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Kk VIEWS AND OPINIONS “ ghost ” according to old Thomas Hobbes, the Papacy

O~ ;ind Society
September 4, Pope Pius X1 broadcast to a
"i e, L. demonstration” in Germany. The Pope, who at
Itrjjj Il stage in his career, was Papal Legate in
nfA lllily> and is thus intimately acquainted with German
vieN' ,1Sed this occasion to summarize the Church’s
iti{lit °Ucoatemporary sociology. Tlie Papal pronounce-
°n. this subject is of special interest, not only
pisvr.'i is the Pope that speaks but also because
Hpr¥ *>s a politician rather than a theologian—lie was
deeu essi°nnl ecclesiastical diplomatist—and owed bis
(mm"ll t° the Papacy specifically to his admittedly

hi J'* Up political ability.

m (‘ulluan broadcast the Pope, for the. first time,
o\ the official attitude of the Church of Home
Im V6 present-day Communism in particular, and
i(JXi<s (ontemporary sociology in general in the post-war
tw ' It appears that it was not Communism as such
be] 'e Vatican recently condemned in its now famous

e °F Ex-communication of a few weeks hack. The
mn t] disclaimed emphatically any political preferences
['(=0-(Na,'t of tlie Church which lie rules: Rome. i> not
Vs aP'tulist any more that it is pro-Communist. It
(i, ,llot stand for the “ classes ” against the “ masses.”

tile contrary, Pope Pius expressed his, pleasure at
tk (lecbne of class distinctions which has resulted from
(L "’'St-war social reforms that have been witnessed in
h. ? a°nty of European lands during the last few years:

| °Pe emphatically deprecated their return.

@ ,'Is the broadcast"of the Pope was in reality a sermon
\ 7 old clerical aphorism, “ Rome has no politics.”
@* 1hurch, the Pope claimed, had uttered its recent
HM™emnation of Communism, not as a condemnation of
i\ Particular social theory, but solely because of the
jjussive atheism and antagonism to religion which are
"'n>uably  bound up with Communist theories of
G I'xism-Leninism ” and “ Dialectical Materialism,”
] L other words, it is not Communism as a social
L, py. but only Communism as a particularly aggressive
1Y U °f materialist pliilosophythat the Vatican is forced
it"'I'""demn in tlie intei-ests of the Christian Religion

N ~e consider that this Papal pronouncement is of
I'ii'Ttiona] importance, and quite possibly signifies a
K. *O»ieiital change in tin' sociology and in the current
i\infcal attitude of the Roman Catholic Church. For
atever view one may take of the theology of Rome,
V'eNild seem impossible to deny that the Papacy is a
My'ant political institution, as indeed, such Protestant
[h anti-Roman historians as Ranke, Macaulay and
I/'filack have freely admitted. The genius of Papal
llr<, like that of the Empire of tbe Cssars before it,
1," always been primarily political. As P. C. King in a
) ""t issue of the ‘‘ Freethinker remarked, “ It is
in fact, possible really to comprehend the workings

a 'kipal Rome without some preliminary knowledge of
secular Roman Empire that preceded it,” and whose

actually is. Whatever the Vatican does., or does not know
about any other world, it undeniably knows a great deal
about this one ! It has had over 1900 years of world-wide,
experience: throughout, which long era it lias traversed
almost every vicissitude that can befall any institution
in what tile Anglican Liturgy describes as “ tbe changes
and chances of this mortal life.” Judged by the
Darwinian canon of the “ survival of the fittest ” in the
given milieu, the wits of the. Vatican must lie exception-
ally keen.

The sociological, as distinct from the religious and
theological history of the Church of Rome, has unfortu-
nately attracted far too little attention amongst critical
historians, whether Protestant or Rationalist. But it is.
very remarkable. Despite its much-trumpeted motto of
semper eadem (“ Forever the Same ”) there can he few
organisations whose devious twists and turns have been
so numerous and startling as have been these of the
Church of Rome. During the 1900 years since tbe first
Christian congregations were formed in Rome, tlie
western world lias successively passed through three
entirely distinct social systems: those respectively of
chattel slavery, feudal landlordism and commercial
capitalism, and towards each of these, Rome lias known
how both to adapt itself in its hey-day and to disentangle
itself when its hour had struck. The New Testament
explicitly and repeatedly recognised slavery,* and the
Church itself continued both to recognise slavery and to
hold slaves itself far into the Middle Ages, whilst its
modern association with ‘the colonial slave trade is
notorious, yet it survived the passing of slavery and
lived to become the main ideological prop of Feudalism.
So much so, in fact, that even to-day, the Church of
Rome is still sometimes described as a *“ feudal
institution.

Whilst in more recent years largely under tbe guidance
of the Jesuits, the Church has lived down its early
antagonism to capitalism and lias, incorporated Bank
Holiday amongst the Holy Days of the Saints. In the
Capitalist Eldorado America, tbe old feudal church,
which formerly banned capitalist finance as “ the Mortal
Sin of Usury ” now flourishes exceedingly and is said
to be persona grata in Wall Street.

A remarkable record! When the French biologist
Lamaiyk first propounded his. theory about the giraffe
which “ grew a long neck in order to survive,” all that
the famous, biologist had to do in order to arrive at bis
theory was to study the actual history of the Jesuit Order
by whom Lamarck was originally educated, and of the.
Church of Rome which educated the Jesuits. For Rome
can stretch itself in almost any required direction!

Is the Vatican now just about to grow another “ neck” ?
A socialist one this time, in order to survive in an age
which everything now indicates is destined to be'a col-

* The English Authorised Version of the Bible dishonestly
translates the Greek Doulos— which pieans precisely “ slave,
ns “ servant.”
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iectivist one. It is not improbable, and the Pope’s recent
broadcast seems best understood as an initial overture
in tins last direction. It is true that Rome has not
once, but many times, anathematised Communism and
Socialism with the traditional bell, book and candle.
But then we must not forget that in earlier ages the
self same Vatican has repeatedly hurled its thunderbolts
against then rising capitalism and the commercial classes
who embodied it. “ Usury,”,under which term most
modern financial operations were included was a
medieval, mortal sin, whilst successive Popes denounced
the French Revolution, the capitalist revolution par
excellence in unmeasured terms. Yet now Rome is world-
capitalism’s strongest ally against communism, and about
80 per cent, of the current Papal revenue comes, from the
U.S.A., the last stronghold of the classical age of
capitalist “ free enterprise.” Is history going to repeat
itself with respect to Socialism and Communism

It appeam to us to be very probable that it is. For
it can hardly be disputed, whatever its implications, that
the world to-day is moving rapidly towards a collective
age. “ We are all Socialists nowadays.” The Victorian
economist would, for example, undoubtedly describe the
present-day Tory Party as, at least, semi-socialist. And
its whole history proves, that the Church of Rome can
recognise reality when it sees it in the social sphere»
The Vatican must now recognise that its openly pro-
fascist policy in the immediate past proved a complete
fiasco and did Rome's.reputation immense moral damage,
besides being completely futile. Nor is its present
political role as the open ally of Wall. Street likely to
turn out a better speculation. For it is now transparently
clear that “ the American way of Life ” has got nothing
to offer mankind except doles and atom bombs—for which
last gift mankind is. scarcely likely to prove grateful.

The future would seem to lie with other more con-
structive forces, and we opine from the Pope’s broadcast
that the Vatican, which, we repeat, is a realistic institu-
tion in politics, now recognises this fact. In effect
Pius Nil offers, an olive branch to Communism and hints
at a deal: i/0i1 drop atheism and ire will drop capitalism.
That is remarkably what it looks, to at least one student
of traditional papal diplomacy. The future behaviour of
the greatest of the Christian churches may provide fresh
examples, if not of the “ harmlessness of thedove ” then
at least, of the “ wisdom of the serpent,” the traditional
“ Totem ” of the Vatican.

F. A. RIDLEY.

BUCHMAN'S ERSATZ RELIGION

RECENTLY, what is grandiloquently called “ The World
Assembly for Moral Re-Armament ” has taken place at
Cuux, in France. The fact lias been specially reported
to me by a well-meaning lady correspondent. | have
just returned from France (avoiding Cuux).

Needless to say, the world did not assemble »at all.
Delegates (so-called) did. It is always like this.
” Nations ” are said to be “ represented ” by one or two
egregious busyliodies elected or delegated by themselves.
Tn this way unreal and pretentious importance is lent to
an assemblage of mediocrities who, in truth and in fact.
“ represent ” themselves and no one else. This sort of
nonsense—obscure persons pretending to be “ mankind
from Chinn to Peru "—was invented in America, the
home of humbug. However, like many bad Yankee
tilings, it is taking root in England, a once-sophisticated
country now becoming corrupted by the crude imbecilities
of American films and American dollyir-politics.

s » COM.

The very phrase “ Moral Re-Armament,” IIIi%l
diction in terms; pretentious, question-begfc or
militaristic, insults shuman intelligence. jng ov

re-arm, can never be moral. At best, either *jpatit
re-arming can only be justified by the argunien "jiered
necessary or sensible. And -17 obscure people rptie?
at Caux are not -17 nations, even though their n» ” sRile®
are various and their colour ranges between vari®
of white, yellow and black. (nlias
It is better to cal] this Moral Re-Armament n
Oxford Groupery) “ Btichmanism ” after the m™
begetter, Fran N. 1). Bucbman and to analyse 1|V to
upon its merits, or lack of merits. You ha'l (Of
examine its Gospel-book called by the modes fiie
Remaking the World ” (as if Buchmim U1 IMs
worhl in the first place), which is a collection b> |j)lli;iii
guided publisher of fustian speeches emitted by 1

himself. e {or
M ith ail the goodwill in the world, such as 1 1 ,~
anybody trying to do anything, and resolving im
polite as possible, | can only find one word to o
compilation. It is guff. Buchmanism is that

all religions—an ersatz religion. It is a substitu < )
adulterated article. It bears the same relation all
genuine Christianity as such creams as shaving-c'cll »
ice cream bear.to real, fresh cream from a .Terse.'
Intellectually and emotionally, it is a fraud. N
You need not take this from me. Look at someo |
bunkum for yourself. You will see that it will not s
one moment’s free-thinking about. The gems 1 %
are not specially selected—the stuff is almost notlmc »
platitudes, cliches, blague, lather, bounce and 1

But let me quote:— j
(11) ” Moral Re-Armament is the great ce"l
revolutionary force.” iniD
(2) “ Peace is not an idea. It is people beco'll
different.” _ e mial
(3) “ We must find that answer which "y

satisfaction and security to all; an answer tb’
above party, that is above class, that is above fIC

that is above nations.” V.
(4) “ Moral Re-Armament is Tor everyone, e'l
where.”

1 have been merciful to my readers for there is )’ [g
even than this and there is very much more ¢
Yankee Doodle-Do. | like the “ central ” and \ u ],
lutlonary ” force for everyone including the dead in
cemetery and the day-old babes in their cradles. 1°0jJt
for an “ answer ” which clearly cannot exist and 1 s
the “ people becoming different ” (from what?) tin'
the peace which isn’'t an idea! Tt reminds one of P ©
Ramsay MacDonald, the Socialist politician, when (
mind went and he urged his bewildered audiences '
us goon and on and on and up and up and up ” and
us listen to the milk of human kindness.” ).

If it be said that even a Buehman ought not to
treated with cruelty—a proposition from which | em1¥®,
dissent— let us remember that this sort of patent-med"'l
substitute-religion is productive of much evil. Tt ind"; ,
‘‘ good people ” to believe that they are doing somethl »
to reform the world when they are doing nothing 'e
drug themselves with verbal soothing-syrup. This viI!
general moral chatter, these committees and confereit™,
for “ uplift,” satisfy and dope people who ought to j
doing, not talking about, work to make themselves ™ |
their fellows better and happier. Like the blessed V
“ Mesopotamia ” which made the old lady feel better j
hearing it, this decayed corpse of religion cs"
Buchmanism makes foolish, especially the feminine 11
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& €‘e foolish, “ feel good,” when they ought to feel
| j. \er the world-as-it-is.
sJ,, Pink pills for the pallid, Buchmanism has its
adpWa's' Xt publishes in English (mostly bad English)
(] lench and German. One can understand its appeal
Qyy stnpider types of American; but a late Premier of
¢] Gi Xkeniistocles Sophoulis, ought to have had more
offtp a8n to say : “ Moral Re-Armament is the ideology
Are] (0ai "inch every nation needs.’ Greece may need
i) Ian dollars, therefore American goodwill, but that
kw ,excuse for a Greek politician pretending that he
freJ s weat every nation needs or that the ideology of
li,.,Oll 's a cow’s horn or anything else you like, as
«Imanism.

litk' ,s an honourable exception—will not condemn
liju "nanism because it sounds well and may have votes,
d, indent minds not knuckling to public favour who
it pe quite clearly that it is wrong ought to condemn
vmmOr .People to have their brains filled with this
k. kn instead of proper intellectual and emotional food
sMvi]S'l i ny filled their bellies with the husks that the
pl e (lid eat. In Wordsworth’s phrase: “ Great God
a, ratller be a Pagan suckled in a Creed outworn ” than
(anlum°lrtunato Buohmanite believing that the world
Jiliu himself) can be saved by the arid drivelling of
x ‘hman who tells me that lie has “ accepted ” God’s
)Ij nunission to bring an answer to men and nations.”
thi,". < of God to pick this platitudinarian out of all
p'ltanks—but do you believe that? If you do, as the
i“lL ~Muke said, you will believe anything. And, a God
], ? Uiakes such’a mistake in selecting his man as the
did if he selected Buchman, is no more fit for

up than the disorganised interior of Stafford Cripps,

y undergoing repairs in Switzerland.

C. G. L. 1)U GANN.

MYTH AND MYSTERY

:';rls claimed that the triumph of the Church was itself
(itldacle. It would be, if it arose in the “ simple ”
I,JUnningS claimed. But the evidence shows a trans-
»(I'ulion into' elaborate ritual and dogma, and intricate
-im7~astical organisation. It not only involves irrecon-
M- *6 inconsistencies, but complete contradiction. The
V,m0 crying in the Wilderness was replaced by the
'Ue of Authority.
tt J®&e can be no evidence of oral tradition and written
li]* °ii includes myth, and history. For Hegelliatis
U ary is cause and reason in toto. Others say, with
V). ~gnard, that history is. abstract, that myth is sub-
in Ve truth and it is enough that someone said it; it
ip the meaning that matters. It has been said that
(] I°*yiis bias, bunk, lies. In picking evidence, as with
tiding Biblical texts, history, like myth, is. rationalisa-
(v !m Search for explanation or justification. There is
Ution with myth and myth clings to history. The
tp'cd myths followed where the alphabet spread, for
Jly "ere associated with the regions where alphabetic
Starve.
if yhing made history possible, and the accumulation
J¢ uocuimentary evidence has given us an historical
t] ,sPcctive; and it has been argued that history is what
He evidence compels us to believe'. If so, the search for
ical Jesus, which finds only an unknown.
o] I(mied wonder-worker with titles of divinity, is an
| 9Fdity. The Church needs a God, but history is about
jl’'uun beings by human beings, with human failings,
the contradictions. The motion that Christianity
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came from the East is equally mythical, for in its
evolution within the Empire it is definitely Western and
not Oriental. History does, not show the mysterious
East in the Christian Mystery; which, historically is
distinctively human.

Hebrew script links pictographic hieroglyph and
alphabet, having the features of both; and the picturesque
imagery of the sacred myths is a survival of pictographic
idiom, which links, up with alphabetic literalism in the
change from simple to more involved myth; through the,
visualisations as of Ezekiel, with analogy expanded into
allegory in the Apocalypse; through the more poetic
metaphor as of the Wisdom, or Odes, of Solomon, and
the parables of the Gospels; through the verbal expres-
sion of Acts and Epistles,; to the literal statement of the
Lives of the Saints. This involves the development of
word magic in the* mystic power of curse and blessing,
rhetorical invective in declamation, and theological
anathema. So that Babylonian and Egyptian escha-
tology, passing through Greek theology, leads to

"Christian hagiology.

Scriptural evolution of myth is, continuous, becoming
more involved; from the mythical origin of the world, of
man, of tribes, as in Genesis ; to the origin of social facts,
as of custom and law, in Exodus; of priesthood and
kingship as in Samuel and Kings; becoming more
personal concerning the source of knowledge and wisdom
in the Prophets, and Wisdom literature; and so also, the
Origin of the Church in Acts and Epistles; of its God in
Gospels, of the source of its power in Revelations; and
the origin of shrines and relics in the Lives of the Saints;
so becoming more intimate as well as literal.

Nature myths, wth phallic and astrological myths,
combine in ancestral authority and prophetic teaching.
Together with pastoral and agricultural myths, these
confuse in the wisdom and inspiration of the mystic power
of the Logos, Divine Reason, and in the apocalyptic New
Jerusalem. With inspiration in pictographic idiom as
mystic communion, and divine, revelation, the direct
appeal is customary usage, involving social complications,
is reflected in cultural complexity. The simplicity of
personal intimacy is more apparent than real, as it
involves anachronisms and a paradoxical inversion.

Thus,, to the mythical Paul, who knew all mysteries
and gnosis, idols are nothing, temples are. nothing. These
are mystical analogues, outward appearance of inward
reality. Slaughtering animals at the shambles is sacrifice
to idols, cooking food on the sacred hearth is sacremental,
and the feast is social communion. But the human flesh
is an analogue, temple of the soul; and a church is a
temple not built with hands; a congregation; a body of
people united in spirit. Phallic, ancestral and agricultural
seed is confused as mystic seed. .Yo are the seed. But
without death, there is no inheritance. Except the seed
die there is no life. Ye are the sacrifice. The Old Adam
needs rebirth in conversion as a mystical resurrection in
Christ.

| speak in a Mystery, said, Paul, on sex and sin,
marriage, morality and law. The Church is the Body
of Christ, with head and members; a social institution.
As with Paul, the Church is all things to all men. Christ
is All in All within the Church, outside are thieves and
robbers.. The social Mystery was clouded with word
magic by myth and dogma on the power of the Name and
the Word, with declamation, invective and anathema.
With mystic power of pastoral authority in the Church
as the Bride of the Lamb, a pastoral myth became the,
New Jerusalem in the rhetorical eloquence of St
Augustine, with the Church as the City of God. And in
the elusive metaphor of pictographic idiom the Hierarchy
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is fclie cosmic analogy in the Thoinist Analogy of Being.

In social development the Mystery became ministry,
with social services as in ministering to the sick and the
poor, gaining popular support for Authority in administra-
tion by bishops, deacons and priests. Even if these
claims are mythical, divided loyalties in religious sectarian
conflict of mystery cults show the Mithraic military
discipline against the Christian priest-led popular
assembly. It is not a matter of myth and doctrine, for
in custom and culture, the mysteries were actual and
historical. Our word church disguises the Greek word
Eccles.ia; which was one of the mysteries; the democratic
assembly, which further expanded into the Ecumenial
Council. With the assertion of, and acceptance of,
Authority in the Ecclesia, the origin of the Church is a
matter of ecclesiastical history.

Myth and mystery may symbolise ignorance but not
insincerity. With divine pretentions it is passionately
human. It cannot be explained by personalities, political
power or Jesuitry. The Church is an organic growth, a
social organism, in which faith in acceptance of authority
is sacrifice of responsibility. To-day, ministry and
administration concern other professions than priesthood
and military. Yet the Church still remains, the
democratic mystery remains, and the problem of
authority remains. Do we not delegate our responsibility
in good faith, putting a cross on paper at elections?

H. H. PREECE.

WITH A BARE BODKIN

IT is a common practice- for suicides to leave letters
behind stating that they intend to kill themselves, though
often they fail to explain why, still less justify their
action.

1 am going to conform enough to type to write a last
letter but I know why i am ending my life, and | think
my reasons are good.

The high, first and prevailing one is that | wish every-
body else in the world dead before me.

Known now to psychologists is man’s vast though often
unconscious, preoccupation with death. Much of what
we do in life is conditioned by the simple fact of its
ending after a few troubled years, which are mainly nasty
and brutish. The subconscious mind keeps that truth
prominent in its store of vague concepts so that it con-
stantly colours all we do.

In a thousand ways we try to evade death ; some by
work and some by hobbies; others by pleasure-seeking
and dissipation.  Conversely ascetic and temperate
individuals attempt to postpone it, while a few thinkers
essay to contemplate death till it censes to cause them
terror.

It is not unknown for death to be welcome:-to the
very old, the sick and the weary ; to those baffled and
broken by the actualities of living, and in cases where
momentary horror transcends all other considerations.

The pursuit of myths; fame, honour, wealth, power,
influence, authority, reputation, eminence in many
directions are extensive sublimations of the fear of death.
The troubles and anxieties of parents are based largely
upon desire to reproduce themselves in their children
before dying. This is strongly shown in the care for
hereditary titles and property, the making of wills, the
endowment of - memorials and innumerable other ways
in which people seek to perpetuate remembrance of them-
selves after bodi'y extinction.

September
clegr

f,lat PreparationiV Ili,T mfint never ceases but it is
Z"Tied forward T ~ is of its chief purp<*’
Spiritualism anfl © antic!Pations of a future. ««e
craving for everliccncarnatl°n continue and exploit tip
beoad M, ottt SKShe. aspects of life it |
personal desire to li # “ human activities beside tin
'n representations 1t’ i m,lsic >i"d sculpture aoowW
requently barn im, (dat1s various features. J.e'
po,Nt in thousands  th's the,nem Death is the tumpt
or as break inthen”l ?°Vels and PJYs either as olax>
on fresh occurrences PM%%”&‘H&‘%EQC igHt |8E(§(r)1 %
) I
titivates its readers absorption in death Pt
murder the principal incident in nearly ninety Per
of the stories. «®®-;IeC

The subject of death appears always magnetic. h* it
and friends gather round a dying person. I'l,n@r iniSto,
witnessedu vand: c attended nwithy nearbuc -
perhaps pleasure, as weddings. Death forms Olle
main topics in women’s gossip, and often so ijl
talk. Coroners’ inquests and murder cases attrac < E&J&
to f-be courts and are reported fuller than other
pioceedings because there is a stronger public denial'l
details.

With a thrill almost of joy we read in our nf" ;j~tl'l
off disasters involving our fellows. The more d8? - '5
greater is our concentration upon the primacy
news

Killing for revenge, hatred, profit, sex repuls'0l g,
perversion, to escape pursuit; and many other reason”,.,
he found; is practised by individuals, sometimes
peration or fury, more often as result of cold calcIl ,(
So it has been for thousands of years, and .tabu *
detailed cases in history, literature and criminal i*1
«are read intently, almost with gloating. )

Those are only a small part of mankind’s predile<
fondness or mania for killing each other. Much
fascinating it is when the slaughter becomes holocn'
killing in numbers up to millions. . . jne

Then human nature can approach nearer to satis .
its bloodlust. Governments, holders of power and s<""'
after it make war an instrument of policy, have dona
for centuries. From 1939 to 1945 millions of people
killed, every device known to the- ingenuity of man . »
many more invented on purpose being bent to the
of killing, ’'I'lie same happened in 1914-19.

In between were many lesser wars and a long °nt
Japan invaded and attacked China. Great wars an »
numerous historically that the mere cataloguing of *ju¢
becomes wearisome: South African Wars, FrflUj,
Prussian, Crimean, Napoleonic, Seven Years, Spfillljv
Succession, Thirty Years, Hundred Years Wars, are =
a few. The list in Europe alone is appalling.

Every grent nation has tried to show and establish 1
greatness by war. Great Powers are those which j
most successfully waged wars. All the civilised 1 (
Christian* nations have gone <o war ns if to outvie
heathen, pagan, barbarian and ancient nations in mim'l i
killed ns well ns frequency of lights and in ferocity 1
savagery.

Still using war as policy the civilised nations, spread' »
their ethical superiority, fought against the aborifiit*
races of North and South America and the West 1"d'Yt
New Zealand, India, East, West and North ,Afriofli 1
East Indies and the littoral of China till the natives " Il
subdued, in many instances by sheer extermination .

When one nation was not fighting another, civil il
rent them. Federal and Confederate- States of Nop
America, Wars of the Roses and Great Rebellion 1

o0 0T
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Ig}qnq{ Peasants’ War in Germany, French and Russian
IPds can be named, and there are many others.
J ,u ast'c wars have been many as kings and emperors
C ? authority over lands and peoples. Rebellions like
.SPartacist War in Rome, the New England States
CJ England and the Indian Mutiny were notably
J & Ous. Racial wars as between England and Scotland
W, “ "gland and lIreland were protracted and bloody,
to. sf°r conquest, colonies, taxation and trade have been
fluent.
HJ ~ be out of the fray, religion has embittered
Md nuUs Wars and precipitated others as the Grusa es
ny EhiUp of Spain’'s campaigns against the Lowlands
M England.
horror and bloodshed, if not classified as war,
pogfoj, 6 "apal persecution of the Albigenses, recurrent
c~Mu"18 of Jews, witch hunts of medieval and later
o t] ri@® expulsion of Moors from Spain, and operations
afl 'V ~“man Catholic Inquisition and its imitation by
~Christian sects.
HitoJl 111 ariy country for the names of great national
\eg]*s Uld you will be told of fighters: Wellington,
artu’l ~al)oleon>Montcalm and dozens more. Kill one
t0J o People and you will be hanged on a gallows. Kill
el"desti ' lle<ter millions, and you will be elevated on a
~' @l for adoration instead of obloquy.
4i]] 1 Political argument, slaughter of one’s opponents is
j, Poetised, as it has been over centuries of strife.
o]ifAJS ons murderers and other felons and of those
li"M~med for unpopular views and ideas have always
mHl [Wtnessed as enjoyable spectacles by mobs.  This
V, * traced hack till we arrive at the impalement of
by Eastern potentates, crucifixions in the
Pop'l' hmpire, fights to death as pleasure shows for the
~ rre, cannibalism and human sacrifices to gods.
iifi? I®st manifestation, as callous as any and more cold-
idi tlran most was the destruction of thousands of
N\ 'n°n. Japanese by atom bombs in Hiroshima and
NIt The Emperor and his entourage, all aristo-
and ruling class of Japan were left alone.
< !'ch '8 mankind’s record. Threats for the future
i* 8afe bigger and bloodier wars. Meanwhile humanity
RadCikki,y Jetting toward starvation through under-
fevtilleti°n of necessities, chiefly foodstuffs. Yet most
\drKllrents are spending nearly half their incomes on
o ' Past, present and future, and withholding millions
P In from productive work. It is madness !
Iu8 sane 1 have one wish only : to survive as the last
Then would 1 gladly die, happy in the
fir e<ge that Homo Sapiens was extinct.

to, .among such a crew of maniacs as the human rac.:
Vv is.

> u t the methods of my end | remain dubious,
(pc!rtain what means to use for making death swift yet
I know of poisons which kill quickly as well
(I8jrely. Employingone of those would induce a private
iYh, unknown to any save my intimates and the
k °Uer'g court. Fanciful self-destruction like the old
i» tJln one of bleeding to death in a hath is ruled out, as
n..""necessary violence such as hurling myself in front of
\ ast train, though to clutch a high voltage eleciric cable
I J presumably be instantaneous.
i- incline to prefer something more public and
tTotacular as protest against the brutality and blood-
)Gtiness of that lustful animal called man; something
ljlidgNalise that as I cannot kill him in his myriads | will
L 'nyself to ensure separation from what shocks and
" ifies, me; has become entirely repugnant to hie.
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That might be achieved by shooting myself while stand-
ing in the middle of London or other great city at the time
of busiest traffic, so that it is all brought to a standstill.
Or loading myself with chains to be sure of sinking and
staying sunk, jump off a vehicle and passenger-thronged
bridge into a river. A. R. WILLIAMS.

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE

IN these days the majority of people have got more than
a smattering of science. Rut there is a hard core of
artistically-minded folk (especially in the so-called “ teen-
ager ” group) to whom any idea of scientific method
appears to be anathema. Just how to interest such
people in what science is doing is a problem which has
faced many of us; and now | think that | have hit on a
possible solution.

The more abstruse, mathematical aspects of science
are, of course, instantly repulsive to those who have not
had some sort of scientific training in their youth. But
such matters as bird-life and the flowers of our country-
side may attract because of their artistic or poetical
associations. And a study of birds or flowers may well
bring a knowledge of the development of scientific nomen-
clature—which is, at any rate, a first step towards the
understanding of the background from which science
evolves.

Two books, lately added to Messrs. Paul Elek’s “ Life
and Leisure '’ series, give g good impression of how this
can best he done. “ Common British Birds,” by Ralph
Whitlock, and “ Common British Flowers,” by
E. M. Turner, cost 7s. (id. each, and have such a number
of illustrations that they are, by present-day standards,
excellent value for money. The text is readable and
interesting, and, as | have said, the books do give a
sensible introduction to study.

This series of books is aimed principally, | feel, at the
reader who is capable of study but who lias no sort of
specialised knowledge. Therefore, those who wish to
acquire a modicum of knowledge on a subject previously
outside their scope can turn with confidence to the
volumes. And if you know of someone who is vaguely
interested in natural history hut who, nevertheless, thinks
that the talk of science providing a basis for a satisfactory
philosophy of life is nonsense—well, give him one or
other of the two books | have been here discussing, and 1
think you might well convert him.

Freethinkers are made in various ways. Some see
through the more superficial absurdities of religion and
so are driven to think for themselves. Others, on the
other hand, appear to have been brought round to a
rational point of view by what is perhaps a more con-
structive course of thought—by studying the development
of science.

And the study of botany or biology may be the stepping
stone to g detailed knowledge of scientific method. There-
fore, 1 say that elementary books, such as those \ have
here recommended, may be of extreme value in some
people’s lives.

JOHN ROWLAND.

ASK YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY
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THE FREETHINKER
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ACID DROPS

The congregation of Ghamley Green, Surrey, have upset
their Vicar, the Rev. M. Alexander, by their parsimoni-
ousness. The Vicar snorts with disgust at his meagre
collection and says that the congregation is suffering from
“ copperitis.” 4le begs of them to increase their con-
tributions instead of placing the sfnalleet coins they can
find. Well, well, if the quotation that the “ labourer is
worthy of his hire” applies, it is perhaps the parishioners’
measure of their parson’s worth. The Parson is not
so doubtful. Cash before Christ seems to be his motto.

British scientists have discovered a new way of deter-
mining the age of fossilised skulls and bones by the
detection of donne gas which is locked in the process
of fossilisation. Tests have already been applied to the
Galley Hill skeleton which was previously thought to be
over 250,000 years old, but is now thought to be no
more than 10,000 yearn. No doubt the discovery will
make our Christians whoop with joy for one of the
greatest blows struck against the authority of the Bible
was the discovery that man existed long before the time
implied in the Bible. However, even at 10,000 years,
this still makes the Creation story a mere 5,000 years
out of date, so Bibliolatons will still have to insist that

It is really amusing to be told' continually by mission-
aries that there is ‘** a real need and a great demand for
Christianity in the far-flung outposts of civilisation,”
and usually it i~ added that churches are packed and
the mservices crowded out; in fact the area could be “ won
for Christ ” if only Christians at home would dig deeper
into their pockets, and do not forget to pray. To judge
from the complaints at home, we would imagine that
missionaries would have plenty of work trying to con-
vert the “ heathen ” at home, for so few people go to
church that there is talk of closing some churches in
order to be able comfortably to fill others.

It is very interesting to note that Church Missions
have successfully invaded some of the holiday camps.
The Bishop of Lincoln, for example, was the chief attrac-
tion recently at Skegness, using one of the theatres and,
for a children’s sorvice, lie used one of the ballrooms. It
appears fliat the children were singing “ Pop goes the
Weasel,” hut the Bishop soon changed that and in u few
moments they were singing “ lie who would valiant he ”
with just as much enthusiasm. Needless to add that the
inevitable “ Lord’'s Prayer ” followed with the Bishop
“ blessing.” the poor Kids.

Lt appears also that one of the chaplains said that they
were not there to make converts, but to “ feed the sheep
we already have.” Every effort in this direction will he
made—as well as getting more full-time chaplains in the
camps. We would dearly like to know—though there is
little hope of a reply—what .Mr. Butlin, for example,
would say if lie were asked to allow an N.S.S. speaker to
address the camp, and particularly the children? What
would happen if one of the holiday campers were an
unbeliever and used the theatre to address a meeting
giving Christianity a high old time? What would the
dear Bishop and his old lady friends say? Wouldn't
Mr, Butlin get the shock of his life!

Two hundred ministers of the Czechoslovak Church
have sent the government a telegram promising to co-
operate with its most progressive elements “ in the con-
struction of the new Socialist society.” They added,
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religious missi’ lut we shall thus best fudil 5

'"ndeZZ t sPirit of Jesus Christ. \1]

Perhaps h |, answerof °ur Atheist .marxists Isto th ;

that Jesus ri  1y-Would be that it is at last being”™
W5 Chnst Is”  Atheist Marxist.

attend Mas« 1lleenan 1B discovered that “ many
in factas -, J.u n°f ri'il,,.y m possession of the Fadl
attend a Mission™* T ~ Tcg,'lar Mass-goers neverw _
traditional lovaitw lave only> u”° are to'' ,r
Part can’t blam ? ta™ U VII»Ue belief.” Well, °n.°:
9"&?@ ’IQUtppegH inn.l’t')eTirrﬁgnrtjleIg en%%s%%slg yS#oE%gaT'
Heenans 18 another matter.

Bishop Petit of Menevia told an enthusiastic aU j)
the other day that “ there are hidden forces " oery,
I ie Church.” We think this is a wonderful disc» w
though he could never include the work of the Freeth la ,
movement among the “ hidden ” forces. We attack t
Churches openly, our “ infidel ” books can be " f
anywhere, and we are always ready to meet a defena@ltjtj
the Church on an open platform. It is the Bishop »

tlle Fr. Heenans who pretend that there
hidden  forces at work against their Church be(* #
the last thing they want to do is to meet Freeth"l'
in an open debate.

Vatican officials have denied that the bones ol '
have so far been found, in spite of persisten rumours
they are in an urn found seven years ago. We sl'i
that nothing would give the authorities more
than to announce that something about Peter has
found ; but in actual fact, the only work which monm ..
him is the New Testament—all other nforinatil'l ()
purely legendary. Or, to put it more bluntly, there > r
more evidence that there was a Peter than that there
a Jesus. The story of Peter with his keys and two
is suspiciously like that of Janus, and Janus was a «W

The South African Government, which is tIion"r’ljb
Christian, has now carried its policy of racial disci" *
ton a step further by reducing the meals providel
native children in their schools. They have
imposed “ every conceivable re§ulation t9 maim j.
provision of school meals as difficult as possible iK' m,-
ing to the (‘liurch Times. And the same journal 1»
not mince matters when it adds, “ The foulness oi ,.y
racial policy of the present South African Government,
never been so clearly dispayed as in this crime agll
the children.” What an indictment of Christianit.'

“ Candidas ” of the Daily Graphic, is of the op'lA
that “ 99 per cent, of the people of this country " |t
Sunday to be a day of rest, and nobody wishes
Sabbath to be desecrated.” Of course, it's all acre'l
to what one means by desecration and by day of u"(]
If it mean« cinemas, theatres, sports meetings,
tours, etc., then we would think that 99 per cent.
in favour of desecration, and it is only the one per ‘'
who would regard this as otherwise. e

THINGS WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW—

Did Dean Inge, who will lie 8!) this year and \)\O
gave his last sermon recently, tell the congregl
exactly how much of Christianity he really believe*

Did the Red Dean, during his visit to Moscow,
anything from the Anti-God Museum?
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SUGAR PLUMS

Will .Manoliesfeeir 'Brancli N.SAv members and
I(10s please note tliafc it will be having a re-union
Ll Uxday, October 2, at 7-30 p.m. Tea and biscuits
N “e provided at the L.und-o-Cakes Hotel, Lever
i Nllj (°Be minute from Piccadilly). A short address
% o' hiven by the President, and future activities of
Id 'Hnich discussed. Arrangements have been made
feting* every Sunday and Tuesday, at 7-30 p.m.,
'R the season for lectures and discussions.

Maple, Secretary of file newly-formed
instead Branch N.S.S., reports a very successful
HiJual Meeting last Thursday. Mrs. Ruby Tabois'
(Iim~s W:as well received, and was followed by a lively
iulr?sio»  Another meeting will be held next month,
ﬂ_i"kgéﬂS will be given in the Lecture Notices. Free

ire urged to help, to make this Branch a
UGeess, jnd are asked to get in touch with the
Netary, E. Maple, 35, New Wanstead, Wanstead,

, '«.Bradford Branch N.S.S. has lost no time in
N | S from open-air work to indoor meetings.

"y (September 18), Mr. J. T. Brighton opens the
N'In with a lecture in the Science Room of the
(i 'I'jl'anics’ Institute, Town Hull «Square, Bradford, at
> Pun., on the subject of “ Parsons, Progress and
L'Tle.” The Bradford Branch possesses some very
v;H' members much, useful *work is done, and the
,”'1 of Mr. Brighton should encourage concerned to
ale it a successful meeting.

Lltie “ Faith of our Fathers ” is not quite so firm as
«"',}>n Catholics would have us believe, for Fr. Heenan,
i Ittrioi- of the Catholic Missionary Society (England
(jM'" regarded as beyond the pale and is still in process
t Ming converted) is not satisfied with people who go
il'hiss purely as the result of habit and take no interest
Vol that. According to the dictionary, habit is
"Ii“t,.tled a« practice which has become customary or
,m°matic. Fr. Heenan ought to let well alone; liis
90 may yet break their habit.
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After all the permissions to go up Mt. Ararat, and all
the refusals, we understand an American expedition
began its work to discover Noah's Ark a week or so ago.
Fortunately, it lias three assets—a “ hunch ” from an
American minister that the Ark is there, the report from
a Russian aviator, and the belief of the peasants—who
have never seen it—that it must be there. -We can add
a fourth asset. It is the belief of millions of Christians
in the literal accuracy of the Old Testament. *“ Trimmer,”
of the Church Times gives a further * reflexion.”
“ Even if they do not find the ark,” he wittily says, “ it
will not prove that the Ark is not there.” A marvellous
piece of cogent analysis |

Archbishop Downey let himself go in a flounder of
words the other day on the “ Assumption ” of Mary.
The present Pope wants to make it a dogma of the
Church, so the Archbishop asks Ids sheep to pray “ that
this doctrine of the bodily Assumption of our Blessed
Lady he solemnly defined in our day as a dogma of Faith
to the greater glory of God and exaltation of His holy
mother.” In the face of this, there are still Catholics
who deny that when we claim that they say God had a
mother, we were not telling the truth.

It is 100 years ago since Pope IX decided that it was
time to make the Immaculate Conception a dogma, and
we can quite understand that Pope Nil wants to have
his name immortalised for a similar piece of balderdash.
The glory of the corporal Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin “ is but the necessary complement,” says Arch-
bishop Downey, “ of the Immaculate conception and a
crowning joy to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Cause
of our Joy.” How well believers relish this kind of
religious twaddle 1

For 3s. fid.,, the Rev. F. L. Wheeler answers the title
of his new book— Who is God? He evidently ieels that,
after nearly 2,000 years of .Christianity and thousands of
hooks all dealing with God Almighty, the average
Christian is still ignorant of the Lord and has to be told
“ the sort of Person He is,” ns the publisher’s blurb bus
it. Well, there is one consolation about his God—he is
not an “ Unknown ” or an “ Absolute.” He is definitely
a “ Person,” and we are back to the dear old anthropo-
morphic Deity so' many earnest, intellectual Christians
have in the past done their best to get rid of. As Mr.
Wheeler would say—how the devil can anyone pray to an
Absolute or an Unknown? God must be a Person.

Chief Rabbi Israel Brodie, in a letter to The Times,
thinks that the Calendar Reform which is to he spon-
sored by two Panamanian delegates to U.N.O. is
fantastic, and a grave threat to religion,’ He hopes that
Christians as well as Jews will oppose the reform. The
Rabbi lins worked out that the Jewish Sabbath is likely
to fall on a Friday and the Christian Sabbath on a
Saturday, and 'in a leap year they will he different. A
wandering Sabbath, thinks the Rabbi, would be little
short of a catastrophe, would violate biblical injunctions
and would lie a cruel infliction on pious and God-fearing
men. Which is about the most “ pathetic ” reason
U.N.O. is likely to liear in the opposition speeches. The
question arises, Ls God at home only to the Jews on
Saturday, and to the Christians on Sunday? We can
imagine Jehovah asking the heavenly timekeeper—
“ Whose day is it to-day? ”
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ARE WE UNFAIR ?

EVERY week, “ The Freethinker ”
letters from all kinds of Christians, mostly letters of
abuse, in some cases trying to put us right on matters
of fact—or speculation. Wherever possible,’ we try to
answer fairly hut, of course, our replies are very often
not allowed to be read. As far as his flock is concerned,
the average priest and parson prefer to boycott this
journal, and from their point of view they are quite
right. We are, arid mean to be, for all religions, intel-
lectual dynamite.
Here; is a typical letter: —
Sm,
1 have just been reading your weekly magazine called
“ Tlie Freethinker,” and think it most unfair the way you
attack a certain Religion (Roman Catholicism). L also
take a very poor view of the way one of your writers wrote
about the misfortune of an elderly lady who died at
Lourdes. Enclosed is a newspaper cutting of a cure which
took place there, and also a cutting to show you how well
and truly Roman Catholics stick to their Religion (and
without force).
Would you be so kind as to answer the questions below : —
(1) Why do you attack the Roman Catholic Church?
(2) Has the Roman Catholic Church or its priests done
you any harm?
A Tnup, and Faithful Roman Catholic.

Now, whether this lady (who gives her name and
address) will be allowed to read the reply to her ques-
tions., remains to be seen. Hut if she is, she cannot
deny that it will not make the «lightest difference to
her Roman Catholicism. She will still be ready to be
bamboozled by her Church; she will still think that a

office receives

priest is a man of God,” something holy, sacred,
almost untouchable by mere men and women.
Now, the straight reply to her first question is that

we are sure the Christian religion, as represented by the
Romnn Church, is not true. That is, we say outright
that its Gods, Devils, Miracles, its Heaven and Hell
and Purgatory, are just lies. Why it is unfair to say
this? Roman Catholics have every right to believe their
religion ai they want to, and they need never see “ The
Freethinker.” Their priests arid bishops never cease
attacking Materialism and Secularism and Atheism.
They cull theme systems of thought all the foul names
they can, utterly disregarding the sensitive feelings of
Atheists, Materialists, and Secularists. Every week in
the Universe will be found heated pronouncements
against unbelievers, and urgent calls to annihilate their
unbelief. Yet no Atheist, as far as | know, has ever sent
a letter to a priest whining to him to stop his attacks.

We are asked, “ Has the Roman Catholic Church or
its priest« done you any harm? ” The answer is not
just a plain “ Yes ” or “ No.”

The Roman Church has now no power to do an
individual unbeliever any physical harm. When it had
the power, there is no crime committed by the Nazis
which the Church did not joyfully enjoin on its followers.
They were told to burn alive, to torture and mutilate,
to imprison and rob, every unbeliever possible. It was
tlie Roman Catholic Church that burnt poor Joan of
Arc as a witch, ft was Vanini who had his tongue torn
out by red hot pincers before being murdered because
he did not believe the lies of the Church. It was a
hoy of 18, do la Barre, who was murdered by the Holy
Faith because he did not grovel before a religious pro-
cession. And there were hundreds of thousands of similar
cas.e& when the Church had the power.

It has not that power now—at least not in what we
call civilised countries; hut lie would he a hold prophet
to claim that if Rome could again make nations tremble
at its anathemas, whether the Inquisition would not be

September
set up once, more. The lady who wrote the the
should read the accounts of the trials for "'*t IluiolsU
tHals of poor &8 women;—many of il ofidl

demented, the trials of young children for s9rc jMinii'

even of animals, and think of burning mive ~ectly

beings of all ages, after frightful tortures, for * 1 jn tl'e

imaginary crime; a crime denounced, it is

Bible, hut quite imaginary for all that. . g &di
The Roman Catholic Church was comnriR'i&€ g ,go,

crimes in the Papal States up to about 100 e , ftk
hut it is easy conveniently to forget history
what harm has it done us? (jhur™l

Supposing 1 were to write an attack on ti*e ~ get
based entirely on historical facts, and manag0l ~t.
a reputable publisher to put the book on the ad
Immediately, the “ Party” would get togetl DG
politelv inform the publisher that if he did n° Ny.
withdraw the book, all his publications would  ~alljJ
cotted, and every bookseller who displayed” cOP* C|arty
be boydatted dinigvanyiuCatholicogiossile. The re
moves_heaven and earth to see that school boO's
how written as far as possible in conformity tfl"
Church of Rome; and in some instances, we kno il
the Church has tampered even with the Knc.yc(
Britannica. But it

Catholics' are, of course, overjoyed at all this
Is the answer to the question about what harm has
done us now, individually

We might well retort—though we do not—what ha
has an individual Atheist done an individual *tl
Catholic? And let me make one point clear. A pal leﬁ-
priest or parson may be a most charming and c0,.U
individual, and 1 have met many such. 1 am, UK, vi'
quite convinced that in some cases they may be a PL ~
for gexxl in social services. We do not attack indiv> |
for these things. We attack the outworn, 01K
superstition called Roman Catholicism which is ha )
bv a huge organisation, a religion for which there
justification in history or science. But more thatl
we attack all religions; the Roman Faith is juS*
of hundreds. a5

What about the poor old lady who died at 2jOUo iiF
Surely every intelligent person can see in Lourdes n™ nOjt
hut a monstrous ramp; thousands of poor .sick Pc™
inveigled into paying hard-earned money in the hoPe™y,
getting a million-to-one curd. They are lured there  jji
most impudent of lies, and the terrible thing Is
hopeless misery caused to these sick people bv e
hope, It is difficult to express the contempt 've
for this sordid and ghastly fraud. jje

1 have refrained from discussing here the political g
of the Vatican, so little known bv its dupes. H' 7~
terrific case can he made against the Roman Church
this count alone. n

It will take many many years before the average ™ yiiS
Catholic can pluck up courage and read without
our charges against reljgion in general arid

........................ We wonder whethgr “ 1 1
and faithful Roman Cathollc " will ever dare to t
Ingersoll's Rome or Reason and begin to feel at
what freedom from superstition and fear really rneal

H. CUTNEK'

tinri

One of the bo.it examples of the great inventor E'ljA,)}
wit is recorded. A gentleman representing the baud)p]®
committee of a city church called to see Mr. Edison.
committee had been unable to decide whether to eg»lp r>
church with lightning rods or not, and had sent to ,_
Mr. Edison’s opinion on the matter.

* By all means,”
Edison, “ put on the rods, Yon know Providence is
times absent-minded.”
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""-uao-nfu Saint Crispin has no connection with the
llghes ~eist made notorious, years ago, by Hugh Trie*
»oeng] g Methodist Parson, in London.
«dzig ™'l 18 Sampson Arnold Mackay, an extraordinary
prices °t a seiTeducgted man who mastered abstruse
fdej °r antiquity to prove that modern religions are
His P?rnicious and harmful to National Society.
Astronomy of the Ancients” ;
and “ The
” were published during

"piou  Mythological

< (> /rauds “ Lectures on Geology

I . , en”al Emancipation

My skilful

as 1830, in Norwich, where he died, 1846.
tiugj Jlacted to these books, when Mr.

Sladen, the

"rote t (,Ji"eni of the British Museum Reading Room,
hook me’ *une ife 1920), asking for information ot
hit . Mackay's “ Sphinxiad,” of which | have a copy,
is a cleverly
‘osho  udrawing ~le Zodiac, constructed to revolve
"nen Y hqy the Signs of thg Zodiac have their places
V h le °un shines upen them, as viewed from the
i’ during its annual revolutions to form the four

< 18. This scientific diagram is the frontispiece to
aU' 8 “ Mythological Astronomy,” and the Museum

tontri 18 n°l a book.

1 "ho [BLe was noted accordingly.

The *

Sphinxiad

Mackay’s orrery is

"l t]i Inec”anical apparatus to give ocular demonstration
‘tter e m°vements of heavenly bodies;

hiy," NtllIS details, because Freethinkers with whom

record these

i|8& COnersed knew little, or nothing, of Mackay as
jj OJarly teacher of good sense, versus all religions,

was a master of comparative ancient lan-
<intBas aPplied to the gods of Olympus and the eastern

Ti€S, the superstitious

places

where holy

scribes

lly fa*ed books of revelation and rubbish which form
Mrgbasis of the English Bible called the Revised
)10’ *ranslated out of the Original Tongues with
1 y thousands of various readings; for example, here
g ® hi which ancient palaeography* shows the sign

tC~ifymg, “ he who,” but the forgers by placing a

W « "cross the Os makes the rendering, “ god,” equal
m le Greek, Theos. Again, with the well-known biblical
tioo s'on>*“ The fool hath said in his heart, there is

i,0°dV an easy and slight alteration of the ancient
o '’ being originally the literal sign equal to “ a” ;
e the fool hath said in his heart, there is a

tjTickay's knowledge of palaeography was thorough, as

cJerical oppressors well knew, when in debate, and it
?Sthe Rev. George Oliver who described Mackay as
ji? Atheist Shoemaker, during a controversy about dogs
Jy- s°”domites, whether they are in Heaven, or not (Rev.
t] 15). These unnatural creatures, catamites, being
I jdioned in Dent, xxiii. 17, about their prices for hire,
S _ thy servant a dog that he
rﬁ]"u’d do this thing? ” were explained to the parson,
igP8l Mackay told to read the Bible as: Phil, iii, 2, etc.,

1 the aid of jruden’s “ Concordance.”

K' t"okay’s six publications are very scarce, and one ol
Ap hooks, which T have, was used by Gerald Massey
writing his elaborate works on Ancient Egypt and

the expression :

1

it tyaekay’s “ Ancient
= "ious antiquity.”

evolution of Christianity.
Man’'s Best Friend,

Jewish

or The Evils of Pious
I-Nds,” Mackey quotes Voltaire, " ke is mans best
(fd who un-deceives him,” and goes on tostate: ” It
 u Well-known fact that hypocrisy is universally des-
7'd. and of all the frauds that have been practised, on
National scale, those that are said to have proceeded

Writings

and

others

of

from the mouth of God have produced the greatest
calamities; it is these pious frauds that have set men.
at variance against their fathers and overturned the
harmony of society.” The Bible tells us that the Jews,
chosen people of God, were an illiterate, malignant race
foremost on record as pious murderers; and this is the
stuff on which Christianity is founded, and still taught
in synagogues and cathedrals at an annual cost of
millions sterling!
WM. AUGUSTUS VAUGHAN.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

THE Reverend Father in Christ, the Lord Pierre, by
Divine Mercy, Bishop of Beauvais.

Such were the entitlements of the gentleman who, in
the early years of the fifteenth century took upon himself
the honour of conducting the trial of Joan of Arc. The
See of Rouen was conveniently vacant and surely such
devotion to duty would receive its just reward.

Preparations had already been made for Joan’s execu-
tion and all that remained was to proceed with the trial.
She was not yet twenty years old and came of country-
tied stock. Unable to read or write (few of that period
could do either) she was to become one of the world’'s
greatest military commanders—at any rate, that is the
view expressed by colleagues who fought by her side,
captains trained in the art of war.

She was held under the charge of being a witch in
league with the devil. But that is not why she was
burned. The Church of Rome must be supreme and for
a slip of a girl not yet out of her teens to set herself up
against the power of the Pope—well, that could not be
tolerated.

France, in the year of our Lord 1425, was decidedly in
a bad way. A foreign power had not only conquered part
of Northern France but had actually been welcomed in
Paris. King and Court fled south to Chinon with here
and there towns holding out against the invader, here
and there submitting for political reasons (cats jump
one way or perhaps another) and at times going over to
the enemy through flat bribery as ever was committed.

Realising the muddle that statesmen have allowed the
country to get into, Joan, urged on by her voices (so she
asserted) declared her intention of travelling the few
hundred miles over hostile country to see her lord and
king and arrange that he should be properly crowned and
annointed with sacred oil; then to instil into him sufficient
energy to attack the invader and drive him into the sea.
Which she proceeded to carry out. If she failed to force
the godains as she called the enemy (a corruption of an
English oath) back across the channel, it was not
altogether her fault.

She showed such tremendous enthusiasm at Orleans
that the invader was routed and the town saved, she her-
self being acclaimed as the saviour of her country—
which indeed she was. She might even have succeeded
in her attack on Paris had not her mentally defective king
deliberately prevented her by destroying a bridge which
she must cross to get at the enemy in Paris.

Naturally enough, she was bitterly hated by her
English enemies, who had sworn to burn this witclf, this
limb of satan, if ever they could lay their hands on her.
And this they did.

Joan was captured at Compiegne in circumstances not
too creditable to the French commander of that town.
Instead of realising her danger and sending further help,
he raised the drawbridge, thus cutting her off.
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This is where the Reverend Father in Christ, the Lord
Bishop, etc., comes into the picture. A trial in the
fifteenth century was quite a different sort of thing from
what we know to-day. The prisoner was first questioned,
without knowing either the charge or who made it, and
the indictment framed accordingly. And what questions!
Since she persisted in belief in her “ voices ” she was
asked to describe them. Her judges (including a Bishop,
(52 Assessors, doctors front the University of Paris, etc.)
knew in their great wisdom, through channels of know-
ledge denied to lesser folk, that the voices of demons
and goblins squeaked and gibbered like the unoiled wheel
of acart and if only Joan would admit the croak, then she
was doomed indeed. It appeared that anyone could bully
her with questionings. One Assessor was burdened with
a provincial accent and he asked her whether her voices
spoke French, whereupon she up and told him they spoke
good French—better than his.

During her campaign, a noted footpad had fallen into
her hands as prisoner. Ho was badly wanted by the
civil authorities and Joan handed him over to them for
execution. This was a mistake and her tormentors—
pardon, her judges—were not slow to take advantage of
it. But how was Joan to be expected to know the rules
of war? And what under heaven, had it to do with her
trial as a witch? Anyway, is it not precisely what had
been done to her—taken prisoner and then handed over
to civil authorities for trial and death?

It was also demanded of her to name the real Pope.
Yes, there were two at least of these individuals, both
claiming the honour. But the question was just another
trap, it is not surprising that she sometimes failed to
give the best answer to her inquisitors, but could the
following be bettered? To “ Are you now in a state of
grace?” her reply was 1l If 1 am not, may (loci place me
there; if 1 am, may God so keep me.” If she had said
“ No ” it would have been taken as an admission of
guilt; if “ Yes,” of collosal impudence. Bravely
spoken, Joan ! And so in their zeal for the good name of
religion, they burned her. In her last dying agony she
wailed the name “ Jesus.” Bravely died, Joan! Her
lord and king, Louis VII of Frapce had not stirred himself
lo hold out a helping hand to her during her imprisonment
and trial—he might have offered a ransom (she had been
bought by the English for £10,000) or have made an
attempt at military force, but he did nothing. Joan died
with the name of Jesus on her lips when she might with
reason have cried “ My king, my king! why hast thou
forsaken me?”

The foregoing was suggested by the appearance of a
film of her life shown in London recently. Books without
end have been written round this teenager of the fifteenth
century and now we have a film. It is bound to be one-
sided. Tbe Church of Rome would not permit the truth
to be told nor would a producer dare make the film with-
out the approval of Rome. Why should they risk
financial loss?

What the Lord thought of it all we shall never know.
Certainly Pierre, Lord Bishop of Beauvais, etc., etc.,
was denied the coveted Archbishopric. But if the deitv
is silent, we are in no doubt as to tbe feelings of tbe
common people. They dug up the bishop’s body (be had
in tbe meantime passed over to his rest in the bosom of
the Church Triumphant) and threw it into a drain to rot,
and there let us leave it. Rcquiescat in pace.

Poor Joan. Bravely lived and bravely died.

It is comforting to know that if was all done to the
greater glory of God. Gloria in excelsis deo.

S. ROBERTS.
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CORRESPONDENCE

MR. GALLAGHER REPLIES < T
Sin,—-Mr. Ridley says regarding what he calls 117 , j-fllp,

earnest ” over Rome and Moscow, “ | caq_ hf '@ in t1
with tlio classic dictum of Aristotle: i

middle.” ”

or els® *Vd,ey is not a thinker, free or ovy )ia

ssssCis

middle-way between Communis'
d

rpa

Capitalism.' .
Even Mr. Attlee and his colleagues accepted *"\l,sr(ip<’

<ictum and fervently declared that Labour BnL"1 gOyi't

seated u “ middle way ” between the extreme <» ‘'
ommunism and the extreme of American individually ' illi{
M here are these “ middle-of-the-roaders” now? Amp
lossnian, Right and Left, gone wholly over to the wul

war against Communism. sjtioi*

Ridley, hearken to me, there is no middle 11 rj|+
possible. For Capitalism or Communism— for the ol ., dl

oi the new that is the issue every active thinking
woman has to face. The Church has offered itself and I = >h
accepted, as an ally in tho war against Communism-
(Nicholson therefore is quite logical. He, like Rid1)" puff
the forces against Communism and ho frankly reeogm”s )N
\i 0..T?03 j"elude tho Vatican and the Church fl101,:0nil
Mi-; Ridley hedges on this. Ho pleads his internal i
activities and writings, his membership of the National * | &
"l the 1.L.P. as a guarantee against his giving supp
reaction. Am | allowed to laugh at that, Mr. Ridley-
Have you ever heard of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald pir
long years of international activity and membership Ol qgr.
National Council of the I.L.P.? Or did you know th® '
Ernest Bovin was, as | was, a member of the “ revolution* ~
Social Democratic Federation and that lie did. >» n
at the Leeds Conference (1917) lor tli-e setting up ol the
and Soldiers Councils in Britain, offer to give his life , Ol
revolution? Do you think he’ll offer his life for the revol”
at Washington, Mr. Ridley?
Mr Ridl-ey says he’'ll believe in the “ withering away O JX-
State ' when he sees it. There’s a thinker for you.
going to do honour to the memory of Giordano Bruno. . juo
was it Giordano Bruno taught, Mi-. Ridley? Was it .soiretRjic
everyone could see, or was it something that required sat, {nF
study and that called for very deep thinking. See, every 'A,,-
is of necessity totalitarian (1 don’t like that word but J sM'L]i-
I I havo to use it). Tho State in this country is “ L.i, i
tanan hut it has always been able to cover itself "1
facade of toleration. Only when a critical situation dew”
does its real nature bocomo apparent. Y
Take the rei-imt Dock Strike. Out of a population of M e
fifty million, 15,000 went on strike for two or three tiff
15,000 London dockers, and did you notice how quid' J jp
facade was torn down and the Totalitarian character °
State exposed in all its nakedness? f X
But history makes it clear that when a particular ‘J1
state outlives its usefulness, it goes. It can’t he saved.
over hard those who nmy he interested in its inainteim,uu i
to keep it going. But all former states were overthrown i
new rising class, who in the progess of the struggle ftranlll
State machine of their own. In tho case.of.the Soviet t
there can be no new class, so when tho Proletarian State

outlived its usefulness, it will, as Marx has well said, “ " A\, d*
away.” There will be no function for it to perform, no
for it to do, it will die out. J1

“ 1I'll believe it when 1 see it,” says Mr. Ridley. 'H10 Nn
launches out in the quite, accepted, orthodox attack on
Communists and on the Soviet Union. ]

Take this for example. “ there are thus more Socialist®. * f,
‘Tories’ or Fascists in Communistic gaols.” This, 1 * p-
is a common accusation on the part of certain types of n
Coinnmnists. Yet it is so silly that | can scarcely credit 1uyi
one claiming the most elementary understanding nuikmff
of it.

But before dealing with the,accusation itself, lot me ask W
Ridley, “ have you seen these ‘' imprisoned ' Socialists
your own eyes. Mr. Ridlev, or has someone told you a
you wanted to nearP ” Mr. Ridley will answer, “ Oh, r'
body knows it.”

Yes Mr. Ridley, everybody knew the sun travelled .ir
the heavens, so they burned Giordano Bruno. Now tn gi
refutation. What is a Socialist? A Socialist is mu' ' il
believes, and wlm advocates, that the land and the menu-j
production, distribution and exchange should he national!l®1 1
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v ftlﬁev’?e comm®’n property of the people. |§ ——————
II'" tall fi,,,i t'y objection to that definition. 1 don't thmk
v .I'are ue a, etter- Now, Mr. Ridley, do you .really believe
"pbon Of °i] 3in the Soviet Union advocating the nationali-
Jiiexeiiaa'e lilhd and the means oF produewon, diberiBltion
i yau ljPi-“ej aid that they are being put in gaol for so doing?
| tle shoum °j tlkatt, you'd believe anything. Jonah and the
izdy |, ,u 1)® easy for you. Anybody advocating what has
Bijdnm Eorsdl *accomPlisbeti would obviously be in need, not of
t-°t rid fCt|on> but of mental treatment
,»King  j~your.prejudice, Mr. Ridley, and do a little serious
1"@n Pp here is no middle road; for Communism or against.
'Saiiite .’ISarnst, do not lie ashamed, openly and frankly
'th your allies—Yours, etc.,,

W illiam Gallaghisii, M.P.

RATIONALISM

mt‘% Mr. A. Yates’ article on “ Rationalism ”. would seem
"1 t0 ler cheap jibe at an organisation which lias done
10f roo I~ ifeethought to the man-in-the-street.
lwe'fib(, f|Se’ ’'.Rationalism '’ is not a strict definition to
' difr,r.10,bnilosophv of the godless.. And of ceurse, there
‘brnifi'‘ircnt viewpoints within the Rafionalist Yold, That
Ifilik nf r’ an<J must he, so. Varying opinions are,fh@ bal-
Ry , freedom of thought; if we were to accept unreservedly
JIi ,U <0"ind our thoughts would not progress.
i8] lliclgail i, "bach Mr. Yates writes, “ The Freethinker,”
“I\p movement which | presume he supports, namely,
I.. 'Allought,” are titled by similar “ cupherisms ” to those
I ,i gnosticism ” and “ Rationalism ” which he so despises.
fiii,],1" t think anyone would claim that freedom of thought
"ic ,,®ecessarily lead one to atheism. Unfettered philosophis-
rike leasonably produce all sorts of views, however

fir

W > tes terms agnosticism “ a doctrine which exalts
hem 'S'i‘'nt ignorance into a philosophic virtue.” The state-
*binii's a" obvious falsehood. An agnostic is one who, having

i the arguments in favour and against a deity, hak
‘tat, "",esty to confess that it is beyond bis ken to positively
fill;,, 'i{""tiler or not there is such a being. Few agnostics

fb. ky acquiesce to that position. They would like to know
Vi'plls" ei”” hut understand that they cannot fairly give it.
I'ntv IMay he, outside their realm of experience, some such
11]|,, :is a god— it may be that the entire pattern and progress
' tiiil'jill' '01'80 is guided by his plans. However, the agnostic
"ily j 8 thO religionist, for, having determined no practical
bha 1L "hich a god, if there he one, influences Man, chooses
without him.
Pam- origin of religion was that Man, since it was un-
IHIl|.Mg to his ego not to understand the incompreheiisihle,
'In ( 91' forces and entities which would explain, in summary,
it t 116 I7aid°rn of existence. In other words, he merely
., fill in the gaps in his own knowledge.
v A ind | am inclined to think
in the same snare. Rigid
fi'iw"l is 11 Jiice aggressive doctrine in its way, but it, too,
i"lit *e ' Liln away what it does not understand. The state-
fi h, ,iuere is no god ” is a completely illogical proposition.
Pfiv, 111 take an omniscient intelligence to explore the
sufficiently to find out. Even for an omniscient
"titv><,nc* Illa}," Ora proposition is illogical, since such an
1, "vuld at Ieast be something in the nature of a God.
"Ife, .'«Prt.to Rationalism. Air. Yates, a few paragraphs
VI'i'tx'Ising the R..P.A. formula as “ vague and diffused,”
"Uiii s fi'L article by avowing that it lias a very definite
'g-  Will bo please make up his mind.—Yours, etc.,
J. G Ha\/IeSA

hjit' 'fir. Ridley’s article on Freethought and the Totali-
Ri," 1 State lias indeed stirred up a lot of criticism, all to
,@lifol)d, and 1 should like to avail myself, once more, of your
I'ttlnns to eularge on the statements made in my previous

Nil'tain]y it tiO(s ji])pear, looking back, that my attitude was
b I'" hat that of a Dr. Pangloss and Mr. Ridley was justified
1i|: | filing it “ unconquerable optimism,” but that is because
I not state my position with sufficient clarity.
hji fin believe, and | see from Mr. Ridley’s letter that lie also
fiiii vps, that evontually it is inevitable for Freethonght to
0Jath, just as it is impossible to destroy the Freethinker.
u course “ time is the essence of the contract ” and | am
"f "u aware of that fact ns Mr. Ridley. The free expression
standpoint is in danger and it is of the utmost necessity
fit, 1mcethinkers, Rationalists, if al, to fight for the preserva-
y °f oni' freedom and to further it.
fiii Lconsolation can be derived from tlie knowledge that some
" in the “ never never ” we shall probably win, if in the
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fight wo aro to >0 once again submerged for some indefinite
period, during which the supremacy of a religion, be it Koine,
Moscow, Washington, or any other, shall be allowed to destroy
those who aro opposed to it.
Therefore, | should like to take this opportunity to say that
1 stand with Mr. Ridley in his attitude towards the Totali-
tarian State (or condition) and shall fight for the retention
and advancement of our cause. However, | should also like to
point out that Mr. Ridley does accept that the Individual is
indestructible and will ultimately come into his own; but it
is up to us, the individuals of to-day, whether that ultimate
comes now or after the impending Hark Ages.—Yours, etc.,
Phtkr Cross.

TOTALITARIANISM

Sin,—Ref. Air. Ridley’s letter in your issue of September 4,
might | be permitted to observe that my earlier letter, to
which he refers, was not “ provoked,” as he seems to think,
by his nrticlo on Freethought and Totalitarianism. It was
written on a point which arose from his earlier article on the
Belgian elections. If Air. Ridley would do me the honour to
reperuse my letter with its real origin in mind and taking
it at its face value | venture to think lie might find his com-
ments a little misplaced.— Yours, etc.,

W. E. NicnoLsox.

THE ANCIENT OF DAYS

Alan cannot wait on God,

Full of years and. slow;

If we are going, we at onee should go,

If we are doing, better do it now,

Leaving divinity to nod

In senile drowsiness;

With, or without Him, we must clear the mess.
We cannot wait on God,

Hut with Alan’'s enemies trade blow for blow,
Wielding the sword, the spade, the trowel and hod,
Likewise the hoe—

Especially, the spade and hoe.

BAYARD SIAIAfONS.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Outdoor

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7 p.m.;

Air. F. A. Ridley.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m.:
Afessrs. Kay, Smith and Billing. (Alexandra Park Gates).—
Wednesday, 7 p.m.: Messrs. Kay, Smith and Billing.

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Ranelagh Street, bombed site,
Liverpool).— Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: Mr. W. Parry.

North London X.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead Heath).
— 12 noon: Air. L. Ehury.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S.
Air. A. Samms.

South London Branch X.S.S. (Brockwell Park, Herne Hill)__
Sunday, 0 p.m.; Air. L. Euury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Ararblo Arch, Hydo Park)—

Sunday, 0 p.m.: Afessrs. E. Bryant, C. E. Wood and
E. Page.

(Barkers Tool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.:

Qutdoor

Glasgow (Brunswick Street).—Sunday, 3 p.m,:
Bryden, E. Lawasi and J. Humphrey.

Messrs. S.

Indoor
Bradford Branch X.S.S. (Science Room, Mechanics’ Institute).
—Sunday, 6-45p.m.: “ Parsons, Progress and People,”
Air. ). T. Brighton (Vice-President N.S.S.).

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square

W.C.l).—Sunday, 1la.m.: “ The Enture of Democracy,”
Air. Hamilton Fyke.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. Wants List Welcomed.
Boyle, 30, Parliament Hill, N.W.S.

Michael
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BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE MYTH OF THE MIND?”

PSYCHO-ANALYSIS

MODERN DELUSION

Frank Kenyon

A drastic and devastating analysis of the claims
of Psycho-Analysis. The author has taken special
pains to deal with the metaphysical termi-
nology employed by Freud and his followers

150 PAGES CLOTH BOUND 5/- (Postage 2]d)

From all Booksellers or direct from the PIONEER PRESS

Have You Got Your

THE EVOLUTION
NSs  HANDBOOK OF THE PAPACY

No Freethinker should be without it

Packed with useful and vital information by F. A. RIDLEY
Tithes, Secular Funerals, Withdrawal of Children
from Religious Instruction in Schools, Constitution Author of Julian the Apostate, The Jesuits, etc.
of the NSS, etc. ’ '
32 pages Post Free 7d.

A clear exposition of the origins of Roman Catholicism as
a world power and the part it has played in world history

TIIE PEAIN 1I1E

A Quarterly Journal Price 11- Ssome? Postage i\de
Edited by H. J. BLACKHAM

Editorial Advisory Panel : Gilbert Murray,

Sir Richard Gregory. Bt F.R.S., Barbara Wootton. THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
The object of THE PLAIN VIEW is to develop a positive By G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL
view of the world in the tradition of freethought. Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethlnke
Subscription : 41, 6d. per annum, post free. and inquiring Christians
Send for free specimen copy to: Oth edition.  2nd printing. 176 pages.

4a INVERNESS PLACE, LONDON, W.2.
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