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, VIEWS AND OPINIONS
, ractical Atheism

o f , P ° * nt out tliiit the title of this article is not
my creation. It was used by a Theist in order to conS|dt?r its vol Tv u,cu a “ y * “ “

tiieilt j va*ue. We can then commence with the state-
lat an “  Atheist ”  is one who does not believe 

| say that, although L should not recognise 
an into one, and I have a strong conviction that

11 Hod. 
l'e if I ra" H  oth 1,1W> one, and I have a strong conviction tun 

it, lnen and women would be in the same position 
s°rnetl ,aS ' ' e' can 8° ^  W0l'I(l seem that a “  God ”  is 
(¡od js'm8 that reallv stands for nothing. God is a name, 
that l.. s.ornething tliat is unknowable. It is something

Jtí'ó'ns in u, dream and dies in a nightmare.
•jor-o, Ma .

' l!i\J.'.' ' " ‘heral Forlong says in his, very learned book, 
Uieanj^ ^ife, ”  that no one seems able to give any 

8 at all to “  God,”  and Dry den's opinion that
,hc priest continues what the nurse began, 

i * Il(l thus the child imposes on the man,
8°Uii(l , i -i

"''I ,, i philosophy. “  God ”  is something from nowlier 
“ " ,ls hi the same region.hii([ ,"',s Ju the same region. 1 turn to a dictionary and 
hi! „ ifcion that “  God is one of a class of power--
* C '  that may stand for something, but it leaves 
hi,. "here or nowhere. The less one knows about God
iti. hior

ene. e certain one is of his existence. Finally, modern 
!) Certi,i ah’rees that Man existed before the gods. It is 
tir rnornty that gods come and go, and to-day there are 

If gods being rejected than are accepted.
Were n°t familiar with the vagaries of religious 

sp ĵ,.|"8> one would not be surprised at any condition,
?ith 
•f e

or>al 
er the 
ttperi

■ ‘hdividual, being taken ns the consequence of 
presence or the absence of religious belief. For

hi,if !*ne.nce counts for anything, it proves conclusively 
‘■Ohrlitj ^lr>’,ls beliefs may co-exist with every conceivable 
‘ficusT v*ce 0r virtue, or health or disease. The re- 
hhiloso» i *e  ̂ °t a t°°l may he as fervent as that of a 
iV o u i,  • ^  criminal may believe' as sincerely as a 
Us (.h,hl,V. virtuous person. The exploiter will repeat
('itpm, ^sion of faith with as much earnestness as the 
hMi|l(i s victim. People have' gone to the stake in the 
Mj(1, , the same'Deity that those who sent them there 
Vioc e<1 '
:C.e b,
Slop T,

< W . Us existence is consonant with any and every. 
N ,.1)(l:,n both of the plainest lessons of history and ex- 

(ti. and the ignoring of it by religious people is

.-vp ,ln- Neither poverty nor wealth, neither 
btir.. 01 virtue, neither cruelty nor kindness, creates re-

lii
's for e lnoi'e piece of evidence of how ineffective religion 

If .purpose of mental and moral discipline.
Mop, s merely the absence of a belief in God that 
Ath e u W ®  1,ave in mind when the phrase “  practical 
°TiK. p1"  ’ is used. No purpose would be served if '•it
bllVjr,ilC!a.nt that people did not believe in God, but were' 
to ,J i1,1 ¡n their domestic and social relations. The way 

to people of this kind is to speak of them asVin
ref,

'lie P Christians without k
í  dwe>

nowing it. To give point to 
w ^ e s s io n , it must be applied to people whose eonlS l .l., 1 l- - .1 mi e .1 p i • j l iilainly bad. The useful fact is not so much that

these people do not believe in God, but that they are bad 
citizens. They may, as they often do, believe in God, 
and are not Atheists at all, but this is screened by that 
blessed word “  practical.’ ’ If they are not Atheists in 
theory', they at least act as though there were no God 
of whom they stand in dread. The Theist is a bad 
man because he does not allow his belief to direct his 
theory . . . .  It  is the good old game of heads 1 win, 
tails you lose.

But why on earth should religionists place the 
responsibility for the world’s evil on Atheism? When 
it suits their game we are assured that Atheism makes no 
advance. On the contrary, Atheists are few in numbers, 
and exert but little influence. Or on the'other hand, 
Atheism is one of the most powerful of the world’s forces. 
Really, the Christians ought to make up their minds. 
The Atheist is always ready to meet on fair terms. I f  
the Atheist does not meet the enemy it is because the 
latter gathers his stupidity around him like a coat of 
armour, and against stupidity “  the gods fight in vain.”

The world as we have it is really not an Atheistic 
world. Atheism has never had strength enough to direct 
affairs. The present generation is mainly of a. religious 
stock, if we are to trust our history. People have based 
their theories on what they knew and made the best 
of them. They have looked to religion in times of 
health and disease, of joy and sorrow. In it the priest, not 
the Atheist teacher, lias had the world in leading strings. 
Priests and parsons have elaborated extensive and 
costly machinery for dealing with evils of various kinds. 
And it will clearly not do to place the responsibility for 
their continuance upon a theory which has never been 
consciously advocated by but a fraction of the people. 
The religionist is really on'the horns of a dilemma, lie 
must either admit that religion is responsible for the evils 
he, laments, or that it is powerless to remove them. And 
bis case is most exquisitely damned on either conclusion.

Besides, neither the lower classes nor the upper class 
are really Atheistic. Our neuropaths, and our socially 
degraded classes, actually contain a larger proportion of 
religionists than does the normal population of the 
country. Why, we have been told by preachers bow little 
influence Freethoughf and Atheism has had with the 
people. We had no less a person than Mr. Churchill say 
that Atheism is a small fraction in England. We could 
agree with him that there is some truth in that, but the 
march of Freethought is getting stronger and stronger.

The only honest and intellectual meaning of practical 
Atheism is living without belief in God or gods. And 
why this should be expected to result, in evil living is 
just a mystery. Police experience docs not find that 
Freethinkers are in a majority in prisons. I t  is well to 
say that this legend that Freethought and ill-living is, 
much to the sorrow of our preachers, rapidly dying out.

Some years ago I  found that all people in prison were 
permitted to have visitors from their appropriate religion. 
The prisoners were pleased at the visits. It broke the 
dullness of the Royal prisons. At that time a, man had
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been summoned for selling “  The Freethinker,”  charged 
with the religious “  crime ’ ’ and duly sentenced. But no 
visitors were permitted to the confined Atheist. I 
inquired if someone representing Freethought might not 
be a regular visitor to the prison. I  went to all the 
authorities from lowest to highest. In each case I  met 
a wall. Finally the Home Secretary agreed that Atheists 
should have the same privileges as Christians in prisons. 
But, he added, the number of Atheists in prison were so 
very few that it would not justify new rules. I  thought 
I would let the matter stop there.

To return to our subject, there was a very fine sum
mary of the matter by one of our judges—Justice 
Steephen— referring to the bosh that . is poured out 
concerning the' dangers that might follow the destruction 
of Christianity, he said: —

I f  human life is in the course of being fully de
scribed by science, I  do not see what materials there 
are for any religion, or indeed, what would be the 
use of one, or why it is wanted. We can get on very 
well without one; for, though the view of life which 
science is opening to us gives us nothing to worship, 

i it gives us an infinite number of things to enjoy . . .
The world seems a very good world, if it would only 
last. It is full of pleasant people and curious things, 
and I think most men find no great difficulty in turn
ing their eyes away from its transient character. 
Love, friendship, ambition, science, literature, ■ art, 
politics, and a thousand other matters will go equally 
well, as far.as I  can see, whether there is or not a 
God or a future state. ’ ’

Practical Atheism is, in truth, only one of the many 
cries designedly or thoughtlessly used in the interests of 
religion. Some see it knowing its falsity, others repeat 
it because it is a catch-phrase which they know will please 
their readers. In either case it is only one more illustra
tion of the way in which religion lowers man’s, decency. 
Misrepresentation, slander and falsehood, are well tried 
weapons in the Christian armoury. Ignorance is the 
mother of devotion,, and it has a not very distant relation
ship to all forms of personal and social vice. Christianity, 
theoretical and practical, has not yet succeeded in making 
the world what it might have been, and improvement has 
generally resulted from the control of affairs being taken 
out of its hands.

Atheism, theoretical or practical, could not fail more 
decisively in the future than religion has done in the 
past. And it may well be that “  Practical Atheism 
with its consequent faith in the power of human know
ledge may go towards solving problems that have with
stood the attack of religion. The assistance of the gods 
has not protected man from failures. It is only common 
sense to make good what Christianity did so much to 
destroy.

CHAPMAN GOTTEN.

IN PORTUGAL
November '2, All Souls Day, the streets were crowded 

with people on their way to the cemeteries, carrying huge 
bunches of flowers, etc., to spend the day with their 
dead. I.caught a glimpse inside some of the sepulchres, 
which are veritable little houses, or 'letter still, chapels, 
all lined with marble and containing urns with tile bones 
of the dead generations, and. altars embellished with gold- 
branched candlesticks, prie dieu with damask cushions, 
silk curtains, silver vases, etc. The crying and howling 
and praying went on all day. I see from the paper that 
several of them were robbed next day. N, F,

THE PAPACY AND “ CATHOLIC ACTION
< i ill

Kill them all, my son, at the Last Day God 11 
how to distinguish between them- “ j|,£
Abbot of Giteaux, Papal Legate and L '1i'"'s/ 0 
Crusade against the Albigenses (1209).

, r fWp gUCOlW
THE fall of the fascist empires at the end <>! 1  ̂ ent,i'r- 
World War put an end to the grandiose <ht,j'n -  ̂ and 
tained by the Papacy of exterminating with -̂ 0[ie. 
sword the contemporary'forces of social progress ■ i pie 
theless, the Church survived. And except S°u 1 worll 
Pyrenees the Papacy no longer appears before ie ,m0|y
as the ally of Fascism. However, this is not 0 i£ (

nd has res: 
contrary! _

has never been more active in world affairs tna

ed itself

inevitable dissolution, quite the contrary! I l )e
that it has given up the ghost and has resign®“  Vratics" j 

"  ........................................  ‘ n i t"

to-day. w
The chief political weapon in the hands of Home to j ^ 

is the international organisation of “ Catholic Action»  ̂
movement founded by Pope Pius X I ;  no doub ^ )(1 i 
counter blast to the current advance of Comm'ii ^  j 
Socialism, and other enemies of the Church 0,1 , ^  I 
terrestrial plane. The movement itself is closely bo1111̂ ^ i 
with its founder’s cult of “  Christ the King ’ 1. , rii.
it exists to promote the reign of the Church in this "  j 

Its founder himself defined “  Catholic Action ‘
Apostolate of the Laity in the service of the hieJ*ilU “)rt. 

a somewhat long-winded definition which i® 11 
infallible than intelligible! Actually, “  Catholic Af ^lic 
may be defined as an organisational basis for '■a\. ap- 
politics rather than as a political party in the 01 1 
accepted sense. To borrow an expression from c0” ^ 
orary Socialist organisation “  Catholic Action ” 
broadly described as the political and social ,||t, 
national ”  of militant Catholicism; here ag11" 1’ |i|lV,' 
Church and the Jesuit opportunists who lead h> 
known how, yet once again, to borrow from the ar? 
of their secular opponents. . -.

The late Mr. Lloyd George once used an analogy V' ,,j 
lation to the Protestant Churches and the 1’° 1 
parties which we may find helpful in defining ^he A0)!- 
temporary role of “  Catholic Action.”  The famous - 
conformist one© compared the relationship ot tft,r 
Churches with the political parties as that of u 1*° «• 
station which radiated currents of spiritual e"  jfi. 
throughout th© political field. This metaphor is nPl .t|i 
able to the relationship of “  Catholic Action ' ' ' jp
Catholic politics and to political parties with a Cat1 
basis, ^ ,,1

Such parties arc to-day found all over the w®15 ,t 
world. For, we repeat, political Catholicism was 
more active than during the, post-Fascist era (KB1’' 
For, except in the Iberian Peninsula; Rome has 1 
dropped Fascism like a hot brick. In an age such a® 01 j 
whose conspicuous feature is professionally a unb’elj  ., 
adhesion to Democracy—a name which to-day cove •’ 
multitude of sins— and meanings— the Church of || 
the oldest enemy of Democracy in the world has go|1L (,f 
democratic too; after all, even the God-Empcro'^^, 
Japan, a more ancient religious leader even than  ̂
Vatican, has been transformed overnight by st° 
democrats from a deity into a. Democrat!

Similarly, the Church of Rome is now represent6®.^ 
the political arena by a whole congeries of “  Chrri1, r

¡ecl1 
, tl>

T • ' -,ilj
Democrats ”  and similar parties. And the set-1 
“  sword ”  of the Church against what now more P',, 
ever before is the chief bug-bear of the Vatican, RllS'||[1i 
Communism, is no longer Fascist Germany i 
Democratic (with a capital “  D ” ) America,

A
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Tli
(lj.,1 Llt> ls a>i apposite story told of that famous clerical 
]83(>'!lat> ex-13ishop Talleyrand. One fine July day in 
Hie ].!e, Was e tch in g  the fighting in the streets during 
X[0ri, a|lsian revolution which overthrew the Bourbon 
"-¡nil'« **• Suddeu,.y l 't! turned and exclaimed “ We :ire 
df),,.,111? > when asked who “  we ’ ’ were, he replied. “  I

i snow! ’ ’

clori,U*inrght a'raost call tins reply the classic motto of 
Vati,.;1 ‘I’Plomacy, and of political Catholicism. The 
c°ii(lii*-11 suI>poi-t anyone or anything upon the sole 
8eCU],t''on I'1 at it will look after the interests, ■ both 
evicleiit a?I<1 sl)lritual, of Rome. And that is nowhere more 
pro.],' !n PaPal diplomacy than to-day. Yesterday, 

y°'day, pro-Democrat, tlie Vatican
£  J nt,.V Pro-Catholic. 

p°litj ‘jy* Vatican under a host of pseudonyms and 
the (- a nPm'de-plumes, liolds, or shares, power in half 
by - » t r ie s  of Europe and Latin America, besides being 
Am. ' llleans a negligible force in (ostensibly) Protestant

« « C W f * ? 1- u n d  A u i
Wilic.1

remains

1 A Britain, and Australasia. And for a totalitarian 
that over which the Papacy presides, to hold 

its ep“ ‘ P°"'er is essential for the effective guarantee of 
tdtaljp1. and religious ideologies. The history of such 

regimes as Catholicism itself, Islam (Moll am- 
Ijj llsln) and Hinduism, proves this up to the hilt. 
Iron 11111 temporary Europe, west of the so-called 

po\yerf ('pTain, the Vatican represents to-day the most 
teprt,S|U "leology, in fact Communism and Catholicism 
e°atei, ”  und°ubtedly, the two most powerful forces in 

|.lary Europe— not to mention the hardly less 
A|uerj(i1' lnduence wielded by Catholicism throughout the

'Tralasia
An and its
lpt1,. T ia- What 
C(2 described as 

" rch of Rome,’ ’

not inconsiderable influence in 
an anti-clerical French writer has 
The Church of Moscow and the 

divide between them by far the
"r<i.ater part of the European continent.
,M̂ S( our author aptly comments in this connect! .

"if]

,e " L «uLiior aptly comments m tins cornicene
, , es away from' the contemporary map of 1*.
A, ands not subject to either Catholic or Conni 
"Ueilno . . . - J ............................................ -  •

lu rope, 
mmunist

one is le ftw ith  only'Turkey, Switzerland, and 
,p ‘ eandinavian countries, . .

J). aay, chiefly through the agency of Christian 
Pol;n°eiatic ”  Parties (outside the Iberian Peninsula), 
liti! ,c'ul Catholicism governs in the interests of Rome, 
viyf ' SoH y  or in coalition, Italy, France (He (¡anile s 
iv„lC>ry there would intensify clerical rule), Spain,

Benelux ’ ’ countries.Ireland, Austria and the. '
dominant force 

m a n y . In
fl||-(,ii|i'd Catholicism also represents thè d(
1 l u i ) '0,lt Western (non-Russian) G e r m a n y. in 
¡Ki), h|".V> Roland, and Czechoslovakia, politicai Catholic- 
"ist. T : >e illegai, but only reai opposition to thè other- 

i °tnlitariau ride of Moscow and its henchmen.
ar0.„ ,.d Europe in which Capitalism and the bourgeoisie 
H il^ red ited  bv their “  collaboration ”  with Fascism, 
9(it|k .. 0chi| Democracy is in a state, of decay, political 

is unquestionably the most powerful non-
runistalf ••■■si, force. It is America’s most powerful 

Li- 'an auxiliary in its approaching clash with Russia 
v  ll‘ unchallenged domination of the whole world. 

l'tvM 1 lue list just given only comprises Europe. In 
1 lant America, Rome is a potent social and political 

hi]],', *n Catholic (Latin) America, she appears to be 
Wv l0.dominant ideological and social force everywhere, 
])(_,|.|1, 111 the sturdily anti-clerical Republic of Mexico,
(»Of,, lI>a the most progressive country in our contem- 

i>" j wX World. 
i"1 I \'a. ldst in South America, Rome is to-day engaged in a 

thG 0Tonic strategy, of which the Peron dictatorship is 
gre f eenlar “  sword,’ ’ to build up the Argentine, the 

L‘st power in Latin America, upon the basis of

militant Catholicism into a World Power, into the. 
“  U.S.A. ”  of the next ( ‘¿1st) century.

Consequently, when in the autumn of 1948, Pope Pius 
X II, himself a shrewd professional diplomat and a 
politician, rather than an ecclesiastic, looks out upon 
World-Catholicism under the dynamic inspiration of 
“  Catholic Action ”  and of political Catholicism which 
springs from it, he has no reason to feel dissatisfied, for 
Rome is still a World-Power after centuries of Liberalism 
and Secularism have done their worst.

However, whilst the Western sky is bright, that in 
the East becomes ever more menacing. For Communism, 
which already in 1846, Pope Pius IX  had found occasion 
to denounce, by 1948 has grown from a humble acorn 
into a massive oak, and one has only to open any Catholic 
newspaper to-day to see that Rome regards Russian- 
inspired Communism as the pre-eminent heresy of our 
era, the “  Calvinism of the twentieth century ’ ’ as 1 have 
elsewhere termed it.

All over the Western world to-day, what Robert Louzon 
(cited above) lias described as the conflict between the 
“  Church of Moscow ”  and the “  Church of Rome,’ ’ is in 
full spate. Nor is this description of Rome versus Moscow 
one merely figurative in character, for the two totalitarian 
creeds that to-day contend for mastery all over the 
Western world, Catholicism and Communism have more 
than a little in common, for if its whole history 
demonstrates that the Church of Rome lias many of the 
characteristics of a political party, it is equally obvious 
that Russian Communism has many of the characteristics 
of a Church.

Dogmatic intolerance, unquestionable obedience, 
tortuous casuistry, are common to both rival creeds, as 
is also the famous ecclesiastical motto; “  the heretic is 
worse than the infidel.”  It is not only at Rome that this 
last maxim is understood and practised, the successive 
heresiarchs of Communism from Trotsky to Tito, know it, 
to their cost. And Moscow, no less than Rome knows 
too, that in the world of power politics, “  the end justifies 
the means.”  Both the ancient practice of the Vatican and 
tlie modern practice of the Kremlin illustrate this famous 
axiom of the. Jesuits.

To-day, (he Papacy is looking Eastward, and already 
slio proclaims the “  holy war ”  against Moscow, as 
against Jerusalem in the Middle. Ages and also 
against Protestant England in the epoch of tile Spanish 
Armada. And since tliis “  holy war ”  for religion must, 
willy nilly, be fought with the weapons of an atomic 
science that may well leave a ruined civilisation in its 
wake, so he i t ! Better to ruin civilisation, better to ruin 
humanity itself, than to tolerate the poisonous weed of 
heresy. Who lives if the Church dies'.’ Better.a dead 
mankind than a heretical one!

When the rain of atomic death shrouds the East in 
its fiery mist the bells of the Vatican will ring in triumph 
as at the news of the Massacre of the Protestants on 
St. Bartholomew’s Eve in 1572. And the Papacy will raise 
the old crusading battle cry “  Deus Vult ”  (“  It  is the 
W ill of God ” ), as once over the Crusaders of Peter the 
Hermit and over the destroying hordes of the most Holy 
Inquisition which exterminated the Albigenses.

F. A. R ID LE Y .

T H E R E  WAS O N C E -
A PARSON, tic spent his miserable life preaching against 
man’s sinful ways. He forbade every form of amusement and 
pleasure, and there was no joy in him.

Hut he was looked upon as a good man—heeause lie saw 
evil in everything!

W. H. W.



500 THE FREETHINKER December M
1948

ACID DROPS
Canon Collins hopes that the recent tour of the Berlin 

Philharmonic Orchestra organised by “ Christian Action’ ’ 
will foster international peace “  on a Christian basis 
we cannot see how music will foster it. We think Canon 
Collins should let well alone and try not to look so foolish 
by bis imagining that music is “  Christian.’ ’ “  Christian 
Action ’ ’ has had some useful publicity out of the stunt, 
and the Berlin Orchestra has had the opportunity of 
living here for a short time in luxury compared with their 
life in G e r m a n y . ______

AVI). 1947 was a great year for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, as another nine languages were added to 
their translations of the Bible— making 778 versions to 
date. The mind baulks at the prospect of the mountains 
of paper and seas of ink used to perpetuate a collection 
of fairy tales that even the majority of Christians no 
longer accept. The “  White Man’s Burden ”  is being 
unloaded on unsuspecting natives of the East.

Fifty thousand Missionaries is the conservative 
estimate of Bishop Stephen Neil needed to meet “  the 
opportunity of the East.”  No one but a solemn Christian 
would think of such a scheme, particularly when we are 
told that there is a shortage of recruits to the ministry 
at home. Can it be that the home-produced Christianity 
is a glut on the market, and the 50,000 salesmen are 
needed for the export only trade?

like this in mind when he wrote : a g r ^  arg-

inent about it and about, but evermore, came 
same door as in I  went.”

• O , 1 .
„me out bv

According to Fr. John Heenan, the worst of 
enemies to Roman Catholicism is “ the loud, oroP». 
Catholic who is outwardly “ often vociferous " b" 
very sinful inwardly. Most of us have met few Catholics 

io have not been “ outwardly vociferous,”  especw 
self “ ° n / e 1810118 ° nes- Wh« ‘  «bout Fr. Heenan l» " ’ 
?. • course, we east no reflections on 1111,1
often-a th ̂ ’ bUt u°m  the 'va.Y Jle talks— as he does vej 
not e7e B Can be- very few decent people anywhere, 
those wh T  o f Catholics; except, of course,
those who always say “  Yes ”  to Fr. Heenan.

To show its strict impartiality the ecclesia ^ gt, 
authorities in Argentina have been investigating ‘ 
where a peasant girl claims to have seen “  APPlU 
of Our Lord as the Good Shepherd.”  Ten 1 l0l̂ el)L‘ 
people have believed her, and have visited the • ^
where the girl insists that she saw the Apparition ^  
40 times by a tree; and for our part, we cannot st-nions 
these 10,000 were any more deceived than the 1111 ^ )f|, 
who have visited Lourdes or La Salette. But too j, 
competition in shrines is bad business, and the o jtfl| 
frowns on this particular miracle— “  and does not as  ̂
any value to these apparitions.”  It is a sp* 
example of the Church’s strict adherence to the

The Greek Premier, M. Sophoulis, was critically ill 
recently, so ill in fact that hope had almost gone and the 
usual Last Sacrament was administered. As the term 
implies, this is the last effort by the Church to ensure an 
easy passage for the soul to appear before the Almighty. 
But a few hours later, M. Sophoulis sat up and insisted 
on eating a boiled egg and drinking a bottle of beer, later 
on still another bottle of beer was demanded. The latest 
report is that there is a distinct improvement in his con- - 
dition. Twould he a courageous man, who, after the 
Church had issued a passport to heaven, would dare to 
weigh up the respective merits of Extreme Unction and 
Beer. --------

William Gallagher, M.P., has managed to start a con
troversy on “ Communism and Christianity”  in the 
“  Times ”  (of all papers). We can afford to sit back and 
view the contestants with a detached air, but feeling 
rather sorry for the champions of Christianity, for William 
Gallagher can hurl Biblical texts with much more effect 
than the Christians. The Communist has it that there 
is room for Christians under Communism, whereas the 
Christians find that Dialectical Materialism is too much 
of a snag. The “  Daily Worker ”  editorial, in an 
endeavour to be impartial, rather spoils the case for Mr. 
Gallagher when it states that “  Marxism excludes the 
supernatural and the dogmas of theology.”  We wonder 
if the “  Red Dean ”  knows anything about that?

Some time ago we reprinted the “  Ten Commandments 
fit Communism,”  the sixth Commandment being ”  A 
good young Communist must also be a militant Atheist.”  
Whereat we were taken to task by the Editor of ,a Com
munist periodical suggesting that the publishing of this 
item would “  do nothing hut harm to the cause of 
British-Soviet relations.”  After Ibis we dipped into 
Omar Khayyam for solace; he must have had something

The Archbishop of Canterbury has now issued 
(ions for the control of religious films—a control 11 J 
necessary, it appears, because of the quality of _s01 ĵ|i 
these films. They have to compete in popularity ^  
Betty G rabie and Bing Crosby among hosts ol jj)f 
stars, and it could never be.easy. In any case>
“  Church Times ”  is very disgruntled at some 01 >s 
films— for example, the one entitled “  Belshaz- j 
Feast ”  has been criticised as “  bad photography ^ 
had-theology.”  Tt is made all the worse as bad the° 
means “  the dissemination of erroneous opin'01' 
Which all goes to show that even with Divine opP0Sl 
Hollywood could never be beaten.

Although Dr. Garbett “  sees no sign of a relig.1 ., 
revival,”  he seems to be rather pleased to report, 1 , 
letter to his Diocese, that “ there is no aggj®.8̂  ’ 
hostility and people are prepared to discuss rclig101̂  
Personally, we think the Archbishop a little . ^ 
optimistic. There is hostility, and not only from 
hut also inside his own Church. But note the c«® , Jj, 
of attitude compared with earlier Christianity—1 
the only “  discussion ”  was with rack, thumbscrew - 
stake. Of course, the Archbishop will assert that : 
now “  tolerant ”  attitude is inherent in Christie11’ '¡j 
and the heretic and the Freethinker, who through 
the ages bitterly fought the Church, can bo conven'6'1 
forgotten. _______

No Church will stand long in an atmosphere of 
(ion, for the very fact that all religions are base1 ^

revelation ”  must preclude any discussion. It j 
never do to reacli the conclusion that God had n(l£1< ill|! 
mistake in His “  revelations.”  Dr. Garbett knoWpT t,t 
well that in this connection doubt is the beginn'1'^,,: 
wisdom, hence lus efforts to minimise the effect 1 
opposition.
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‘T H E  F R E E T H I N K E R ”
i'eleph,

0116 No.; Holborn 2601.
11, Gray’s Inn Road,

London, W.C. 1.

, TO CORRESPONDENTS
Wr.,0. (i n,

w#s _ ‘ y °ye r©grets that in liis last article, Simon Magnus 
^fereiice ^>1 Simon Magus, and for the corresponding

Albon,
ence the figures should he pp. 225-248.: ls- Albon, Cornwall.— Thanks for cuttings. 

*.Fo- "
— Thanks, back numbers of “  The Freethinkerar0 alw

i'« G, ,,lys useful for re-distribution.
eneral Secretary, N.S.S., gratefully acknowledges a 

A. George to the Benevolent Fund

j j.
°l t h 'V lteratur<> should be sent to the Business Manager 
and nnt ty 1:?3' Gray’s Inn ltoad, London, W.C.l,

Ior p*ot the Editor!
huj g -m u n a . will be forwarded direct from the Publish- 
Vtar, 17!  .a$ the following rates (Rome and Abroad): One

'-'•ture
! half-year, 8s. 6d. ; three-months, is. id.

Notices should reach the Office by Friday morning.

SUGAR PLUMS
T'uia,.‘“ o OUneeinenfc ° f  ^he N.S.S. Annual Dinner on 
and a, ' i~'* )1Us been received with warm appreciation 
"i|| ij'l1 'cations for tickets are coming in. The dinner 
Una,“ ll\l .^ le Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, 
•ttiigi ’ ”  • 1., and is to he followed by speeches and a 
sHoni.i i programme. Tickets are 12s. Gd. each, whichiould K ■ i

H‘ included with the application.

I:s"iir'i ^ °mc Secretary has given Spiritualists the
-u n ]'*6 mediums will not in future be prosecuted
'»Ur ° f course, they are fraudulent. Exactly how
Are Jl*lc® authorities will find this out is not very clear.
"'ll,, yre really any genuine mediums- that is, mediums

*n actual touch with people in Summer-
Peopjy lere are plenty who my they can, and they pet
actUllj believe them; hut what is the evidence? In
h'.'djj aeL priests and parsons claim almost the same
Hi.,5 |>r their Paradise as Spiritualists do for their
Vtt „ - la n d , and if one is fraudulent so is the other.
"’e |, .Priests have ever been prosecuted. For our part.
;'s p|S|.st (that Spiritualists have exactly the same right.
' ^ i o  ians preach “  immortality ” —  a hopeless
V,.^0'1 ,°f course— and we agree with the Home

„ ,lr,y’s d e c i s i o n . ______
111

'bterp .. G®t London Branch N.S.S. should h ave a very
 ̂ s>lncirwr f/x fit a fivcf It n 1 f rvf if a a\rllft-bugj tO-(lflV

s on “  The
closing to the first half of its sylla 

Of|̂ ĵ ,nber lfl) when Mr. F. A. Ridley speaks on me 
l‘lil(,t °r Christianity ”  in the “ Laurie Arms,”  Crawford 
T  Ldgware Road, London, W. 1., at 7-15 Mi 
"h0 | l( *oy is a Well known writer and speaker, am 
•\|.„\l'i°'Vs bis subject well. Admission is free.

\li-T:. Edgware Road, London, W. 1., at 7-15 p.m.
<  J{k,le ' ” ’ ’ ’ ’

W » i s  ms suujeei, won. auiiiissiuii is net.
that' " ‘bers of the West London Branch are reminded 
■Ian tile Annual General meeting takes place on 

1,lry 2, we believe in the same hall.

Tb ,
"tt î'T Stratford Town Hall demonstration was not well 
the j., . Lnt it served its purpose as a starting point for 
'k‘\v * v*val of activity in the local N.S.S. Branch. Some 
t||,f>iI ’ nionihers were enrolled, and other contacts 
llf„ êd. All the speakers were in good form, and the 
Olijjj1®1 President, Mrs. E. Venton, made an excellent

‘'Han.

THE BIBLE AS FICTION 
1

W E have come a long way from belief in the plenary 
inspiration of the Bible by God; from the Grand Old 
Book; from Gladstone’s Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture; from the Authorised Version as the last word 
in divinely guided translation; to understanding of the 
Bible resulting from increased .knowledge of Eastern 
literature and thought, to fuller interpretation and free 
criticism.

Resultantly a variety of translations are now offered 
the student, differing in many details, often materially. 
Additionally large volumes of exegesis are available in 
which the different hooks of the Bible are examined micro
scopically. Anthropology is revealing to us the mentality 
of the peoples responsible for originating that mingled 
collection we call the Bible; establishing the background 
against which its contents were told and retold centuries 
before being written down.

To students in many departments of human activity 
the Bible is valuable, increasingly revelatory as more is 
known about it. But as a religious and ethical guide, 
less and less dependable, and the common man is 
gradually abandoning it more rapidly of recent years. 
One wonders why the Bible is still used for taking the 
oath upon in law courts and other legal places, because 
that is merely survival of ancient fetishism.

Those interested in having the Bible read and believed 
carry on persistent propaganda. They have an organisa
tion, the British and Foreign Bible Society, which boasts 
of distributing millions of copies in all languages.

Beyond that is a diversity of efforts to popularise the 
Bible. Larger clearer print and tinted and ornamental 
bindings lo make the volume look more attractive, with 
maps and illustrations, photographic or coloured, are 
employed. Here one remembers one’s youthful gazing 
with joy upon the decorations by Gustavo Doró. What 
be lacked in delicacy or restraint lie compensated by 
strength and vigour. Lore ’s men were all Samsons, his 
women Amazons, his children sausage armed and legged, 
bis clouds tempestuous and his rocks adamant.

Further to tempt readers to the Bible the latter lias 
been modified, selected, anthologised. We see it issued 
as the modernised Bible. Great play was once made of 
the Bible as literature, one edition being titled The 
Literary Man’s Bible. Some of us are prepared to go to 
the logical conclusion and see a collection of extracts 
printed “  The Bible as Fiction.”  The trouble is the 
comprehensiveness of this. Some would include the 
whole Bible in it, Apocrypha as well.

I I
One remembers the atheist father who sent his 

children to a Church School, not withdrawing them from 
Scripture lessons or religious observances. When tackled 
about it he laughed, replying, “  1 don’t forbid my children 
history and literature, folklore, drama, poetry or humour. 
On my shelves you’ll find Bible and prayerbook and 
hymn book alongside the Arabian Nights, Chaucer, 
Grimm, Andersen, Heptameron and Decameron, Mother 
Goose, Perrault and others such. My youngsters are 
free to read all or any of them, and will so learn their 
values.

A sensible answer, which brings us nearer to the facts 
of the case. Even religious people to-day are prepared 
to admit the Bible is not scientifically accurate or 
historically correct enough to withstand minute research. 
They will talk readily of its verbal felicity, its moral 
teaching, its lessons, its exemplary or warning characters.
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Anyone reading the Bible dispassionately will recognise 
the allegory and parable, the imaginative biography, the 
restatement of events, with national, racial, political or 
religions bias. Doubtful if ever a parable was told so 
cogently as Jotham’s in Judges IX  of the tree choosing a 
king. All the productive trees refused, but the useless 
bramble accepted. It is still applicable.

Or where is a more witty anecdote than that of Jesus’ 
reply to the scribes and Pharisees who brought to him a 
woman taken in adultery: “ He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her: And they 
which heard it went out one by one, beginning at the 
eldest, even unto the last ” ?

But to discuss the humour of the Bible would arouse 
fierce and painful controversy. Nevertheless, it could 
and should he done.

I l l

To specialists the Bible is a storehouse of fable and 
legend, myth and magic, folklore which links up with 
masses of other material from all parts of the world, 
illuminating traditions and practices, ritual and super
stition of primitive peoples.

The more ordinary viewpoint of story and novel readers 
may be considered. This is not so new as many persons 
imagine. John Bunyan would have been shocked if told 
he had written a sensational novel, but “  Pilgrim ’s 
Progress ’ ’ is that. Cut out the numbered references 
to the passages of the Bible he is quoting and a 
picturesque, often lurid tale remains, precursor of the 
eighteenth century Gothic romance.

Drawing largely on the Bible for “  Paradise Lost ’ ’ and 
“  Paradise Regained,”  Milton's enormous learning would 
not let him stop there. He ranged through all faiths, 
creeds and mythologies to build up his massive epics. Con
sequently, Jehovah and Christianity take their places as 
one of many gods and religions, while Satan comes 
remarkably near being the hero. Certainly Milton failed 
in his avowed purpose of justifying the ways of God to 
man, but “  Paradise Lost ”  is curiously close to being 
a novel in verse. In “  Samson Agonistes,”  the Bible 
story, obviously a sun myth, is transformed into drama ; 
which the book of Job is*without being touched by modern 
hands.

Leaving out the genealogies and priestly injunctions, 
discounting the distorted history, omitting the political 
bias of the prophets, knowing that primitive people saw 
the hand of gods in every unusual phenomenon we are 
left with a mass of fictional material. The Old Testa
ment could be recompiled as such, or would provide a 
quarry in which to delve for hundreds of plots.

The story of David is a picaresque novel, such as 
medieval authors and readers, especially of Latin 
countries, would have delighted in. Ruth and Esther 
are the eternal Cinderella motifs. Equally universal in 
fiction are giants, so the Bible provides them. Beside 
the sons of Anak there were giants in the land, and more, 
specifically names and details of Samson, Saul and 
Goliath, No doubt they were as real as Polyphemus, or 
the giant slain by Jack.

Nearly as popular is the theme of the despised or 
bullied younger brother making good. It occurs in all 
literatures, an outstanding example-being the Biblical 
one. of Joseph and his brethren. What writer of love 
stories ever let himself go with such fervour of eroticism 
as he who wrote the Song of Solomon, himself an entirely 
Arabian Nights character? The Prophets would be 
usable fellows in fiction, while Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
are typical utterances of Eastern fakirfi.

leading through the four Gospels fails to g" ' jjis 
jted biography of .Jesus Christ. Dean lam 11 . u "

Vie

lie
nected

Life
iphy 

Christ,” and Renan in
essayed to do so. George Moore, completing e'p|Vul 
novel “  The Brook Keritli,”  went on to intro*11 
of Tarsus. Lesser writers of Christmas and (̂>riu. 
School books regularly retell Bible matter in . *^geries, 
as Dorothy Sayers dramatised it for a broadcastnig 
“  The Man Born to be King.”  , . ¡n the

One finishes with a gigantic imaginative vision Q](| 
Apocalypse, but telling tales as recorded dreams ls 
mode in fiction. T. Afc

A. R. W lUdA-MN

THE DEVOTEE OF DUMAS
put

IT  was, I think, Robert Louis Stevenson who. ol^ e Je
on record his conviction that Dumas’ “  The A *eoi 
Bragelonne ”  was the greatest historical nov y-s 
written. This, when we consider such works as 1° ■ ]|0t 

War and Peace,”  is a bold statement; yet >flle 
at all sure that it is not justified. Dumas is hj ,J
respects heavy and repetitive; hut 1 have recent ^
“  The Vicomte ”  for the first time; and 1 tl1 .'r0te 
found it far superior to anything which Scott ever "  ^  
(1 know that such a statement will annoy the ad'°‘ 
of Scott, but the critic can only speak as he finds-1 

- ................- ' ■ hybrid » ,
•' Inde*

vel <

Ju<
Historical fiction is, in some respects, a 

it does notj necessarily appeal to all fiction lovers 
in our day, the public which enjoys the works m 
and Philip Lindsay, Marjorie Bowen, Margaret y ' | 
and Rafael Sabatini is probably a highly sPei'ltl]1oSt' 
public, not necessarily enjoying the compeers ot ^  
practised bands in the sphere of what one may (,n 
“  straight ”  novel. ri,,il

But where, it may be asked, does one find the j. 
ssence of Dumas? Wherein lies his peculiar 1 -  ̂ ;l

o'1
quintessence
Jeiiee? Well, I think that it is in bis ability to 
story. Early on in the book which provides the Pemni; 
which this article is hung the great D'Artagnan ¡s 
to find his old friends, the Three Musketeers of the 
of that name. None of them, it seems, is aV£>,| ()vd 
and so D ’Artagnan rushes about, more or less ah  ̂0( 
France, trying to run them to earth. The suspen^ 
each attempt to find his old comrades is brilliantly (|( |(, 
and no one who lias not tried to write fiction will be • 
to realise just how well that part of the story (a ,T1f 
part of the very involved plot, when all is said) is t(> M 

Some people hold that historical novels are not "  ¡|V 
either writing or reading, in that they necessai'dy^ 
volve a stupid transformation of liistory. ft
“  straight ”  fiction, dealing with the time of the 
or “  straight ”  history, dealing with the time of the 1'^ 
in accordance with the most careful scholarship 
the opinion of these critics, the only satisfactory type- 
literature. With this. 1 do not at all agree. fListo .
unless written by a genius like G. M. Trevelyan,_lS 
to he dull stuff, as many of us, ruefully remembering  ̂
schooldays, will readily admit. Yet the historical novt 
presenting his fictional characters in a carefully-“ 1' (|1y 
background which is correct, may be able to give to ’’ I'-,ji 
a reader a knowledge and an insight into history "  I 
lie would otherwise be quite unable to gain. Thfl ' (,f 
think, is why .the historical novel is popular. It *■ ’ j. 

. course, to some extent open to the criticism that 1 |)t. 
“  escapist,”  since it enables a reader, obsessed wi^’ t])L’ 
puzzles and problems of his own time, to dive iid° (,f 

'past and forget the worries of to-day in the worn1' 
yesterday— or the day before.
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Vef. since history is a valuable study in that it presents 
!.ls vv̂ h a description of the way in which our ancestor 
^ ' l  problems not unlike those which face us, it is a 
8 lalv which is not altogether “  escapist.
. J)l*inas, in “ The Vicomte de Bragelonne, "  for example, 
!; “ «»inly concerned to provide an exciting sequel > 

1!le Three Musketeers,’ ’ in which he can introduce 
«ace more the grand characters who made their bow m 
, at hook. But at the same time he is compelled to. 

for US Cardinal Mazarin, Charles I I  of England, 
other men whose policies, personal and political, 

tk i d t0 »iakq the history of Europe. For that reason 
i. e hook is valuable; but it is enjoyable, I think, mainly 
l(jauSe it is such a rattling good yarn— which is as good 

11 'eason as any other for enjoying a work of fiction.

JOHN ROW LAND.

PAMPHLETS fo r  th e  p e o ple  *
 ̂iim iFaiiy  ̂ J ttui&fc be very few readers of this journal, if 

no Freethought pamphlets on their 
tlie | ’ and they must have often wondered which is 
IWo®, . Wa.y to keep them. In the nature of things
d i fR '(its are bound to be “  ephemeral,”  they are 
difhcm keeji clean, difficult to hold together, and

them

'“HlClllf f "~7Y- --- - —o
lo.sinrr i i avol(t lending to friends— which often means

 ̂o them.
"f °t the finest Freethonght has gone to the making 
cohVl,1, ° Wn Pamphlets, specially designed for gaining 
Very S’ aUct for this reason they have often become 
'in,' ll('*le- Moreover, for some cause or other, pamphlets 
good i 0aen reprinted even though there may be a

¿v  T ,,d for them-
oUr >,jn j less, we should, I  think, take every care of 
an,] ‘ " I ’lllets, for many of them are worth re-reading 
WjS(, storing; often they contain the quintessence of 
Ul6 |j|j' on the particular subject dealt with. As I write, 

A i>i S ° i  solne of the most famous come to my mind—  
„ ea for Atheism,”  by Bradlaugh, “  The Mistakesof j r~*c“  Ior Atheism,”  by ~ ... ,,1 -Joses,” by Ingersoll, or “  Atheism and Morality,

A E'otc, though, of course, there are dozens of others. 
as 7, !im°ng them is the, series which is so well known
will , 1>amphlets for the People.”  T"(, a <>e fnnml -~:i--- - l- -J In them particularly

° Und an epitome of what their author, Chapman 
Tl ’ lu,s taught for over half n, century.

e.°mplete set of eighteen make a library of the 
I*0 n 111,leiples of Freethought, and almost any reader 

Hi«  ̂ alters their argument should he a match for even 
Put f0, subtle “  theologian ”  the Christian Church can 
"ill, ,|"'ard. Ju pimple language, the author has dealt 
b. ]il[f l(‘ many sides of the Freethought case necessary 

treiAV 111 meeting the enemy, and they must have done 
Hiejj. b^bdous lot of good in equipping Freethinkers for

; All religious ”  battle.
■s C)) ^le same the problem of keeping a set together 

can only be solved by binding them in one

He ~and this has at last been done.
• ist .. e> then are the complete eighteen pamphlets 
of ull.y bound in cloth— a handsome volume of some

« « f c : be8t
> o nJTl ■work associated with the name of their 

mid I  can fancy few better presents for the 
~°i'. for that matter, at any time.

ti a edition is strictly limited and should be' exhausted 
To Vv lort time— doing the work we all have at heart, 
ill Cni0rk described by George Meredith as “  the best Of 
^  l"ses.”  H.C

'lotti N 'p h lc ts  tor the People.”  Complete set of eighteen :11 OS. --- - ---  r.----Xpostage 3d, (Pioneer Press).

OBITUARY
Jt is with regret that we note the death of Mrs. Seaton 

Tiedeman in her 90th year (October, 1948). She was a member 
of the Ethical Society and a valiant lighter for Divorce Law 
Reform. It was in connection with this movement that she 
will be best remembered. Almost her whole life was taken up 
with this question, and A. P. Herbert’ s “  Divorce Bill ”  owes 
much to her. The N.S.S. lias cause to thank her for her many 
fine lectures and untiring propaganda on Divorce Law Reform, 
one of the aims and objects, it should be pointed out, also of 
this Society.

J. S.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON— Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath).—Sunday, 12 noon: Mr. L. Ebury and Mr. .1. H. 
Lupton.

LONDON— Indoor

Rationalist Press Association (Alliance Hall, Palmer Street, 
S.W. 1).—Monday, December 20, 7 p.m.: “ Current Theories 
of Personality.”  Sixth Lecture. “  The Eclectic Approach.”  
Dr. Frieda Goldman.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Rod Lion Square, 
W.C. 1).—Sunday, II a.in.: “ The Blood of the Martyrs.”  
Mr. Archibald Robertson, M.A.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place, 
Edgware Road, W. 1).—Sunday, 7-15 p.m.: “  The Origin of 
Christianity.”  Mr. F. A. R idley (N .S.S.),

C O U N TR Y -O utdoor

Glasgow (Brunswick Street).— Sunday, 3 p .m .: Messrs. 8.
Bbyden, E. L awasi and J. H umphrey.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’ s Pool).— Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Mr. A. Samms and others.

COUNTRY—I n d o o r

Blackpool Debating Society (4fi. Adelaide Street)__ Tuesday,
December 21, 7 p.m.: “ Rationalism.”  Conn. 1<\ ]l.
Amphlett Micklewhight.

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room. Mechanics’ Institute). 
Sunday, 6-30 p.m.: “ This Evening's Programme is 1 In the 
Lap of the Gods ’ .”

Glasgow Secular Society (East Hall, McLellan Galleries, 
Sauchiehall Street).— Sunday, 7 p.m.: “  Did Jesus Ever 
Live? ”  Mrs. M. Whitefield.

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate).__
Sunday, 6-30 p.m.: “ The Challenge of Secularism.”  Mr. 
'I'. M. Mosley (Nottingham Branch N.S.S.).

Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Society (Technical College, 
Shakespeare Street).—Sunday, 2-30 p.in.: “  The Meaning of 
History.”  Mr. Bert Haylett.

JUST ISSUED

HANDBOOK
of the

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
Vital Information 
for all Members 
and Freethinkers

32 pages. 7d. p os t  f ree .

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, An Anthology for Freethinkers.
By William Kent. Price, cloth 5s., paper 3s. 6d.; 
postage 3d.

ROME OR REASON? A Question for Today. By Colonel 
R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d; postage Id.
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HELL IN HEAVEN

TH E  baby had taken a turn for the worse and was 
dying. The poor wee mite was only three weeks old. 
But her mind was made up. Twenty-one daily headlines 
in the “  Morning Mail ”  had helped her to reach the 
decision. She would tarry no longer in this world of woe. 
Alas, in her innocence she was unaware of the enormity 
of the peril in which she placed herself. Not so the 
hospital staff, who being quite naturally very upset, 
were anxious to do all that could be done for the child.

The first major signs of the child’s decision became 
apparent during the night nurse’s spell of duty. She was. 
really concerned for the child as are all nurses under the 
hard shell of their exterior. As is natural on all such 
occasions, she fell to musing on the meaning of life and 
death, and the purpose of the heartbreak attending such 
a fleeting visit to this planet. But, being nothing of 
a philosopher, she was about to relinquish the quefst 
when suddenly her memory stirred and she was shaken 
to her foundations. Her foundations were the ritual and 
circumstance of the Christian religion. Her memory 
revealed the terrible truth that the baby had been 
admitted, to hospital unbaptised. And now it appeared 
to be taking its, leave of this world in abysmal ignorance 
of the destination of the uninitiated. There was only 
one thing to be done, she must baptise the infant herself.

Having once made the decision it was a matter of 
minutes only to arrange the ceremony. The two necessary 
requisites were words and water. Holding the babe in 
her arms she lightly sprinkled the1 forehead with water 
saying, “  I baptise thee in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost.”  An intense relief immediately came 
over her. She could almost bear the glorious song of 
praise from the heavenly host, rejoicing at the salvation 
of vet another soul. Her halo perceptibly expanded by 
two inches. But now doubts and fears began to assail 
her. Was she the proper person to perform these rites 
and had she included all the essentials in the ceremony? 
Her anguished brain could think of no omission, and 
satisfying herself that she had done her best, she 
determined to ask her relief about it if so be that the child 
had not then departed.

Promptly at the appointed hour her relief arrived and, 
“ God be praised,”  the infant still breathed. The watcher 
of the night rapidly unburdened herself of the worries 
that beset her and reassured herself on the correctness 
of her officiation. But to make doubly sure they agreed 
to hold a repeat performance, this time with the under
study (the oncoming nurse) in the star role. Once more 
the mystic rites with water and the word and once more 
the feeling of relief.

But complications set in. A fellow-worker chancing on 
the scene was sure that the child was of a Roman Catholic 
family, and being herself of that denomination, she 
promptly stepped into*the breach. Yet again this initiation 
ceremony, for the third time the paraphernalia of a 
baptism, but now with a Roman Catholic background.

At this point arrived evidence of the O. of E. origin of 
the babe, and protests, at the Roman Catholic ceremony 
were interspersed with a violent defence of it and the' 
assertion of its indissolubility. Peace was partially 
restored by the arrival of the Ward Sister for the day. 
Seemingly sisters are equipped with two halos to the 
nurse’s, one, giving them a higher standing and greater 
influence with the almighty. At any rate she was 
exhorted to re-enact the scene yet again.

The peals of laughter which were her first reaction fo 
the farce which had been played out, soon turned to

December IT
1«) IB

positive disgust. Slie warmly “  congratulatedthe thebiih-
angelic three for their prompt action in saving tiou 
from its deserts, the hell-fire and eternal 
which would otherwise have been the price oi 1 
weeks innocent existence, and turned her atte 
the pressing needs of the living. vvhid*

The babe died. The three, unable to 
denomination had legal right to the babe’s soul. jul(] 
issue to be fought out in the realms above, ; ol)ly 
succeeded in rescuing the babe from the hell be < > 
to transfer it 'to  a hell in heaven. j

LOVE ONE ANOTHER !
How Christians love to quote. The Book 

And give you verse and line,
Together with that unctuous look 

That makes them feel divine.
“  Love one another ”  Jesus said,

(A  beautiful oration)
Yet each would clout his neighbour’s bean 

On any provocation!
The R.C. willingly would send 

The Protestant to hell;
And Protestants a hand would lend 

To burn the Pope, as well.
The Low Church always hates the High,

The Free Church is taboo;
Salvationists would sooner die 

Than join the Oxford crew.
The Methodists, the Quakers.,

'File Elimites and all,
The Baptists and the Shakers 

Forget their Maker’s call—
“  Love one another ” —No, not they!

Yet all expect a pew 
Reserved for them in heaven one day—■

But not for me and you !
O what a peaceful home is there,

Beyond those Pearly Gates;
Where all can sit and spit and air 

Their loving little bates.
A fishwives’ paradise indeed,

Well-splashed with blood and guts—
If that’s tlie Love on which they feed,

'Then give me Monhen Nuts! ,,
8 ' W. H. WOOD'

A P R A Y E R
The following copy of a prayer offered some years ali 

given in the ”  West Somerset Free Press — ¡,i
“  () Lord, Thou knowest that T have nine h ou s in ’ 

the City of London, and likewise that I  have * ge*. 
purchased an estate in fee-simple in the county of p 
Lord, I beseech Thee to preserve the two counties ^ 
F.ssex and Middlesex from fires and earthquakes;
I have a mortgage in Hertfordshire, 1 beg thee l" ’1’.„J 
to have an eye of compassion on that county, ‘ '.¡pi 
Lord, for the lest of the counties, Thou mayest deal ^ 
them as Thou art pleased. O Lord, enable the bam* 
answer all their bills and make all my debtors good **¡(1 
Clive a prosperous voyage and return to the Merb i  
sloop, which I have insured : and, Lord, Thou hast ,t 
' That the days of the wicked are short,’ and I L ;,n 
Thou wilt not forget Thy promises, having purchase** 
estate in reversion from Sir J. P., a profligate y.® pc 
man. Lord, keep our funds from sinking; and if g0ji. 
Thy will, let there be no sinking fund. Keep my ,̂(1 
Caleb, out of evil company and from gaming houses. A,jn 
sanctify, O Lord, this night to me by preserving me L„|. 
thieves and fire and make my servants honest and ca* 
whilst I, Thy servant, lie down in Thee. O Lord. An’ .-
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