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0 V IE W S  A N D  O PIN IO N S

¡Hot T , r " ‘ t'wc i.? mj i*— ——o o ~~
1 shall not follow a strictly chronological order, 

H,yse,f ,lat would require a volume, nor shall I concern 
logica, Ver.Y hiuch with names.

\{y lin k in g
knot purpose is to attempt, the untangling ol a
‘ « « ¿ f ..................  ..............................-VAO.V.1. louuuo cl> Vinui

I want to tell a story in 
"iiflT. s®quenee, trusting that by this plan the reader 
peor,] , le easier to follow it "to a happy ending. If 
iig fj had only cultivated this habit of splitting hairs, 
gi'Ojjf. lnuny split heads would have been saved, and a 
-Nothi many of OU1' troubles would have been avoided. 
C [ in thas world can be ha*d without payment, and 
Wn tyJ s tlle most costly, and the most extravagant 

^ °t dissipation of which 1 am acquainted.
I'etw*, l:>egiu then with the fact that the distinction 
Cüttn,Üei1 tlle “  spiritual ”  and the “  material 
thoudf y made to-day, is /not primitive to human 
t|le % ‘b Neither is it that of the distinction between 
M0lllatural an<l the supernatural. Such distinction 
^*yu"S to a h^er phase of life when positive knowledge 
°"tr 7 °  sePai'ate itself from the somewhat amorphous 
dint, * .^.primitive intelligence. One may safely assume 
1̂ . 1-m itive distinctions extend little farther than that. 
tllb C'L11 the usual and the unusual, the ordinary and 
ia7 fO r d in a r y , the painful and the pleasant. One 
n7 take a further step and conclude that it is the 

’ Ual and the painful that mostly attracts attention. 
(¡y7 h>ng as things run smoothly, the primitive intelli- 
op afeldom inquires into causes. It is when disaster
to». ‘■oubl
” ati0¡>n.

c occurs that man meets them with an intcr- 
ni|e ■■■ From this point of view, a strictly scientific 
ivhi^v he regarded as a kind of “ defence mechanism”  
;.,|v ’ 1 the human mind creates to protect itself against 

. lse natural forces.
i^hgion , then, is born in an atmosphere of fear and 
ii,.( ance, and one of its earliest, its most powerful 
si, | stations, it that of “  taboo.”  A tabooi simply 
sir,( . s for something that is forbidden. It has no moral 
iiiUf ,Cance. Early religion had nothing to do with 
iw ‘ *s> although as in primitive life religion,, ........  , . __  covers
"■fcllJthin?. *s necessarily associated with the-good as 
T | as with the bad, the useful as well as the harmful. 

e action ofit taboo”  may be negative or positive.
hie, ■ 0l‘der that certain things may be done or that 
I,v7 nay not be done, but in either case it is determined 

6 *ear "  supernatural ”  agencies. As a con- 
C enfie of this belief we have sacred places, sacred 
dp _ » sacred buildings and sacred persons. The special 
1,7 s °f the priest in his present day make-up gives the 

I eru equivalent of the primitive paint and feathers.
q . Is no great wonder that one inav so successfully 
v,„ 7  the activity of primitive forms of thinking when 
!it .‘ilve so many offices, customs, and ceremonies that 
is ^tended to 1 jeep them alive, ft also explains why it 
nt (|° difficult to get these modern taboos set on one side ; 
| 7  also why many apologies for maintaining these 

'"five mental products are offered by those who, while

quite conscious of their absurdity and even of their 
danger, yet lack the courage openly to reject them. 
Physical courage has always been cheap and plentiful.

Much of this fear of the taboo is disguised by the 
pretext of respect for the ideas of other people. But it 
may be noted that if a new idea is propounded men may 
laugh at it to their heart’s content.

It is quite probable that, many readers will think that 
I am a long time getting to the point, but those who art- 
patient will, 1 think, realise that the old adage, “  The 
longest way round is often the shortest way home ”  will 
in this case justify itself. Take as an illustration the 
common saying that art and morality began in religion. 
It- might as reasonably be maintained that cleanliness 
began in dirt or health in disease. Of course, art and 
morality must be formulated in whatever terms of 
expression exist, and the fact that art-forms have so 
often in earlier times a religious implication, is not more 
significant than is the fact that the children of English 
parents, living in an English society, do not grow up 
speaking Choctaw or Chinese. It is as impossible to coin 
a completely new vocabulary, or even to think absolutely 
new ideas, as it is for a child to speak an absolutely' new 
language.

Wliut we have to bear in mind is the difference, in 
origin of science and religion. The latter born of fear 
and ignorance, there is no greater doubt of this to-day 
than there is of the origin of the markings on water- 
laid geologic deposits. It is in this general atmosphere 
created by religion that science is born. But when 
I speak of science I do not mean mere knowledge. 
A knowledge of things sufficient to enable him to live 
man must always have. That kind of knowledge exists 
in the animal world, it mei-ely assumes a moi-e orderly 
and a more knowledgeable form in human society. But 
because of his religious environment man first expresses 
his knowledge in a religious form. The food grows, but 
it is due to the spirit of the corn, the boat flows down 
the stream, but this is because of the mysterious

-Mana ”  that is resident in the boat. So with every
thing. Man knows that to get anything he must work, 
and that he nnjst work in a particular way, but while 
man sows it is the gods that give the harvest. And that 
message is still declared in every fetish-worshipping 
place in the civilised world.

But part of the work of science consists in separating 
the casual from the causal, the essential from the non- 
essential. and its development depends upon tracing 
events— not to the agency of the gods, lint to the 
operation of knowable and controllable forces, and the 
statement of their actions and reactions in terms of 
general law. Hut the statement depends upon language, 
and in the use of language there is only at hand a 
vocabulary impregnated with religious ideas and implica
tions. The scientist, therefore, when lie is not himself 
under the influence of the words he is compelled to use, 
cannot help suggesting‘ these religious ideas to- those he 
is addressing. One may take just one example of this.
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Tlie Greek philosopher, Heraclites, speaks of the “  One 
and the .Many.”  It is highly probable that all be meant 
to convey was the persistence of some primitive sub
stance in tbe midst of continuous change. But the 

one ”  gets marked with a capital letter, and presently 
is found doing duty for a god who underlies and sustains 
phenomena, and we are soon witnessing the birth of that 
philosophic nightmare, the “  thing-in-itself.”  The 
situation is inevitable. To be understood by his fellows, 
the advanced thinker is bound to use existing terms. 
But these terms were coined to express meanings 
different front his own. He thus finds himself suggesting 
one thing and intending another. And of this situation, 
inevitable in all ages, the timid philosopher and the crafty 
theologian take the fullest advantage.

CHATMAN COHEN.

TH E ORIGINS OF M ORM ON1SM
II.

A CRITICAL historian of the origins of AlormOnism has 
commented upon the Divine Revelation to the American 
Trophet: “  The Book of Mormon is a product of an 
adolescent mind. The Mormon Faith is the reaction 
of an adolescent civilisation to this work. In the 
adolescence of Joseph Smith, and the adolescence of the 
America of his time, lies the explanation of the Mormon 
phenomenon, the crudities, the incongruities, the jumbled 
theology of the book, and the religious faith it produced.”

What was the actual nature of the strange phenomena 
witnessed in the America of 1823-7 around the Hill of 
Cumorah in the State of New York? Most of the con
temporary critics of Mormonism resorted to the simplest, 
most obvious, but also, least probable of explanations, 
fraud, pure and simple. But in the case of the 
American, as previously, of the Arab prophet, this facile 
explanation raises serious difficulties, perhaps more than 
it solves; it is not, after all, an easy matter to “  live 
a lie,”  and withal, to be convincing. We, to-day, know 
a good deal more about the phenomena of abnormal 
psychology than did the contemporaries of Joseph Smith, 
similarly for those of epilepsy as well. In any case, 
“  fraud ”  itself represents a somewhat abiguous term, 
it seems more likely that what Joseph Smith actually 
saw was real— to Joseph Smith. That he actually

saw “  God the Father, God the Son and the exalted 
Aaigel Moroni,”  that is he saw them in the same sense, 
and with the same degree of reality as, in analogous 
visions, the dipsomaniac actually sees, or so it is said, 
blue elephants, running up and down his bedroom walls: 
or in which, the lunatic in the padded cell believes 
himself to be Napoleon or Lord Nelson. For it is with 
tbe dipsomaniac that abnormal psychology now tends to 
bracket the religious visionary rather than with the 
self-conscious impostor.

In the case of Joseph Smith, we may add that the 
God who appeared to him was a typically crude anthro
pomorphic creation of the immature civilisation of tbe 
American Frontier its indeed, was tbe visionary no less 
than thei vision.

As for the famous Book of Mormon : it is practically 
the unanimous conclusion of all critical historians that 
it is an imitation of the Old Testament, and an extremely 
clumsy one, entirely without tbe flashes of genius ana 
eloquence which periodically punctuate the uneven 
contents of the original Jewish volume. Nearly all the 
critics agree tlint the American “  Bible ”  is a dull book; 
Mark Twain once described it ns “  chloroform in print.”  
ItH content, the ”  history ”  of Ancient Israel in America

down to the sad fate of the last of God s P,1L>j
pliets-
5loi'°"

..„»n (liner wnom me dook is nameu;, i jt to 
(who buried it where lie posthumously r6Vea absuvd- 
Joseph Smith on Cumorah Hill), is a tissue 0 . gniith 
¡ties. A conscious plagiarism on the part of ^ose.|e). 
and his entourage from « 010« rather similar ear . folk- 
or unconscious recollection by the Prophet hiipse Qf the 
lore imbibed in youth? The whole question j1()t]v 
literary origins of the Mormon Bible has ‘,u gt t!'e 
debated, and must still be regarded as linl° lî 1]i;irit.v 
unsolved curiosities of religious literature. A Pe „ ,ai<l

and must still 
wh'd • eui'*0s^ies of reli
the New Testainenf.0n0Ur the ^
Hook o f \ £ Z y 111 St}',e and d°abtful in authorship '!^
only L r r n Was " Id eo log ica l master-stroke.
lamilia, with aVfi'a"e American Frontiersman " 
death ”  to WaV ,U> Bible' «"d  he was “  tickled f  
'v a f  indted America' »0 less than Fnles^;
special , I r- '°d s own country,”  the scene 0 . 
■ S i a n c t  0^ £  <io<1 to His Chosen B«ce:
the new A '* ™  , iCe' A further recommendation ,
Indian? the ° "  that *  «1««*«* 'he 1enemies o V i sn ®n! mies of the frontiersman, with '

Indians are apoTuZ 1 ^ ° ' '  the
nuicldv o ff 'g recommendation .Mormonism .'A
a Bffile L t  Mmark:1S00n h >'ot onlv a prophet a 
v e r S ' 7  '! 80 n cIl|ircl). For, on April 6 , 1831». th 
'• "Inch witnessed the publication of the “  Book
Mormon,’ ’ Joseph Smith officially organised the n̂tv.Chnrcl11 u i i iu 'i i  M iu t'iau y  urittMJiBcu 1/**— A*
of the Latter Day Saints ”  at Fayette, Seneca L -- „
XJr.... V „..1 . rm. r ___  —  ......... • r- _______ ,1 tllfi w

of
lew York. The Mormon organisation assumed tin LjeV. 
if a theocracy from the start. The ecclesiastical ’

archy was effectively ruled by a “  First Preside111 
' ’ ~ -  • ' an Apo«tleJoseph Smith was “  a Seer, a Prophet, .... 
an Elder in the Church.”  The First President

¡iii“
Jifld

was the
the quorum of the Twelve Apostles,”  lV

Apos'f;
si»1'1

two “  Counsellors,”  his brother Hyrum, and 81^ 
Higdon, the later of whom has been held by some c' 1 ,)t, 
to have been the real genius of early Mormonism and  ̂
inspiration, if not the actual author of the ”  B(K)I'' ' 
Mormon.”

To assist tbe First Presidency 
College,
in number to those of Jesus. Amongst whom , r 
Brigham Young, Inter to he world famous as the Fnun‘ t 
of Salt Lake City and as the Mormon “  St. Paul. V,. 
apparently a figure of secondary importance during 
Founder’s own lifetime. ..,[

The theology of the new church is thus sumn'iW1'' 
by one of its historians:— |J)t

“  The Mormons recognised as sources of doctrine |, 
liil.le, the Book of Mormon, and divine revelations tin" ,;’ ■ - - and )»!appointed prophets such as Joseph Smith anu At 
' Apostolic Succession ’ of Church Presidents. They “ ! tp.' 
the Trinity and believe that all Three Persons pJ 
Christian Trinity are immortalised, glorified, resarn 
Beings, with Isidies, parts and passions. They ',cl;l,itl 
that God’ s declared purpose as revealed in the Glo j‘ p.)i 
New Testaments and in the Book of Mormon. " ,r - 
together make up the Mormon Bible, is to bring to '.¡¡id 
man’s immortality which is assured by the death ¡,1 
resurrection of Jesus. They hold the doctrine of 
progression, which proclaims the power of man to y011 (K 
to grow in wisdom and learning throughout eternity. 
initiatory rite of haptism may be performed by prosy (,f 
the dead. Marriage with the ecclesiastical ceremony ||V 
sealing and performed only in a Mormon Temp“' 
ordained officials, is for eternity.” * f

A feature o f the first period of Mormonism. ' A 
period associated with the name and leadership of

* It will lie observed that this statement of
Doctrine contains no mention of that enjnnt tn n h b  of M01 
theology: Polygamy.
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'¡111! vper than with his now better-known successor 
oung, was its communistic organisation. llus

' have been due to the enigmatic Sydney Rigdon 
Ts chief of Staff, and it- seems, destined 
At Kirtland, Ohio, where the first Mormon
s Chief of Staff, and it seems, destined 

Kirtland, Ohio, where the first Mormon 
1 ,f>n t"1"'S "  ils established, tlie tyj>e of social organisa-
h'0eut|\. /  'esemhled that of the communistic colonies 
S'nli.;, ‘‘“ "ded in America by the famous English 
!" !|l(1 jP ih'oert Owen. Higdon had become interested 

■ ”s iAvcn, many features of which lie 
llKioe,«,:' *' 1,lt(> ^le organisation set up by the .Mormon

A.'ionr i;l,-K;ll‘le ,n" n was Robert Owen, and how versatile ! 
W 111

iu« see for as a Socialist, Owen, as we have
’he ]Qu n’ fnflueneed the former, and ns a Secularist, 
l'th°i)„ ,:V tor the N.S.S. numbered many “  Owenites 

m h ds original members.U(>\yr,v
'¡o\ teilf êi’’ eommunism, novel and extremely unortho- 
l||'i,i0{.|l S’ ;""l a dictatorial theocracy alien to the rough 

thy !?'A °f the Frontier, combined to arouse hostility 
ll"1'th ' ' ‘'ttcr Day Saints.”  And to crown all this, 

economic slum]) of 1837, “  which caught

in spiritual offspring were the .Mormon Church 
entirely different connection, the National

"l‘.y lost | airPa ° "  tHe crest of wild speculation, and 
'"¡ilit. h, heavily. To escape rising prejudices and to
'"id 11 ie disaffected to retrieve their fortunes'*0Va1 « » o u n v o n u i v\s e - f i v . o  ~ » " * * * '"  111
i|1(! lol'ed country which offered new opportunities, 

“ l’liet led the Saints to the promised ‘ hand of 
lli,, ]. Jackson Countv, Missouri,”  in what was then

T| *1' ^ °s -̂
iv,,,.;1" Odyssey proved A stormy one, the .Missourians 
dfIV(. s ,u’o owners, and Mormon communism and anti- 
s.>st ■' .^°°trine threatened to disrupt their economic 
b o m I  l'e Saints were tarred and feathered, mal- 
s,,ii-''' "¡'d sometimes killed. They moved on to virgin 
('¡a.11' Illinois where they built a city, “  Nauvoo ”  (“  the 
iiiui . '"'Utiful ” ), which soon became the largest settle- 
lii,|j Illinois. Here Joseph Smith enjoyed a kind of 
< 5  ?.ummer. He became Mayor of Nauvoo and a 
(I,,, p dictator. He assumed the rank of Lieutenant- 

“ I. raised a Mormon “  legion ”  for self-defence 
'idqui ”lrmod a hostile Press. In 18-10, the Mormons 
th(,j ,(Jd a virtually independent status as a result ot 
'lilt s"Pport, for the sueessful Whig Presidential enndi-

l„,(;" "v o r , a state of endemic civil war soon broke out 
vi(,l. C" '* Saints ”  and “  Gentile ”  immigrants, acts ol 
rii1([ l|(‘y were committed on both sides. Joseph Smith 
'¡„n 11 "brother were finally ' arrested for unconstitu- 
hj.,1 ‘.v banning the Press. Whilst in prison awaiting 
p(, ’ doth were lynched and murdered, with, as the
"H"•Ha

P,i,. 0e-nl rising followed, and after fierce fighting the 
"°ns bowed to superior force and agreed to evnc late 

|„ )°o in order to avoid a general massacre. With the

'"s charged, the connivance of the authorities. At 
Re, the alleged assassins were acquitted.

‘vfjHl § .. t
k1(|i ' of the Prophet and their resulting trek to the 
*•),,| ’ ’ cst, the era of -Joseph Smith, the first creative 
I'li,, 1 °l Morrnonism may lie said to have ended in 18-1-1. 
i'i,, •' ‘‘"a (if Brigham Young and his Mormon empire will heU(!"Ad in a concluding article.

F. A. RJDT-EY.

flit;
E OR REASON? A Question for Today. By Colonel 

E- G. Ingersoll. Price 4d; postage Id.
Moth er  OF GOD. By G. W. Foote. Price 3d.; 

Postage Id.
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A  T R A C T  FOR TH E TIM ES
IT is not very often—at most, I suppose, once in a 
decade—that the critic lias the surprising pleasure of 
reading a book which makes him sit up in surprise, 
thinking: “  This is first-rate! ”  On the rare occasions 
when it happens., tins critic, at any rate, cannot resist the 
impid'se to rush off to his typewriter and get down Ills 
impressions of the book while it is still fresh in his mind. 
And if you say that quick writing may ho bad criticism,
I do not care; 1 shall retort that George Orwell’s 
“  Nineteen Eighty- Four ”  (Seeker and Warburg, 10s.) 
has such an urgent message for our day that any con
scientious critic who has a feeling for the mental climate 
in which lie lives is compelled to recommend the volume 
with the least possible delay.

Now, probably most people who read these pages will 
he acquainted with at any rate some of the works of 
George Orwell. Since the publication of “  Burmese 
Days ”  some fifteen years ago, lie lias become known to 
all who value an independent attitude to the difficult 
problems of the time. It was with ”  Animal Farm,”  a 
biting satire of the dictatorial aspects of Russian 
Communism, that he first achieved something like a mass 
circulation for his work. That was a great little book; 
“  Nineteen Eighty-Four ”  (I say this without hesitation) 
is a great long book".

It is, as its title will suggest, a picture of the future, 
and the none too distant future at that. But it is uncom
fortable in that it presents a, frightening picture that lias 
at- any rate germs of possibility. Aldous 1 luxley’s “ Brave 
New World ”  is a fantastic fairy story by comparison.

In Orwell’s world, three great powers— Oceania 
(roughly, the II.S.A.), Eastasia, (China and Japan), and 
Eurasia (the U.S.S.R. and most of Europe) have div ided 
the territory and population ot the earth between them. 
They are perpetually at war, though not war in our sense 
of the term. Fighting goes on at remote spots, rockets 
drop occasionally on London, though few people know 
who has fired them, hut the ordinary people (the 
“  proles ” ) do not bother much about the war. They arc 
more concerned with the difficulties ot getting food, the 
pinkish stew and ersatz coffee which they have to live on, 
while the members of the Party (Ingsoc, or English 
Socialism) which controls the country are able to get a 
little synthetic, gin which must be a horrible drink, since 
a glass of it affects the* drinker like a. blow in the head. 
W ine, tobacco, g<x>d food—all tho tilings which nowadays 
are regarded as symbols of civilisation—have become so 
scarce as to he almost forgotten.

And Britain (which is known as “  Airstrip No. 1 ”  of 
Oceania) is so badly battered by the slow and relentless 
bombardment of the years, so inextricably entangled in 
the red-tape of controls, that the shabbiness of London 
in, say, 1942, is far excelled. Piles of rubble litter the 
streets, windows are missing in half the houses. The 
people of intelligence are dispirited. Only in the hearts 
of the “  proles ” is there any trace of happiness.

This may seem a. depressing picture, which it is. But 
what makes it so terrifying is the fact, that Orwell has 
depicted the way in which the totalitarian techniques of 
falsifying history and faking facts has made it impossible 
for anyone even to remember what the old world was 
like. Even the language is being altered, so that abstract 
words like “  freedom ”  or “  justice ”  have become 
meaningless. That, as I see it, is why the hook' is 
important. Tn some ways it is a savage satire on some of 
the tendencies of our day ; in other ways it is a lesson for 
the future which we should do well to observe. But it is 
so brilliantly written that the admirer of good clear 
English for its own sake can read it with pleasure,



202 THE FREETHINKER

Orwell is one of the great writers of our time. There can 
he no doubt about that. Lie has already been compared 
with' Swift, and the comparison is not so fantastically ex
aggerated as at first sight it might seem. But he is im
portant, not so much because of the sheer brilliance of his 
writing, as because he has seen through many of the 
fallacies of contemporary thought. Aldous Huxley is the 
nearest to him in power; but Huxley's pathological 
obsession with sex (seen especially in his- recent “  Ape 
and Essence,”  about which I wrote here not long ago) 
does much to destroy the value of his political message. 
Orwell looks at the world through healthier eyes; but he 
sees that there are tendencies in our time which may, if 
not fought, kill everything that we hold dear.

,1 feel that he has made only one mistake ; it does not 
seem likely that the changes he suggests could happen 
by 1984; but even there one never knows. Things move 
swiftly in our day, and, given a short period of atomic 
warfare and the civil war that would inevitably follow— 
given, even, a period of repressive Tory government— a 
sudden revolutionary upsurge might give power into the 
hands of a group of people greedy for control of their 
fellows— a party such as those whom lie portrays.

Bertrand Russell has praised the book highly. 1 am 
sure that other critics will praise it also. But i think that 
it should be read as an indication of the way in which 
revolt against some of the trends of the time should start. 
Here, in other words, is the way we are going, if the 
authoritarian aspects of Socialism get control, as opposed 
1 <> the freer, more democratic aspects. This is not to say 
that wo should pander to the advocates of fear of Russia ; 
it is not even to say, as Lord Beaverbrook’s “  Evening 
Standard ”  said, that the book should he required reading 
for every Labour candidate (suggesting by implication 
flint it is an ant ¡-Socialist tract). It is to say that this is a 
book with a message, and probably the most important 
novel of the last ten years.

JOHN HOWLAND.

AI) M AJOREM  DEI G LORI AM
THE time being early in the sixteenth century the 
adventurers of His Most Catholic Majesty of Spain had 
not yet completely conquered Jamaica, still waiting to 
penetrate inland. Beside the main body smaller outposts 
established themselves at favourable points along the 
coast.

One of these was at the head of a bay where a stream 
of pure wafer from the bills discharged into the sea, 
while a shelving sandy beach enabled boats to be 
grounded and drawn up with ease and in perfect safety. 
Higher stood tents, lints, and already a few-houses built 
substantially of stone, for the Spaniards in the New 
World established themselves as if for eternity.

From a. tall flagpole in the middle of Ibis little settle
ment floated the yellow standard of Spain with its globe 
and its haughty motto: “  Non Sufficit Orbis.”  Nailed 
to the gable fit' tile largest but was a big wooden cross 
with a bell bung below it. Nearest to the woodland 
which began scatteredly not far back and rapidly 
thickened inland was a low shed with a high surrounding 
fence. In this enclosure several bloodhounds having 
points akin to mastiffs lay dozing in the sunshine.

About this pioneer camp a few soldiers moved lazily 
on duties not appearing to be urgent, or merely lounged. 
Till near midday (he bloodhounds stirred into expectant 
activity, prowling, along the fence facing the forest, 
raising their beads and snuffing the air, meanwhile 
uttering growls and low-throated whines.

»^thev^hm 1,"i1St i!lto.,0"‘1 barks of increasing
‘̂ Her to see'm!d Z e l i .'111 fu n > lw 'r * a«"i,,st *

soldiers ■mu"ÌniV ,lu' tr?es emerged a little gr0,T .' ¡„ ,ln<1 Lidians. Ahead '•••"■ — „.a„in sw«fSe""r

in
there

. strode a capt,,m . 
the pride of accomplished duty. The A '"" 
file, tied together by native plaited topes 1 ¡̂idivii 

to neck. Men and women there, were, ^ |),l|iir-;- 
running by them, and some mothers eari,'uE |)C|,jii‘l 
The Spanish soldiers marching alongside ^  pike 
urged on their nnntivee Vvit nrinl.-f with SWOH aton their captives by pricks w 
point, while there was laughter among them 
joke kept up in.shouts and calls and reiteration.

The procession halted in the shadow of the ern -̂ 
priest came out of the building, raising ,

Sfll)H

A

Taking hold of the bellrope the priest rang n 
?! ^ ’’obes, at which other Spaniards calm fort ' ,,

u‘ Vi,r|ous buildings. All this while the blood1"1.1 ,v 
clamoured a continuous uproar, betting increa"1 
restless.

Die whole party of Spaniards gathered in a ring 11,11 , 
Hie Arawaks, while the priest went into the bug1' 
and returned c.-mvmrr „ m -„.nf-er. Stcpl '■

IKS,
returned carrying 

forward a young soldier f

priest went into 
a basin of water. , ti,e uy 
" on his knees and b‘ ';(, sSe<l '*•

vessel up while the priest raised his bands and 1»
Other soldiers cut the 

native was in turn hustled
mis 

forward,
neckropeS’ 
pushed <>n

1FC
to

knees, and the priest sprinkled him with holy w"b 1 hi"

made tin 
him a Cli 
The men 
baptised, 
handling 
brutality.

up1

but I'enrn'g|̂ v-

and pricks of weapons they were driven up the tli"1

thè hloodliounds. Ories and serenins e 
tlio foresi, then no sounds at all.

mie
• ' ’ • fl-0Pundergrowth died nwiiv, as did a burst of baying ,..i

’nintly fl

. < ^— ----  w ouuvi*U{ji * ” r - stood *’
benediction as the soldiers genuflexed, then ^  tlic 
conversation with tlie captain, looking mean" I" 
miserable or apprehensive captives. •ill'"1

s:gn <>| the cross over him, bestowing 
■istian name taken from tile calendar of 
finished, tlie women were similarly '<l,( j|(l. 
and finally the children, in each i ,,f 
being rough and violent to tlie deg1'"1'

asWhen all had thus been made Catholic Christ1*11)' (lr 
jiriest briefly told them so, whether they undorsto«* j,i 
not. Also he praised their captors for their 1 pal 
performing this holy service, so making the sacra111' j; 
ceremony possible, blessing them for it as good S'" ]̂n’
of the Church. That completed, lie retired in*'1 
cross-crowned large hut. j.

The Arawaks stood dumb, round-eyed and frigb*1' 
not comprehending what if all meant 
worst. Next, movement was that with kicks a,,<! i.m"

toward the woodland. When they saw this open to i 
they ran ns fast as they could for cover and shel'1 i||l. 
trees and hushes. The Spaniards stood watching ,nl
laughing, wliiie the bloodhounds bayed hoarse!.' ‘|n>r 
hideously. To these the Spanish soldiers went 1 p' 
waiting for a few minutes till file fugitive Indians 
out of sight and hearing. ^

The half-dozen bloodhounds crowded together I'.' q 
gateway at the, approach of the men. Two of the " ,r 
unfastened the gate, jumping aside ns the fd'1" 
creatures surged out, jaws' open and eyes aflaii"', .¡,|i 
now silent, t<x> intent on prey to make any noise. . ||(„l 
noses down they loped along (he trail of 'the vs,1'!' 
Arawaks. ,1

.-i"Having watched them out of sight, laughing . p> 
uttering cruel jests, the Spaniards slowly dispers'" 
whatever duties awaited them. The rushing throng' 1 ^
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later the bloodhounds returned, padding 
individually out of the forest, tongues lolling 

.„ Clle,. l°ol<s in their heavy eyes. On their jaws 
Ij;isj , " <lnd forelegs were spots and splashes of blood. 

As Jl0 n°nie dragged along by one leg a 
,(Jpped it and stood over 

uttered
lilt»Veil
^ ^ ''v u ls iv e ly  and

small child, 
it sniffing, the victim 
low wailing moan of

" s tl 
jru'lc

I’" 111. Growling, 
|,(,at and tore it

the
out

hound snapped at 
with one powerful

the
bite

A. R. WILLIAMS.

. ] >. ( ’ . m ig h t  ca ll 
people are now

Hi,

U'O;

BRIGHTER S U N D A Y S ?
h> the Lord's l>a\ Observance Society ! Their 

agitation, aided by snoopers, paid and unpaid, 
e(l at last in what the 13 

on the Sabbath Day,”  and 
to wake up.

'lie Sabbatarians, the bigots 
, (| , 1 a,Vf almost had it their own
1 mined voice of the X.S.S.

true, 
sPised 

'vint

A|'* off 
’ t̂aiit 
■'|, 'tsult 
''nviis 

hsiiuiin 
ho f.ar
l0"Rurs uni the misery

way. The small 
of the X.S.N. was never silenced, 

and gradually Sunday was becoming the 
day in summer for outings of all kinds— 
er for visits to art galleries, museums and the 

Attendances at churches slowly dwindled and 
“ v woke, up to find Sunday was no longer com 
,l day of worship and long faces, hut the day oil 

majority of our people decided to have

> > api
'i-1,

e
ivT'-v<l
.'"tl tin a good

V.:,;,UT the formation of
r'ii(.v • ■ supported so well 

,'c' >io\v boil'tv ire

"Tl,,
■tli worship, for 

support of tl 
if possible, know it 

as they managed to 
kurs—who cared'.'

the Lord’s Day Observance 
by our misery-mongers that 

expensive offices in Fleet Street.
”  1 "  ' kes

set
; to God Almighty, and 
lliev are going to make

sen in
°ut to crush everything oil Sunday winch in;

Sundav is the da\masse 
grovelli 
c clergy

llnl'piness of tin tOl
the .

"¡ybodv

h. 1 TG‘
"f l>a ..ull-8 everything within its scope, aided by two Acts 
;'l 11U) 1'1'1 lent which are a disgrace to democracy. And 
'■■■ | .ti'e people, are being roused. Indignant protests 
Tii1il" '"8 sent to our newspapers, and if a rigorous 
^1,.-, t<n,id be made now bv all who want a “  Brighter

curtail the 
But now

activities of a 
the L.D.O.X.

H diTy>” theWhilst,'
»lily. (. 18 a specimen letter which appeared in Cycling for

L.D.O.S. will disappear in a whirlwind

‘•"1'iils
l'Lrt

cannot refrain from protesting in the most vigorous
at the decision reached liv the N.CM

l'"^- facing ,,n disused aerodromes on Sundays, followin
to ban massed- 

ring 
feeltlinf U b.v the Lord’s Day Observance Society 

op' ’ t'le cycling Press should support the rank and file „1 '"-Kanised racing men before early morning time-trialing 
f()11 conies under tlio ban. Lot us never for one moment 

the influence that racing has bad on the liglit- 
tr ' i t trade, and visualise tile inevitable falling-oil' in the 

in general should the ban continue, 
j -11 conclusion. I would sav to the N.C.Lb that I con- 

i„ !?{' they b are done no good to themselves by their action 
ip jois matter and that if it is their view that the cycling 
I ''Drnity is prepared to stand idly by and submit to this 
.. .'Position, for it is nothing less then a change of T'lniistr.vf;"nistration is overdue.”

,F. A. Thomas.
Hl gliding us this, our contributor, Air. T. I). Smith

In

1

y It lias evidently colne somewhat as a shock to our 
j ’""it sportsmen that such a Society exists with such 
. *"’er ¡md it is to lie hoped that the lesson will lie taken 

‘ "cart.
y "  hat i wish to call attention to, however, is that dur- 
jT  the last few months Sunday has been the day set 
1 '"Jo fop military manoeuvres and from early morning we

have, processions of the Hoy Scouts and Church brigade 
(complete with hands), massing of the Territorials at the 
different Drill Halls, complete with despatch riders on 
their motor cycles, whilst military aeroplanes fly from the 
aerodrome« in use, and a fortnight ago, at Lichfield, a 
real mass parade of the different arms of the Services 
before Lord Montgomery.

I have yet to ¡earn that the L.D.O.S. lias raised any 
protest against these activities and particularly so as they 
are a Christian body who profess to follow the Lowly 
Nazarene and the 1 Prince of Peace.’ This is just another 
proof that religion, despite all that is said to the con-* 
tra'ry, is pro-Militarist.”  T. I). Smith.

In the meantime, Mr. John Parker, ALP., lias been 
taking an active part in the' formation of a society called 
the ”  Brighter Sunday Association ”  to “  Free the 
People's Sundays.'' and needless to say, the X.S.S. will 
do its utmost to help. Here is an extract by Arnold 
Russell from Rnjnohh Nown:—.

“  \\ hat sort of Sunday do you want? l)o you want the 
present God-fearing day in which you can do little Imt 
fear God, or the wicked ‘ Continental Sunday ’ where, 
if you get the urge, as most foreigners do, you can go to 
church in the morning, and watch cricket, football or 
racing in the afternoon? And maybe a theatre at night 
instead of the pictures?

To-day, the battle for your soul is joined and it promises 
to he a better scrap than ally staged by Solomons the 
King of Sock.

Indeed, I think Jack missed the opportunity of putting 
into the ring Mr. John Parker, M.P., forthright Labour 
member for Dagenham, and ebullient “  Praise the Lord ’ 
Henry Martin, Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance 
Society. I give promoters the tip; they are anxious to 
meet, hut knowing hotli, I am carefully hacking out of the 
promotion business.

Having heard them talk. I have decided that the pen 
is mightier than the word.

Says John Parker, leader of the 1 Brighter Sunday 
Association ’ (Free the People’ s Sunday): ‘ We are getting 
terrific and very widespread support. People all over the 
country want to end these absurd laws’ whereby one can 
play darts or dominoes hut not billiards, or whore an actor 
can appear in a concert hut not wear tile make-up or 
costume which is part of his act. A great number of 
organisations are backing us. We shall approach Al l’ s 
generally and then hope for the luck of the ballot so that, 
wo can bring in a Bill to offset the activities of tile Lord’ s 
Day Observance Society—«million informers and other 
[tests—and bring Sunday into line with modern thought.’ ”  

From all this, it will be seen that things are moving 
¡uni that at long last, Air. .Misery Martin lias stirred up 
something he never bargained lor.

Too often in the past we have succumbed to the im
pudence of religious bigotry—either through sheer apathy 
or, perhaps more often, because lack of funds prevented 
us from active opposition. Let us now, therefore, sup
port Mr. Parker, and all who are making a stand on this 
question, to the utmost. H. C.

A T O M IC  CH ALLEN G E

The world is swiftly spinning,
And its lodgers come and go;

No prize looks worth the winning;
Xow, if ever, that is so I 

As well suppose eternal
Words inscribed on faithless smoko,

As trust to tilings diurnal,
When one quick, atomic stroke 

May scatter lore of ages,
And all treasured, enshrin'd arts;

All fair poetic pages—
True outpourings of true hearts! 

Foredoom’d be nations' ending,
Or co-operate they must!

Victor and vanquished blending—
Their denominator, dust!

A. Slatkk
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ACID DROPS
A Mi'. Hurdyimui wrote recently to the Sunday 

Dispatch, pointing out that, if the Sabbath Day is 
Saturday, the seventh day, then Sunday, the first' day 
of the week, can't he the Sabbath Day. And he adds,

There is no statement in the Bible which alters it.” 
Well, we have been pointing this out for years in these 
columns—but it should not be forgotten that .Mr. Misery 

•Martin has an easy way to get out of this difficulty. All 
he has to say is that he wants the “  Lord’s Day ” 
observed, and the Lord’s Day is Sunday. Of course, 
when it suits him, he also calls it the Sabbath, so that 
lie can catch religious boobs both ways.

lint Mr. Misery Martin, and his 22-year-old official, 
.Miss Wardle, whose heart is in her job (she tells us) 
arc no respecters of persons. They gleefully managed 
to get a Roman. Catholic priest fined a pound the other 
day because he held a Sunday evening dance. Two plain 
clothes detectives caught out the heinous crime, and the 
Rev. A. 0 . Billington, the ‘ ‘ Northern Divisional 
Organiser of the Lord’s Day Observance Society ”  said 
it was he who sent Miss Wardle. How these Christians 
love one another 1

Two swallows may not make a summer, nor, perhaps 
do a few masses in honour of Mussolini make all 
Catholics fascists, but consider the following two items 
from the Chicnyo Daily Tribune: “  On the anniversary 
of Mussolini’s death Masses were said in various Italian 
churches, and a Press photographer had his camera 
smashed as he took pictures of the congregation. At the 
end of the service all the congregation gave the Fascist 
salute.’ ’

”  In Lisbon Mass was celebrated and the officiating 
priest, Father Crespo, said: ‘ This Mass is for the soul 
of Benito Mussolini. Let us pray to God forgive him 
his sins for the benefits he brought to the Church.’

We frequently pass an Italian Catholic church which 
has ,in its forecourt a war memorial to the Italian dead 
of the First World War, with an inscription “  to the 
glorious dead ”  dedicated ‘ ‘ Anno VI ”  (viz., six(h year 
of tin1 Fascist era). Of course the holy fathers may not 
have noticed it.

Water is cut, off from midnight to 0 a.in. in Lisbon 
because of the drought in Portugal, and our Portuguese 
correspondent informs us that cattle are dying of thirst 
in the Fatima (Leira) region. We understand, however, 
that, the Holy Water export business is still flourishing, 
and even if the Holy well should dry up fresh water can 
always he pumped into it. After all, what does if matter 
if a few cattle die in horrible circumstances so long as
the “  great lying Church ”  lives?

______  :I ■ > * 1 ■!
With Fatima hotly engaged in producing many 

miraculous cures, it was necessary for Lourdes to do 
something outstanding. So disdaining the cure of 
cardinals or bishops, Lourdes has at last produced an 
aut hentic miraculous cure ; a boy suffering from total blind
ness and meningitis, with paralysis of his legs and arms. 
One visit to the baths was of no avail, but’ after the 
second he was completely cured. The Archbishop of Aix 
immediately declared it to he "  a miraculous cure in the 
strictest theological sense of the word— a cure due to God 
through the intercession of Mary Immaculate.”  This now 
should put Fatima on her mettle and no doubt she will 
he able to trump the Lourdes ace with ease. We expect 
many full blooded miracles from both shrines with such 
competition, ,

Jesus (mythical or historical) and Christian1.)  ̂p 
no difficulty for the Rev. Mr. Osabutey, 
who preached at Accra (West Africa). . .u i-eli»10 
Pioneer reports him as saying “  The Christ1'11 .
is a translation of an African idea and Jesus " a  ̂ ( I’op1' |
111 Africa, not ia"'as an Africa,, “ ' T  0r EllSJalui (sic). The firs 
prepared l,v vf even the Casarían Calendar " a; 
*elv  to c a , r . ; UnC;mr  ™,’s African “  Goebbels 

J)r- Humes ove, I, " ' " I 1 t,oub1« 111 bis quarter as
"h o  will object t V 1’ Í01- tbele must he many neg1'" ’ I to belI1¿  saddled with such antecede11'”

■at
Archbishop Downey recentlv inspected the eq'dl

i  ' . . i  i .  i :  i , * , ,  . . .  J   ̂ , I +/A, t  1Ü "
.... ...... -’""I ' .1 o/n lUVUinn IOVI (

<>t a ( utholic school for the blind and referred to or to
being done to end i.i;, imiprove the ‘ndne.ss by legislation
|T 'hey can bedn , 1  These people
l)," l(, "  itli a JHtle oufc how Jesus Christ cured
repfcsei,tatives of ( ’ o M,-*ti 8Pitt!« «»«* why they, £
111 purely se,...|. ,<l( ‘Almighty on earth, have fo <h‘l"
Indeed, j,,st m ,m:(,IO(,s when dealim- »¡lli blind111*”  

] 8t ,llie '"ore unbelievers.
• ,p|l |

As was to he expected another difficulty has o* .pli 
Palestine—what is to he done with the _ ' |is

Christians ”  and the “  Arab Christians 
whether their new religion

We ;lof
i■events them from (lt l ¡„p ¡PO — • • L--- ------ '' -----

each other, and the Jews loathe the converts as "*r ¡(C,| 
the Arabs. What with this problem and that of 1111 , pir

liuG11

¡ill'1immigi’ation of Oriental Jews into Palestine, ■'" ' ,-|s. 
tremendous difficulty of balancing imports with („ 
to say nothing of God Almighty not lifting 11 ,"'j0t <>' 
help ihe new State, Israeli looks like shipping ,l 
trouble. And to cap all, Church missionaries are 
for.more money to convert both the Jews and the
Lunacy can hardly go further than that!

The Primate of All Ireland—we like the ‘ ‘ Ah ^.,(| 
urging Catholic parents “  to combat the further H  ̂ ¡f 
of secularism wbicli has de-Christialiised society, ' |f 
his puny voice could arrest a world-wide moveinei' 
the Primate wants to gauge the strength of the Seen 
movement, be ought to come out and meet a rep1 '̂ ,py 
tativc Freethinker in debate, lie would (ben see 
‘ ‘ Catholic parents ”  have as much chalice of slopplMr 
as of stopping the Niagara Falls.

The need for maintaining churches as a social f’L‘1'ID
was urged by Sir G. Eddy, and lie also thinks Ilia ‘ .
upkeep should he borne by the general taxP'f p̂, 
rather impudent, to say the least. For apart lro11 p, ■ 
difficulty of assessing the social services of the G'lllilV|r | 
i( means that Freethinkers and noji-religious l,c'<’||)-
are expected to finance and support a creed that ,l ,

, stands for. As if we do 1counter to all Freethou 
already unwillingly support them by having to pay 
rates and taxes.

tin-’1'

The Pope has been vaccinated ns a precaution ag111'!,
........... ...m ...... :.. i , ................................ , , i. n - ....,  .....a minor epidemic in Rome, reports the Western Du*1’ .

■ •*“' 'iftV 'What an example to his flock. How now can the 
Cardinal who turned liaok from a Lourdes pilgi'i111'1' ,1 11 v"bto consult 1 iis own doctor, he “  ticked off? ”  We 1 p, 
heard of tlie chef of a well-known liotel who v i’" ’’ ,r 
another restaurant for his lunch, and he had " 
sympathy, blit for the great “  1 am ”  who has the ‘ j , 
of God to show sueli little faith is the limit. We ‘ ĵ
only hope that-Hie diseased animal lymph was 
blessed before being injected into the holy arm. I
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“rHE FREETHINKER’
Te, 41, Gray’s Inn Hoad,

l|’ ‘Ulle No.: Holborn 2601. London. W.C. 1.

U. S k'VITT..
T O  CO R R ESPO N D EN TS

-For “  The Freethinker ”  Fund, 10s.
olK'J'•“ ' •--Pleased to hear once again from you—one of our

1 readers.
hr,/,.

0 Me 'crulure should he sent to the Bust 
"'id uiii I’ress, 41, Cray's Inn lloud, Lu

■]-.. 0 "*c Bditor.

Business Manager 
London, W .C.l,

'His i,
""J Ojju , rN,Kliu will be forwarded direct from the l ’ ublish- 
ilcur, jy,. . , the following rates (Horne and Abroad): One 

' ’ ’ half-year, Ss. tld.; three-months, 4s. 4d.
 ̂  ̂ "Lees should reach the Office by Friday morning.

'uii be"r!lllJ periodicals arc being received regularly, and 
S,.i:Ki.it r/m! at “  Freethinker ”  office: Tuk Truth 
(0..S.,\ , ' u -p'A.), Thk Freethinker (U.S.A.), ’I'm, Liberai, 
Hurl ¡Tv’ ,D1E Voicn of Freedom (U.S.A., German and

R 'o.Nai’ i !  l!0,,iItESSIVI' W orld (U .S.A .), The New Z ealand 
(« « i t ; ' , .  8Ti J ,IK R ationalist (Australia), Her F iieidenker 

H/i, lal|d), La R aison (France), D on Hasilio (Italy).

" 'th Av'0;1*068 c National Secular Society in connection 
‘ "ms ,.<« «r Burial Services arc required, all communiea- 
HU'i/1,1 !J be addressed to the Secretary, ft. 11. llosctti. 

s long notice as possible.

SU G A R  PLUM S
1' "tliiijr visitors to tlm International 'Yeethought< oil,, ,6 'isuors io me mienuuouiii iieemougm  

iii]1~ll:'s in Romo should have their arrangements well 
ui| i', !' 1 >.y now. The Congress w ill open with a reception 
... lriflllV «.„..I,,,..!,,.,. O ...wl ,,,,
l,venin„
%  (j

H.) evening, September 9, and close on .Monday 
September 1 '2. The Congress w ill celebrate the 

2, '-plenary of the birth of Giordano Bruno and a 
<4,(. ■'* «tamp has been printed. The stamps can be 

at the offices of the N.S.K.. II, Grays Inn Road, 
tilŝ 1]011. W.O.I., at Is. (id. for 25, postage 24d. extra, 

mier details of the Congress if required.

i’l'dt Fields, Manchester, to-day at 15 pan., Mr. J. 
iii,.' ,J" "ill meet Air. E. Corcoran, a Roman-Catholic 
.\f„,ll®nt and debate the question, “  Is the Design 
of ,, “ ant Sound.’ ' The arrangements are in the handsD| . I  '  v U U U I I U .  J i l l ,  i l l

ti\is|"' Manchester Branch, N.S.S., and in striking con- 
\v]|j | * the polioy of the local Catholic Evidence Guild 

1 bans X.X.S. opponents from its platform.

liT '■ 4. T. Brighton is now including Sunderland in bis 
]„ 'f0 eireuit and is arranging lecture visits there. 
hep1 s"ints willing to lend a hand should watch the 
,\j|. llje notices column of The Freethinker and contact 
\Vj|j orighton on his next visit. The X.S.S. Executive 

luh) ill any way possible.

]| '**! must be yielding to the pressure of Modernism : 
If, ls getting impartial, for not only-did He open the 
] , ‘''-gates and wash out the meeting of the South 
K|](l|,"'°n Branch at which Mr. I.. Ebury was to have 
¡i, | "n, Hr also drenclied a Homan Catholic procession 
j,|( i()tio\ir of the Virgin Mary in Holborn, so that the 
p 'CtJssioii had to scatter for cover. We hope the delayed 
i]1'1 of the South London Branch will have a better 
r ' l||(:e on Sunday (to-day) when Air. F. A. Ridley will 
*’tulv. See Lecture notice for details.

M O R E T R IB U TE S
A further .selection of the many tributes to the work and 

personality of Ah'. Chapman Cohen, received by “  The 
Freethinker ” :—

CHAPMAN COHEN
CHAMPION OF FREETHOUGHT

IT requires a great deal of moral courage to fight for unpopular 
causes for over 60 years, and that is the record of Chapman 
Cohen, who has this year, resigned the office of President of 
The National Secular Society, a position he held with dis
tinction. for over ill) years.

In tin- early days of Mr. Cohen’s work foi Kreethought, 
Christian intolerance was much greater and more aggressive 
than it is to-day. One does not attribute the present attitude 
to any change of heart on the part of the clericals hut solely 
to change of tactics. In those early days many people regarded 
the term Secularist or Atheist with horror. To-day the clergy 
express opinions which would have caused consternation: 
amongst their followers .'ll) or 40 years ago. Fxjucated church
men such as Dean Inge and Bishop Haines are saving to-day 
w lmt the despised Atheists said 50 years ago. The llradlaughs, 
Footes and Cohens of the world have fought for the right to 
think freely and talk freely, to investigate all things thoroughly 
and never to accept so-called “  facts ”  because they were 
supported by tradition and vested interests. It is very diffi
cult for the younger generation to-day to realise the soul- 
crushing effects of a religion where Hell was a real place of 
brimstone and torture, and it was this gospel of fear and 
savagery that Chapman Cohen attacked year in and year out. 
If fierce in his attacks upon humbug and cruelty, in his private 
life lie was gentleness itself. Like Bradlaugh and Foote lie 
has been attacked by men with little petty minds hut these 
people are forgotten to-day—these human mosquitoes have been 
swatted by the weapons of science.

As a writer, lecturer and debater. Chapman Cohen's wink 
lias been of inestimable value to-the Freethought cause in 
Britain.

We have seen men w ith big newspaper reputations who were 
boosted as philosophers and thinkers by the popular I’ ress, 
howled over in debate in a way that must have made them 
regret having accepted the challenge of a man whose knowledge 
and range of reading wore so stupendous.

In Mr. Cohen’s enormous library of many thousands of hooks, 
1 have never come across ono with uncut pages, nor have I 
ever failed to get a clear convincing account of any writer or 
hook I asked him about.

Had Chapman Cohen turned his undoubted ability in other 
directions, he would probably have been n great (iiuineial 
success, but he would have missed the affection and admiration 
o f thousands of people of all classes. He would also have fore
gone the happiness which must come to any man who has seen 
the cause for which lie 1ms fought throughout the years, if not 
accepted, at least tolerated by those who have opposed any 
new ideas or scientific advancement.

The Frecthought cause vvas fortunate in having such a 
standard-bearer as a champion for so many years.

F. A. llOHNlBROOK.

INTELLECTUAL courage and unswerving loyally to 
truth were the supreme virtues of past protagonists of 
militant Freethought. Carlyle, Brmllaugli, Holyonke, 
I 'oote and, in her palmy days, Annie Besunt, were among 
the bravest of the brave. This splendid tradition bus 
been consistently continued by their successor, Chapman 
Cohen, who, as a veteran of eighty , has been constrained 
by age and its almost invariable accompaniment, the 
decline of enthusiasm and energy, of one’s younger days. 
] f  certain Rationalists have vacillated, compromised, mid 
even recanted—and even II. G. Wells once postulated a 
divinity lie subsequently discarded—Chapman Cohen in 
his long career ns Freethought penman, lecturer and 
debater, never surrendered any of the guiding principles 
of philosophical and scientific, realism.

The present writer has known Chapman Cohen as a 
publicist for more than half a century, and recalls Brad- 
laugh’s,, Mrs. Besunt's, and Foote's lectures at the Old 
Hall of Science in London and elsewhere. Foote’s 
marked ability as lecturer and journalist were highly
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appreciated, and when lie died in 191a there were those 
who feared and, doubtless many who hoped, that the 
militant Freetliouglit movement, with its organisation, 
the National Secular Society, and, above all, The Free
thinker, would expire. Hopes and fears alike proved 
groundless, for all Foote’s contributors to his journal 
rallied round the new editor, and it survives to this
hour, and it is understood that provision has been mad ■ 
for its future publication.

Still, it was no small task to keep an aggressive Free- 
tbought journal alive through two world wars when so 
many long-established organs disappeared. The, Km, 
'¡In Monihiy Voxl, The Moniimj hauler, and all the 
London evening papers, save three, have vanished. The 
I eiiilein ij is dead and the Kdinhitryh and W’cxtniinxlrr 

llreieirx likewise. The Athenaeum and Xu I Ion are incor
porated in the Xew Statesman. But The Freethinker 
still survives and circulates throughout the civilised world. 
Long may if continue to do so. But its persistence sine - 
Foote’s, illness and death is a greater tribute to tile ability 
and resourcefulness of its editor than most of the 
customarv forms of praise.

T. F. PALM I’d!.

I HAVE had many conversations with Mr. Chapman 
Cohen, and many years ago I spent a very pleasant even
ing with him and his family. Several of his books 1 have 
read, not to speak of a great many of his articles in The 
Freethinker, Mr. Cohen has loyally served the cause of 
Kre thought for many years, and wields an incisive pen. 
His, books and articles betray very wide reading.

May I draw attention to one book of his, which 1 most 
appreciate of all his works -The Other Side of Death'.’ 
Here he marshals with irresistible cogency the arguments 
against the idea of an immortal soul, at any rate as 
Christianity and its kindred religions understand it. But 
Mr. Cohen shows himself not only an aeitte logician, but 
a man of deep and strong feelings, confronting sincerely 
the significance of death, with whose stern reality the 
w hole beauty and pathos of our human life is indissolubly 
bound.

May Air. Chapman Cohen, who has now reached the 
evening of his days, enjoy a happy retirement ill the 
society of his good wife and his friends !

A. J). HOW EEL SMITH.

Sin. May I as one of the younger meinlieis of the N.S.S., 
lie permitted the honour of paying my personal tribute to Mr. 
Chapman Cohen for his hrilliant record of magnificent service 
to tile l'’ i'oothoiight Movement in this country and abroad, and 
in particular, to those who, like myself, have derived inestim
able benefit through having studied under his leadership.

It was ten years ago, when I was lint 17 years old, that I 
liist met Chapman Cohen through the medium of The Free
thinker, and although I had the privilege to meet ( hapiuan 
t'olien on hut three occasions, it was mainly through Ids writing 
that I came to know him. The crystal clarity ol his ideas, 
and the refreshing difference of approach, made me feel that 
I had found a true friend.

Let me therefore join with others my own heartiest wishes 
for a long anil happy retirement to both Chapman Cohen and 
Mrs. Cohen. Yours, etc.,

JACK. GORDON.

Sin. Your presidency of the N.S.K. is one of my treasured 
thoughts.

Lilt Imu easy it i t o  av that, w hen I realise that you 
have nuhled me to learn more useful knowledge and more 
far-reaching knowledge than from any other single source!

May your retirement be a joy to you and to Mrs. Cohen. 
Yours, etc.,

J. G. UURDON.

rates
TH E H O R N ET ST IN G S BACK

ALT 11 ()C (HI Mr. Wood so -strongly 
“ jeering add scoffing-•”  against some ot , a paftk'1'! 
Spiritualists, his article in reply to mine " as , —H

our
of

thouF
iiivefe'

rot. tO'
w as" only (lob)111̂  |eer’ng !,nd scoffing,”
g a t i , H , 1:« u ll!U asked. Us to do. I was 

ii ... ‘ eu 'r> K't us see'Where we have
'Em,] co tn in a J u j^ 'p ^ 1; / ' !  . hi”  ori£inal article, that R
Roberts tin- I- lg lt lieutenant Irwin through

*  tllB med,uni “  Have a detailed account

h-

f thc
liigWtin-’

lit-rf
ails 

t

with 
t-lje a

that 
tech"1;

Ah'S
tu

disaster [in which he was killed] and its cause 111 
technical terms . . .  At the time of the seauc 
official inquiry bad not been held and there 
no published report of the accident . . ■ 4he ‘
given by Mrs. Rolieris were found to be absolute ĵ .̂pu 
alter investigation . . .  If Airs. Roberts did /,/s
her information from Flight Lieutenant Irwin , 
death, then from whom did she obtain it and h«11 ,

In his second article, Mr. Wood says that ¡‘v ht 
Irwin personally, he was “  well acipiainted w..,y
distinctive manner of speech ” — “  which was 1 )̂1(|
Ids voice came through, according to Harry l’rici- 
Air. Wood adds, “  1 am quite convinced—and s' 
the R.A.F. officer who examined the Report, 
one could possibly use or understand the highly  ̂,,
cal terms used by the medium unless lie was L’N
in airship eomtruetion or a pilot.”  /t)1,

When I read bis first article, li came to the col'1 h' ^ 
that Air. Wood either bad all the. relevant accbiin 
the seance—it was with Mrs. Garrett and not 
Roberts, a mistake anyone may make, trusting 0 . |e>. 
memory—or that lie was bluffing or supremely crei‘l „J 
1 am sorry to say that, in a sense, lie wan bluffing, 
la- certainly showed childish credulity. ji(J

lie was good enough to send me a cutting tvol** 
Sunday Dixpafch dated .March 19, I9AH— lieai'l,' j,,
ycurx alter the disaster. Anything can be vvriH1! ,jl(| 
three years. Now what I wanted was 'something 
/)(■/.ue the official inquiry—for how could 1 IV̂ î ts. 
compare the two records to see if, as Mr. Wood 111’ |)t, 
they were “  absolutely ”  the same? Not only ‘ 'ot 
not do this, but lie -ays that it is m.y job to get J j 
of the Air Ministry's Report. So that, at the (>lJ jc. 
of my “  investigation,” I find him making certain s ,r. 
ments, aud when 1 ask him for proof, he says in ■' ■'
“  go and find out yourself, I am not going to help jy 
1 am not in tile least surprised, and 1 am extie' ^  
doubtful if Mr. Wood ever -saw the official ReP0.1. 
heard of the seance until three years after the ace*].  ̂
when ho read about it in the Sunday Dispatch. ,|lt> 
he claims, then, that tlie seance was “  absolutely 
same as the official Report, he is “  bluffing.”  , ,

of , 
h"'1
w'W
ful1

Let us 
seance, 
only to 
having

ave a look at Mr. Price's account 
He say-i that “  conditions of space ”  allow 
present the facts, hut it appeals that he- 
' a routine seance,”  with Mrs. Garrett in

daylight two days after the crush, and her “  allege'1 j 
control (Price’s description) “  Uvant ’ ’ introd"11 
“  IRVING'or IRW IN.”  Now, in almost all the ace*1'11',,, 
that 1 have read of seances, and in those that I 
attended, the control or the spirit uses only the Chris”1 
names, George or Sally, for example, and never, or 
rarely indeed 1 have never myself come across 
instance—a surname. George or Sally is standing c 
hv, hut never Maimvaring or Cholmondly or Rashka'j 
fini. That seemed to me rather suspicious in the art'1' j 
and when 1 came to “  investigate ”  the two hooks 
vvliieli Harry Price gives accounts of this seance, 
neither does it say that the control said ”  Irving
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was “  Irwin glit away. It is only fair 
t'i 'M t the first account ol the seance was sent
•hlly

'■'via 
lu Point

I ig j . ...........—.....
pj-jj n.C<m S-P.R. .Journal, and it appeared in 

"*t(l t|,j’ > n'ne months after it took place, and Price 
As j " his articles and books.

'"I'lliai,, p •*' lL'U(i, there were present at the seance the 
Mi ..I ’ " c e ,  and ids secretary .Miss Beenliam. What
'*» $ £ ■
‘M i? }

su"l'ly do not
¡ ¡ s i , T  ri" ' th;u

¡ . I
-Ne ’ tor it can mean anything. Jt has
1 havin'' ,)?°h know for certain that it was the spirit 

'•ttiHn,. i "  hicli came through, and it has

the¡refore, depends on the veracity of 
’ j"hl exactly how much can we depend on 
snnnlv /i„ .w  tincnV- The spirit spoke so 

.Miss Beenham had a little 
"king down what «lie said,’ ’ but, adds 
thought very little was lost.”  1 like the

ought ’ 
r- Wood

made moT VJU1UC tlUUÛ ll, CUJU.
\\’|j. ,s Sceptical of the whole affair.

Mina.. f  louW file spirit speak so rapidly in highly 
hid Ile‘ terms? Was that all he was thinking about:' 
"i„l (]. " fcver give a thought to his own violent death 
'hat, if", ‘lea,th« of his crew? Would Mr. Wood claim 
' "ii'diu" ""h'ckily was killed, and he came through to 
Mini,-!!"1 would immediately engage, in a highly 
h'e p., 'V 'hscussion on spiritualism utterly disregarding 
k'rli,.,ii)t,lc '"to into which he was so unceremoniously

description of the disaster, disappeared 
one of the 11 higher ”  planes outside this

\h, 
!'•• X

diQ1|'|'|1’ it not highly suspicious that Irwin’s spirit 
haunting t he precincts of . Price’s Psychical 

sitting Oi-y ""piously waiting for one ol the ” routine 
i . ,r,s • Hid Irwin know where the Laboratory was, 

tin,,.1 «PlHts or controls exempt from considerations of 
•lii„l, !l"d place? ll,as Irwin, now relieved from his 
f;.p . ,V '"clinical
W .V‘V ntoht.,.()ii ours specially reserved for good people and 
■ |.|( '• l ie a|.])ears never to have come through again— 
111,. /  Which seems to me to be very significant. Surely 
lii, M»*it could have honoured some other medium with 

^ ’"■'hly friend, Mr. Wood, as the sorrowful sitter? 
tt,,1. ''vice, does not seem to be in any way surprised 

,l( ' win came through to him. He just takes it for 
k y .j| ■ He was England’s famous investigator, and 
tli,,. 1 s spirit naturally chose him to prove to the world 
it,,'' iMl'h’ survive after death. At least, that is the 
|, . "ssi(m | gtvt reading the Sunday Dispatch article, 

'h just matter of fact.
"rice showed his report to an ‘ ‘ officer ”  called 

I':||:..A who, according to Mr. Wood, came from 
Hi.,.,' ,l|'k,fon, where the airship was built.” hut who, 
¡is| ! Ing L> Mr Price, “  came from Bedford, where the 

Vi, "P Was built.”  You can take vour choice. In anv 
• M i,t 'l 'e  says he does not know whether the Air 
l|l(, ’'By made any use of liis verbatim, report—before 
b;s "Hiciul inquiry? There is nothing in the Sunday 

'"[Ich ¡iftiele which shows that Price compared the 
"dim report ”  with the official Beport of the ncci- 
And therefore nothing which justifies Air. Wood’s 

.„ '"ion that the two—the seance and the official 
eW't—Were "found to be “  absolutely ”  identical. 

\V|.,.'"hied contributor to this journal, Mr Sturge 
x'| n’o. who wrote such a scathing reply in his 

/  Astery of Versailles ”  to a book written by two 
•■(.j I'"" wlio claimed that, at the beginning of this 
All|(t]l'.vi they saw enacted a whole scene with Marie 
l| "'"idle and her court at Versailles, and who knew 
t). • l'V Brice, tells me that the famous investigator 

" ‘‘d the public always preferred hunk to debunk', 
’ "••it- was what he gave. them. This is why in the 

%' , ! lt Dispatch article be did not answer the obvious 
Minn, “  Do you, Price, really believe that it wav the.

•‘lit
'"hi

spirit ol the dead Irwin that came through at your 
seance?”  But ho did answer the question in his book 
In Scinch for Truth (10-12)—which was not written for 
just newspaper readers. On page 158, Price distinctly 
declares that, ”  Then1 is no evidence, that, it ictus the 
discuriiati; Irwin speaking.”

There is, therefore, no need for me, as Air. Wood 
“ jeeringly ” asks me to do, to tea/ .Mr. Price's report 
to shreds; Harry Price himself has done it for me.

Air, Wood almost hysterically declares over and over 
again that lie is not a spiritualist. A man who believes 
that a spirit can talk in highly technical terms through 
a medium and a “  control ’ ’ may declare that he is not 
a spiritualist, of course, but the readers of this journal 
know as well as he does that a rose is a. rose no matter 
what we call it. Ally man who believes what Mr, Wood 
believes must be a spiritualist; and the fact that the 
Psychic Sews lias taken him to heart and given him 
editorials- and whole pages shows that, for once, they 
are right.

11. CUTNEJi,

UP A GUM  T R E E

JOSH BILLINGS once said—“  The trouble with most 
[oiks is not so much their ignorance, as their ‘ knowing 
so many things which ain’t so.”  Whilst a great many 
people, here in Scotland have, been wondering when they 
were to be supplied with Australian eucalyptus honey, 
the London Federation of .Master Bakers have been com
plaining to the Food Ministry that the honey is unsuitable 
mid unfit for human- consumption (italics mine). A 
Food Ministry spokesman said: “  The eucalyptus-tasting 
honey is believed to he due to a. good proportion of the 
flora in Australia consisting of eucalyptus ” (marvellous 
deduction) and that, “  the taste ha« sometimes been 
detected in the honey.”  Then to crown it all, an official 
at Australia House is reported to have said that very 
little ob the honey sent to Britain tasted of eucalyptus. 
It would he safe to bet that this apologising official is 
not an “  Aussie,”  or lie would have told these 
“  Pommies ”  \yhere to get off.

It was toward« the end >1 last century, when m distin
guished French naturalist was travelling in Australia, 
that the honey was discovered. He observed near the 
top of one of the eucalyptus trees, a strange excrescence. 
On examining this with his field-glasses, he noticed a vast 
army of small insects Hying about, entering and leaving 
an opening in the tree, ¡struck with the unusual appear
ance, he got his men to cut down the tree. During 
this operation the insects came in deputations to see 
what the strange workmen were doing. Convinced thai 
the insects were small black bees of a peculiar kind 
then unknown to entomo’ogists, he got. the workmen to 
piotect their faces from the attack's of the bees, which 
arc. very sting-ey, and the tree fell. The shock made the 
queen leave the hive inside the tree, accompanied 
bv her faithful followers. The hive was examined and 
the honev in considerable quantity—-was found to he 
of such peculiar flavour and remarkable sweetness that 
lie sent home specimens of both honev and liees to his 
doctor friend for analysis and examination.

To find out the properties of the honey, it was first 
given in warm milk to dogs. It produced a slowing of 
the heart’s action; in a small dog, from 171 to 70 heats 
a minute. The effects lasted 24 hours. The tempera
ture was also reduced one: degree for the time being. 
Operating upon himself, the doctor found the honey and 
milk to yield a most pleasant beverage and to produce, 
after a lew minutes, an agreeable «ensation of warmth
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throughout the hotly. The bronchial tubes were cleared 
and the voice became clearer and more resonant. The 
lungs acted more freely. After using the honey for a 
week, he could take violent exercise without feeling the 
strains.

The doctor submitted a report on the eucalyptus honey 
to the Acad'emy of .Medicine, Paris. The honey was 
found to contain 02 per cent, of sugar, the active prin
ciples (i.e., euealyptol, eucalyptene, terpene, cymol, 
colouring, resinous and aromatic principles), 18 per cent. 
The large proportion of sugar and medicinal elements 
drew the attention of the medical savants to the 
importance of the honey in therapeutics. On account 
of its sweetness arid nutritional qualities it has been 
recommended as an excellent substitute for cod-liver 
oil in wasting diseases. In cases of bronchitis, phthisis, 
and scrofula, as a sedative'to the heart, as a reducer of 
fever, as an antiseptic, it is second to no product. The 
Progrés Medical, of Paris, contained a number of 
authentic ease* of remarkable cures by the continued 
use of eucalyptus honey. Three teaspoonsful of the 
honey in warm milk are, taken thrice a day in wasting 
diseases with great success.

It combines active principles which have been long 
recognised for medicinal purposes. Eucalypti! ha* been 
used in intermittent fevers, post-scarlatinal nephritis, 
and albuminuria. Eucalyptene has been employed in 
malarial fevers. Terpene is a powerful antiseptic and 
disinfectant, Cvmol is a good stomachic. Combined, 
then, in the honey by the bees, these various- ingredients 
are found to he of considerable importance in the treat
ment of throat, bronchial, lung, and heart affections, 
in various fevers, in whooping-cough and influenza, and 
in catarrh. In short, if is a boon to suffering humanity .

According to recent Press reports, Samuel Taylor, of 
Twickenham ltoad, Isleworth, Middlesex, was a, white- 
haired, sick old man, hardly able to hobble from one 
room to another. Sam is 80 year* old. The family 
doctor gave him a few months t<> live. In searching 
through some old papers, he found a few of his grand
mother’s recipes. He decided to try them, with the 
following result: 11 is hair is returning to the hrowny 
colour it was when lie was a young mail. I lis hack", once 
bent and stiff, is now straight and supple. He takes a 
live-mile walk every day before breakfast, and three 
times a week lie walks the fifteen miles from his home 
up to the centre of London, and then walks hack again 
in time for supper. He lost all his teeth years ago. 
.Voil' lie in heijinniaq lo ml urn■ Ire,tli. And you'll never 
guess the chief “  ingredient ”  of his “  miracle brew." 
Yes, that’s right, Australian honey! It is later reported 
that theatrical agents have offered to put him oil the 
stage and an Australian honey manufacturing firm lias 
invited him to Australia to advertise their goods. Hut. 
Sam has turned these offeex down; be says be is quite 
liappv and contented on 2(>s. a week. The one thing that 
worries him is that, ns he is a religious man, lie is 
wondering if it is right and natural for a person to grow 
younger, and that’s where Sam gets stuck; or, in the 
language of the classics, lie is virtually, like the other 
three “  authorities ”  aforenamed, UP A (¡UM TREK.

J. HUMPHREY.

At the recent Methodist Conference, Mr. Stead com
plained that “  most of the people fixing in the east end 
of our big manufacturing cities have, gone pagan.”  So 
what? What is wrong in going “  pagan ” ? If going 
pagan moans giving up the stupidities of Christianity, 
its ridiculous miracles and devils, it surely is a good 
thing to go pagan. And there is no answer to that.

REPO R T T O  HIS EXCELLENCY
SEQUEL TO DIKE A ETON HOAX or

{1 our Excel I rnrii trill pleam; cretine »nj .̂porl 111
licereIurial rraninie I mil olilujed lo irriti' I lis 
English.) vatio'13,
i Oil will ree
as drafted a’t Dumbarton Oaks

that the Charter of the l ntieu ,,t
-  ......... -, was given final

t,e subsequent Sail Uiasco Conference. 1 10
I reaty or Pact between or among the High fi|C

’ luseo ________
• N 11 * ri“'l;t,y <>r Pact between or among the High 
".g laities, and is intended to ensure the peace 
world,
tl1(ASSUrning that the Pe«ce of the world will cens'd "• , .s h<hveVf "separate peaces of the separate p.c(’M’ j  PiiC'”  
provision was made in the Charter for Lega* ‘ ppNj.U 
to protect the various regions from wars ">"
was intended to prevent.

I can report progress in this direction. By rneft'13.'̂  
} Ytlanttf;the Atlantic Pact it is hoped to create a pacific 

by means of a Council of Europe it is hoped ex
the 

less of a P
Unite

lii.nl">to unite sixteen or more members of 
Nations in a unity that will he rather 
than U.N.O. has turned out to he. , pen"’

This development, too, follows the line that <)|ic
of the

society cannot he converted into a governine^ 
by conferring paper powers upon it. As Your l''xl 1 
has so often impressed upon me, a Peace-Keeping ■ ” ¡p 
cannot perform its duties unless it can enfia1' 
decisions without waging war, and it cannot 1>(i 
unless and until it is enabled to enforce its decisions 
individual citizens). ..pik

Behind the scenes of U.N.O. itself, this trend w" jji 
little wheels within the big wheel found express"’ 
the creation of the “  Interim Committee of the 
Assembly ”  (])opulnrly • referred to as the 
Assembly ”). The Little 
Committee. “ A comprehensive account ol 
and conclusions of the Sub-Committee and the 
Committee will be found in the Preliminary' ^
(‘ Implementation of Paragraph 2 (c )  of the ( '1'

(ienu;

Assembly appointed a ...
Lit"1
su1;-
•o**1

I cfC ( 
IfiU’

t |i<‘

Assembly Resolution of November 13, 1047 ) *” , 1(]

effe"'.
itConciliation No. 14 ” ).

Your Excellency will no doubt wonder what ..... .
any, was made to ascertain whether the Geneva trail1 ,. 
of attempted “  government of governments, by gp' 1 pi 
ments, and for governments ”  made any cont-rlh1 1 Lfy 
security or, indeed, whether so-called collective Bt*.’"1 t)i, 
is an adequate substitute for international govern"1'...¡r 
Tile position is obscure, but the foregoing facts regi"’1

throw light upon
the deliberations of tile Tattle Assembly, gleaned P)’, 
.1 . N. Hyde’s report, limy 
question : —

“  Tn some of the discussions a distinction bel" 
mediation and conciliation was brought out. Tilt c,ll'

what distinction, if any, exists between mediation di'"

world will he made less insecure if " e V'-slil>l'' 
or more little talking-shops inside the big talkn'r 
(1 should add that the British Government huu ()f tl" 
the precaution of depriving the Council of Lm'°l)L 
power which U.N.O. itself s<> obviously lacks i 'u ,vl.r- 
to act upon decisions. It must be admitted, |)1(fiii' 
that they are right in maintaining that a 1 iU,1-el,v

:JIu ..

Sub-Committee, which the Interim Committee adop ()1 
the final report of the Sub-Committee and the. rep° ) ¡. 
the Interim Committee to the General Assembly _wb't 
substantially the same as the Sub-Committee s .p 
report. Some members have seen in the beginning0! 
work- a continuation of the Geneva tradition of org"11̂ ^ 
measures for collective security. ” (1 quote from J1.11 |t| 
Nevins Hyde’s report published in “  Interna11' .

,ii'
flU

Committee felt flint . . . it would he useful to con" 1 |

t
( '1 ì
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offices . It was suggested that in the future 
” ’b practice of arbitration might be

food 
(L

I ^ hilG ¿1 y
I^veen Assen.\^ is debating the difference
offices . ,lle^'!>tion, conciliation, arbitration and good 
societ,’ , ’Snoring the difference between a debating

u,'il „ ---------- . , ,  , ,  ------- . . . . . .1 ,1  u „  „ , „ n.„Ivj;v.',and a 

>̂SCUi

■ ~~o —~ ------- ------
iSe(j , u government, Your Excellency would be well 

It 0 buy armament shares.
jiffiltor '■ ^’e proposed duties of “  a qualified con-
beard " '""ev er  that may mean) the Little Assembly 
b'e pai,,. °bjection to a resolution which stipulated that 
’"‘lend | a dispute “  shall meet.”  This was
' s Your p ' ea<̂  Ibey “  shall lie invited to meet.”
v.u,; i L.xcellencv mav annreciate. the risk of warI “nish

—  ̂ -----...0J1 ------cy may appreciate, the risk of war
’‘e ihĤ  ’ "1 when a Power realises that she will not
’tereiv -,tc . 1°  meet her enemy across the table, but
ffi'sf ¡j "lv]ted. 1 must confess 1 had some difficulty at 
b)"- ,(| ŝ e,ng how this made a tittle of difference, but I 
'ffileriiic, superior wisdom of statesmen. Still, con- 
!,"'inx,ij . Ie SVent difficulties in which they always land 
? law ■-'■I8, "  ben trying to juggle with international 
ffi j !s surprising they do not try to devise a system 
beia„s c.’ d operates directly upon individual human 

’ " ’ stead, of on governments as such.
"tier „i  lin.b Ibe U.S.A. submitted a proposal suggesting 
ffilly ( that “  the Interim Committee might also use- 
^  i llmine die General Convention to improve the 
' ° ’ preventing war concluded at Geneva in 1931.”
ffitlw "U'ttely, however, there was no reference to the 
tica 
57’er

Uler Ji nuwcvtjl. , H 1 C 1 C  \Y i o i m u i m o  t v  c u e
tw  m?re modern suggestions for abolishing war by 
eQe,.^ international federal government. The Lebanon 
R e a l l y  sponsored a plan for setting up a permanent 
% ,!„!'dee of Conciliation, “  capable of inspiring con-
muk|( a" (* inducing by its sheer prestige and high moral 
H ^ J .tb e  requisite spirit of conciliation between the

>nf0|. l ° " r Excellency’s next despatch, will you kindly 
hi,. me whether your sheer prestige and iiigh moral 
1,1 have been sufficiently sheer and sufficiently high 
ffi,' q^1' fjnough taxes from our people to pay my salary 
by Vv] P ast quarter? Or did you use some other power 

"c"  to finance the welfare of our State?
HAROLD S. BIDMEAD.

C1TIZENESS OF TH E W O R L D  No. 1 ?

I Vi, V ,bGlNIA DAVIS TO SING FOR EUROPE
1 v̂ g in ia0̂ 

, W

DAVIS, sister of Garry ( “  World Citizen 
, ), arrived in Zurich this week from America, via
"’"on, on a .concert tour of Europe. She is well

| >'0l ", hi America as a soprano singer of the. songs of six 
H„t| ‘ u's, and has been described by the Press as “  the 

I "ati,' daper of the folk song.”  Last year she gave a 
I 'i,|||'," '"id e  series of 40 concerts in U.S.A. and has now 

\V0l? to Europe to give benefits in aid of her brother’s 
Win,. Citizens’ Movement and local federalists. She 

in, Brussels, Paris, Berlin, London
now ,v*"uuo <

S visit Stockhol 
rj,.Possibly Capri.

V *  ̂ is b'- moo” ‘
apn

means her first visit to Europe; she lias
iiKt."bed up and down the European countryside studying 

I,)6 characteristics and the local songs. 
it„ 'fginia inherits her talent from both parents Her 
ly . ’61' is a gifted pianist-composer, and her father, Meyer 

| 'q'.’b has played for every President since Wilson.
t}, Davis’s tour in this country is being sponsored by 

/ \\> ('rns:ule for World Government, 34, Baker Street-, 
1 nj j (WEL 5483), to whom volunteer helpers should 
i y-

“  D E AD  S O U L S ”

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith (R.C.) 
has n beautiful new scheme for raking- in the shekels. 
In their appeal for new members, which costs one dollar 
per annum, living and deceased persons may be enrolled. 
”  N .F .”  who sends us details of the racket has suggested 
that we ask all readers to take out subscriptions for their 
dead relatives. The only difficulty would be to get a 
supply of asbestos on which to print. However, if any 
subscriber would like us to send four consecutive issues 
of The Freethinker to any address, please send four 
penny stamps to this office.

O B IT U A R Y
A L F R E D  L ONG HUR ST

At the Putney Vale Crematorium, London, SAV., on 
Tuesday, July 12, the remains of Alfred Ixmglmrst were 
cremated. Death followed a very painful illness which ho faced 
with courage and patience. He was in his 69th year and held 
strong Freethought views to the end. To his widow and other 
members of the family, we express our sympathy with them 
in their loss. There was a good muster of relatives and friends 
at the Crematorium, where a Secular Service was read hy the 
General Secretary of the N.S.S.

R. II. R.

LECTU R E N O T IC E S, E T C .

Outdoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway).—Sunday,
6- 30 p .m . : Mr. H. D a y .

Burnley (Market).—Sunday, 7 p.m: Air. J. Clayton. 
Crawshawbooth.—Friday, July 22, 7-30 p.m.: Mr. J. Cr,avion.
Kingston Branch N.S.S, (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7 pan.: 

Messrs. W in t e r , W h it a k e r  and B a r k e r .
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m. : 

Debate, “  Is the Design Argument Sound?”  Pro, Air. R. 
Corcoran, R.C. Contra, Mr. J. Crayton, N.S.S. . 

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Alexandra Park Gates).— 
Wednesday, July 27, 8 pan.: Mr. C. T. Smith.

Alerseyside Branch N.S.S. (Danelagh .Street (bombed site), 
Liverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p .m . : Mr. W. P a r r y .

Nelson (Chapel Street).—Wednesday, July 27, 7-15 pan.: 
Ah'. J. Clayton.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Air. 1,. E b u r y . (Highbury 
Corner)__ 7 pan.: Air. L. E b u r y .

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Alarkot Square).—Sunday,
7- 30 p .m .: Air. T. M. AIosley.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool).—Sunday, 7 pan.: 
Air. A. Samms.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park, Herne Hill).— 
Sunday, 7 pan.: Mr. F. A. R idi.ey.

AVest London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park).— 
Sunday, 6 pan.: Aressrs. E. Bryant, ('. E. W ood and 
E. Pace.

I ndoor

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Loco. Alen’ s Institute, 62, Forest 
Lane, Stratford, E.18.).—Tuesday, 8 pan,: Branch Aleeting, 
all welcome.

I n d o o r

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Bed Lion Square, 
W .C .I.).—Sunday, 11 a.m.: “ A Psychologist Looks at 
Culture,”  Professor T. H. P e a r , ALA.

O u t d o o r

Glasgow (Brunswick Street).—Sunday, 3 p.m .: Alessrs. S. 
B r y d e n , E. L a w a s i  and ,T. H u m p h r e y .

LONELY ?— loin Victory Friendship Circle, 34, Honeywell 
Road, London, S.W .U. Details Is.
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★ FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF  ★

BO O K S BY CH APM A N  COHEN
M A T E R IA L I S M  R E S T A T E D .  4s. Gd. Five editions of this 

important work have been printed and the value of the 
book on this important subject is enhanced by its simplicity 
o f style.

GRAM MA R OF F R E E T H O U G H T .  :is. 6d. The author intro
duces what he considers to be the right mental approach 
to such fundamental Freetbought subjects as: Morality, 
Life, Mind. Evolution, and the “  Next World.”

E SSA Y S  IN F R E E T H I N K I N G .  Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4. 2s. 6d. 
Light in form but serious in purpose. These essays are 
suggestive, provocative, and will start you thinking.

D ET E R M IN IS M  OR F R E E W I L L .  2s. Gd. Fourth Edition. A 
short concise exposition of the philosophy of Determinism 
shorn of all irrelevances and confined’ to essentials.

GOD AND T H E  U N I V E R S E .  3s. Gd. Third Edition. An 
exposition of the incompatibility of Science' and Religion. 
Replies to Professors Eddington, Jeans, Huxley and 
Einstein.

BR A D L A U G H  AND I N G E R S O L L .  3 s . This is  a Centenary 
appreciation of the two great contemporaries to whose 
great work in the cause of Freedom of Thought the world 
owes a great debt.

AN A T H E I S T ’S APPROACH TO C H R I S T IA N I T Y .  I s . 3d .
A study of Christianity from an unusual angle.

C H A L L E N G E  TO R E L I G IO N .  Is. 3d. Four Lectures 
deliberately designed to deal with the most relevant aspects 
of Religion.

T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  OF D EAT H.  2s. Gd. A keen analysis of 
the belief in survival from a. militant Freethought point 
of view, with particular reference to those religious aspects 
that theology leaves out of account.

GOD AND EV O LU T IO N.  Gd. Can Evolution be squared 
with Christianity? A scathing answer to Modernists.

T H E I S M  OR ATHE ISM.  3s. Gd. The author’ s classic and 
philosophical exposition of Atheism with an exhaustive 
lucid reply to the Design argument.

P R I M I T I V E  S U R V I V A L S  IN MODERN T H O UC H T.  3 s.
Here is a thorough examination of many terms used in 
scienco and philosophy which still retain the “  Ghost of a 
God.”  Should be studied by every Freethinker.

C H R I S T IA N I T Y ,  WHAT  IS IT? 2s. The Freethought 
answer to a plain'question put to Chapman Cohen by Free
thinkers and Christians alike.

GOD AND ME.  2s. Gd. Second Edition. These ’ “ letters to 
God ”  show the author as a satirist as well as a Free- 
thought critic.

THO MAS PA IN E  (A P I O N E E R  OF TWO W ORLDS) .  Is. Id.
A finely written appreciation of one of the greatest 
Englishmen of all time—as well as a citizen of the world.

P A M P H L E T S  FOR T H E  P E O P L E ,  Nos. 1 to 18. 2d. each.
16pp. Cloth bound in one volume 5s. In simple language 
these pamphlets contain the quintessence of the author’ s 
long experience of Freethought problems. No Free
thinker’ s library should bo without the complete volume. 

The above works represent not merely a complete I're-et bought
library, but the work of a lifetime of Free thought activity. 

T H E  C O M P L E T E  SE T  P R I C E  £2 9s. POST F R E E  
Add 3d. postage for single volumes.

3,000 COPIES ALREADY SOLD

THE EVOLUTION 
OF THE PAPACY |

by F. A .  R I D L E Y

Author of Julian the Apostate, The Jesuits, c*c

A clear exposition  of the origins of Roman Catholic>s,T1 
a world power and the part it has played in w orld  histor)

Price i / -  Postage J

The Freethought Case simply and concisely Pu"

I V o f i a t t ' a i M l a  J L e a l l * ^ *
Ideal for distribution at meeting*

Christian Ethics. Does Man Desire God ? Are 
Inferior to Freethinkers ? The Beliefs of Unbelievers. vv 
is Secularism ? Do you want the Truth ? Sunday Cinem

4-page folders I - per 100 from the 
Gen. Sec. N.S.S. 41, Grays Inn Road.

Back numbers of the FREETHINKER can also be had for distrib«Jti

Ha ve You Got Your

NSS HANDBOOK
Yet?

No Freethinker should be without it 
Packed with useful and vital information

Tithes, Secular Funerals, Withdrawal of Chil<if';IJ 
from Religious Instruction in  Schools, C o n s t i t u t i f11 

of the NSS, etc.
32 pages Post Free 7d’

From all Booksellers or direct from the

PIONEER PRESS

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press (G. W. Foote and Company Limited), 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C. 1.


