
S u n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  23, 1949

T H E

FREETHINKER
funded 1881 Editor : CHAPMAN COHEN

V°l- LXIX.— Xo, 4 r  REGISTERED AT THE GENERAL"] 
L POST OFFICE AS A NEWSPAPERj Price Threepence

VIEWS AND OPINIONS
Athele,srn in History
h/ | * ̂ i s  that philosophy which asserts the universe
I ,Jti 1 self-caused ”  and self sufficient, in distinction 
0?  1 ,t,lom Agnosticism, which “  leaves the question 
J>tiU ’ as regards the existence or non-existence of “ final
auses,” and from Theism, which positively ascribes the 
t̂venfe to the creative activity of a personal god or 

^ • Pantheism represents a nondescript category 
' “ cli, may perhaps be defined as a form of atheism that 
j *es religious terminology, or, in the words of Schopen- 
‘lUer, us “  an easy going wav of .gettting rid of god.’ ’ 
I-sing the word atheism in the above sense, the philo- 

"̂l1 *y which it represents is very ancient and goes hack
II ;l period probably older than anv of our contemporarv

^ligions. ’
( Even the Hindu “  Old Testament ’ ’ the Vedas, refer 
.? contemporary sceptics who denied the existence of 
1, !.i S°‘H  an<l the later Upanishads (of doubtful date, 
E'diaps u,c, 700) interpret the Vedic theology in a. pan- 

'eistic sense and banish the Hindu divinities of the 
'" ’Pillar creed to the realm of illusion.

I he world religions of Buddhism and Jainism, which 
,Ul,Se in India about 500 11.c., may perhaps he dubbed as 
| gnostic rather than atheistic, but neither acknowledge 
j11','thing that can b© called God. Buddha appears to 
¡■ive anticipated Herbert Spencer’s doctrine of the

unknowable. ”
Jhit prior to the rise of Buddhism, the still existing 

‘ jinkhya philosophy of Kapilu was atheistic: as was 
s°  that little known but extraordinarily interesting 
10°1 of atheistic and materialistic Indian thinkers 

mown as the Charvaka, who aggressively denounced 
Eigion as fraud in the style later adopted by Voltaire, 

‘"'d of whom we would gladly know more. (Charvnkn 
!®e>ns< to l iave been an historical character prior to
mddhism.)
India had no monopoly of atheism in the Ancient East. 
'u' ancient, but still existing Chinese cults of Luo Tse 

'inil Confucius which arose in China about the same time 
,ls Buddhism in India were, respectively, pantheistic and 
'.‘gnostic rather than atheistic, but gods are superfluous 
111 both systems. And at least one ancient Chinese philo
sopher, Yang Chu, was positively atheistic.

Amongst the ancient Hebrews, one originally atheistic 
‘look, hut now very much interpolated, managed some- 
now to find its way into the sacred Canon of the Old 
‘ nstament. The eminent Orientalist, Morris Jastrow has 
demonstrated that the original text of Ecclesiastes con
tinued no mention of God, the present theistic references 
!ll’e subsequent rabbinical interpolations, and whilst Job 
does not question the existence of God, he introduces 
"in as a figure of fun who gets thoroughly worsted in the 

diyument. So much for the “  naturally religious
Jews.

Amongst the classical Greeks and Homans, the Greek 
atomists, of whom Democritus was the greatest, virtually 
excluded the gods, but we do not know whether they 
were formally atheistic. Christianity saw to it that then- 
writings have not survived, just as Hinduism suppressed 
the atheistic criticisms of the Chavaka. Theodorus of 
Gyrene was one of the few ancient Greeks known, to 
have denied the existence of the gods. Epicureanism 
was free-thinking but not, at least, formally atheistic: 
its gods anticipated the present-day British Constitu
tion: they reigned over, but did not govern the Universe.

During the millenium of medieval Catholicism (c. 50,0- 
1500) Atheism lived a persecuted subterranean existence 
only fitfully illuminated by the fires of the stake. But 
it existed none the less. At least one famous Medieval 
monarch Frederick Hohenstaufen (“  The Antichrist ’ ’—  
1104-1250) was suspected of atheism, and the illegal 
works of the heretical pantheistic thinkers such as 
Averroes circulated widely in both the Mohammedan 
East and the Christian West.

The Renaissance saw the revival of Atheism, first of’, 
all in Italy. Such during philosophers as Pietro Poni- 
ponazzi, Giordano Bruno and Benedict Spinoza, whilst, 
no doubt for security reasons, continued to use the term 
“  God,”  were essentially atheistic in their fundamental 
ideas. From the- days of the great Renaissance thinkers 
down to our own day, the stream of atheistic thought 
has flowed ever more strongly. Such names as Mealier, 
Diderot, and the “  Encyclopaedists ”  in the eighteenth 
century, and Bradlaugh, Haeckel, Marx, Feurbach, and 
John Mi. Robertson in the nineteenth century are repre
sentative names.

Modern Atheism however, differs from its classical and 
Medieval prototypes in one important respect, it is to
day a mass movement. In ancient Buddhist India and 
in Roman Epicureanism there is, perhaps, some analogs 
with the popular atheism of modern times. But in the 
main, prior to the French Revolution, Atheism was almost 
exclusively an affair of the educated minority. The 
nineteenth century was the first’ century to witness the 
widespread circulation of atheistic ideas amongst the, 
until then, illiterate masses.

A contemporary corollary of this intellectual expansion 
of Atheism was the simultaneous rise of powerful politi
cal movements which were anti-clerical and often 
atheistic in their ideology. Freemasonry in the era of 
the French Revolution, and Marxism and Anarchism in 
modern Europe are striking examples of such associa
tions of ideas. That Atheism can now be suppressed by 
force as it was bv Catholicism at the end of the Ancient 
World, seems most unlikely. The modern diffusion of 
knowledge has now spread too far for any modern Inquisi
tion to extirpate it.

It is precisely here that modern Atheism has oppor
tunities (denied to its earlier predecessors. For the 
atheism of, say,. Antiquity was confined to the exclusive 
educated minority It left the slaves to the Christians,
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and Christianity vanquished classical Rationalism pre
cisely because the slaves represented the great majority 
of the inhabitants of the Ancient world.

There is her® an urgent moral for modern Atheism. It 
is social conditions that ultimately determine the fortune 
of ideas. The progressive enlightenment of the masses 
is the prior condition for the world victory of Atheism. 
The struggle for Atheism is now inseparable from the 
concurrent struggle for Social Justice and for Intellec
tual Freedom.

F. A). RIDLEY.

IN MEMORY OF LEONARD HOBHOUSE

SEVERAL eminent publicists have contributed to the 
“  Hobhouse Memorial Lectures,”  1934-1040 (Oxford 
University Press, 1048, 10s. 6d.), concerning themes in 
which the late Professor L. T. Hobhouse was deeply 
interested. The social and economic sciences were his 
favourite studies and, justly enough, the late J. A. 
Hobson opened these lectures with a discourse on 
Social Equality. Hobhouse and Hobson were earnest. 
Humanists, consequently, the latter’s address was 
purely rationalistic in character. Yet, while welcoming 
our many improvements, both mental and moral, 
Hobson, speaking just prior to the recent World War, 
reminds us that “  our time is clouded by a disillusion
ment and disappointment with the inadequacy of past 
procedures. Even among those physical sciences where 
a generation ago complete confidence in method and 
laws prevailed, we see an almost craven abandonment 
ol the very, instrument of reason itself, while 
'philosophers and religious leaders are engaged in 
endeavouring to reinstate mind or purpose in cosmic 
¡.ml in human history so as to liberate us from tin 
crushing burden of determinism that gave no scope to 
the creative impulse which man recognises in himself 
and imputes to nature.” To this aspect of thought 
Hobhouse to some extent subscribed, but his chief 
objective was the liberation of the human mind from 
the thraldom of tradition, with the establishment of a 
volunary co-operative community in which the art of 
living became most completely developed.

Professor Myers, the psychologist’s address, on “  The 
Absurdity of any Mind Body Relation ”  is intensely 
interesting. In conjunction with Hobhouse he con
ducted important investigations on the mental powers 
of cats, monkeys,, elephants and other animals. And in 
his essay he rejects ¡ill theories relating to human 
consciousness and volition which separate mind from 
bodily functioning. He avers: “  There is no separable 
or vital force; and the mental must he regarded as 
identical with the vital. The only distinction that 
remains is between the living or the mental on the one 
hand, and the lifeless or non-mental on the other hand, 
in which no directing activity is present, no struggle for 
existence, no individuality, and hence no life or mind.

Mr. J. L. Hammond’s lecture on ‘ ‘ The Growth of 
Common Enjoyment ”  is of the excellent quality one 
would expect from the mouth of the part author o| 
several important works dealing with the Industrial 
Revolution. His ideal social structure is that in which 
the amenities of life will he available to all serviceable 
citizens. “  We are trying,”  he states, Y to build up 
a civilisation in which the want of money shall not eut 
people off from the pleasures and interests of a civilised 
society. We no longer regard leisure, music, picture 
galleries, good literature and other amenities as specially 
renewed for the rich. The line drawn between rich and

poor does not separate them sharply, .as it did a cental) 
ago, by the range and character of their pleasure»-^ 
This, he regards as a veritable revolution, which brmifj 
the modern Demos within the range of the citizens 11 
ancient ' Athens who appreciated and applauded t a 
plays of the immortal Attic dramatists both in con'ei- 
¡md tragedy.

Certainly, the distinguished historian Rostovtzeff, 
like his predecessor, Hume, questions whether * ll' 
spread of culture would sustain civilisation. The fovnlt!1 
considers that the collapse of Roman culture coinci 
with increased popular education, ltostovtzeff inquires-

Is not every civilisation bound to decay ¡is soon as 1 
penetrates the masses’.’”  Hammond remains uncoil̂  
vinced by this gloomy suggestion and, while regrettnL 
that art is given so spare a place in our education;1 
system, he claims that “  we can make a happier sock .' 
to-day when our industrial supremacy is gone than ' ' l 
ever created when we boasted that we were the "Oi ' 
shop of the world.”  .

Erof. Mannheim’s address: “ Rational and lrration11 
Elements in Contemporary Society ”  is entirely E'tl 
Irom metaphysical assumptions. Herbert Spencer 
inquired ¡is to who is to examine the examiners 111 
educational tests. And, ns Mannheim reminds h1* 
leaders, we live in an age of unsolved problems and h' 
leaves them to decide whether they prefer to ask-

Who plans the planner?”  or to inquire: “  Which wt 
the existing groups will plan us?”

Dr. Ginsberg’s essay “  The Unity of Mankind ”  dis
misses. with scant ceremony the racial theories, stil 
widely accepted, which exalt certain selected stocks above 
all others. “ The problem of the role of race in the history 
of humanity is so complex and its discussion has been 
obscured by so main political passions and prejudices 
that there is little that can lay claim to scientific 
certainty.”  While all authorities accept Darwin's con
clusion that men, apes and monkeys are descended fronj 
a common ancestor, there remains a divergence 01 
opinion among experts ¡is to the precise origin of modern 
mankind, some, indeed,, regarding the problem n” 
insoluble.

Prof. Dawes Hicks’ contribution to the symposium, 
“  Thought and Real Existence,”  is a notable survey 
and criticism of Lotze, Kant and other metaphysicians- 
Dr. Stocks’ address on Materialism in Politics, despite 
IT. J. Tj. 's— presumably Prof. Laski’s— priiise of the 
lecturer as a leading intellectual light of the Labour 
Party, is of little account Materialism has been slain 
many times, yet the late Dr. Stocks found it more 
alive and vigorous than ever. He claims that it offer- 
a theory of the world which is irrational. Yet 
dominates the world of science and many allege that 
contemporary laxity is mainly due to the decline 
religious influences. “  How far this may he true, 
comments Stocks, “  1 do not know, but it seems to nie 
that the modern world wants to arrest its rake’s progress 
-n two things, which are really one, a belief in the 
efficacy of ideas, and a belief in the freedom of the 
human will. This is the faith that under the spell of 
scientific materialism we are in danger of losing, and ' 
doubt whether any revival of religion could be guaranteed 
to win it buck to us.”

As was to be expected, Prof. Tawnav’s “  Thoughts 
on the Economies of Public Education ”  form an 
impressive essay which no preceptor can afford to 
neglect. This is the longest essay in the volume; 
brimful of sage reflections, and of facts. Tjiwnay con
cedes that the cost of training in economic and social 
efficiency will be great, but ¡is a public investment it
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(oil ' ni’ ^le ¡ong rum prove highly remunerative to the 
the "1Un tj'- “  Objectively regarded the preparation of 
¡'derest.1'11” '' f° 's «roong the greatest of common

m V ’’ XmnUi Toynbee’s lecture entitled “ The Downfalls 
W ' ' disations ” is both suggestive and provocative. 
T ;-e admitting that Gibbon is still the greatest of 
av w/| ¡llst°rians, lie questions his conclusion that the 
of* I ll,ow. <>f liomnn civilisation was due to the triumph 
eon/'" v ÍSm ,m<¡ religion. Toynbee, on the contrary, 
tli 't' V, tEat its decline commenced in 431 lt.c., and 
to -' r  ̂ 'e ¡dan.m Empire was merely “  a belated cure 
11 uwr hundred years of destructive warfare between 

cñv?*ehÍ!'l sti,tcs.’ ! The golden age of Greco-Roman 
lint IS!'tion’ de asserts, was not the age of the Antonines, 
<111 * 16 l1<n'io<l of Pericles in the fifth century u.c. 
J 111)11 > he avers, “  mistook an autumnal ‘ Indian 
( uinnier for the month of June.”  Moreover, the 
, '¡'se of ancient culture was occasioned, he contends,
ni-• ^  t li e barbarian invaders, or theological
cy?e»rnntisni, but by the shortcomings of its own 
lil'V 1 °n' h'hyuhee even suggests that, as recently as 
p ' A I)., the • Christian Church was in its, infancy. 
PeticjiUy enough lie wonders whether the Church is 

itu: legitimate heir of all departed civilisations. “ If 
he meditates, “  there is a bow in the cloud; and 

°ur eyes on that, we can confront with a better 
'ainige, the appalling social tribulations that may be 
lljJ 111 store, for us.”

, ’rof. Easki completes the volume under review with 
j".1 excellent essay dealing with “  The Decline of 
11 •ornlism ”  in recent years.

T. F. PALMER.

“ ATTACK UPON CHRISTENDOM ” *
'¡y  the 18th December, 1854, the Danish author and 
j'S 'ous thinker, Soren Kierkegaard, published an article 

'he periodical “  Fatherland,”  which heralded his 
1(,lent polemic against the Danish State Church. Because 

'he similarities existing between the Church of Den- 
•'urlc at that time and our own Church of England. 1 
.. *®ve that Kierkegaard’s attack is of interest and 
j.Rftificance, not only for Christians but also for l ree- 
. "iikers to-day. However, it must constantly be borne 

,niri<l that this attack was launched from within the 
aiivli, that it was not conducted in a spirit hostile to 

l‘hgion, but was, on the contrary, thought by Kierke- 
•̂ai'd to be necessary if what he conceived as “  True 

,, 'Ostianity ”  was to be saved from the wreck of a false 
authoritarian ”  church, with its paid officials who had 

'' financial interest in keeping alive a misconception of 
t| '(it Christianity is. Tt is also significant to note that 

articles and pamphlets which constituted his attack 
''''e the first of Kierkegaard's works to be translated 

(l °  Gorman, where they found a ready appeal among 
U|so hostile to religion and clerical interests.
-Although the idea of an attack- against the established 
uush State Church had been simmering in Kicrke- 

p r d ’s mind for some time and material for this attack 
i"' been accumulating in bis Journals, be held back until 

I 10 death of Jacob Mynster, Bishop of Zealand, who had 
"‘‘‘U a close friend of Kierkegaard's father, who had 
('''eparerl Kierkegaard himself for confirmation and for 

'°m he had a great admiration. Mynster died on the 
A*'h January, 1854, and the following Sunday Prof. 

(U^ensen, who was to succeed Mynster a- the Bishop of
“  Attack Upon Christendom ” —tile collected articles and 

l.'Uilpldets comprising this attack Tr. Walter Cowrie, 
11 h. O.U.P.

Hie
\v

If

Zealand, preached a service of remembrance for Mynster 
in which he referred to the dead bishop ns “ a witness to 
the truth.”  This was the occasion for which Kierke
gaard had been waiting and he wrote his first article to 
the “  Fatherland “  Was Bishop Mynster a ‘ witness 
to the truth?' one of the genuine witnesses to the 
truth— is this the truth ? ”  Mynster died 30th January, 
the article was written in February, 1854 (which was the 
date it bore when published on the 18th December of that 
year), but S.K. allowed it to lay on his desk until after 
Martensen’s appointment to the vacant bishopric lest his 
polemic should prejudice Martensen’s chances of 
preferment.

Kierkegaard had studied the New Testament and in 
answer to the question: “  What does it mean to be a 
Christian ?*’ had formulated a reply based upon the teach
ings of that book. But he also observed that the 
Christian ¡deal as portrayed by the current teachings of 
the Church was a perversion of the teachings of the New 
Testament and Kierkegaard saw the reason for such a 
perversion. Christianity is not a passport which guar
antees the holder an easy passage to heaven while at the 
same time allowing one to indulge fully in the pleasures 
and ambitions of this world. A Christian is not a man 
who attends Church on a Sunday and then forgets all 
about it until the next week. Christianity is a way of 
life which demands the total involvement of the whole 
man, neither is it an attractive way of life. In fact, 
as Kierkegaard himself states, the life demanded by the 
New Testament is repugnant to man—in his book “  Fear 
and Trembling,”  Kierkegaard describes Christianity as

a desperate way out.”  Thus men who want to fill 
their Churches—and incidentally their own pockets— are 
not going to preach such a doctrine, on the contrary, they 
are rather going to pervert those doctrines to make them 
attractive, to pretend that through Christianity one can 
get the best of both worlds, comfort and ease in this and 
eternal blessedness in the other, rather than tell the 
truth and say that Christianity demands the renuncia
tion of this world with all its glories. Furthermore, 
a man who did preach such a doctrine must himself set 
an example in renouncing the comforts of this world, an 
act repugnant, to the priests because they are preaching 
Christianity in order to make a living, in order to enjoy 
as fully as possible precisely those comforts.

Thus, in a manner befitting a “  Master of Irony ” f 
Kierkegaard attacked the idea of Christianity as preached 
by the Church. In his first article lie drew a picture of 
the true witness to the truth. Such a man “ . . . in 
poverty witnesses to the truth—in poverty, in lowliness, 
in abasement, and so is unappreciated, hated, abhorred, 
and then derided, insulted, mocked—his daily bread he 
did not always have, so poor was he, but the daily bread 
of persecution be was richly provided with every day 
. . . A witness to the truth . . .  is scourged, mal
treated. dragged from one prison to the other and then at 
last . . . crucified, beheaded or burnt, . Are men such 
as Bishop Mynster, who live in luxury, have an assured 
income, aro universally respected, die in their beds and 
have a service of remembrance preached for them 
“  Witnesses to the truth? ”

Kierkegaard warns the people to “  Beware of the 
Priests ”  and not (o expect to hear Christianity preached 
by them. The priests want to see men . . kept in 
the state which he understands as that of a, Christian, 
a sheep good for shearing, an inoffensive mediocrity.”  
Kierkegaard wrote in a style designed to he understood

t 8.K. submitted a thesis on “  The Concept of Irony ”  for 
liis Master's Degree, and in his hook “  The Point of View ’ ’ ho 
referred to himself as 11 The Master of Irony.”
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by even tlie most simple (a style which sharply contrasts 
with liis earlier works, which are extremely difficult to 
read), and in order to continue his polemic published a 
series of pamphlets, “  The Instant,”  which were widely 
read and commented upon. Kierkegaard himself died 
in 1855 and the final pamphlet, No. 10, was published 
after his death. He incurred the rancour of the priests 
— and his own brother, a bishop, was one of them— but 
he did enjoy a tremendous popular appeal. It may be 
objected that his attack was too one-sided, too bitter and 
prejudiced. That is-so, but just as the minute organisms 
which attack the human body have to be studied under 
the microscope in order to understand them better for 
preventing and curing the diseases which they cause, so 
did Kierkegaard magnify and show in all its horribleness 
tlie canker which is gnawing at the heart of society. True, 
Kierkegaard was doing this in the interest of something 
which we as Freethinkers may oppose, may even regard 
as the canker itself, nevertheless, by virtue of our very 
position—FREEth inkers—we can to a great extent ally 
ourselves with a. man who is protesting at an “  unauthori- 
tative ”  foisting of doctrine upon the mass of people and 
agree with his idea that religion is a matter for each and 
every individual, something which each individual has to 
work out for himself, a. battle of the solitary individual 
towards his own salvation.

L. W. SMITH.

DIALOGUE BETWEEN A PRIEST AND A 
DYING MAN

(Written at Vincennes prison in July 17S2; first pub
lished hi/ Stendhal et Die, Paris, 1027.)

The P r ie s t : So you do not believe in God?
T he D ying M an : No. For a very simple reason, 

namely that it is quite impossible to believe what one 
does not understand. There should be a close relation 
between understanding and faith, for understanding is 
the chief source of faith; where there is no understand
ing, faith is dead, and those who may claim under such 
circumstances to have faith nre deceiving themselves.
I defy, you, yourself, to believe in this god that you 
preach to me—for you are incapable of giving me clear 
evidence of him, you are unable to define him and con
sequently you do not understand him, and since you do 
not understand him you cannot advance me a single 
reasonable argument. In one word, everything which 
goes beyond the limit of the human mind is either a 
chimera or mere foolishness. Since your god can only 
he one or the other of these things, 1 should in the former 
case be insane to believe in him, in the latter case an 
imbecile. My friend, prove to me the inertia of matter 
and T will grant you your creator, prove to me that 
nature is not sufficient unto herself and I will allow you 
to presuppose a master. Until then, expect nothing of 
me— T am convinced only by evidence, which 1 absorb 
only through my intelligence, and where my intelligence 
is balked mv faith remains dormant. 1 believe in the 
sun because I see it; 1. think of it as the centre in which 
all nature’s inflammable matter is concentrated, and its 
regular course pleases me without astonishing me. It 
is subject! to the laws of physics, laws perhaps as simple 
as those -of electricity which, nevertheless, if is not 
given us to understand. What need have I to go further? 
After you have set up your god on top of oil this, shall 
I be. better off, or will it not require yet greater effort 
to understand the creator than to define what is created? 
Consequently, you have done me a disservice in build
ing up this chimera of yours, for you have troubled my

mind without clarifying it and I owe you hatred, " (|t 
giatjtude, lor this, 'tour god is a machine which J°11 
have constructed to serve your passions and move accon - 
i"g to their will, but it ¡¡̂  a machine which obstructs,l1.' 
own passions and 1 have smashed it. So at this moment, 
when my enfeebled heart has need of calm and 0 
soph.y, do not come to terrify it with your sophisms wl*ic1 
frighten without convincing and irritate without imp*'0' '  
mg. I his heart of mine, my friend, is what it 1*®* 
pleased nature to make it— in other words, the result 0 
those impulses which nature has chosen to implant 1,1 
me following her precepts and needs; and since she neef" 
vices as much as virtues, she has impelled me toward  ̂
vices when it has pleased her, or if she has require 
\ utues she has inspired in me the desires for these a*1*
1 have surrendered to such instincts. Nature’s laws a'1 
the sole cause of human inconsistency and the only P1'11' 
ciples behind her laws are her own wishes and needs-

1 he Priest : Then all is necessary in this world?
I he Dying Man : Assuredly.
I he P riest : But if all is necessary all is then reg" 

lated.
1 do not dispute that, .,

guíate all things *
I HE DYING M an

T he P riest : Who, then, can so reg...„— .... 
it be not an omnipotent and omniscient hand? ,

T he Dying M an : Does it not follow that, if fire be I"1 
to -gunpowder, the powder will burn?

The P riest : Yes.
The Dying Man : And what wisdom do you find 1,1 

that?
The P riest : None.
The Dying Man : It is possible then that there a*1 

things necessary without being wise, and possible, c‘° ' . 
sequently, that everything is derived from a prima*,' 
cause without there living either reason nor wisdom **’ 
that primary cause.

T he P r iest ; What are you aiming at?
The D y i n g  Ma n : At showing you that everything m*1-' 

be wlmt it is and what you sec it to be, without being 
guided by any wise and reasoning cause.; and forth0*' 
more, that natural effects must have natural caused 
without it being necessary to presuppose the existen*'1' 
of any antinatural cause such as your .god would he- 
This gb<l of yours would need a good* deal of explication, 
hut furnishes none; and so since your god is good *°' 
nothing he becomes perfectly useless. As there, are go°' 
grounds for supposing that what is useless is a me*'1’ 
cipher, and that a cipher represents nothingness, y°’ 
will appreciate that 1 need no reasoning to convince *'11’ 
that! your god is a chimera other than that which sho\'s 
me the extent of his uselessness.

A. I). F. DE BADE.
(Translated by S imon W atson-Tayeor.)

(To he Coni in ued)

THERE WAS ONCE—
A HF/HIAR. The World called him a worthless pn.r.asitr-, 
Kverv day he sat on a bench in the park eating dry crusts •,'* 
bread, Imt never forgetting to Iced tile, hungry birds with bp 
crumbs. They wore Ids only friends and would perch on h*** 
shoulder or eat from bis hand.

Rich and prosperous men passed by in their motor cars- 
but they were- too busy enjoying life on the- labours of others 
or robbing their fellow men in the name of big business t*1 
care whether the tramp, or the birds, lived or died.

To tin» little sparrows then wore the worthless parasites an1* 
the tramp was the rich and prosperous man.

You see, everything depends upon the point of view.
A NATURALIST. He loved nil living things. That is why hr 
captured harmless little insects and imprisoned them in gin**'’ 
bottles so that be could observe their dying agonies.

W. H, W.
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r e l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n

eTn'V  ̂ ,01 Ci.'s'011 h> listen to a broadcast to Sixth Form 
pi ¡S,sus l eulillg with the twin subjects of “  Religion and 

usophy under the sub-title “  Personality in God 
i, 1 i11- ’ ’ The lecturer, the Rev. H. II. Fanner,
exn.f* l 111 sl,L'cial pleading of the kind which might be 
im ilV ' 110111 1111 ’ "terested party who is handsomely 
To' OI l),1°l)anating certain ideas, beliefs and opinions.

" ‘hid, it is preposterous that he should be per- 
¡lv l( to projiound as established truth and fact, the 
„i,!"1 ,t*cal propositions which lie was obliged to admit 

t,;i.,' |tc incapable of proof or substantiation.
, 11 ')a the function of the B.B.C. Fdncation Depart-
( ¡\" to develop the critical faculties of our future 
,ui X| S<> these future citizens should be clear- 
: J." ' 1 • practical, and free from misconceptions, pre 
L>(i ICes and superstitions, why is not some other qualified 

"f'thmalist permitted the same facilities in the same 
"r1 '"nnte as the reverend gentleman to dissect and to 
\\v\ to the Rev. II. 11. Farmer’s specious argument'.’

'.v is not someone allowed to point out the obvious 
. 'l('K's of the Rev. Farmer's analogy in using the
|! 'quality of “  my friend Smith ”  to explain what the 

''• Tanner calls the Personality of God? My friend 
.,lll,a is a man, oft. 11 ins', tall, Fist. lOlbs. in weight, 

si tl|L| carriage and military bearing; he has square 
<M|alers, thick dark hair, brown eyes, a ruddy com- 

] 1 NIo,!> wears size 15 in collars and size 8 in boots; he 
\,!|i 11 t°h> a wife, two charming kiddies, of which lie’s 
a | l )IOU(t and fond ; smokes a pipe, drinks a glass of 
j I and then, lives in a house, eats and drinks, talks 
liill' mgenth on many subjects, plays a useful game of 
(|( lai’ds, a fair hand at cards and reasonably well at chess, 
a " ’ ’Uioes and draughts; he’s a quite‘respectable citizen,

( evoted husband, a fond father, a reasonably con- 
jii'cutious worker, a loyal workmate, a genial companion, 
il" "I I-round good sport. Taken all round, he’s a very 
! 1 cent sort of fellow and a chap to be trusted and relied 
11""1- If he were not he wouldn’t he my friend Smith.

'"ow my friend Smith so well that 1 would wager to 
y(lt!|i him out of a crowd of 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000 or 
•. MX)0 people by his general appearance, his manner and 
j s 'Dannerisms, his voice and general bearing. I should 
a'c  no difficulty in recognising him in a brand new suit.

I low can the personality of such a man as this be used 
describe the “  personality ”  of a something which the 

Farmer calls by the name of God, but hasn’t des- 
, J,,d or defined'.’ How can personality be associated 

'hh that which is not a person? What exactly and 
I"ceisely in simple terms is this thing, or phenomenon, to 

ll(,h the "Rev. Farmer gives the name, or title, God? 
does he define “  it ”  as a person? If “  it ”  is 

a<’t a person, lioyv can it have a personality? Iloyy docs 
a‘ Rev. Farmer establish as FACT tint miraculous birth, 

i perfect life, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection and 
, Ascension of the legendary figure pictured in the Ncyv 

°stainent and noyv referred to as .Tesus Christ and the 
'' ’'elation of this thing called God through this same 
’■w'siis Christ?

Tiiiiee hearing this broadcast, 1 have listened 
10 the later schools talk in the Evolutionary Scries 

the subject “  Iloyv Things Begun ”  under the 
uh-tit;.' “  Brain, Eye and Hand,”  which I have 

•ouiid interesting, informative, practical, constructive 
''fid, in fact, everything which the earlier talk was 
"fit. L am entirely at a loss to understand 
'•fid/or to reconcile an educational policy which 
l’l'escribes tyvo such talks for schools within the space of 
h'o hours on the same day. Tt is to be hoped that those

yvho heard the first talk were also allowed to hear the 
second and it is opined that those yvlio did listen to the 
practical commonsense and logical presentation of the 
second, will, as a natural consequence, challenge, criticise 
and ultimately reject the mystical imagery and hypo
thetical fiction of the first.

Even so, it is profoundly regrettable that the B.JJ.C. 
should sponsor and confer its apparent approval and 
authority upon the debatable and unverifiable pronounce
ment of the Rev. Farmer and should allow' such to pass 
unchallenged, H. DAY.

A NEW CHRIST MYTH
I BEG to endorse the statement regarding the position 
in India by Air. Venkatadri in your issue of November 28. 
All the noise that is being made about the secular 
character of the Indian State is just cover for the 
building up of the biggest Theocratic State that ever 
existed in human history. All the power and the 
prestige that the leaders command is derived solely 
from the charm that the name of .Mahatma Gandhi still 
exercises over the masses of illiterate and ignorant 
people. We have in India, before our very eyes, the 
groyvth of a new Christ myth, the Saviour who was 
crucified, and a Church usurping the functions ot 
Government. India to-day suffers from the most hope
less mix-up of religion and politics that ever was. Here 
is an extract from the “  Mail,”  a daily newspaper 
published from Madras, giving the report of a Press 
Conference held by Mr, Ramaswami Reddiar, the Prime 
Minister of a territory with a population of sixty 
millions:—

M adras, December 22.
”  The Premier of .Madras to-day at his first Press 

conference for tyvo months—he has not been well— 
when asked about the food situation expressed 
concern at the failure of the monsoon. He added 
that the more wicked people became nature also 
failed in her operations.

He attributed the failure of the monsoon to the 
growing wickedness of the people.

Speaking at Vellore on June 27 this year the 
Premier said: ‘ The failure of the rains should 
make them think that it is also in a yvay due to the 
excessve sins committed by the people. In olden 
days there were at least three days’ rain in a month, 
because it was believed that people were virtuous.’

It is true there is a tradition in our country that there 
should be three days of rain every month if people arc 
virtuous. But the proviso applies to the Government 
as yvell as to the people, so much so that in the olderl 
days yvhenever the rains failed, the king, who was 
ahvays the embodiment of virtue, went out on a pro
cession ; tfnd the skies on sight of the sacred body of 
the king were reminded of their duty and yielded up the 
rains hitherto withheld. Why the Premier and his 
lieutenants, who have succeeded to the holiness of the 
Mahatma and should he presumed to be free from all 
yy ickedness, do not march out under the skies nnd bring 
doyvn the rains passes the understanding of the man in 
the street—probably due to his wickedness.

This extract yvill shoyy your readers what the people 
of Independent India are in for. It should give food for 
thought for Rationalists in England like Lord Chorley. 
yvho in his address at the annual meeting of the 
Rationalist Press Association in July hist claimed kin
ship with the religious spirit of Mahatma Gandhi.

S. RAMANATHAN.
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ACID DROPS

When it suit« Dr. Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
England is a Christian country, and when it does not 
suit him, then England is no longer a Christian country; 
in fact, the only consistency about Dr. Fisher is ibis 
inconsistency. He deplores the “  serious decline in 
truthfulness and honesty ”  which, so we are told, ad 
nauseam, are Christian virtues, yet if the statement 
that truthfulness and honesty are declining is true, the 
Archbishop, to be logical, ought to blame Christianity, 
but then “  no fisherman cries stinking fish.”

We conducted a private “  Gallup poll " the other day, 
in order to find out whether the statement by Mr. 1!. 
Trueblood, that schoolchildren prefer the Bible to “ Penny 
Bloods ’ ’ is true. Readers will not be surprised to know 
that of the six schoolchildren questioned, three pre
ferred Dick Barton, one Sexton Blake, one Paul Temple 
and one had no opinion, except that he thought us mad 
to ask questions. The Bible most certainly describes 
some particularly bloody affairs, but we wager that Dick 
Barton interests more adults (as well as children) than 
General Joshua.

Belfast was the scene of extraordinary religious fervour 
when protests, were made against the new Grammar 
School syllabus of religious instruction at Wellington 
Hall. Thousands were reported to have signed a peti
tion to the Minister of Education that the Syllabus should 
be withdrawn because it attacks the “  reliability of the 
Scriptures." Belfast parents still want their children 
to be taught in schools that Adam and Eve were histori
cal characters, and even that the Garden of Eden had 
an exact geographical location which the Syllabus, i| is 
said, questions. Plenty of work ahead for Belfast Free
thinkers.-

A terrific and momentous decision was taken by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury the other day. At the insist
ence of Mr. Peter Winckworth, Dr. Fisher agreed to 
change the title page of the Shorter Prayer Book from 
“  according to the use of the Church of England ”  to 
“  The Shorter Prayer Book, being an abbreviated form 
of the book of Common Prayer with some additional 
matter." This now satisfies Mr. Winckworth, the 
“  Church Times,”  the "  higher ups ”  of the Church of 
England and of course God Almighty. What joy now 
must there be among the angels in Heaven I

The angelic influence of an English Christmas does 
nob appear to have extended to Germany for the “ Church 
Times ’ ’ quotes a letter from a young soldier serving 
there who wrote, “  Christmas here is most unpleasant. 
Rather like a pagan Bacchanalia. Most of the personnel 
in barracks have been continuously drunk since last, night, 
from officers downwards. They come crawling into the 
barrack rooms and sick it- all up. Add to which a more 
liberal sprinkling of contraceptives than usual. My 
barrack room literally stinks." Needless to say the 
Archbishop of Canterbury assured all parents with serv
ing sons in Germany that they “  are being well looked 
after.”

From January 18 to 25 there is to be a week of prayer 
for Christian unity, (hid knows that it is necessary. 
There seems to be no end of holy dissension in the various 
Christian sects and Churches with the Roman one claim
ing to be not only the oldest but the most reliable firm 
of Jehovah and Co, in the business. Days of prayt ■

January 28, 1940

chinng the war were.almost always followed by disaster; 
spoke1"5 S°1Ue ° f tlle I)rayeit'-mongers will be sorry they

1 lie Tory “  Recorder "  which published recently Ll" 
impudent forgery purporting to be a description of "  °U1 
Lord as it by someone who knew him has received ‘j 
number of congratulations from pious readers delight®® 
that it was published. We are nob surprised. Christiff1’* 
who can swallow the fain tales of the New Testament 
as  ' Gospel Truth ’ ’ can swallow anything; and papL'|S 
like the “  Recorder ’ ’ are only too happy to pander t° 
such readers.

I’he, Rev, If. Biukley endeavours to answer the qU®s' 
tion “  who destroys religion? ”  But in three f?11̂  
columns of the “  Christian World he only informs 118 
about who does not destroy religion. Neither Scientists 
nor Freethinkers, nor ^Voltaire, nor Ingersoll, not eve” 
Bradlaugh can destroy -it, in fact opposition ol' - 
strengthens if. Freethinkers seem to be on the wroDo 
track, we had better change our tactics. But perba|,s 
we had better leave it to Rev. H. Bicklev, B.D. (tl>e 
abbreviation perhaps stands for balderdash.)

\\ e commend to the Rector of Hesketh Bank, Mr. A. 1 ■ 
Thorne, and his wife, a quotation from their 
fetish book, “ . . . but the greatest of these is Charity, 
Perhaps they will think over it when seated 1,1 
their comfortable Rectory whilst their erstwhile tenant 
are lining up to sign on the Housing list. The Recto1 
has given his tenants notice to quit because he cannot 
stand their babies crying. We strongly suspect however 
that the real reason is another instance of “  Christian 
tolerance, for the Rector’s wife could not resist saying t" 
a “  Daily Mirror ’ ’ reporter, "  Do you know we have 
found out that our tenants are Roman Catholics."

Well, well. Protestants need not despair. With such 
doughty fighters for the Lord, the Papists will not advance 
in Lancashire, if Air. and Mrs. Thorne would like 11 
few more quotations from the good Book, we will be happ) 
to oblige. Jesus was particularly fond of children, so W® 
are told. He is supposed to have said, “  Whoso 
receivetli one such little child, receiveth me,”  and 
“  suffer little children to come unto m e." But perhaps 
in Airs. Thorne’s opinion, J.C. did not mean Roman 
Catholic children.

“  Laymen must sell Christianity ’ ’ declared Sir John 
Shaw, R.N., at a conference in Chertsey. We are moved 
to ask what is wrong with the professional salesmen, oV, 
the goods, that it, has got to be pushed? The old firm 
has been in business since the year 1, it has branches 
all over the world, its advertising department has 
included some of the world’s most famous names, if 
publishes every year millions of catalogues and adver
tising matter (the figure reached millions, anyway-, 
according to the British and Foreign Bible Society). 
Even the B.B.C. advertises it every day, and yet Sir 
John wants laymen to start selling.

£5,000 isi to be set aside for the purchase of religious 
books for use in the Schools by the) Lancashire Education 
Committee. We hope Lancashire Freethinkers will not 
let this pass without a protest. If the system of Local 
Government makes any pretence of Democracy, we could 
ask, how would the Lancashire Education Committee 
like it if we insisted that they should also buy £5,000 
of anti-religious books? What about the “ Age of 
Reason ’ ’ for a start?
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“THE FREETHINKER”
T-i . 41, Gray’s Inn Road,
telephone No. : Holborn 2601. London, W.C. 1.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

' Hie Freethinker.”  — F. Greene (Dublin), £1. In 
euiory of Edward Payne, 5s.

F und N.S.S.—The General Secretary gratefully 
Yi;ii10w ®dges tile following donations : Mr. and Mrs. S- 
11 o ’ T- A. Skeate, £1 Is .; \X. Hawley, 10s.;

drown, £ 1  is.
In' Holeman— Thanks. We may act upon your suggestion 
p h'djlisli F. A. Ridley's articles on tile “  Evolution of the 
*->paey”  as a pamphlet.

f°r literature should he sent to the Business Manager 
‘ the Pioneer Press, 41, Gray's Inn lload, London, W.C.l, 

and not to the Editor.
wli^iC scrvtccs °f the National Secular Society in connection 
. -h  Secular Burial Services are required, all communica- 
lpns should he addressed to the Secretary, 11. H. Bosctti, 

utviuff as i0Ug 1l0tice as possible.
*1® Fkisethinkeb will he forwarded direct from the Publisli- 

0 Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad): One 
Jcur, 17s.; half-year, 8s. 6d.; three-months, 4s. 4d.
''clnre Notices should reach the Office by Friday morning.

SUGAR PLUMS
, ,^'e timing >hall reserved for the N.S.S. Annual 
0 at the Criterion Restaurant should he well filled 
111 Saturday evening, January 29. Tickets have gone 
^'y Well and there have been many expressions of 
1wisunt anticipations of this first Annual Dinner since 

outbreak of the wpr. Diners arc reminded that the 
11 ranee to the Banquet Rooms is at 24, Lower Regent

I ^,e are publishing this week the first part of a trails* 
‘"don hy Mr. S. Watson-Tuylor of the .Marquis de 
1 ude s “  Dialogue ” —one of his many Atheistic attacks 
111 religion and one not very well known. Though it 
' ' ils published in France 22 years ago, a translation by 
IUl»Uel Putnam had appeared in America earlier this 

Century made from the, as then, unpublished manu- 
^ript." Do Hade wps a fine forceful writer whose 
sreatuess has too long been obscured by his ‘ ‘ sexology.

headers in the Woodford (Essex) district can attend 
debate in tile Memorial Hall, South Woodford, on 

,. 'ui’sday evening, January 27, between Miss Ruby 
Bois, F.R.A.S., and the Rev. H. Hunter on 

•'theism v. Christianity.”  Admission is free and the 
U1' );lte begins at 7-30. Miss Tu’Bois is a member of 
I 1,1 X.S.S. and her very pointed letters are often to 
I ” St-‘en in the local press. The debate is to be followed 
•*’ ft Brains Trust.

y F, a Ridley lectures for the Merseyside Branch 
v'h'S. to-day (January 23), in the Coopers Hall, Shaw 

' ‘‘et, Liverpool, on “  The World Strategy of Political 
Dltl>olicism,”  at 7 p.m. Merseyside readers can help 
• 'nuking Mr, Ridley’s visit and subject known.

“ A RATIONALIST ENCYCLOPAEDIA”

I.
THOSE of us who have been in the Freethought move
ment for many years must, from time to time, have cast 
an anxious glance at our ever increasing library of 
Rationalist books. The old days of spacious many- 
roomed houses have gone, perhaps for ever, and many of 
us must be content with either very small ones, or even 
smaller flats—and in each case books become a veritable 
problem. Yet we are forced to be right up to date in our 
war with religion, and that means, not just a busty glance 
at a library book, but books to study, to “  live ”  with. 1 
can give no adequate answer to the problem, for buying 
books becomes, to some of us, a necessity— we simply 
cannot let this one or that go by, we may never have the 
chance of getting it again. 1 fancy a, good many book- 
lovers will know what I mean. I can only say that 1 
have often regretted not buying some volume forthwith 
when 1 had the chance; that chance never has come 
again.

That is why some sort of Freethouglit encyclopaedia 
became more and more a vital necessity. We. wanted a 
book, just one volume, containing the essentials of 
Freethought; and where to go if we wanted to enlarge our 
knowledge on any particular aspect of a question. An 
American publication entitled, “  A Handbook of Free- 
thought,”  was almost useless. It was badly arranged, 
the author’s knowledge was quite inadequate, and in any 
case, it was out of date and out of print. But here, 
in Joseph McCabe's. “  A Rationalist Encyclopaedia ” 
(Watts, 21s. not) is the volume which is almost ideal. It 
contains 1,800 concise articles and they are right up to 
date.

Air. McCabe quotes hundreds of authorities and there 
is hardly a subject vital to Freethought which he does 
not clearly and concisely explain or comment upon. In 
addition, there are hundreds of biographies of the most 
notable men and women in the movement, past and 
present, and the names of many who have been known to 
hold Agnostic views but who never actively identified 
themselves with our cause.

Any reader, for example, who is in the smallest way 
impressed’ by the modern cry against ‘ ‘ .Materialism,” 
mostly uttered by scientists who are still in the thral
dom of the Church, or who still like to think that there 
must be “ something ’ ’ behind the phenomena in Nature 
(call it what you will, but “  God ”  is as good a term as 
any other, is generally their cry) should read the article 
on Materialism. Or there are sonic on Evolution which, 
once mastered, should enable any Freethinker to provide 
the answer to our modern anti-evolutionists.

J have picked out two of the subjects dealt with in the 
hook but l should have liked to deal literally with 
hundreds, for Mr. McCube is devastating in his criticisms 
of religious claims. Whether from the scientific or the 
literary angle he is equally destructive— and also con
structive, of course-—and the Encyclopaedia can be 
confidently consulted on all sorts of subjects— Excom
munication or Spiritualism, Lenin or Leo X, the Canon 
of Scripture or Rationalism, the Dominican Monks, 
Purgatory, the Universe, the Golden Rule, and crowds 
of others.

Many new names of famous people who have more or 
less given up religion or are unorthodox will be found 
carefully detailed, and I have been certainly astonished 
to find some included which required a wide range of 
reading to ferret out. Let me give just one example—the
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well known Victorian artist, Walter Crane. IIis confes
sion of unbelief will lie found in his “  An Artist’s 
Reminiscences,”  hut it is not many Freethinkers who 
would make a point of leading such a work, fascinating 
though it is for artists. Yet Mr. McCabe knew of it, and 
lie mentions other artists like Alma Tadeina and 
du Maurier. All the same, he omits the greatest of them 
all, the famous Spanish painter Goya— an unaccountable 
omission.

Where Mr. McCabe has to deal with facts which can 
he put down without comment, his Encyclopaedia will he 
found most invaluable; hut it was only to he expected 
that in a good many instances his own point of view 
would he stressed. It is almost impossible to write 
without bias, and particularly on some special subject. 
There are quite a number on which Mr. McCabe is 
‘ ‘ eccentric ” — to use the word with which he charac
terises Robert Taylor. (Incidentally, while lie admits 
that the “  Syntagma ”  and the “  Diegesis ”  were 
“  valuable quarries for Rationalist critics for over half-* 
century,”  he insists that Taylor’s “  quotations should be 
checked before using them.”  1 am sorry space, no doubt, 
prevented some examples of these being given. 1 have 
tested quite a number myself and found them to he 
accurate; and it should not be forgotten, that Taylor was 
fond of giving, his quotations in the original language— 
Latin, Greek, French, etc.,—rind making his own trans
lations. As he wrote his books in prison, where lie was, 
sent by a pious Christian government for “  blasphemy,”  
the marvel would be if every quotation was absolutely 
correct, not that there were so few (if any at all) which 
had to bo checked.)

As readers' will no doubt have surmised it was 
what Mr. McCabe has to say on the Jesus problem which 
particularly interested me. In my own small way. I have 
tried to deal with it in these pages and elsewhere— and 
have been obliged to cross swords with Mr. McCabe at bis 
fiery best— that is, from his side, not on the impersonal 
argument, but against personal belittlement. I am. 
however, quite unrepentant.

I have read everything on the side of those who believe 
that there was a man Jesus that I could get, and I have 
been staggered at the credulity shown by eminent 
scholars. What has amazed me also is the readiness with 
which the antimythicist will make statements for which 
there is no scrap of evidence, as far as I can judge— 
always taking care to bespatter bis work with authorities 
on points that hardly matter. It is generally the vital 
questions which should he supported by evidence and it 
is just here where proof is missing. 1 shall give one or 
two instances relied on by Mr. McCabe from Dr. I'. ( • 
Conybeare who, curiously enough, seems to he 
Mr. McCabe’s chief authority, for his name is more than 
once given as if that settled the matter. It may do for 
Mr. McCabe, but not for me.

I)r. Conybeare's work is called ”  The Historical 
Christ ”  and he tries to prove that it was ”  Christ — 
the Anointed, the Messiah, who could only be sent by- 
God—who was historical. It wag not just the man Jesus, 
but “  Jesus Christ- ”  who really lived, he claimed, and 
as far ns I have read Conybeare, lie seems to believe 
almost everything in the Gospels. lie was obliged to 
admit, of course, that the miracles may be “  myth ”  or 
at least suspect; but any writer who really believes in 
Jesus, "  the Christ,”  “  The Historical Christ,’ seems 
hardly worth arguing with. In any case, every statement 
he makes should be regarded as suspect. Mr. McCabe 
wants us to check the statements made by Robert Taylor 
— no doubt because Taylor said flatly that Jesus was a

in\tli, and was hated in consequence not only h) 
( hi istinns but by Rationalists. 1 suggest he would ha'1 
done better il lie had checked Conybeprc ; but, of course- 
he agrees with Conybeare. H. CUTNER-

t h e  s w o r d  o f  c iv il is a t io n

1111, WORLD,”  said Schopenhauer, “  is beautiful j" 
look at, but terrible in realitv,”  and ’ Win wood lleade 1,1 
his best-known work, “  The* Martydom of Man,”  aptly 
expressed, in the title thereof, what he thought of *I|L 
process of civilisation. Another thinker, and a clean 
minded one, the Dean Inge of his time, Thomas Hobbe*. 
referred to the life of man as solitary, poor, nasty, brutiy1, 
and short. 11 is reference was, however, secunihiin 'l1111 ' 
as the logicians say, that is, lie meant man only in ° I|L 
particular condition; living under no governor.

A certain Irishman -of my acquaintance, persuade1! 
by experience that (he English were not so black as h1” 
native political and religious bias had conditioned him f" 
believe, could, however, not fully suppress his prindti'1 
feelings about them. He it was who first introduced 11,1 
to the well-worn gibe that the Pilgrim Fathers, inuut" 
diately after landing on Plymouth Rock, fell upon thoi1 
knees, and then upon the Indians. One would have t" 
he very biased to have read the history of the Spanm1 
conquests in America, and yet reserve criticism of th*d 
kind for Protestants.

J. G. Kohl, the German write of “  A Popular Histoi,' 
of the Discovery of America ”  (Chapman and Half 
London, 1865), remarks that the history of the s u b ju g a 
tion and destruction of the red race by the white foriiv 
one of the most horrible chapters in the annals 11 
mankind,

In bis opinion nowhere had less value been placed 
human lile, nowhere had nations, possessed of superi01 
]lower, so pitilessly inflicted on their weaker fellows slid1 
tearful acts of cruelty and oppression as in America. H‘ 
thought, t(x>, that nowhere has a race been seen we aim’1 
and less capable of offering resistance to its oppressor* 
than the aborigines of that country. They were mow'd 
down like grass, or melted away like snow in the hal’d 
grasp of the iron knights of Spain.

He suggested that, possibly the circumstances that the 
latter found themselves in'such small bund amid tin’ 
teeming population of the new world contributed to thd1’ 
so terribly severe conduct, and so bloody wars. M'hfV 
were often able to save themselves only by the mod 
unflinching courage. They had everywhere to gain the*1' 
ends by desperate means. Theirs was Danton’s motto, 
before Dan ton : audacity always. In their situations 
difficulty they gave way to the passion of mercile** 
destruction

They accustomed themselves to exterminate tin’ 
Indians like birds of the forest, utilising as auxiliai'ie* 
those fearful blood-hounds, some of which were so di*; 
tinguished for their worrying capacity, that the kings "I 
Spain granted them pay and rations like their warrior*, 
and whose names, “  Berecillo,”  and others, have bee11 
handed down to posterity in the annals of Spain, liU1' 
the names of their masters, the I’izarros and others.

The Indians came in hundreds of thousands to 11 
dreadful end, writes Kohl; as food for cannon in th® 
sanguinary battles, or bv the sword, or under the axes o' 
their unlawful executioners,, or by the. teeth of the savage 
bloodhounds, and if all these did not work quickly enough- 
in the flames of huge pyres. Others met their death h1 
cruel bondage, as slaves, driven to harder work than a«.' 
they had previously known.



1010 THE FREETHINKER•January ‘2:o,

rni
lley were yoked to the plough, forced to penetrate to 

j|le 'K)"'els of the earth for gold, to dive to the floor of 
le sea for pearls; some, abused as beasts of burden, 

compelled to carry Spanish officers, their baggage, 
cir cannon, over endless mountains, across marshes, and 

(|ll0ll8fi vast forests. Thus hosts upon hosts met their 
| '"if'1’ and to those who did not perish by the deliberate

of the conquerers there came disease to destroy.
1'e Spaniards had again and again been received in 
"fly fashion by the Indians. Cortez, for example, 

w e<f hi Tenochtitlan along with Montezuma, the 
• exican monarch, and in the latter’s name he issued what- 
,'cr decrees he pleased. He was regarded with admira- 
10,1 hy all, and a kind of awe; from all sides came 

^'oys, with presents, and assurances of friendship. The 
j- cxicans, states Kohl, were so taken by surprise, and so 
•̂iscinated with their visitors, that they listened with 
"'Oposure when told that the gods they worshipped were 
" fact demons. They allowed the Spaniards to forbid 
j e,l‘ sacrifies in the temples, and even to erect an altar 
l'* fl^ Virgin Mary, and perform ceremonies in her 
'‘Hour, in the centre of the principal temple in the 

e«pital. • 1

j. mich a sei'ies of concessions, the first impression of 
ll11’ "nd astonishment by the .Mexicans at the sudden 

jh'pearance of the wonderful strangers, were experienced 
•; "M the European discoverers on entering the new 
"ii‘1; in Peru and Guatamala as well as in Mexico, 
"i everywhere, too, the first calm gave way to a storm, 
general conspiracy and uprising of the natives, and a 

Period of conflict which brought the Europeans to the 
|l'ige of ruin, out of which they came at length victorious,
, "f only after great losses, and recourse to monstrous 
',""1 bloody deeds. Then they finished the work they had 
HV''in, hut with disaster to the states they had found, 
'U|d on the graves of the exterminated natives. Cortez, 
l"'' example, was obliged to quit Tenochtitlan and the 

valley of Mexico, after that grievous night, in 
"°h the Spaniards, surrounded by the infuriated 

n'T'dace, were like an isolated rock amid raging surf.
I len he had to recommence, and in another and more 
'Morions fashion, the work of conquering Mexico.

iWhen he came again to the city of Tenochtitlan, the 
Mtc.cs had chosen a young and patriotic king as their 
'Pi'ilcr and were determined to assert their independence, 

"e siege and gradual subjugation of this city occupied 
"ee months. Cortez had previously cut off all the 
"Hals from the city, and the campaign forms one of the 

'"ost extraordinary and terrible events in the history of 
' "icriean discovery. The conquest has been compared 
f> the conquest of Jerusalem under Titus in a.i>. 70.

Ray by day Cortez made his way into the town, in 
^Rich every temple and house had been fortified. Every 
'E.V be drew out thousands from these buildings, dead or 
'I've, delivering up the latter to the fury of bis allies. 
M more thousands were ready to take the places of the 
i Hu, he was compelled to commence the systematic 
'instruction of the town. This work of destruction lasted 
' ‘"n hundred days, during which t ime one quarter of the 
°" ’n after another, with its streets, temples and houses, 
''"s razed to the ground, and the rubbish used for filling 

l(! canals. Tn these canal the Mexicans had found their 
|. 'ief protection, for the canoes of the citizens could move 
. r°elv about them in all directions while the lame
''•gantines of the Spaniards were unable to enter them.

When the end was near, the Indian allies of Cortez, 
^hose passion for vengeance had been raised hy the

stubborn defence to the highest pitch, rushed headlong 
and regardless of their lives into the streets yet filled 
with their enemies ; fifty thousand of the latter were slain, 
and the town so transformed into ruins and ashes, that, 
as Cortez himself said, in this old metropolis of the 
Aztecs not one stone remained upon another.

The world then, if beautiful to look at, is terrible in 
reality, and the life of man, even under monarch», can 
he, if not solitary, often poor, nasty, brutish and short.

J. Cl. LUPTON.

O B E D I E N C E
I

OBEDIENCE’ is one of the so-called virtues which are 
neither natural nor social in origin and development, 
but are artificially created by persons in authority for 
ulterior motives; not for the good of they who are 
expected to obey, but to make things easier for those 
who command, in hopes that unreasonable orders will he 
unreasoningly obeyed.

It starts early in life hy parents expecting children 
to do everything in ways their elders declare are good 
and right, driving rather than leading, dictating to 
youngsters instead of letting them experiment and dis
cover.

Cultivation, persuasion and encouragement, the pro
cess of drawing the best out of a child, allowing latitude 
for mistakes and idiosyncrasy is slow and often tedious, 
requiring much patience and considerable sympathy. 
Quicker and easier is it to scold, nag and punish.

So from parents we hear “  Do as I tell you ”  or “  I 
insist ”  or “  You must do it,”  innumerable variations in 
rising degrees of loudness and fraying temper, with 
“  Don’t do this, that and the other ”  a, thousand times 
repeated. To enforce juvenile obedience, slaps, smacks, 
cuffs and a, variety of other corporal corrections are 
practised, with much talk, all more often than not 
ineffective.

Because, and anyone who values the future of the 
human race should rejoice that it is so, children very 
young begin disobeying, not of perversion or wickedness 
hut to find their own road, unconscious pioneering, with
out which no infant can hope to grow up better than its 
parents, or at least different from them, an integer 
instead of a cipher.

Further to enforce the moral values of doing what they 
are hid children have reiterated to them the aphorism : 
Who would command must learn to obey. Grown up its 
hearers realise the foolishness of that injunction. Those 
wlio learn to obey remain so; they who command are in 
a different position, aware, of character'and capacity 
superior to the acquiescent ones.

At school there is constant warfare of pupils against 
rules and regulations, old traditions and new orders, with 
varying results. Actually it is impossible to make any
one do what, lie will1 not if. the determination to refuse is 
strong enough, and the victim prepared to endure 
penalties. Some amount of consent, even if grudging, 
lies behind every carrying out of behests, This is known 
to the best types of parents and teachers, who shape 
their policy and methods accordingly, trying to get co
operation from scholars. In the case of older ones by 
formalised school government handed over to the con
cerned parties, some form of commune, parliament or 
republic.

Hence the State policy of compulsory education is 
amusing. Adjective and substantive are contradictory. 
Education is either voluntary or it; is mental and ethical
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distortion. The work of schools is not to make children 
obedient without good cause. Those; who enforce
mechanical obedience are misreading education, pervert
ing it into tyranny or breediiw hypocrisy or creating 
resentment, incipient rebellion.

11
Enforcement of obedience does not cease with child

hood or youth, nor the preaching of ii as a virtue.
hiving a comfortable free life himself Tennyson was 

enthusiastic for it : —
“  I >eep harm to disobey,

Seeing obedience is the bond of rule.”
The latter statement is correct, but does not justify 

blind obedience or giving of dictatorial orders. Obedience 
without thought on the part of subjects is the essence of 
dictatorship, the state of mind which creates dictators, 
who are not so much to blame as those who fall into 
servitude under them.

Again Tennyson:
‘ ‘ Theirs not to reason why;
Theirs but to do and die.”

Pestilential teaching, productive of untold harm, to 
be repudiated by intelligent adults as Felicia Homans 
egregious boy on the burning deck should be by healthy 
children.

It is told of an African tribe that when its warriors 
returned defeated in battle they marched over the edge 
of a high cliff, falling to death, this is obedience exempli
fied, the spirit of conscription. Devised in its modern 
form by Frederick of Prussia compulsory military ser
vice was an ingenious device for bringing the whole 
population into obedience.

Napoleon Bonaparte carried it farther’and its results 
in Europe and effects on the world have been disastrous, 
bolding threats of more evil in the future as obedience 
becomes the gospel of powerful and predatory govern
ments. Small wonder many thoughtful people regard 
obedience as one of the slave virtues, perhaps chief of 
them.

A difficulty of toppling obedience from its eminence 
is the support it gets from religion. Not for nothing 
are pious people classified as sheep. Poverty, chastity 
and obedience may tie a brave-sounding threefold vow 
for novices devoting themselves to lifetimes of abnega
tion. but they are negative incentives. The first is 
unhealthy, the second unnatural and the third (inhuman. 
Full-blooded men and women need more robust ideals 
for development of their personality.

Milton starts: —
11 Of man’s first disobedience and the fruit of that 

forbidden tree;
Sing, heavenly muse.”

That theological concept of man being disobedient to 
Clod lias been a disruptive influence throughout the ages. 
Only slowly are we shaking it off'. The fruit of the tree of 
knowledge must be tasted, if sometimes bitter in the 
mouth and sour in the belly.

Think what disobedience lias accomplished in the 
world. The Puritan rebellion against Charles the first; 
the English Revolution of 1088; the revolt of the New 
England Colonies eventuating in the present I'nitod 
States of America; the French Revolution; the Russian 
Revolution of 1017; instances innumerable can lie pre
sented. Often the only way to get rid of had laws or 
corrupt governments is by largo, preferably whole
sale disobedience. Successful it becomes the dominant 
power.

Consideration must also.be given to the right of private 
judgment in cases where deep personal issues are 
involved, and the exercise of conscience, which may drh?

a man to disobey to the degree of suffering niartyi'd0"1 
rather than surrender.

To disobey may be regarded as the first eommandnic'1 _ 
with promise: the promise of fuller knowledge, " ’icle 
experience and richer environment in which to live 1,1011 
daring life.

A. 1!. WIRETAPS•

FACTS v FUNDS
With Sentimental superstition 

I really can't agree;
I hold aloof, I have no proof,

Of tales of mystery.
Those promises that when I'm dead,

I’ll have a. glorious time;
1 d much prefer them now instead,

'I lungs would be jolly fine.

But that of course would never do,
They’d never stay the course;

'Hie Parsons, like the Jockeys,
Would ride a losing horse.

And so they keep the game alive,
While income still rolls in ;

Certain it will always thrive,
Their certain winner, Sin.

It every one of ns were good,
'They sure would lose their job ;

Do something useful, if they could,
To earn an honest bob.

The evidence would then he there 
For anyone to see ;

No need for them to ask you where 
You'll spend Eternity.

E. \V. JAMES-

SENTIMENTAL DIALOGUE
“  MY child, I must he just. J have divided up all m.v 
personal possessions. 1 have two missals—one of then1 
shall he, yours ; l have four holy pictures—you must tala' 
two of them; I have two pipes. . .”

“ Oh, you’re so cruel, father! What would T want will' 
a pipe?”

My child, must T explain it all over again? You 111 a vc 
been a good housekeeper. You’re in no way to blame- 
But . . . hut now I feel called to higher austerities. Yon 
wouldn’t want to stand in the way of mv spiritual 
progress, would you, my child?”

”  T suppose not, father . . . (looffbye . . . Charles!” 
Jane! . . .  I mean, my child, I have thought of 

sometliing—the eanar.v. ”
“  I gave him to you, father.”
”  But if I kept him it would make me feel unjust. ft 

wouldn't be fair to me. ”
”  We can’t split. Robert in two, father.”
“  And, my dear, I am sure he would die of a broken 

heart if we gave him to some stranger.”
“  Then, father . . . then . . . perhaps, you will let me 

stay? For Robert's sake ?”
”  Jane . . . my child . . . I’ll take a special collection 

tomorrow in church. As a priest, I promise you that mu' 
parting will he equitable. I'll buy you a canary, mV 
child, with the collection.”

OSWELL BLAKESTON.
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CORRESPONDENCE

HOMAN CATHOLICISM AND M° ^ ure <)f the 
v  Sik,-—While we are all grateful t o  ; ' ' L n;  some „f us 
Vatican’s political and financial niaj ‘ due respect
y°uld lie glad for more concrete pioot. ()j- financial

your contributor Tom Hill, merely 0 ^ s out of place 
trickeries, without a particle of eYu|61̂ i i  kllow, for example, 
in the “  Freethinker.”  How does Mi • r considerable
tliat certain fina.ncial operations 1H .,«• ijre go into the 
'"'."fit for ('ippico ” ? Did he see two hi. » books? 1
Vittimi■< ~  .1......... _ o  is:-1 1.« «¡no i l io  O.uiis l»"

IUIUJ1I 11 * c i,'. -
■ . bank pass books?
evidence is necessary.— Yours, etc., J.H.

Saticaa exchequer? Did lie see tli 
'eel some sort of

COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 
tl.a,!H'~ Surely Your leader of tire 2nd January 
t||.lt Justice to Mr. Gallagher. There is i
fifty,

does less 
reason-7 to suppose

relationship
his famous

. "'list State 
dimild make 
dunk.—Yours

oi mu ou-,«___ Marxist Freethinkers
etc.; W. E. Nicholson.

*IV. Gallagher, M .l’ ., presumed to be a 
displays a knowledge of the Bible in 

obviously intended to point out that 
not practising what he

is Mr.
Iiis . ! ' ,s,t When he 
a mail lc e which was 
|" 'e « 'h L ‘pa'IOtiniouious Cripps was
Cui'i" lladieals of yesterday have become respectable and 
ilk << Ca i '̂oln Paine, Owen, Bradlaugh and the rest of that 
Ilio ri Clinch of Communists ”  if they were alive to-day. 
.. Communists of Russia and the non-communists who 
"I t C r 1"- elected leadership of that country allow a freedom 
'flip1011*’ "t *n all spheres—even the belief in superstition and 

Tot°p " * kh. ls discouraged by educational means.
, ■! "htarianism and dictatorships when used in reference 
lo ' i - sia display only political bias more in keeping with 

Kenisley and Beaverbrook papers and tlie “  gutter
to
th
press ’ of 'yAmerica. Yours, etc., VYai.tf.ii Alexander.

TOTALITARIANISM
—1 have no doubt flint F. A. Ridley is aide, if lie 

iov'l',ISl,PS' adequately to reply to the charge of inaccuracy 
|1(,j fi'd at him liy U. H. Walker. There is, however, one 
Hj.'1. I would like to raise concerning his letter. With a 
, - o t e  which must be very gratifying to the Kremlin, he 
o 'tends that accusations of totalitarianism against the Soviet 
i, 1,1,1 "re irrelevant because of the 19.1(1 Constitution. What 
Mait 1 IIS* ! criterion, the rulers of the U.S.A. could
,](i rightly claim that inequality and racial discrimination 
, '!"t exist in their country since the American Constitution

"If in ns them as wrong.¡ ."t the fundamental fallacy which underlies this attitude
n I'e f|uite prevalent one of erroneously assuming that because 
f |,SS|a opposes America and America is capitalist, then it 
1 °"s  that Russia, being “  socialist,”  is therefore the only-

’ ’  - iM'/icnfifif, (
""lows that Russia, heilig .MMUIllot, .S WICiviu.v ----
•pjfi.atry which holds out the prospect of progress to the world 
f.i 1 reasoning is about on par with tin ’  ’ ~1- "• • si e it,,(.. 1 ; ivuouniiig is abolir on |>
II "'istians win
I ?. repository OI <Ili tuai. >.3 p- 
'neves its validity is necessarily evil.1 erhaps it would be better if your correspondent nere lo 

„ fifjy descriptions of conditions in Russia, as lie so nobly 
’ x~ -i" Ami 1 suggest lie studi

OBITUARY

E L I Z A B E T H  PUGH

With sorrow we have to announce the death of Elizabeth 
Pugh, of Newtown, Mont. She was one of a family of Free
thinkers whose sincerity and loyalty to the cause have 
remained sound and stronger with the passing years. A 
member of the N.S.S. and reader of “  The Freethinker,”  
she was proud of her association with the organised move
ment. Her remains were cremated at Perry Bar Crematorium, 
Birmingham, on Monday, January 10, where, before an 
assembly of relatives and friends, a Secular Service was 
conducted by Mr. C. H. Smith. Secretary of the Birmingham 
Branch N.S.S.

. „ ll lU ft .i» .  - -  ... .
Is reasoning is about on par witn mat displayed hy certain 
l|Sitians_who consider that since (to them) Christianity is 

uf all that is good, then everyone who dis-

virau, ...... ...li( ls,,s other people to do. And I suggest lie studies the 
1 tl of such people as Anton Ciliga, Yoline and André Gide,
I ■ ifiec than panegyrics hy bourgeois intellectuals playing at 
1 " 'g  revolutionaries.—-Yours, etc., S. E. Parker.

va t ic a n  p o l ic y  in  t h e  s e c o n d  w o r l d  w a r
By L. H. Lehman. 50 pages of documented facts regarding 
Catholicism and Fascism. Price Is. 4d., post free.

S°CIAL1SM AND RELIGION
By F. A. Ridley. A useful survey of Religion in relation 
to Socialism. A short history of Religion from the witch 
doctor to High Mass at St. Peter’s. 20 pages. Price Is. Id.
post free.
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LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON—OvTDooit

North London Branch N.S. 
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon 
L itton.

LS. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
ion : Mr. L. Ebtthy and Mr. J. G.

Lion Square, 
“  Purpose,

LONDON—I n noon

Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall, Red 
W .C .l).—Tuesday, January 25, 7 p.m. :
Mr. Bertram H enson.

Rationalist Press Association (Alliance Hall, Palmer Street, 
S .W .l).—Monday, January 2-1, 7 p.m .: “  Intuition and

'Reason.”  2nd Lecture: ‘ ‘ Comparison of Human and 
Animal Behaviour,’ ’ Maurice Burton, D.Sc.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W .C.l)__Sunday. II a.in. : ‘ ‘ The Internationa] Congress
for Mental Health,”  Prof. J. C. Fi.uoki..

West London Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place, 
Edgware Road, W .l).—Sunday, 7-15 p.m. : ‘ ‘Sane Thoughts 
On V.D..”  Mr. lì. O’Nfij. Montgomery (National Society
for Prevention of V.D.).

COUNTRY Outdoor

Glasgow (Brunswick Street).—Sunday, 3 p.m .: Messrs. S.
Bryden, K. Lawasi and J. Humphrey.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m .: 
Mr. A. Samms and others.

COUNTRY Indoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Boom, Mechanics' Institute). 
__Sunday, 0-45 p.in. : Religious Intolerances,”  Mr. A. II.
Wharrad. M oLolla U Galleries, 

<< A Short HistoryGlasgow Secular Society (East Hal1
Sauchiehall Street)__Sunday, 7 p.m
of Secularism,”  Mr. Guv Aldhfd.

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Coopers Hall, 12, Shaw Street, 
Liverpool, 6).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : “  The World Strategy of 
Political Catholicism,”  Mr. F. A. R iulhv (London).

Nottingham Cosmospolitan Debating Society (Technical
College. Shakespeare St.)__Sunday, 2-30 p.in. : “  Robert
Burns— Poet of Freedom,”  Mr. IV. Paul.

SoutlMitli Woodford, Essex (Memorial Hall). — Thursday. 
January 27. 7-30. p.m. : Debate: “  Atheism v. Christianity,”  
Miss R uhy Ta’ Bois, F.B.A.S., and the Rev. H. Hunter.
D.D.

Details, 7)d. Secretary,I ON ELY9 Join Friendship Circle Down 
34, Honeywell Road. London. S.W.1L

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. Wants 
Boyle, *21, Rosslyn Hill, N.W.3.

List Welcomed. Michael
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By J OSEPH M c C A B E

A  R A T I O N A L I S T  
E N C  Y C L O P Æ D I A

R E L I G I O N
P H I L O S O P H Y  • E T H I C S  

S C I E N C E

This remarkable volume is concerned with the 
world of thought -with Philosophy, Science, 
and Religion in relation to the progress of 
civilization. Hitherto most works in this field 
have been compilations by various writers 
whose aim was the defence of traditional creeds 
and of orthodox historical judgments. This 
book, however, is a challenge to conventional 
views and is the work of one man, Joseph 
McCabe. Here, in 1,800 concise articles, he 
provides the student with a wealth of informa
tion derived from his wide reading and 
research. This encyclopaedia is a library in 
itself and should be on the bookshelves of all 

Freethinkers.

2 is. net

C. A. W ATTS & CO. LTD.

THE N A T I O N A L  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y

Aiimpiil IHikiier
will be held at the

C R IT ER IO N  R EST A U R A N T
PI CCADI LLY.  L O N D O N ,  W. I 

(Entrance Lower Regent Street)

on

Saturday, January 29th, 1949
Chairm an:  Mr. C H A P M A N  C O H E N

T iC K E T S  12 6 from  Reception at 6.30 p.m.
R . H . R O S E T T I, Secretary  D in n e r a t 7 .0  p .m .
•41 G ra ys  Inn R d ., London, W .l  Evening D ress O p tiona l

P A M P H L E T S  f o r  t h e  P E O P L ^
By CHAPMAN COHEN

What is the Use o f Prayer? Did Jesus Christ Exist? Tli«“ 
shall not sulfer a Witch to Live. The Devil. Deity *>n 
Design. Agnosticism o r . . .  ? Atheism. What is FreetboUgW' 
Must we have a Religion? The Church’s fight for the ChjW1 
Giving ’em Hell. Frecthought and the Child. Morality " ith' 
out God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their Mak®1̂  
Woman and Christianity. What is the use o f a Future F*e 
Christianity and Ethics. Price 2d. each. Postage Id-

Complete set of 18, bound, 51-, postage 3d-

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING
By CHAPMAN COHEN

Series Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Each volume about 160 pages 

Essays include :—
Religion and To-day. Religion and the State.
Do Miracles Happen? Religion and the Young-
Praying for Rain. Is Religion of Use?

Price 2s. 6d., postage 2\d.
The four vols. 10s. 6d., post free

THE AGE OF REASON
By THOMAS PAINE

The book that has survived over a century of abuse 
and misrepresentation.
Includes a critical introduction and life by Chapman 
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration plaque 
subscribed by American soldiers in this country.
230 pages. Price, cloth, 3s. Paper, 2s. Postage 3d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
By G. W . FOOTE and W . P. BALL

Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethinker5 
and inquiring Christians

References given for Bible Contradictions, Absurdité5' 
Atrocities, Prophecies and Immoralities
9th edition. 2nd printing. 176 pages.

Price 3s., Cloth only. Postage 2\d.

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS
An Anthology for Freethinkers

by
W ILLIAM  KEN T, F.S.A. 

★400 Q u o t a t i o n s  
from 167 A u t h o r s

Ful l y  I n d e x e d  
and C l a s s i f i e d  

Cloth 5s. Postage 3d. Paper 3s. 6d. 
F rom  all B o o k se lle rs

P I O N E E R  P R E S S

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Preai fO. W. Foote end Company Limited), 11, Cray’ s Inn Itoad, London, WO. 1.


