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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Rethought in India

Ihe vast sub-continent of India, which recently 
"'•entered the world of sovereign states, two important 
>v®?t8 have occurred. On January 26 the Bepu ic o 
;n'!la was proclaimed, and about the same tune organised 
ll'onalisf and humanist movements first appealectadia.

i u *  lndisputable that the events are of great 
;ul([ j ia^ce for the future evolution both of Freethought 

* ’ n̂cba is) traditionally, the most religious 
of y ?n the world. For nowhere does the influence 
proble 1̂ i°.n aPpear to be more pervasive. It is 
d ^ ^ i c a l  whether Hinduism is to be more accurately 
e0\le . !L'a a* a religion, a racial philosophy, or a social 

}• ,w^ich respect it somewhat resembles Judaism. 
l3rieBn 1̂ lon is an integral part of Hinduism, its Brahmin 
^ t.n°0d derives its power ultimately from religious 

and the caste system itself, perhaps more 
fit fban actually religious in origins, is intertwined 
M iJ ly  Rfagc of its existence with ideas derived from 

ĵ b sources.
Siij,pr. i° thoughtful observer, there is nothing particularly 
0V0V ^lnS ni the overwhelming hold of religious notions 
CQ**dif ' Gbubl mind. Eacial history and climatic 
this r> . se^  to have conspired together to produce
Ui end.lri From the racial standpoint, the ideas expressed 
reeorti '111 Germany b.Y the * Aryan ”  theorists, most 
% rir| b.Y Hitler in Mein Kampf, form thé elementary 
d0 p la c e s  of the Brahmin philosophy which lias 
lhoils <d?d Hinduism and Indian society for the past two 
W w Dd gear's. Tn this respect, indeed, the Nazi 
tli£ Qi‘s were merely crude imitators of the authors of 
^lity s? stem> which ”  Aryan ”  blood and racial 
' • *°rin the distinguishing features of caste. The
ilia] i ,castcs of Brahmins, and the warrior caste 

which were the two dominant castes, owe 
AfV. ‘^^^dancy solely to one tiling; the purity of their 

bloodstream. Whilst the lower mixed-blood 
>stern Vaisyas-ahd Sudras) owe their inclusion in the 

thq onl.y to their modicum of Aryan blood. The 
”  (impure) non-Aryan (aboriginals) are 

birth as members^ of a conquered and hence 
. îh^s %  infèr»°r race.
1,1 orirr’ )ne °t the permanent roots of Hinduism is racial 
lfitl6l*1U j Gle Hi vine Eight of Race, we may call it. 
^ i 0llt ^ 10 derived his solar wheel (swastika) from the 
Müto ' /^ahm anio cult, similarly derived his racist

A J H J} ÇJ n t’ w **•» n aaav/u. w vt-w t wxaviv;iiy
°;volve crossed the Khyber Pass, has had time to
ô<JeVri * facial ])hilosophy into a complexity that its 
a A/«; german disciples lacked the time to achieve.

m C ' n, Ka
,l \ ‘>I'1,y -only.

Ul,ght, ‘^^leut Brahmins went far beyond this; they
ine Eight of Eace, but its actual

°un7 ^  from Indian sources. But Hinduism, with 
W ' 0* * * *  years in which to develop since the ancient. US fivc.4- -• • -■ — - -

u°$o t H itler propounded racism as a political

~  _ U  L <4X11X11  I I

i<a unly the Divi

Divine origin. In the laws of Manu, the pseudonymous 
Brahmin legislator of ancient India, now accepted as 
canonical by modern Hinduism, the various castes are 
divinely created with, of course, the. Brahmins as, so to 
speak, God’s own caste. No man, however holy, famous 
or brilliant, can change his caste in this life. But, by 
a truly masterly touch which would have delighted 
Macchiavelli, reincarnation may enable the obedient 
slave of the Brahmins to become a Brahmin himself in 
his next life. The age-long system of Brahmin 
ascendancy is based ultimately on a fraudulent system 
of post-dated and post-mortem cheques.

The fact was that the Brahmins very early realised 
that truth aptly expressed by a modem politician “  you 
can do anything with bayonets except sit on them.”  A 
permanent system of racial oppression cannot continue 
merely on a basis of sheer force, it requires an ideology 
in which its subjects believe. The social truth that lies 
behind the famous dictum “  religion is the opium of the 
people ”  was obviously well known to the ancient 
Brahmins who may perhaps be described as the original 
patentees of spiritual “  opium.”

However, the Aryan philosophy of racial ascendancy 
is only one of tlie permanent roots of Hindu religiosity. 
The other, equally potent one is to be found, as 
already Buckle insisted in his famous work, in the 
overwhelming character of the natural forces before 
whose capricious ascendancy man is so frequently power­
less. In particular, the irregular winds of the monsoon 
continually threaten India with drought and famine.

A French philosopher. Robert Louzon, has recently 
made an interesting comparison between the attitude 
to religion of the two greatest Asiatic nations. The 
Hindu is the most religious of men because he bows 
down before and seeks to propitiate natural forces which 
he cannot control, but which effectively determine his 
economic existence. -Contrarily, the Chinese are the 
“  least religious of mortals ”  precisely because they are 
faced with the constant danger of inundation from the 
overflow of their great rivers against which prayer is 
useless, but which can he checked by the arduous labour 
of building dykes. Hence the pragmatic motto of 
Chinese religious ethics Laborare est orare. Actually, 
Louzon’s comparison is insufticiént since it ignores the 
social basis of Hinduism, but it seems to draw attention 
to an important and neglected aspect of the problem.

The traditional Hindu society thus created by racial 
policy aided by climatic conditions has proved to possess 
amazing tenacity and resiliency. It has successively 
checked and absorbed the atheistic and pantheistic 
philosophies which have arisen on Indian soil. To-dav, 
one can combine the ritual code of Hinduism with a 
starkly atheistic philosophy if one so desires, always 
provided that the social foundation, the caste'system, 

.is retained. Thus, any Hindu can be a rationalist as 
long as he confines his rationalism to theology and does 
not question the irrational social system of the Brahmin 
legislators.
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Two world-religions have sought in vain to destroy this 
monolithic Brahmin fortress; Buddhism and Islam. 
Buddhism, in its origins, apparently a revolt of the 
warrior caste; to which Gautama Buddha himself 
belonged, against Brahmin ascendancy, actually dis­
placed Hinduism for several centuries. But the pacifist 
ethiq of Buddhism proved unequal to the' essential task 
of defending India against recurring invasions. This 
seems to have been the real reason for its failure to» 
maintain itself in its land of origin.

The later invasion of Islam left more permanent traces, 
it, too, temporarily subjugated India under the Moguls, 
but unlike Buddhism, it lias remained strong enough to 
partition the sub-continent into India and Pakistan. A 
cosmopolitan and monotheistic creed, without castes, 
and which proclaims the equality of all “ True Believers 
in an equality of slavery to Allah, the ideology of Islam 
clashes at every point with that of Brahminism. The 
history of modern India is largely the record of the often 
bloody conflicts between these rival and utterly irrecon­
cilable' ideologies.

it is thus evident that the history of India is primarily 
the history of racial and religious ideology. Genuine 
rationalism has not been unknown in the past to the 
subtle» Indian intellect, hut the objective factors- of race 
and climate have always been too strong for its effective 
propagation. A modern industrial society such as is now 
arising in India will provide it with a. potent auxiliary; 
mankind’s mastery over nature, whilst a more scientific 
sociology has already abolished “  untouchability ’ ’ and 
is steadily undermining the whole racial-religious ideology 
of caste. The rise of a humanist rationalism may well 
prove not less important than its newly-won political 
independence. For it will both liberate and unite a 
nation with incalculable mental and material resources 
\vhieh: say, a century hence, will probably he one, of tile 
world s greatest and most cultured nations.

F. A. RIDLEY.

GLORIES OF THE VICTORIAN ERA

THERE are three superb periods in English annals. 
These were the age of Elizabeth, the Augustan age of 
the last of the Stuarts, and that of Victoria. This last, 
if second to the Elizabethan in music and drama, dis­
played a versatility previously unknown. In imaginative 
literature and science it excelled all antecedent centuries. 
Plays, were pre-eminent in Shakespeare’s day; the 
Victorian novel occupied a seat of supremacy without 
precedent. If history produced no Gibbon, it was 
represented by giants such as Grote, Buckle, Macaulay, 
Maitland, Froude, Carlyle and Becky, to name no other 
illustrious writers. Tennyson, ‘Browning and Swinburne 
were* all splendid masters of prosody, while Meredith’s 
Modern Love and Hardy’s Dynasts rank as first-rate 
achievements. Pictorial art found great masters in 
Watts, Millais, Burn© Jones and Sargent, while to 
Buskin, Turner was the finest landscape» painter the 
world has ever seen, while in science and philosophy, men 
like Faraday, Darwin, Lyejl, and the evolutionary 
expositor, Herbert Spencer, served to transform the 
outlook of the intellectual world.

As Lytton Strachey shows in his biography of Queen, 
Victoria, she was a woman of limited views. Still, she 
possessed “  horse sense,”  and this enabled her to1 over­
come many difficulties when assisted by the advice of a 
series of shrewd statesmen. Her reign was a time of 
imperial expansion and, on the whole, the foreign and 
colonial policy pursued was markedly successful. England

had many advantages in industry and commerce. Di'­
ti. P. Gooch avers in Soditi and Political Idea» oj -
V¡dorian .1 ye(Harrap, 1933) that we inherited boththe

wheat and the tares of the 18th. century. He
that: 1'lie lead that was .gained by W att <»and ‘ lie
inventors of textile machinery was maintained fo*. over
a century, 
industrv. so

•hi11'
Wfc

As we were first in the‘field with *ÏUIC
for rail*»«

(tÓ
O*1

were first in the race ior , lCjj 
George1 bteplienson inaugurated a, second revolution,  ̂ W 
brought with it a period of feverish enterprise. ..
iir.st steamship crossed the Atlantic in 1858 ;lll(1 
geographical position enabled us to take full adva* 
of the new markets beyond the seas.”  When our <■' 
and iron deposits were utilised, we built up ouV invah1̂  
cotton and woollen industries and London beciunt 
centre of the financial realm.

Vet, despite all material success with its i »>»*£, 
accumulation of wealth, in periods of business dept^sl 
the privations of the masses were deplorable. CondiR  ̂
however, improved as the century advanced, w û 1 . 
may be confidently said that our national wealth 
never more equitably distributed than it is to-day*  ̂

Intellectual, liberty found eloquent expression 111 V,, 
writings’ of the Benthamites, especially in those of 
Stuart Mill who, declares Gooch ‘ ‘"'In bis book* Vi

Jjibcrty, 'The Subjection of Women and Bepresca^ilil̂ \ 1 B 
Government presented a ’ system more complete H  ll1 
more humane than any other country could boast—" I 
souled individualism which aimed at spiritual 
realisation,, and an educated democracy which 
guarded the conscience of its members.” *

Mill’s dread of State despotism was shared by SP^j 
whose sturdy individualism was never modified, altbW, 
it is oilt of fashion a**., /'nihwi;«;/.»^

se»»

$

iii present-day Collectivism.
states, Spencer “  was 11 i

h
as Professor Hearnshaw >vcia * - r ,
man and a notable thinker. Many of the principle ( 
which he gave expression were principles of perin^111 
validity and importance. . . . Certainly not 
his painful prophecies have been fulfilled, and not*1 , 11 
of his solemn warnings justified by the course of eVtl,l|v| ,y 
There are many welcome signs that'thoughtful nie1?. t.:i | 
beginning to open his books again in search of p°l! 
guidance in these difficult and anxious days/*

W\ if

Again, Dr. Hearnshuw opines that Herbert Spenl tJ’i
“  contributions both to the science and philosophy 
nineteenth century were of'the highest importance vl,, - 
the sphere of ethics and psychology he will be princip' I
. .   . . . I .  . . .  1 . . . . .  4 . 1 .  . . . .  . . .  . A . . .  £ _____ *' '1 ! . .  1 i ’  . . .  i - l l P .  I 1, I

;

tit*

remembered as the man who found in evolution the 
to the reconciliation of the inductive and deduc 
schools of ’thought.”

Catholic emancipation having been granted 
and his associates at Oxford were embarking on - ,u 
conversion to Rome* Wiseman returned to' London b y 
Italy in 1835 and a Romanist hierarchy was soon, ^  ‘A 
lisbed. Catholics emerged from obscurity and P{llll|()1 
their faith, and their leaders have been growing 
aggressive and demanding greater privileges ever 
They now claim favours in a nominally Protestant coU11̂ ; 
which, the Church sternly refuses to all. non-Cath0 
in lands where her priesthood exercises authority. ( 

Tlie outstanding novels of the Victorian era &rt> )r 
numerous to mention. Scott died in 1882, but Dk‘hl i,
Thaekerav, the Brontes, George Eliot, Charles
Hardy and Meredith were all eminent Victorians. * ],
(Jo per field is Dickens’s supreme achievement, ^  
Pick wick Papers hardly ranking as a novel. ThaclWlL]t’ 
Vanity Fair and ¿Esmond are* works of genius, 'W.lJ 

.George Eliot’s M 'i dd-le march is acclaimed VL

\

h

hó

%

%

K

Walpole; as the greatest novel in our language
by

fin
lì«
Ml
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'T e,nn9 Heights of Emily Bronte is another 
F wliie't of ji  female pen. George Elio: s star ia , t
1 le^ “ t years, but the Brontes have been restored 

2 ular favour, while Anthony Trollope,  ̂ long 
appeared as dead as Queen Anne, has now a 
01 waders, even for his most inferior fictions.

/fe ll 's  celebrated Principles of and Spencer «
°und Psychology anticipated Darwm s nuth f  | A

k* Origin of Species, which awakened tlie traditions hsts
10111 their intellectual torpor. Also, l<ar® ay s ' \V\vwell 
“Searches and the investigations of Clerk Î *

J la te ly  led to the establishment of wirelesedelegraphj , 
^ R a y le ig h ’s acoustic studies and Sir George D am m s 

'•d discoveries with Professor J. • lhomp*>o 
, Periment-ation maintained the eminence o 
ll( 8e school of physicists.

A ' 80’ Sir Joseph Hooker’s improved botanical classi ea- 
and development of Kew Gardens; tRo astronomical 

figem ents made possible by the use of Lord R ^ se  
anb telescope, and the fruitful spectographie studies 

i’ ' ‘''ofessor H uggins ; Professor Ramsay s discnemun ...lUHl jj1 (>J1 our planet, first detected in the solar spectr 
^ntni;;Veigh,s discovery of argon, all made substai^>ution
va,si '!lt nc>t least, as Dr. Gooch reminds us 
of ^
K

fcM 
ill,

um, 
substantial

w e iû  of synthetic philosophy traced 
()Jution throughout the whole field of

‘ 1̂ CXnf‘rirmr»n» ’ *

ist i , " s to contemporary botany and physics. And• but r»/v4. i__.„ 1 ~ *y , v , * &Spencer s
the working-
nature and

experience.
n t}|1 ° Ver» Dr. Tyler well and truly laid the foundations 

"l aiifl flnonuiIlen,tal achievements of Sir James Frazer 
Mill, Ideological science, while Maine  ̂ Bagehot, Grote, 

‘l°clc, Maitland, Trevelyan, Macaulay, Freeman 
J Wii, l()Uĉ e’ among many other illustrious writers, 
W  their various departments of research. Fuvther-
*ner,i John R idchard Green composed the history, not
Peopjf (d k*ngs and conquests, but that of the English 

Ijjj memselves.
die Yi ^^dde other outstanding personalities adorned 

c|rlan age which was certainly the most versatile, 
tlle mental rival of Athene in the marvellous 

1 t})U£ (1* Pericles. “  It is true,”  observes Dr. Goocli, 
but WoVv? see many things through different spectacles; 
Mth J'j 8ball he well advised to confront our difficulties 

industry and thoroughness, the courage and 
Pet^ ce  of the Victorian cm .”

T. F. PALMER

t h o u g h t s  o n  r e l i g i o n

\ ^ R E  a
Wm

IV
w aethod of convincing one’s enemies that they 

"Vo* c 8 their opinion i* found in the following 
!>iiiU) '!°n Lossuet regarding Theodosius I in his 
Ĉ̂ Z/// S HUr* I histoire universelle: “  11 fit taire 1c$
T jidd * ’. % (“  He made heretics shut up.” l 

' ''‘l-erl( ° Spls b surnamed the Great, A.d. ,346-395, was 
atfri  ̂ ()1 °i the Rorpan Empire from 379 until his death 
IlU(| p S/ 1 ^m nt under whose reign Arians, other heretics, 
‘‘‘g were persecuted. His intolerance in enforc-
GlKl;,;\h(),i(-ism like the j)ersecutions ordered by 

.' la\>(.(1(j b i s  predecessor,' without doubt established 
I1' ' 'b for the policy of intolerance and persecution
li|sfol|tls ()f belief wlijcb the Homan Catholic Church 
,<>ibbTed < «  so many centuries.
',}ll>irr)]\ 'Vroto lu T̂ vv Dr dine and Fall of the Roman 

11< uUild.c bapter X aTVII, that Theodosius in fifteen years 
‘ll|<i at least fifteen edicts against the heretics

‘‘ially against those who rejected the doctrine

of the Trinity. Gibbon further wrote that, “  The guilt 
of the Manichaean heresy was esteemed of such magni­
tude that it could be expiated only by the death of the 
offender; and the same capital punishment was indicted 
on the Audians, or Qucurtodecimans, who should dare to 
perpetrate the atrocious crime of celebrating on an 
improper day the festival of Easter. Every Roman might 
exercise the right of public accusation; but- the office of 
Inquisitors of the Faith, a name so deservedly abhorred,- 
was firs: instituted under the reign of Theodosius. Yet 
we are assured that the execution of his penal edicts 
was seldom enforced; and that the pious emperor 
appeared less desirous to punish than to reclaim or 
terrify his refractory subjects.”

The religious songs which are solemnly sung in badly- 
pronounced Latin by church singers who rarely under­
stand Latin are wearisome. The use of songs and rituals 
written in ancient languages Hike Latin and Hebrew 
gives an air of mystery to religious, sendees; for no one 
knows what is being sung or said; and, of course, 
mysteries are necessary ingredients of religions.

Churches are places where people meet to be seen in 
their best clothes and to gossip about each other and 
to be gossiped about and then be bored and sometime^ 
asleep while a priest or a preacher, the rash would say 
a charlatan, preaches a bad discourse on morality, im­
mortality, God, etc., wliich is understood by few of those 
who hear it-. It is * not the truth which he tries to 
teach; for, if he tried* that, he would probably have no 
hearers; it is rather a traditional system of belief founded 
on the fables, unreliable history, and generally bad 
philosophy of a hook called the Bible written mostly by 
the ancient Jews, that he expounds. Churches might 
be regarded as symbols of human ignorance; and it might 
be concluded that, wherever there are a great number 
of churches, men are more ignorant; and this is a correct 
conclusion.

It is to be doubted that Christianity has brought peace 
and happiness to anyone as has been pretended by its 
adherents; but, if we grant that it probably brings the 
quiescence of ignorance to those who are already ignorant, 
for every case of quiescence there are ten cases of meti 
in whose lives it has done no good. Intolerance,
fanaticism, and the ruining of the intellect are three 
of its products; and they do not resemble peace and 
happiness. That religion can bo the source of mental 
peace, as the religionists and the pseudopsychologists of 
recent years have said, is something that only those 
who have never intelligently studied *tlie religions of the 
world would say.

That there is peace and happiness in Jesus Christ is 
a stock doctrine of Christianity. It is safe to assume 
that few have experienced this dreary peace- and 
happinessy In that writing indicating lack or loss of 
emotional balance called he Memorial, Pascal wrote:
”  Certitude. Certitude. Sentiment. Joie. Paix." And 
further: ”  Joie, joie, joie, ¡dears de joie.’ ’ This joy is 
vaporous and imaginary. The false and repressive 
doctrines of Christianity could produce only misery and 
dreariness of soul.

The fear of God is no doubt a development of men’s 
fear of natural, phenomena some of which, they formerly 
regarded as gods. The fear of God, inherited from the 
religion of the Jews, has been a fundamental tenet of 
the Christian*. Tn Chapter XII, verse 13, of the 
Book of Ecclesiastes, which is the only really philo­
sophical book in the Bible, we have a Jewish expression 
regarding the fear of God from which the Christians 
have in part derived their tenet: “  Let us hear the con­
clusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
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commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 
In Proverbs, I, 7, it is written 'that: “  The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.”  It might be better said that 
fear of any kind is disastrous to knowledge; and fear of 
Jehovah, who is the Lord in this case, has not aided 
human knowledge as is shown by 'the history of Europe 
and the Americas where the Christian religion has been 
an obstruction to philosophy and science. The fear of 
God is not a noble human sentiment; for no form of 
fear is noble.

The whole structure of religious superstition is based 
on fear; and the ’tyranny of fear exercised by the priests 
is possible only because men are too lazy and dull to 
investigate intellectual matters for themselves.

If fears of gods, ghosts, devils, hell, and damnation 
were not taught to children, they could n6t, if ’they grew 
to be reasonable men instructed in philosophy and 
science, have such fears. If the use of fear were not 
a racket of the- priests, a man would scarcely approach 
death with fears about meeting an avenging god. 
Someone must invent, keep alive, and disseminate 
religious error and fear; for fear of the unknown, while 
it is universal, could not assume the definite and atrocious 
shape of fear of a merciful god unless the religionists 
kept the thoughts of men poisoned with such a fear.

Fear is a heritage of man; but lie does not naturally 
come forth from his mother’s womb equipped with the 
claptrap of religious fears; for they are human inventions 
and must be acquired through exposure to them.

The fear of death is used by preachers to obtain 
conversion from their dupes; and an efficient way of! 
getting results with this fear is for the preachers to 
illustrate the uncertainty of life and how sinners easily 
pass up salvation, die unexpectedly, and go to eternal 
damnation in the fires of hell. Then, it is helpful if the 
preachers declare that they do not play on the emotions 
of their hearers in order to convert them ; for honesty 
is necessary in matters of religion.

A part of the art of religious writing consists in saying 
at least twice what could be well said once or perhaps 
better not said at all. This art is illustrated at its best 
in Hindu scriptures.

When it is reflected that the dense books of religion 
and theology have in general been written about purely 
imaginary things, the highness of human 'intelligence 
and the honesty of men rightly become doubtful.

W ILLIAM  RITTENOUR (U.S.A.).

April 23,

references 'to life and literature which make him 
0 ’e most readable of all writers on London.

A glance at the. contents page will show how 
t> i'e ,rlr*' ,̂ le i*as cast. Beginning with FilllC.i 
f  ocahontas, he has dealt with some of the most J 
famous names m literature, poetry and art. (Curiou^ 
not one famous musician.) There are splendid chap / 
among others, on William Penn, Benjamin F ra ^  
Thomas Paine, Washington Irving It. W.
Ldgar Allan Poe,’ 0 . W. Holmes, Motley, Hawtho»’ ; 
Whistler, Mark Twain, and, of course, Moncure Conwtf 
Ihej are not just dry-as-dust chapters either. _Mr> 1 

oi vs in his knowledge of the by-ways of London ^
LI/vItuiq VK.much, if not more than, of 'the highways 

fascinating record it is. • v
It is always most interesting to read what ti& 

from America or the Continent
elk*

do*___ ____ __ **ave'said about Lo ^
and Mr. Kent’s chapter on Benjamin Silliman l (Ii 
1864.) with i'ts copious extracts from SiHunan e 
of Travels in England (1810) will eive reader

lopious
in England ^íonij wm give ^

excellent idea of that author’s acute observation ‘ (()
comments 
The same

on what London 
can be said of

aw
looked like 145 yealgj,¡:[di

Washington Irving s
iinol', unfortunately not so well known these, 
it once was. Mr. Kent has done Londoners a S' ^
in marking for us so many passages Irom the  ̂
so many famous Americans. Apart from descrip^  
of places, we have extracts describing our own & j  
men. Motley’s portraits of Thackeray, Macaulay 
Disraeli were well worth transcribing again, and * 
of us who remember the Scarlet Letter will wan 1. | 
read what the great American novelist, Natnaj(1 
Hawthorne, has to say of people like Charles 
Monkton Millies, and the Brownings. Moncure ConV> j:, 
portraits of the great men lie met make also .fasoinJl 
reading. _ ]cjl

The hook lias many fine illustrations, in c lu d in g ^  j,i 
reproduction of the house where Thomas Paine 
Lewee—now a. modern cafe; and there are more chd ^  
on other American memorials and benefactions. 
our visitors, they will find the chapters on Muse^  ̂
Galleries, and Miscellaneous and useful inform*1 
invaluable.

I feel sure that all those Americans, who buy ,, 
book only as a “  guide,”  will later treasure it 
very worthy addition to their library bookshelves, 
this goes as well, for even hardened Londoners.

h ; c u t n b

1

“  LONDON FOR AMERICANS ”

HOW FVER much some people may disagree with 
Mr. William Kent on the Shakespeare' problem, there 
can be no two opinions as to his knowledge of the 
highways and by-ways of London. It is truly encyclo­
pedic. One would have thought that he had, in his 
numerous hooks on the Great Metropolis, exhausted' 
this matter, hut here he is again with an intensely 
interesting work on London for Americans (Staple Press, 
7s. 6d.) full of all sorts of literary lore and pictures 
appealing, .if 1 may say so, quite as much to Englishmen 
ns to Americans.

Considering that the United States was a one time 
British colony, it is not surprising, of course, to find 
so many distinguished Americans visiting England in 
general and London in particular. And Mr. Kent has 
gathered together a large number of the most famous 
ones telling us where they lived and how they travelled 
and what they thought—all set off with those inimitable

A PHILOSOPHICAL CLASSIC

MOST people, whether Freethinkers or not, who 
interested in the relationship between religion and soi^ ,i 
and in that disputed borderland territory which lw* 
the edge of philosophy, will have a select shelf in 
libraries on which stands a series of 'books dealing  ̂ ,r 
these matters from various points of view. The aspej; 
from which these things are, studied need not he identli4|, 
indeed, in many cases they may he directly opp0*.̂  
But that does not make such hooks any the less interest 
to the philosophically-minded reader.

My own selection of hooks of this type included 
Jo-ad’s God\ and Evil, Prof. Levy’s The Univer^.^ 
Science, Dr. Julian Huxley’s Religion Without R evo lt1 $ 
the Rev. D. R. Davies’s On to Orthodoxy, Mr. ChaplllL 
Cohen’s Materialism Re-Stated, and Dr. B. H. Street ,, 
Reality. Tt will be dear that this is* a very mixed ^  
v a r y in g  in approach from Atheism to the strk. ^ 
Christian orthodoxy; but every hook in this list, I 
is a book from which thinkers of all schools can F
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something. I  know that they all have something to 
1 Juy own attitude of mind to-day, even r  1 “ . fc

liât they have helped me to make up my mmd as to 
1 do not believe.

I am writing here, however, mainly to diaw tin 
1 ''’dion of what must now he a new generation o 
‘o a volume which seems to me to have been one of w e  
anhnal books of twenty years or so back a ^

V s m of great importance.' I  refer to Dr. S t r e e t ^  
eohty, a volume which was deliberately designed 

°ld in a satisfactory manner a philosophy "  11C1 ' ,, 
,ecePt the findings of science, and which shall non®
.'** 110t offend against the religious ideas of a large - 
;>;of intelligent people. Ugl was first

fV sbn - a  fair indication of the attention which the 
IIK)b attracted on its first appearance.

! know that many of Dr. Streeter’s ideas'
'gious, matters were not those which the iaCllviynU

in
im-

Vmrcl‘ member"would have whole-heartedly approved. 
W  for tllat matter, were they those which would appeal 
3 tlle strictest, Freethinker. But Dr. Streeter was a 
„ 8enuine intellectual integrity, and Ins summing-up ot
S  l^Werm of science in its relation to theology was a
]VUme'y valuable contribution to thought m the 1J-U s. 
indeed, a.s ] have already tried to suggest, it has it* 

U(‘ ut the present time.
, Al|d what is the main point that Dr. Streeter attempted 

This is what gives his book value, esp ecia l 
u„th°se who may have a mixture of science and art in 
t!V! fvmpcranietrial make-up. He suggests that seienc 
iU(.^e most part, concentrates on what is mathematic 
ce.J'rahle; religion, on the other hand, tends o
Soil ■ute on what may best he called quality. This has 
S l e m b i ;  nice to Herbert Spencer/s famous classifica-

°Ut
*ble. which religion was concerned with the unknow-

th&
ll°f wholly in tlie Marxist sense) is. in many ways not

As an example 
nd is going to visit

^  ut Dr. Streeter was mainly occupied in pointing 
(and ^1G distinction between quantity and quality
Unii].̂  VVUoJLy in the Marxist sense) b 
°( thi ^^ between science and art 

dc indicates that if a frienc 
'Vg u uri(l wants to know something about the place, 

d l̂elp him by giving him a good map of the city• leiice\h1'.-Uj ) or by presenting him with a copy of a famous 
l0cxst i, f  ̂‘ W . Turner (art). The map will be 
^6 6it ’ ^ 'ie wants to find Ilia way around

J>llt if lie wants to find out the sort of place that 
Mctu ls. iu other words, to sample its quality— the 

^ ( will probably be more valuable.
Uldiel !Sf 1Uuni.fe«tly impossible in the space of a short 
(,\'en V)  ̂ justice to a long and closely-argued book, or 
'“♦on 0 summarise its main points.* But what lias already 
V t  jS<ll(| s'1Quld, I  think, be sufficient to indicate to 

,i('ers that this is an important volume.
S i iv a ally’ there, are sections of it which,’ at this com- 
il o]lilT -V time, tend to date. There is, for instance, 
S t C ; v- on “  The New Psychology',”  which deals with 
I’hig j ° lles of Freud and other schools of psycho-analysis. 
^ 1111, >NV reads in a somewhat old-fashioned manner, but 
tlucidnVim° ^ rne R anticipates many later criticisms and 
H>lmi"s °̂r ^dnkers of all schools such of the apparently 
*UP«rt(.\lary sc'en^ c investigations as liave by less 

Tlw» 1,1 \writers been gretted as completely new. 
’̂ioiitif1 . udo uiind which is usually regarded as 
S Rll (. 's ho constant in t its general approach, even 

of its bases may have altered,- that a book 
. ' «,in vmd> penetrating beneath the superficial outlook 
U < 'T»U.1S’ importance, even though many of the

( f'Rories of science may have since developed.

That Dr. Streeter has disputable passages is, of course, 
undeniable. The fact that he was a Church of England 
clergyman partly intent on reconciling science and 
religion, will tend to invalidate some of his findings., both 
for scientists and for those liberal thinkers attached to 
the more progressive religious bodies.

But the general argument of his book is so well set-out, 
so neatly rounded off, that the book deserves to be widely 
read, even now, more than twenty years after its first 
publication.

The volume will not appeal to extremists on either side 
of the theological fence. But since there seems to be, 
developing in the religious world an attitude not unlike 
that adopted by Communists and Boman Catholics in the 
world of politics, it may be that the work of Dr. Streeter, 
taken with that of such Rationalists as.Dr. Julian Huxley, 
may Help to build up that “  Third Force ”  (to use the 
phrase of the French politicians) which will eventually 
stand between the two extremes. If the religious thinker 
is to have no choice, except to join the ranks of the 
Vatican, or to become an orthodox Atheist of the purely 
Marxist type, the theological and the political outlook of 
the world will*not appear very promising to many of us, 
Freethinkers and Liberal Christians alike. But if there 
is to be an alignment of forces which makes room for the 
independent thinker who dislikes both orthodoxies equally, 
then such writers as Dr. Streeter still have an important 
part to play.

JOHN* ROWLAND.

FREETHOUGHT IN WESTERN GERMANY
RECENTLY the Archbishop of York complained to 
Britain and the rest of B.B.C. listeners of the exaspera­
ting fact that “  in America, as in Britain, the great 
majority of the people are untouched by any form of 
organised religion ”  and he was seconded by his Roman 

' Catholic rival, Mgr. R. A. Knox, who complained and 
confirmed this, same ”  strong tendency away from the 
Christian faith, away from C o d ”  by admitting that. 
“  religion is still losing its hold from year to year . . 
These delightful confessions which make , Christian 
statistics look foolish are also echoed in Western Germany.

Said Dr. B. von Tadens-Triglat, of the German 
Christian Student Movement, in an article, ”  Church 
Without Congregation ”  in a local Lutheran paper: —

”  People reject not only particular dogma-, with 
which they find no connection any more, but they 
resist the whole world of Christian beliefs ; the world 
outlook of the Bible, its piety, the absolute truth of 
salvation, the figure of Christ, the Cross and the faith 
in resurrection. This is, perhaps, not fought publicly, 
but they also do not ponceaFthat all inner contact 
with Christianity lias, been completely lost.”

Now to fight publicly against churches and for secular­
ism, the German freethinkers of the Western zones liave 
formed a union of, up to now separate groups. At a 
conference of four freethought societies in Hanover, 1949, 
”  Die Arbeitsgemeinschaft'freigeistiger Verbände ”  was 
founded. It passed a resolution ”  to resume work at 
once on a wide front and to appeal to particular groups 
to associate.”  Its leading group is, ”  Deutscher 
Freidenker Verband ”  with headquarters in Hamburg; 
President Herr Kurt Neumann. Two of Hamburg's 
publishing houses and one in Stuttgart have published a 
few free thought pamphlets. The new official organ of 
the “  AFV ”  is ”  Die Geistes freineiti ”  (free thought), 
published in Ha now i*.

GREGORY S. SMELTERS.
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ACID DROPS

While Roman Catholic speakers say very little about 
unity ”  except in accordance with instructions from 

the Vatican, members of other denominations are still 
at it as if anything they say will make Rome budge an 
inch. For example, Canon Smyth told an audience the 

.other day that unity was quite impossible unless it meant 
unity in Christ, and therefore “  in the Father.”  It 

was quite clever of him. Then Dr. Newton Flew 
catalogued ”  the “  agreements ”  between the sects— 

as if agreements mattered two hoots to Rome. It was 
the disagreements which caused the schisms. And so 
long as there are disagreements, unity is a beautiful castle 
in Spain.

The Rev. R. L. Roberts asks “  How can you possibly 
ask me to turn my life upside-down because of something 
that happened so long, so very long ago?”  And his 
answer js that, as “  'the Lord Jesus in his mercy has 
arranged for the past to be carried forward into the 
present, ’ ’ it is the love “ which we see in Christ crucified” 
which is ever present “  in abiding power.“  He admits 
that we cannot “  understand ”  it, that it is a “ mystery”  
— so what? We know that the Lord Jesus is with us 
and what more can we want? And some people wonder 
why it is still necessary to attack such incredible rubbish.

The statement made by the Archbishop of York recently 
that Roman Catholics get converted to Anglicanism in 
about the same numbers that Rome gets converts from 
tlie Church of England lias been challenged by Fr. 
J. Heenan and declared to be “  simply not true.”  Even 
the Church Times is Sorry that Dr. Garbett said it—sorry 
that he is trying emulate Rome which is always boasting 
of its many conversions. Quality is what the Church of 
England wants—not quantity. Fr. Heenan admits that 
some people “  flit ”  about from one religion to another, 
but lie wants Dr. Garbett to give exact figures and in this 
he will reciprocate.

Fr. Heenan made a lot of fun of a Church which could 
hold such a variety of belief as shown by the Communist 
Dean of Canterbury, the almost complete unbeliever Dr. 
Barnes, the complacent Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
ihe near Roman Catholic, Dr. Wand. Well, that may be 
so, but at least let us grant them their use of reason if 
only in a small degree. It is at least better than the 
complete surrender of reason by the average Roman 
Catholic—like Fr. John Heenan.

Many Jews pin a Bible text in a small container outside 
their front door— whether to frighten away evil spirits 
or to welcome the visitation of angels is not quite clear. 
However, Fr. Donovan of Scranton, U.S.A., has attached 
one to his crucifix and is very happy about it. He thinks 

‘ a, Catholic should be proud to carry one about with him. 
But surely it would be far better to carry the complete 
Bible? The power of warding off evil spirit« must be far 
greater with all the texts than just a solitary one?

Perhaps the action of the Stowmarket (Suffolk) Council 
* will enable certain clergy to view themselves in the right 

perspective. For the Council have refused to grant a 
licence to build a house for the minister on the grounds 
that the building “  was not required for a key worker in 
an industry vital for National recovery.”  The councillors’ 
perspicacity does them credit and they should he invited 
to “  keep an eye ”  oh the religious infiltration of the 
Festival of Britain, the buildings for which are now aris-

hicM119

April

ing on the South Bank of the Thames and on  ̂
Churches have already staked their claim.

retends to
Ralph Champion of the Sunday Pictorial pv~- ^  

he shocked at the “  spivery ”  now in full swing 
In particular, he fulminates against the sale or c' cj.0ofà 
popes—which mechanically dispense blessm£s un­
disguised as priests, pickpockets in St. Peter s, il  ̂0[ 
fidence tricksters. Frankly, we fail to see , e b 
Mr. Champion’s anger; thè background is Pel 'e 0f tbe 
the Church herself has set many examples ; statute ^ o0i  
Virgin that move or roll their eyes, phials 0 
hundreds of years old, that liquify on commain 
that have murdered and stolen. And for the. 1*IS 
y$ars the Church has perpetrated the greatest c ° li,, (|(H> 
trick of all times— in fact, the “  humble pilgrim 
not need to he gulled, lie gulls himself.

One does not expect any kind of scholarship i l’()1̂ cent 
average spiritualist, but a Mr. G. Hobson, in a 1 ejgl 
number of Two Worlds, would easily take a potato 
for the least-informed amateur theologian possibly .¡^ 
He says, “  Spiritualists' do not believe in the
of Jes.us, his Immaculate Conception, or Virgin 
The “  Immaculate Conception ”  of Jesus would no  ̂  ̂
make Cardinal Griffin’s hair stand on end if iie
this precious announcement, but whatvhe would *aY)i 
the infantile explanation of the three things  ̂ 0f 
Spiritualists do not believe—though most of them 
course— we hardly like to think about.

Mr. Hobson confidently tells us that “  in b i^ , 
days a woman was a virgin until she gave birth to^ ;1 
first child,”  whereas to-day “  a woman is. no 1- 
virgin after submitting to sex relations with a man- 
to the “  ¡Immaculate Conception ” — about which * J 
Hobson knows as much as our tom cat— ” 
knowledge of ancient Eastern customs is at the x° ° ^  
this ignorance.”  Mr. Hobson, in proof of this, add* (| 
“  not so many years ago every bride in this countv) ^  
to spend her first night of marriage with the Lord ijs 
Manor.”  Words fail us, but if the Editor of Two b a ^ 
can put this kind of hopeless balderdash in his papc^lir 
are not surprised that even Spiritualists constantly ( 
plain of the sheer illiteracy of so many “  mediums.

i 1---------- rjllt
Herewith another instance of Christian reasoning r 

Rev. J. Fisher would like to see the prelimina1. |, 
divorce to include the birch and the “  cat.”  Thk’.̂ t 
says, “  would stop divorce which ; is a crime ftS*1 ,*! 
society.”  But why stop at including Hogging in div(>1 ,j| 
As Hogging is such a deterrent, why not use it. 0!1 /  
occasions? We can give him plenty of author^11 ¡i 
Christian ones— who imagined that flogging
universal panacea for all evils. We will even q11
case of two Hetims of smallpox who were whipped-

To join the vaccination queues in Glasgow- 111 
families missed church and Sunday schools, 
hardly a “  Christian ”  attitude. One would 
think that this life is more important than the next*

AJÍ 

T

THINGS WE WOULD L I K E  TO KNOW—
Now that Ingrid Bergman is become a b0., ' 

Catholic, will her films now be passed by the Amel 
(Roman Catholic) League of Decency? I

How do the 21 Roman Catholic- Labour Party  ̂ p 
square their “  Socialism ”  with Pope Bins’ En(\V( ,! 
QuadTugesimo Anno which lays it down that no C;l 
can be a Socialist?
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Telephono No-  Holborn 2601.
41, Gray’s Inn Road, 

London, W.C. 1.

Wh
1 Qnrietv in connectionieA the services of the National ^ Ĉ equired, all 

^lth Secular Burial Services are ~ crefary, B. H. F ton« should be addressed to the beer*
Omng as long notice as possible. /rom the Fubto'

'tf, Freethinker will he forwarded e and Abroad). 
ltlQ Office at the following rates ( months,

TVear, 17s.; half-year, 8«. ^ ^ ^ e c e i v e d  regularly, and 
^ following periodicals are heir̂  ^cr ”  office: Thb aL
' f  be consulted at “  The ^ ^  f  u.S.A.), ^ a n  ^Seeker (U.S.A.) Common Sense v a German an 
ra.S.A.), The Voice of FheedoM N w Zkabahd
English), Progressive World i\ ' i raiia) 1)eu FbeibW ionalist, The Rationaust (Austraii ,,
Switzerland), Don Basilio (Italy)-'' Ul f O'*’'»--

TO CORRESPONDENTS

"Pondentsplease write on one side of the paper and
r J CP i,l« r  letters brief This will give everybody a .cctUtp A7~*-6̂ A7 X* -Lllio W/H/tz J/M/C» SJ \s \s i *J U-

otites should reach the Office by Friday morning,

111 o SUGAR PLUMS
Vin̂  VJ1,mection with the National Secular Society’s 
!,Hl, " in ference at Sheffield during thei Whitsun week-
uri'm)('1 .nj;oril n̂8' coach trip into Derbyshire has beei 
bii(l P(( I°t Monday. Returning to* the Grand Hotel atm  win At. . u 1 n • i ' > i i ■1
\  (](|( llP bo do so. The return fare for the trip will b: 
UM ’ ’ an(l &£ arrangements must be made in advance 
kwv °c'ornmodation is. limited those wishing to join the

wil1 enable, those wishing; to return homei the

join- —  ----------O ■ ~ •>
H(.(J taking the trip must notify either the Genen 
tile )tary at 41', Gray’s, Inn Road, London, W.C, 1, o*. 

secretary, Mr. A. Samms, 18, Junction Road, 
( l°use, Sheffield.

Cty
%  Ay. lllt prayers have been, offered for the success of 
the j ?°nal Football Team in the cup final at Wembley, 
Pi'oviipv erP°ol team should turn out easy winners— 
quite -11* bhey keep off prayers. But surely God has 
hiekih:;i0u^h serious work on hand in the world without 

h goals, for the Arsenal at Wembley.

;l litti',:sK';i^ocher ”  of the Sunday'' Express; is taking 
llU(> Pi 1014ay from his usual smear campaign of delving 

fiu^ncial resources of Labour M.P.s. (The 
t'n* 0 *<s °f some, incidentally, make curious reading 
the 17 oneuts‘ of Socialism.) He is now concerned with 
IVtyUltliJer °t Atheists and Agnostics in the Labour 
Jhfe e flunks it a good thing that ordinary people 
'G o J *  Present, at the swearing-in of new M.P.s. 
ĥei a Christians might have noticed how many 

declined to take the oath,”  and “  that nearly . memW V . ™  VVere Tnemhers of the Socialist Party.”  The 
V * By on bhat the Labour Party must be so much 

^le Conservative Party because it has more 
%\ |JG ‘4<ls really funny, the pity is that so many people 

baken in ”  by this slick journalism.

N t h o 'ent Catholic has written to* the Universe to ask 
''o *1 theologians would approve of his prayer which
î} 'S ever.y morning, and night: “  Oh God, help me 
IhHolo/^ uiore, and fear you less.”  In our ownJiumble 
ls 11(it t\( 1 Wav> we should object very much. A God who 
V ,lHtoa^  Iar mol’e than loved—even if he does nothing 
\)} "i . lnv°ke either fee u* or love— is a poor sort of a God. 
<]'S< <lS a Almighty whose wrath constantly
' '^ n ’i i ‘̂om high Heaven and smites everything which 

°V(‘ and fear him. That’s the God for us.

A RETURN TO PURGATORY

A Nonconformist parson, in the person of the Rev. Leslie 
Weatherhead, having grown hilarious about Hell, we 
have now Lord Holden, a Catholic peer, playful about 
Purgatory. Freethinkers may well ask whether seriously 
either gentleman believes in any postumous. existence. 
On the whole, fun about Purgatory is less jarring, for it 
must be admitted the doctrine has a humaner aspect. 
That eschatological conception, as compared with ever­
lasting torment, is as preferable as a reformatory school 
to a life sentence in a gaol.

His Lordship—¡with a daring scarcely possible if lie 
was also His Reverence—imagines himself touring 
through Purgatory, conducted by St. Philip Neri, who 
went there in 1595* and apparently had earned release. 
(I am assuming that even tliet saints need a little 
purging!) The tour starts at the B romp ton Oratory. 
Lord Holden is surprised to be told: . “  You would be 
amazed to see* how the infernal and purgatorial regions, 
are crowded with English sinners since I left your 
world. . . . But it was during the nineteenth century 
that by far the greatest number of English sinners were 
punishable in Purgatory or in H ell.”  Specimen sinners 
are then inspected, much as one might survey the figures 
in Madame Tussaud’s, but they are vocal.

Cardinal. Manning is found gazing intently on a picture 
of Cardinal Newman. Lord Holden asks for an explana­
tion. He transferred his stare from the oleograph to 
myself, but now his eyes mirrored suffering rather than 
scorn. “  It is my purgatorial punishment to cleanse my 
soul of pride,” 'h e  answered softly, and paused, folding 
his crystalline hands below the emerald cross which 
coruscated brightly on his shrunken chest. “  My pride 
was threefold: intellectual, spiritual and secular . . .  1 
could tolerate no equal in the domain of the mind or the 
spirit, not indeed in mundane affairs. For that reason 
1 hated Newman. ”

Was your Eminence ever able to make reparation 
to Cardinal Newman for your hostile attitude towards 
him? ’ ’ 1 venture respectfully. ”  Yes,”  replied
Manning with decision, ”  I attempted to do so on 
the one occasion 1 met him during the last ten years 
of his life'— I then kissed Cardinal Newman on both 
cheeks. ’ ’i . \ 'V;., ‘ - : : \

Dean Stanley is found in front‘of his comfortable fire— 
evidently, not purgatorial or it would have been uncom­
fortable. He warns his visitor: ”  Be careful not to burn 
your trousers. Augusta always warned me about that.”  
The Dean was engaged in reading his diary. ”  You see, 
this is my purgatorial punishment,”  he said, quietly, 
tapping the manuscript with his spectacles. “  In this 
diary lie the proofs of my intellectual and moral pride. 
On nearly every page there are passages for which only 
aeons of suffering can atone.”  A, passage quoted is so 
amusing that readers might wish some* abatement in 
quantity or quality of purgatorial lire for the writer of it.

The sections 1 am going to read to you concern 
my journey to the Near East with the Prince of Wales 
in 1862. I was deputed by his reverend mother to be 
the Prince’s mentor and friend. It was a hard task. ”  
The Dean sighed deeply at the distant recollection.

For example,”  lie continued, “ «when we wtire in 
Egypt I went to fetch His Royal Highness to see the 
Pyramids, and this is what I wrote in my diary: 

The Prince of Wales was sitting in front of the tent, 
smoking and reading East Jjynned J ust think of it.”  
Dean Stanley glanced up with sad eyes; “  smoking 
and reading East Lynne.”  Once more, the Dean 
heaved a deep sigh. “  Again, when we were at
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Thebes,”  lie continued, “  I was anxious that he 
should visit the Temple. The Prince, however, was 
reluctant and said, according to my diary: ‘ Why 
should we go and see the tumble-down old Temple ? 
Horrified by his slothful attitude, I dared to insist, 
and I afterwards wrote: * He treated the pillars with 
the most well-bred courtesy, as if he were paying a 
visit to* a high personage V ’

I am sure Lord Holden is wrong in attributing to Queen 
Victoria the phrase . “  body-snatcher M as applied to Dean 
Stanley. It was of Carlyle’s coinage. However, if this 
time she was not guilty, we may agree with St. Philip 
when he says, “  Queen Victoria said and did many things 
during her lifetime which, she later had cause to regret.” 
“  You don’t mean to sugges’t that our beloved Queen is 
really in . . .  ” , I began, delighted at the prospect of 
meeting her in such unexpected surroundings. But the 
Saint interrupted me sternly. ‘ ‘ Enough of your unseemly 
prattle; the air of Purgatory must have gone to your 
head.”

General Booth is* found standing on a soap-box, making 
an impassioned speech to the elements since an audience 
did not exist. He was holding a large book in one hand 
and an umbrella in the other. On observing us, he 
immediately descended from the soap-box with a gesture 
of despair. I was naturally surprised, presuming that 
even an audience of two would be preferable to none. 
“  Please continue your speech. I shall be most interested 
to hear what you have to say,”  I added, with as little 
patronage as possible. The General gazed at me with 
pitying eye. “  With what little imagination you are 
blessed,”  lie answered, ** you should realise that this is 
my task of expiation, to stand here on my soap-box 
preaching to no one and to hear my empty words* echoing 
round the Mountains of Purgatory. But instantly a con­
gregation, however small, appears, divine justice compels 
me to silence.”  Like Manning, Booth is expiating the sin 
of pride. “  At the age of sixteen, so overweening was my 
spiritual pride that I boldly announced I was ‘ saved ’ , 
and continued to proclaim it all my life. But how could I 
tell? How, indeed can any man know he is saved until 
ho has. crossed the Styx? ”  Lord Holden is certainly not 
familiar with the Salvation Army. General Booth would 
not have heard of the Styx. He would have talked of 
going over Jordan !

lJr. Spurgeon—purely the degree was posthumously con- 
lei red—is given to propounding riddles. St. Philip says:

”  When on earth and alone he was constantly 
inventing riddles, to prevent improper thoughts from 
occupying his mind.’ ’ But Dr Spurgeon on the Cote 
d ’Azur and apparently living dr luxe at Monte Carlo, 
I gasped. “  1 fear this is quite beyond m e.”  “  There 
are two .reasons for it ,”  St. Philip answered, 
“  Dr. Spurgeon died in the South of France, actually 
at Mentone; but more important from the expiatiomil 
side is the fact that the Doctor often and bitterly 
referred to Monte* Carlo as the ‘ Devil’s Marine 
Residence

The Rev. Charles. Kingsley, that upo-stle of muscular 
Christianity, is found engaged in shadow-boxing. “  Let 
me give you a piece of advice,”  lie said to me rather 
unexpectedly; “ never let the people know where the man 
leaves off and the* parson begins.”

All the above are in “  The First Circle.’ * Space forbids 
more than a brief reference to other wraiths that are met 
elsewhere. There is the Duke of Wellington, who recalls 
Miss Jenkins who called at Apsley House to* leave a Bible 
and left more patently a strong impression on the heart of 
I ho “  Iron Duke ” , “  Damme! in fifteen years she wrote 
mo nearly four hundred letters.”  Lord Brougham appears,

• -f y coiri'and makes reference to his* ardour in arranging ^  
to sit on holy days. “  Didn’t Mr. Gladstone have  ̂
thing to say about that? ”  I asked. Hei did 
said I was the first judge to hold Court on Goon J- ^  
since Pontius Pilate.”  Lord Palmerston had 11 
his coarseness purged away.  ̂ ^ (k

What, s.ir, in your opinion should be y,10 rpe did 
mental objective of British foreign policy ? ae it 
not hesitate for a moment. “  I can best dose ^  
to you,”  he said, “  in the blunt words I oi ,ay f 
t o ’the Queen. ‘ England, M a’am ,’ I  usecUo ^  
her, ‘ should stand upon her own bottom.’  ̂0 j-̂ je 
Lord Palmerston? ’ she would inquire, a  ̂
shocked. ‘ Yes, Ma’am, 1 said bottom, and 
is a good old English word, and thank God, ;l 
Britannia has a broad one.’ ”  „ goi

Purgatory Revisited by Lord Holden (Skeffingtoo y 
Ltd., 12s. 6d.) will provide* much amusing re am a 
readers of The Freethinker, but, by the same token» j,. 
little for Roman Catholics. What, I wonder, wo11 ^  
the purgatorial pains inflicted upon the son of ^g^el) 
church whose hook was placed on the index? ' ' ^  
terrible to contemplate! There might,.too, be two c°' $ 
in the indictment: (1) Mirthfully treating the pOs4h111̂  
state of existence known as Purgatory. (2) Sowing 
the seeds of scepticism in the minds of pious J*ea 
Perhaps the sentences— not to run concurrently'-^ *j*p 
include daily gazing for hours on the page oi .̂;1. 
Freethinker upon which the damnable work 
applauded. . *

At the Church of St. Margaret, Westminster, ,¡i 
“ Lord’s Day”  in 1666, Samuel Pepys heard a, youUckty 
play the fool upon the doctrine of purgatory. H° . 
bored, and more interested when he spied Betty Ho' * 
who indeed is mighty pretty. Lord Holden is much 1 , 
entertaining, but then it is one thing to treat the tyty1 
from a pulpit, quite another to approach it through 
Press.

W ILLIAM

FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF
i iUOKS on sex and marriage are multiplying, auu j ¡> 

• surprising that the Ethical Union has product y
BOOKS 
not
pamphlet entitled The Grammar of Marriage •

* “ cry good value indeed. It cony j;|, 
nitten by experts.— “  Physical^hl.(i;1 

tions,”  “  Psychological Adjustments,”  and
three essays, 
tions,”  “  Ps 
Implications.”  The first by Philip M. Bloom,.
Oh.B., ie one that even long married couples would j,
extraordinarily informative. Those entering the tbyL* 
hold of marriage often imagine* that they have 
or very little to learn, but a reading of this essay 'v° 
soon undeceive them. , cf

Two people who have to pass their lives toge/j ,lf 
require mutual sympathy and understanding, as ,t*>

physical ”  love; but it is a fact that where th° ^ 
relationship is satisfying and harmonious it will g1 .^  
help the other qualities. In any case, it is often J j 
this which fails because of ignorance or stupidity’ 
what are called “  Victorian ”  repressions and inhibity,^ 
It is not “  nice ”  to do this or that. Dr. Bloom ntyjJ
the issues very clear, and his advice if followed ,y
help ’to make almost any marriage a success as hu 
the satisfying of the sexual ins tine: is concerned.

He also gives some hints on birth ,control with 11 
of which we agree; but those who wish to postpone ()ll 
birth of children for any reason should avoid the nu* ‘¡J 
known as the “  safe ”  period. There is no safe Pl 
whatever.
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Uii tl\e. psychological si<le jj' iactors w hip1
Clifford Alien discusses at length , eXperience. i° ‘
come under this head. Does P»6'** e stable marriage- 
example, make for happier and n fi„ures given ".V
It is a point h o %  discussed but b ^  b(rfb fieXes
Hr. Allen tend to show that yi o , basis of hapPiel can be proved hy statistics to f°rl

‘carnage. ' . the honeymoon,
Dr. Allen writes well on such PoP?m sexual manifes’ta- 

feminine anxiety and fear, and ' “i1, .„elves in marriage,
t'ons which unfortunately, show . reduce -divorce
aad his advice, if followed, at he recommended
statistics. We were pleased iQ beV Be- TT '-u uer Velde’s Ideal Marriage-^,a book no married 

uplo should be without. f>
. °n the “  Ethical Implications of Marriage, Mr.
*!j J- Blackliam writes excellently’ and supplements the

writers with necessary advice. Altoge ier,
1 “1© work we heartily recommend.

, A- second edition o fA Short History of Sex IHors
Z  H. Gutner—-whose articles form a feature of 
\v 15 l°nniai-—will be welcomed. '1’lie bi'si. a »• 

quickly exhausted, and now it can be »ou t 
■S’ M or bound in cloth, for 5s. It is published by 

iVatts and 
°f dear books,ïli

- -- V/*WW**, *«'
*luvs 0f i , and Go., and is excellent value in these

U deals with a little known aspect of religion—
k js ; kftle known to most simple-minded Christians. 
untW V i known to learned Jesuits, historians, and 
Hs r)|û ° °'Sisi)s> who generally prefer to «often the truth 
li^  ( 1 as possible because it shows how all religions 
V ?  (>,1.e of their chief bases the worship of fertility 

;/V Se(* in forms of sex 
P ' tri ’ -

lure works written for students and not at all
t J  to

kvejy j. Ultl1 has been, however, divulged in a conipara- 
(Usy I evv iure works written for students and not at all 
^  e*ai ^l(>Gl?re‘ Fayne Knight’s Worship of Priapus, 
înkermPle‘ is almost unknown even to well-read Free- 

UcCe‘S.si}S| aUĉ  similar books, though perhaps more easily 
treaty ^e> are often passed by because of a too frank 

Ä J  Of their subject.
^Uck n 10 treatment of sexual subjects these days is 
Ikt0Tl Uore open than in the past, and~ in thi« Short 
l̂6ßil)] • rea^er will find chapters on Plmllicism in 

f'le iii India, and mother countries, sex symbolism, 
com/ °,. ^ n u s , and a great deal of other information 

>c*IioVe °(' ;i0n with sex and religion. And for those who 
V sviim a divine Revelation, it provdos a devastating 

It jg G this and other credulous beliefs. 
fJr th,; a kook which all Freethinkers will find useful 

tlr future study.
J. D.

TO SPAIN W ITH A  BIAS

‘«nt,’| IIAVT jDAY SUTHERLAND went to Spain. He
i ¿1S ° Wn Emission, with a bias— the bias o f the
^  visit °̂ ê(i type of Homan Catholic. The outcome of 
,>r t-he Was * Spanish Journey ” , a most satisfying book 
l)V̂ ythin\erS,°n who believes with Dr. Sutherland that 
S  y< Jn ^l)ardsh is a glowing example to the rest of 

I 1Ul(l that 
I *?h £ d,9h»isteûcl<

,u, llH wallow ing", and all the things he wants to 
ni.! e confirmed bv misrepresentation and specious

N Worlfj 1twasi1 ls 1
Tun Ul '] aruJ Hiat General Franco is the saviour of 
I 'di f( ( Christendom. It provides plenty of sentimental

A C
*« 'Uthg>

sent me to rSpain.”  That , is Dr. 
Uri‘Htic *JJ opening sentence and paragraph. It is

theatrical. It sets the tone of things to

First let us recall the unadorned f^cts of the Spanish 
Civil W a r .............

The Republican Government consisted of 148 Right 
Wing members, 128 members of the Popular Front, and 
15 Communists out of a total of 473; there were no Com­
munists in the Cabinet. From its inception it intro­
duced reforms to alleviate the poverty of the peasants 
and workers; this could only be done at the expense of 
the wealthy land-owners (including the Church), the big 
industrialists, and the grandees and kindred parasites.

General Franco, a professional soldier, engineered an 
insurrection. Proclaiming a Holy War against the Com­
munist anti-Christ, he brought a horde of Moorish 
(Mohammedan) troops across from Morocco to plunge 
Spain into fratricide of indescribable horror. From the 
outset he had the support of Mussolini and Hitler, who 
saw that the cutting of Britain’s life-line through the 
Mediterranean would be of tremendous consequence in 
the major war which the world now knows they were 
planning.

The, purpose of “  Spanish Journey ”  is obviously to 
present the Civil War as a struggle between Christianity 
and Communism, between the forces of Good and the 
forces of Evil. Incidentally, it seems not to embarrass 
Halliday Sutherland in the least tha’t Franco initiated a 
savage war in the name of Christianity.

In due course he met General Franco: his admiration 
has the pathetic quality of schoolboy hero-worship. He 
praises the Credo of the Spanish Foreign Legion prepared 
by Franco : —

The spirit of the Legionary, unique, without peer, 
must be blind and ferocious in battle. 11 is duty is to 
shorten the distance between himself and the enemy and
to charge him with the bayon et.................He must obey
until death. He must always, always fight;, without 
rest, without counting the days, the months, the years. 
To die in combat is the highest h on ou r.................”

It is strange how Halliday Sutherland reconciles this 
effort to debase fellow human beings, this utter denial 
of moral responsibility for their own conduct, with his 
much-vaunted Christianity. Stranger, still, that lie 
should admire a man whose political creed, Fascism, is, 
according to Dr. (Sutherland’s own definition, “  the deifi- , 
cation of the State.”

The book abounds in half truths, false analogies,, and 
mischievous implications. This one is quite a gem of 
its kind : —

”  Behind the lines in the Republican Zone, some 
16,000 priests, monks, nuns, and church workers . , ’ . . 
were murdered in cold blood.”

While the melodramatic choice of the last four words 
may be ignored, it is, perhaps, advisable to point out 
that these people were not religious martyrs; they were 
executed not because they were priests, monks and nuns, 
but because they were members of Franco’s Fifth 
Column: men and women found working behind 
Republican lines for the overthrow of the legitimate, 
government of Spain.

Most remarkable, perhaps, are Dr. Sutherland’s efforts 
to show the superiority of Spain, with its feudalism, 
superstitions, and civil wars, over our own England in 
humanitarian ism, morality, and indeed in every aspect of 
civilisation.

”  Franco has claimed,”  lie writes, “  that the Spanish 
penal system is the most humane in Europe. Of that I 
cannot judge, since the only penal systems known to me 
are those of England and Spain ; but with this knowledge 
I say that the prisons of Spain are better than those of 
Britain, and that the Spanish penal system is more 
humane than tlic British.”



1(56 THE FREETHINKER

Here is a choice tit-bit- for Britain’s Black Marketeers 
and their wealthy customers: —

Valencia . . . . . . i s  also famous for paella. This 
last, to my taste, is the best of all the famous Spanish 
dishes. To make it in England you must first buy a
plum]) chicken on the Jllack M arket.................By the
Law of England in this Year of Grace, 1948, it- is illegal 
to serve paella in any hotel or restaurant because in these 
places no meal may consist of both flesh and fish.”

Perhaps Dr. Sutherland does not realise that this law 
of England, which denies him paella as his wealthy 
Spanish friends like it, was devised in a sincere effort to 
ensure a just distribution of food during a shortage caused 
by a war for which the champions of his hero, Franco, 
were responsible.

The most monstrous .section o f the book is that which 
deals with the incident which shocked the civilised world 
— the bombing of Guernica by German ’planes. Here is 
the substance of Sutherland’s account: —

“  The facts were investigated by a Commission of two 
magistrates and two civil engineers . . . The Commis­
sion found t h a t .................the town was bombed inter­
mittently by aeroplanes.................the total casualties
were less than a hundred . . . . ... . the town was
actually destroyed by the Reds w ith in .................the
town was destroyed by fire . . . .  damage to the streets 
was caused by subterranean explosions at nine different 
points . . . .  each explosion occurred at the same 
distance from the nearest manhole of the main sewer.”
. The farcical nature of such a Commission is, despite 

the capital “  C ,”  obvious: it was composed of the only 
kind of Spaniards free to hold office or walk about— 
Franco’s supporters. Against this, here is an account of 
the incident made up from reports sent to London by the 
correspondents of The Times, the Daily Express, the Star, 
and Reuters, who were actually in or near Guernica at 
the time.

Guernica was destroyed on Monday, April 26, by 
an air raid which lasted with little intermission from
4-30 p.m. to 7-45 p.m ............. First of all, small parties
of ’planes threw hand-grenades at people who, terrified, 
rushed to shelter in ‘ refuges ’ or cellars. Then, as the 
monster bombs tore buildings vertically from top to 

* bottom and penetrated refuges beneath the houses, those 
who were not trapped in them streamed out of the town 
and were machine-gunned as they ran by the fighting 
’planes working in line . . . .  The destruction of a large 
part of the town was completed by incendiary bombs 
which set fire to whole streets.”

The reader who is especially interested in the Guernica 
episode is recommended to 'read “  Searchlight on Spain ”  
by the Duchess of Athol 1, or to turn up newspaper files 
arid comb the libraries for authoritative information.

Doubtless the ”  unsympathetic ”  reader will be mildly 
amused, as-1 was, by the occasional querulous note that 
creeps into the pages of “  Spanish Journey.”  Towards 
the end of the book Dr. Sutherland complains with an 
aggrieved air that “  the B .B .C ., in their antipathy for 
Franco, had adopted methods alien to England’s reputa­
tion of fair play. ”

After reading the book one is surprised that Dr. 
-Sutherland can conceive of England acquiring a reputa­
tion for anything fair or decent!

F. L. M A YELL.

COLOURED BOOKS
THESE volumes are not necessarily printed in various 
hues, but the typical coloured bindings denote the nature 
of the special context, as formerly did the covers of 
official yellow books, blue books, or the-notable black

April 2$> 1950

here
book, besides the red book. The book of rcfeien .̂'c  ̂uv. . 
considered, is very purple, a colour not pornograp^^^ I 
showing something unusual for specialists, as 
or keepers of consciences in a religious sense. ^  [

This Purple Book has two parts : I, the M^ UY ̂ tor) 
is the text ; II, the Gemara, comprising the exp 
sentences; and these two parts, as a whole, v ceren * •

up
collection of very ancient traditions in learning»^ ^
monies, botany, arts, and some customs relating 
sexes. of

Such is the Talmud, or Jewish Bible, the in*11.1̂  ̂  ̂
divinity*and law for Rabbis, directing their feaC.|ji^  tl'e 
legislators and spiritual guides for the faithful W1
synagogues. ackMoses wrote 13 copies of The Talmud, one for e,.v 
liis 12 tribes and the thirteenth copy to be kept 
Ark'of the Lord— — —  ——  I ih

There are two Talmuds : the Jerusalem a11
Babylonian, which contain curious revelations, 01 ̂
and treatises, divided into chapters and again ^ olll 
divided; a mixture of miscellanies for the Je^
facts, fasts and feasts, duties of men and " 0lgsec. 
marriages, disorders, nuptials, damages for̂   ̂^
interest on money, idolatry, baths, leprosy, clothnL 
body, and some holy ritual. The Jews declare ^  
other scriptures are water, but The Talmud is winej ^
so delightfully refreshing that God spends nine
1 • 1 . *1 • Mil rr̂ •« -t _ ■** 1daily studying The Talmud. Saint Jerome, a chainPL 
Father of the Roman Church, declares this P11̂  
Talmud to be “  old wives’ tales.”  Both Jerom^ ^  
Rabbi Juda are right, for it is the great antiquity °f 1(|: 
Talmud which makes it so fascinatingly curious to l lj |Kj 
and being such a -marvellous compilation, it shoul ,| | 
known to classical scholars, remembering “  the an 
of (lays ”  hnd modern customs are not alike.

The “  waters of jealousy ”  for testing cln^ ^ 
together with commands for clothing., or rathe1, 
formula for female un-dressing are ample in rabbT l̂i 
instructions, equally for pregnant women and those  ̂
babes at the /breast. On divorce there are various 
regulating adulteries and “  burning the soup ” 1 

Punishments for men, women and animals» ^ 
unnatural crimes are similar to those ordered 111 
Mosaic Pentateuch. fj (lli’

There is a publication, “ Gems from the Talmud,’ ,c ..¡(- 
fully compiled for popular reading; but the csot ■ 
hidden gems which are for rabbinical■ • i -  . training lv
guidance are not as pearls' for the populace. This
of literature is necessary .to be studied for its coinpj^ 
tive values from secular view points, and it is,a pr v̂! ^  
for professors of languages and ancient oriental 
to gain knowledge of this secret Jewish literature

But, among, thè erudite' philosophy of hebraie W,
there is abundance of /airy tales; for example, So!onK'j(1 
adventurous encounter with the Devil, each striving; 
possession of a magic seal-ring, to obtain which the 
was securely chained in a pit and kept there until the 1 
was on /Solomon’s thumb. •

King Solomon was a notorious sorcerer and, to A, 
power to his necromancy, desired secret knowledge ^  
the Devil who agreed to instruct Solomon, if he reti^Llui1the sea-ring and would release the captive from *'/ ^u ' * r .,tl ‘
and the pit. The bargain was agreed, and iinme< ]î  
the Devil received the ring and was liberated, he *
mooed Aschmedai, a prince of darkness confrere» j / 
swallowed Solomon, and then flew to the firmameJl, /  
heaven, which height gave him a world-view ,̂|i
Solomon was precipitated 4,000 leagues to
\schrnedai then assumed King Solomon’s likened p
occupied the throne. Recause of this tajmudic VF 1
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lnime transformation, Solomon ln °.Ĉ ‘ wclesinsticus, K **• 
reward of all my labour," ns static \ Tsrael  bo cobabiU 1 

And when Aselnnedai reigned 1>N. wbo noticed " w\\ 
'vitli Solomon’s queens and concun tliis yv‘as 1U‘,U \
eanbvaeer’s chicken-like ieet, and because Vie>'
W v n  to the rabbins, they 'v e re V v cock ’s ieet,
W  that the ieet of, devils weie y a Jiviner <>i e\ 

this time, there appeared ¡l ,jie King’s Palace*
spirits, whom the rabbins took ^  thvoue, and immedi- 
'vW e Asehmedai sat upon ° inV \ rp .n l0narch, a hideoim 
‘dely the beggar confronted the ( e ^ and during }L
^ ’¿ech deafened the people Ledger was instanH a lt Aschmedai vanished and the oe ,
^tamorphosed itWa* ’
|.'i!'.sli torment,'had a deadly fear of evil spirits, lo g  ■
. ‘‘self against their diabolical powers, his royal bed * • 

K %  «uarded hv valiant men of Israel, as it is written
Canticles,”  TIT 7 TT, , -

’ , WM. AUGUSTUS VAUGHAN.

nito King .Solomon ; who, ever after tin’s

in

CORRESPONDENCE
,S iiu  .n ,* SQ U ARING  T H E  CIR CLE , , ,
'k Ss j ** Easter Sunday when the Pope celebrated High  
'v'tll 2()(in,w\ Peter’s before- a congregation of about 50,000—  
1 trini.. ' ^  more of tit»» shoen i\nf«id<> in tlm square, he woreb'inlii ;U'n> more of the sheep outside in the squa 

• \vitieVVoHod crmvn on Iris head, and was dressed in white 
51 cl a ^ve-yard train. He was carried into the basilica

f e ' g e a ï
% / ------ -  v <  « « i n .  ^  J.V IT ( I D  V. « » I I I '  Vt. I I * W\/ V I • '  »v »«'

1 » ;  decorated with white ostrich feathers, symbols of 
<‘h i| ca* power. rriit* Pope was then carried up to a1 ■1 * *  * • i •, «ii « i ̂ ;l*)|ist (V;11 draped in white silk, where he received high 

Whilst i,1itilries iu scarlet robes, 
krnmj ^hm d tin* Iron Curtain ” in that Proletarian
/ :iNs La . ss,a, the Patriarch Alexius celebrated midnight 
C ^‘0(bil<)l0a«11 conKregatipn at the Orthodox Velaklovskv 
ij y ' ° scow. The Patriarch wore silver and gold

|,,lo,uls l( i -s* and ;l magnificent crown studded with 
\ d(»̂ v ’ rubifs, emeralds and topped with a diamond cross.

son.,1! hang-overs from Barbarism and tin* Dark
i !' Ne'v Vp0 themselves with the alleged sayings of Jesus in 
n l a m e n t ?  I think it is important that we should 
lu‘ foil , ’ Sonie of these sayings. In Matt. V I , 25-34, we find'• j ( G'vnig ;

j ^ n n ^ t  up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . . (this, 
'•'Pal i>,' p> includes Patiiarchical crowns, silk robes and

, ,  Vli shrill eat or what"'riiVn J ” °  thought for your '*'*; ,  v0 shall put on . • •
\,ui ' drink; nor yet for your body, • rp j therefore no
C , ' i k  take’ thought for rm nm entf . • • 

rj 'l^ t  for the morrow/
V» v  S |  11 w . _  .  ̂ • 9 • " ' v *  j u i i n  u  v \ t  U V O I I

<‘\poct 1 ,nt ^ le gospel writers 
I»'1 Vjr..,, <)l wish their disciples i• ¡1 i . • ‘ «1 ]*S , , i' /II ’ , . , 1 . T .

I! ,|(‘So v. • u morrow.
¿"V sll0VvVyi?«s attributed to Jesus are stupid, but, at least,

►Vet 
-ars 
Bbs 
1 ay 
H of

‘Pi's t,ley need for their needs.

0* Christ, 
I *H' fl..S °f Aloscow. day tin

and early Christians did 
ind followers to live like 

the “ Holy Fathers,”  or like the

tJ ."'Oors; *'\ X‘" K and all other parasites will become useful 
v1̂  wk./x jjuciety, doing useful work, and taking from society■hi. ''It Ml*.,, . . . .  l i *  ,i •

etc. Fhe day is com ing!—  

Pbteii E. N ew ell.
t ,V M.V' Plv , “ Uee again encroach upon your space in order
M,/1‘giiiaH » • * u,,,u‘i ’ s letter, The F reeth in ker , March 2, 1950. 
l /  ' 't was. I believe, a Mr. Smelters who introduced
f]j Oisihjr a i{ckjp-trap.”  Ho had shown that hostile writers. 
i./pGst* 0j c‘lap-trap ”  definition of materialism, could easily
kj*1 definif ,n Sally which they had put up, i .e .,Ntheir
I 1 ° ll,,«‘d tl<>M' ^  was to guard against this that 1 was indeed 

gro 1 + ,1Sl* Chapman Cohen’s definition of Materialism. 
I 1 esj)o(*t for Chapman Cohen, and I owe not a little
is I ^‘I'iT*d  ̂ emphatically repudiate any innuendo that
Pi,|̂  liboptr le definition T used as “  elap-trap.”  Mr. Turner 

r a,ly ai? S1°  to call it, if he wishes. I note he does not 
T„ ^Uist .A*1 ,lative definition forward.

\ a((‘ upon record my deep appreciation of Mr.
Pivu !‘*V tl!,n° Ur Avhon he says 44 Materialism is easily under- 

It^ioa ’ * 0 man in the street and that must be its inter-

finv^.*‘tli,V |'Ŝ .V because i  think that men (and Mr. Turner) 
iq ij* Hd'tev, or at least, more susceptible to ideas, than 

' ^l0 ai'r ' ^ lilt I took the trouble, albeit a pleasure, to 
11(,1<» he complains of.

M A T E R IA LISM

Mr. Turner will, of course, realise that to apply any concept 
of mechanism to nature is to use an extended analogy. 
Mechanism is a notion originally used as a method of 
interpreting the Universe, similar to the Rutherford-1 lolir 
conception of the atom. Thus, Dorothy Kmmott says 
“ ‘ m echanism’ is a regulative principle, that is to say, ’ a 
guiding principle of method rather than an explanation in 
the realistic sense.” * Burtt reminds us “  we must beware of 
turning a method into a metaphysic.” t

One wonders at the source, and nature, of Mr. Turner’s 
information when he states “ Everybody with the exception 
of idealists, metaphysicians and some philosophers understands 
the meaning of mechanical and material.”  1 would point out 
that the problem is not one of understanding, but one of 
judging the validity of extending, as a metaphysic, a purely 
anthropomorphic aid to the understanding.

Mr. Turner may be aware of the pertinent objections which 
can be brought to hear against mechanism from an epistemo­
logical aspect. A t present I am engaged on W .E .A . work 
but in a week or two I hope to submit ail article detailing 
such objections.— Yours, etc.,

V  Kit vox Carter.
The Nature of Metaphysical Thinking,”  .McMillan. 1949.

t  “  Metaphysical Foundation of Modern Science,”  Rout- 
ledge A Kegan Paul, 1949.

SECULAP EDUCATiON
S i r ,—  I am sending the following letter to a score or so 

papers, etc., also to B.B.C. “  Air Space ”  (W e st.):,—  ^
“ Frequently teachers are called upon to teach what they do 

not believe, in religious lessons, at State-supported schools. 
Often, also, children are taught certain things as being true, 
which they subsequently find to be otherwise. Should not the 
curriculum for such schools be restricted to purely secular 
subjects? ”

Maybe other militant secularists would like to send a similar 
letter to their local papers, and.thus stir things up a bit. We 
ought not to 44 Lot sleeping dogs L IE  ” — always.— Yours, etc.,

C. E. R atcliffe.
ON FLOGGING

S ir ,— Current arguments against flogging and other punish­
ments for crime, consisting as they do mainly of denials of 
any deterrent effects and emphasis upon the barbarism of 
retributive penalties, should be extremely painful to all 
orthodox Christians. Indeed, blasphemous; for Christians 
of the orthodox tradition must believe that God punishes after 
death by everlasting torture, so as to deter the living from  
sin and at the same time to satisfy a divine and therefore 
perfect justice.
‘ This is an obvious and a pertinent contemporary reflection; 

yet yours is almost the only periodical in Great Britain that 
would dare to publish it.-— Yours, etc..

Loins M arlow.

LECTURE NOTICES. ETC.

Outdoor
Blackburn Branch (Market Place).— Sunday, 7 p.m. : Mr. .).

Clvyton.
Bradford Branch N .S .S . (Broadway Car Park).— Sunday, 

7 p.m. : Mr. H arold D ay .
Kingston Branch N .S .S . (Castle Street)— Sunday, 7-30 p .m .: 

M r. J. Barker.
Manchester Branch N .S .S . (Bombed Site. St. M ary’s Gate).—  

Lectures every lunch hour, 1 p.m. : Messrs. G. W oodcock 
and C. M cCall.

North London Branch N .S .S . (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath).— Sunday, 12 noon: Mr. L. Ehuuy. (Highbury 
Corner).— 7 p.m. : Mr. L. Khury.

Sheffield Branch N .S .S . (Barkers Pool).— Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Mr. A . Samms.

W est London Branch (Marble Arch. Hyde Park).— Sunday, 
4 p .m .: Mr. C. E. W ood. .

I N DOOlt
Irish Rationalist Society (Tin» Singing Kettle Cafe, 13, Bower 

Leeson Street, Dublin).— Sunday, 3 p.m. : “  Supplement to 
Rationalism.”  Mr. Thomas F. H. Jacob.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W .C. 1).— Sunday, 11 a.m. : “ Wordsworth Centenary,”  
Mr. S. K . Ratcliffk.

W est Ham Branch (Loco. Men’ s Institute, F>2, Forest Lane, 
Stratford, E. 15).— Tuesday, April 25 : A Meeting.
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Chapman Cohen

E S S A Y S  IV 
F ltE B T H IN K IN C i

In Four Volumes

Each Contains 
160 Pages

Single 2/6 
The Four Volumes 10/-

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS
An Anthology for Freethinkers

William Kent, F.S.A.
. . . an antidote, as the items collected from writers 
major and minor, all have a tonic quality

LITERARY GUIDE
William Kent, depressed by the Morning Radio ** Lift 
up your Hearts! ”  comes back pugnaciously with L ift up 
your Heads

JOHN O'LONDON
This acid collection should be salutary and stimulating
reading for Christians and Non-Christians alike

FORWARD
This seems to me to be excellent reading

MARJORIE BOWEN

Cloth 5s.

400 Quotations from 167 Authors 
Fully Indexed and Classified

From all Booksellers

Postage 3d. ; Paper 3s. 6d

Have You Got Your

NSS HANDBOOK
Yet?

No Freethinker should be without it 
Packed with useful and vital information

Tithes, Secular Funerals, Withdrawal of Children 
from Religious Instruction in Schools, Constitution 

of the N SS, etc.

Post Free 732 pages

B o u n d  V d û m e s  o f

I THE FREETHINKER
in attractive green cloth and gold lettering 

A useful reference and summary of Freethought
activities during 1949■m

s Packed with articles by our foremost Freethinkers
PRICE  I s .  P O S T  FREE

f ORDER N O W !--------- Limited Number

THE AGE OF REASON
By THOMAS PAINE

The book that has survived over a century of a ûS 
and misrepresentation.

Includes a critical introduction and life by 
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration pla£l 
subscribed by American soldiers in this country’

230 pages. Price, cloth, 3s. Paper, 2s. Postage 3:d .

Fou

V<

THE EVOLUTION 
OF THE PAPACY

by F . A .  R I D L E Y

Author of Julian the Apostate, The Jesuits, etc'

The author traces in scholarly fashion the 
origin and history of the Papacy down to our 
own day. He points out that a unique feature 
of modern civilisation is the spread of 
irréligion, not, as hitherto, among the 
aristocratic cliques or solitary pioneers, but 
among the masses.

The L iterary Guide.

Price I Stiff Cover 
8o pages Postage i\d‘

By the author of “ The Myth of the Mind ”

PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
A MODERN DELUSION

Frank Kenyon
A  drastic and devastating analysis 
o f the claims o f psycho-analysis

150 Pages. Cloth Bound 5/-. Postage 3d.
From all Booksellers or direct from The Pioneer Pf<sS

P A M P H L E T S  fo r  th e  P E O P p
By CHAPMAN COHEN

What is the Use o f Prayer? Did Jesus Christ Exist? * ̂  
shall not suffer a Witch to Live. The Devil. Dcitt n 
Design. Agnosticism o r . . .  ? Atheism. What is Frceth^jd 
Must we have a Religion? The Church’s fight for the 
Giving ’em Hell. Freethought and the Child. Morality p 
out God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their 
Woman and Christianity. What is the use of a Future \  
Christianity and Ethics. Price 2d. each. Postage

Price 5s.Complete Set o f 18, Cloth Bound.
Postage 3d.
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