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VIEW S AND OPINIONS

Home Wins in Belgium . , . c0iuinn to refersome time
ago, we had occasion in 1 ^  King <rf the

^  the then problematical case o . enigma of E ,UJ° ' « 
Belgians, now £or some years pas , has. entered a
Nan polities. Recently, the Leopold ^  hftSe For the
l/ v and, or so it would seem, a , beginning of June 
Belgian General Election held a t the the question

in effect, n national plebiscite P to secure the 
1,1 die King’s return. Its result 1 n.a.thohc-C°user\ tr 
Muvn of a “ Social-Christian necessary legisla-

Government pledged to Pâ s anc\  to secure _ie "on to terminate the present Lenencj a Whilst the
S*edy restoration of the exiled mona “olgian nnvti— "

1) > 1 • ---  v/*»*
e liovai1 ,s ^ le Eeft are still resolutely opposed to

s. now seem to be decisively 
eopold’s favour and his return to the Belgian

VJ. cue j^etL ar* 
hoyal restoration, the odd 

^jilted  in Leopold’s favour a 
Uxme in the near future siâ ured.Yv

oliticali
ic near future seems to be now definitely

i, MU'duy speaking, the Leopold affair is due, im 
thldlately’ to Poetical issues which, as such, lie outside 
\v. ScoPe of The Freethinker. By way of elucidation, 
t],, indicate that the recent and current coni u* o\ v 
(¡o,- ’'Jgian restoration forms part of the po 1 u a 
tont* st,ruggle. between Left and Right which dni< e 

^m porary Europe and which included, but is, by no 
? £ *  confined to the struggles of such Geological 
to J iS ’’ as Fascism ----------
N  vi/ h°ints of disputes are now somewhat ancient: in,, me miii+r,_

bef(

ascism, Communism, Socialism, etc. The

 ̂-Ho pl\. lniiitary capitulation of the Belgii 
h'itG, t(^e Hitler due to Leopold’s treachery, as his
t! maintain, or to unavoidable military necessity, as 
C °y a l supporters declare? Was Leopold a coUabora«- 
h ’tn1 ’ wi^i Fascism, a royal “ quisling/ or a sincere 

only anxious to save his country from irrevoca c

C  these are excuses rather than the genuine
Gu lls for the present contvoversy?, and fhey aie

Relent history nowadays. That Leopold personally TatfiGoG —* ■ *
* M with the Nazi counter-revolution is likely 
an 1 an^ European Conservatives did so a decade 

(ninos  ̂ European monarclis are deep in politics,
in ‘ uPon the reactionary side. However, it is the 

Mt oi 1050 rather than* of 1940 with which we are 
T i i l r 9 ° ncerncd.-

k*iu Proximate restoration of Leopold appeals to lepie 
( <>M :Ul undeniable victory for Belgian and for Europeank /CVVafic-rv. • - - - - - -  - - ■l^ir 0\v 1Srn‘ Individual Freethinkers naturally have 

it 0ersonal point
dij* .J)1 'd be outside the appropriate terms of reference

re upon this purely’ political 
nli(p ^j^vcver, there is one aspect of the problem

a t ] , ^ a s p e c t  of the current situation: the

*11(1 >t 11 ,lJers°nal point of view on political matters, 
U > ul<l be outside the, . .  

aPeet ,yLrnn to comment lien
!>*b .... ...........

'oubtedly falls insidei’ ' ^o8TV-?My talls inside our present scope, and that 
aspect of the current situation : the 

i|S?uPclivl(! °/ King Leopold is, first and foremost, a 
r I *s t|], lLLv^d°i*y for the Homan Catholic Church. For 

T v '^ g ian  party of the Catholic “ Cominform,” 
Elack International ” this time -and not

the “ lied,” which has engineered^ the King’s return, 
the 4 4 Christian Social ” party, the Belgian mouthpiece 
of the Vatican. No doubt, it was not an accident that, 
as soon as the result of the General Election was known, 
Leopold hurried off 'to Home from his Swiss exile and 
had a private audience with Pope Pius XIIT, no doubt 
to receive his marching orders from that most astufe 
professional diplomatist.

The victory thus gained by and for political Catholic
ism in Belgium is one of considerable practical impor
tance. Belgium is one of the most economically 
advanced lands of Europe, and its geographical position 
is strategically important. Historically, Belgium repre
sents that part of ’the original united Netherlands which 
adhered to the Catholic Church in the religious wars in 
the era of the Protestant Reformation and, as such, its 
retention within the Catholic fold has, since the sixteenth 
century, been a permanent objective of Roman 
ecclesiastical diplomacy.

In more recent times, it was the Vatican which 
engineered the Belgian Revolution of 1830, which freed 
Belgium from the rule of the Protestant Dutch and, 
half a century ago, Mr. Joseph McCabe, who himself 
studied at the Belgian Catholic University of Louvain, 
already then indicated the severity of the current struggle 
waged by Belgian clericalism against the rising forces of 
anti-clericalism and socialism (cf. Twelve Years in a 
Monastery).

The contemporary Roman victory in Belgium derives 
its importance from the fact that it forms part of the 
sinister drive now being made on a continental scale by 
political Catholicism towards world power: a dream of 
universal domination which still haunts the Vatican with 
an irresistible attraction. Rome, to-day, pursues, and 
not only in Belgium but on a world-wide scale, the 
policy which has so often served her so well in ‘the past. 
In epochs of revolutionary change, when one social order 
is giving way to another, Rome poses as the champion 
of law and order and of the traditional scheme of things, 
and allies herself with the secular representatives of ’the 
ancient order of things: she did this after the Reforma
tion, after the French Revolution, and she is repeating 
the same tactics to-day. The current clerical-conservative 
victory in Belgium represents the most recent example, 
of a world-wide strategy’ frequently* repeated in space4 
and time.

Unfortunately, the real nature and aims of the Roman 
Catholic Church have been often misunderstood, even 
by’ otherwise keen critics, who have often tended to take 
the Catholic Church at« its own face-value and to treat 
it« primarily as a religion. Actually, Rome is, first and 
foremost, a power-seeking institution, which aims funda
mentally at world-domination and uses religion and 
politics as cloaks for this supreme end as such. Its 
sociology is of at least equal importance with its theology.
“ Catholic Action,” to-day, is of much greater practical 
importance than is, say. the ancient mythology of tiie 
Immaculate Conception. Some have been found to doubt
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’tlie existence of Jesus, but no one can possibly doubt 
that of the Jesuits!

The present victory of clericalism in Belgium must 
not be regarded as merely an end in itself. The ultimate 
ambitions of Borne go far beyond Belgium or even than 
Europe: they can only be satisfied by a renewed 

medieval ” era ii.i which mankind is again subjected 
to the totalitarian sway of the Vatican. This, and this 
only, represents the final goal of political* Catholicism for 
and towards which it tirelessly works, using impartially 
royal pawns and Catholic “ democrats ” for its purpose. 
For Freethinkers, it is (literally) a matter of life and 
death to stop the current Catholic advance. The “ price 
of liberty is still eternal vigilance.”

F. A. RIDLEY.

REORGANISING HUMAN SOCIETY
•THE House of Lords recently debated a motion that 
initial steps be taken for the re-organisation of human 
society now in danger of collapse. It looks rather alarm
ing on paper, but words will do that if one is, not careful. 
Generally speaking, the report of the debate makes good 
reading, with the result a draw between pessimism and 
optimism. During most of the time arguments were 
intelligent and informative, until religion was intruded, 
and then the silly section came in. That was, of course, 
true to form in matter and manner, but it is. a common 
trick of the trade. Public men and women dread the taunt 
of non-Christian more than anything else, and the intro
duction of a little religious dope keeps the heresy hunters 
at hay.

One must admit that man has made life on this earth 
almost a punishment, deserved by human beings for 
getting born. Christian countries have led the way and 
the churches have given full support. That is practically 
admitted by the Earl of Darnley who, realising the danger 
to humanity resulting from war, suggested scrapping the 
-87th Article from the Church of England’s 39, which 
allows believers to go to war. The actual wording in the 
clause in the 37th Article reads: “ It is lawful for 
Christian men, at the commandment of the magistrate to 
wear weapons, and serve in the wars.” The inference is 
that by scrapping that Article Christian believers would 
not wear weapons and would not serve in the wars. What 
Christ like simplicity.

The 39 Articles, a* an outline of doctrine for the Church 
of England were accepted in the 16th Century. Now 1 
seem to remember having read somewhere that Christians 
had been indulging very liberally in wars, and battles for 
centuries before the 39 Articles exis’ted. Beallv, does any 
intelligent person outside a. clergyman’s collar believe» 
that it was the 37th Article that sent Christians to fight 
in the Crimea, the Zulu War, Boer War, two world wars, 
etc. ’Fake the whole of the British forces engaged in the 
last war, and 1 doubt if 37 could have been found to give 
the 37th Article as. their reason for joining up. To the 
average combatant- the 37th Article might have meant any 
article of equipment- from a jack knife to a pull through. 
Surely the Earl of Darnley cannot he so simple as to 
imagine that scrapping the 37th Article would mean the 
end of Christians taking part-.in future wars.

Lord Noel-Buxton treated his colleagues to the follow
ing feast of clear thinking and definite ideas on the ques
tion before the House: ” I fully support the religious 
attitude towards, the problems of the world to-day; and 
in particular I am sure everyone realises that some under
standing should be reached between east and west.” 
Charlie Clnpham could not have put it better. With red

July

Deans and blue archbishops, Socialist \v̂
conservative parsons, the state before the c
protestants and the church before the state with

]#

a lo les, Lord Noel-Buxton agrees with them al ¡oll,- 
1111,1 nig. Remember we are only quoting the u .̂.¡y 

references made in the debate in ordei to shpvV ¡¡.. 
lappens when religion is introduced into serioi,s 

missions.
Lord Mountevans thought religion should be 

attractive, with snappy prayers. There is a greati!‘ 
mmour associated with religion, he said. In w*ia y 

snappy prayers and comic hymns might contribute i 
le-oi ganisation of human society was left unt^P 1 
Could we be sure that if rounds of applause and l*11* ju 
came from our churches instead of strains of “ ^  ;l( 
the arms of Jesus ” Russia would resume Prese,1l d  
t  inted Nations meetings, atom bombs would be scl’i‘{:vin2 
our Income Tax would be reduced, and the cost of
fall.

If not, the suggested alteration might be very da11ge r
tor Christianity. , ().j oj

In the Sermon on the Mount we have a sta1,( 1 .• ¡t
infinite virtue said Lord Pakenham; well, Ŵ V[ \d1(y 
Can Lord Pakenham name any country in the worn y/C; 
they have no standard of virtue. Adding | ll(.t 1 

makes no difference in the con11 tj.|H5
4K»

” infinite
Christians in comparison with non-Christians.
have no monopoly of human virtues, and they ( 
have a good share of human vices. Jt does not i  ̂ oj 
omniscient mind to catalogue some possible ^  ^  
human conduct, the world has never been short 
advice for good conduct, and Christians are not
above non-Christians for acting on it. Vl

Religion has been one of the major curse* 
humanity in all ages, and to toy with that 
remedy for its curses, if it is to be taken seriously* ĵ yr 
a gross misunderstanding of the part religion ^aS
in human affairs, and an equally gross lack of 1111(1 peC1 
ing of human nature and its potentialities, which a tY 
is the bed rock of social life and organisation. - (j( :ii'1 
no more create a sound social structure on worn 0 
discarded religious beliefs, than you can erect }V 
edifice on a rotten foundation. |j.,]rl

To reorganise human society and save it from ((>jj, i'|! 
the first step is to scrap, not the 37th Article of 1 e 
but the causes of the disorganisation and apl n A  
collapse. Civilisation has been knocked sick by t" 
wars. The population of this country is being JO: 
bled to provide over two million pounds a day, e.ve],\v(l1 
to deliver the knock-out to civilisation by a thim 
war. . i»1'

Yet we are living in a world that is full of b e a ^ ^  
rich in the resources for economic security for eve*. .y 
At man’s feet nature lias laid tlie means for <\ \
happy life for every human being, if man will ., y 
understand and use them. What the world needs 
those who can quote scripture as quack remedies 
ills and disorders, hut leaders with the knowL C 
human nature, and sharing its desires for happ1,ut 
tills earth, and with a will to make every land 
because of its gigantic armed forces and mi()Cvy 
armouries, hut because the people of those lands ft1*1 .y. 
in peace, and are decently fed, clothed, housed, tH 1 
and free.

R. H. ROS*^

Fellowship is heaven, and lack of fellowship is hel ' Ji 
the deeds th a t ye do upon tlie earth, it is for fpl 
sake that ye do them.— W illiam  M okkis.

v
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Th? THE ARABS IN SPAIN
ft» Constantine “ the Great ” (274-33

V of Mila t the first Nicean .... -.iii) winter) and ,  ̂ State
'-aune,il (325) had established Ghn-■ j -  ^  to say, °£
religion. Of Constantine himselt, a(\ ulation wbicn
'he fulsome and indeed btasphen C o n s ta n tin e
R u se b iu s poured upon Constantine, all times of
a sovereign whose character ^ as ‘ a^ er his conversi 
'u°st mingled description, and ^ '°» nephe\v 
P't to a violent death his $on’\vift3 »» ’ and his.... — > — ^ the dis-

Morals II, 261)- ^ “J f w o e a  offered a
.... ,cu on in tbc Counci . n0rance and con- 

"hiarhable example of the .g*fa es ^ a„e and expiana-
i»sion of idea, particulnvly in the . decisions oi th 

of those who approved ofC ouncil ” (m -

Pûtes r. - , earned on

•. -.... nk all-sufficientL-.mnu,y, the only true religion. ^  proceeded to 
''ide, would tolerate no other al the Hark Age, 
destroy all pagan culture, thus Pl()( 1 n(j  455, and the 

500-1050. The sack of Rome, 410 pa Christian 
l'"'l of the Roman Empire, 4.76, are g ^  goo years of 
a'M,'ogists as the root cause of the • ristian authority ln'sery and semi-barbarism attendingU1̂l power.

The
Men. rj3j°0l( the Arabs in Spain refutes that Christian 
e*nt (ie lc! consPhacy of silence to conceal that magnifi- 
^dej . 'el(>Pnient still obtains. The Arabs, who had 
®42 A h le Persian Empire. a’t the battle of Nehavend, 
H  in v’ made their way west from Egypt, C>47 a .d . , 
! ^ SuiCai* T10 practically took possession of the Iberian 
ÎN teriflrSettil^  UP a civilisation, particularly in ni 
droite * centuries, which outshone thnf of the resl

ninth
est of

i| *j\ j
''"d if0 7̂ °^er^Son, in his History of Free-thought Ancient
H r  t'j ’ J? v°1s., 1986), in his chapter “ Freethought
>o¡ntJ1™ P̂P- 272-303) says: “ In Spain the Moors
i saia » G?ntact with the Born an imperial polity, and at
^ is tr/ with the different culture elements of

nlVe comaiiU Christianity. To both of these faiths they
G East ^ era^ on. Like their fellow Moslems in

[,|e&erVei’ \heT further learned all the science that the
\v hterature of Greece could give them. The

■ that under energetic and enlightened khalifs
lll(l kiY0\i , civilisation became the centre of light

r?ge as well as of material prosperity for
. i ^ ur°Pe- Whatever of science the world k ii **ea -

K

( fl YuS )̂e i°und in their schools; and thither 
, * ?*eventh, and twelfth centuries, flocked
) oest/l°,m ^ le Christian States of Western Europe/* 
! v°l» i llstory is that of Moorish Empire in Europe 

> 0 ra  n y B: T>. Scott, Philadelphia, 1904), the work 
> lUGl ian years, with 26 pages of titles of books 

),kie8 ,( ln a dozen different languages. It details the 
S  ig1)oJu Wonders of Spain in contrast to the slotli 
\ Pie. I ance’ darkness of barbarism and superstition, 
i/cPabe,eSo Europe. In smaller volume, Mr. J.

&Urv, ^ eV^our of Moorish Spain (1935), gives a 
is h*ii> r ,V P^ce of the conspiracy of silence in books, 
:i|(i m  ae would expect an account of social conditions, 
i h if°nom nr^ eri t s in medicine, science, literature,

y, mathematics, philosophy, botany,
\V  ̂ l̂-nì r>

^Urul a ilnan  ̂ [** Servant of the Merciful M (God) ] 
SJ‘ ‘ ( Gr °f tlie independent Arabic power in Spain,

’ and made Cordova his capital, where lie con- 
l'i^s and nmosclue. Tlis policy of toleration towards 

^tiCe Christians transcended all previous Christian
aii(l thus won for his realm a great stimulus

in the way of variety of culture and industry. He kept 
control over the religious class. His son, Hisliam, was 
priest-ridden; and when liis successor, Hakarn, showed 
an indisposition to patronise them to the same extent, 
they raised revolt after revolt (806-815), all put down by 
massacre.

Abd-al-Bahman II rewarded Ziryab of Cordova, 
learned in music, song, geography, medicine, history and 
philosophy, with 40,000 pieces of gold a year. The Arab 
historian, Makkari, sums up the character of the out
standing Abd-al-Bahman III (born 891, reigning 912-961) 
as “ the mildest and most enlightened sovereign. His 
meekness, generosity, and love of justice, proverbial; 
courage in the held, zeal for religion, fond of science, 
patron and respecter of the learned.” His navy was 
the most powerful in the Mediterranean. “ His son, Al 
Hakim I.I (961-976),” says Scott, “ emancipated, and pro
vided for, large number of slaves. No monarch of history 
equals him in the extent of his knowledge, or the number 
and diversity of his literary accomplishments. His 
library, up to that time, was the greatest repository of 
knowledge in Europe: Freethought universally
prevalent.” Mr. J. McCabe also says that “ Plato, 
Aristotle, Euclid, and all the classic writers were trans
lated into Arabic. Prodigiously large works on medicine, 
geography, philosophy, astronomy, chemistry and history 
were written. His commentaries were appreciated over 
the world . . . He founded scores of new schools in 
Cordova and appointed his own brother ‘ Minister of 
Education/ to see that all his people had opportunities 
for learning.” The Enoyclopcedia Britannica, under 
“ Arabian Philosophy in Spain,” tells how he opened 
27 free schools in Cordova for the education of the poor, 
and that the mosques of the city were crowded with 
people listening to lectures on science and literature, 
law and religion. His successor, Hakim TIT, condemned 
such forbidden books to the flames—requiring future 
supplies from Damascus and Baghdad to provide for 
the brief series of illustrious men towards the end of the 
eleventh century: Avempace, Abubacer and Averroes. 
The introduction of Arabic philosophy and science into 
Europe culminated under the patronage of the freethink- 
ing Frederick II (1212-1250), “ the Wonder of the 
World.”

Spain, under Arab rule in ninth and tenth centuries, 
presented a pleasant mode of life with many amenities 
missing in Christendom. Population was 30 million— 
24. million now. People were literate. Bridges, roads, 
aqueducts, canals, irrigation, water supply, postal service 
on main roads, road patrols, watch towers, street paving 
and lighting, draining, dredging, baths and gardens 
(private and public), education, cleanliness, employment, 
agriculture, industries, were matters given attention. 
Cities were distinguished for their industries and pro
ductions : Almeria surpassing the world in silken stuffs; 
Murcia for silk and carpets; Seville for wine (the Koran 
ignored) and olive oil; Jativa for linen and paper (first 
in Europe); Toledo for metal work ; and so on for brocade, 
damask, iron, copper and glass utensils, cotton, needle
work, shipbuilding, lanyards, etc. (see Arabs in Spain, 
by Whishaw, 1912).

Against that, at same time, the Papacy was in the 
abyss of Papal vice and crime, including what Cardinal 
Baronius bluntly called “ the Buie of the Whores ” 
(900-964 a.d.). Arab Spain was not free from vice, 
sensuality and cruelty, but the general level of character 
was high. The Arabs had been in Spain since the eighth 
century and given Spain its most brilliant period of 
mental and industrial development. They gave full
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toleration to Christians, but the Arab power, through 
internal dissensions and the success of the religious 
orthodox against intellectual development, was weakened 
and their rule came to an end with the surrender of 
Granada, in 1492. “ No faith was kept with the victims. 
Granada had surrendered under the solemn guarantee of 
the full enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. At the 
instigation of Cardinal Ximenes that pledge was broken 
(Draper, Conflict, p. 148). The end came in Philip I l l ’s 
reign in sixteenth century, with their final expulsion 
carried out with “ unflinching barbarity ” (Buckle). Scott 
tells how in Granada Mohammed I had given “ audience 
twice a week at the gate of his palace to the humblest 
suitor certain of attentive hearing. No person too 
insignificant to be restored to his rights: no one too 
powerful to escape the consequences.”

Compare with the conditions of Spain to-day in the 
time of “ the most Christian gentleman,” General 
Franco. m

The lesson of Moorish Spain is this: it disproves 
and disposes of the Christian apologists’ claim that a long 
time is necessary to develop people from barbarism, and, 
therefore, that long centuries were needed under Christian 
rule, even when vested with authority, power and wealth. 
So disproves also the case of Theodoric, King of the 
Ostrogoths (453-526); and again, that of Frederick II 
(1194-1250), discredits the apologists’ claim. Mr. Joseph 
McCabe says that the victory of Charles Martel in 732 
over the Arabs who invaded France, “ saved Europe— 
from civilisation.”

GEORGE ROSS.

THE HEAVENLY TWINS
H.

YOU cannot expect the mythology of every region and 
period to follow exactly the pattern of our 2x2  principles. 
Gods were blended and changed their characteristics,, 
and whilst the Sun was the représentant of death and 
hellfire for southern peoples, he was the saviour and 
friend of the northerners. Let us therefore examine some 
aspects.

Egypt, being maintained through the Nile innunda- 
tions, had nothing to fear from the sun; the floods 
started with the helicalic ascent of Sirius (Sothis), a 
bright star by Leo (lion). Sirius was conceived as a hairy 
(bearded) woman, as seiv could mean both hair or ray 
(cf. Samson’s long hair). Its représentant, the sphinx, 
shows a bearded woman with a lion’s body.

Gold stands for Sun—they both have the same symbol ; 
so have Moon and silver. The constellation in which the 
sun exercises its top strength, is called Leoi as the lion 
unites all sun characteristics : violent strength and a 
yellow mane (rays). Other symbols for the sun rays were 
the spear (of Mars) or arrows. Apollo, before he became 
the gentle leader of the Muses, was a “ Destroyer ’’ 
whose deadly arrows spread pestilence. Mythologically, 
Poebos-Apollo was a twin such as Mars Quirinuus, the 
spear beai’er (Mars, fr. MAYORS, Mors =  Death), and 
they were connected with the wolf,(1) a constellation by 
Scorpion with its deadly sting. The Martian twins, 
Romulus and Remus, are brought up by a she-wolf as 
their female component. Races are connected with sun 
worship (cf. the luperci, and salii == runner).(2)

In his bénéficient aspect, however, the sun is delegated 
by ram, sheep, goat or lamb, with the moon or sky god 
as the “ Good Shepherd ” (an appelative of Hermes). In 
Akkad, the sun was called UZ, goat, literally “ the 
climber/’ In the Persian period the star constellation of

the first month of the year (Nisannu) was the 
the second (Airu) the 44 Bull of Heaven ” (AlaP 
and that of the third (Simanu) was called “ Hie

July 9»

(tu $
tul Shepherd of Heaven and the Great Twins v b 
rebutí). The twins among the 44 Twelve Sons of JflC° 0f 
vere Simon and Levi, with an occasional appe'ara11 J. 
their sister Dinah. Jacob (koptic KEB =  to go r° j, 
too, was a twin; his brother Esau (Hairy) or Edo«* ( lt 
uas elder, yet the bald and smooth moon repreŜ ,uf 
managed to get priority. So did Moses over Aar°li;¡ ¿ 
are only occasionally complemented through their 6 iMiriam. twi11Buddha (The Enlightened One),(3) is clearly a (̂4) of 
the principles 2 + B ; he dies from a scorpiog stl. p̂  > 
after another version, from boar’s meat. The *8*
sun) Th J  i f  TPT -  1S connected with Yule tide (fflL; 
so were th f  °f ? ° me ™  the Martian
(chnwa ~  f -?  \ tW °!'!d cltlzens> Adam (ruddy) andi l
“ Ish an/-l V i? ’ '.ln/ r he genuine version of ch.and Isha (He-man and She-mnn)—the P£|5ih A

I

from the East (or Beginning), with his wife Pyrrho jfof

Meshia and Meshiane. This is corroborated by an
A  (

the Theban Kadmos05) is Adam-Qadmoni : the

n ic a u iu  u u u  ivj e s i l ia n e .  x n is  J» c u n u u u r t t ic u  (aV*11
Midrash (Erubîn 18a): God had to split the fitfj^j 0itf

Cain (who slew liis gentle brother) means 44 sPealfei#, 
Mars). Queer enough, the wise Serpent, is just  ̂gpirit1 
doublet to Eve and hence a version of—the Holy p̂r 

Shamash was worshipped in the twin-city of 
Larsa, his shrine was called E-Babbar, Shining jjebJ 
the two aspects of Light were Marduk alia # 
(a Father and Son),(6) their temples, E-Sag1 c- 
E-Zida, were inseparably connected; when the •$. 
one moved out, that of the other entered in Pra<L(] 

Whatever deity in India temporally represen  ̂
bright sky was conceived as a twin. The Yed1̂  r o 
(root IDH—to kindle, TDDHA—aflame; b r o ^ ,  
Krishna =  Blackmoon), wliose weapon was the l*0,1 {¥
went together with Agni (Fire), the god sleeping, J'1 
cross-shaped wood from which fire was “ drill0 '̂K11 
order to render this cross more stable, its ends 'vCl̂  
crooked and became the “ svastika,” which, 
extensions were curvedf was the symbol of tn rlJ 
Sun Wheel.1n) Varuna (Encompasser—of the^
presiding over Night and Water, was coupled
(Friend, Companion) and both were frequently

but with s0!1!  01as one entity (Mitravaruna). Akin, ....... ,
differing aspects, were the Persian sun god Mil*1 
the Greek Uranos. The sun was Vanina’s eye, 
ning, his son, and the waters were his wives.

Frequently one twin (the gentle 2B p rin c ip a l (p 
sued and slain by his hostile brother. Every ̂ ^  ft) 
the moon returns to the same star constellation 
everv 29^ days she is 44 united ” with the sun^p11? 
Jacob, fleeing his jealous brother, has occasional111 
with him.(9) The Hindus observe 27 44 |i/'
(Lokapula) beginning with that of Tndra. 
stations of Saturn every seventh day (^ ] e\^. 
coincide with the four lunar phases ;(,0) Saturn 
“ liostile ” planet, the Babylonians, Hebrews and 
considered that no useful work could be 
Saturdays.

Says Tibull (y. 17-18): —
44 Aut ego sum causatus aves, aut omina 
Saturni aut sacram me tenuisse diem.”

dir*’

PERCY “ F
Taii.piece.—I t  remained for the Puritan Pho1’’ fj 

apply to Sunday the Saturnian biliousness 
Sabbath. Their Jesus removed himself over f . y j  
of that day so as to rise in glory on Sunday» h*5



the four gospel's it is related liow hehi three of \ Q
and his disciples went on the Sabbath day tl^ ĝ  
®0ruhf  and plucked the ripe ears. The

* » . ^ a t  it was unlawful to do this on a. babbath 
'M.a xii, Luke vi); and “ he said unto them, y  
^ b a ih  wasmade for man, and not man J  «

” (Mark ii, 27). Then the Pharisees sell 
roy him.—P.G.R.

. (Mark ii how to destr

,d)
•azen irna^f ^2 ^>allsan.ias (x, 14, 4) there were wolves and 
polio ¿vW  0 • a ^ on i11 the temple of Delphi, the shrine

FOOTNOTES
* br
°* APoK 
<i <*> Ki

hykeios 
Zosecase ’ ̂  *user fitni! A1 the of

;‘c>  the^cron" pei:emonial foot-race.
0 keen —  1 °* his country dej^ended (Diodor,

ES„ .  (3.

„ -...«u regulations. An appelativo
From budh = to awake, recognise, /^ ercur). ueb 

i the moon was budha (wise), son ot y __ budlia-dhia* 
aay (Mercur’s day, French Mercredi) a wife of the
3 )  The scorpion was tlw emblem ot „{’Rest), Lady
t t̂urnial Nergal (Lord of the Great A « inox m l h a

the Other World. After the ^ tu m n ^ l  in «eorpw,he 
bnah = Justice), the sun enters bisun.L.ction 3 days late . 
K‘s m amp/iora at Yule time with * , ^1G f\rst living

i f )  Kadmos, who reaped from ^Semelo (Helene 01
begot the moon as his daug _ silver-white)- 

1 clouo = shining; in Hebrew Leba * m-hineer, prophet, At the same time, N.ebo
)« moon. Marduk has a.twin‘ brotlie ti  is slain byi ls> 111 order to resurrect with the veg vf twin brother Set, but uHtle io 1 he does not fight. The decisive 

uc r e n r i r ^  ?etween ^eth and Horus, the son \ It is they 
1,11 aiiH . ‘en  ̂ the two hostile principles, quite apart from
(7) ^  m°oa gods.

s?HT̂ a’ h ’- sva (prosperity), root SU—to bring forth,
(8) rj,. and SON (Sanskr. sium).

ï,ut ¡n iitays 2J days in each constellation, as it is
dp ,UîUy m * \ of the “ Arabian N ig h ts” this chapter is a 
to> niostlv according to which the sun is: hot,
jtohefltovi . hl-bearing—tho moon: cold, damp, happy- 

^ W h i ^ r  (twin) : both together since of mixed nature,
(9) ^ * *anU$ looking with two faces East and West.

°r tlx
ofUon J

Vi*® JndTauUg representants of astral twins aro Peter-Paul 
saint Narada (the Human One; amphora is

Tallinn hence Jesus the “ Son of Manrarv  a t a
t to) Hence tho mooli 
^teurer*, mén, mene;hi\o-taqrr x 
^  hems
l̂ uach = counter

) and his

as tu tor of Mankind. Mas = the 
Minos the law-giver (with his bull

•giver with 
thinker), al-

___* ui AtattUtt-niu. "***»'5 mén, mené, Minos the law-giver (with 
ii’Us) and judgo of the souls, Moses, the law-gr 

Maim, the first man (measurer or thin!

ll . POETRY TO-DAY
Gy^eii held (especially, 1 am afraid, by the elderly 

llhc a ¿ ^ 1 , ^ )  that poetry has become in our 
i?joyed Uâ er of cliques and coteries, something to be 

0£ i?,11 y by those who have been initiated into a 
i l0Ught Jtje5ary secret society. Personally, L have never 
t ^  cob 118’  ̂ have, from time to time, written in
(° hiy lu-ni|ls aild elsewhere of the poets of our day who, 
j^der. 1\lc’ are enjoyable by the normally intelligent 
.‘̂ ely ? those poets who can be enjoyed do noti
¡"'d J ^ ^  ude tlie traditionalists, like Walter de la Mare 
to T, x t o ^ SWorth, hut also the supposed modernists, 
^ f c o k l ^ and ^y^an Thomas.
11 ^  see >18 aPPeare(d hi the series of Penguin Poets

|.lus fo nie to bear out what I have said, and 
a°°ksj i 0 ^ebrnrnend it. Contemporary Verve (Penguin 

Jjj />(̂ -) edited by Mr. Kenneth Allbtt, himself 
pa ŝo Lecturer in English Literature in the 

{a11ds't0 "to* Liverpool. If it has any flaw it is that it 
ve some slight over-representation to the more 

Writers, and to ignore some, like' John

Gawsworth and Herbert Palmer, who are not what I call 
coterie writers. But it does provide a useful selection 
of work written mainly within the pas't 20 years or so. 
It starts with Yeats and ends with Sidney Keyes, that 
brilliant young man who died in Tunisia in 194& at the 
age of 21.

For Freethinkers and those who share a generally 
rational outlook on theology, the book will have an 
especial interest for one reason—it shows a comparatively 
new development, in that some poets of our time appear 
to have rediscovered religion. This applies not merely to 
T. S. Eliot, whose theological views are well known, but 
to many of the younger writers, like Anne Bidler and 
Norman Nicholson, whose work has a religious tendency 
that would have been impossible ten years ago.

Wluit is a trifle disconcerting,, in fact, is that these 
poets, when they have any positive attitude towards 
religion, seem to follow a more or less reactionary religion. 
Possibly the philosophy of Modernism or Unitarianisrn 
does not provide enough colour for the poet; I do not 
know. But what I do know is that such religious attitudes 
do not seem to own any major poets.

I hope that what I have said does not stop readers 
who are interested in poetry from purchasing Air. Allott’s 
anthology, however. It contains much that is of con
siderable value, and considerably less that is third-rate 
than most of the anthologies of recent years. We are 
already realising that in the stress of emotions brought 
abbut by the events of 1939-45, many supposed poets 
made .great reputations which they did not really deserve. 
Those reputations are already fading. None of those 
poets are represented in Mr. Allott’s selection, which is 
a small mercy for which we can be duly thankful.

JOHN ROWLAND.

THE SPIRIT KEEPETH ALIVE
It is good for the soul 
To pass by unperceived 
Upon its* pilgrimage;
To strive to reach its goal,
None knowing how it grieved,
Or was consumed by rage.
It is good for the soul 
Never to utter moan;
To be alone, alone 
Within the body’s cage,

The strongest man on earth 
Is he who most alone 
Faces his world all dark;
Who knows his inner worth;
Knows spirit, flesh and bone 
Make one man, whole and stark.
For spirit weak or fled 
Causes the life to shrink,
The flesh to rot and stink;
The walking holies are dead.

BAYARD SIMMONS.

After the many years "given to the discussion as to 
whether women should be allowed to enter the priest
hood, two,delegates to the Church Assembly have “ corne 
to the conclusion that the Church does not really want 
us.” Remarkable deduction ! Let the women take heart, 
the Church still needs them—on the other side of the 
altar rails.
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ACID DROPS
The Archbishop of Canterbury waxed exceedingly witty 

at the expense of his colleague, the Red Dean, at the 
Mansion House Dinner. The Archbishop agrees that 
they differ on political views, but the Red Dean “ holds 
profoundly and sincerely precisely the same Christian 
faith.” The Dean’s co-directors on ’the Daily Worker 
may not like to be reminded of this, but then the Daily 
Worked* set-up is like no other Communist paper in the 
world. _____

An American parson was admonished in a Washington 
(U.8.A.) court after the City Fire Department had com
plained that over 1,000 people tried to get into the United 
[House of Prayer, the seating capacity of which is only 
500. The Fire Inspector said that it “ may be your 
business to save souls, ours is to save lives. The parson 
replied that there 44 wouldn’t be a lire as long as God is 
here.” Now we know why so many churches in England 
ca'tch fire. —------

The efforts of modern Christianity to stress the 
44 Gentle Jesus ” angle as against the 44 Jealous God ” 
is obviously meant for home consumption, for when it 
comes to training commandos, the Lord God of Hosts 
comes into his own. In a monastery in Gyrene (North 
Africa), soldiers are trained on a much ’tougher basis 
than during the war, and the training is well mixed 
with plenty of the God of Battles a la Old Testament. The 
Chaplain-6eneral, speaking of the new 44 soldier-priest
hood,” says 'that a man can go to . the uttermost 
limits of physical endurance if lie allows “ God to help 
him.” General’ Crozier’s statement that Christianity is 
the finest blood-lust creator, still holds good.

The Bishop of Jerusalem bemoans the fact that in 
Israeli there are so many Jews without ¿my religion, and 
he is quite certain that they won’t be content to go on in 
this way. 44 The Israeli »State, ” he is reported to have 
said, 44 may find its way to the ideal of the Catholic 
Church ”—which means, if it means anything at all, 
that the -lews in Palestine may one day go bodily over 
to Christ Jesus. Some hope 1 Christians have been try
ing to convert Jews for nearly 2,000 years and they are 
lucky if they get half a dozen converts a year. No 
instructed Jew could swallow the balderdash of a Virgin- 
born Son of God Almighty.

No one need be surprised that in a book on Psychology, 
Dr. E. S. Waterhouse—writing of course for religious 
people—insists that, though Jesus 44 was ignorant of 
psychology, he was all the same the greatest Psychologist 
that ever lived.” We are quite sure 'that one day Jesus 
will he shown to have been a greater run-getter than Don 
Brfidman, a much greater Channel swimmer than, say, 
Ternine, who has swum the Channel both ways, and, 
if it comes to playing bridge, no doubt Jesus will be 
bailed as the greatest bridge player the world has ever 
known. Why not? After all, he is Almighty God, and 
an Almighty must be greater than anybody else at any
thing. . _____

In a review of Canon Redlich’s The Early Traditions 
of Genesis, the Church Times complains, that “ of edify
ing doctrine the book is absolutely innocent,” and that, 
except for a bare notice in the Introduction, there is 44 no 
mention whatever of Jesus Christ.” We share the pain 
this must cause any fervent believer in God’s Precious

July 0

Word. After all, the Fall of Man is a Cardinal P J’,
of Genesis, and without such a Fall, how rb#pj 
Loul become the world’s greatest Saviour < t
the worthy Canon does not believe in the Ialb s t!1:lt 
he finds it difficult to swallow a story which deck11 ^  
a Serpent could speak perfect Biblical Hebrew*  ̂
scepticism deserves the severest condemnation» } ,lAvaj 
Bishop Barnes, no doubt Canon Redlich will 
witli it.

we tfi
A notable saying of the week is, 44 It is because & 

going forward, not because we are retreating» ^u — 1  ̂ v w »» WJ. V i. V/V*
need more men,” and the Bishop of Southwell »* 
congratulated on putting it so neatly. The h>*h us

cm* •fewer candidates than ever are hearing God s cn 
Ministry proves the outstanding success of Eln’1̂ ^ pst
We are now looking forward to the time when 1 ^
solitary Bishop left to the Church of Christ JeilU*|.t,i 
Vale of Tears for a Happier Land—for then, at l^^ps 
this will prove the greatest of all Christian ^lC 
Christ will have conquered the world!

F
An indication of the doldrums into which rclir1" ^  

fallen is apparent by the plea of the Bishop of ^ UnjuS 
ham to his church workers to carry out ‘‘talent SP°. ĵ i’: 
for future ministers. The number of clergy L s 1 
so rapidly that every encouragement is to he pivL /  

members of choirs, Sunday school teach?1* ^  
servers.’ Only a short 50 years ago, the say11,r| t!i( 
common that the 44 fool of the family elite*6 
Church.” It appears that even “ fools ” are *l0'v 
premium. _____

A Kingston Church Magazine reports that on® 0 ^ 
communicants had her handbag stolen whilst 
at the altar. The police were informed and al,uV (i! 
man who was later sentenced to six months’ 
meiit. The vicar waxes quite fulsome and says, 1 j \\ 
to the police, this was a smart piece of work, 11 Jjl(>i 
night to bo grateful.” He also urged people to bc h1 
careful in the future. Faith in the Lord is all rie 1

f ¥

a policeman is mudi more efficient.

A circular distributed by the Southwark )io^J
Catholic Parents and E tec tors’ Association called i,!
Catholics to vote for three Conservative candid#^/
a local election who wero Catholics, against the. I

,M°\candidates who were not. The Tribune puts the GufcTn- ‘r 
44 Does the Roman Church claim the right to °1’1̂  C 
followers to vote ” in a certain way? And do^jr
Catholic Hierarchy approve of the Association ß L'i^ 1

Poi- the L 
now th^ ti'1'

The questions are obviously rhetoric! 
of Tribune are not so naive as not to 
answers to 1x4th questions is yes! But just in {W 
Tribune is really seeking information, may we udil il|‘ 
the Catholic Church claims the right to gui(
“ faithful ” in 'faith and morals, which to a Un
covers pretty well everything.

How these Christians love one another was Vl n 
strated recei 
Christian Bre

utly at Sliawinigan Falls, (Quebec* ^  
îthren, a Protestant sect, held their st

in a small chapel situated in a largely Catholic area• ./
bad tlieir premises wrecked by a mob of 1,500 
R.O.s. Windows were broken, prayer-books and
torn and thrown into the street. As usual, 5)18Ui >  
where the R.C.s are m control, no arrests were **

,

1
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Mr. A T o c o r r e s p o n d e n t s
cutting,Sykes (U.8.A.), Mr. G. W arren .—Thanks for

G i,i• I If V L-> i* * Uvkr,-_,y
l0,xaur in ani using caricature occupies a place ofI)lv 0111 office.n,:vou:nt jo,
^¡uio\Vle(j„ UND> ^*8.8.—The General Secretary gratefully 
Watal). K a uonation of 15s. from Mr. S. J . Barker

l| Ĉr, the
Secular6n National Secular Society in connection

CJ°U3 should h Un?l Services are required, all commumca- 
, Qll'lnQ as i n n a(*dressed to the Secretary, B. H. Bosetti,
N  hCn Ce as P°ssi^

Offic^nFVk w]^\be forwarded direct from the Publish- 
êar, 17s, • hnU ^°^°wing rate* (Rome and Abroad): One 

Ue fQii \* *’Vtar% 8s. 6d.; three-months, Is. id.
iatl be muii,!?6?'°dicafo are being received regularly, and 

ad\at~  The freethinker ” office: T he T ruth 
iV-S-A.) t’t»™ \ ry ^0MM0N S ense (U .S.A .), T he L iberal 
¡relish)’ p p ® VoiCB of F reedom (U.S.A., German and 
?QAn0NALisT 0r?RB8?iVB W orld (U.S.A.), T he N ew Z ealand

DoNRjrArioTlia1y)tra,ia)’ D‘ R V w ™ m
°n[ \he 3h°uld be sent to the Business Manager

^  n°t to tZ  Edtior41' 6Va2/’* /?™ * 0od* London> W  C J ^

hep the'ir°hliVl^s & e.asc write on one side of the paper, and 
ltciurt tters brief. This will give everybody ** rhan.**

* °tieet should reach the Office by Friday morning.

On T), . . .. SUGAR PLUMS
i eveu n̂o» July 6, in the Wanstead Forum, 
K o f i Untre (Esiex), the Rev. A. C. Gates,
' ^stianh Vanstead> will debate the affirmative “ That 

•loSative *'L1® ^ le °nly hope for the world to-day.” The 
111 he-ajj x\ >e ^ l^en by Mr. F. A. Ridley. The proceed- 

b 1 ut 8 o’clock and admission is free.

Jast f
^tnhers USf reminder to Birmingham Branch N.S.S. 
X Stiatf d) frieilds tliat Coach and Theatre Trip 

^oac?11 011 ^ Voa takes place on Saturday, July 15. 
J'|ose Xvj' eaves tlie Hall of Memory at 3 p.m. promptly. 
J i l l u ^  ,av  ̂ not done so must contact Air. T. G. 

i1, h, Hesket Avenue, Birmingham, at once, if 
1 to join the outing.

Jl  ̂ - —*—.—.
\\ill , Ulthmalist Press Association Annual Conference 
I HjUst 1 1 at Magdalen College, Oxford, Friday,
S tio rZ  • -[hiesday, August 8, 1050. Subject: " The 
■’ Ihu, -!!1 Â °dem Thought.” Conference President—• 

^istenf*. i-U hyfe. Speakers: Prof. A. J. Ayer,
*!" <he vr.1') Is,n Hr. Hermann Bondi, “ New Thoughts 
'« •»■> Ure of the Universe” ; Stuart Hampshire,
I Inteii (!fCer̂  Horrns of Irrationalism Prof. A. Heintz 
1 'h'tornTi U?l) Conditions in Post-War Norway” ; J. 
/^l Roh i ’ “ American Humanism To-day” ; Archi- 
l \ atioiini • on»."  Karl Barth ” ; S. K. Patel iff e, ” The 
j;('vcl0pi 1,1 literature ” ; Warren Sandell, Modern 

, lMl̂ s iu Roman Catholicism.” Conference 
l,SSi)(‘i»ti(la,'r >̂t; °htained from the Rationalist Press 
hi* l >11 Htd., 5 and 0, Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street,

• i " umbers of It.P.A., £5 5s.; Non-AIembers,
’ s ta re s  only, £2 2s.

THOUGHTS ON RELIGION
XIII

HEAVEN, as a fiction variously described by different 
peoples, is a symbol of unsatisfied desire. Having found 
that this life is transitory and that its desires, when 
satisfied, are followed by satiety and boredom, men have 
invented future worlds where these ills will not exist. 
The Elysian Fields of the Greeks and the Romans were 
the abode of the blessed dead. Virgil described this 
realm of'the blessed in the Sixth Book of the Aeneid; in 
thi* land, where a freer air clothed the fields with a 
brilliant light, some of the blessed exercised their limbs 
on the grassy wrestling places and contended with each 
other in games in the yellow sand. Others danced and 
sang while the Thracian priest dressed in a long robe 
accompanied their measures with the seven notes of the 
scale, playing now with his fingers, and now with an 
ivory plectrum. Ancient heroes with their arms and 
horses and chariots were there. Others of the blessecl 
feasted in a laurel scented grove from which flowed the 
deep waters of the River Eridanus to the upper world. 
Those who hail suffered wounds while fighting for their 
country were also there together with the priests wlici 
had preserved their chastity while life remained and with 
the holy seers who had spoken things worthy of Phoebus 
and with those who had improved life with the arts that 
they had discovered and with those who had done things 
deserving remembrance among mankind. The brows ot 
the patriots, priests, seers, and benefactors of men were 
girt with a snow white fillet. The Elysian Fields were 
on the whole a melancholy place ; and the blessed led a 
vague, shadowy existence there where no oile had a fixed 
dwelling place.

The ancient Scandinavians desired in Valhalla a place 
to which their warriors, having been awakened by the 
kisses of the Valkyries, would he taken to be served ale 
and hydromel by these damsels and to fight forever. This, 
it must be admitted, would be a nice paradise. The 
North American Indians desired a perpetual hunting 
ground which they called the happy bunting ground. 
The peoples who have professed Christianity have desired 
a heaven where they might sing hymns forever and find 
security from the ills of the earth, such as disease, old 
age, death, and storms. “ Duranos ” of the Greek of the 
New Testament like heaven in* English means sky; so to 
go to heaven means to go nowhere; for the solid sky of 
the ancients does not exist. In the Koran, Mohammed 
promised the faithful a paradise of houris, limpid foun
tains, fruits, palm trees, and pomegranates, but mostly 
of houris.

The Christian conception of heaven is that of a place in 
tlie sky where God and Christ are rulers of the spirits 
of the elect; where there is a cubical celestial city, the 
holy Jerusalem, which measures twelve thousand stadia 
on a side and whose wall is* a hundred and forty-four 
cubits high by the measure of a man, which is of the 
angel ; where a river of the water of life flows from the 
throne of God and the Lamb and a tree of life grows in 
tlie midst of the street of the city and on both sides of 
the river ; and where there is no night and the glory of 
God lightens the city and the Lamb is its light. It is 
curious how men of any degree of culture could believe 
iu the chimera of heaven which is manifestly a human 
invention and the existence of which is supported by 
nothing.

I shall not treat of the sacred scriptures, for they 
are the supreme truth.”—Leonardo da Vinci. This 
expression of the popular attitude in Europe and 
the Americas toward the Bible explains how such a book
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lias been regarded for so long as the source of all truth. 
A book declared to be sacred and then left unexamined 
might naturally come to occupy a high place in the minds 
of the people who do not think well; and the policy oi 
the Catholic Church has been to discourage their reading 
of the Bible. The only requirement for 11011-belief in the 
Bible by an intelligent man is that he read it or merely 
read a part of it. The efficacy of the Catholic policy is 
evident.

If the Salvation of our souls depended on such a book 
as the Bible, we should at times be disturbed as to what 
their salvation depended on. Many passages and indeed 
whole books of the Bible are impossible to understand, 
as, for example, the Book of .Revelations which is an 
extreme example of apocalyptic or visionary literature 
and might have been accepted for tile canon because it 
was the most unintelligible book of its type available. 
The epistles ascribed to Paul are generally didactic in 
nature and are a chief source of the Christian system. 
There are passages in them which are meaningless 
especially if we set aside the traditional interpretations 
of them and examine them as they are. One example is 
Romans, V1JJ, 18-26, in which the subject discussed is 
apparently the resurrection of the Christians from the 
dead and which is clear in no language, neither in the 
Creek nor in the Latin and English translations. Such 
passages would fill with doubt and misery religious 
men having the power to think. Then we are told that 
the Bible is a book of spiritual comfort!

To be taught from such a book as the Bible, especially 
in childhood and youth, is one of the greatest misfortunes 
which can befall a man ; but reason and philosophy can 
counteract the bad effects of such instruction. The need 
for ethical teaching and training in his life is easily seen; 
but some system of ethics other than those systems 
provided by religions is necessary. In religion we discover 
the unreason of men, not their reason; and this is why 
religion is only occasionally conducive to ethics and is 
frequently productive of folly and crime.

It could he argued that millions have believed the Bible 
and that therefore it is true. It does not matter what 
millions or even billions have done ; they do not have the 
faculty of higher reason and by that fact cannot have a 
deciding voice in intellectual m atters; and their belief 
means only that men are credulous and not that what 
they believe is true. It is a’ law of the intellect that a 
decision as to the truth or fplsity or other quality of a 
thing can be reached only through the power of impartial 
thought; the number of minds through which the matter 
involved lias passed has nothing to do with the correct
ness of the decision. What millions believe may help 
to form the customs of societies and may constitute what 
is accepted as the tru th ; but it does not constitute the 
truth. Men may rightly be dominated as the unthinking 
and irrational animals; and, whether one or a thousand 
or a million of them believe an unreasonable thing, it is 
of little importance.

The Bible contains passages of .some philosophical 
value and perhaps a few of literary value. Be that as it 
will, the world of men would be as well off if the Bible 
lmd never existed. No intelligent child should be exposed 
to it; when lie has arrived at the age of reason, he might 
examine it ns a collection of fables*, philosophic discourses, 
and lies, all of which he would he easily able to distin
guish ; but this examination would be purely voluntary. 
The lessons of the Bible should be taught nowhere. The 
rash might desire that all copies of the Bible be collected 
and burnt; however, there is a better remedy than that: 
let more and more copies of the Bible be printed and let

intelligent men read it; and the time may con16 
will be less believed than it is now. . 1̂  tk*1

It has been correctly observed by the Freeth11̂ ^ ^  
the Bible is seldom and usually never read by t 1 , 
of Christ. As much might be said of other SilC|^ead ^  
Sacred books are apparently not printed to )l Qtb11' 
are printed to be laid in a corner and collect dus • lienii' 
wise, they would not be printed *0 frequently 1 ĝpê  
the smallest type used in printing; and in be I
they resemble dictionaries which are not in ten1 y ^  
read from cover to cover but merely mouien ctn  ̂
are printed in small type in order to obtain co1) 
of size. It is and lias been for a long time c1 ria( 
to print Bibles in type as small as fri point 
such type is suitable, as far as printing books pe 0 
reading is concerned, mainly for footnotes. . (r ]Vî 1 

This beautiful tradition in the art of prin tnv ^  I" 
ensures that the soul of the most patient rca< Cl()j tkll? 
wearied before he has completed a paragraph (
1>nnt' • uv the( °especially . f
Testament, to do with us in this age? The îl , n',!

Wlhat has such a book as the Bible, espeeb
x v u t i u n e u  uu u u  u 1 1 1  1 u?* i l l  uiAiO 1 y
nothing. The Bible is neither a book of philos°P^, 
of a good morality, nor of a wise and just civil

WILLIAM JUTTLNOUK (L1

“ ORDERS OF THE GARTER ” K'"f
THIS order, we are told, was lirs t in s ti tu te d

VI1! jn
r»t>°%Edward HI, 1848, and was reformed by Henry

Saint George added to the Garter, at an instaui- . 
the Knights! Chapel, Windsor Castle, where a‘  ̂ f</ 
right singular love, good zeal and ardent 
chivalry and loyalty to his august Majesty.

Obscurities, doubts, ambiguities and wrong 
about the Garter, caused a reformation of this ^  0 
whose regulations were again amended for gentle1■ 1̂
blood to have the regalia habit and wear the Gan1 ^\}\ 
any K.G. without this left leg badge of virtue 
to suspension by the College and fined £10. Tin** jjtt1 
has its Dean, Warden, 12 canons secular, 8 petty 
18 vicars, 18 clerks, 18 choristers, 5 other 0 ^  
a Chancellor, the Prelate, black rod man, Usher ^  
and Registrar, to guard secrets according to Statu  ̂
while the gold neck collar enamelled with white il1 ^ l 1 
roses is worn apertly and openly, but not so the 
Garter which is worn sub rosa, and the riband 1111 
blue, with the motto Honi .suit qui mat y pense. ¡r 

The historical fancy of Edward III, picking up J ^ ! 
(Countess of Salisbury) garter, and openly restoring 
her is said to be tin* foundation of this most noble wr 
and its virtuous badge. “ The Garter. ” A 
rigmarole about Joan’s garter is discovered in rare 
in the Ashmolean Library, Oxford, and these u l.,|iiL 
admit the Garter Order, to be “ a vain and idle i'0lll‘ jn1' 
derogatory to its Founder.” These statements 
porta»t as coming from Elias Ashmole, a member 0 
Middle Temple and Windsor Herald at Arms. ji' 

Garters and chivalry were always hand-in-hand ,f 
were Joan and Henry. She was William de Gra11̂ . ^  
beautiful daughter, bravely defending 1ier castle c j'jjii 
the wars and the Earl of Salisbury’s absence wheU ^  
Henry arrived to succour her. The King with the C°^m¡̂ ' 
enlivened themselves by banqueting and dancing» 
struck the first spark of love into his heart and she ilf! \}\>
** Sir, what are you musing on?” The King soon t°i Ji- 
sweet lady that she had wholly overcome him, ‘allCl j 
virtuously replied, ” My dear Lord, do not tempt u}cUi) 
be honourable, even as my husband serves your ^
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1 aimed, festivitiesas a valiant knight.” Peaee ^ f ^ p l ^ t e s s  of Salisbury 
were held in London, where the me off, and '  ' danced with the King, her garter Majesty, in ‘»1* ' ,,c restored the delicate.,  m the face of all courtiers, res wa? set  atarticle to Joan, who, blushing at a 
ease by the Km« *, -  ,u „ s  addressing th e  a sse m b li J -W  " »
»nous words, “ Honi soit qui mal y IH Then followed

no\\T

a new Order of the—.owt . xA Joan’s, cniemoration oi a similar mishap . the presence Philippa, whose underdress* dropp^en and women

Blues, 
V

in com- 
Queen

'  - nf this assembly were — women, and the women ,
trolled as Ladies ot the Queen s  ̂ p arter formed part During these historical days, theweddinrr — _  V̂v|r̂ UJ U* I V VJ, 1*1 Wi. 41
gai,tg'!uu'ng ceremonies, when it was customary to give 
he, ,;s to ,the bride and also to pull them forcibly from 

both acts being.r le, 
0een thelor _ ........ considered as “ favours,” to

, —** me ’ • Virgin Zone ” and such was the roug > usag
inJ men at church altars that the bride had her protect- 

8 escort of ladies now 
,, ‘be word

fuvour
«Pper

known as bridcstnaads.^ t
garter ” etymologically^ - P vd and

ordeals; ” g a r” ®the garten
„ , »eg; to bind, as a fornamented and
burden. These garters were lea > m.x), upon hi.
conferred by Richard Coeur do W®» , actions with 
»’ourites who might he stirred ’ Richard when *omen, an eastern custom learned by 

cjnsadirig in the Holy Land. 
la Conqueror, before 1066- 
'o insignia of: —■ tbe dress

“ A blood-red. cross was 
A dragon on his crest,
A golden garter did (‘nvri' _ ,,
The log-all glory to expies,. _ . ,lflW states

i'°bn Restall, Sir Thomas Moore s^. Reward 1H,
’’'b is“ Anglormn Regum Chromcum. 4h.s t begun
'Myyndesove, perfected thej g6 Gf Acres, creating]  mchard Coeur cle Lyon, a ttr  e, • ul(a*e 26 hniffhi«

Earlier’than 1190, William 
instituted a noble Order with

3 e ,  
f the abou t
, — Blue Tbongc. 

garter Ordert 
^ble Order

t/ 7 w * O  ̂  ̂  ̂’  ̂O
•us, causing them to wear thongs, of blue 

their legs and dubbed thorn “ Knightes

and
’ Henry VIIII knew of these ancient 
for this reason reformed his Most 

f̂e&ia. pltier’ l).V employing Polydore Vergil, an 
V ^ i ’̂ c a l historian to make search in these matters.
°iij
rhic

tlie^v f-n ^ Qhan produced much rare information, ' V at:
he

lean and other Italian libraries, added to 
examined English State documents, and some 

“nv. an l° cu™us items which could not be printed 
then in Vergil's De Rerum lnventoributi, 

he kfoli vr6 seore  ̂ sexual and religious ceremonies of 
Shio oble Order of the Garter, as it was instituted 

le most early times. Much of these garter 
1 lll'i(*e fp f°P*e(I by Edward TTd when he battled at 
if0(luco l a a ŝ) where the motto in old French was first

1 (an(i commenced with•‘n not boni,” meaning shame
T}i0 j  ̂ CV11‘ as is said in the English rendering.

|V°l’ii ov !!° ^h)-band was changed from a belt to a ribbon 
n  ̂ filini'ii 16 r%ht shoulder, then changed again to the 
H^les r’ a Chapter held July 80, 1681, when
¡''e fi ‘ \*s King. These innovations were made when 
% kJst DUk(W? 8.ml 
in

knighted Garbe of "Richmond became
^ ^marles’s natural son by his French mistress 

I  ̂ ¿ueroufiille, as revealed by. Secret State Tracts, 
tke p,â e Buonoparte instituted similar changes

!.‘lno. ^«noh  Order of'the Cordon Bleu, and at the same 
'^bdly T^e(̂  his name “ Buonaparte ” to Napoleon; 

nJ1?1̂ the Forest (Napo, forest; Leon, lion).
|lr‘icnL Gauls in turn copied the old Roman 

coih * ®<luites Auroe PerisceHdis ” whose lodges 
P°sed of. a brotherhood which Tertullian called

Searchers for Truth in his Cult Fem. The Roman 
Perisceldis wore anklets as their badge similar to that 
of the early Greeks for periscMis• signifies round the leg, 
band garter, of a secret sex cuftis in Greece, which has 
been fully expounded by Richard Payne Knight, Britt. 
Mus. Trustee, and Sir William Hamilton, both brilliant 
antiquaries.

“ The First of the First ” of all Garters was ordered 
in ancient Egyp’t where the Greeks learned their secret 
teachings and imitated the sacred ritual of Egyptian 
priest philosophers whose mysteries explain the blue and 
blood red colours, the leathern “ Thonge ” or whip, and 
the garter’to guard a place of honour, “ mons veneris.” 
The ancient and most noble Order of the Garter originally 
admitted women to its mysteries as did ancient Free
masonry, and the firs’t lady of England to be made 
Knight of the Garter was Queen Elizabeth.

The Egyptian hieroglyphic ritual showed the colour 
blue as figurative of the soul, reproduction and potency. 
These were divine truths of Hes, the royal* bearing 
mother; and, to lose the blue, meant dishonour. The 
allegory of the biblical “ Fall ” is akin to the Egyptian 
teaching, copied into the Jewish Targum of Palestine 
a s : The eyes of both were enlightened and they knew 
'they were naked divested of the blue robe and saw their 
shame. To retain the blue therefore was honourable; 
hence conferring the blue ribbon of that most noble Order 
Cordon Bleu and of the Garter instituted in Egypt by

Wisdom ” the recoverer of mankind from the ” Fall,” 
symbolical of virility, the spirit implied by the Garter 
to guard virtue, majesty, glory and power are ancient 
forms of the soul* colour Blue.

Red signifies in hieroglyphics life, the blood-source of 
flesh, the stream of being, including the seminal essence. 
Red and blood were dual truths as flesh-makers, feminine 
first, then male; and, Pure to the woman for she is free 
of the dust which made man of red earth.

The blood-sucking dragon detested by women, in 
mythology gives rise to valiant St. George staying the 
beast for which he is the honoured protecting Saint of 
England, women and the Order of the Garter.

Wm. AUGUSTUS VAUGHAN.

A CRIME PROBLEM
MOST peopte who take up an unusual and sensible 
position on theology will realise that one of the main 
attributes of the rational human being is an understand
ing of the value of evidence. In fact, it is only the person 
who can appreciate the value of the evidence given in 
a court of law, during a puzzling criminal trial, who can 
possibly come to a sensible conclusion on one of the 
many problems of theology, associated with the life of 
Jesus Christ on earth. For that reason, 1 feel that nil 
who aspire to understand theological problems should he 
given a course of reading in criminology. And of the 
criminological puzzles of the past century, perhaps the 
mos.t outstanding one is the case of Madeleine Smith, 
about which a successful film has lately been made.

One of those who did some research work on the film 
was Mr. Peter Hunt, and his book, The Madeleine Smith 
Affair (Carroll and Nicholson; 11s.), gives details of the 
work which he carried out on the film, and of the facts 
which he unearthed. There are included in the book 
many hitherto unpublished letters—and, while these do 
not add a lot to the solution of the mystery, they 
certainly do give a new insight into the character of the 
central figure of the case, the enigmatic Madeleine Smith 
herself.
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Readers who are not already acquainted with the facts 
of this trial? may, perhaps, be told that the jury, with 
typically Scottish caution,, brought in a verdict of “ Not 
proven,” with the result that the lady left the court, 
as they say, without a. stain on her character. What did 
surprise me, I must admit, was the revelation that 
Madeleine Smith, tried for murder in 1857, lived on until 
1928, when she died, an old woman of 92 years of age, 
in the U.S.A.

But her problem is one that will* long provide a. basis 
for argument among those who are interested in 
criminology. I think, too, that Mr. H unt’s book will, 
for long years, remain the standard volume on the 
subject. The fact that it- is acclaimed, in an introduction, 
by William Roughead, the leading Scots criminologist 
of the day, as an outstanding piece of historical! recon
struction, should be enough for most readers. At any 
rate, it is a book which I am only too happy to 
recommend. J. R.

THE DIVINE MADNESS
IT is often said that religion arises in ignorance and fear, 
hut it is a mistake to think of it as merely a matter of 
interpretation, for there are other factors., more dynamic; 
it concerns the connection between adolescence and the 
mystical ** religious experience.” The surging repressed 
energy involved needs consideration. This mystical ex
perience is not uncommon, and it is also mistaken to 
consider it as a form of “ quietism.” For it may find 
expression in the old ” berserker rage ” with intensity of 
feeling in fanatical fury of the “ divine madness.”

In the recent attack on Mr. Duncan Stewart, the 
Governor of Sarawak by Malays, it is perhaps no accident 
that the two lads concerned were sixteen years of age. 
This not only suggests a connection between youthful 
adolescent vitality and mystical superstition, but also 
involves what might l>e called a cultural adolescence; a 
stage of development between the childhood fancy of the 
savage and the more rational maturity of civilised man ; 
with the evolution of organised religion involving repres
sion and sublimation, expressed in sentiments and 
irrational prejudices in the cultivation of passion.

Aldous Huxley, in bis Jesting Pilate, gave us a graphic 
account of the Malay “ running amok ” and his com
ments on the religious implications were by no means out 
of place. In this case, the Malay seaman, squatting on 
his haunches, fingering his knife, and brooding over his 
grievances, worked himself up into a frenzy of passion 
so as to be completely reckless of consequences. As 
Huxley said, this is in striking contrast to the behaviour 
of an educated European who would have» given a more 
rational consideration of the situation and circumstances. 
The difference is cultural as» well as personal.

The 'frequency of such occurrences shows that there is 
more than a matter of personal or individual' idiosyncrasy 
involved. It is certainly psychological but involves the 
personal relationship of social organisation. It- involves, 
a mystical religious fantasy, which in turn, concerns 
social intimacy and the cultivation of an intensity of 
personal feeling which is expressed in an outburst of 
4i righteous indignation ” amounting to a form of lunacy, 
in sheer defiance of the odds, and homicidal to the point 
of suicidal recklessness, with religious sanction as 
passionate self-justification.

This is not only characteristic of the Far East but also 
seen in the happenings in the Near East, as with the 
assassination of Count Bernadette of the United Nations ; 
and also in India with the killing of Gandhi, where the

assassin was protected by the police from the iu g0.calle 
mob of worshippers of the Mahatma. ' . ynedll*
terrorism and communal rioting cannot be e*P ¡̂giou* 
being political without a- consideration of f ie 
psychology, for that is needed to cover both the 
enthusiasm of the assassin and the “ righteou^ #  
tion ” of the worshippers, or the mass hystei1 
terrorists.

fan**? 
Ldif 
of

be
Nor is this feature of the Mysterious Bast only j" 

seen with the animosities. There is the story 01 ,,, 
(.hniese sailor, who, losing his loved-one, was int*' 
Miicide. the captain of the ship organised the L('iire;' 
watch the man who was actually prevented two or ' ^  
tunes from killing himself. The intensity of 
involved was, to be seen in the terrifying seq^v Ji 
eluding the watchers, the Chinaman finally threw 
into the ship’s furnace. This is a kind of bravery tbi* „ 
seen in India after the abolition of the Suttee, whel
women threw themselves on to the funeral pyre «¿ok

This psychology was well shown in some of ^ ;lllJ
Conrad’s stories, as with a. fetish of tles.li and bl°°‘ JlU 
the sacred obligation of the blood feud. And a ■ i ¡11

ce-l.at,e . ,speaker, some time ago, discussing the rac
U.S.A., related how she had, as a child, \vitne' 
lynching. With a savage brutality, two entirely 1,11 b̂* 
people, as well as the two victims, were killed by * k1 
But the one thing that remained indelibly fixed ^ ^  
memory was, not the savagery, the brutality» ;)l̂  0ve'' 
expression in these people’s eyes. It was the hoihy^^i 
of uncontrolled emotion, shown in the look of the mft 
of hatred. It. did not seem human. , ^

The position in America is largely a reflection 
in Africa, where a major problem looms ahead. 
ability of the white man to control the more PrlllH, 
of the blacks to some extent depends upon ignore1 
the wider world, and the factor of fear is undo11 ^  
there in superstitious respect for the white man s 1 ,,i 
and prestige. But there is also a genuine fear on 9 ^  t|il‘ 
of the white man in face of numerical inferiority " !» 
danger of a- growing sense of power among the e.y fjf 
bringing retaliation as its nemesis. The cry of y ‘ l̂i** 
the Asiatic’s may. be followed by that of Africa 1()1 
blacks, with religion fanning the flames of hatred* ^ ^

in considering this psychological and social P1’0 , i1 
there is the influence of superstitious prejnc»1 _ j ()i 
adolescence. It is not just.a matter of sex appeal a 
fantastic erotic dreams, but. a real problem hn1' 
childhood's adaptation to a wider and a changing  ̂ t̂ r- 
For this cultural adolescence is of the same chan ^  
And religion, as a. practical psychology, concern"1 jj,* 
dynamic personal, relationship of social life, with 11 
social consequence as well as personal intimacy. ,

IT. H. T W 0 &

FREETHOUGHT DICTIONARY
¡d

F lood.— An inundation of water over normally 
ground, one of the greatest being recorded in Gene:-',,h\jtJ 
this God got so tired of his own creation that he 
to drown the lot, like kittens. To save himself the tj’1 |,i- 
of re-creating all over again he reprieved one Noal1’̂ ! 
wife, three sons and their wives. This family 1
to build an ark capable of accommodating two or - 
(you can take your choice) of every living thing.

So they built a vessel nearly as large as a modern ‘j1 ,i' 
liner. This bad one door, locking on the outside, 
window about the size of an ordinary lavatory Win1
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t, tl\e lowestventilation. Into this they together
estimate, move than two million a earned tor
food to last them a year. t.Wlvat food ^
caniivor» is not stated.) x- th 0r South To e

As Noah had to send to the ^ i u  canno
Polar Bears,, to the Argentine to ^  for Em«?
travel more than a mile a day, 0 Î tr> America tor
Kangaroos, to India ior Tigers iUU the collect ì'"

^ > t a t the  propel• '■lection of everything a ‘̂ <)ULvlnch h as never been Invie was a masterpiece of strategy %Nunproved upon.Aii-
risen 

the
, the hood hadAfter continuous rain for 1̂  ( a- * i thus making 

h) a height of miles above sea LA clav. The reac ci 
Onfall average about 9,000 inches.* lal')0Ur required oi 
L';lu form bis own conclusions as °  inanvue throug h < 

eight people in removing the t > . on the outside, 
^■hich window, as the door was phe Ark reach
P seems hardly surprising that . with sno"', ani
Jt- Ararat, which is eternally cohere hlg there,
ihe dove was able to find an ° 'u e  . . ( i . K. Chesterton 
hint old Noah got blind drunk. As m • t> if it didn 

lie didn’t  “ care where the water
înto the wine.” ,%rv\rition which, « ien. Ohost,—A spirit, shadow or a l l ' k ahft̂ vu-. ■> v

^hout'fi 10 llless’ able to cause virgins to conceive 
[K*IUt . • l,sual niale aid. This is alleged to have 

111 iniinberless places in the Mediterranean 
H-hooi (V1UiUgh 110 reCent case has been reported. Another 
Vinous0, | 10.uSht lias cast doubt on the theory in the

Uilsi
k\

Huh, gbl on the Syrian coast, etc.
\ t  n»- iU ‘ . ®ne who holds a supers.titioil contrary to

, neighbours, or any belief contrary
the -  - - ‘ - J

k that J*ls lmniediate
Mii(.]| ,u  ̂ tbe mass of people in that part of the.world in 
^ '“dcv U.' ^Ihmms to be born. Thus, Martin Luther, 
'/! Jt0; 7 in<* othei* protestants. were heretics in the eyes 
^Veti(. atl members of the other 299 sects are
toligiQns 1,1 Hie eyes of the 300th sect of the Christian 
ia%  W lVine’ saA nothing of other religions. Some 
W *  tinown heretics include. Montaigne, Swinburne,
, Itiiin' l uxley» Darwin, Newton, Copernicus, Galileo, 

(hvi,t ^  toallaugl,, Bruno, Mahommed, Buddha and 
jn eelebrated heresy trial took place a few years, 

^Uiitj.y -e bitch Reformed Church of South Africa, a 
Ĵ tl,eb , ln }vlbch large numbers of people still retain 
M }hl )elief in witchcraft.

V̂W, r.V ^  unbeliever, from the believer’s point of 
*'litj f>( n,s a -Mohammedan is an infidel in the eyes of 
111 infijft and V-( e versaJ while every sect of Christians is 

êi‘t in tlie eyes of every other sect. A spouse 
jlls 01* her partner of infidelity, however, is more 

u h’om the physical tlian tlie spiritual point of

F. W. BENNIE.

CORRESPONDENCE
IX)ES GOl) EXIST P

;|V1U' °ften thought of suggesting tha t readers of
AJie sti0? /̂ ‘f r might be asked to state what they regard 

L, yter r Jg‘‘st argument against the existence of God.
Hit’ . ‘ Tl,*/ Howland’s review of Dr. R. E. D. Clark’s
O tio a  l diverse: Plan or Accident ? ” I should like to 

lr ’ Hn<{ f) ()n® th a t seems to me to make all others seem 
a|] sueb, . I11 *s: the unutterable callousness of any Creator, 
affile )1( ,l ,)<ling exists, he- has looked, for untold ages, on 
hjJ. hri0l. U),’s oL nature, those recorded in human liistoiy, 

£at<> tA0 history, and he has done precisely nothing to 
is tlCi)' 0,dy theory tha t fits all the facts known

U)t no such being exists.—Yours, etc.,
V. H. Smith.

METAPHYSICS P
Sin,—What an inquisitive gentleman Mr. Vernon Carter 

is. Twenty questions are clearly not enough for him. For my 
part, in the spirit of the game, I would be content to answer 
Mr. Carter till the cows come home,* including his. cow with 
the worried look. But The Freethinker space being valuable, 
1 fear that cannot be. But 1 think th a t I should a t least deal 
with this one. Mr. Carter inquires, if I admit, as 1 did, th a t 
my annoyance had nothing to do with the validity of his 
(Mr. Carter’s) arguments, why I mentioned the fact of my 
annoyance ? I did so because my annoyance had to do with 
nnj argument. I t was an illustration of how stimuli led to 
action, annoyance overcoming inertia, “ my accustomed 
inertia.” The remark had nothing to do with the soundness 
of Mr. Carter’s arguments.

Mr. Carter also wants to know how much of my present 
knowledge has been arrived at through independent reason
ing, and how much from the thoughts and suggestions of 
others. Does he really expect me to know ? None of us live 
in a vacuum, and I have held a British Museum reading-room 
ticket for over forty years. I have also been the Assistant 
Editor of an encyclopaedia of about six million words. I hope 
.1 may be excused this personalia, but, really-— ! II I have 
contributed only five per cent, of entirely new and original 
thought, 1 should say I have done well.

I cannot help raising my eyebrows at Mr. Carter’s 
ineffable remark, u When Mr. Simmons does read books of 
a philosophical, logical, or metaphysical nature, th a t will be 
the time for him to favour us with his opinions about the 
same.” Mr. Carter tells us tha t logicians say that to argue 
by analogy is the weakest of all forms of reasoning: neverthe
less 1 will risk it. It is tantam ount to saying that not until 
J have had, and recovered from, typhus, typhoid, and small
pox, my opinions on zymotic diseases will be worth listening 
to. I have nevei1 read a book on logic, hut such reasoning by 
analogy is good enough for me. Mr. Vernon Carter may be 
surprised to learn, however, that l have read one book, and 
th a t is Mr. S tuart Chase’s book on Semantics. When Mr. 
Carter lias read th a t perhaps he will not he so ready to say 
that u one must acknowledge the superiority of the mental 
faculties of others ” : the argument of the priest.—Yours, etc.,

Bayard S immons.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Broadway Car P ark).—Sunday* 
7 p.m .: Air. H. Day.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle S treet).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: 
Mr. J. B a r k e r .

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (P latt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m.: 
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, G. Woodcock and R. 
B illings. (St. Mary’s Gate, Blitzed Site).—Sunday, 
7-45 p.m .: Messrs. C. McCall; L. Smith, G. Woodcock and 
R. Billings. (Alexandra Park Gates).—Wednesday,-8 p.m .: 
Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, G. Woodcock and R. Billings. 
(St. Mary’s Gate, Blitzed Site).—Lunch Hour Lectures 
every weekday, 1 p.m.: Messrs. C. McCall, L. Smith, 
G. Woodcock and R. B illings.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
H eath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Messrs. R. A. Calvkrlky and 
L. E iutry. (Highbury Corner).—7 p.m.: Mr. L. E iutry.

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Old Market Square).—Sunday, 
6-30 p .m .: Messrs. T. Mosley and A. E lsmere.

 ̂ Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: 
Mr. A. Samms.

South London and Lewisham Branches (Brockwell Park. Herne 
H ill).—7 p.m.: Mr. F. A. Ridley.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch).— 
Sunday, 4 p .m .: Mr. C. E. Wood.

Indoor
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall. Red Lion Square, 

W.C. 1.).—Sunday, 11 a.m.: “ The Meaning of Good,”
Mr. Archibald R obertson, M.A.

For Your H olidays.—Comfortable and reasonable accom
modation in Folkestone offered by N.S.S. member. Apply 
Box 110, Pioneer Press, 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W .C.l.



280 THE FREETHINKER

★ FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF
BOOKS BY CHAPMAN COHEN

M ATER IAL ISM  RESTATED. 4s. 6d. Five editions of thia 
important work have been printed and the value of the
book on this important subject is enhanced by its simplicity 
of style.

G R A M M A R  OF FR EETH O U GH T .  3s. Gd. The author intro
duces what he considers to be the right mental approach 
to such fundamental Freethought subjects as: Morality, 
Life Mind, Evolution, and the “ Next World.”

ESSAYS IN FR EETH IN K IN G .  Vols, 1, 2, 3, 4. 2s. 6d.
Light in form but serious in purpose. These essays are 
suggestive, provocative, and will s tart you thinking.

DETERMINISM  OR F R E E W IL L .  2s. Gd. Fourth Edition. A 
short concise exposition of the philosophy of Determinism 
shorn of all irrelevances and confined to essentials.

GOD AND T H E  UNIVERSE.  3s. Gd.
exposition of the incompatibility of Science and Religi 
Replies to Professors Eddington, Jeans, Huxley j

Third Edition. .An 
ion. 
and

Einstein.

BR ADLA UG H  AND INGERSOLL. 3s. This is a Centenary 
appreciation of tile two great contemporaries to whoso 
great work in the cause of Freedom of Thought the world 
owes a great debt.

AN ATHE IST ’S APPROACH  TO CHRISTIANITY.  Is. 3d.
A study of Christianity from an unusual angle.

C H A L L E N G E  TO RELIGION. Is. 3d. Four Lectures 
deliberately designed to deal with the most relevant aspects 
of Religion.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. 6d. Can Evolution be squared 
with Christianity? A scathing answer to Modernists.

THEISM OR ATHEISM. 3s. Gd. The author’s classic and 
philosophical exposition of Atheism with an exhaustive 
lucid reply to the Design argument.

PR IM IT IVE  SURV IVALS  IN MODERN THOUGHT. 3 s.
Here is a thorough examination of many terms used in 
science and philosophy which still retain the “ Ghost of a 
God.” Should lie studied by every Freethinker.

CHRISTIANITY,  W HAT  IS IT? 2s. The Freethought 
answer to a plain question put to Chapman Cohen by Free
thinkers and Christians alike.

COD AND ME. 2s. Gd. Second Edition. These “ letters to 
God ” show the author as a satirist as well as a Free- 
thought critic.

THOMAS PAINE  (A P IONEER  OF TWO WORLDS). Is. 4d.
A finely written appreciation of one of the greatest 
Englishmen of all time—as well as a citizen of the world.

P A M P H LE T S  FOR TH E  PEOPLE,  Nos. 1 to 18. 2d. each.
16pp. Cloth bound in  one volume 5s. Tn simple language 
these pamphlets contain the quintessence of the author’s 
long experience of Freethought problems. No Free
thinker’s library should be without the complete volume.

The above works represent not merely a complete b'rcetbought, 
library, but the work of a lifetime of Freethought activity.

THE  COMPLETE  SET PRICE £2 6s. 6d. POST FR EE
• . ' ,¿  *Add 8d. postage for single volumes.

THE EVOLUTION 
OF THE PAPACY

by F. A.RIDLEY

Author of Julian the Apostate, The Jesuits, etc-

The author traces in scholarly fashion tb® 
origin and history of the Papacy down to ou 
own day. He points out tha t a unique featur 
of modern civilisation is the spread 0 
irreligion, not, as hitherto, among 
aristocratic cliques or solitary pioneers, bu 
among the masses. . ,

The Literary Guide-

Price i Stiff Cover 
8o pages Postage i

The Freethought Case simply and concise

P r o p a g a n d a  L c a f l « ^
Ideal for distribution at meeiM

Christian Ethics. Does Man Desire God? Are Chris
tiadS

Inferior to Freethinkers ? The Beliefs of Unbelievers. vVh*c
is Secularism ? Do you want the Truth ? Sunday Cinemas*

4-page folders I/- per 100 from the 
Gen. Sec. N.S.S. 41, Grays Inn Road.

Back numbers of the FREETHINKER can also be had for distri^

By the author of “ The Myth of the Mind "

PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
A MODERN DELUSION

Frank Kenyon
A  drastic and devastating analysis 
of the claims of psycho-analysis

150 Pages. Cloth Bound 5/-. Postage 3d-

From all Booksellers or direct from The Pioneer pre<‘

From all Booksellers or direct from the
PIONEER PRESS
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