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heard the author of The Age of Reason described as a
Christian- of any kind! Whilst liis great contemporary,
Jeremy Bentham, who may, perhaps, be regarded as the
co-founder, along with Paine, of British Radicalism, was
ar Atheist and a declared Materialist,

Whilst as for British Socialism, even Mr. Morgan
Phillips’s former chief, the late Ramsay Macdonald, him-
self a professed Agnostic, and certainly m> Marxist, des-
cribed Robert Owen as the ultimate founder of the British
Labour movement, and it Is common knowledge that
Owen was an Atheist, a thorough-going Materialist and
a bitter opponent of Christianity.

Similarly, Holyoake, the founder, along with Owen, of
the British Co-operative movement, was a life-long
unbeliever. Of outstanding modern British Labour
leaders, few bavé been orthodox Christians, as, for
example, the great orator, James Maxton, who expressed
his disbelief in religion and his admiration for the work
of Mr. Chapman Cohen personally to the present writer.
One might also have thought that far from being
Socialistic, official Christianity did everything it could
to “ keep the rich man in his castle and the poor man
at his.gate ' —before the workers got votes and thus
became a political force.

In the current controversy within the ranks of Inter-
national Socialism, we hope naturally that the.Atheistic
point of view prevails. We think, however, that the
episode underlines the current necessity for an
independent Freethought movement which will continue
to advocate the cause lor Atheism free from the entangle-

ments of Party politics.
F. A. RIDLEY*

A NOTABLE BOOK

A RECENTLY published novel, The Alabaster Cup*
should do much to counterbalance 'these last years of
cynicism, sentimentality, disillusionment and despair.
Readers will be rewarded with as shrewd and well observed
piece of writing as they are likely to encounter in a long-
while, and the refreshment to be derived from Miss F.
Tennyson Jesse’s unique story will do much to stimulate
the mind as well as the senses. Here, indeed, is a
criticism of the conventions, one that deserves to rank
alongside the great novels of the past which have exposed
the useless Orthodoxy of Church and the parent State,
and blown aside the wind of hypocrisy. Unlike so many
delicately written novels it cannot be called “ charming
(what a word!) in view of the fact that it possesses bone
and meat—an abundance of “ meat,” in fact— but no
gristle. Miss Jesse knows better than most, writers how
to pare down to a minimum until just the essential
tiling remains. But despite its. economy and lack of
embellishment it Ims, at times, an almost Jamesian-like
quality of unhurried exposition.

Life is observed through the eyes of a little child (a
life which'is bounded by the Church, village “ society,”
Sputh Kensington and the Continent), with all its-
strange eccentricities and undercurrents, its unpredictable
creations in the shape of human beings. And in child-
hood, surrounded by great big stupid humans, the child,
Hinny de Lisle, grow» to rely upon and love a woman.
A very unimportant old woman, in a sense, who becomes
the most important factor in little Hinny's life. The
older woman from the “ lower orders ” was always there
to amuse, guide and »sooth wlienever life became grey
and complex for the daughter of the shortsighted, self-

“

* “ The Alabaster Cup ” by F. Tennyson .Tesse. (Evans
Eros. Ltd., 8s. 6d. net.)

complacent and dull clergyman and his P-
inadequate and seltish wife. These threesfully ~ ~
characters are not seen too clearly until the chi
are fully opened, but they start out by being» an : tn
throughout the narrative, the three most dolll Q]

characters in the childhood. Nare, the “ otaPP*
woman,”

tﬂl
|- e e e knew practically.everything. She lib
to be* kind, and how ‘to talk so that three-}e /.j)
loved her and that surely is knowledge
having

is earlier wsteblisbedl than the dhrents. Miss Je&F }‘5‘:
remembers the pattern of her story and doeso

the child’s eye to grow' larger just because Abe lodd'l
tion is there. Reading these early chapters is like .. i
through a lovely mirror and at first seeing a tye
vision which is finally succeeded by a cystal c*ajjs$
in perspective: the* child is slow in consciously

wliat motivates the actions of the grown-ups aroU? ~
although her natural instincts are rapidly developll
her assessments of people* are a good deal souflde* j,
are those of the “ educated ” priest or his -
who discusses “ Society ” with her ” friend LJi
Benson, as follows: “1 vreally can't see lUm
shepherding Nare into Society.” And then:—

What was Society"? Hinny supposed if
people you knew. Well, Narelwas quite wi®

person she knew. Much nicer than .Miss -a
who' sat and gazed at Enid with eyes lik® "1
a spaniel who hadn’'t had any shooting. Y

Later on childish doubt becomes ail addition k
mental make-up which already has rejected
Taken to her father’'s Children’s Service, her enjc) >i*
of the hymn “ All Things Bright and Beautify
marred for her by the lines, she lias to sing—

“ The rich man in his castle, the poor
gate, Clod made ‘them high or lowly, and O0IMili
their estate.” Now7 that surely couldn’t Ni-
aud once she* timidly asked Enid' about
How? dare you criticise, a little girl like »
was all the answer she got.
Her father was gentler with her but not iiiud!
helpful:—

What is real, Papa? ”
Now you are' asking;something, my deal
Papa, “ that has never yet been decided*
schoolmen used to argue what was substance
What is substance, Papa? )
he child-mind, determinedly independent desf“to
background—or perhaps because* of it—is at work;
receptive, imaginative. How. well does Miss Jesse 1"
stand the problems of Youth, with what’ syinpath} g
she range herself against Injustice* and Superstition? J
awareness of the plight of chronic invalidism
memorable passages and the intense and dumb slli \v
experienced by the child recall to mind that vic/'L
Aitx Maugham’s in Of Human Bondage. Miss 711
schoolgirl becomes mere Viohibley howevery tholl J&
Maugham'’s schoolboy and long before she has rmjt
her twenties, worldly success as an artiste and a *"j!l
husband, she has become a self-sufficient girM?jft
The ending with the death of the faithful and longY;i
is less turbulent than in Miss »
previous masterpiece, A Pin to See the Peepsiio™ ,
we were introduced into the death cell of a cond!
woman during her last few hours on earth. Tk& i
shared the poor wretch’s mental torment, as wedl A'i
agony of mind suffered by those surrounding her.
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dd,
. good N7re  gjawly but surely fades awa
Her epitapl, s fitting- Y ¢ 8

bu?heinl ellectyaf gra}s116 ma§ Not have been great
were Strcmé@rest in“other pepple and her affections

written very few can a better epitaph be

. r?  the ordippEyisldasipmndby as
itis the tale of the sensitive crea, stand and, because
mesh of parents who fail to un between Par

this lack of affection and understanding””,t sufter from
and child, turnggepdhe one adult wno

18 Kiden th s’or?

A+ "~ SUASE fook- it has* everything that the same
linkerL™bra°~ ~0d (published by Watts in _their
tlle tilts 5  ary series) had—and more: in addition to
aild the the believers in “ miracles} mumbo-jumbo
Pfe\bousiih0|e box of superstitious tricks which made this
~Rbatin- 80l enjoyable to rational minds, The
rﬁ&&f}j fup higs, mixed up with its irony and wit, a
foundi WPTee °f tenderness and truth than are to bo
HUaljtiJl 1ilo™ novels that point a moral. These cardinal
Hich h' Ue vividl.Y experienced and observed in a novel
dnid i,as a slender make-up. There is nothing slender
J Le(;/ﬁa eualance of a very exceptional work, the latest
Ui Nest creation of one of the wittiest most
I diid profound pgyelists of the age.

PETER COTES.

% EVOLUTION

origin (loetHne  of eyolution, with the fire-mist
inGPtec]?! "01Ward as an alternative to Creation, has been
h tdir* ~ theology, Yet it is still asserted as an answer
Pfog.eg ? ri» though admitted questionable whether it is
H £ e>a“d«o, gets us nowhere. As a matter of
iiti J iUe assertion, the term evolution is loosely used
diglectiay re”er to the Hegellian doctrine of historic
~volvee ¥ *° Lanvin’s theory, but in either case it
SJupiy® v~al conflict. To assert evolution as a fact,
AtionmT ing change’ is to put a poser and not a

Ilvdes u Sa"s ~ings are in process of becoming
la flUestion, becoming what?

vl ivhp|*em *s a pcrenhial one. Evolution is the rock
~atureCl ~e ship °f Ancient philosophy was wrecked.
K do; vas a paradox in a world of flux. As with Zeno’s
It the Plying Arrow is not where it wag nor where
n b* and motion is an illusion. Bat to make it a
Catitri °f assumption and definition is to land in dog-

~.to primitive ignorance, anything is possible
VWoe?¢5YtNing happens by chance, the Preacher :n
HK. °ould'™**y there nothing new under the

iS  w’af was, and what is to be. The* eternal
\g')’npglcal cycle is combined with apocalyptic prophetic

notion of mechanistic inevitability lends colour
f U] *dea °t Pr°Phesy does not rest upon
e future; this can never be checked or

IQ tomorrow never comes; we are chasing rain-

a ,*X the Biblical Prophets we read of prophesying
3olist ~dhig prophesied against. The invective and
(i'(t ffturfi Of, «<Pocalyptic vision involves human hopes
a, s® magic curse or blessing, of the wrath of
anti * a time sequence in memory.* observation
pG» C Patio*- fantasy of a past Golden Age or
of a future New Jerusalem are Lands of

> i
tredi?tion

°a evolution was not still-born with tme
" 10r Was it that the study of rhetoric led on to

apocalyptic prophetic declamation. For. the notion of
eternal conflict and illusion oi change, in picturesque
imagery, is typical of the Orient, craving the tranquility
of the Middle Way in the dream of Nirvana. The ancient
mental equipment was inadequate. As in Plato’s
doctrine of reminiscence, ideas in memory are persistent,
being pre-natal and post-mortem; so that change in past,
present and future is bridged by an identity, a pure
assumption, that gives no relation in a time sequence.

Inevitability gives fatalism, and persistence of ideas
in memory and tradition gives certitude, and with
infinity in space with no time relation comes conviction
in eternity. This medieval notion lingers in Locke’s
famous essay on Human Understanding, in spite of ‘the
revolutionary assertion *“ nothing in memory not in
consciousness ” which means we learn from experience,
for memory involves time which is * duration.” Bishop
Berkeley said he could form no concept of time, so his
cloud of dust was of no avail, but the time factor again
emerges in Hume’s concept of causation as invariable
sequence.

With Hume’s empiricism and the emergence of new
factors, dogma is inconsistent with change, and evolu-
tionary doctrine needs continuous revision with new
discoveries. Not only are basic assumptions questioned
but the unreliability of memory and tradition even
questions the direction of change in the concept of time.
Evolution gives no surety, for our notion of evolutionary
change is coloured by our concept of causation. As with
the vagary of myth the diversity of interpretation and
distortion of history is notorious. Instead of a forward
process, we are in fact, as with memory, looking back
into the past as a check in recognition of change.

The notion of development from the simple to the
complex is a method of attempting to simplify complexity,
and a method of classification in a time-sequence is a
necessity of sane thinking. But to introduce moral
questions as with Kant's categorical imperative or
Hegel's causal historic conflict is to make a process
purposive. If evolution simply means change, it is we
ourselves who give direction, whether we look back into
the past or anticipate the future. If space is three-
dimensional, so also is time, with recognition in the
relation of memory, observation and anticipation, in a
time-sequence as a sequence of events.

It is plainly absurd to apply* an astrological cycle or n
mechanistic principle in human conduct. Even the
application of the geological principle in biology needs the
addition of the notion of adaptation. The compulsion of
magic or the submission of religion only have meaning in
human affairs in concern for social and psychological
relations. But, like memory and anticipation, the
physical and the psychological are opposite in character.
As Freud >said, if superstition is physically false, it is
psychologically true, and in a world of change there is
nothing more fleeting than our changing moods, whims
and wishes.

The analogy of a Book of Life is false. Presumption
and certitude of beginnings and ends, like the illusions
of the Garden of Eden or the New Jerusalem, cannot face
doubt in the backward search in memory. The problem
of evolution, as with memory, calls for a concept of time
as a social convention to counter dogmatic certitude and
prejudice. If we learn in memory, forgetfulness in
doctrinaire assertion is either a blissful dream or the
terror of nightmare. Anticipation involves conscious

awareness in actual experience.
Il. H. PREECE.
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CHURCH PARADES

UP till the first world war compulsory church parades
were part of a soldier’s life in this country. The magic
words, “ King’'s Regulations.,” could be applied against
any plea for exemption, Christianity in the hands of
Christians is such a miserable thing that wherever it has
the power, rights and principles of non Christians become
scrap. We have a typical example of that attitude in the
B.B.C. Christian little mindedness- at work that will not
allow the Annual Conference of the National Secular
Society to be included in the list of Whitsun conferences
announced over the radio; yes, Christianity in the hands
of Christians is a miserable thing.

The introduction of conscription during the first world
war brought citizens from every walk of life into the
armed forces. One result was that a problem arose over
the question of compulsory church parades for which the
magic words ” King’'s Regulations ” was no solution.
Character and intelligence strongly resented an official
pretence to a religious belief that bad been discarded.
The matter was. taken up by the National Secular Society,
and others, and the authorities conceded the point that
a man’s own statement of non-religious belief would be
accepted, and recorded on his papers. But the practice
of compelling a man to adopt a religious label continued
in many directions. It was so in my own case during the
first world war. Asked by the N.O.O. in charge what
religion? | replied none. Much argument followed, with
temperature rising in the N.O.O1 He demanded, you
must have a bloody religion in the British Army.
Courteously 1 asked, what was the difference between a
bloody religion and a religion that was not bloody. That
caught him on one foot, he glared at me in silence for
a few seconds, then said, \ am going to put you either
R.C. or C. of E. 1 replied, if they are the only two bloody
religions you have got they are no use to me, you put
either no religion or Atheist, any substitute will be your
responsibility. He left the decision to an officer and |
was recorded as of no religion. But 1knew my case whilst
so many others did not.

The second world war brought the re-introduction of
conscription and the religious question again became a
problem. Again the National Secular Society took action
and wo received official information from the. War Office,
Admiralty and Air Force that a man’s own statement of
non-religious belief would be accepted and recorded on
his papers.. We never had any trouble or quibble from
the chiefs of those respective departments of the armed
forces over the recognition of the rights of non-religious
members of the services. There was trouble, but it was
always from lower down, perhaps not always deliberate;
but we never appealed in vain to the War Office,
Admiralty or Aii* Force to get a wrong corrected or rights
recognised.

Two world wars in- one generation, with' promintiit
clergymen banging the war drum and delivering vicious
war sermons and speeches shocked many o f.the better
type of Christian believers and has no doubt helped con-
siderably in the post-war slump in religion.

In 1940 compulsory church parades were abolished,
certainly not because they were too popular with tlie men.
The Daily Telegraph of June 20, 1946, reported, * Com-
pulsory church parades in the South-Eastern District have
been stopped. It is stated that at the first Sunday
morning service after the order was received by units, the
congregation at Chatham Garrison Church consisted of
only two officers and a lance-corporal, normally 300 troops
would be detailed to attend.”

- freed0?
Inreligious matters Christians believe " tt#c

providing it leads into the churches, but arever p* 1
is immediately met with a Christ-like urge for cOi
into church attendance. ,
Preliminaries for a return to compulsory churc 1j
in the armed forces are already being tried out- f 1 miJ
has opened its columns on the question, with » gaj*
methods of newspaper discussions where religi* ~ »
cerned. By some strange fate letters from
critics of religion trickle to the bottom of the bag *
overlooked. It was, of course, quite a fluke tha
from Mr. Frnest Thurtle was in the L@ pi ,p >
maybe that as Mr. Thurtle is a well-known 1 * O
letter refused to associate with the small fry aw ilr®
way managed to get inserted. Mr. Thurtle’s le &
opposed to the return of compulsory church Para

one would expect. fratl
At the time of writing this article seven letter
other writers have appeared in The Times. All N

or less favourable to the compulsory church panll!

it is interesting to note that of the seven, t"! ~d

Vicarage addresses, one a Rectory address, one (ll

retired Bishop, one from a retired Brigadier, 1l

from a retired Lieut.-Colonel; only one plain cmzt *
Then note that Jack and Tommy Atkins do h ,.c if

m at all, anywhere, until the good Christian riRd8i

they get their way, will once more force battaliQlt*

church every Sunday whether they like it or not.
To-day it is compulsory church attendamnice for

the armed forces that is bein”™ nibbled at, acid

political purges, and a leading Trade Union official

the movement to an 18th century Christian

mentality, and the extension of compulsory 0

attendance to the civil population may have c°

definite step nearer. N
R. H. ROS®

THE HEAVENLY TWINS
1

IN a preceding article it was stated that the inb§@t€"
of the hot zones genuinely dread the Sun; their bc°e S iV
is Rain. In China this heavenly water is represe”-
the dragon, in Africa through the crocodile 0
emblem of'the BaNtu tribes which is the proper spefi,v
“Ntu” = man, whilst “ Ba” denotes the plural); tke]*
Secret Societies of women all along the West coté*

worship the crocodile as. the Fertility Goddess i
The Balli (along the White Nile) consider contilhjj,.l
sunshine as a curse or the result of malediction; il d

tribe calls the Creator Kalo=Rain. Within the wllON\{r
East Africa the sky god, the supreme deity, is .thgillV
of rain, and rain magic is the essence* of their r°,d.rf
Excepting a small enclave at the Abyssinian bordal

is no'Sun cult in the Sudan. There are* hbweéver, vd'y
relations between water and the Moon; the Nila ptr
servant. -'Maria, regina coelis—the Queen of
standing on the crescent—is, at the same time, tha
ascending from and ruling the waves. Moses, tha ™ fu
God, and therefore leader'of the 12 .constellation* j§)
ecliptic .was thought of as a dam made of stones

beats water out of a rock, such as Harnesses Il, thar”
Pharaoh, does, whilst he cuts a slice of BRKT» h
symbolic wafer of wheaten flour (mazzoth) conseenfl*!
Min, god of .heavens, who grants fecundity.

The supreme sky god was represented by sun and Jjt
(cf. Jud. viii, 21, 26; Jes. iii, 18), sometipies refall™ ’
as. his two eyes. The consecrated wafer lies in arecapj p
called lunnula (little moon); the first Christians add! v-
the cross Sun and Mioon in human shapes (soinaU

<>
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, Bible and tk
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coHeckion ©

Shin is, _wmwimjst-the- .
|epre§$cas % ~N.ars% subject of “ learning ” whilst th'd
Proved \) e

Were banished to the nursery, as it
pd, y Possible to destroy them as a whole
«amiliarle e!iudent religion, it is essential to become
°‘He wioqgVl

meandering of the Oriental mind; as
tryt) S .lildhood was spent in the Far East

Lpilt ? ain B Ine of these queer speculations

&art }r*n remembered, was viewed as something

the othtit Kun and moon; these “ heavenly bodies,” on

Hick \und>Were each split, up into opposite aspects
, h blend, viz. :

I will

S C a..?6?. Destroyer ” principle of the Summer-
Xitl) "Un °f the Desert, the universal malefactor,
2 s as its planetary représentant,

\Mate

Benefactor ” or Saviour principle of th !
\vn Apnn8 Sun. Tn India this is Vishnu against
7e de®trgyer iR e New Tesﬂdﬁ%ﬁ_&el&ljn WP

123 I JR8UR I ar. e
s Hmlp%fnciBFlgelgse %gpresentecf i{ﬁpr%uaﬁ ftwg/métfrj%’l "

>te|lat|on of Aries, the divme
@pion stands for Number

Black-Moon ”
‘hpsed by the Sun,

AAesentaiit.

principle, i.e.,

the moon
with Saturn as

its planetary

gentle moon a«

,.B-The " Mesa” principle, ffis delegate

S d, mentor and tutor of mankind.

I"UousV ’
(6 ind

i)of’ f:ijl-émb"r-inger of sailing winds, is the liaison
iUw tl, Weeu (lay and night; he is Psychopompos, who
fTHk { s°ul to Hades. The cock who announces day-
wutouic the end <¥ the night, is his symbol. His.
n d7(?UllterPart is Wuotan, the storm-god and leader
Y\ Meav( New Testament he is Simon-Petrus,
( ..~.v caretaker, with his crowing cock—the

(, ?Nionn] bright sky which grants the relief of
ii (i“ L Biunderstorma —- Sanskrit ” dyaus ” — Wag§
“Mlv c . afher ” (dyaush-pitar, Zeus-pat™r, lupiter)

Mp, Father in Heaven.

Y

THE FREETH IMicpr

The Greek dioscuri have Helena as their sister, but
whilst Zeus himself begot Castor and Polydeikes, Helena’s
father was Tyndareos— another form of Jupiter tonans,
the weather god.* In this, he is a foster-father like St.
Joseph (= He increases, makes grow) whose day, as a

patron-saint, must always fall on a Wednesday (i.e
of Wuotan or Mercury).

, day
‘ conceived ”

Properly speaking Jesus is not

of the Holy Ghost (Matth. 1, 20) who,
with the dove as représentant, is the female principle;

Mary IS the Spirit (or rather his earthly residue) which
accounts for the * unity ” of the Trinity Father-Son-
Spirit (Virgin).

[To be ConCIUded)PERCY G. ROY

BABY-TALK

About the time he tries to walk,
The human infant learns to talk
To exercise his tongue;

They teach, him baby-words at first,
He all his life with them is cursed
Those relics of the young.

“ Mummy ” first, of course, then “ Daddy
if a Scot, they call him “ Laddie ",

Or “ Junior ” in the States;
Of “ pussy-cat ” and of ” bow-wow ”

Of gee-gees ”, and of a “ moo—cow”’,
The infant duly prates.

The child grows, as we all must
Attains to manhood, love, and lust,
Religion, politics;

The man, equipped with nursery words,
And baby-thoughts, like wooden swords,
His quag-set path now picks.

“ Gentle Jesus, meek and mild ~

Once his baby-mind beguiled;

This, image lingers now;

The man who now goes with a tart

Was brought up on “ The Sacred Heart ”
Sacrificial moo-cow !

An infant’'s solid food is pap,

And baby-thoughts the little chap
Is taught at home and school-;

So when he comes to deal with life
Employer, government, and wife,
He often acts the fool.

There’s nothing wrong with human-kind
Save that it has a poisoned mind

Which keeps it Peter-Panjsh ;

If adult minds the childlike guide,

This nursery-thought is thrust aside;
The fear of Hell will vanish.

God, Santa Claus, Hell, Angels, all
Are baby-words that hold in thrall
As drunkards are by drink;

We must in pity help the man

To be an adult—for he can—
And teach him how

; . NiA\1Q
to th'nE'AYARD S
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ACID DROPS

An article in the Newswedk Magazine (New York)
describes the * Red ” Dean of Canterbury as the biggest
burden that Dr. Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, has
to bear. The obvious biblical text that flashes to mind
is “ Come to me ye that are heavily laden,” bu't judging
by recent Press photos showing the Archbishop, with the
Red Dean, welcoming Princess Margaret to Canterbury
Cathedral, the burden is not so heavy.

Once upon a time a football team went to church to
ask God’s blessing on an important football match which,
with His help, they won. The idea is a good one and is
spreading, for Italy’s team for the world football cup
title in Brazil were received by the Pope and received his
blessing and prayers for a win. Of course, they ought to
win for what hope would an atheist team have against
such divine opposition? But supposing they lose. . . .?

That yery religious newspaper, the Christian, is very
sorry that compulsory church parades were abolished, and
suggests that not only the officers “ but the rank and file
all feel that much was lost by the abolition.” The average
soldier, states the Christian, objected not so much to
attending church, but to the parade that was bracketed
with it. We fail to see how the newspaper could ascertain
the feelings of all the rank and file, but in actual fact, the
average soldier did not attend church when it was
voluntary. This sort of Christian lie is too well known
to impress anyone, except readers of the Christian.

Douglas Warth writing in the Sunday Pictorial last
Sunday steals our thunder and he really uses it to good
effect. His article is packed with .the gnti-religious Argu-
ments that we have been using for years; the existence
of evil, the intolerance of religions, the “ loose thinking
and stupidity that masquerades as religion,” the role ot
religion in war and politics, etc. But, nevertheless, the
pill has to be sweetened for Pictorial readers and the
pathetic picture that Douglas. Warth gives of himself still
in search of that ghost of a God, is rather pitiful when he
says “ | can neither believe in God nor believe that there
is no God, and | would desperately welcome any evidence
that there is one, it would completely revolutionise my
life.” Sorry Mr. Warth, we do not think it would!

Canon T. P. Stevens of Wimbledon Park is a lucky
man. Owing to the work of Freethought, he is allowed
to criticise the Bible freely these days. In the grand old
times of Christianity, he might have been plunged into
boiling oil, or racked to bits, and even burrit at the stake
for heresy if he had then said what he is now saying
about the Bible. His Bishop had recommended him * to
teach the Bible continuously.” And Canon Stevens
replied, “ If the dear bishop had recommended the teach-
ing of the Gospels and Acts, well and good. But the Bible
as a whole! God save me from such superstition
Some of the stories quite often deal with rape and murder,
lies and brutality, exaggerated nationalism and war . . .”

« m —mll *H#

For a hundred and fifty years Thomas Paine has been
vilified and attacked—even by Rationalists—for saying
the same thing with Canon Stevenses always thirsting
for his blood. Only through Paine and his followers is
the modern Canon Stevens allowed, without harm, to
say what heretics in the past have been tortured for
saying. And we are not astonished to see that he
recognises that the whole Church is against him. Of
course, ft could not be the Christian Church if it were not.

June D

But are the Gospels and Acts any better n
of the Holy Bible? After all, in the Old Testae
Lord limited his punishments to this life 0l 2icul°ls
Christ introduced Hell and eternal torment, thei ,, "I,
nonsense of cutting your hand off if it “ °/efka eftvent
and emasculation to get into the “ Kingdom of “ut
Things are bad enough in the rest of the Bib em ™ tre
quite so bad as in the Gospels and Acts mn

dear ” Canon is so ready to teach to little c!

Mr. Adam Marsh is one of those brilliant ~ fiid
writers who happily knows exactly what God alilpge
what moves God to action or non-action. | or e ?
he is asked why did God allow the horrors of ngven
he assures us with his hand on his heart that Goc ~ o
never has anything to do with the *“ growing
war.” And here we are heartily in agreement v ~
A non-existent Deity simply could not have cau
war, let alone its horrors.

But this is where Mr. Marsh goes another w» dj v
cause of war is because “ our hearts were hAi(e Wui
materialism "« and what can any Almighty do
Materialism has full sway? No, “ We ¢amMet -t
God,” Mr. Marsh tells us almost with tears, “. Cp](
mocked Are not two such lessons enoug'nc-)
us return in all humility to believe in Devils, in AW
in Hell, in Heaven, in Miracles, in the sanctit}
marvellous priests, and as an *“ afters,” P*
grovelling. And won’'t God be pleased !

The best thing to do with empty churches is to sr\rép
them, says the new Congregational Chairman, Dr. y
Cocks, and “ hire a room over a shop and begin al ™
again in the apostolic way.” It is extremely dou wn
however, that Dr. Cocks expects his advice to be
seriously. Even though the “ plums ” in the Congl
tional Union are not so rich as. in the Anglican Chun’ ' »
hardly think that there will be a rush of minted
start again from scratch— at scratch stipends.

4

Week after week the Rev. Bryan Green churn* i]
columns of twaddle and sentimental rubbish in the 1~
Graphic. For example, a recent article opens
the statement, “ Christians, are not Kkilljoys, ax ™\
religion is a religion of happiness. It was Jesus «a'l
who said ‘ be of good cheer.” | have overcome the' P
with its evil and misery.” The Rev. Bryan Green sl v
re-read his Bible to find out how really cheerful ~»
Jesus; he coujd also study the history of Christianu* »
see what “ happiness ” Christianity has brought ©
kind. As for “ Kkilljoys ” he need go no further
Fleet Street:to find the finest set of killjoys in exisy\ji.
and “'Misery ” Martin, their secretary, is a Clu'f*
so he says.

A puzzled inquirer in the Universe is much dL*m}\él
because the Holy Shroud shows that Jesus was Q5. i
by the wrists while famous painters always show
be nailed to the cross by the palms. And even ~ jjg
The various stigmata shown so proudly by peopD<Oo]]
Theresa Neumann or Fr. Pio are, of course, al*"r*
the palms. Something seems to have gone wrong
and we are left wondering how the Pope can ansWe b
quiz. We naturally give it up—except by |
suggesting that deep, reverent Faith has an answer
Biblical puzzles.
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SUGAR PLUMS

1-\\/coach tour of Shaken
A Memorial ‘espeare’s country with a visit to

Worman Theatre in Stratford on- -Avon for a

. llce °f Henry VIII, is being arranged by
ﬁ‘@%rmﬁgggmwg nch N.S.S., on Saturday, July 15.
Mth  u.WIB start from the Halt of Memory at & p.m.,
Vij ™ 1 J7erval for tea and theatre at 7, p.m., Return

by T n T .atre seats extra. Full details will be supplied
C”one- Hesket Avenue, Birmingham B
Woodga'te 2410), who asks that 5s. deposit be

ie

pealX Scexe was Blackpool sands, with a Christian
vi €T Proclaiming the virtues of Christians, and the
Srohy °*  non-Christians. A quiet, respectable fellow
qx nlong the front, stops, listens, and after a while
chant %iUt as a speaker, all alone. The preacher rapidly
*d A8 a threatening -bullybut only to receive a
a (Jyd? [eSSOn Gl HR RARSsSHY Wr §5BD MaAANers, even in

. \ari' rUie quiet respectable fellow soon had a

AN tio UdlenCe ~sterbug to his address and replies to
118 “and his name was Mr. J. Clayton.

%r Chilian Holy Year pilgrims on their way to TivoIi
M\ Wel>e, serivusty jegurad Wik thew DUV
by Il o FGRiNeka~of WA Nafionat @ecu]rar

W '%tlﬂ ma\(}]all a”™ r Canference outing on Whit-Mgnday
i Yllsp~p. Tt shows the doubtful advantage of being

JHE wilVIN1T n° doubt their faith in the mercy of

Pe s'rengthened. After all, some people are far

aih * ever become Freethinkers, but you never
an stupid to be a Christian.

At pr
Adehad*Court a widow told the magistrates that
detent~"¥en ~1,000 to a spiritualist medium who then
TU his ~ alised it} for use in the spirit world.” A fool
(Ilkos lIi0ley are soon parted, and a “religious cloak
uty A Parting not only easy, but a pleasure and a

THE THEETHINKER

THOUGHTS ON RELIGION
X1l

THE. excessive heat and humidity of India have helped
to produce its overpopulation and its metaphysics and
its religions of resignation just as the poverty, barrenness,
and disease of Palestine helped to produce Christianity.
Ignorance, of course, is involved in the development of
every religion. One of the principal jobs of Christ was
healing the sick, casting out devils, and raising the
dead; this- is a reflection of the poverty and disease of
the Jews of Palestine during the period of their subjuga-
tion by the Romans; for a prosperous and sturdy people
would not be greatly interested in a healing Messiah. In
contrast to the preoccupation of Christians with disease
the Koran is siltsnt on the subject of healing; and this
may be taken to mean that the Arabs of Mbhammed’'g
time were a healthy people. History shows that they
were a cruel and warlike people; and some degree of
health is necessary 'to wage war. The affirmation of life
of Mohammedanism is also in contrast to the weariness
of spirit found in Buddhism and to the asceticism of
Christianity.

The interest in religion which people in middle life and
in old age sometimes develop is probably due to the
fact that common men come to see that they must die
only when they are in middle life or old age. Before
then, they scarcely know that they are subject to death.

Nearly everyone who thinks a little but not enough to
he wise likes to have a 'theory about life which explains
all and puts other people to shame; and this is especially
true of religionists, since few men study philosophy.
The members of each religious sect have their theories
of which they are jealous and whose truth is certain
and which are contrived so- as to condemn ‘'to hell all
the rest of the \Vorld who think differently, It seems to
me that the mo8t ardent enemies of sin and the most
ardent supporters of religious systems are often those
who are the least capable of ethics, humanity, and reason ;
of course, if they were ethical, humane, and reasonable,
they, would not be> religious. Intolerance is a mark of
bad character; and the intolerance for which th/e
Christians are famous is an index to their characters.

Why are such matters as life after death, spirit,
divinity, etc., uncertain? Which is to say: Why are
matters pretended to be the most important of all matters
uncertain and, the fact is, unsupported by knowledge
but rather by opinions, frauds,’” and lies invented for the
profit to be derived from deceiving men? Another
guestion could be asked, since it is pertinent in all cases
of spiritual things: Why are dishonesty, trickery',
knavery, mendacity, obscurity, and intolerance usually
connected with the religious and the spiritual?

“ Now the birth 'of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Gtiost.” — Matthew, I, 18. It is difficult to see why the
history of the Saviour of all men must begin with the
suspicion of adultery; and it is also difficult to see why
his conception had to be performed by a power unknown
to all men, the Holy Ghost, and whether or not this
explanation of his conception is satisfactory. The reason
why this bald fiction and the other fictions of the Bible
have influenced and still influence so greatly the thoughts
of men is because of the slight attention which they give
to religion and they are universally bad reasoners top
lazy to investigate even the truth of small, practical
matters, not to talk of religion and metaphysics where
anything can be affirmed and, under favourable circum-
stances, he believed for thousands of years since men
believe because they do not know what they believe.
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The immaculate conception of Christ which is a cardinal
Catholic doctrine is a dull, superstitious controversion of
nature and is a fiction based on the popular idea of the
sanctity of virginity. In Christianity this idea is some-
what in contradiction to the Old Testament in which God.
is said to have made everything good and to have
commanded man to multiply and be fruitful. Virgin
births are not .uncommon in the religions of the world.
Zoroaster is said to have been bom of a virgin fifteen
years old. Mithras, the sun god of the ancient Persians,
was born of the Heavenly Virgin or Heavenly Goddess;
and his birth was celebrated on December 25. The
reason why men have believed that virginity is pure and
holy, and have honoured some of their divinities and
religious men with virgin births is no doubt 'to be found
in the fact that sexual desire and sexual relations have
universally been considered unclean and sinful. If life
is good, its source might reasonably be expected to be
igood; and the virginity of women is a foolery except as
far as it may contribute to an orderly society.

We have heard much of the Imitatio Christi. Who
would want to imitate Christ? What possible profit
could be derived from such imitation? if his renowned
virtues were imitated, should his bigotry, spleen, and
ignorance also be imitated? He thought that he was
God and that he alone was right in his beliefs; should
this be imitated? He evidently believed that the earth
was flat; should this be imitated? An intelligent man
might want to benefit from the teachings of the philo-
sophers who have lived; but his first task would be to be
himself with little or no imitation of anyone.

It has been said that Christ never existed. | do not
know whether he existed or not; and the silence of the
historians regarding him can be explained by one of two
explanations: either he existed but was little known in
his time; or he did nob exist. | have always favoured
the view that he did exist just as Buddha, Confucius,
Zoroaster, and Mohammed are supposed to have existed.
It seems to me that the evidence contained in the New
Testament, in the Apocrypha, and in the works of the
church fathers indicates that a man named Christ lived
in Palestine at the beginning of our era. If it were con-
tended that he lived live thousand years ago, we might
expect all accounts of him to be so mythical as to make
his existence completely doubtful ; but he is said to have
lived less than two thousand years ago at a time when
the Greeks and the Romans, in whose civilisations
Christianity developed, were not primitive; and it seems
improbable, although not impossible, that the worship of
a man who never existed would have become widespread
among them. Of course, it must bo remembered that
Christianity started among the lower elements of the
people among whom any fantasy could gain credence.

Mohammed, whose existence is better supported by
history, thought that Christ had lived and regarded him
as an apostle but not as God. Mohammed lived some
six hundred years after Christ; and, while he was not
a man of high intelligence, it is speculative that, if
there were doubts concerning the existence of Christ,
Mohammed as the founder of a rival religion would no
doubt have capitalized on them if he had known of them
and that at that period of history more oral legends
about the existence or non-existence of Christ would have
existed than exist to-day nineteen hundred and fifty
years after his birth. Mohammed denounced the Chris-
tians as infidels because they said that God was Christ;
and. if he had had reason to think that Christ never
existed but was an imaginary god, the Koran could be
expected to contain denunciations of the Christians as
infidels who worshipped an imaginary god.

p.ih<l only ~lruct written evi
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DESIGN OR ACCIDENT ?
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MANY Freethinkers would probably say that tlw/lin

doubtful of all the many arguments in favour ot 1

in God is the argument from design—i.e., the arfu
that the universe bears all the marks of a centra

a plan necessarily it ?
a planner. And it is undoubtedly true that

those who have supported this argument have N $4

and that any sort of belief in

to use facts in a somewhat arbitrary manner,

as true some points that, to say the very least, allL

firmly established.

scientist of some standing, w

n

I
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I have written here previously of the ertﬁlfc’\t
Dr. It. E. D. Clark, and have pointed out that hf

ho accepts the posi

the broad-minded Churchman, and who has a pri) jjf/
belief that the'scientific and the religious views of »
opposed. His new |?
should, | think, be required reading for everyone
trying to make his mind up on the gquestion of the I
and religion, since, "jy
written from a religious standpoint, it never!l
scientific discovery- vy
The title is The Universe: Plan or Acrid*
(Paternoster Press, Gs.), and it deals in a straight!0l
manner with some of the most difficult of philoSOpl

problems are not necessarily

relationship between science

accepts the outlook of modern

matters.

Dr. Clark, of course, considers that the universe,

N

11N\J,

and otherwise, bears signs of being deliberately plal "
and takes the attitude that the Freethinker 01
agree is, consciously-'
unconsciously, shutting his eyes to some of the

Rationalist who does not

obvious facts of the situation.

He has some fori |

criticism of unorthodox writers like Julian Huxley
J. Tl. S. Haldane, and lie makes out a very stroiif?,| jii

in favour of his point of view.

In fact, this is one ot
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(1 think) considerable profit. ignored by n
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close attention. vrote here about a?
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In a previous book (0i which 1 m NS View
ago) Dr. Clark set out in some det™ & & evolu-
hearing of the problem of entropy Q£ design is_a»1
bon, and his first argument in av  deal with Ue
fte argument from entropy | cannot™ ™ /N that all
detail in the space at mv dispos > really*~ S
featitis necessary to say Tsthatentropy  Sir James
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in the human body enables the marrow of the bones
Qartiitesture red corpusstlds; and, without ibis

difh anaenna develops. It may, of course, JV
td cted that this is something which has co”e about by
yVvPresses of natural selection; but to this 1 L~
C **** the answer that evolution does not account ioi

C P is advantageous at stage A partially
v Me'Ped eye, for instance, would be no better than no
a". It might even be a disadvantage unless the
~«ig it was, able to get the better of Ins neiglibou »
the« is no reason to believe. Conseguently,
iI™v . that lias been said in favour of evolution in
\M () Relieve as might have been thought,
o ula® | have written here is in some respec s
Hir )r- Clark; his book is well conceived and close
bS- And so no review of a book of this land can
O jjy ho it full justice. But it should be added that
\ ®&u°tevade anK of the arguments. He ia”*s ixildl
I,/ uattel. of earthquakes, volcanoes, and suoWike
C f. calamities. He does not attempt,to get away
i5j¢the arguments of those who would say that nature
mt&Oth and. claw. |n fact, most of the stock
I’_L"ﬂ&sila ex .
;e anil .PP by Freethinkers are accepted as argu-
th . are ™ most cases neatly countered. Some-
j Iintian* jverafe Freethinker is liable to say that the
) 2, s not argue; he merely states what he
7k js'o J is by no means so with Hr. Clark. His
bd”ioidl0 wbich is a first-rate piece of philosophical
K even if it will not succeed in convincing
v °°nsif/ 10 reads it, it will certainly give them grounds
Aviwij glable spidy. | go not think that | have read
{ e tc i. this type for many months which has seemed
HU T°iJ e s&stimulating a piece of work. T hope that
M. writfen will drive many readers of” these
pages.
JOHN HOWLAND
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CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND AMERICAN FILMS

IT is not my habit to go and see American films, at least
the straight story sort, as, with few exceptions, the
characters are false in human values; in short, as stories
they are rotten. No doubt the American can tell a story
as well as an Englishman or any other national, but the
operation of his censorship usually stultifies any ideas
the author may have. To anyone who lias tried his hand
at scenario writing and had, therefore, to study the
restrictions of American censorship, the dead hand of
these tyrants must seem to him little different to a like
embargo on art forms in the U.S.S.R. To take an
instance, though divorce is an action sanctified by
American law, and thousands of people who have got
divorces and married again lead exemplary lives, the
American censors choose to regard divorce as “ immoral.”
You have to kill off the less sympathetic hymeneal partner
in order that the surviving widow or widower, as the case
may be, can marry the hero or heroine and live happily
ever afterwards; and usually an Irish or Mexican priest
is introduced to tie the sacred knot.

Where Christian tenets have set up inconvenient
standards they have been quietly but effectively
jettisoned. If we accept the gospel story as that of an
actual peasant reformer of the Jewish province in the
first century, we must be struck by his pacifist philosophy
of “ forgiveness ” expressed in such texts as, forgive
unto seventy times seven, he that is without sin among
you let him cast the first stone, turn the other cheek,
etc., etc. This policy of non-retribution, however, lias
never been adopted in any general sense by professing
Christian communities. On the contrary, they have
adhered to the old Jewish law of an eye for an eye, &
tooth for a tooth, or in modern parlance, the law of
retaliation. It is true that at times they have gone
beyond this. Thus, in the debate in the House of Lords
on capital punishment, my Lord Bishop of Truro not
only wanted its retention but, further, its extension to
the execution of those found guilty of crimes of violence.
But it is only fair to say that Truro’s bloodthirstiness is
not generally shared by his confessional brothers. They
confine themselves to the eye for an eye principle and
do not urge the poking out of a dozen eyes for one.

I was reminded of this on being, somewhat unwillingly,
lead to witness an American film called One-Way Street.
While not wishing to usurp the function of dramatic
critic to The Freethinker, some description of this s'tory
is germane to my subject. The story is a rather trite
variation of the gangster theme. Junefe Mason, as
usual the strong, silent hero, was being stronger and
silenter than usual. Those who enjoy this sort of stuff
may like the film; personally, | prefer my characters to
indulge in intelligent conversation rather than put over
an imitation of a human camel. Mason, the gangsters’
tame medico, double-crosses his comrades in crime*,
pinches the boodle and the local Diliinger’s girl friend into
the bargain. The couple make for Mexico City, but their
private plane develops a defect and has to make a forced
landing near some out-of-the-way Mexican village, where
the only representative of the leech’» trade is a female
witch-doctor. In this back-to-the-simple-life atmosphere
the hardened gangster's medico and gangster’'s ex-moll
suffer a change of heart and become the saviours, in n
medical sense, of the Mexican peasantry. Everybody
loves them -except the female witch-doctor, who has, of
course, lost her job. Meanwhile the disappropriated
gangsters, way back home, have got on to the erring
medico’s tracks and discovered his hide-out. Dr. James
Mason decides to return and have it out with them.
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taking his little black bag of $200,000 loot, so far of
conspicuously little use to him. By one of those
fortuitous and felicitious accidents, so common in the
thriller type of tale, the gangsters had been shooting one
another off, so that there remains but one of them when
Dr. James Mason arrives on the scene. He has, ot
course, little difficulty in disposing of this survivor, and
walking down “ the one-way street ” joins his lovely, the
ex-moll, who has been sipping a coffee while he completed
his little business.

At this point the artistic ending to the story would
have been for him to return 'to the noble work of com-
bating disease in Mexican villages. Having got rid of
a worthless set of crooks and left the ill-gotten sponduliks
for collection by the local cops, a life of self-sacrificing
devotion to the Mexican sick would seem an act of
redemption in accord with the best Christian principles
of repentance, forgiveness and reparation.

But not so, according to American censorship
principles; in their code, it would be “ immoral ” and
bad for U.S.A. youth, who must be taught that you can’t
get away with killing unless you are dressed in khaki and
the other fellow is a Jap, or in blue and are a properly
authenticated cop. As the special constable said to the
burglar: “ If | Kkill you, it's just in the ordinary prosecu-
tion of my duty; but if you Kkill me, by God, it's murder!”
So Dr. James Mason lias to cross the road and get run
over by a taxicab. Thus even the conventional happy
ending has to be sacrificed to the imperious needs of
moral conventions.

For. the law of forgiving is all very well for the pulpit,
but in practical affairs the eye for an eye, life for a life,
principle is what the, no doubt, Christian-professingl
censors of American films demand. Christian ethics
must conform with the demands of society, not society
conform with the demands of Christian ethics. There
are few Christians, from the Chancellor of the Exchequer
and the Archbishop of Canterbury downwards who
believe, lot alone practise, the pious utterances of the
Sermon on the Mount and the rest of the gospel ethics.
The practice of modern Christians lias as much
resemblance to them as a bawdy camp ballad has to a
Beethoven symphony. It is an interesting, if highly
hypothetical, speculation what modern society would be
like if the Nazarine's philosophy had been taken
seriously. One thing would seem certain: we should not
have to endure American films of the “ One-Way Street”
variety.

P. C. KING.

CONTRACEPTIVES AND SLOT MACHINES
ON reading Mr. Buffer's third article in your issue ot
May 28, | am bound to say | agree with his aim—to avoid
disease. But the slot machines and their effect upon
youth are the stumbling block.

Are we now to give up the idea of persuading youth
to avoid sexual intercourse until marriage, and put under
their noses a safe method of indulging in it? What a
staggering change he advocates!

If there is an incfease in such intercourse, is it to be
wondered at, with the steady increase over recent years
of the kind of literature and stage plays which throw all
minds in that direction? Bookstalls and shop windows
fuff of books with lurid covers, showing women in various
stages of undress and with inflaming.titles, magazines
with suggestive pictures and jokes, and the publications
of so-called psychologists who always appear to lean
towards more freedom in sex relations.

june 25

~

' a
How can we expect our girls to pass unscadtbed tru

a barrage of this description? .
For many years there has been amongst )lptewé
people a notiarr that sex eduatioxi should be gneU u
when old enough to understand it. The idea be %j it'
was to make sex understood and respected» fidi
responsibilities realised and to prevent the yollile
the pitfalls of earlier generations. ijrectidl
Not much progress has been made in this
but what has happened is that the door has been (e
to the writers of “ sexy ” stories and plays the .l
of what well-meaning people intended. Even the
appears to accept these plays as sex education. N o0m
A short time ago | redd over a play which ha
run in London, which young amateurs are P?rL 4#
and which has been broadcast. In it a young girl ~ ©
pleased with her brother because he is manly 61j” @gel
be carrying on an affair with the maid, and she 1
him emerge from her bedroom. , vigd?
And now, when as a result of this whirlpool 0 »
propaganda, our youth are more puzzled than eU Ardir
whether sexual intercourse for them is right 0l da
along come the advocates of contraceptives N
machines, ta settle the matter for them. *ie
touch!
| would like to add that though 1 now opP°se "€l
machines the time may come, if the presen
continues, when they may become a dire necessit.VAjj*®
Religionists have always told us that with the fry
of religion, and the rise of freethought, would eonl
love and a careless attitude to marriage. . AN
I begin to wonder if there is something in this»."r
I find freethinkers accepting the notion of sexial
course amongst youth without any qualms and s ~
talk of protecting them against dire results. j
Personally, | am all for progress towards meind
physical perfection, and consider that uncoll
sexual passion vulgarises and weakens moral fibie*
aim should be to frown upon it altogether in the J
and exercise control upon it when manhood and
hood are reached. vP
Mr. Buffer, in his defence of the people again®”
seems tQ me to have selected a particularly dadr
double-edged weapon—the slot machine.
W. 0. BOW~N!

FREETHOUGHT DICTIONARY . %
GOD. The Supreme Being, Unknowable, Uninlag]:l:lp
and Incomprehensible, ranging from an anthropoio‘or
being to a mathematical symbol.

In dealing with Gods. Devils, Cockatrices,
Dragons, and similar imaginary Biblical creations, O™ *
the most important considerations is to arrive
correct estimate of their birth, or, to be more exact. »
origin. In the case of the Jewish and Christian *y
is particularly the case, because a fuff understands
his origin gives a .lull understanding of his com!
existence—or his demise, as the case may be.

A study of anthropology will show that none
gods was born. Just like man, they evolved* - @
evolution can be traced from the earliest primitive ©
surrounded by beneficent or hostile forces; the
forces being beneficent at one titne and hostll rik
another. To such a man these forces were ]
entities. They had personality and could smile orffl']
What more natural than an attempt to keep on y
terms with them, to propitiate them in order to get
smiles and fewer frowns? This is possibly the €]
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~¢ginning ol the gods; not uX
: N in the

emotions. e neighbors, Prf*e,w
To keep on good terms with h © terms- w It®

ggfg#f trl’é%rq%’ |5 ‘°180°£ ?°eful.” Here we

. the fm Nacrl’\ce soon extended from the individual
Offered ' m'ly' t¥ide, the nation; because® “4ll

> '~ S

* ehsb adlt
resu

h aburnt (?fferlng in t eyear do c ett er

hanvest, it was logical that a bigg* ~ least equally

offering many years later w°u . =i NOt consume
efficacious. IT the sun and thet a » »

roasted mammoth, prepared at th bil should no

trouble and probably loss of ufe- t hungry to-day
he wasted. Perhaps the elements are no™ ™ “elelnents.

we certainly are. Let us Par *»
Here is the beginning of ccm m _ *meletnental “ov
if is now easy to see how evolve into sU?

Wome oi heroic statur and m cases extendi
r§ beings or gocf1 el" exe**

tie human B@F§8H§|I¥y. _ men slept they
‘Earned and those dreams were r L* |f 3 man could

A:He marvellous adventures m sleep, he must
-nlly possess an alter ego, a spirit or a soul.
(i me have to-day a great concord of agreement that

inr esdouhl Pie exist, is utterly indifferent to man c
..m1* force carrying out incomprehensible pio

i Uh°ut the slightest regard for the welfare of man, or

liin "hout as much as man has for the ants on

s llumber nine boot has iust trodden. TTv
W. RENNIE-

[ ed equa% .
ommunity all hn°»

CORRESPONDENCE

NBIFAPHYSICS ; -

W n~» h|® one can appreciate Mr. Simmons attempt <

can'j  Saicty, spriglitliness, and cheerful good humour, one

fa. " «> with tlie limitation that there is a time and a place
f/iiXei'ything, judging from the usual tone of The I jc

coni,“t }t would appear that Mr. Simmons would find more
jh comparw in tird pages of “ Stones for Little Aithui

lot MuallyOntnb”ting Vomie Cuts. Freethinkers are

associated with “ cheerful good humour on the

P .1 hud them for tho most part appalling y iespect-

“arn, i K themselves much too seriously. Just as>nri y

mglgod behind their own prejudices as the more ignoiant

Mlidi+S r° admits, his annoyance has nothing to do with tie
urlty (;t my arguments- why did he mention the fact o ns
Nat f~ e? Mr. Simmons is under an illusion when he thinks
JI, "meither annoyed or that I am “ foaming at the mout .
‘a,’- S"nmonS- justification (for What is perhaps bfji*bihty
ft,. PPreeiate the *W -A+. -U.. <o  ——
ilOme-made criteria, Ii mﬂeed hpathetlcf lI:) note
us ot “ thoughts out o
g’tE‘hFe U8hhh§ eontemptua g a bagk,

no”™ s™°I> 1dm. from using them. One is
sking/ him how much of his present know-

s gfﬂ\’;%% 8 through entirely indepegdant reagoning,
TSh&l Wwa rived at frameitlie, thewahitso ap, sudges-
PUJ‘W‘% Ef&f all ene gnot live too
s/ou> nd thus become vacuous Let there be no mistake
m deport. M G on® is exceedingly™ solid and full of one’s own
t](nv looiaUCe’ i°Sether with a complacency which would make

Plen+..iv Worried, one must acknowledge tlie superiority of

1 W]hea"~faculties of others.
a 1 ~oVuEAfYes read books of a philosophical,
C-favoN;. metaphysical nature, that will he the time for him
aOpointUs Ajth his opinions about the same. Sufficient it
u b*Sim ~lat the anti-metaphysician is a— metaphysician.
\?é:’\lly nbns' criteria for judging the truth of a proposition
tiProk. %— ” An eyent is true for me if | judge that it
h| 0 ' hn ** He |II|u_|s_F]rates his doi:dtrlr}edofl; prob-
. ©'otoll® e sta | ere is a wor ifferesmee
H > > e %%'bili’ﬂy ari We probaility” of‘“'y’g(lns) dying
hodwllow e to remind him that probability is a.term
' b, W1ty and as such, cannot be applied to eévents. That

‘ events do not probably occur.—Yours, Gtc-'r,
Vernon Carter

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY

Report of Executive Meeting held June 15, 1950
The President, Mr. R. H. Rosetti, in the Chair.
Also present: Messrs. Griffiths, A. C. Rosetti, Ridley

Johnson, Ebury, Woodley, Page, Corstorphine, Barker, Mrs.
Quinton and the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read.

Financial statement presented. A report on the Annual
Conference in Sheffield included appreciation for the local
arrangements made by the Sheffield Branch, particularly the
Secretary, Mr. A. Samms. Conference report to be re-printed
from The Freethinker and circulated to branches and
members. Conference resolutions sent to the Home Office and
Labour Party acknowledged. An article based on *“ The
Inquisition ” was ordered to be printed hi leaflet form for
distribution.

A pending legacy of about £375 from a sympathiser in
Ceylon was reported. Arrangements for indoor lectures were
discussed and decisions made. Mr. F. A. Ridey will attend
the International «Summer School in Brittany during the

.autumn on behalf of tlie N.S.S.

Mrs. M. Quinton and Messrs. Griffiths and A. C. Rosetti
were elected as the Benevolent Fund Committee. Mr. F. A.
Hornibrook was co-opted to the Executive. New members
were admitted to Glasgow and Kingston Branches and to the
Parent Society. The Executive is alive to the case of the
Member for Belfast West and his seat in the House of
Commons; a decision to pass and forward a resolution of
protest was deferred pending the result of the matter raised
by the Member for Hornchurch.

Tlie next meeting of the Executive was fixed for Thursday,
'27th July, and the proceedings' closed.

JOHN SEIBERT,. General Secretary.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Burnley Branch N.S.S. (Market Place).— Sunday, 7 p.m.:
Mr. J. Crayton.

Bradford Branch N.S.S.
7 p.m..: Mr. H. Day.

Enfield.—Saturday, June 24, o-40 p.m.. Mr. J. Clayton.

Hapton.—Wednesday, June 28, 7-30 p.m.: Mr. J. Clayton.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.:
Mr. J. Barker.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).— Sunday, 3 p.m.:
Mr. G. Woodcock. (St. Mary’s Gate).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:
Mr. G. Woodcock. (Alexandra Park Gatos).—Wednesday,
June 21, 8p.m.: Mr. G. AVoodcock. (Bombed Site, St.
Mary’s Gate).—Lectures every Lunch Hour, 1p.m.: Mr. G.
W oodcock.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead
Heath).—12 noon: Messrs, F. A. Ridley and R. A.
Calvehley. (Highbury Corner).—7 p.m.: Air. F. A. Ridley.

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (0OJd Market Square).—Sunday,
6-30 p.m.: Messrs. T. Mosley and A. Elsmerk.

Rawtenstall '(Irwell Bridge).—Friday, June 23, 7-30 p.m.:
Mr. J. Clayton.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S.
Mr. A. Samms.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch).—
Sunday, 4 p.m.: Mr. C. E. Wood.

Indoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Satis Cafe, 40, Cannon Street).
Sunday, 7 p.m.: “sEuripides—A Great Greek Rebel,”
Air. H. Lennard.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Rod Lion Square,
AV.C. 1.).—Sunday, 11 a.m.: “ The Inspiration of Sacred
ALisic,” Air. Joseph McCabe.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Loco. Alen’s Institute, 62, Forest
Lane, Stratford).—Tuesday, June 27, 8 p.ni.. A Meeting.

(Broadway Car Park).—Sunday,

(Barker’'s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:

PSYCHO-ANALYSIS—A MODERN DELUSION. By
Frank Kenyon. Price 5s.; postage 3d.

ROME OR REASON? A Question for Today. By Colons*
R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d; postage Id.

SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER ESSAYS. By G. W. Foote.
Price, cloth 3s.; postage 3d.

SOCIALISM AND RELIGION.
s.; postage Id.

By F. A. Ridley. Price
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FORYOUR

BOOKS BY CHAPMAN COHEN

MATERIALISM RESTATED. 4s. 6(l. Five editions of this
important work have been printed and the value of the
book on this important subject is enhanced by its simplicity
of style.

GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. 3s. 6d. The author intro-
duces what he considers to be the right mental approach
to such fundamental Freethought subjects as: Morality,
Life, Mind, Evolution, and the (t Next World.”

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4. 2s. 6d.
Light in form but serious in purpose. These essays are
suggestive, provocative, and will start you thinking.

DETERMINISM OR FREEWILL. 2s. Gd. Fourth Edition. A
short concise exposition of the philosophy of Determinism
shorn of all irrelevances and confined to eslsentials.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. 3s. 6d. Third Edition. An
exposition of the incompatibility of Science and Religion.
Replies to Professors Eddington, Jeans, Huxley and
Einstein.

BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL. 3s. This is a Centenary
appreciation of the two great contemporaries to whose
great work in the cause of Freedom of. Thought the world
owes a great debt.,

AN ATHEISTS APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY. Is. 3d.
A study of Christianity from an unusual angle.

CHALLENGE TO RELIGION. Is. 3d. Four Lectures
deliberately designed to deal with the most relevant aspects
of Religion.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. 6d. Can Evolution be squared
with Christianity? A scathing answer to Modernists.

THEISM OR ATHEISM. 3s. 6d. The author’'s classic and
philosophical exposition of Atheism with an exhaustive
lucid reply to the Design argument.

PRIMITIVE SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT. 3s.
Here is a thorough examination of many terms used in
science and philosophy which still retain the “ Ghost of a
God.” Should be studied by every Freethinker.

CHRISTIANITY, WHAT IS IT? 2s. The Freethought
answer to a plain question put to Chapman Cohen by Free-
thinkers and Christians alike.

COD AND ME. 2s. Gd. Second Edition. These “ letters to
God 7 show the author as a satirist as well as a Free-
thought critic.

THOMAS PAINE (A PIONEER OF TWO WORLDS). Is. 4d.
A finely written appreciation of one of the greatest
Englishmen of all time—as well as a citizen of the world.

PAMPHLETS FOR THE PEOPLE, Nos. 1 to 18. 2d. each.
16pp. Cloth bound in one* volume 5s. In simple language
these pamphlets contain the quintessence of the author’s
long experience of Freethought problems. No Free-
thinker’s library should be without the complete volume.

The above works represent not merely a complete Freethought
library, but the work of a lifetime of Freethought activity.

THE COMPLETE SET PRICE £2 6s. 6d. POST FREE
Add 3d. postage for single volumes.

June 25, 1**

BOOKSHELF

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE PAPACY

by F. A. RIDLEY

Author of Julian the P, The Je:

The author traces in scholarly fashion the
origin and history of the Papacy down to our
own day. He points out that a unique feature
of modern civilisation is the spread o*
irreligion, not, as hitherto, among the
aristocratic cliques or solitary pioneers, but
among the masses.

The Literary Guide*

i i/- Stiff Cover :
Price i/ 80 pages Postage i

The Freethought Case simply and concisely Put

Propaganda L cafl«en
Ideal for distribution at meeting

Christian Ethics. Does Man Desire God? Are Christ]”t
Inferior to Freethinkers ? The Beliefs of Unbelievers. W1
is Secularism ? Do you want the Truth ? Sunday Cinenl

4-page folders I/- per 100 from the
Gen. Sec. N.S.S. 41, Grays Inn Road.

Back numbers of rhe FREETHINKER can also be had for distriboucn I

HAS HISTORY A MEANING

by
Professor Benjamin Farrington
(Foreword by Professor V. Gordon Childc.)

The Conway Memorial Lecture, 1950, is a provocative
and brilliant analysis of tbe great social tran*
formations from early times down to the present day*

Price 2/- Postage 2d.

SOUTH PLACE ETHICAL SOCIETY,
CONWAY HALL, RED LION SQ., LONDON, W J

From all Booksellers or direct from the

PIONEER PRESS

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Prea* fO. W. Foote and Company limited), 41, Gray's Inn Road, London, W.O. 1



