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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Religj
glIon and Sex

taJfPOSB | may take it for granted that very few
theVn 110w read the jbooks of Isaac D ’Israeli, father of
Niti °WS Earl of Beaconsfield, so well known both for
Whti?8 and literature. D ’Israeli was not a first class
U, r!"imt I*e was an interesting one, and now and again
< AW HS UL dilu Uip ,
he f:f, lans, which appeared in 179G, is an essay with
that -0 r 16 Alliance Between Love and Religion, a title
some trouble, which is what one might
that - Tlle iQner side of the Christian religion is one
ChrRp°mParativelv few people know anything about.
thel.S 1;Us teast of ail. To suggest to a Christian that
Chr; Vs an utterly indecent idea at the bottom of the
Alrs;'an doctrine of the Virgin birth, or that the
K W re'tgion has. and does, nourish a quite sexually
Vet temperament, is to come near to insulting him.
I'otf 1 IS a statement that a knowledge of psychology and
hav"V Would,amply support. The attractions of sex
Woji] een responsible for more religious fer our ‘ban th
u(, u 18'aware, and it may be questioned if the idea of
-C \r Id have perpetuated itself to the extent it has
G 1 the absence of male and female personifications
kriv'f D ’Israeli says, shrewdly enough, that the
to, ae representatives of the ancient creed, must have
bruunieafed a more celestial inspiration.
is e.V°nd doubt much of which orthodox historians treat
of 'llmpressions of rejigion are little more than expressions
JIOrdered sexual instincts.  The lives of the'saints
-~ ar« enough to. prove this, “ Poets are dmorous,
QalJts are poetical, but saints are both,” says D ’Israeli,
o, °ne need not travel far to find proofs of the salacious
»--ter of the latter class. Perhaps the commonest
tliplir? °f all with the saints of the Christian religion is
fiy r 'rregular sexual life before conversion, and their
~N«ent -lapses afterwards. And where there is not an
ft(. Ual relapse in action, there is in thought. The most
h £ ent in which the devil appears to tempt a
is that of a naked woman. And in the case of
.C 'le saints, the favourite disguise is that of a jhandsome
man, also “ dressed mit noddings on ” as Hans
i ‘'nann has it. In the monasteries the prayers of the
Its, “ were invariably directed to the Virgin ” in the
f;. ,nGrieg they were as regularly directed to the Son of
t , ¢ Instinct expresses itself even though it be cloaked
hooded by religious extravagance.
fo( lete i a vein of satire, and some historical warranty
1 tee following from T Israeli:—

r “ The Catholic religion is an academy of love.
lhe effusions of a Spaniard to the Virgin, arid a
repentant frail one addressing Alary Alagdalene, with
an ‘ Ora pro nobis * employ language which cum-
Pcrts ns little with piety as modesty. | have even
heard a pretty Arian speak with some conviction of
Hie divinity of Jesus, after having read the beautiful
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description of his person in Josephus, and which was
interpolated by some monk, well knew that even
the Son of God would come recommended to the
ladies by the charms of his person. The illustrious
pious are always represented as beautiful; from the
Oriental obscenities of Solomon, the Jewish Ovid,
to the grossness of Zinzendorf. and the indecencies
of Whitfield.”
As for example :—:

“ Over the burning pillow of the monk hovers a
phantom of melancholy lust. His fancy was the
scourge of innumerable visions which disturb the day
and night. Their homilies were manuals of love,
and the more religious they become, the more
depraved they were. In the nunnery the love of
Jesus was the most abandoned of passions, and the
ideal espousal was indulged at the cost’of the feeble
heart of many a solitary beauty. Several manu-
script diaries have been preserved in which the
embraces and sensations of spiritual love are not
distinguishable from those of a material nature. . .,
Tiss>t bes given n case of this nature; a voting
woman had yielded herself up to all the extrava-
gances of love and religion; during six months that
he attended her she could only ejaculate at intervals

My beloved Lamb, come to my arms.” ”

He also describes a copy of verses written by a nun,
Marie le Cocque, who describes her betrothal to Jesus
with “ great lubricity of imagination.” Dissenting
hymn-books, equally with Catholic manuals might bo
quoted to the same end. Many young girls would be
heartily ashamed to address to their lovers the senti-
ments that they are found expressing in song to Jesus.
It is not, of course, claimed that the singers are always,
or even generally, evidence of the same sexual impulse;
but it is certain their origin and influence owes much to
its presence. Dr. Alaudesley may bo well cited here as
evidence on behalf of D’lsraeli’s contention. He says,
after characterising much of what is described at present
as “ deep religious feeling,” ,as being “ morbid self-
feeling. springing at bottom from unsatisfied instinct or
other uterine action upon mind ” :(—

“ The ecstatic trances of such saintly women as
Catherine de Sienne and St. Theresa, in which they
believed themselves to be visited by their Saviour,
-and to be received as veritable spouses into his
bosom, were, though they knew it not, little else
than vicarious sexual organism a condition of things
which the intense contemplation of the naked male
figure, carved or sculptured in all its proportions on
a cross, is more fitted to produce in young women of
susceptible nervous temperament than people are
apt to consider. .. . The fanatical religious sects
which spring up from time to time in communities,
and disgust them by the offensive way in which they
mingle love and religion, are inspired in great
measure by sexual feeling. On the one hand there
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is probably the cunning of a hypocritical knave or
the self-deceiving duplicity of a half-insane one
using the weaknesses of women to minister to his
vanity or to his lust under a religious guise ; on the
other hand, there is an exaggerated self-feeling,
rooted often in sexual passion. ... In such cases
the -holy kiss of love owes its warmth to the sexual
impulse which inspires it consciously or uncon-
sciously, and the mystical union of the sexes is fitted
to issue in a less spiritual union.””

The man of letters and the medical psychologist are in
agreement upon this point, and both might call in the
historian to their support. One of the most groundless
of superstitions current in the Christian world is that
which pictures the early generations of believers as
preaching and practising a most austere morality. Those
who have studied primitive Christianity know how false
all this is. The truth is. that from the first glimpse we
get of Christianity as a definite body of religious doctrines
we find it associated with charges of licentiousness, and
licentious practices. Antinomiariism was its besetting
sin.  The principal apologist of the Christians, as early
as the second century, was only able to meet the charge
of licentious practices by the damning defence that it
was not true of all. but only of some. The very asceticism
of the early Christians is, in its way, il confession of
sexual uncleanness and extravagance. The “ unclean
virtue ” of asceticism could never make headway among
a people who were morally healthy, and there is a certain
sly humour in IVJsraeli's remark that “ If one part of
ascetic Christianity threatened, if universally adopted,
to depopulate the world, the other, of mystical Chris-
tianity, appears resolute in rectifying that political
error "—a remark which lie follows up by saying that
“ no Society so small as Methodism (he was writing in
1796) has produced to the State so many additional
members. ”

The alliance between salacity and religion continues
right through European history. The first, rule for the
knight in the days of chivalry was concerned with the
love of God and the ladies; and it was in no spirit of
irreverence that Boccaccio returns thanks to God and the
ladies for the success of his tales. A writer quoted by
D ’Israeli well remarks that in the romances of the
Middle Ages “ Jesus Christ and Apollo, Cupid and the
Holy Ghost, Venus and the Virgin, went hand in hand in
the early productions of this kind.” The very prayer-
books of the great were, in the sixteenth century, orna-
mented with the figures of mistresses of kings, nobles,
and the “ dignified clergy,” while the illustrations
accompanying them are of a character more easily
imagined than described. Some idea of their character
may be guessed by any who have closely examined the
carvings in the more secluded portions of some of our
own old minsters, churches, and other religious establish-
ments.

The inquiry opens up a wide field of investigation for
those who care to follow it. Many investigations—those
of Alercier and Starbuck, for instance—go to show how
close is (he connection between purely sexual conditions
and such religious phenomena as conversicn. Max
(("Hell's observation that in England he observed that
ladies often gave their hearts to Jesus when no one else
had shown any great anxiety to become their possessor
had a much deeper .significance than lie probably
imagined.  St. Paul’s warning that married people
thought less of the things of God than single ones wove
likely to do was also an unconscious recognition of the

June 26, s
truth that under abnormal sexual conditions relig"*"”
profits most. the suy;

However, | set out to call attention to one A ioll. a
gestive essays that did appear in the early e jater
1) Israeli’s writings, but which does not appe,a ~ or of
cues. Whether its excision is due to the ilU fjts
publisher, | know not; but either way, the fact Y
being dropped out is significant of the fate opt  Otne
take any writing that helps to set religion
people in its true light.

CHAPMAN COB*

WITCHCRAFT AND RELIGION

Al PER reading the attempted rational exth18" n
witchcraft by \V. Seabrook, TVitchcraft ni II .
iii Africa by Frederick Kaigh, may be either an Sil(?gncg
portentous; it has its readers and may even he ..

of Seabrook’s assertion that more E..M. "fi7,C T

white population of the world to-day believe. j thl
tﬁ_c ;ei.for the more simple minded Catholics yii
illustrations are as childishly crude as the contents-~"
introduction by .Montague Summers referring to

persons who believed, prepares the reader. ., ntio”
The book opens quite interestingly with a consa t
of the problem of Africa a very elaborate it

haying economic, political and cultural, as we
religious aspects, so that there is a two-fold arg> ,, of
running through the book, to establish the rea
magic and witchcraft, and an attempted solution dﬁeg's
problem. But the technique is as simple as the....
put forward. It consists of suggestion and repe:"t'OI
persistent assertion. While professing to merely 3??‘71
the facts, actually persistently suggesting the ni@&1 wit'l

Here and there, chapters are inserted, dealing ~c,,
the scenery, the climatic conditions, and so 01 put
sihlv as a kind of comedy relief to offset the tragc'vw ,
really to emphasise the basic suggestion. The “.1,in7-/of
of the scenery, climate, and soon, is a “ fit setting tl!
the “ mysteries ” of the “ dark continent.” | coir
thus impiessed by,the magic even of the natural
dilions, apart from any consideration of the sl”¢i
natural magic of the practices of the natives. Ann vy
the immensity of the geographical area and the
of the numerous peoples and cultures; the rnagnE”
of the problem ; is used to emphasise the same sugg4*

With regard to beliefs, lii,s method is equally sl u@r
He states what he “ saw ” and then defies the
to give any explanation, scientific, philosophical, h'C jpe
metaphysical, or any other; ending by saying that( "
religious explanation is “ as good as any,” it does j
least give a syllogism.” This is repeated agam ”.fg
again until, with his piece dr resistance; at a J
dance he “ saw a man and woman turn into jftCf, jr
with the question “ did this thing really happen,
then refuses to accept any explanation whatever,
the religious one.

But all this is incidental to his main argument.
white man’s governments of, exploitation of, and i*l ,
ference with, tlie native, is disastrous. The f'°'g]iC
incut’s supression of the nganga or medicine man tg
does not call him witch-doctor for a reason that c° |r
later) only serves to drive hull underground, where
incites the natives against the white man. And fi'rt e
tlie sectarian rivalry of the missionaries is even v° §j
Not only does it leave the black man puzzled hut ® f
leads directly to immorality. Giving examples,
author says that the missionaries admit this to he s°?

His solution to the problem is just as simple aS Of
rest. The native medicine man is an integral pat™

J
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hood if) * SOcial organisation, just as are our own priest-
Qdtive  °uis- And in suppressing them it breaks up the

Pdesthn Resides, they are “ members of a
plan W<Gdi ar °~der than our own.” So' he says, a better
OiticorU’ S've them some sort of official status ;

tliern with our own, and to edupate them;
peoplL .y would have a beneficient influence on their
Client. ISt as our own priesthood. It seems an
Pdlitic,, « ~ an> the priesthood, and may be practical

hut 1 ~le 'nchrect rule policy.
«hid ]jjgU, author is caught on the horns of a dilemma,
attempt struggle to establish his case is ludicrous. His
hnnv r t0 whitewash the black medicine man are
descrij), n sorne cases, for instance, the jackal dance, he
has hideous, horrible, beastly immorality; he
wry Inj mit the medicine man is concerned in some
he jg Oy business, even involving poison, murder; that
iy a very astute and tricky customer; that he needs
k JJ.llehil watching ; that lie is not to be trusted; and
'Nitg anjaterate liar. But after all he is not a bad sort,
liilknj' bkeable fellow, and he does work for God. He
g *sa)s so.

dow' IUth°r  threading a very intricate maze and to
1'vitel b Ineans>he asserts that the nganga is not
Oe n' A witch is one who has dealings with the Evil
o jj, hie African black man “has not met the Prince

rpjle savage is like a child, he needs
I#n  e“Ucation. He does not know the difference
his j O, right and wrong. But he can be taught, through
by O ledicine men, if they are educated, just as we are
leack)-°Wh Priesthood. Indeed, these are the ones to
il , Then the black man would learn to respect,
pie— Ave together with, the white man. It is a very
0SIng picture.

"°aM Woriders what the shade of Sir James Frazer
Adp , of it. Considering Frazer’s Folklore in the
e\§ “lament and the research that has established the
@, lcai of religion from primitive beliefs and practices

Christian doctrines, ceremonial and ritual, it is
dta ;me to find our author calmly reversing the process,
jn~'S . parallels and giving biblical quotations in
R ation of the African nganga. Of course, he knows
0%cand wrong. He gets it from his Bible and from his

VgJleugh he does not say, one does not have to be
AAm iliar with missionary tactics, with ideas and
'ttes, to appreciate which priesthood is indicated.

H. H. PREECE.

LET US INVESTIGATE

~ readers of this journal have been good enough to
® to say something about the recent discussion
\ "dualism between our esteemed contributor, Mr.
<i4' Wood, and a few unbelievers in spiritualistic

tﬂj\,/\{i"bly, I should have preferred saying nothing at
Up page, for | am sure the various combatants are all
of looking after themselves. However, as a con-

flae0( disbeliever, 1 should like to say that, in the first
” 1 am entirely with Mr. Wood when he insists
Wy freethinkers should not he afraid of unbiased in-
tit, Ration into any philosophy. 1 am entirely for tho
R. exptession of opinion without, as far as possible, any
If, ""alities being dragged in. 1 have nothing but the
M. 6s” contempt for the Christian belief in Devils and
tijlilA®s, but 1 have found many parsons charming,
Ued, and intelligent men. T should never, in debate

with one of them, call him an idiot because he believes
things against which my reason hotly protests.

But my real difficulty, when I am against Spiritualism,
is to get this unbiased investigation going. How does
one proceed?

For example, in a book in which he explains what
made him a Spiritualist, the late Mr. Will Goldston, a
well known conjuror, claims to have met a medium who
got on top of a very heavy table. A dozen men did' the
same, and they kicked him all over the face and body
(I am quoting from memory) while the table slowly
floated up to the ceiling—and floated back again. The
medium was not, in any way, hurt—and the surprising
thing is that the incident which, if I had seen ilj would
have converted me forthwith, did not convert Mr.,
Goldston; it was something else which placed him on
the side of the spirits.

Now how can | investigate this story? In what way
is it possible for me to show that it is true or untrue?

Then | think it was'Mr. Hannen Swaffer who claimed
that the grand piano in his flat was raised by spirits and
broken to pieces in mid-air. How can one investigate
this ?

For years between the wars, 1 tried well-known
spiritualists without success, to get spirits on the film
in my camera. The spirit photographers all fled with
their spirits directly | asked them to use my camera and
my film. If Mr. Wood knows any spirit photographer
who is ready to be put to the test, I am his man.

Then take the famous haunted Borley Rectory, about
which the late Harry Price and (I think) Dr. Joad took
such an interest. It was burnt to the ground but the
spirits, we are told, still haunt it. Yet I read the other
day, not only that there was not a word of truth in the
story as put forward by these eminent gentlemen, hut
that Mr. Price himself believed in it no more than he
believed in his talking mongoose. In fact, one of his
closest friends claimed that he was an out-and-out un-
believer in Spiritualism, in spite of anything he said to
tho contrary in his published books. But again, how is
one to “ investigate ” the hauntings? 1 simply do not
know.

Then take the “ telepathic ” findings of Dr. Rhine.
Some years ago, some stringent criticisms were made on
Dr. Rhine and his methods, by such a publicist as Mr.
Haldeman Julius in the American Freeman—and, if my
memory serves me, also by a number of eminent pro-
fessors. How telepathy proves spirits survive in
Summerland, | am at a loss to know; but, even if what
is claimed for it is true, why should one be surprised
if the mind of man changes in the course of Evolution?
I do not for a moment believe that Evolution lias
finished, with Man and iiis Mind, and if they advance
towards telepathy, it would not surprise me. But 1
certainly refuse to believe, as Mr. Wood does, in any
“ non-physical entity,” so long as telepathy requires a
living body for this to function. If, as Mr. Wood believes,
we give off “ a mysterious energy ”"—so wimt?. Let Dr.
Rhine and believers in telepathy produce this
“mysterious energy” from dead bodieiS, if they wish to
move that Materialism is false and Spiritualism is true.
And what if “ auras ” can be photographed by infra-red
rays? How does this prove that “ spirits ” of dead
people are alive?

Nothing amuses me more than when | read of ex-
periments or investigations with mediums “ under the
most exacting scientific tests.” Does Mr. Wood claim
that, because an average professor undertakes the test,'
it is most rigorously “ scientific?” Any competent
conjuror would roar with laughter at the idea that our
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professors are the most capable investigators of mediums.
May 1say that, in sober truth, they are quite the most
easily bamboozled people it is possible to conceive—it
would be far more difficult to diddle a schoolboy. Ask
any conjuror.

When we are told that “ those who have seen the
best mediums will dismiss any suggestion of trickery
and fraud,” 1 can only gasp. So far, almost every
rigorously tested medium has been caught in fraud,
though | am quite prepared to assent to the statement
that not all mediums consciously fraud unless we under-
stand what we both mean by fraud in their connection.
I have seen mediums go off in a trance and say things
and | am sure they never knew what they said. They
were not exactly “frauds.” But will Mr. Wood give me
the names of some well-known mediums who have been
“ rigorously tested ” and who were never caught in
fraud? Would he tell us what is the proportion of
genuine mediums to fraudulent ones? And why are any
of them frauds?

I happen to be one of those *“ hard boiled
Materialists so disliked by Spiritualists (and Mr. Wood)
who has read any number of the reports of the Society
for Psychical Research, and dozens of books for and
against Spiritualism, and | certainly “ scoff *’ at 99 per
cent, of the marvels 1 have read about. | don’t believe
them. But | am always ready to “ investigate.” Per-
haps Mr. Wood will therefore help me in the special case
lie himself reports.

He tells us that a few days after the R.101 airship
disaster, Mrs. Estelle Roberts contacted the dead
Commander Irwin, and through him *“ gave a detailed
account of the disaster and its cause, in highly technical
terme.” Will Mir. Wood tell us where we can read an
account of this seance or, if he has a printed account,
lend it to me? | will then be able to compare it with the
official account which was, | understand, published later,
and which Mr. Wood can refer me to, with the date, or
lend me. The details “ given by Mrs. Roberts were
found to be absolutely correct,” and, of course, hero the
word “ absolutely ” means absolutely. Until I get these
two accounts in front of me T cannot investigate Air.
Wood’s claims.

In passing, there is just one thing | wish to say about
Mrs. Estelle Roberts, who is, | believe, having a
triumphant tour through England. 1 do not want to do
her an injustice and perhaps my memory has failed me.
But 1 think it was Airs. Roberts who was the presiding
medium chosen for the Great Demonstration at the
Albert Hall, in memory of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, just
after his death. There was an empty chair on the plat-
form, and Mrs. Roberts pointed this chair out to the
huge audience, for sitting in it, she said, was the spirit
of ¢Sir Arthur complete in evening dress—unseen, of
course, by everybody present, except the medium. She
saw him exactly as in the flesh. Does Air. Wood believe
this—does he claim that it was the “mysterious energy”’
discovered by Dr. Rhine in his telepathy experiments,
still surviving as Sir Arthur’s unseen, ghostly shade or
wraith ?

Will he forgive me if | say that | do not believe it.

IT. CUTNER.
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FROM WHENCE COMETH MY HEU’!

THE parson in Aliisli preached to his flock e\c ~  thl
about God’s wrath, or God’s mercy, and, Poss log;
the earthly life of any of them would be AlPI"" ¢'1
and prosperous, in proportion to his goodness,
chance was about to happen to his peop >
regard to the piety of any. n

About a mile from Aliisli was a mountain upZ %Wjth 1
last buttress was the I’lattenbergkopf, a ~Noa

precipitous side, and a flat, wooded suinn
September 11, 1881, this hill fell. £
The cause of its fall was human interfere"« »

cessions had been granted by the Commune 1" nlaik
bed of slate in the hill, but no stipulations had "L ~"jpe.
as to the method of operation. In the course )0
a hole, 180 metres wide was made in the h» >
pillars were left to support the roof. ,

By August, 1881 everyone was of the opinion N
mountain would some day fall, but there was of
anxiety. The end of August and the begl'l™,
September were very wet. On September 7 nl/|, 9in

rock began to fall from the hill, more fell on the N a
the rock seemed to groan within. On the
commission of incompetents reported that there " jd
immediate danger, but that further quarrying3 s
cease until the spring. «

The 1ltli of September was a wet Sunday, and, "j.
rain, rock kept falling from the Plattenberg. The v' |y
boys, agog with excitement, worried their pare™s |,
venturing near the falls. In the afternoon so €h K
gathered at an inn’ in the upper village to ™" ?’Jnmdd
movements on the hillside. They called to,Al ey
Rhyner to join them, but he refused, not caring,
understood, to jeopardise the cheese he was c£ll?r a
A party had assembled in a relative’s house ~*
christening. At | o’clock, the schoolmaster 'Jj*s
window, timing the falls with his watch. Hunt»l
Elmer was on his doorstep, watching throng"
telescope.

Alost of those in the lower village, called Aliish,
uninterested. They were making coffee, milking
op doing their other small affairs. The parson may
been reading his Bible, dreaming of paradise, or "-If|.Ir
he were younger, and could wed one of the M\
milkmaids.

. fell
Suddenly, at 5.15 p.m., a mass of the mountain
away. The ground bent and broke up, the trees no™
folded together, and the rock engulfed them 11 pn
bosom as it crashed over the quarry, shot across ~
streams, dashing their water in the air, and sl”||t
itself upon the flat. A gloomy cloud hovered over
chaos and slowly vanished. No one was Killed.

The people in the upper village began to be
They started to prepare for moving the aged and the s
and some of their own effects. People from lower 11 »
came to help, or to talk. Some went into the house
shut out the dust. No one was in a hurry.

Less than 17 minutes later the other side of .tl.fﬁ
mountain fell. The rifts of the two falls united
the peak, and left its huge mass without support. * j
schoolmaster ‘then forgdt ‘to ‘time ‘the falls. Mhis SN
fall overwhelmed the inn and four other houses, i1j
killed a score of persons. Everyone now fled,
making for the Duniberg, the opposite hill. Hunts"1
Elmer could sec, through his glass, the people racing ’
this hill “ like a herd of terrified chamois.”

Then came a third fall. It overwhelmed all but si*
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1’IePe’>1R on the Duniberg. These six; etouféed emrﬁ(%*
nckd The others, possibly move » Those who
Uane, were destroyed by the sain beheld now
"ete Watching the mountain at a ns 1n 000,000 cubic
uPl>cr part of the Plattenberg, W. J.Ugide. The

f "*es of rock, suddenly shoot f>° «d The trees
et bent “ like a field of com n* . "Tbe hillside
"mme mingled like a flock of s1-~ together.” ‘the
IO “ and all its parts were p'~11? ~ foot reached
nass sI'nt down with great velocity tv d forward
J®. I™rry.  Then the wupper J™ on to the
%nﬁ%j ally, straight across the ~  gee through
IE%. People in suitable post 1, , d They could

Se ﬂ}gﬁg mmass on to the hillside bdyondy

thesﬁ%gp\llsmliny al eoultJppe
19 l‘E«l|“'l59Ll]naster thought the mass was going tg fill
agreat “hey. A cloud of dust accompanied the fall, and
*e Vail','U<*Was tlung before it. This wind swept across
Seoct&™) °werthrowing the houses in its path, “ like
;hj The roofs were lifted first, and flung afar,
blilv ,,n the wooden parts of the houses were borne
uhiPped mugh Ve air, as, in autumn, first the leaves are
sad tjj lor9 the trees, and then dead branches. Some
lifted n *fees were blown about like matches, houses
hillsidel °i feathers> and thrown like cards against the
“it) u , ay> furniture, and the bodies of men mingled

the house débris in the air.

dd:ne llyalanche, pitching on to the Duniberg, struck it
vallr elpe iind..wdgfletdddc down the level and fertile
‘eiigfli fl°°ri which it covered in a few seconds, to the.
. Nearly a mile, and over its entire width, with
hillgjj °Ver thirty feet thick. Most of the people on the
insc(e. "Vere instantly Kkilled, crushed flat, “ as an
G Is crushed into a red streak under u man’s foot.”

ad|,VvV the avalanche had struck the Duniberg,
S,(...to turn aside from it, which was the work of a

pijf< °2two, (lid the people in Msli, far down the level
Tv have any suspicion that they were in danger.
wbLnty seconds later gl was over. Most were Killed
viuj they stoo<l. The avalanche swept way half the
Ibg'j0* Its sharply defined edge cut one house in two.
just Tmts,nan and the schoolmaster, whose houses were

Mii fcyood ~u' areft °I ruin, beheld the dust cloud
along, “ like smoke from a cannon’s mouth, hut

nd “on the

la> Parson thought at first it was only the dust that
i, fddUo so far as Miisli. His horror when the cloud
bire A”sipated and he beheld the solid grey carpet,
h)!]Sl 1 which 150 of his flock were buried, with'their
V .%s Lll(i fields, may be imagined. He had more than
L quoted from the Psalm, I will turn my eyes unto

MUs, from whence cometli my help.” Lo, the
&)Jce(ﬁr mountain had vanished, and a hole was in its

who had beheld the catastroplie from a distance

Rl lefl down to look for their friends. Burkhard

<I(T/r>whose house was untouched at the edge of the

D*18) ran to it and found, “ the doors open, a fire

tif;ling in the kitchen, the table laid, and coffee hot in

c°ffee-pot, but no living person left.” All had run

QN i Aulp> or to see, and been overwhelmed—wife,

ho said, “ the only survivor of my family.”

le merciful earth had covered most of the dead, but
l<ung with fragmentary arms the body of a child.

J. G. LUPTON.

?j'tert son, son’s wife, and two grquchildren I
ol
°Ue spot were the crushed remains of a youth, still
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LISTEN TO THE PREACHERS

ACCORDING to an old allegation there’s no sentiment
in business. Either your customer or your competitor,
or both, may become unscrupulous. Why not, there-
fore, cast out sentiment, or even become unscrupulous
yourself? A preacher cited as an example of such a
method may appear rather strange unless we realise
how difficult it is to ehango certain of our habits of
thought. For instance, the Churches are not regarded
as business premises nor the parsons as businessmen.

Many a business firm would delight in the protection
afforded by the following laws: —

(1) That when their premises were open for busi-
ness, no counter-attraction would be permitted
except under legal penalties.

(2) That in all State Schools the excellence of
the firm’s chief commodities be instilled into the
children’s minds daily from the earliest age with
no mention of rival firms.

(3) That prosecution and imprisonment may he
inflicted upon anyone whose criticisms of the firm’s
commodities were unbearable to the Directors.

But similar laws have assisted in the establishing of
the Christian Church and they are still in operation.

About Easter time, the weekly 'Radio Times was more
than usually devoted to supporting the Christian life
and theory; a splendid advertising opportunity duly
appropriated by the Churches and no space left for their
critic.  Some of the Sunday broadcasting preachers
are getting quite desperate in their striving to impress
the listener, as though legal protection and numerous
facilities had failed to bring them the desired results.
I cite the Rev. Douglas Griffiths of the Methodist
Association of Youth Clubs, who, some weeks ago,
reached the following climax: —

“ You must have a God of some sort. If you
haven't a God, well, in a fortnight’s time you won’t
be trusted round the corner with sixpence.”

The preacher, of course, should speak only of his own
preferences and weaknesses, and the following theologi-
cal compliment in return seems to be indicated:—e

“ Oil God, if there is a God of some sort, wo ask
Thee fo occupy at all times the mind of Thy servant
the Rev. Douglas Griffiths. Let him never stand
alone, for without Thy support he could not be
trusted with sixpence. Thy creatures, Thou knowest,
have many weaknesses. Keep Thou, therefore, a
hold on the coat-lapel of Thy servant Griffiths more
especially when lie is about and no visible policeman
is near. We ask this for the sake of a long-suffering
community, and for the sake of the pockets of even
the Youth of the Methodist Clubs. Amen.”

The real problem is a far greater one. Honesty is
certainly involved and the pockets and incomes of all
the theologians on this planet are affected.

This is it. Is the future of mankind in the hands of
man or in the hands of God? If it is discovered that
man’s future is in his own hands, then for all practical
purposes, the parsons are useless. If the future is in
God’s hands the theologians’ incomes are safe and they
will continue to appropriate the Radio as they have
appropriated the great achievements of civilisation
without doing anything towards their achievement,
except what can be done by talking about nothing.

Listen in to the preachers for yourself. But don’t
expect to hear their real critics; there’s no sentiment
in business.

J. G. BURDON.
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ACID DROPS

Now he has become a pious Christian, Hr. Joad was
asked in the Sunday Dispatch the other week whether he
believed in the efficacy of prayer, and whether, if one
prayed for rain after a long drought, the prayer would be
granted,” Dr. Joad—in spite of the assurance of the
Christian Churches that God always answers prayer—
gloomily admitted that it was a “ difficult question.” He
also admitted that unless one believed in the existence
of the Christian God, the question “ becomes meaning-
less.” And he thought it ” obvious nonsense ” to sug-
gest that God will give everything asked for. Alas, after
his notable conversion, Dr. Joad should show so little
Faith, smaller than even the proverbial mustard seed.

However, suddenly bethinking himself, and anxioiis
not to run counter to “ plain statements ” by Christ and
the ” teaching ” of the Christian Church, he was obliged
to admit that God does answer prayer, and you do get
what you ask for “ provided that what you pray for is
good for you.” What a hopeless muddle of bad thinking
and superstitious credulity Faith in Christianity reduces
even people of the intellectual calibre of Dr. Joad.

The expedition to bring to light the veritable Noah’s
Ark on Alt. Ararat has been banned by Turkey—Russia
also objecting as it meant “ spying on our borders "—a
warlike move too awful to contemplate. It must be a
sad blow to Air. Egerton Sykes for, of course, Noah’s
Ark would have been a veritable Godsend in these days
of blatant infidelity. The Sunday Dispatch, which reports
all this, adds a few details of its own for which it gives
no evidence whatever, it appears that Czarist Russia,
as far back as 182!), organised the first expedition and it
made an “ unsuccessful search,” Then it was a
“ Russian pilot ” who saw the Ark from the air when
flying over Ararat in 1910 but his evidence was suppressed
by the newly founded Soviet. There is no evidence that
any Russian officer saw the Ark, or that his discovery
was suppressed by the Soviet. And, of course, there
is no Ark.

Leading his own pilgrims at Lourdes, Bishop Poskitt
of Leeds collapsed and had to be taken in an invalid chair
to an hotel where he is now confined.to bed. This is a
particularly sad piece of news not so much for the Bishop,
who has our sympathy, but for Lourdes and his own
pilgrims. Why was he not taken at once to the Holy
Grotto, dipped, and prayed over? An instantaneous cure
of the Bishop would have been broadcast the world over,
and Lourdes would thus have received a fillip not even
Fatima could overcome.

It is astonishing how the Virgin at LourdeS resolutely
refuses to cure Bishops—or even Cardinals. For example,
Cardinal Griffin has been very ill for months, and is only
now convalescing. How is it he was not whisked over to
Lourdes and cured in u jiffy? In fact, he just went into
hospital like any ordinary unbeliever, and had to hide his
time to be cured. This is one of those impenetrable
divine mysteries to which we are always calling attention
and to which the Roman Catholic Church stubbornly
refuses an answer.

A 15-year-old boy cycled 200 miles to fetch Holy
Water from Walshingham (the E.iglish ” Lourdes ) for
his sick grandfather; hut the boy’s terrific effort was in
vain, for his grandfather-died. The boy obviously was
soaked in the Catholic superstition about the efficacy of
Holy Water.

A pamphlet sent out by the hierarchy is entit Ied A?H’?
Voice of the Catholic Church—The Harmony / will
and Reason.” The subtle humour here mv alli
strike even the most solemn.  The idea thn
harmonise reason with talking serpents, naugb 4, appeid
Virgin Births, and even modest miracles, can °fO ~/in-
to the myth-sodden Catholics whose reason has *
pletely sapped by the Vatican.*

rvgstortpn'
We are also gravely asked whether G. R- m.” . (iti
Ronald Knox, Douglas Hyde, Arnold Lunn, * Over
Booth Luce, and others “ were foolish ” in fj° T"ger
to Roman Catholicism? We would use a much o grcD
word than foolish and say ” yes. When | Vebre"
was once asked ahout the Serpent talking 8"yn<ij t®
t@ Eve, he said he believed it because the C 1/jjt,
him to. Stupidity could hardly go further than

A poor 1l-year-old boy was tappgg beneath
falling wreckage of a disused building. He was “"gess

last wites ” aijd ther died. We ask in all edffl -
—how can such mummery be tolerated ? Would * {®
have gone straight to a lake of eternal fire witlQOl
drivel of “ last rites? ”

, look
The Passionists of Middleton Lodge Monasto }, jIy
like having to build another monastery because o , g
rot ”—not the dry rot of their faith and prayers, nl pp
little insect which undermines wood. Cotmn® ' g*
would have suggested to them a miracle from t0< » to
cure, but while priests are always pressing lay Pi:°l
pray when they want God to give them something’
rarely pray themselves in such cases as ” dry rot. . j (of
know there would be no answer whatever to that t>
any other kind) of prayer.

Rebel Earl Joins the Exclusive 24 (o/dft/o
Merit) runs a headline in the Daily Express, and 1lJawv
columns it gives extracts from Bertrand Russell $(*Vjy
books. We looked in vain for extracts from hisi_ ~ ji
1 am not a Christian,”” a report of a<lecture
South London many years ago. Freethinkers , ~ 11
be particularly proud of this once forthright * Xe
who does not seem to be able to make) up his ng
whether to consider himself an Atheist, Agns
Rationalist, Pacifist or Socialist. Where does he 6t° J
It might be worth while to have his final consill
opinions.

Logic has never been a Christians strong pOfr'r{rglf
were, God’s houses, and His representatives on
would be perfectly safe from His wrath : lightning 'L
only strike well-known atheist’s dwellings, and N
thought speakers would he struck dumb and met-
would he flooded out, which makes the case of the j.I
Christian Alpine climbers, *‘ curiouser and curiou”™”
John Smiley, theological student, and Father Hal
on their descent from Vanil Noir Mountain, found * .
selves in difficulty, Father Hartley said, “ Let us s‘j'l'
prayer so that our steps shall be guided.” As *
finished the pragfer the priest, representative of God, pi
a step forward, slipped and hurtled to hi« death- |
repeat, if logic were a strong point with Christians, [y
God is to blame for the death of Father Hartley, «W|.;i
ordinary standards, a father who ignores such a in
from Ids children is not fit to live. Verily, He move®
mysterious ways. . . .
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0 os long itotice as possible.

SUGAR PLUMS

W !'lningfam Branch N.S.S. calling. New premises
ft u “een booked at S.ati’s Cafe, 40, Gannon Street, off
lintii “treet> and on the last Sunday in every month
7 ax including November a lecture will be held at
jHiIl"  2o-day (June 20) is the opening date, and a
Jjir '. Meeting between the local N-iSiS. Branch and
Si nnngham Committee of the Marriage Law Reform
& Vement has been arranged, with Mr. Pollard, J.I".,
e ‘ sPeaker. We understand the new premises are very
f* stable, and the branch will look to local saints
uh support.

irfPiliefe open air work is carried on, N.S.S. branches

fill, sPe°hers are taking full advantage of the spell of

(- leather and encouraging reports come from various

A Jters.  There is plenty of room on the N.S.S.

H('<rn for more speakers and the open air platform

¥ a good opportunity for taking the first step of
Ting the chair.”

nfT'dging by Herbert Morrison’s and Aneurin Bevank
\VILB?ns at the Labour Party Congress, some of Dr.
missioners have been getting at them. As a
toheian and administrator, Morrison may te> in the
L~ class, but when he descends, to such religious drivel
fof example: “ If we (the Labour Party) had the
reliyious spirit, we shall beat the Tory millions.
o' ,I°t only your money but your soul into the fight.”
(0 Consider Air. Bevan’s bunk, “ Never in the history
{ Mankind have the best religious ideals found more
gr'cr®e expression than in our (Labour Party) pro-i
t0'~ me.” The Labour Party must be getting anxious
'lescend to such puerilities'.

fit. TAintian ““ evidence ” has always been noted for the

that it is not “ evidence ” and the lack of evidence
tii M]? to make Christians more certain. Sir E. Kenyon,
D@ “ Bible Champion,” really surpasses himself in his

The Bible and Modern Scholarship. On page 22,
fi, 'bug  certain papyri recently dug up lie says: “ The
llj knients include records of four incidents in our Lord’s
n :one of these is otherwise unknown: it is apparently
fAirade wrought.on the banks of the Jordan, but un-
(™ 'mnately the papyrus is so much mutilated that its
t, ‘let character is uncertain.” Faith will move mountains
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TRIBUTES

(The following is a selection of some of the personal
"tributes paid to Mr. Chapman Cohen on his resigna-
tion from the Presidency of the National Secular
Society. A further selection will he given in due
course.)

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OF THE N.S.S.

THE following statement from members of the National
Secular Society Executive was attached to the Annual
Report for 1949 and read at the Conference in Notting-
ham last Whit week-end: —

“ From the Conference Agenda it will be seen that
Mr. Chapman Cohen is not standing for re-election as
President of the N.S.S. That ushers in the twilight of a
long, unbroken and brilliant record of service to this
Society in particular, and to the Freethought Movement
in general.

Itl is a record which began in 1889 and has lasted) for
@ years, following Charles Bradlaugh and G. W. Foote,
two giants on the platform and with the pen. In 1915,
the death of G. W. Foote opened the way for Chapman
Cohen, and only a lion-hearted man would have under-
taken to fill the vacant chair after two such outstanding
warriors.

Chapman Cohen did more than follow on. He proved
himself a brilliant leader, writer, speaker, possessing a
superb judgment, and a shrewd business capacity.

Under his able guidance, Freethought propaganda
began to take on a more scientific and philosophic turn
from which it has never turned hack. His ability and
the confidence he inspired, soon began to bear fruit in
another direction. Sympathisers in the Movement felt safe
in leaving money to the Society, and to-day, the National
Secular Society can spend on its propaganda more than
ever before in its history.

The name of Chapman Cohen is known, and honoured
by Freethinkers all over the world. He has won the
loyalty of the overwhelming majority of pur members;
and if it be true that close association with a person is
necessary to judge character, then the best testimony
to him is the proved loyalty of every member of the
Executive who has worked with him, and trusted him
over many years as colleagues.

Chapman Cohen ha« given his very best to our Society
and to the movement. We express our affectionate
gratitude for all he has done, and wish him as long a
life in his well-earned rest as lie will find enjoyment and
health in living.

Those of us who live the longest will never forget
his name, and in the years to come, when those of us
living to-day have crossed the border in the undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveller returns, the name
of Chapman Cohen will retain its place among the
greatest warriors of the Freethought Movement.”

FROM CHARLES BRADLAUCH BONNER

Dkab Mil. Cohen,

1 see in “ The Freethinker ” that you are laying down
the Hammer of the N.S.S. after sixty years of militant
Freethought. Permit me, as representing Freethinkers
all the world over, to salute you with all the guns at my
command, and to express our admiration for the immense
energy you have given to the task, the outstanding ability
to write and speak, and the power to direct; the sum of
which has been a monumental work of which we are all
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very proud, and which has made you a great successor
to Foote and Jiradlaugh, and makes the election of a
new President a major event in the story of British
Secularism.

I will not speak of our regret at the striking of this
inevitable hour, but rejoice that we shall still read you
in the columns of “ The Freethinker.”

May | add a personal word of appreciation of the privi-
lege of working with you as occasion called during the
past two decades.

Yours in the Fellowship of Freedom of Thought,

Charles Bradlaugii Bonner,

President, Union Mondiale De Fibres Lenseurs (World
Union of Freethinkers).

June 5, 1949.

FROM MR. J. T. BRIGHTON,

THE N.S.S.

May | claim the honour to pay a tribute to Mr. Cohen, an
honour indeed, yet one 1 am sorry to have to give. Wo are
all so sorry the time has come for him to resign the leadership
of our Movement. Wo would gladly give all we coidd il we
could put back the clock for 20 years, and give ourselves
another 20 years of Mr. Cohen’s wonderful work and guidance.
Howevorj time always marches on, and has taken its toll, and
will continue to do so, yet oven time cannot dim the memories
wo all will have of our loader and his work for the best of
all causes.

Wo all respect him, nay, it is more than just a respect wo
have for him and Mrs. Cohen, it is affection! They were
regarded more as father and mother to us all and to the cause.

Many people have contributed to the success of the National
Secular Society and Freethought in the Kears past. AVo aro
not forgetful of the work put in by the founder, Charles
Bradltiugh, and his wonderful power of voice and pen and
legal outlook; nor do wo forget 0. W. Foote with his masterly
writing and speeches. Yet | say that Mr. Cohen has done even
more in his long term of office. He has been writer, speaker,
lawyer, and fighter, and the remarkable success which has
followed him was itself a tributo to his devotion, ability, and
sincei'ity. Not only nationally, but internationally his work
has had effect, especially his scientific and philosophic approach
to Freethought. We all owe a debt to him for what ho has
done in that direction; it has cleared our minds to such an
extent that we can help to clear the minds of others.
Personally, | say that but for my association with Air. Cohen,
I might well havo been content with a racing dog, or a loft
of homing pigeons, instead of a library of good books, and an
interest Iin life and Freothought, born of a desire to help to
liberate mankind from the follies and superstitions of the past.
His concern for those of us who had the desire to help was
remarkable and extensive. One cannot forget that with him
in all this great work was Airs. Cohen. She, too, then has our
appreciation and thanks.

AVo all hope their retirement may be long and happy. Their
interest in us will go on, and our successes will gladden them
as much as they please us. I conclude then, although Thavo not
said all that could, or should be said, in praise and thanks
for the work they have done, by again wishing them health
and happiness in their well earned retirement.

John T. lluioiiton.

VICE-PRESIDENT OF

FROM PETER COTES

As a reader of “ The Freethinker ” for the last sixteen
years, | should like to place on record my appreciation and
esteem for Air. Chapman Cohen, and regret only that be is
no longer able to fulfil the Presidency which he has held so
magnificently since 1915. Few men have done more for the
entire progressive movement in recent years than he, and
his life-time of service to Freethought, his selflessness so far
ns worldly gain is concerned, bis manifold talents, his
devotion to dUtY and generosity of spirit at all times should
ensure him a place along with Shaw, Wells, the Hammonds,
and the Webbs, in the gallery of those champions of liberty
who by their service to progressive movements' have painted
their names in indelible colours on the memory of mankind.
It should also inspire those who follow in the steps of a
great President that they may, whilst remembering his
magnificent life’s work, attempt to emulate, his spirit for the
future on behalf of a movement which needs renewed
inspiration.

June 26,

JHE INGERSOLLS’ beliefs

ne of ReliafOrtlS ~ade by the Believers of All Kinds
WHJ , t on to Cor>vert the Colonel’s Family

Persons throughl,J0pfrfc (" higersoll died, hundreds ~
dearly sf t ''£,1,t 13 c°ontry asked a question
state of affair« le' lad no conception of the m
Mrs. IngersolUrlalill6 In?ersoll household. .It was:
andfam iM iS* an ™ stic also?” or” Do his
Ever since. they not change
m from all Paif.,/ (geiSO s death letters have P°ulL

inquire concerning 11 U I—*1irom M who write
to urge upon them 6 rdiglOUS *«tfa of the family, “'J
Christian vvorlfe® e co monley-accePted Deliefs °f  _f
Colonel 'Inger.sol) > lefs 1°ng rejected by every onehis
daughters, \j,N ». ainily. including his widow, 1
brother-i,ja vV T '1.2nd Mis* M»>d Ingersoll, "’
V' Mrj Farreli, and his son-in-law,

Brown. How many thousands of these letters- re
afifl relics have-arrived it is tmpossible to estimate: 11
are some extract« from the letters:—-

“ Are you converted now?” , s
Do you now see the folly of your late bus
Agnosticism?” .e0is

Although your bus,band is now in hell, t Rollie,
yet time for you to escape from the wrath to ¢ *
Renounce his pernicious doctrine before it 15
ever too late.” jan

You are now punished for being the wife jor
unbeliever. He must suffer eternal dammitm’ ~
tlte doctrine he preaches, and you will endum ~
same fate unless you accept the Bible, am ,
away from the damnable theory of Ingei’soll'8lll,

Thousands upon thousands, of tracts have come j1'j i0
few copies taken at random are entitled: God’s
the Bereavpd Unbeliever; The Fate of the
Thousand Years in Hell; Where will you Spend
Finger-Posts to Heaven; .The . Unbeliever’s Deaih%
Ingersollism a Fraud; What is the Soul? What Safi
Scriptures about licit? To-morrow in Hell; Hope f0>
Infidel; Come to Jesus; Why Ingersoll was Wrong!
Plan of the Ages; Why Immortality is True;
Fallacies of the Sceptic. 1 >0r

Catholics-have sent bits of relics, .scapulars, and ) w
articles,.  Spiritualists send assurances that they a
received messages sent by Colonel lugersoll from
spirit world. They ask for a sitting. Few of these let L
are answered at all. '

A comparatively small proportion of the letters c°
from people who, in their own way attempt to col®
the family. One was written by a woman of,Atlanta,
and part of it is, as follows:— ,

My Dear Mrs, Ingersoll,—The cry of your grit\,
stricken heart lias come to me, and 1 desire, nib
much, to contribute my grain of comfort, pearjli
can you nob believe that your beloved is still ™
you, at your side, a constant though silent
panion? Do take this comfort to your heart.
who knew the breadth of soul, the largeness of I>cal ,
the noble nature of your husband so much 11
intimately than anyone else could, can you not
lieve that those graces of heart and life werey o
the manifestation of the loving Father within h" ,
Can you not believe, with me, that this same kALlj.
Father welcomed his son, running to ineel him, E .
ing upon his neck, kissing him, and crying: TV,
is my son, Robert, who has not recognised me thm
many years, hut whom | have been loving all 1
time. This my son, who was dead but is alive agl
has come back to his Father’s Imuse.  And
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mes i°y in heaven! Take heart, dear bereaved one.
fayei° yourself this assurance, this hope, this eom-
n offered you from the fullness of a loving,
APathetic heart He may not return to you, but
ion shall go to him.

Qe read°Unft oi illiteracy in the letters is astonishinS-

JRs Maud Ingeusoll,—Dear Mad: i inclose you
tract, what is the Soal, and hope reading same
Idy Convert you from the evil of your Ways, hope
°u wiU write me your Opinion of it.
las @ a/alanche which has poured.in upon the family
"heaMi tlreir utmost resources to sort out what little
Who | lere Was from the chaff, and to send replies to all
seat*ySene<i it- So far as has been possible, they have
N, furteons replies, to all really sympathetic and
aipp  Otters. Three large drawers have now been set
Qr ~le reception of future correspondence, and they
respootively labelled, “ Well-meaning,"”
N ‘tuaUstic/and “ Idiotic.”
%,j 7. pof the writers seem to doubt Mrs. Ingersoll’s
Ihi(].S IUSk»- She could scarcely hold other beliefs. Sarah
“alt'Uan ?ar*er» her grandmother, was the wife of a
"id shipowner of Bogton, and after his death she
coltW sons, George ~and Benjamin, crossel Xhe
hb.| y> und in 1886 settled in Central Illinois. Here
nt was situated in the centre of a triangle, having
the f. an.»ies Springfield, Bloomington, and Peoria. Here
o, dmily flourished, and exercised a decided influence
con, educational, political, and business interests of the
P olity . This influence was exerted chiefly by Mrs.
IUiii'r w”a was a woman of unusual intellectual
bL ,0S and fond of study. In her library were more
o 's. “lan usually fell to the lot of any save a minister
the"Wye!- in those days. Her taste ran to a study of
fa; .gions and creeds of the world, and amongst her
A books werj the Bible, the Koran, the Vedas,
Von.110 Works of Swedenborg, Hume, Humboldt, Yolney,
*C "re>Qibbon, Kant, and Paine. She arrived at that
$g Where she believed only in the revelations of
fo| I'(- To her sons, she taught her beliefs, and they
&€, 'n Acr footsteps, for to them she was ever an
fi whilst the bond of affection between them was of
se and deep-seated nature which is characteristic
e Ingersoll 'and Parker families on both sides for
generations back.
"Kat' “sar“er home naturally became a central point of
ljaq IS for well-known men of the time. Three of the
iV- in°wn and roost welcome were Abraham Lincoln, of
i~”""field; David Davis, afterwards Senator, of Bloom-
'V’ aK Leonard Swett, of Chicago. The three men
l,,/,“U intimate friends, and very fond of one another;
v/ 't II'“t they lived at widely-different places, and
#Q ravel was not then so easy as now, led them
‘W&n% to agree on some place of common advantage,
f, l-Hmeet at Mrs. Parker’s,” was always satisfactory
ttyl - and so they did, and more than one Western
ip.., er had the fortune to do his best measuring argu-
i) Hwith the four; for Mrs. Parker’s roof sheltered
fipy a one, to whom she extended every courtesy that
tvJ&ost orthodox could have done ; nor was any minister
| “Dated at her table without being asked to say grace,
d,,1° this brilliant circle Robert G. Ingersoll entered
1858, and met Eva P;irker, daughter of Benjamin
ligffw~. with whom h mat once fell in love, and from the
Ng, Hiey met until the day of his death the harmony
", ery respect between them was perfect. Miss Parker
S -
JhI'rg?ggbagoﬁt%]ggﬂcunbroken up to the time of Mrs.
$pwr’s death. She departed this life at an advanced
"i|Pc with the honours of a well-spent existence and
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undisturbed in her Atheistic belief. From her had
radiated an influence which may be clearly traced at the
present day. There are now living of her direct
descendants, who have reached mature age, 14, all of
whom are Atheists or Agnostics. There is. not one be-
liever in the Christian religion amongst them

George Reno, great-grandson of Mrs. Parker, who tells
this story of his ancestor, says: “ One thing is certain;
and that is, the death-beds of Agnostics, so far as my
family is concerned, are far from being the fearful things
usually pictured. Both my grandfather and his brother,
Mrs. Ingersoll’s father, lived to be old men, full of vigour,
and possessing all their faculties in a remarkable degree
to an advanced age. They died the most peaceful and
happy deaths, so easily, that no one knew the exact
moment when they passed away, and both of them re-
mained firm in their Agnosticism to the last moment.
They were fairly adored by the people of Illinois in the
neighbourhood where they had lived and where they did
so much to benefit the country, and they were mourned
as but few men are in a community.”

RELIGIOUS TEACHING IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS

IT is common knowledge that the religious provisions
of the 1944 Education Act were based upon a compromise
reached by Mr. R. A. Butler after full consultation with
both the Anglican and Free Churches and accepted by
them. Part of the plan was that religious education in
County Schools should lie based on Agreed Syllabuses.
Such provisions as bad been given under previous Acts
for denominational teaching were retained. In the case
of secondary schools a new provision was made under
Section 26, which stated that where a school was so
situated that arrangements could not be conveniently
made for withdrawing pupils for denominational teaching,
provision should be made, upon certain conditions, for
such teaching to be given in the schools.

The report of the Parliamentary Debates (Hansard)
for Friday, March 10, 1944, shows that this proposed
provision was given particular mention. The Anglican
spokesman tried to get the provision applied to all schools
by an amendment (which was rejected) to leave out the
word “ Secondary.” He said: —

“ We were building these new senior schools—or
secondary schools as we are to call them in future—
in which senior children from a number of what used
to be called elementary schools were drawn. Some
of these elementary schools were Church schools, and
the difficulty was clearly going to nrise if these
children were removed from a village Church school
to a splendid new County senior school, which stood
by itself in the fields, so that there was no place to
which the parents could exercise the right of with-
drawal. Therefore it is provided in the clause that
where a school is so situated that the arrange-
ments . .. (i.e. for withdrawal) ... would be
nullified through there being no other convenient
premises to which the children can be withdrawn,
that in that limited class of case denominational
instruction may given on the. School premises.”

In his reply Mr. R. A. Butler said: —

“ My hon. friend is concerned lest in building a
new kind of school, . . . the school may he placed in
a locality so remote from buildings that when the
children withdraw under wimt used to be known as
the section 13 procedure, there is nowhere for them
to go to receive religious instruction. Tf the issue is
confined to that, the Committee will see there is no
need for us to get unduly worried about the scope of
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my hon. friend’s intentions—and | trust his inten-
tions will be regarded as strictly honourable. The
position is not that which involves the abrogation of
the Covvper-Temple principle.”

Clearly thejj, the provision to give denominational
instruction in the new County Secondary Schools was
intended to apply to those secondary schools which were
so geographically situated that withdrawal could not be
effected.

It is quite clear that in recent months a deliberate
attempt has been and is being made by the Anglicans to
go beyond this provision and to try to get an entry into
county secondary schools for denominational instruction
irrespective of the situation of the school. The policy
seems to be “ inspired.” A recent report of an Anglican
Commission on flic Church’s work among children under
the title of “ Children Adrift ” suggests, in connection
with “ Withdrawal Classes,” that a new line of attack
might be made to get entry into the schools. At Reading
efforts have been made to secure entry into the schools
for priests to give denominational teaching in five
instances. Permission was refused in four out of the fixe,
presumably because there Were premises to which the
children could be withdrawn. In the fifth case permission
was granted because the nearest building to which the
children would be withdrawn was more than a mile away.

In Oxford, however, an application for entry to the
City of OxfordHigh School for Boys was granted, despite
Free Church protests, and despite the fact that the
school stands in the centre of the city surrounded by
churches, colleges, college chapels, rectory rooms and
other buildings to which it would seem the children could
be withdrawn. The request came from the Deanery
Committee for Education, which had sent out a question-
naire io parents asking them to return it signed if they
wished their boys to receive Prayer Book and Catechism
teaching. The whole thing was organised by the Deanery
Committee.

Curious interpretation was put on the word
“ conveniently ” in section 2b. This was interpreted
as meaning conveniently to the school time-table or tbe
headmaster’s planning of classes! It was denied that
V conveniently ” referred to the remote locality of tbe
school. In spite of opposition the matter was passed
through the Governors’ meeting (where it did not even
appear on the agenda!), the Secondary Sub-Committee
and full Education Committee, in each case tbe members
being informed that everything was in order, and that
there was nothing to be done except agree under
Section 26. At no stage was any evidence given to show
that all tbe possibilities for withdrawing tbe pupils had
been exhausted. Indeed it was a plain, outright demand
for entry without attempt to arrange for withdrawal.

Fortunately the matter has been taken up vigorously
by Mr. Wilfred Rowland, Secretary of tbe National
Education Association, and by tbe Free Church Federal
Council. The Minister of Education has been approached
and protests have been sent to him. On Friday, March 11,
Professor Gruffyd asked a question on the subject in the
House of Commons to which the Minister replied that he
was investigating the Oxford case.

Reports from other parts of the country suggest that
the Oxford case is not the only one. Correspondence in
the “ Baptist Times ” shows that forms inviting parents
to sign asking for Anglican teaching for their children
have been handed out indiscriminately to Anglican and
Free Church children 1 In, other places the forms do not
make it clear that what is being asked for is permission
to have denominational teaching nis distinct from religious
teaching under the agreed syllabus. Parents are thereby
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their ehlidSnfoXtp“! ybey are siS»i«S » «quest ¥

W hat action tu It el,g,ous wstruction « £enera’
the Oxfordl1 Edue?f ree <"“urehes will decide to take 1
decision is too* w’? (‘omm'ttee does not reverse ‘S

")~ # eai> tosaY- It is to he hoped t@tsuth
av ion will not be necessary. It TIs clear ir

n™ leans, whatever the honourable intentions ot
spokesman in the House of Commons in 1/~ 6~
attempted to overthrow the balanced comp«>in,@ j.
which the religious sections of the 1914 Act were 'I'jn
. lIs kind of thing makes it difficult for us to belie« .

'e sincerity of certain sections of tbe Anglican C“1 ((
H brings discredit on religion and fosters the spin*
set auanism, with which, ironically enough, theAngl ,
sometimes charge us. As Free Churchmenwe doa | ,
know now that we shall have to watch carefully and v»
to our own rights in the fields of religious education.

WALTER W. BOTTOM?

(Witd Adinowledgments to Liberation Society --mm  Of
Notes. A letter from Mr. W. Rewland, Secretgriat
Natfonal Education Association appeared nl
number of The Christian World in which he * ijon
apropos of this article, that the Minister of Edu jj
has promised that the present arrangements " j
brought to an end and other arrangements "
made.—E ditoii.)

THE YARN OF THE CROSS

ALL through the Christian ages the Cross, or the
and symbol that goes under that name, has been n nt*
instrument or sign, and the most astounding miracle™ ~
been ascribed to it. For a tleast a thousand years "€
looked upon in the most materialistic light, and fl( ( O{
with power enough to change and reverse the cours®
nature in every respect, and to the fullest extent Vo
the older anjd{l'éter agans have ascribed o their AR
tions and charms that the Christians have ascribell ®
their Cross. True, in modern times the Protestant* 2N
somewhat idealised it, and stripped off some of its 1" ij.
physical elements ; but they have not diminished d* g
mightiness. Tf ever the Christians, Papal or Protes™A
really had an Almighty God, it is the Gross. This qxﬁﬁgr‘
can conquer nature, or reverse its courses; can pO , vli
even men and even wild animals; can conquer devils C
and low; and it is, not less true that it can, and d°?j
conquer God Almighty—that is, it is God Almighty, 1
the other Almighty has to yield to it.

The real history of the Cross | have given in.my
Win-ship pamphlet; but the Legend or Yam of the
invented and circulated by the Christians, is very diue*”.
from that, and is a sheer romance from end toend. 11 5
also mention that the Christ and his Cross “'are by no llie* |
historical; they, too, are pious yarns told by priests n jj
monks to stir tbe devotion and confuse the brains of 7 ~
dupes. The priestly fables called Gospels have hx ,
long run and a widely-extended influence for evil;
their nature is now understood by intelligent people,
Clin'ist and Cross must go the way of all gods anti sup j
stitions. There is no future for them, for the Age ~
Man has commenced ; and Man and God can never
the same planet—the supernatural must all disappe*l
the Day of Science. -

There can be no doubt that the Yarn of the Cross
as devoutly and universally believed in the Dark -
as any item of the Christian faﬁ[i. 1t was immeusr:
popular; it was painted up in the churches, and shone n
stained windows. ’I'here seems to bo no room for dol

neid

IS4

cA>=83=2=8=sgrQ



26, 1049

{El%t?ﬂeévoes \'arn 's the Christian form of similar stories
times  °'Uoction with Tree-worship, which in ancient
"here rHuuiversal. The Spirit of Vegetation was every-
Jhe all-h8 e w'th religions awe, and worshipped as
's but, ,0Ullth'nl giver of good. And tiie Cross-worship
harleV(One branch of Tree-worship—Christ, like John
Miich i°rn’ boing the spirit or soul or life of vegetation,
"W einaf ,!1°'IStantly sacrificed for human life.  The
food, (f products of the vegetable kingdom are man’s
stapjg | " nch bread and wine were, and still are, the
"tiler 10)Vever Much they may have been superseded by
NitltKlUcts ° P the animal and vegetable world,

of "'le hint given that the Cross Yarn is a survival
nay 1,,.,""*hip (mixed, of course, with Sun-worship), we
the''det°"'feC

leh'te the stor¥ in its substance, though
‘us are too numerous for repetition here.
Sics(,zrc'lng to various monkish writers, the Cross of
I%/ as Made of four kinds of wood; of three kinds
box tj°| auly one kind. Bede says the inscription was
IoNgr © "Plight beam cypress, the transverse cedar, the
t'ns\1"t P’l'e-  Another says the upright was cedar, the
gK™ *i'Se Pne. the head cypress. A third party con-
the j ,lat the upright was cypress, the transverse’ palm,
~«de f °live. One legend says the whole Cross was
rt ., iihe aspen tree, whose leaves have never ceased
tie 1'e at the use its wood was put to. Lipsius said
A ai)lx was oak, and a later writer says it was pine,
“ervgj rate, the microscope shows that the wood pre-
v ab Rome, Pisa, Florence, and Paris, nil vouched
is ﬂ]lg& who could not krtow to be parts of the Cross,

per(t)f ceurse, the old Tree-worship was hardly likely to

gn f'1 °'ie tree alone- to have all the credit, and so the

vail ? who took over the old Pagan superstition, and

\Hj ‘'t Christian, manufactured their imaginary Cross of

-l n,s woods, ns if they had been making some choice
~showy piece of furniture.

Mt'Je,J"°ne knows the Bible yarn of Adam and Eve, their
the 10n and fall, their expulsion from the Garden, and
uh *e"R> of Adam (Eve does not seem to have died at
hvo ™ ~'e early age of nine hundred and thirty years. The
i! t lees, be it observed, of knowledge and of life grew
\V@.le bR'irden, and from these Adam, and all his posterity,
excluded, until the Christ should come to restore
things, J. SYMES.
(To be concluded)

CHOSTS AND SPIRITS WEEP

\'"Idi * Country Upbringing ” which deals _with
VNl flishire, D. Parry-Jones treats most sympathetically
vrjt * - and character. Towards the end of the book lie
of one, “ John,” who went “ native ” and left the
vto live on the mountainside. Following his death the
remarlis show how well the author (who was deeply
st) understood the effect of environment.

.Kbosts and spirits weep, many tears of bitter anguish
,.ed round the cairns, cromlechs . . . the night their
PHC"U was taken away from them. That night | should
li "alked out into the gloom and ... on to the moor
line f <o - if any spirits were abroad. First of all 1 should
to divest myself of all that 1 ever learnt, forget my
If ssjon and family, blot out of niy memory all knowledge
Nli*. s’ farms, fields, hedges and gates and think in old
sht,.Nand groves . . . | would recall 'old ghost stories; sink
iSM real primitive fears; peoplo the land with spirits and
ii.| 's; corpse-candles, hell-hounds and phantom funerals
1;£ as Neolithic man believed in . . . obliterate all lore
h; , ""as later than the 1Beaker’ folk and thus, a yhost-
'/, filed, remote- shrunken, child-minded creature conscious
Mnini/ i/ii/ fears and instincts, strength and speed, | would
n,, \ atvay to the old cromlech . . . Before coming away 1
"Q,1% like to hear the last sad notes of some ghostly sentinel
Imig . . . the Last Post.”

j IF

e
Just
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A PROVOCATIVE PLAY

IF one views the Theatre as a form of escapism with
romanticism, colour and happy endings as a raison d ’etre,
then the “ Rising Wind,” produced by Peter Cotesl,
with Joan Miller in the leading part, is not for them.
If, however, one expects the Theatre to be a mirror of
contemporary life, pin-pointing, so to speak, in a few
hours the problems of the day, or even a channel of
propaganda. | can recommend a visit to this brilliant
play. The scene is laid in an American university
with its “ witch-hunt > atmosphere, and the difficult
position of a university professor (Winsley Pithey)
fervently believing in the right of freedom of speech.
His bewilderment at being persecuted as an Atheist and
u Communist because he dared to demand that the free-
dom to criticise is not only & right but a duty, is, excel-
lently portrayed. 1 came away with mixed feelings, and
pondered over the position of the Freethinker—indeed of
all progressives—who, in expressing his opinions, is
immediately saddled with a label, and, in the “ Rising
Wind,” a Communist, | thought how much simpler life
would he if all problems had but two sides. To the Free-
thinker, the old adage “ he who is nof with us is against
us ” is not always a sine qua non and, obviously, an
anti-Fascist does not necessarily mean that one must he
a Communist. This is definitely a play for Freethinker,?,,
and Peter Cotes and his company are to be congratulated
on presenting such a fine thought-provoking play.

J.S.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—Outdoor

North London Branch X.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Mr. L. Knunv. (Highbury
Corner)— 7 p.m.: Mr. L. Ehury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch, TTydo Park).—
Sunday, 6 p.m.: Messrs. E. Bhyant, K. Wood and F. Pack.

LONDON—I ndoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall. Bed Lion Square,
W.C.l).—Sunday, 1 a.in.; *“ The Passing of Empire,”
Air. S” K. Ratci.ifpf.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Loco. Men’s Institute, (j2, Forest
LangJ Stratford, E.15)— Tuesday, June 28, 8 p.m.: A
meeting.

COUNTRY—Outdoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway)—Sunday,
6- 0 i>m.: Mr. H. Day.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. :
Messrs. Wixnfit, Whitakhh and Barker.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields) Sunday, 3 p.m.:
Messrs. Kay, Broady and Bidding.

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Ranelngh Street (bombed site),
Liverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: Mr. . Parry.

Nottingham  Branch N.S.S. Square).—Sunday,
7-30 p.m.; Mr. T. M. Mobley.

Sheffield Branch .N.S.S. (Barkers Pool).—Sunday, 7p.m.:
51r. A. Samms.

(Market

KITINTR.Y—I ndoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Sati’s Cafe, 40. Cannon Street,
off ew Street).—Sunday, 7p.m.: “ Marriage Law
Reform,” Mr. R. S. IV. Poddarda, .T.P. (London?. Joint
meeting—N.S.S. and M.L.R.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. Wants List Welcomed. Michael

Boyle, 30, Parliament Hill, X.W.3.
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HISTORICAL AND INFORMATIVE

THE EVOLUTION

OF THE

PAPACY

F. A.Ridley

Author of
“Julian, the Apostate,” ““ The Jesuits,” etc.

A clear exposition of the origins of Roman Catholicism
as a world power and the part it has played in history

In stiff cover, 80 pages With an appendix offull list of Popes
Price 1/- Postage lid
Specially Selected Essays by LIFT UP YOUR HEADS
Chapman Cohen An Anthology for Freethinkers
William Kent, F.S.A.
... an antidote, as the items collected from writers
ESSAYS I A major and minor, all have a tonic qua‘i_li)i_ERARY GUT&
E IKE E T I I I N K I N G William Kent, depressed by the Morning Radio “ Ld
in Four Volumes up your Hearts! ” comes back pugnaciously with Lift up
your Heads JOHN o'LONDON
Each Contains Single 2/6 This acid collection should be salutary and stimulating
160 Pages The Four Volumes 10/- reading for Christians and Non-Christians alike

This seems to me to be excellent reaﬂE&JORIE ROWE*
400 Quotations from 167 Authors

THE AGE OF REASON Fully Indexed and Classified
Front all Booksellers

By THOMAS PAINE Cloth 5s. Postage 3d. Paper 3s. 60-
The book that has survived over a century of abuse
and misrepresentation. THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
Includes a critical introduction and life by Chapman By G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration plaque Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethld”
subscribed by American soldiers in this country. and inquiring Christians

oth edition.  2nd printing. 176 pages.
Price 3s., Cloth only. Postage z\d.

From all Booksellers or direct from the
PIONTEER PRESS

Printed end Published by the Pioneer Press (O. W Foote and Company I.Imited), 41. (Irny'a Inn Rond, Inindon, W.C. L

230 pages. Price, cloth, 35s. Paper, 25. Postage 3d.
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