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and The Listener—rang with angry denunciations ,by
indignant clergymen, and by theologians of all denomina-
tions.

Here, however, we propose to ignore the anti-Christian
criticisms with which Mr. Hoyle concluded, as 'though
interesting from their place of origin, they are not, to
tell the truth, particularly original—coining, say, from
the pen of Mr. Chapman Cohen, they would actually ap-
pear as the mere common places of critical thought.
Also, they have already been commented upon elsewhere
in this journal. Here, we propose to limit ourselves to a
few Dbrief remarks upon the traditional concepts of
Christian theology in the light of the actual Universe dis-
closed in and by these lectures.

In the Universe of (what is here described as) “ the
new astronomy,” space and time are depicted upon a
scale which makes “ the six days ” of Creation depicted
in Genesis appear completely ludicrous. Furthermore, in
a Universe of endless ” galaxies,” where space is calcu-
lated in millions of “ light years ” and Time in thousands
of millions of years, the Biblical cosmogony appears as
absolutely fantastic. Instead, for example, of our own
planet having been made by the "Creator about 6,000
years ago, as in the famous computation of Archbishop
Usher, the approximate age of the earth, according to
our author, is about 2,500,000,000 years—we say
“ approximately,” since what do a few noughts matter
when sueli colossal figures are involved? The stars, in-
cluding our star, the Sun, are given up to 4,000,000,000
years and—staggering figure even to contemplate— our
Sun has about 46,000,000,000 years still to go before it
reaches its final stage prior to decomposition into the ele-
mental floating gas from which, like all other celestial
bodies, it eventally arose. However, by that time, our
Universe—rand, therefore, presumably * *we ” too—will
no longer exist. For Mr. Hoyle paints a scientific picture
of the Earth’s—mankind’s—ultimate future which no
medieval fantasy ever surpassed in sheer horror, not even
(lie Inferno drawn with such consummate poetic sadism
by the great Catholic poet of “ The Age of Faith.” In
10,000,000,000 years—or thereabouts—our Earth will
become absolutely uninhabitable, the seas will boil, and
life will die out in the solar system, on account of the
vastly increased heat of the Sun. At a still later stage,
the Sun will expand and absorb its nearer planets, in-
cluding our Earth. Not much providential ” design ”
about that, at least from the standpoint of human
preservation.

Our Earth, which, astronomy teaches, originally emerged
from the fiery depths of a*star, will end where it began.
Life is merely a fire insurance—and a very brief one at
that! (According to Mr. Hoyle, it was another star than
our sun from which we ultimately derive.)

In such a Cosmos, there is not much ground for ulti-
mate optimism for, even if we can avoid atomic suicide
now, the human race, along with life in general, is V for
it ultimately, sooner or later. Whilst, as for an all-
wise Creator, he is conspicuous by his absence in the
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Universe of expanding stars and frozen planets here
revealed.

Whilst as for human hopes and fears, the Cosmos takes
no account of them at all, as another Cambridge philoso-
pher, Mr. Bertrand Russel], long ago, eloquently reminded
us!

All the labour of the ages, all the devotion, all the
inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius
are destined to extinction in the vast death of the solar
system.” (c/. B. Russell, A Freeman's Worship.)

However, as Mr Hoyle himself admits: upon one point,
at least, medieval theology correctly anticipated the ulti-
mate state of human life, as depicted by modern
astronomy. Hell fire is not so very different from the
ultimate fiery doom of mankind. However, there are
two differences, both in favour of modern science as
against medieval theology; mankind has still, according
to astronomy, got 10,000,000,000 years in which to live
and experiment, and one can do quite a lot in that time;
and when the time comes for life to be cremated, we
shan’'t know anything about it, which was not the case

m Helll F. A. RIDLEY.

A MEPHISTOPHELEAN SAGE OF THE
RENAISSANCE

THE character and teachings of Nicolo Machiavelli havei
occasioned interminable controversy and exceedingly
diverse judgments. That lie was highly intellectual and,
in truth, as ethical as most men of his time seems certain,
despite the dark pictures of his personality, painted by
his detractors.

He was born in Florence in 1169 when Lorenzo, the
Magnificent, assumed the rulership of that supreme
centre of the culture, art and refinement of the
Renaissance. This was also the year when the nuptials
of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile, were cele-
brated, thus uniting the Spanish realms, and their reign
likewise witnessed the voyages of Columbus, the conquest
of Granada with the expulsion of the Moors, and the
beginning of a century’s Iberian dominion in Europe. Of
the spectacular changes of the time, Machiavelli was an
observant witness who was deeply impressed by the rapid
emergence of contemporary States from the petty princi-
palities, bishoprics and dukedoms of preceding genera-
tions.

Machiavelli's parent was a Tuscan lawyer, but the. son
lacked advancement until, with the expulsion of
Lorenzo’s successor, Piero, Florence became a republic.
Then, Machiavelli obtained a civic appointment. To him
the golden age of antiquity was that of Pagan Rome and,
as Professor Hearnshaw avers: ” He looked with en-
thusiasm to the revival in Florence of the great days of
antigue Rome, and he held the fervent hope that in the
Florence of his day, as through the Rome of two thousand
years earlier, Italy would attain unity and peace.”

Machiavelli was for a time an adherent of Savonarola,
but he deserted the reforming friar when endangered.
The friar’s failure he traced to his inability to enforce his
doctrines and decided that power directed by craft is ever
essential to political success. This conclusion was con-
firmed by all Machiavelli’s experiences as secretary to the
Second Chancery of Florence, an office he held for fifteen
years until, in 1512, the Republic was overthrown by the
restored Medician autocracy. As secretary he performed
his duties with marked ability and visited many courts
and camps on missions to preserve the freedom of his
beloved city.

His tasks, however, were intensified when French,
Spanish, Swiss and other intruders made Italy the

battlefield of the contending kings of the v
was with the French that Machiavelli had in°~ g’é’\'&
and at a time when Florence was at strife WL illj &
truculent City community assisted by
Empire. Unfortunately, Florence was - *
French support and Louis X Il's troops uiel6.e fi A’
safeguard against the devilish devices of Lesa
and the exiled Piero de’Medici. Moreover, t opl
King and. his subordinates treated Florence
contempt. Her citizens were plundered w”h
and most shamefully insulted by their Gallic pab
Machiavelli’'s humiliating; exgeriences at j jjfy fi01
strengthened his conviction that, to safeguard Aherjijd
insult and injury, she must be able to maintain ™ \/
pendence without foreign or mercenary aid
Hearnshaw reminds us Four times was Maciij\,
sent to Louis XIL to plead for better treatment, p
humiliations he was compelled impotently to A ~
like a red hot iron into his soul. How was it
that the French were so much stronger than the ..
that they could do with them what they N dop
How was it that the representative of an Ifcan*
such as Florence—a state eminent througl'oUt La, h
dom in commerce, science, art and learn.--o £yl
treated with a contempt reserved in other lands ;(,
and dogs? The answer to Machiavelli was f ¢&id
Italians lacked political unity, and the small StJ 4
which they were divided lacked, whether siff8Y
combination, military power.” NN
Disunited Italy was certain to suffer in these
stances. The English monarchy had become
than ever before under the Tudors, while the IUJyF'
tion of Burgundy and *Brittany within the
kingsbi ), and the unification of Navarrei
Aragon and Catalonia, with the Moorish reflui»»

Granada under the dominion of Ferdinand and i

had consolidated Spain. the”
But in Italy chaos reigned supreme. Despite itl
that the peninsula was the rabbit warren, e*

Romanist priesthood, vice and corruption wen jjt
where in evidence in spiritual and temporal sphe~"/"!
Racially and culturally the Italians were widely d1© . »
for the masses were woefully ignorant and sup”j A
while the privileged minority were sceptic
cultured. Unification appeared impossible, yet cQ."
tion was indispensable if Italy were ever to c*
remain the prey of her aggressive and greedy m% )
In the light of the truth that Italy was dV! ch:dIrl
five antagonistic States, her wunification 1o
chimerical to contemporary observers. In th [iF
Milan, and Venice disputed predominance in the LVjts
plains and the custody of the Alpine passages, " folU
the south, degenerate Aragonese rulers of Naples ~r.1
for supremacy against a militai] Papacy,
Tuscany dominated Florence, occupied 1 ok
position. As for the Pdpal possessions, all tnis™ tl
mthoritios, from Symoiids downwards, testify as
utter depravity that prevailed, As HearnshaA yn
concludes: " Treasons, betrayals, poisonings. a&
tions, perjuries, hypocrisies, sacrileges, infidelit’l™-, *
employed without scruple or remorse The PaPl1A
particular, under such Popes as Sixtus 1V, Alexal”™/

and Julius Il, forgetting its sacred nature and 1
its international responsibilities, made itself

lor its violence, selfishness, treachery and N
Machiavelli came to regard it as the root fi

Italy’s disunion and debasement.” (Renal8SO>C
Reformation Thinkers, Harrap.)
Machiavelli was deeply depressed by the

of the Italian people. Although extremely p~"1
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s A PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA

| ~Nage was arranged for the British Colony

(e(]* and 1L representative of the British Embassy

Nregw i N so hi attendance was our Portuguese
SaJ dent*

Nuue.ay 'JN0 10, after assembling outside, the Irish

NeUUeN’ Eisbon, we entered the waiting

I, a journey of about four hours. The

Ena m our bus gaye out' the rosary and led the

Se of ~ sang the verse of “ Our Lady of Fatima,

I thought of you all. It ran:

We pray for al* sinners,
And souls that now stray,
From Jesus and Alary
ivil Inheresy’s way. *
>sikm  tlle solemn High Mass at midnight, the pro

P~ °ut f ~ Ins> each holding his big, wax candle,
i) hie wP f 1IL*~e church. The whole space was flooded

ty'L. Ve’ yellow, red, green beams from the search-
it*mouJ u'd from the tower of the basillia. The
b (<ross °ver the church shone in the glory of

Hfat, ~uds an”™ diamonds, as did the beautiful, solid
°f Christ, with his arms outstretched as if
Unbrace t#B vifiole womd  Hle tmdolting
cun(i way round the ground in the direction
v>re erected on the spot where Alary appeared

to 'the little shepherd children, It was a colourful mass
consisting of Knights of Christ in red flowing cloaks, with
their arms extended in the form of a cross, members of
the Confraternity of the Bosary bearing on their
shoulders the bier with ‘the statue of Our Lady of
Fatima, the Children of Alary in their blue and white
star-spangled robes, three bishops, amongst whom was
the English Bishop of Shrewsbury, in all the pomp of
their robes of office; embroidered caps covered by mitres,
and cloaks of purple silk, walking under the canopies held
up by choir boys in soutane and surplice, then hundreds
of pilgrims and last of all the sick, the worst cases

Amongst the sick

stretch ar and the others on foot. ,
and for &i'éq{'i'é d>the horrible looking face of a woman leper,

all yellow, swollen and puffed, and if it were not for
'‘the two watery, shining eyes, the face could be mistaken
for a fetid tumour, ulcerated in various points; there
was also a young girl in the last stages of consumption,
spouting up red blood which ran down her chest and
which the sister at her side wiped off with one hand as
she offered her a glass of miraculous wa'ter with the other.
All the time, young priests ran along the sides of the
procession calling out through amplifiers: “ Lord make
that | see! Lord make that | here! Lord make that I
walk! Lord have pity on me! Lord if you will you can
cure me,” etc. The procession reached the precincts of
the shrine where the Bishop of Leiria spoke 'to us
of Penance, of Suffering, of Poverty, as the gentle
wind blew his robes of purple silk, of precious
lace, and played with his gold embroidered mitre
and bellied out the sides of the heavy satin canopy
under which he stood. We then all prayed for Russia.
I was a little surprised at the bishop asking us to do
this as all the way in the bus 1 heard repeated cries of:

We must have World War 111: we must crush
Russia!” Rosaries, medals, bottles of Fatima water,
etc., were held up to be blessed: after which all rushed
'to touch the statue of Our Lady with them, and to kiss
the feet of the statue. | saw a child kiss the statue after
(lie leper: at this | said, with horror in my voice, to
the priest at my side: “ Oh, Father, how dangerous!”
Fie replied reprovingly; “ Woman, where is your faith?
Our Lady has never let any one catch an illness here!”

After the lunch next dav, the workers who are levelling
down ‘'the great hills round the shrine, to make all into
a smooth plain, collected under the balcony of the
enormous pension run by the Church to receive the
lumps of bread and the pennies thrown down to them by
the children of the English pilgrims. When | spoke to
my friend the priest of the pain | felt at the sight, he
replied: “ These working class have no shame!”

“ Isn’'t it rather the people who pay the workers
18 escudos per day (4s. 6d.) who have no shame?” But
we had no time to finish the argument, as we were called
off to see the wonderful monstrance, presented to Our
Lady of Fatima by the Irish pilgrims and which had cost
£50,000. On the way back we sang “ He’'s a Jolly Good
Fellow ” for the Bishop of Shrewsbury, who beamed
with satisfaction. Our two priests led us in songs like
" Pack Up Your Troubles,” and said, ” Who says
religion can’'t be jolly?” In fact, 1 noticed a tendency

towards religion through joy.
N. F.

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, An Anthology for Freethinkers.
By William Kent. Price, cloth 5s., paper 3s. (id.;

postage 3d
MATERIALISM RESTATED. Fourth edition. By Chapman
Cohen. Price 4s. 6d.; postage 3d.
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ACID DROPS

The Leader of the Oxford Group, Dr. Buchman, has
been awarded the Legion of Honour, and the Paris news-
paper, France Soir, is pestering the* French Foreign Office
with the question, did M. 8churnan, French Foreign
Minister, know of Buchman\s pre-war remark, “ Thank
God for Hitler,” at the time he awarded the honour?
reports the Evening Standard. Needless to say, if
M. Schuman did not know, then he is the only one.
Students of international affairs will be forgiven if they
give credence to the rumours that Dr. Buchman was one
of the guiding hands behind the* ” Schuman Plan,” or
that the Legion of Honour is of such little merit tigfc
almost anyone can be the recipient.

In the good old days, Atheism was generally honoured
by pious Christians with the adjective ” blatant nowa-
days, the term is changed to ” Communistic Atheism,
anil as Communism is very unpopular in Christian circles,
every effort in the attack on Atheism—which is, after all,
the real enemy—is made to tar Free-thought with Com-
munism, though Freethought must always be the most
bitter enemy of Totalitarianism. It is, therefore, quite
piquant to read how the Archbishop of Canterbury, while
deploring the Red Dean’s allegiance to “ Communism,”
is now insisting that this Totalitarian system, as preached
by tbe Dean of Canterbury, is thoroughly Christian—as
fervently religious as that proclaimed by tbe Archbishop
himself. Perhaps, Dr. Fisher is discovering that tbe Red
Dean is making more converts than be is himself.

Although every effort was made to obtain a good atten-
dance at tbe first rally of Young Christian Teachers
(Roman Catholic), only 20 turned up instead of an ex-

pected 800. This did not prevent the speakers from
letting off steam against the present Education Act. One
of them, a Miss McGuire, angrily asked: “ Are the

3,500,000 children in county schools to be denied the
knowledge of God? "—as if Miss McGuire knew any,more
about God than the average Australian Aborigine. As a
matter of fact, the Act insists that school lessons should
begin with religion, but facts generally mean nothing to
angry Catholics. Woliat they want in education is com-
plete submission to tbe Pope, with non-Catliolics paying
for tbe tune without calling the piper. And it won’t
come off.

In truth, Catholics bate paying for teaching their
tenets to their own children. As an example, Canon
Gilleran, of Leicester, protested that Catholics there will
have to pay “ for the next 30 years 5d. a minute ” to give
their children a Catholic education. So what? They
ought to be only too glad to do- so—any monetary sacrifice
is better than letting God Almighty down. \Ye are sure
that if it were possible to compel non-Catholics to pay tire
sum required, Canon Gilleran would wlioop for joy. Money
received anyhow and from anybody-—except Catholic
money —is what he wants.

Should priests who have ” mistaken ” their vocation
be sacked (tbe impolite way of telling them to resign) or
no't, was discussed at tire Church Assembly and sharply
criticised. It was obvious to some of tbe clergy that such
sackings would only make it more difficult to keep up
the supply of priests, difficult to get anyway in these
materialistic days, and it would do tire Church no end of
harm. In addition, an ex-clergyman would find it very
hard getting another job—as indeed many, who were still
in the Church, but who no longer were believers, know
to their cost. Wliat with fewer calls to the Lord’s sendee
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and obvious misfits, the Church is finding thing'
way of transgressors, very, very hard.

elite (e
o] « - R- C; Fy ™~ r aCe had the shock of his-,),
u 1 a kouth London church where ~
Catholic -tradition M is observed, he saw, amoni
designed to give people the true faith, ‘‘ f°ia”jJp
emanating from the voluminous literature of . ir
Witnesses. This must be as horrific an-exffi
if lie saw some tracts by a blatant Atheist hi(
Christian glory. Yet we always understood the
stood for “ True ” Christianity, the Christian* }
Lord ” Himself, and violently opposed the t I 4wl
of true* Catholics, Anglican or Roman. Mr. tircbn1y
have to brace himself up still more for he is
day to get- far severer shocks—yea, even from Eri

N i

M
i S*n
According to Mr. Geoffrey Carr, of the =/

Pictorial, the evidence for Evolution is so ovel® I
that not only has the Church of England ncCtr, F”
but even Roman Catholics admit that the *

apply to man’s body; Godf however, °rea Q@ffeFlt
individual soul. Mr. Carr must mix with a1
circle of R.Cs. than do others. It is left to the Ass

of Education Authorities—of all* Associations do . p
against the B.B.C.'s recent broadcast :m ®v° 'jlO™NI
the person of the former Mayor of Southend,

that religion cannot be taught in school if f),01

of a nature contrary to the Bible are allowed.

The attempts to square the Creation story
Evolution theory are of such vintage that Fyco M
are really no longer amused at the ingenuity ~y)IKI
The prominent churchmen who assert that the
seven days of Creation really mean seven great 1
of time are not really clever, and only increilB.IGrid
own difficulties. So, too, do those who ~v*
Evolution when applied to man, but convenient >
that their God is also subject to the same theoD’

The House of Lords, whilst discussing the ” reoiF t}i
tion of society to secure its survival,” added lift 1 [F
was useful, much that was irrelevant, and mQ" tF
was ridiculous. Lord Blackford wants a revival of rjj i
going, and Lord Mountevans 'thinks this i'@1”ii”
achieved if religion were made more attractive wril”c\
humour—snappier prayers, be asserts, would also
The term " snappier ” is unfortunate, its connota ir
Hollywdbdian. It would be interesting to hear
bishop of Canterbury leading prayers in a fluent
idiom. Even Lord Pakenham could suggest W 1
but prayers! ' 04

During the debate in the House of Lords th* ;IiJ
bishop of York showed much concern about slunvC %
overcrowding. He protested that the present P°[jiiil
the Government was not reducing the shim popi‘”
That the problem is acute, no one will deny, bu
a representative of an organisation .controlling mnn> »
of slums should start lecturing others, tempts @*
quote from his own Book of Books: ” Before thou
the mote in thy neighbour's eve . . . "

The sex snoopers of the Vatican have been .')E
Policemen in Rome put tig leaves on three statues 1
Piazza Maotei. The reason given is that the stat lieSN\#l
offend the pilgrims visiting Rome for Holy Year.

*nately, some of the Italians still retain their (o]
humour, for we read that practical jokers removel
original leaves..
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\,t !t th?_lmee,tings; details will be found in our.Lecture
(ies cohin,,’

<jo ",

W AHOL | a? weldoi d© ow in fik ewing aod s

w pj.1 FaHet can often be deposited in places where
be \fi?Intj into appreciative hands. The leaflets

As |' ;,hied by writing to the General* Secretary,
" Cray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.I.

tl,e merits or demerits of the “ colour bar
"Ulosti -T >~ & that °ur glorious missionaries
t nuiveH ? ~Hmev They bring the “ Gospel of Christ”
tbop U tQS ancestors have lived for hundreds, per-
i, nil h'’Inds, of years in comparative happiness, teach
\i (,,ilIHLJULL ai'e;equal in the sight of God, ns well as the
i WHe i), Kllsii)le twaddle of Christianity, give them
cp™ble an “ education ” utterly unsuitable for
{IY)g  .~anent, make them work as seamen or navvies
A* ~uGe j leoPh> and then turn round full of surprise
nnlf-educated, half-civilised people are not

Hs the equal of their white “ brothers.”

This little England of ours is already the most densely
populated civilised country in the world, and if it were
hot for missionary enterprise few coloured folk would
want to settle here. Their proper place is in such vast,
uncultivated continents as Africa, Central America, or
Australia, and among-their own kind there need be no
colour problem. The problems) of inter-marriage are far
more complex than some people think. In any case,
missionary interference with age-old customs can mean
nothing but injustice and unhappiness for coloured
ped@iealiwvho are now beginning to find out that the
wonders of Christianity are nothing but painful delusions.

BUTTERFLY MIRACLES

ONE of the books which must have given great pleasure
to thousands of readers, and indeed was perhaps their
first introduction to natural history, was Charles Knight's
Animated Naturem published over 100 years ago in two
large volumes, with about 3,000 illustrations. It has, of
course, been completely superseded, but 1doubt whether
any hook published since for “ the masses ” could ever
give its readers more entertaining instruction both with
the reading matter and the magnificently engraved
illustrations.

Knight was a great pioneer (with William and Robert
Chambers) in providing genuine literary and artistic
culture for the people during the mid-Victorian era and
he played a great part in a * renaissance ” against
illiteracy and ignorance*—a part not always appreciated
these days. | recalled his work when looking through
Captain Bernard Ackworth’s Butterfly Miracles and
Mysteries (Eyre and Spotttiswoode, 1947; 12s. (3d. net)
with its many illustrations of all* kinds of butterflies in
line and colour, for those given, in Animated Nature were
beautifully reproduced as well.

Readers will perhaps recall Captain Ackworth's
fascinating book on the cuckoo and its mysteries, and
in this work he writes just as fascinatingly on those
extraordinary little insects which are perhaps the most
beautiful of all—miracles, lie calls them—certainly,
there can he few living things in nature which can equal
them for sheer beauty of design and colour. We* humans
can only marvel at this, Nature’'s handiwork at its best
in many ways, and we must marvel* all the more when,
as Captain Ackwor'th points out, “ we learn something
of the inner history of these insects which the patient
and brilliant studies of many specialists in this branch
of natural History, armed with lenses and infinite
patience, have made available to mankind.”

His hook, is not so much a scientific treatise on the
general history of butterflies, as one “ upon the mysteries
and miracles of their existence.” Captain Ackwor'th, who
is, | believe, a very devout Christian and an anti-
Evolutionist, uses the word “ miracle ” here without
exactly defining it. When we who are Atheists,
Materialists, and Evolutionists, use ethe word, it is in
the theological sense—something performed by some-
body outside all the known laws of nature to further a
supernatural religion. 1 should call the Virgin Birth a
miracle, or Jesus flying above the streets of Jerusalem
in the arms of a Devil 'to be put upon the pinnacle of
the Temple, or feeding a multitude of people with a few
fishes and rolls, or turning: water intpg wine But | can
use the word “ miracle ' for lots of other things, such
as calling the engraving of the Txml's Prayer on a six-
pence a “ miracle '’ of skill, or a painting by Titian, a
‘ miracle ” of colour, if is useless in our present state
of knowledge to ask us to explain “ miracles ” of nature,
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whether the galaxy of stars called the Milky Way, the
why and wherefore of our Expanding Universe, the

waves ” working a television set, or a hundred
thousand things which the inquiring mind of man lias
been unable to solve.

When Captain Ackworth says, therefore, that one of
the objects of his book is to show that “ miracles, in the
strict sense of tha't rather loosely used term, are still
being manifested daily before our eyes,” | can heartily
agree with him; only they are not theological miracles.
I might quite well be converted by Jesus if he could show
me Hell existing for ever packed with devils and sinners,
into which | should be pitched with religious gusto by
the Son of God if 1 did not forthwith believe in Him.
But | am not at all disposed to believe in Hell because
a book which its admirers call “ God’s Precious Word,”
merely talks about this Hell. If it exists it would be a
miracle; happily it does not.

On the other hand, to detail for me the wonder of the
birth of a butterfly makes fascinating reading, but it is
no more a miracle in the proper, theological sense of the
word, than the birth of a baby; and the marvel of a new-
born baby thrills me far more than that 6f a butterfly.

For the enthusiastic entomologist everything connected
with the production of the finished butterfly has always
been of supreme interest, and Captain Ackworths
chapters on butterflies’ eggs, on caterpillars, and on the
chrysalis, his minute description of what happens to
them before turning into a Painted Lady, a Purple
Emperor, or a White Admiral, are absorbingly interest-
ing. | must confess that | knew little of the “ mechanics.”
of the successive changes which “ cunning ” Nature has
imposed before we get the beautiful flying insect flutter-
ing in the summer sun in all its beauty of colour and
design.

Of course, such a believer as is Captain' Ackworth,
would substitute for my term ” cunning ” Nature (which
is not meant in any way to imply anthropomorphism or
Animism) “ Creative Wisdom ” or “ a Grea't Master ” ;
and T hope he will not mind my pointing out that what-
ever term is used we are still faced with the great
mystery—the “ how ” ? To say it was all conceived by
an “ Almighty Mind ” who designed every detail, does
not solve any of the puzzles which face entomologists ns
they contemplate, for example, the metamorphosis which
takes place as the caterpillar is transformed *“ into a
seemingly dead coffined corpse "—'the chrysalis. The
term “ Creative Wisdom '’ explains nothing except that
the man who uses it, faced with Nature’'s mysteries,
believes in a God, a Designer of everything. But to say
that “ God did it,” explains nothing whatever; it only
adds to the mystery of Nature. In other words, Captain
Ackworth, who believes in God, and | who do not, are
both completely ignorant of the why and the wherefore
of Nature's “ miracles.”

All 'this, however, does not detract frorn his very fine
description of butterflies and the “ mechanics ” of their
existence. As he pointed out in his hook on the cuckoo,
birds are without * understanding,” and lie insists tha't
this is the case with butterflies. They move about in a
purely mechanical way. And he thus only the more con-
firms my mechanistic ” Materialism.

Has a butterfly “ got senses such as our own?’'’ asks
Captain Ackworth. * Can it see, taste, smell, hear and
feel, as man does? Are they automatic senses? ” And
he proceeds to discuss these problems in a fascinating
exposition, giving astonishing details of the way butter-
flies, wasps, bees, and other insects, live their brief lives.

Js a butterfly a robot? Does it know what it is doing

when flying or does it direct its own flight- “plesO
various organs in the butterfly’s body living e gdl
ghe_l;linq of machinery we get in an aeropl&ne ;ufidf&s !

problems are cleverly disce**
Or. noed not agree with

lleitber ease, he will have
N Senes " of Nature in general

and the” reader™
Ackworth’s cone] »
1 Jot about th<

< butterflies n

At the close Particular.
Captain AckwnH/ ian excelJent chapter on
m—and it would to on “ What is Mj*

than he gives in ,TfUle lar re space 'to
interestedin enj ™ i 8 ?°wn the Headers

°" a subject, wigid, {3 heRRO i s2Y e bRy %&0

began to think. But | am sure they will
lias to say about butterflies, and the very hue

he gives (with illustrations) of many of the IS

ones, fully worth studying. We live in a marvel o

and how little we know of it! ~Ir
H. CUr

CANONISATION OF A NEW SAINT

THI2 Holy Father recently ordered the canoniﬁ%\g]bp
Blessed Maria Goretti should ke held in St. v
Square in a ceremony unique in the twentieth ¢ .y!
We are told that the body of this 12 year old N
child was brought to Rome, from its sh*l
Nettuno. .1

The ostensible reason for her speedy canonist
soon after her death is that several nflracle”j#
occurred, due. it is claimed to her direct inter
Incidentally, this is the first time in history
mother has been present at her child’'s canonistl

It is a remarkable fact that before the Pope ann(
his decision to hold the ceremony out of doov™ "
200.000 requests had been sent to the vatican 0 »
50.000 places available in the Basilica. This oyC*(ec
of course one of the star acts in the perform**1
the comedy (or should it be tragedy ?) of Hob <nJ
and it is clear that the Pope, like other leading |
prefers to play to a full house. w

The story of Maria. Goretti, as told to us
Vincent Kerns, M.S.F.S., is an essay in human cr
and is obviously intended for very simple 1»
people. Freethinkers reading the following accoil jdij
have more evidence of holy humbug, and will no
note bow Holy Church still trades in human "
traffics in ignorance. It is indeed true to say * 11j™]
strength of the priests lies in their monopoly of tho Ajfi
The following is the story of Blessed Maria U
as told to Catholics by. Catholic teachers and 1]
and is in no way touched up by the present writel " (

“ The poverty-stricken Goretti family was
share a farmhouse in the marshy district near \'m t
famous An/.io beach-head with a widower and 1
sons.
One of the sons, Alessandro »Serenelli, tried to 81'81
little Maria to sin with him. On three separate
he tempted her, threatening violence, and even do (y
Three times the child’s answer rang out, °
Alessandro. It would be a terrible sin and you v'1 r
hell. God forbids it.’ irt"
Rut the lust in Alessandro’s heart boiled over, j yir"
times he drove his stiletto into Maria’s beautiful Jj
body. Then he ran off and locked himself in his.1*.fib
Maria’'s brother, Angelo Goretti, who is travell,~ I*
New York for the canonisation, told a priest to ¢
‘1 can see her now as they carried her downst
tile ambulance, eyes closed and face deadly pale. vy
‘ Because no anaesthetics could be given to hU tl1
suffered agonies as her wounds were treated u
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hospital. They could do very Bttl© fol hc '’ n
hoBerss o, who served a 5 vear%tl nglentencle] e
mine, V\esforglven by his inno * girl’'s
died. to visit the &

Christinas, E 947, h lyJp‘~tnelt
m%ler N g&s V?org]ivenesse < s t\l;gadfl ¥heIO ne
together, on Christmas” mornnig, ~ naS Coninnimo «

sde by side to receive their CI? * fumble Penl’\‘ N was

.. \Wwes dete mined tokillher> ~ me. 1 * oef
‘il she wou not consent to s because s %

breaking the law of God. 1kd ' encouraged. t th
Never hy a word or smile had she en ™ 10 fact that N

all my fault. Maria did well. k Maria Go "
Church now wants us to call rUEl  degrade

ask her to pray for us and o Qoretti, whos

-I;H@,(%]\ ”i%agfﬁveﬂ%ésev . Iniracles—fH»rwwc '

Ures the evidence is nil. would seriousy
H is quite clear that such a s > steepedin c

"end the intelligence of any peoP* e in danger h
on of the Church YeV YW ion wbih " 1
~ beUeve such

%%r&gnera%o Sk
..\ i;shopagge%gmg@,?oﬁh mﬁdﬁ

' ( England held
’Awﬁeeﬂﬁl Feeeritly: “ Had allthe» ~ ¢ ~ w ith ,ten
r F%tl%HEanlan would nowpbe ble.,

NE to-day - instead of ,
iiiS now recorded,; rand advocated the formation of an
U)%%ur%ltion to reclaim the majority of those >'s

Ji? Rev. C. Lucey, M.A., D.D.. Bh.U., at the same

,.ufting said:  We should remember that the sc e

, > of experts on education were often no more”than
te'itious opinions, particularly those mating

, V«®” He also said: “ It is «ssential illd]
Rious mstructlons he continued and a course In social

,'G provided.”
of '5diQal Griffin, speaking to more than 5-J00 women
v,.., ' Catholic Women’s League in the j .> , !
ti( : “1f yon are working outside the home, ande -
tv,, opportunity of being a member of a tiade ’
¢m.~n that union and do your best to attend the
, and make your influence felt. It \o *
tuki>Ubliti «peaking wl.y not join a pohtical party and

Jour position there, becoming city councillors as

I\ have done already.” . that;
th\V%11d ~ he supposed from the foregomg story that
K, d’ers °I the Roman Catholic Church au, “q,

3

tk "-minded fools actually believing such n
,contrary, they are without doubt very able,
People, who know only too well the value
NAShyerstition to those who -seek and wish to letain
it
Itiugtf/]Mllllate for the civilised world, that in their
liMige | 1 jes their greatest weakness. They are of course
"f beligi . eust to some extent, to profess some measure
pitches In ~le dQGtrines which the Church teaches and

's ecte \ail™»”™ (which is not at all uncommon) a Pope
fOlbrrhwy whe  deludes Illmself that he really has direct
tm%Qn%Cg R WRhh lche Trlnlfy 6% &ods makes
"pb (ﬂﬁeliws on .matters of faith and morals which

llo ledi  ~ absurd to all thinking men and women
(‘'r8 of Mother Church are forced into a rather

(‘@ Position, i JKkt this mowient thdt Freethinkers
(,het ~e fullest uise of the great weapon of ridicule,
n'hlin /thinkers read again the advice of Cardinal
(0 hfio]; jutod in this article) and let Freethinkers ask
aspirants to such civil or political office, sucli a

as»” 1)o you really believe that your new saint,

t me three and a—hal

Maria Goretti, will intercede for you if you ask her ?”

The weapon of ridicule is without question one of the
finest edged weapons that able Freethinkers can use, and
members of trade unions and political parties should note
the fact, and by making the fullest use of it enable
rationalism to defeat the reactionary forces of organised
superstition so well developed in the Boman Catholic

Church’ E. W. SHAW.

CORRESPONDENCE
A QUERY

Sir,—The following is culled from *“ The Rationalist,”
February, 1948:—
“HYMN OF DESPAIR

Christians in many parts of the world sang this hymn
in November:—

‘ Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;

The darkness deepens Lord with me abide,’ etc.

A century ago Henry Francis Lyte wrote those words
at Nice, where lie was lonely and ill. His wife had died,
and there had been dissention in his church because of
his unorthodox views. It was a cry of despair, a feeling
for a hand that is never present when wanted. A few
days later he died.

Christians, pathetically perhaps, still sing the hymn;
hut do they ever inquire whether Lyte would have written
it if his parishioners had not treated him so incon-
siderately ? Or whether he would have written it if the
Lord had given him better health ?”

1 would like to know what was Lyte’'s 1l unorthodox views

which caused 1 dissention ” in his church ?—Yours, etc.,
E. S

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Market Place).—Sunday, 7 p.m. ;
Mr. J. Crayton.

Bradford Branch N.S.S.
7 p.m.: Mr. H. Day.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.:
Mr. F. A. Ridlky.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).— Sunday, 3 p.m.:
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, G. Woodcock and R.
Billings. (St. Mary’'s Gate, Blitzed Site).—Sunday,
7-45 p.m.: Messrs. (. McCall, L. Smith, G. Woodcock and
R. Billings. (Alexandra Park Gatos).—Wednesday, 8 p.m.:
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, G. Woodcock and R. Billings.
(St. Mary’s Gate, Blitzed Site).—Lunch Hour Lectures
every weekday, 1 p.m.: Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith,
G. Woodcock and R. Billings.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Messrs. A. Oalverlry and
L. Kbury. (Highbury Corner).—7 p.m.: Mr. L. Ebury.

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).—Sunday.
(330 p.m.: Messrs. T. Mosley and A. Elsmere. (Old
Market Square).—Saturday, July 15 6-30 p.m.: Messrs.
A. Elsmere and T. Mosley.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’'s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:
Mr. A. Samms.

South London and Lewisham Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park,
Herne Hill).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: Mr. J. Barker.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch).—
Sunday, 4.p.m.: Mr. C. E. Wood.

(Broadway Car Park).—Sunday,

Indoor
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
W.C. 1).—Sunday, 11 a.m.: “ The Struggle in Malaya,”
Professor (i. W. Keeton, M.A., LL.D.

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. By Chapman Cohen.
An outline of the philosophy of Freethinking. Price
3s. 6d.; postage 4d.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND THE MYTHICAL
CHRIST. By Gerald Massey. What Christianity owes to
Ancient Egypt. Price 9d.; postage Id.
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THOUGHTS ON RELIGION
X1V

THE religious oratory practised in the pulpits and the
instruction in religion given by its votaries are an
intellectual poison for which the antidote is reason.

Atheism, as it is expressed by some of those who profess
it, is a dogmatic belief. The attitude of some atheists
toward a god whom they defy in one sentence and whose
existence they deny in another sentence is neither
reasonable nor philosophical.

It has been said that the truth will always out; and
the truth about the article on ” Atheism ” by the Abbot
Yvon in the French Encyclopedia of the eighteenth
century is that it is false. For example, he wrote: —

“ But on the other hand, even the most tolerant
of men must admit that a magistrate has the right
to suppress all who dare to profess Atheism and
even put them to death if he cannot otherwise save
society. ”

The abboFs tolerant spirit is further illustrated by the
following remarks in the same paragraph as the above :—

“ YVe should regard a man like ‘this—an Atheist—
as the enemy of all others, for he destroys all the
foundations on which their preservation and their
felicity is principally based. Such a man ought to
be punished by everybody as a natural* right. In
consequence, a magistrate should have« the right to
punish not only those who deny the existence of a
Deity but also those who make this existence useless
in denying providence; or in preaching against
his religion; or those who are guilty of formal
blasphemy, of profanation, of perjury, or even of
'the lightest of oaths. Religion is so necessary for
sustaining human society that it is impossible, as
pagans fully recognised, as well as Christians, that
society can subsist unless we admit an Invincible
Power who governs human affairs.”

This is an expression of the superstition of the
barbarous ages of Europe. Belief in gods never did any
society, on earth any good. If belief in a god, like the
belief of the Arabs in Allah, has unified some nations
so that they could massacre their neighbours, we are
permitted to doubt Unit such a result is good. The
moral* advantages of belief in a god are small; for,
however useful the conception of an avenging god may
be as a restraint on men, a morality based on the concep-
tion is based on fear which is one of the worst elements
of their natures.

YVe should be glad that we live, not in the Century
of the Abbot Yvon but in tins twentieth century of
enlightenment, tolerance, and periodic; wars over confused
political fictions but generally over nothing-at all.

The state of mind of men who feel that they are
inferior, sinning creatures before an imaginary god is
caused by doubt concerning the unknown, by instability
and lack of unity of mind, by the opposition of nature
to them, and by ignorance of the natural world and of
their position in it. Instruction in the fundamentals
of science and philosophy makes such a state of mind
impossible in the minds of men of sound intelligence.

When you reflect that in the name of divinity and in
llie interest of religion men have committed atrocities,
deceived each other, and pervert and damn the love of
the truth, you may be a little disgusted with the human
race.

July 1°

Regarding the relation of religion to crime, Mnfief 1
said that the low intelligence required t(1 K'
religions in their popular forms is the same ViV
intelligence of those who are unadaptable to s jCire
and to culture and who as a consequence easl '
criminals if the motive and the occasion are P

In his funeral oration for Louis de Boui)R>elliA
de Conde, Bossuet related how the prince iliec f
“ The prince, without moving, allowed the mingK
Engjmien, his son, to regain his spirits; then 1 ~
daughfer-in-law, whom he saw speechless aJi,
dead, with a tenderness which had nothing \] pety*
it, gave them his last orders, all of which bream®% »
He ended, blessing them .with the faith and 1
God expects, and, like another Jacob, he hlcs™~r
of their children in turn, becoming feebler all]t
as he went on.” Bossuet further related that
said of his religion: ” 1 have never doubted, Ljj.

the mysteries of religion, whatever people I,aU
According to Bossuet's eulogy the prince was a/Zjile*l
able man as history also shows; but he was a K*
men, that is, a great military leader. It would be *
to explain how soldiers could be ethical. .oN

Michel Le Tellier, chancellor and keeper of *~ )i?
under Louis XIV, was praised by Bossuet "0
Orations as a great sage and as a man of piety- j;(ir
ever, this sage contributed to the revocation ol mI~ |F
of Nantes and therefore Was the partial cause 0N
persecution of the Huguenots. The pious L
revocation meant the abolition of the religious J) " j =
proclaimed by Henry LV. This kind of ~IS F
scarcely to be admired; and there is nothinl. A
admired in the faith of Bossuet who was neve”™ $1
eloquent than when lie spoke of the exterium«l iif
those who thought differently, than he. He ]
the oration \vhat the six hundred and thirty
the Council of Calcedonia said: “ You have a g(F
the Faith; you have exterminated the heretics; 1
crowning work of your reign; it is its principle (- 1"
Through you, heresy no longer exists: God aloue
have performed this miracle. King of Heaven, Flirvh
the King of the World; it is the vow of the "*L
the vow of its bishops.” Flis was addressed ora T i
to Louis XIV; and it is a lowest depth of “anarQt
The first words might be interpreted to mean,
translation, but in effect: ” You liave externl
those who have thought differently from what n
about things of which we know nothing exceptv . ,/
old Jew book tells us and what the priests who il
flunking for us teach us.” Bossuet was no doll™(fl
orator and a writer whose works are perhaps "yl
reading; hut, if he was a man of talent in th®. K
expression, lie was also narrow and fanatical ~ jc
views, and his Intolerance conterbalances his litein .
philosophical qualities. Y

WILLIAM RIITTENOIJR (U -~

According to Michael Davie, of The Obxei'vC
Korean Church is the most outstanding exa#l>"
successful Christian evangelisation in Asia, m lefﬁ
as American Democracy has made any headway m
Mr. Davie, ” it is almost entirely due to the
connection between American missionaries dK .
Korean Church,” History does not always repeat ~
exactly', hut we leave readers to complete the quot;] [
” first the Missionary, then the trader, th™ML
gunboat. "
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