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en sio,'W is So insidious as a perfect calm; and 
IJ * ?  •so dangerous as the absence of all en6," ies' , 
oftÎTlUS Bo Y o i,a (1491-1556) Founder and first G enoa  

le Company of Jesus.
' U'e year of grace 1540 the Church of Home w as m a  

ous phght ; in almost as dangerous a situation, in fuc , 
* * * * * *  herself to-day, four centuries later.?  she 

h 1

"•W i^i68^  Reformation was in full blast on one side,
th, he enemies came from different quarters.

Only
For

IIqL ,, -LieiuuiHUUoii was in iuu .... „ ..w „—
Whilst lrea*eiled to obliterate the Church of Home ;

the other, the Turkish Empire, the fighting 
Oiiht. nearer of the rival Church of Mohammed 

. here on earth.”  was just then conquering
halt,!’0 fhecemeal and, in 1540, had already expunged the 
r" 11 Peninsula and Hungary from the map of 

ites of Vienna.
VAACU LII1VA .1 J

lt ,°®  and was hammering at the g 
was I HS m this dark and desperate hour when the Papacy 
fivai >0lll8 simultaneously squeezed to death between the 
Sn,...ciee5̂s of Mohammed and Calvin, that the former
£ > h  knight, Ignatius of Loyola, foundedt e l ; , , : Klllgtit, Ignatius of Loyola, louniled a new 

reScV JUs order upon strictly military lines to come to the 
Aiuj ? °t the Church of Home in its hour of direst peril. 
folln(,°  the great disgust of conservative Churchmen its 
dry ur called his order not, as had always been eustom- 
ds |j',s i°r instance, with such previous religious orders 
1' e Benedictines, Dominicans and Franciscans, aftei
rol;,.- hut after the titular founder of the Christian

'poii,
o  SO oH nrinofo/1 n o f l io n o  m o st , a m a z i l lg  in s t i t u t io n

Company of Jesus
sp6(j: “ouauy Known as ' .Jesuits ; an organisation of 

I Oij,, v  J trained ecclesiastical shock-troops, the Black 
d .J s ,  or the “  S.S. Men ”  of the Vatican; to employ 
doe)|,‘«m analogy which is impressive, and up to a point, 
$eei„i e' Biit only up to a point. For the Nazi regime. 
Wlic.rar ec>uiiter-revolution, lasted precisely twelve years. 

B>e Jesuit Company, the ecclesiastical counter-

iiiiv, Benedictines, Dominicans and Franciscans, afterOtSelf, L..i. i, . ii. 1.1..1... i___ i ...... r ii.
pon.

ir, ,| so originated perhaps the most amazing instit 
it,,.. 19 annals of religion ; “  The Company of Je;

Usually known as “  Jesuits

is ««»I , recently celebrated its fourth centenary, and 
V)]j| ‘ Powerful and active virtually all over the world; 
‘‘ p 8" its activities as (to vary the metaphor) the 
d Ri a®torian Guard ” of the Papacy have not abated by 

pipe iota.
Of,, , ls last fact was recently demonstrated by a notable 
p0].. l;Uaty to which an article in our respected contem- 

| the Manchester Guardian first drew my attention,
pa, centenary in question was that of the Homan Jesuit

l
i.^'an

ds* *» tke official organ of the Jesuits which was founded 
avowed organ of counter-revolution during the
anti-clerical revolution of 1848-9, which forced 

. ken Pope, Pius IX , and the Jesuits themselves to 
,lQni tlie short-lived Roman Republic set up underh

Ca
Croie leadership of Mazzini and Garibaldi.

C ® , diviata Católica- (‘ ‘Catholic culture” ) was originally 
“ *1 in Naples in 1849 by Jesuit exiles. From the
l6fkt J received, and still retains, the closest cordiality

and active support of the Papacy. To finance it, Pope 
Pius paid money into Rothschild’s Bank in Naples. And 
the Papacy has continued the support then pledged. The 
Jesuit organ returned to Home with its Papal protectors, 
when the bayonets of “  Napoleon the Little ”  (as Victor 
Hugo then described the French Dictator, Louis Bona­
parte) drowned the Roman Republic in blood and restored 
the Temporal Power of the Papacy.

In its centenary commemorations, La Civilita Católica 
boasts of the benevolence of the six successive Popes who 
have reigned during the last century, and of their “  never- 
failing confidence towards its editorial staff”  ; and towards 
the present Pope, who is said to read personally the proofs 
of every issue, the Jesuit review pledges itself in its 
centenary issue “  to serve his high purposes with un­
changed and unchangeable fidelity, following in the 
footsteps of the past.”

In a long historical sumrpary La Civilita Católica 
reviews the history of the Company of Jesus during the 
memorable century, 1849-1949, since the review was first 
founded. It has been a stormy history. For the Jesuits 
have usually found the truth of that axiom of their 
founder which I have placed at the head of this article. 
“ A perfect calm” has never suited the spiritual offspring 
of Loyola, “  the absence of all enemies ” lias actually 
spelt the death knell of the shock-troops of the Church 
militant.

For example, it is often forgotten that it was the French 
Revolution to which the Jesuits owed their present 
existence. For in 1773, Pope Clement X IV  had officially 
declared the great Spanish Order to he “  abolished and 
abrogated for ever.”  But when the French Revolution 
precipitated a new outbreak -of anti-clerical revolt, the 
Papacy soon found that it could not do without its crack 
corps of counter-revolutionary experts, and the Order 
was solemnly restored immediately after the downfall oi 
Napoleon in 1814.

La Civilita Católica was founded, its editors inform us, 
to combat “  anti-clerical Liberalism ”  which is defined 
as, not any political party, but as the ‘ ‘Agnosticism and 
secularism inherited from the French Revolution, the 
final fruit of the unleashing of Reason by the Protestant 
Reformation, which was then followed by the still more 
radical rationalism of the eighteenth century.”

After the usual attempt to make “  secularism and 
irreligión ”  responsible for the horrors of recent years, 
the Jesuit editors declare, rather surprisingly, that “  the 
secular liberalism of those days is a corpse.”  However, 
hv all accounts the “  corpse ”  still shows signs of life. 
W e shall look forward with interest to the Holy Fathers’ 
impressions of the International Freethought Congress 
this autumn.

To resume this Jesuitical autobiography, the struggle 
against “ anti-clerical liberalism ”  was continued in the 
contemporary struggle against socialism “  horn from the 
same stem as liberalism, with a materialistic outlook still 
more radically hostile to religion.”  In view of the 
intense, almost painful respectability of the British
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Labour Party where religion is concerned, it is obvious 
the above description must refer to Marxian and other

extreme ” forms of Continental socialism, rather than 
to the British movement led by those' pillars of the 
Church, .Messrs. Attlee, Cripps and Co.

The Jesuit review then passed to a number of other, 
more technical controversies in which it, and the order 
which it represents, have actively participated between 
1849 and 1949. Amongst these figured prominently the 
successful efforts of the Jesuits in 1870 to establish Papal 
Infallibility in “  faith and morals ”  as a Dogma of the 
Church. It may lie noted in passing that without the 
three centuries’ agitation conducted by the Jesuits, it is 
very unlikely that the Dogma would have gone through 
in the face of the bitter hostility that it excited. For as 
its opponents pointed out very aptly, the famous dogma 
is really anti-Catholic, it puts the “  private judgment ”  
of the individual Pope above the collective authority of 
the Clinic!]. But tli<* Jesuits have, little respect for logic 
where utility and their own interests are concerned.

Another ecclesiastical controversy where the Jesuits 
played the leading role on the reactionary side, was that 
which led to the condemnation of the movement inside 
the Church for theological reform known as “ Modernism.”  
In the course of a scathing commentary the editors 
describe this as a “  multiform heresy, subtle and per­
suasive. . . . Modernism the final fruit of the philo­
sophy of immanence and of rationalism, a shapeless 
mixture of religious sentimentalism and of the teaching 
of evolutionism,”  etc., etc.

Freemasonry also receives due attention. The Free­
masonry referred to here is the political explicitly anti­
clerical freemasonry of the Continent, not the harmless 
Mayfair social slate-club of British Freemasonry, as one 
can accurately term it.

Our Jesuit editors conclude their century-long survey 
by remarking that the future Jesuit programmes will 
result from “  past examples and the needs of the present 
moment. ”

Evidently the foundation of Ignatius Loyola is not yet 
on its death-bed. And, incidentally, it would obviously 
still be somewhat premature to talk about closing down 
the International Freethought Movement; a happy event 
which would then, no doubt, be duly recorded amongst 
ihe outstanding Jesuit victories of the past century by the 
second Centenary number of La Civilita Catolica in the 
year 2049.

F. A. R ID LEY.

AN ANTHOLOGY OF SHELLEY’S POETRY AND 
PROSE

THE SH ELLEY COMPANION  edited by the well- 
known translator, Mr. H . J. Stenning (Saturn Press, 
1948, 9s. 6d.), is p r e c e d e d by a. comprehensive 
biographical introduction completely free from con­
ventional bias. The great poet’s' early life and his 
entrance, into University College, Oxford, from which he 
and bis friend Hogg were ignominiously expelled, the 
one for writing, and the other for circulating Shelley’s 
Necessity of Atheism, are recalled.

Shelley was a born image breaker who eagerly read 
all the advanced publications of bis period, but apparently 
b> was more influenced by Godwin’s Political Justice 
than by the writings of Paine and the apostles of the 
French Enlightenment, Vilified by orthodox and con­
ventional scribes for bis Freetbought, Radicalism and 
independent social opinions, especially those concerning 
Christian marriage, Shelley’s almost solitary supporter 
it England was Leigh Hunt, the fearless protagonist of

Liberal principles and able editor and con rl 
the Examiner. -on for

While in self-exile in Italy, Shelley s PaS . ciose 
sailing on the sea brought bis busy life to a tia?ej  ¡u * 
when his little schooner, The Ariel, was w , ter, tb« 
sudden storm in- Spezzia’s Bay. Some days ŷero 
corpses of the poet and his companion, W iIIianrn’£>ntb’i' 
cast upon the beach near Leghorn and after a e tbe 
delay the authorities gave permission to u l” &n(j oo 
bodies from their shallow graves in the sand 0| 
the 14th and 15th August (1822) in the Pre® êi'O 
Trelawny, Byron and Leigh Hunt, the reina' juade 
cremated in an iron furnace which had hee> ^  
at Leghorn. Shelley’s heart was not consume«, ‘ jialnl 
snatching it from the flames Trelawny burnt 1 |ft)tr 
■severely. The heart was given to Leigh Hunt 
became treasured by Mary Godwin, Shelley s ‘ j|ey, 
wife. Indeed, Dowden, in bis biography ox pi?:i 
states that: “  After her death, in a copy °| .
edition of Adonais at the page which tells |!°"u)(ier a 
is swallowed up in immortality, were found 11 
silken covering the embrowned ashes, now shru 
withered, which she had secretly treasured. ’ ^ pro-

A vegetarian, total abstainer, non-smoker nod 'inllcb 
nounced Rationalist, Shelley perished from too 
water in his thirtieth year. While, perhaps, his 
aggressive Atheism had been succeeded by a 111 <>u ^jele 
theistie outlook in his Prometheus Unbouund, ^eit 
seems nothing in his maturer writings to justify jjy 
Browning’s conjecture that the poet might even ^  
have embraced Christian Theism. Nor i* Bier tl'e 
justification for J. M . Roberton’s suggestion tha ¡„ 
Christian hymn which Shelley utilises as a ch°x 1 ¡̂5 
his fragment Hellas, signifies any departure fro ¡s 
customary standpoint, for the chorus in questxo 
strictly in accordance with the characters fmd P
depicted in the drama.

Nearly all Shelley’s best poetry appears in the a 
logy under review. The Cenci, Skylark, Cloud, ‘ °0tliM 
Ode to the W est Wind, appear in full, with several ^ 
priceless poems including the Masque of xcti'

n to Queen Mab. Then there is Shelley’s poig11®1.¿UU/U. I 1 11"11 U1C1C JS OIJUI1CJ i5 „
))oem addressed to the Lord Chancellor who had depr1̂  
him of the custody of hi* children because of the p0 ' 
unorthodoxy: —

Oh, let a father’s curse be on thy soul,
And let a daughter’s .hope be on thy tomb I 

Be both on thy gray head, a leaden cowl .
To weigh thee down to thy approaching doom1 

1 curse thee by a parent’s outraged love,
By hopes long cherished and too lately lost. 

By gentle feelings thou couldst never prove,
By griefs that thy stem nature never crossed- 

Yes, the despair that makes a father groan, , 
And cry, “  My children are no longer mine 

The blood within those veins may be mine own. 
But— Tyrant— their polluted souls are thine.

are furnished in this collection. ......- j0
to Peacock, the novelist, contain felicitous references 
the ruins of antique Rome, the wonders of Vest' ' 1

The remains of the For1’
antiq

and the volcano’s environs

tb°'
idon#*' 

the* 
fti/.
;|l-

tiae1

•rite1.Fine exuin|)les of the poet’s power as a prose " r .y 
'  ' ’ ’ ’ ................... . Two letters from ltaJ£

and Colosseum awakened wonder and astonishment in •• 
beholder. Near these majestic relics of former g*0.1', 
Shelley noted “  the arch of Constantine, or rather  ̂
arch of Trajan; for the servile and avaricious senate 
degraded Rome ordered that the monument of his P1 , 
deeessor should he demolished in order to dedicate 0l’li 
to the Christian reptile, who had crept among the b!0<"
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of his
^ r : iU,fdeTredfaxnily to the supreme power . . . The 
and tliS u ^uPiter, Concord and Peace, and the Sun 
of this ■ iU1(1 Vesta are all within a short distance
once (](,Sr'°* ' behold the wrecks of what a. great nation 
a cityU l(j'dtid to tlie n.hstmc.tions of the mind! Rome isthe abstractions of the
euniw f  lt; wwe, of the dead, or rather of those who 
inhabit l.le’, and who survive the puny generations which 

/ lll(t pass over the spot which they have made 
to eten "  'rnity.”

that inf'' -S essay. T/te Relations of the Sexes, is one 
of his U" ated aiul scandalised the Puritans and prudes 
pbop] ,l" d later generations. But most enlightened 
rhcn" '  i 1. sympathise with his contentions to-day. 
Engl.’ '>11( ôr lilter decades, no divorce was possible in 
poet ov! SUVe 'tv an Act of Parliament. Vet, as tluj 
unit,;, Vle(1: "  Persons of delicacy and virtue, unhappily 

I one wliom they find it impossible to love, 
, ‘ he loveliest season of their lives in unproductive 

or|u * 0 aPPear otherwise than they are . . . The early 
s,mabhl°n <>f theil‘ children takes its colour from the 
tic o ,i Ls °t the parents: they are nursed in a systema- 

I l00l ° f  ill-humour, violence and falsehood.’
lljHenborough’s sentence on Eaton for publishing 

'‘Pish 8 f 9t> ° f  Ke«*ow occasioned Shelley ’*  impassioned 
hig |e to that legal luminary. In this, he reminded 
creaf d k’P that he presided over a court which was 
I't'e'v'1'! to, deal with crime, in which justice should 
(.w] ; , Vet the accused’s Deistic convictions were 
th, .¡f>̂ U(l for the purpose of prejudicing the minds of 
¡HjJ^y a,1fl so secure a verdict of guilty. Why these 
lfe.(f|liies ' “  ri'he answer,” declares Shelley, “  which
(,hri Vei1 Athen.s made to Socrates is the same which 
of n .1,ln. England must attempt to silence the advocates 
Ui„; ls lnjured man- ‘ lie has questioned established°l'ink; question

p(i]jjj>lls- A,las, the clime of inquiry is one which
inq5i 11 11Cver l|as fofgE'en. Implicit faith and fearless 

I l ' Pave in all ages been irreeoncileable enemies.”  
on Shelley Companion the poet’s immature essay
p0etr1Us.tinnity aPPear3- Also, his splendid Defence of 
thy . 111 which he acclaims the singers of songs as

•'cl?nowledged legislators of the world.
T. F. PALM ER,

l.\
DAVIS AND GOLIATH4 X\J 4 1

the pe lla.y« when America was fighting l'or freedom and 
<:itiV’ 1't'nch Revolution was looming in the near future a 

°f Philadelphia, U .S .A .— Benjamin Franklin by 
i’e.jj 'Was a well-known figure in the French capital. 
‘‘ Q:!*y a)iother American visitor to Paris, also from the
I,,,. ■' of Brotherly Jx>ve ” — Garry Davis, by name— is 
•V >,"-nn8 well-known to the inhabitants of Europe, 
"'av n;UU by hh’th, yes, but American citizen, no, By 
1«, is little excuse for any newspaper reader not

lng that Davis has renounced his material American 
p hi favour of the ideal of world citizenship! 

< dy - hfls taken this red headed ex-bomber pilot to her 
[Hibp ?*Ve heart. Since he first hit the headlines by 
it,, ' . y  renouncing II.S. citizenship, to his recent mass 
l),^'.Ulg of 15,000 people in the Velodrome d'Hiver, 
,[]l( 's has provided Paris with one excitement after 
C| In September he camped outside the Palais de
,\x'" f°t, temporary home of the United Nations General 
]i1( cinhly, to draw attention to the idea of World Govern­
ing • In November, this slim little man in a leather 
th felt impelled to interrupt the futile proceedings of 

. Beneral Assembly.
hi,i,;' Was hustled out. before he had time to say more

“ In the name of the people of the world, who are 
not represented here . . . ”

From another part of the gallery his speech was 
finished for him, however, by Robert Sarrazac, ex-resis­
tance fighter, “  W e the people want that peace which 
only a world government can give us . . .  1 appeal to you 
to convene immediately a world constituent assembly 
which will raise the flag of one government for one 
world.”

All Paris waited to see what would happen next. It 
was a mass distribution of leaflets, which jammed traffic, 
produced several arrests and put Davis in the headlines 
again. The leaflets advertised a meeting at the .Salle 
Pleyel, concert hall seating 2,500 people. When the time 
for the meeting arrived, police had to be called to handle 
the crowds. The hall was jam-packed and literally 
thousands were turned away.

With the telegraphic support of Dr. Einstein and 
written greetings from Sir John Boyd Orr and a number 
of British Members of Parliament, Davis was supported 
on the platform by Albert Camus, Andre Breton, 
”  Vercors ” and other prominent French writers.

“ My need of peace is the same as yours,” he told the 
cheering audience in his ‘ ‘American ” French. “  We  
believe the fatal crisis is approaching. Are we going to 
wait and hope, until it is too late? ”

A week later some 15,000 people went to the Velodrome 
d’Hiver to hear the reply of Dr. Evatt, President of the 
United Nations General Assembly, to questions put to 
him by Davis.

It was reported that the audience booed at Dr. Evatt’s 
statement that it was not the prerogative of the United 
Nations to make peace, hut to maintain it once the Great 
Rowers had made it. Davis had asked that the United 
Nations should devote time in the current session of the 
General Assembly to examining the possibility of con­
vening a “  World Constituent Assembly ” to prepare a 
world government.

Since then, according to the Paris papers, Davis and 
his supporters have announced that hope of obtaining the 
organisation of world peace through the “  United 
Nations must he abandoned.

What Davis has done is a remarkable achievement for 
one man with about 20 active supporters and no funds to 
speak of. But the question- arises— where does lie go 
from there ?

11 is own plan, as he outlined it some weeks ago in Paris 
was that World Citizen Registries should he established 
in as many cities as possible, with a Central Registry in 
each country and an International Registration Centre in 
Paris. “  When a significant number of people have 
registered themselves as World Citizens, thus building a 
World Citizens Population or Census, their directed, con­
certed action can create a counter-balance to the present 
despair and hopelessness,”  he declared. “  One phase 
of our action,”  lie said. ” will be to take part in the elec­
tion of candidates to the Peoples’ Constituent Assembly 
which is to be held in 1950 to draft a World Constitution.”

So far his ideas march with those of the Crusade for 
World Government in Britain and -associated organisa­
tions in other countries.

It may he that World Citizen Garry Davis, like so 
many other public figures, will drop back into obscurity 
after his spell in the limelight, hut all the evidence so fai­
ls that his great personal popularity will lead to the build­
ing up of solid support for world federation.

JEAN O'DONNELL.

“  Thorn arc four things 1 cannot stand: the sight of garlic, 
bed-bugs, tobacco smoke and tbo cross.” —Goethe.
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COLOUR PREJUDICE
IN “  A Bible Defence of. Slavery ” (1852) by the Rev. 
Josiah Priest, Mr. Peter Neilsen says that he has been 
told by a minister of the I>utcli Reformed Church in 
South Africa that “  according to the ■ scriptures, the 
separation of the white and black races will he continued 
in Heaven as upon earth— he said nothing about hell—  
and that those natives who are permitted to enter the 
heavenly abodes will be separately accommodated in 
some of the many mansions of which mention is made in 
the New Testament."

The above extract is taken from a recently published 
book entitled “  Colour Prejudice ”  by Sir Alan Burns, 
formerly Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Gold 
Coast. Si)- Alan has written a most instructive book and 
reveals himself as a capable and tolerant administrator. 
In South Africa, as is well known, a “  pigmentary 
aristocracy ”  prevails. The average housewife there 
cannot get along without a native “  boy ”  or “  girl.”  As 
a negro writer puts it: —

“ She even thinks that up in Heaven 
Her class lies late and snores 

While poor black cherubs rise at seven 
To do celestial chores.”

It is a point too often overlooked that the white races 
did not introduce slavery into Africa. .It had existed 
there from time immemorial, but the whites “  con­
tributed to the system their genius for organisation and 
multiplied its evils." It is not surprising to learn that 
“  the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, as 
trustees for sugar estates in the Barbadoes . . . were slave 
owners, and did not emancipate their slaves until 1834.”

It is refreshing to hear from Sir Alan that, “  my own 
view is that in the Gold Coast the relations between 
Europeans and Africans are better than in any other 
colony 1 have known, and I hope that some improvement 
has been effected in Nigeria by the Lagos Dining Club, of 
which I was one of the founders. This club consists of 
an equal number of Africans and Europeans and meets 
once a, month to afford members an opportunity of dining 
and talking together.”

Although the negro lias not been scientifically proved 
inferior to the white in capacity it must, nevertheless, be 
recognised that neither as a race nor as an individual have 
Ids achievements been impressive. Sir Alan says this 
may be because, the barrier of the Sahara Desert and the 
forbidding African coastline have prevented free inter­
course with civilised regions ?

“  The Russian poet, Pushkin, is frequently claimed as 
a. negro, and did, in fact, have- a trace of negro blood : 
his natural great-grandfather was Hannibal, the negro of 
Peter the Great. Elizabeth Barrett Browning and 
Alexander Hamilton . . . also have been claimed as 
belonging to the race (see ” What the Negro Thinks ” In 
R. R. Moton). It has to he admitted that there have 
been, and are, u number of pure-blooded negroes of out­
standing ability and character, but the number is small, 
and it, is claimed that they are no more than exceptions 
to the general rule ; and many of those claimed by 
negroes as compatriots were certainly much more white 
than black.

Concerning physical traits ”  no race has a monopoly 
of evolutionary end products. With 11in heavy massive 
cranium and tint nose, the black man appears to be 
nearer in his relationship to the higher apes; in the im­
portant matter of hair, however, the white man is closer 
to the ape. The hairy skin of the whites . . .  is close in 
its nature to the hairy coat of the apes : the negro skin

7  .« si°'il|iris far less hairy. The thin lips of the whites a 
to the thin lips of the ape.”  ¡̂0ll “ ’s

Impartial observers consider that 1,l*sCtyt n’ ,ind u’A'J 
undesirable from a sociological point of vie"  R.jal 
tbe coloured peoples attain to a greater R  1H,ithel 
economic equality a policy of intermarriage (' |e# I"
desirable nor practicable. There we legal °  
miscegenation in several countries, and in th,b C„np)i'V 
it is interesting to learn that in the 1 -tth CR  peW1' 
Ireland marriage between an English and an ■yRjssit’’11*’ 
was declared an act of treason.”  The modern 
appear to adhere to that principle. ([ whites-

Colour prejudice is not confined to blacks an ^ gelves 
the browns and the yellows usually consider t "  ijpatlv' 

a cut above ” the blacks. In South Africa •’ otit, 
exists between Indians and Negroes, break’ 
occasionally, into murderous rioting. It 'v°u 1 ^  S’1'
• be pen of a Swift to do justice to such foolii’ i’IU| R 1.ati 
Alan suggests that colour prejudice may be .̂(¡ck 
and impervious to reason. The writer of ’ ''^p, ai"’- 
believes that only harm can come from propuga" R  iind
ing at tbe establishment of equality between b j)f
whites in a country like South Africa, We 111 ^  foe 
realists before anything else. But a begitmiur R  (pc 
made, by the whites, towards a civilised solid” ” 1 p.,rl 
problem by lessening the sense of inferiority on 1 ”  
of the negro through fair and courteous .behavio” 
by encouraging, in return, an emphasis of responj in 
and stability of purpose— qualities, at present, krc ' r 
the negro. , c6 i>>

The great retrogression which has taken l” 1 |.|1jng 
civilised norms of thinking all over the world is a ' R |r,;s. 
t<> r eformers to exercise caution and patience. * 1 
especially in a, matter like colour prejudice, will 
The overwhelming majority of whites are . 
steeped in passionate prejudice for it to be other" s

E. A. McD O N A ^ '

MORE MORMONISM ,,
” Lii'e’s Meanirrg,” by A. Mormon. Published by 1 V̂'pp. 

of Jésus Christ ôf Latter-Day Saints, London ! ,
TH1S magnificent Work is presented to fhe S ,R e ­
publie gratis by tho commercial travellers for _.L,t 
Only-True-God.”  The object of said epistlo is r(p. 
one tlrinking and to guide one’s thouglrts Mormon"’ 
Now, wbat does the pamphlet tell us, or ask us ■

toThe opening query is “  Why am I here?” whid’
most folk is somewhat of a problem. It goes 1,11 
enlarge ■,the poser by asking, ‘ ‘ Whence did 1 c°?  
Where shall 1 go? ”  'Lire three questions now e” . , / ,  
the aspect and bring us to (lie theme, i.e., L 
Meaning.”  >(

Now come the answers, ¡is seen by alien eyes. ' |l;li 
is Eternal ” . . .  very profound, hut does it mean ■ 
man has come from dust arid to dust shall return? 
on your life. We are told that “ Man was in the bcR ,. 
ning with1 God . . . ”  It ’ a funny tiling that I wa_ _____ _ __ e .........
God in the beginning and know nothing about it, U’
am supposed to have a free will, arid I am sure 1 r 
no man with a free will would forget the most ¡’ "I1 ,| 
(ant part of his existence. Within the same paragR, 
is this lovely statement: “ This (M'ormonism) is 
a new doctrine, but one that inis been forgotten i’1 , , 
centuries of man-made religions. Twould seem 
these folk are flogging a dead horse

“  Tilvidenee of pre-existenceand whafc evidence i* 
Every person has the feeling that he has lived 1,1 j 

life before this.” Now this is very odd, for here an1
’



t h e  f r e e t h in k e r10, I94n

11 fully
mis t)Lgr0Wn man who has had plenty of time to feel 
With ‘ . nomen°n but, alas, I must not be one classed

r.|6-Very Person ” ; perhaps others feel it, but 1 . uiaim tv,:. ........ __ • __ _•'“ is unique experience.
"jive rJ G conie to a lovely paradox: ‘ ‘ Scientists
anj ei'r°,Ved the universe "to" te eternal, indestructible 
»ords T lastinR • • . ”  This sentence, assuming that
tin- Ovf"!?n to Mormons what they are defined as i 
'vhjrO,' “'o English Dictionary, denies creation, for thf

111

-^ghsh Dictionary, denies creation, tor that 
without8 • emal and everlasting must, by definition, be 
Heed eitller beginning or end. Now, where is there a 

(, ’ ° r Possibility, for a God within snob a scheme? 
r f - t h e  statement that “  all mankind were begotten 
'̂»•ie*. i dren of fclle Lord ” . . .  Oscar Wilde told fairy 

nil,. so, but his were more plausible. “ Fatherlike, 
"'(•‘Ifiu.•*!tor 'n that long-past day provided for our 
dif ' and to think that 1 have known children to 
li|i(; ¿'knowing <>f this world. A father that provides 

hi modern society ends up behind bars, so IKllKSe Elat we take out a writ against this Creator.'HIS ‘ 1 1 s C wunc VJLtU i'1“  "n----- ~
l>e i /'l id  and loving ” Father. Then the trouble would
' f" l(|ing ilim
„ | le Plan of human salvation was formulated by 

Now why create man in the first place, if 
,,(l •»« was t..d •> Whv need he he saved, if"ulea.j was created? - —  —  .........................

' W  - Wus danger of being lost? And lastly, why
, f on 1<l)en, who would eventually suffer the punishment 
hvfa'i Outlier,”  when their only crime was to have

rst place? This is1()0 ' ¿ f '  tins kind old hoy in tlu
''"keyed to hold water.
i 1  ̂ '-'I'''*1 ’•'U'*- *”*”* -- -------  --  ----..w -------y -- -

k || ll(‘ born and lias accepted the plan of salvation.”  
|i(,ji ls s,atement is room for much discussion, but two 
Ills ••s °ut beyond all others. Firstly, bow did 
„"Hi l'il111 tlie right to an opportunity of being eternally 
O f d ,  for that is surely the fate on the unrepenting 
Hgen ls> such as myself. Secondly, where does free- 
", l:0|ne into man’s life if it is pie-determined that

Mum comes upon earth because lie lias earned the

\y||, . ... ™ ........ „  ............. • ...—
(Wo, . be born, for if this is so, then it must be prel
, t, (lnined, at least nine months previously that coition
i„„ 10n two human beings upon this earth shall take 
iii„ and that it shall result in a passport for the await-
0 ,  ’*d  as yet Unborn, “  intelligence.”  If this coition
1, "'determined, as it mlicit he if the above statement

W1,1 ect, tlien man does not have free wi
. 'd( the next paragraph, we are told that man is so

.ii- t upon this earth that his free agency may have
| ig 'dlest (you will note that . this is limited and does 
Ik,. Sily absolute) exercise for expression. What rationa- 
iiHQtj these, fellows are. First one thing and then
, , , ,  ■ It makes you wonder if they really know what
t||J s )11(ian, if anything, r.i 

“•selves mean?
if not, then what do they

Mitl “ We are told in a further reference to our ‘ ‘ Loving
G- 1li.it- l-t,,. i c* lrvnfir.il on,] met Tills tcllds tothat he is logical and just.

°ne chortle at the thought of this loving papa 
U,, 'p you a sporting chance of being saved or lust when

'‘i'Hirn
no worries, or cares, or dangers during your

with that eternal and perfect being. Of course',
., fe with a perfect being must also have been 
¡ii- , otherwise your imperfection would have been an 
i;| 1 "''lection within tlie society of a perfect being, which, 
lij, • c,|,1'se, would be ridiculous . . . and after all, He in 
ycal.

ii,,|i Mit the mercy of God, which magnifies pur smallest 
endeavours into glorious rewards, will not

^  the
'»"Id

sinner ” (as though a perfect being could, or

Í

forget anything). Now, we arc told that this
'dug magnifies the smallest righteous deed, which

would seem to imply that the just one ain’t so just 
after all.

So, leaving your head in a whirl at these amazing 
Mormons, let me but quote you one last paragraph, 
which really sums it up: “ This latter-day life-philosophy 
is marvellous in its comprehensiveness and complete- 
ncss, in its power to satisfy the righteous desires of man. 
Will you. investigate it? ”  Certainly they don’t under­
state when they tell you that it is something to be 
marvelled at, hut to believe that it is all-comprehending 
and has the power to satisfy the righteous man . . .  I 
wonder! " PETER- GROSS.

HOLY BREECHES
PIERRE BA YLE, whose marvellous “  Critical 
Dictionary ” is praised by Freethinkers for its extra­
ordinary erudition and cute criticisms, wrote other 
works, some of which were publicly burnt by the 
common hangman. But, I refer to Ba.yle’s, “  Nouvelles 
de la Eepublique des Lettres,”  in which occurs the 
following amusing piece, now translated into plain 
English.

According to Saint 'Nicolo’s “  Confessions,”  he was 
spiritual consoler to Agatha, the wife of Ruggieri a 
physician. She and the Saint were devoutly amorous 
and both disclosed their love for epch other while 
absolving many sins.

During these absolutions in the Church of Our Lady, 
Nieolo sighed and peering at Agatha’s face, whispered,

my fair daughter, who can free another, when he him­
self is bound ? ”  Agatha’s quick apprehension soon 
understood Xicolo’s meaning and told the spiritual 
father, how they could fulfil their desires the next time 
her husband was called away.

She feigned illness and sent her servant to Nicolo, 
asking him to come and console her. He entered, and 
solemnly approaching her bedside, knelt and dismissed 
the servant from further attentions to the mistress.

The saintly father, alone with the feigning woman, was 
about to administer spiritual consolation to devout 
Agatha, when the husband unexpectedly returned home.

Nicolo rushed from the bedroom and hastily tying his 
spacious cloak around him, hurried back to the sacristy.

The unsuspecting husband came to his wife saying 
kind words to her, when he observed something under 
the pillow. He laid hold of what appeared to he strings, 
and pulling them out- discovered a pair of breeches, which 
caused a fit of consternation ; but-, Agatha’s wits being 
heightened by her new amour, gently replied without the 
least blush or hesitation, that she owed an instant cure to 
the holy relic which Father Nicolo had brought to her. 
The husband was requested to seek the pious priest and 
thank him for his devout duties by making a monetary 
offering.

Nicolo’s mind was alert too, and judging from 
Ruggieri’s conversation what Agatha had schemed, lie 
straightway sounded the chapter bell and ¡ill the friars 
assembled. He informed them that a remarkable re­
covery had been wrought by virtue of “  Saint Griffon’s ”  
breeches in the house of Ruggieri, the physician. All was 
in order and headed by an elevated cross, Nicolo lead the 
procession solemnly and slowly to the physician’s home, 
where the recovered breeches were blessed and wrapped 
in a perfumed cloth. All returned to Our Lady’s Church 
guarding the sacred relic, which being deposited in the 
sacristy, became an object of devotion as the miraculous 
breeches of Saint Griffon.

W . AUGUSTUS VAUGHAN.
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ACID DROPS
It was only to be expected that the B .B .C .’s special 

reporter would give an account of the way in which the 
Bishop of London’s Mission attracted Londoners. It 
was most interesting to hear a parson in a puh trying to 
persuade one of its habituées to come to church. This 
gentleman preferred, he said, to play football— and this 
was his only argument! He hadn’t the slightest idea 
that the case against Christianity was that it wasn’.t 
true— from any point of view. Another parson who 
came to the microphone detailed with great gusto how 
many people came to his church as a result of the 
Mission, and he spoke much as a primitive Fundamen­
talist would have spoken 1,800 years ago. lie seemed to 
know nothing of what- science had done in disintegrating 
not merely Christianity, hut all religion.

But we gathered enough from the B .B .C . report that 
agrees with our contention that all the Mission accom­
plished was to persuade Christians to support the Church 
a little more heartily. As one parson insisted, it only 
meant one hour in the week; and this, appeared to be the 
sole result of a great deal of hard work and organising 
and at a cost of many thousands of pounds. The Mission 
cannot point to the conversion of a single notable 
unbeliever-— if any at all. Only a number of more or less 
lax Christians have been persuaded to go to church. A 
whale of an effort, to produce a, tiny mouse!

Mr. Dudley Barker has some pertinent questions 
to ask in the Daily Herald in regard to the Mission to 
London. He wants to know: Do the modern publicity 
devices lead to Heaven— or the Buchman Group, or 
Aimee Semple M acph erson C an  trust in God be sold 
like cigarettes or lipstick'.' When a man sees a plane 
trace a cross in the.sky, does he dash off to church? Is 
anyone impressed by the triple knock (for the Trinity) 
on his front door? Must religion shout louder than the 
rest in the 20th century? He adds, 1 am only asking 
questions, not attempting to answer them. If Dudley 
Barker really wants the answers to all but the last 
question, the answer is no. To the last the answer is, yes.

The Free Church of Scotland has come into the news 
not because it has the sole truth from God Almighty, 
but because it “  deprecates and deplores ”  such visits 
as  that of Princess Margaret to the Pope. Why the 
Princess should not, in a private capacity, visit whom 
she pleases is a mystery only good Christians can 
answer. This' kind of intolerance is intolerable. Then 
Mr. Attlee is severely admonished because he 
“  desecrated "  the Sabbath Day by attending a political 
meeting -when the Free Church knows quite’ well that 
Sunday is not tin Biblical Sabbath Day, but the day 
Pagans devoted to the worship of the Sun. Hence its 
name. W e are now solemnly assured that Mr. Attlee 
is no longer admired by the Free Church of Scotland, a 
misfortune he no doubt will survive.

Archbishop Godfrey (lt.C.) told an audience recently 
that religion was not dope but dynamite. Well we must 
admit that it has often exploded very ferociously— its 
record of killing is formidable, and certainly not equalled 
by ordinary dynamite. To take one item, thousands of 
witches were burnt alive, or died in misery and torture 
after coming into contact with Roman Catholic dynamite 
— but perhaps the Church is not altogether proud of this 
record. Then take the religious wars of the Middle Ages

June
5 ' . ,articula1’

•—millions of people died as a result of- tins liLger ^,e 
dynamite. Fortunately, the Church has no ,-e3t9 coU' 
power to inflict mankind with it, though hs l’|  ̂„lloM1' 
tinue to whine pathetically that it should stdi ,L 
to blow hell out of everything it opposes.

+1 > Public/’
W e are stating nothing new when we say tj1 

memory is very short, and that the level of 1 16 paperS; 
gence is not rated very high by ordinary ru-' .̂ .„„pei’S 
We can think of no other reason for the ne' ' f e sfuin' 
cynical attitude towards their readers when m  ̂ „ flat 
issue two reports of the religious life in Wales u ¡s 0n 
contradiction. One writer maintains that reUg1  ̂ „per 
the increase, whereas the Editorial in the sun' _ a 
bemoans the fact that in G3 areas (in Wales) ‘ 11 ¡s a 
decline in Church attendance and in 38 areas ' y C-
marked decline. The Editorial reports t|ie ^ j riiik
Roberts as saying that the decline is due to ‘ '^W'^fect 
and escapism.”  The alliteration would have been 1 
had he said it was due to “  dogs, drink and the (j„y
and just about as true. That religion has had i
never seems to enter a parson’s head.

bly 8s
The opening of the Church of Scotland Asset ¡etJ 

reported by the Empire Neiva reads like 0 ' ,g (g? 
reporter's description of Ascot. Ministers and E 1 ^  .„ill 
going gay, Scots Guards in uniform of scarlet, „,,il 
blue, Scotland’s dressmakers working overtime, 
Dukes, and Duchesses galore. Presumably a g(MX̂ .„,,1 
was had by all. We are not surprised that CleU^^jtli 
their pantomimes are regarded by ordinary pe°P. „̂,t 
contemptuous smiles; what does surprise us ,b ■..|| 
intelligent men and women can be parties to such e° 
antics.

Lord Amwell dropped a veritable religious atom 1 g(j 
in the House of Lords, the other week. He actual') 
the temerity to tell the noble Peers, including . ], 
fatuous Bishops, that the Holy Places in J e ru sa le m  "  ry 
they wanted to take from Jewish control “  we

staggered,
doubtful indeed.”  To say that the Peers were 

outraged, and horrified, is to put 
k of the feelings of such noble, pious 

all-believing Christians to be told that there are 
three places where “  Christ 
buried. And Lord Amw 
meant by Holy Places'?

lt> tu “

act»:l11;, 
be1'rist ’ ¡s supposed to have 

'well bluntly asked, “ Whflt

Instead of answering, Lord Strabo!gi, putting the ca •' 
of'Christ before everything else, “  intervened warn' 
by saying, “  A Holy Place is made holy by the l’^ .jt  
who believe in it! ” For sheer intellectual power v 
would take a lot of beating, and it gives point to tljÇ ^  
of some people tHat the House of Lords shorn* j„ 
abolished. Still, it is not only the Holy Phic-W^r 
Palestine which are myths ; there is hardly a single 
in Christianity which can be otherwise explained- 
that this matters— there.is far too much money 
up with the Church of Christ for it to be given up W1 
a struggle.

The Daily Expresa runs a headline, “ The Bishop 1°* „( 
to tl in your £100.”  And Dr. H. Wilson, Jiish°P _t 
Chelmsford, thinks that everyone ought to leave at 
one per cent, of their money to the Church. OuV co** ^  
pondent, who sends us the cutting, has written ° vp1'm>f 
headline, “  Impudent Devil.”  We think a b (J 
headline would be “ I t ’s yer money we’re after.’
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^ Atio\ai’ ih Ko®RE8s iv e  W orld (U .S .A .), T h e  N ew  Z ealand 

ll i>’",itzer]a, ,IE R ationalist (Australia), D er F reidenker  
.'l the s o - ’  R aison  (France), D on JUsilio  (Italy).

"-'if/i 8ecuiVlCe& °f .the National Secular Society in connection 
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tong notice as possible.

SUGAR PLUMS
Kent' !'ond()n, iK topography and history, Mr. William 
interp ,las u°hieved a great reputation, and for those 
" ° 1'kgS * de J}as prepared a leaflet with a full list of his 

j lltld their ])rices which he will be glad to send to 
His f’°  address him at 71, Union Hoad, London, S .W .4.

\Wi “" I  ^ 10’r prices which he will be glad to send to
is j

thi.,1 J°"don f0r Heretics is of especial interest to Eree- 
"Kers . ,,,i .................f .  .... ................................. . .  mi. -7V '̂(tls’ • m( 1 many will find his autobiography The

(Pin,. ° f  « Victorian Youth which recounts his pi 1 - 
uii(| ‘T'e from the Nonconformist Church to Freethought 
lrieil > 1. gives an excellent sketch of what religion 
fini,,:.' to the young people of his day, equally
BUl, dtlT>g. Soon to be published is his life of John 

s "'hotri he knew intimately, and whose stormy 
least up to 1011— has provided him with 

Cit material for first class biography.

„„ .'"f ia n ity  lias never been a success because it. has 
pi.., *1. )etJn tried. It has been dabbled with rather than 
p(i;, ls_ed, runs a sentence in the iHampstead News 
of j|<,riul. What a- pity we have never kept an account 
bee)1|j number of times this assertion with variations has 

1, Ulade. Jt is the stock answer to every atheist who 
of ^Ogeg Christianity with its failure after 2,000 years 

and we will take a level bet that every 
If ^'der in the .Mission to London will use the phrase. 
i-\. 0 are w rong we will offer to send the Freethinker 
cl,,, y " ’eek for a year to any Missioner who can hohestlv

*uti - - - - - ■"of- to have used it.

Nitt)̂fVs it matter that the world is in a mess'. I>oes i 1
W( 1 that people are being killed in all parts of the
h(. , Not really, hut what does matter is, should God

1 aten on an empty or a full stomach? The Church of 
si ™ n d  Newspaper devotes two columns to the discus- 
t() | this intriguing question of whether to fust or not 
i-!lt,|?s^ The writer points out that there is no evidence 
I),.j er t|ian the fourth century for the practice of fasting, 
‘‘ ( communion and points out that an empty 
t,|. " IUny ”  is “ a pathetically inadequate preparation 
tliih])artnkmg of the Lord’s Supper.”  Personally, we 
<!, *' an adequate preparation for any supper is an 

’’ y stomach, hut, gwid (iod, could Cod care less?

24.”.

AN UNWILLING WITNESS FOR RATIONALISM
(Readers will he interested in- the following article written 

by Mr. Kent in 1937, when Lord Raglan’s u The 
Hero ”  was first published. Circumstances preven­
ted it appearing then but we think it will prove of 
great interest, now.)

“  MOST unwilling witnesses, gentlemen— most unwilling 
witnesses,” said Sergeant Buziuz of Messrs. Winkle. 
Tupman, and Snodgrass in the famous trial of Bardell 
versus Pickwick. Thereby the old hand at the bar 
sought to impress upon the minds of the jury that the 
highest degree of truth might he that which was 
reluctantly extracted. Any reader of this journal 
who, like the writer, dwells in what Dickens called the 
valley of the shadow of the law will know the risks of 
the enthusiastic witness who would fain act the advocate 
in the box. He is bent on painting the lily of the fairest 
case, and his energy in enamelling sometimes robs il 
of its potent purity.

I was reminded of the value of the man who truly, 
hut diffidently, desires to speak the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, and yet will take sides 
neither with plaintiff nor defendant, when I read Lord 
Raglan’s recent book, entitled The H ero: a. Study in 
Tradition, Myth, and Drama. The publishers (Messrs. 
Methuen) had the sagacity to advertise it- in the Literary 
(Iaide, but 1 doubt if this was done with the approval of 
the author. Is Lord Itaglan also among the Rationalists? 
it might lie asked. 1 doubt: whether his Lordship nas 
any desire to assist Lord Ponsonby, Lord Snell, and the 
absentee Earl Russell to attempt to leaven the lump 
of propriety and piety known as the House of Peers, 
in literature, however, it may please his I¿ordship to 
admit a considerable degree of rationalism; from religion 
apparently it is to be emotionally barred.

You read on in this trenchant, lucid, and most 
informative essay in mythology with great expectations. 
Surely, you say to yourself— as his Lordship gives 
thrust after thrust at this and that canard of literature 
and history— his keen-edged logical weapon must he 
turned upon Christian tradition. Oh, no. King Arthur 
is cavalierly disposed of as, to quote the index, ”  a 
mythical character,” and has no place to lay Ids head 
as an historical figure. Hengist and TTorsa, Alfred and 
the cakes, and Robin Hood are all swept into a mytho­
logical compound, and forbidden to masquerade- as 
figures of fact; hut Jesus is only once referred to, and 
(hat in the superbly safe allusion to the symbolism of 
the lamb that sometimes represents him in plastic art ! 
Such kid-gloved nicety in -handling the Christian religion 
approaches the Gilbertian in a book of this character. 
Samuel Butler's Montreal museum curator turned the 
pantless Discobolus towards the wall because his brother 
did Mr. Spurgeon’s printing. Perhaps Lord Raglan is 
obliged to cover up his religious nakedness because lie 
knows a- bishop.

The reader will cry out for rationalistic moralising, 
but he will cry in vain. In the Preface it is emphasised 
that “  the veracity ¡pul verisimilitude of a narrative are 
no criterion of historicity; that many clever men have 
believed stories which are now known to be quite untrue ; 
and that the truth of a story is to be judged by evidence 
alone.”  W e thank his Lordship for those few straight 
words. It 1ms often been thrust under our noses by 
Christian Evidence lecturers and others that Isaac 
Newton, Dr. Johnson, and W . E. Gladstone have 
accepted the Christian faith. So did Sir Thomas 
Mallory, Geoffrey of Monmouth, and all the medieval 
historians accept the stories of Arthur, whom Lord
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Raglan hunts out of history with all the iievceness with 
which Tennyson’s hero pursued the Pagans. I wonder 
if hi» Lordship1 had ever lighted u|)on some equally 
admirable words from E . A. Freeman; the historian.
“ I have seen in many books so much of this story of 
Alfred the Great told as people nowadays think possible 
— viz., the, story of Alfred’s charity to the poor man. 
Now it is quite possible that this may be true, and that 
the rest is tradition which has grown around it. But 
we have no evidence that it is so, and we have no right 
to take a piece of a story by itself in this way. The 
writers who tell us one part tell us the rest, and if we 
tell the story at all we should tell the whole story. It 
is not fair to pick out just as much as we think possible, 
and to tell that much as if it were certainly true.”  
This has, of course, been done with Arthur and Alfred, 
and another, who to Lord liaglan must be nameless. 
That belief in the New Testament Jesus may be as 
much the faith of Simple Simon never comes within 
telescopic vision of his Lordship, nor did it of Freeman.

The late J. M. Robertson does not get so much 
attention as Jesus, from which it may be inferred he 
receives none at all. Yet we find Sir James Frazer 
quoted, with his Lordship's approval, as saying: “  We 
shall probably not err in assuming that many myths, 
which we now know only as myths, had once t-neir 
counterpart in magic; in other words, that they used 
to be acted as a means of producing in fact the events 
which they describe in figurative language. Ceremonies 
often die out while myths survive, and thus we are led 
to infer the dead ceremony from the living m yth.” 
This is an epitome of Robertson’s views of the story of 
Jesus. Alas, Sir James, while bolder than Lord Raglan, 
lags a little behind some expectations, and he has never 
ruthlessly applied his theory to the New Testament. In 
his chapter on “  The Folk Tale ” we read: ” In the 
many stories in which the hero ends by ascending the 
throne and reigning as if to the manner born he is repre­
sented as starting life as a pauper, but this is done . . . 
to explain the fact that, in the typical myth, the hero 
has to pass through a period of adversity. It is usually 
found''that, though ostensibly the son of a peasant, lie 
is really a prince who in early infancy was either stolen 
by an enemy or hidden from a tyrant by his friends.” 
Most of us have heard of the prince of the House of 
David, who was the son of a carpenter and tied to Egypt 
to escape the wrath of Herod. I think Iris Lordship 
must have heard something of it last. Christmas; but 
perhaps he has a short memory.

The greatest of these staggering omissions is in 
Chapter XVI,  “  The Hero.”  Here his Lordship gives 
the reader the pattern for all as follows : -

(1 ) The hero’s mother is a royal virgin;
(2) His father is a king, and
(:i) Often a. near relative of his mother, hut
(J) The circumstances of his conception are 

unusual, and
(5) lie is also reputed to be the son of a god.
((i) At birth an attempt is made, usually by his 

father or his maternal grandfather, to kill 
him, but

(7) He is spirited away, mid
(8) Reared by foster-parents in a far country.
(0) We are told nothing of his childhood, but

(10) On reaching manhood lie returns or goes to his 
father’s kingdom.

(11) After a victory over tin. king and/or a giant, 
dragon, or wild beast,

June
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(I t |}ecomes ting.

with the gods . M / »  *  

US) Uirone ,„,<1 city, after wliir"
(19) Often ; ; r  h a " ‘-Various death,
20 H it m , i he toP ° f  a hill.

(21) His I,,!!/.1-'11’ 11 anY.’ do not succeed him.
(22) He let '  ̂ IS 11 Juried, but nevertheless

“ r . '' ° Me 01 "lore holy sepulchres.
“  fa»»™ ? li8 says Lord
'\y Theseus ' '  m u,start " 'lth »Edipus, who is loft»1 
BeUerophonS' I>, 1 u us> Heracles, Perseus, J f “"/
Joseph, Moses * El” .’ i ŜC*et 'os' Dionysos, Apollo, 
or Siegfried f |R * r'i ^ atu Hunung, Nyikang. S'£l 7 
laord C la n  Liawgyffes, Arthur? and Robin 1 ’ 
■ ' „ A S *  * '™ *  ' » " *  on the basis of Ills
date in the ex’ami ??8US ls " ot allowed to he a®?1' 
I « i n t J Z a! ,natr “ ' ,r"  would score about 0 ^ °  

\Yin‘le a 1K," " h  lor a special distinction. ,. 
declare himself f ’ J". " 8 "  mind- nrnv ostentatm"";,
"i ll  put I,ini ¡, e i°° f1rorn both parties, the astute jo 1'  
r e a d e r s , "Sht Place in .judging the case- W  
with most C  ' mnk ,x>nl Eaglan relilfi«1'®̂
■lurelv " , t the of this journal. He «*" !
minded to rejecfll|hlCyi ° !  ^  own heart, he almost C

....... . p*rlT  S nt

MR. LUPTON AND THE L IF E -FORCE
,  ( ) l

FIRST of all let me say how sorry 1 am to ],e 
Mr. Lupton's illness and to' express the hope 1 u, ¡̂,t> 
is now fully recovered— thanks to or in spite 0 
Lije-force which seems to have troubled him 11 
delirium.

1 , too, have been having my own private fig'1' s- 
a thermometer that decided to register lOn ‘ 
but thanks to M. and B.\ and not D.V.. I have 
to survive so far. No doubt my wife’s good " "  
was tlu> real reason why I could not embark " "  llt. 
Voyage of Discovery which would have settled, '!)l ;1
at any rate, the question that lias been causing 'l111 
lot of belly-ache among respectable Rationalists.  ̂ ^

Mr. Lupton, quite rightly denounces me for usmg v 
• ■ • - . . . .  ot 1m one.expression “  not completely destroyed m 

articles— I only hope the shock did not set him ^,,1 
a couple of weeks or more. However, 1 still cn" p 
that there is a difference between a thing j]V 
completely destroyed and a thing that is only P'1 
destroyed. a .^e,

With reference to Sir Arthur Keith’s candle-' ,l 
when I said that it was not completely destroyed T ,,l‘ 
to convey that it was only partly destroyed; bee" ' | 
although the light of the flame disappeared, the t'lK’" '1.t,|v 
elements of which the flame was composed were m p 
changed into otlier chemical forms— hence the fiamq_ 
not- completely destroyed. ’’

And now, regarding my use of the term “  life-f°ri> -f, 
1 believe 1 am right in saying that this term was j 
introduced by Mr. George Bernard Shaw. Anya W ” ; 
do not claim to be either its inventor or discoverer. . ,
I definitely dispute Mr. Lupton’s assertion that “  ■’
life is a function of man, it goes nowhere when it 
Surely, if life is a function of man then Mi’. L"P ^ 
must also postulate man existing prior to life. 1 " ’° '1
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Without t]Ll ^ab man was n function ° f  lil e > f ° r
t'ould not lL' ^ U1 ex'&tetice of life— or life-force— man 
lorCe t/)a,P0SSibly  come into being— or function. If the 
''eason w]\!8 J,/ e exists prior to man then there is no 
exist \«ri lattiver to assume that it- does not continue to 

1 a,7 ^ ® a n  is dead
s°  if ]ife \ aware that a fora: can ever be destroyed; 
I cannot * *orce> as I definitely believe it to be, then 
°f a can ||“ree ^ a t  can be extinguished like the flame 

1 Cert e.’ as Sir Arthur Keith contends.
"life-for! o nofc care two h<x>ts whether the term 

intert"6 ^  sPelt with capitals or not and 1 have
could do 1?|11 explaining what the life-force is. If I 
article f0 . * would not be fitting here typing this
V f t y  >l’ ^Cafieit's who are probably not interested in it 
"ill i|at’ . °  °ne knows yet what electricity is but who 
then si ’' | existence as a very potent force“’ Why, 
!'fe*forcei» o l .be expected to give an analysis of the 
'« Ufe A So far as I am concerned it is the force flint 
definition 61 la!>s Mr. Bernard Shaw can supply a, better 

hecu,
1, in my ignorance, cannot explain, define 

¡( '"'count for a. thin« I do not necessarily have to deny 
' »i eXlst*' lu'e— otherwise I would have to deny the exist- 
I u °t life itself. I cannot explain the universe but 

l'1" "  that it exists.
^  cannot help thinking that Atheists are all-obsessed 
In ", dreadful fear that some day somebody is going 
tiler*0” 110® nn argument that will for ever more deprive 

11 ° f  their right to final extinction I
W . H . WOOD

'flip
J CHURCH OK ENGLAND’S MISSION TO 

Up , LONDON
raiS[,(j ' "  • ( . W AX D. Bishop of London, has'once again 
ofte,, the. standard of Intolerance and Tyranny, so 
fuuv l0,“r'e aloft by that institution in which fie is gnin- 

In the “  Evening News ”  of May 20,"i* {  ^Pioyed.
0?> nveu the leading column to preach a sermon. 
t|1( l8fiunity, he declaims, does not restrict itsel

t(>ijb"  relation between (ioti and the soul 
"'ho], ° nl.y the story

'vl|.(, ‘l|,1(l how he spends his every hour, where he works, 
iii„|lu u‘ works at, where and how lie spends his leisure 

"t*- “  ft, therefore," in the words of this Bishop.

our environment.

itsel f to 
that is to 

-but is concerned with the 
Tt is concerned with every

"nel ’'aces our whole culture and civilisation.” Zhdanov

‘'litri
An

the would-be dictators over art and culture in 
never made quite so extravagant and totalitarian

as this!
......ll,| doubt one might have that Dr. Wand really
if ^  go so far as this is dispelled by the latter part 

. ^cemonisings. The Church “  has no intention of 
indicting suicide "  by contenting itself witlh mere 
q,r ' Hal conversions; it is going to make sure, doubly 
*l'i ii.-A seeing that the benighted convert gets what 
-l, »shop calls “  a suitable environment for tire proper 
Hi, . .apnicnt of bis character.’ ’ Was there ever such 
t(| j 'embracing claim that man is but a. thing, a cypher 
W,,.1« khe sport of their arbitrary, uncontrolled power?
111,. ' ,s°rt of world is this that these twentieth century 
< 1  a,tors would impose on Society? What sort of 
liiii.( 'Jacket is this that these black crows have pre- 
i-,. i to rule man’s every waiving moment, control his 

whispered thought in the privacy of bis home, to 
ii, bis furniture, his pictures and books and to decide 

tli^Daasures, making his whole mind a skin drum for 
Witch-doctors to beat their tattoo of death upon?
‘ have observed before, this Church and its prelates

are fundamentally undemocratic and intolerant. 
Because they do not want to read a certain book, no 
one else must read it. Because they do not believe in 
divorce, birth control, marrying one’s divorced wife’s 
sister, and so forth, they are not content to practise 
themselves these precepts but must force everyone else 
into their mould. The crucifix is their emblem, the 
emblem of their intent towards humanity! " A r t ,  
science and literature must all be-impregnated with the 
spirit of religion ’ ’ shouts this prelnte. This is the end 
of objective inquiry and the beginning of universal 
charlatanism. Ob. monstrous cynicism which would 
call this progress!

If we let this Mission have its way, there would bo an 
end of all progress, of scientific inquiry, of freedom in 
artistic expression. Since nothing stands still in nature 
what is arrested can but slide backwards ; the ultimate 
aim of this Mission is a return to the Dark Ages or the 
epoch of a new Innocent H I. The Bishop evidently 
believes not only in the aimightiness of his deity hut in 
(he aimightiness of his right to dictate man’s being from 
the cradle to the grave, to make H a perpetual twilight 
of physical and mental slavery to superstition and 
phantasy. P. C. KING.

LAST MOMENTS
NOTHING could well be more, absurd than to judge a 
man’s life by his manner of leaving it. So much depends 
upon tlie nature of the causes which occasion death. 
When nature is exhausted, the body and mind enfeebled 
by disease, perhaps racked by physical suffering and dis­
tracted by anxiety as to loved ones left behind, it is 
scarcely the time to judge of the. character or conduct of a 
life. Such a method is as unsafe as it is unfair. Yet 
there are ministers of religion mid others who delight in 
drawing contrasts between the peaceful death-beds of 
believers and the agonies of sceptics. The goody-goody 
press teems with the edifying death-bed triumphs of 
eminent Christians, from Joseph Addison, who (perhaps 
after a bracing draught of his favourite brandy) sent for 
his nephew, Earl Warwick, to see how a Christian could 
die, to the much-belauded Prince Consort, who left Her 
Majesty to the tender care of late Mr. Brown after singing 
“ The Rock of Ages.” Yet the biggest scoundrels have 
died as calmly as the most pious Christians. Monsieur 
Louis Dominique Cartouche, who, as the pious stories go, 
began life by stealing a pin and became a prince of 
robbers, endured the torture with the utmost, firmness. 
In the good old days, when executions were as plentiful 
as blackberries, it was as common for highwaymen to 
"  die gome ” as it is now for negro murderers to be 
“  jerked to Jesus ” after devoutly singing a hymn. Pious 
Dr. Johnson with all his bigotry, was one of the best- 
hearted men that ever breathed, yet his dread of death 
was extreme. Indeed, it might almost be said that the 
more savage men are the less sensitive are they to death, 
as well as to physical pain. The firmness with which an 
American Indian will endure torture is almost incredible. 
Some instances there are of civilised natures able to rise 
superior to the most excruciating pains. Balthasar 
Gerard, the assassin of William of Orange, bore the most 
horrible tortures not only with bravery, hut bravado. 
Oiles Dorey, accused by (lie Salem Puritans of witchcraft, 
allowed himself to be slowly crushed to death without 
uttering one cry. So far from Infidel death-beds being 
especially-horrible, the collection of instances published 
by Mr. Foote affords proof that the end of eminent Free- 
Ininki ,*rs lias usually been as philosophic as their lives.
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Of these some aro intensely absorbing, as of the 
martyrs Bruno, Vanini, and poor Thomas Woolston. 
The execution of Danton, the death-bed of Mirabeau, the 
tragic ends of Condorcet and Shelley, are of so thrilling 
a description that, once read, they are never forgotten. 
Others, as with Goethe, Byron, Spinoza', Buckle, Clifford, 
Hobbes, Owen, Mill, etc., take their interest from the 
men and their work. In some cases an interest attaches 
from an attempt. made at their conversion, as with 
Diderot and Hugo, or from misrepresentation made by 
the orthodox, as with Littré, l’aine, Voltaire, and 
Gambetta. Some, like Harriet Martineau, R. Cooper, 
H. Hetlierington, and Austin Holyoake, have secured 
themselves from his by making a profession of faith when 
approaching their last moments.

The terrors of death have been much enhanced by the 
superstitions surrounding it, and by the practice of giving 
over the dying man to the hands of a ghostly confessor 
and comforter— a practice which Jean Raul Richter com­
pares to the evacuations demanded from a child ere he 
is allowed to go to sleep. “ Are you not afraid to meet 
your God ? ’ ’ was once demanded of a desperate sinner 
in extremis. The sinner did not exactly say, with Omar 
Khayyam, “  H e’s a good fellow, and ’twill all be well,’ ’ 
but he had heard of easy methods, of propitiation, and 
replied: “  No, I am not afraid of God! it’s the other 
fellow I ’m afraid of . ’ ’ This anecdote may be apocryphal, 
but the following one has the authority of Larousse’s 
Grand Dictionnaire Universal. When dying, the Abbé 
Terrasson saw his confessor enter his room, and said : 
“  Here is my housekeeper, Madame Liíquet. 1 forget 
things; confess her. C’est absolument la même chose.”  
The confessor, seeing himself mocked, insisted on the 
abbé answering for himself. “ Avez-vous ôté luxurieux ?”  
asked he. “  Madame Luquet, ai-je rtc luxurieux? ”  said 
the dying man. “  Un peu ,”  replied she. “  Un peu,’ 
repeated the abbé; and the confessor abruptly departed, 
leaving the abbé to die, as he had lived, impenitent.

Boureau Deslandes, in his Réflexions sur les grands 
Hommes qui sont mort en Plaisantant, relates many 
curious stories, and, among others, one from Brantôme, 
of Mdlle. Limeuil, maid of honour to Catherine de 
Mediéis. When the moment of her death drew nigh she 
called for her manservant, named Julien, who played 
excellently upon the violin. “  Julien, she said, “  take 
your violin and play constantly, till you see 1 am dead,
‘ the Defeat of the Swiss ’ . ” This he did, she accom­
panying him till she came to the words “  All is lost,’ ’ 
winch, after repeating twice, she turned to those about, 
"  All is lost at this push in good earnest,”  and so expired.

When Malherbe lay dying, his confessor represented to 
him the felicities of a future state in the customary low 
and trite commonplaces. “ Hold your tongue,” the 
dying critic interrupted ; “  your wretched style only 
makes me out of conceit with them.” Scarron told his 
friends, when weeping around him : “  Ah, my good com­
rades, you will never cry half so much for me as I have 
made you laugh.”

A very good story is told of a Freethinker who laid 
been jockeyed out of some property which he expected 
from a weathy relative, and which at the last moment had 
been secured by two priests for the Church. Upon his 
own death-bed ho sent for the same rapacious pair. As 
soon as they arrived, expectant of further favours from 
the family, he bade them sit down, one on either side of 
the bed, and took no further notice, of them. Upon their 
pestering him as to what he had to communicate, he 
answered : “  .Nothing; I simply sent for you that I might 
die. like Jesus— between two thieves.”

An incorrigible punster, who was told that in heaven he

die «

J u n e  19,

might wear a diadem, replied he did not " ‘J1̂  Uje pa1' 
dem bit. This deplorably bad pun so disgus e
son and the doctor that they left, and the ^  p’ree-
reeovered. Another dreadful example was tltf
thinker who at his death-bed absolutely l,r° ' vjl0 sai® 
approach of any of his sceptical friends, bu ^  find■ 
they might send as many sky-pilots as they c°
HÍS mal“dy "<>s contagious. “ *

(The late) J. M . W H EFElT'

(To be concluded)

THE TROJAN CANARD
....................... .....r of the ^ ‘ dic

With Teutonic obstinacy they belief j j e„
S HEER indignation reigns in the camp 
Hellenists m ‘ ■ ■
i  ' l l + i f  " , 1 nT r of History; and with the sam e*-A  
less, they have believed in the Trojan W ar as described^ 
!■! I ,ul,1<luo authority cm antique History, H om er. J | 

1 (bey liavo any doubts after Herr Kchliema'i 
excavated the remnants of what he considered to be k 

troy.’ And now Emile Mireaux, a -p^in^rums of jjjj.il.n o  A i n t / u o o ,  ■pnPD1'"'
scholar, dares to write a, sacrilegious book (ReS.

this nt'homériques) with the assumption that all 
happened. ,ear<;

We do not mean to review the great wealth of 

rather be an assessment of th e  known h istorica l
work done by M. Miireanx ; the scope of this ai 
rather be an assessi
which in themselves explain the problem 

Prior to the invention of writing, tra< 
sagas, heroic romances, codes of tribal law, etc.,

{»cts

1 handed down by initiates by word of m °u  ̂
reserved in a poetical form, it was far easier alU îv. 

to commit them to memory and in this way they 
eventually, recorded by the priests, the first class 
script. Many of these later collections came to ',0 i10tb e * ? *

‘ prop!under the name of this “  king ’ ’ or that 
which does not mean that the discriminatory ujjp 
were the names of real authors. Individual ftU tflgeSdid not- matter then, there were no personal ad^y'i' Af
or royalties connected with the writing of even bhe q̂1Lu 
pious book. Generally, the authors were unknown ^  
clerical editors recorded the popular or mythical tra* 
which was least of all concerned with historical

Writing at first was a secret of the priests, eveO, iB' 
written was holy and considered with holy awe. W 1 j0g, 
expansion of the barbarian tribes or clans into
the ancient recordings of mythical genealogies, war s . ■ 
law codes, etc., became the respective “  Holv P" °

- - -  - 1 ho"'0'the cultural rallying centre. They were not, 
primers of liistory. They were never intended to bL’ 
chronicles and even when something like the rei!<l1 fh1’ 
of historical events started, there did not ex1*. ,|. 
prerequisites for a reliable recording or checking of 
Historical Science is a recent accomplishment and 
now it is far from being objective truth. ) of

The collection of tribal sagas under the 
“ Homer ” is no exception. The Dorians and Wpt 
invading tribes were frankly barbarians who, 'v 
adopting Mycenaean civilisation, suppressed the |(. 
peasant stock of Greece and partly forced theD ^ 
emigrate. Eastward migration of peoples as 
peaceful trade further diffused the arts of civilisa ^t1 
Colonies established themselves on Cyprus and (>a 
adjacent coast of Asia. ,j,ii

So far no effective and economic process for pr°  , 
in bulk iron of good quality had been invented; ba1 3 ,i? 
cultures were mainly dependent upon tools and weuR 
of bronze. Their civilisation was conditioned by tb1“
cost of that metal due to the comparative rarity 
It was the tribal chieftains called “ kings ” and

o f
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TH E FR EETH IN K ER
j 1.

mdtilingg alone who could afford aJ c *< heroes
" as, at the same time, these ans , inefficiently 

^ ‘oee duels decided battles. The mass of tae ^  they 
lllie(̂  people did not really 13

c

" hose dnpi U1,e ?ajlle . -  Srtned m S , ided battles. The mass 01 u... mem-.-
P ^U cedii i dld uot really matter, and what they 
* u. . .J1 labour was time and again taken by the armed-ni, u..ls derived from plunder—

XUAw_
>> >va» »«-*%. - again taken by tuo «—

a»i'™ ose wealth was derived from plunder-

•> and piracy.vide their smiths with the constituent 
“  uintTR ’ ’ sent expeditions as far --•rad from Asia

heroes
T“uii  ttuu piracy. , :*u ttie w u»-

, a °rder to provide their smiths '  „ editions as tar 
■1;'1>ients of bronze, the “  kings s?nt ¿ rted from Asia 

 ̂Britain; however, with tin mam \ - ginck Sea. 
llr1101'. traders settled at ports npar t e q£ tin traders 

,n B'e Eighth Century B .C . suc ‘ , guttled near the
^fugitives from the Greek man.J;. eS been destroyed 

Tr°y- This town had several t dependent
h’ Asiatic hordes. In those times, Tc'1  course of

l llljn ceftcnsuohicn.1 coincidences sue aments at the- ceun. „ ui:«r«n.n

JzLXlN H-ra-..
which the wicked Roman soldiers assuaged Christ’s 
thirst; bringing up in the rear were barefooted penitents 
with ashes on their heads, crying out to God to have 
mercy on them. Thousands lined the pavements, hut 
I fear they had come just for curiosity, ps when the 
priests came with the collection boxes the majority 
edged away and when the statue approached a cafe 
there was a stampede of men rushing inside to avoid 
kneeling on the ground as it passed; the flower girls, 
with their baskets heavily laden with violets to he 
throwm at the statue went off with but a few bunches
sold. N . F .

kv ,°* kToy. This town had several g depeim>,„ .
1 Asiatic hordes. In those times., peol ‘ the course of

geographical coincidences sue , ts at the 
if^vays, and so they built their settlem«

S <* Previous habitations. This explains why^hc
eight strata of what he be^ ?V®{udl. local tradition nne . — r.rrn as the

ft!nr°i ki’evious habitations, inis «=~r- ' f  ^ght strata of what he believed to be iioy .
J (he Greek colonists developed their M

?  “ ih -v'  set,1i  t  ’ ’¡ m '  k' ,o" ' “ ls 'hint V  gl°rl°us xviufme. k  ^  Troians—as
n. „.ee Homans link their ut* 1 i i-I% /% * ̂

Sequel of® kave settled ai u.... .
‘ lint thP tj3 Morions warfare. It is commondie m b. nonions link their descent with the Trojans—as
V  ^  ho with the “  Holy Land.”  Both assump
Sittje,!,16 historically unfounded. In the same way thegkamandros faked their highera«ol sun-d£*;tv (lik

n, s do with the “( historically unfounded. In  the same u » , ... 
aHti,|Uj, °P the river Skamandros faked their higher 

âmvonf *n connection with Aiax, a local sun-deity (like
ailfl the cod Achilles whose cult extended as vranplaos, according to —’1%-nnf

CORRESPONDENCE
MUTILATION P

Sir .—After reading Norman Haire’ s comments on my book 
“  In the Name of Humanity ”  in the Alay 22, 1949 issue of the 
Freethinker, I find it difficult to determine whether the gentle­
man studied medicine to become a doctor, or whether he
studied religion to become a rabbi.—Yours, etc.,Joseph L ewis.

RELIGIOUS CUSTOMERS
-Picking up the News Review, a recent issue, I  learnt 
e country’ s chief witch, l)r. Wand, and his advertising 
F. C. Pritchard, have been out scouting for new

1 ra<% would

Silt, 
that the 
agent,

I far as'Vfi'UI'1 tile " 0(1 -----\r- a le Danube delta. Menelaos, according
! 'hVsra, •reaux> was a sacral name used in sylvane 

s,, eries.I ' .'̂ Port 'na,v °Gse controversies about details of lesser
kfige o£llae > hut the proof has long been overdue that the
l°tvin 110A contains no more grains of truth than the

” oowii of the walls of Jericho._ P E R C Y  G . R O Y .

lue ......
1Jri ^  . * hue of the statue ot c iu ...
Ptoap 'k on y to Calvary, in preparation for the outdoor

At m0n kke following Sunday.W * 6 ceremony were present various members of the
nobility, eight goveniment ministers, military

,\{(S' soldiers, and many more o f the faithful. 
k it|1 G' the statue had been washed in Holy Water, the 
lf|;‘iit|< SS Torres placed on its shoulders the brocade 
Pfe!se e’ embroidered in gold by her fair hands, and 
W !  (<k "cc.ording to tradition, by the liead of herMe,ii

HIIUij .. .
agent,, . C. Pritchard, have m-—. 
customers.Giving away 60,000 silver crosses; packets of tea would 
have been more helpful. Distributing 100,000 copies of See,
meaning when in doubt, see Dr. Wand about it.Further related, that the Church had an income of 
£3,000,000, with a staff of 41 bishops, 63 assistant bishops, 
12,588 vicars, and 5,384 curates. This is a grand total ol 
18,076 eating their heads off and not sufficient customers to 
keep them occupied. What a help it  would be for our export
drive, helping down the mines.-—Yours, etc.,V ic t o r  A. Webb.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON—Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath.)—Sunday, 12 noon: Air. F. A. R idley. (Highbury

Corner) 7 p.m.: Air. F. A. R idley." — "V, N.S.S. (Alar1'1“ Arch, Hyde Park)—  ~ ^  P»OE.
Heatn.;—w—  _ ----Coiner) 7 p.m.: Mr. I' . 2\. »̂idley.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park). 
Sunday, 6 p.m. Alessrs. E. Bryant, F. W ood and E. Page.

LONDON—IndoorTT~u T?pd Lion Squart ■\r,

S ir a ed> according to traumw., ,.o 

1'1 a ’' ŝ atue of Christ was carried to the H igh Altar 
I Alî ’ n̂ er special prayers and the singing of. the 
I ¡̂thfyjreie ' ’ B was exposed for the veneration of the

V ^ s pressef] forward to kiss the torn, bleeding
0 . Christ, that poor knee on which He had fallen 

lr" “° When, however, it was the turn o f the —“*it to the altar, unscrewed -raa one
°f. Ghrist, that poor kucc —

I Mii]jf J,,nes. When, however, it was the turn 
' ■ ̂ '¡st\*° b ',Ss iG a sacristan went to tile altar, unscrewed

s plaster leg and proceeded to screw a gold one 
- ”  “vnlained one of thea -I Place.H i 'St a niatter of hygiene,’ ’ explained one of the

q,, Priests, as he saw the surprised look on my face, 
next Sunday the statue, raised high, was carried

kl’ l̂i the streets of Lisbon.■’ — -f  Jesus, wa° there in n skv-blue cloak- i - w ,  witl

Sunday, 6 p.m. iucssi“.LONDON—Indoor
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 

W .('.l).—Sunday, 11 n.m.: “  War and Peace,”  Afr.
A rchibald R obertson, ALA.COUNTRY—Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Alarket Place).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: 

Air. .1. Clayton.Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway).—Sunday, 
6-30 p.m. Air. H. Day.Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: 
Messrs. Winter, W hitaker and Barker.Manchester Branch'N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m.:
Messrs. K ay, Broady, Billing.Alersevside Branch N.S.S. (Ranelagh Street (bombed site) 
Liverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: Air. AV. Parry. 

Nottingham Branch N.S.S. (Market Square).—Sunday
7-30 p.m. : Air. T. AI. Mosley.Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m.
Air. A. S a m m s  and others.

A S K

■ V  ¿ . " ’•th white sinning stars, .m uj ... _ lene,
I ¡H i' ' cdt’ black hair falling loose over her shoulders, 
i "ijr,, J*8 copiously; hands of angels carrying on trays 

morns and nails and even the sponge and gall with

is m —

YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY 
TO SHOW

FREETHINKER
* —*•“<! on application

T),; —........' next Sunday-the sbuiuv, .-  
\.USn the streets of Lisbon.'k p H ' Mother of Jesus, was there in a sky-blue clonk’‘'J "itli white shining stars. Alary Magdalene, with TH E F R E t l r i i « ' . - -

lhi“L blnek hair falling loose over her shoulders. 1 .’ * o„r,eis carrying on trays Special rates on application
' —» w-ith
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H I S T O R I C A L  AND I N F O R M A T I V E

T H E  E V O L U T I O N
O F  T H E

PA PA C
A. It i <11 e y

Author of
“ Julian, the Apostate,” “ The Jesuits," etc.

A clear exposition of the origins of Roman Catholicism 
as a world power and the part it has played in history
In stiff cover, 8o pages With an appendix of fu ll list of Popes

Price l/- Postage lid

S p e c i a l l y  S e l e c t e d  Essays
Chapman Cohen

•

E S S A Y S  I H  

F R E E T I I I A K I A G
in Four Volumes

by

Each C ontains  
160 Pages

Single 2,6 
The Four V olumes 10/-

THE AGE OF REASON
By THOMAS PAINE

The book that has survived over a century of abuse 
and misrepresentation.

Includes a critical introduction and life by Chapman 
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration plaque 
subscribed by American soldiers in this country.

230 pages.1 Price, doth, 3s. Paper, 2s. Postage 3d.

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS
Aii Anthology for Freethinkers
William Kent, F.S.A.

. . .  an antidote, as the items collected from writers 
major and minor, all have a tonic quality

L IT E R A R Y  G V ID l

William Kent, depressed by the Morning Radio “  T'ft 
up your Hearts! ”  comes back pugnaciously with Lift UP 
your Heads

J O H N  O ’LON DON

This acid collection should be salutary and stimulating 
reading for Christians and Non-Christians alike

f o r w a r d

This seems to me to be excellent reading
M A R JO R IE  BO W E "

400 Quotations from 167 Authors 
Fully Indexed and Classified

From all Booksellers
Cloth 5s. Postage 3d.________ Paper 3s.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
By G. W . FOOTE and W . P. BALL 

Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethln 
and inquiring Christians

9th edition. 2nd printing. 176 pages.
Price 3 s ., Cloth only. Postage 2kd.

From all Booksellers or direct from
P I O N E E R  PRESS

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press (G. W. Foote and Company Limited), 41, dray's Inn Road, London, W.C. 1.


