; a man in monkish habit gazing 
earnestly into eternity . . .

Children play around Bruno’s statue, women gossip 
before their doors, when suddenly, the scene springs to 
life. Banners wave as a crowd of people, among whom 
are noticeably many foreigners, appear. A speaker 
mounts the steps of the monument. The 29th Inter
national Congress of Freethinkers, gathering in Rome, 
are paying homage to the martyr for Freethought. In 
many languages the glory of his austere life depicted on 
the three reliefs on the monument, rings over the Square. 
There he stands at his desk proclaiming his unorthodox 
view’s, on another relief he is depicted as crying out to 
his judges, “  It is with more fear than you pass judge
ment than T receive it.”  And there he suffers heroically 
his terrible death surrounded by callous priests and 
ignorant people.

By now, people are gazing curiously from their win
dows. Black-eyed children slip in and out of the 
assembled crowd but lose interest at last; after all, there 
is little to see, and nothing to earn from this crowd of 
”  Americani.”  The women have hardly paused in their 
gossip about the prices of bread and oil.

Another last long look, and the President of the World 
Union of Freethinkers, Charles Bradlaugh Bonner, gives 
the sign to disperse. The flag of the Associazone del 
Libero Pensiero, the Italian Freethought Association 
Giordano Bruno, fluttered in the soft breeze and soon 
was lost in the labyrinth of the city.

Quietness, as before, settled over the Campo dei Fiori, 
the passers-by who were for a moment held by the un
usual events, scattered, the urchins took up their games 
once more. Forlorn stood the monument to the great 
that shortly before was among friends . . .

The atmosphere is heavy as before a thunderstorm, and 
Brother Giordano’s eyes look into the distance. Does 
lie see the clouds gathering that are again threatening 
the happiness of mankind? Does he see, in this 20th 
century, a generation of dupes bound by dogmas of many 
kinds? Does he feel the.danger in which stands freedom 
of thought to-day?

The salvation of Man lies entirely in the free play of 
ideas, in the development of thought, in the study of

c (lisC0Vnatural law, and the courageous acceptance ° j  
It was for this “  gospel ”  that the Nolaiiei ( 1

Mankind’s weapon against superstition is ,̂ee
'¡ii

diately before all freedom of thought is nnnibiD^J

- . . .. M ^ U U i n t  CJ U O t •
if he w ill only use this to tight the supernal111 “ •> ^ 
and ignorance and apathy, if he will only ^ , , ^ 1  o"v

1 • I 1 • “
use ^ '
nlulated,

then will he he successful in living in 
harmony with his owm kind. c

It is a long time since I was on the other s 
Alps, but as often as I think of Rome. I ’
heroic statue standing over the colourful tttfoUp̂  
market, and in the still watches of the n1» i.. Yi,:U

of thi
I si

liis solitude in the midst of the crowds of Ho’j 
pilgrims, in the midst of a puzzled world, 11,11 
the question which he directs at every one of us •

PliOF. DR. O. VON FRANKENHERO (<il'r 
(Translated by .J.S.)

lieflr
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DICK TURPIN AT CHURCH 
KENSINGTON

N FXT to the “  Old George ”  public house ,,cr y 
Street, there is a spacious yard over the (‘n ‘ )X\\)̂ ' 
which a painted hoard was fixed to inform^ t K l(] lit* 
that the notorious highwayman, Dick Turpuu

bonnie mare Black Bess ” occupied this yiUV  |Cfl<li"r 
There was a wooden staircase up to a verandim 

to Dick’s abode which, at the time of my vl* .jfflO11* 
occupied by a general dealer in antiques, etc., jU" j 
a miscellaneous lot of furniture, pictures, hooks 5111 
other nondescript things from upstairs, there w"s 
leather wallet containing ballad writing that was |7<̂ 
legible, with a date apparently intended for X 
This curious paper took some time to decipher, * ^
purport being an amusing episode in doggerel vers 

II recall an incident of the good old days. , 
When bold Dick Turpin on Hounslow # 1

bonnie Black Bess bestrode, he saw a Bishop * 
and four coming up the road. , ^ BY

Galloping to the- carriage door, Dick thrust 1  ̂ r

w

O lor, O l01’

0 C
. o1

within, when the Chaplain moaned, 
that rogue Turpin.”

Said Dick, “  You shall eat tliose words with .(P1 
leaden bullet,”  and thrust the pistol in his m°l1 
filled the Chaplain’s gullet. ie

The Bishop fell upon his knees, but Turpin uK,< 
stand and give bis w atch, a bag of gold and thrfc' 
from his hand. i .0iU

Shaking with laughter, Dick pulled the wig 1 ĵjf '* 
Bishop’s head and popped it on the Chaplain’s F
he in the corner sat,

Dick whispered in dear Bessie’s ear liî W
It's - or

» lie'a *you’re not fagged, so gallop fast and far, d yer 
else w’e shall get scragged.”  \\V>

He drew not rein, nor stopped to bait, but r o d * 'h F1

' A
and down, until he came to Gloucester Gate, w 
assizes town.

to I1'"
Full eighty miles in that dark night, he made 

mare fly, and strolled into the Court at nine 
an alibj. gĵ ey,

A hue and cry the people raised, all led by k F1’1 
Foster who stared and saw’ that Turpin wavs FN
o ’clock in Glo’ster. id'

They all agreed the alibi, so Turpin saved hi* ' i Fl 
hecauw, the Chaplain and the Coachman a dead n1" 
Bishop was mistaken. ^
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Printed and Published by ihe Pioneer Press (O. W. Foote and Company. Limited), 41. Cray’s Inn Road. London. W.C. 1


