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Me and My Gods

>  peculiarity of religious arguments that when placed 
. _ 111 conditions one ]>oint will frequently cancel (ho

lì'

other Thus it is not unusual to find Christians taking
l'ari.fre^ nt L'on‘lition of Christian nations, when com- 
c|1;ir' w'th more ancient times, as proof of the purifying 
Wi]] '¡!’tcr their creed, and, at the same time, they 
of ‘^ «n t the unquestioned and unquestionable spread 
deto • eli?f* if disbelief has resulted in a visible
t)Ver 10rati°n of social life, the superiority of the present 
ilc,. - society is non-existent. If there is no such 

on the contrary, a continued improvement, 
an,]V]'1'*1 on the face of it, not inimical to progress, 

hi n 0̂rce of the argument for Christianity disappears, 
of a | "? same way, when it is a question of the validity 

’n a future life, the Christian dwells upon the 
Actions of the present life as affording a strong

o / t i o „  in favour ()f another. When it is a question 
perfgp..,existence of God, and the Atheist uses the im- 
•lijj ,!°ns of the world as making against the belief in

Wieseulf!s j imperfections áre declared to be disguised 
The > S’ the “  plan of,creation ”  beyond criticism, 
for. i"'f that he has destroyed one of his arguments 
ii,yV1 uture life in so defending his belief in the Deity, 

Qj Sc*mg to dawn upon him for a moment.
•if«,, ' ‘ ’Urge, strictly speaking, what is called the moral 
ii)(jf(, ‘‘ ‘’ 1 f for theism has no logical value insofar as the 
'f thĜ lstence °f God is concerned. Those who say that 
'On]u' 1 "e a God he must act in such and such a manner, 

11 mere question of fact with their own moral 
If the, ■e is a God, what he is like and how he 

*s t) to be a question of simple observation. There
th)ng in the nature of the idea of God t<> prevent 

'reiving him as wliolly good. Although moral
o,L. ’ "ng in the nature of the idea of God t<> prevent 

""reiving him as wholly good. Although moral 
'leiti^1'1̂  their part in determining the development of

they have nothing whatever to do with their 
w ith early religions there is no indication what-

111, ll't men are led to worship them out of admiration 
"'or ,!ei>' moral qualities. The keynote of primitive 
ta i 'T  is not love, but fear. Indeed, tire more 
kT^ Tent the primitive gods are- conceived to be, the 
‘N)i>r tl,e probability of service to them is minimised, 
fee)], unties will naturally be looked at with more kindly 

^lan others, but, in the main, the gods are 
'Mli. troublesome, hut undeniable facts. They act 
;i|s ], Will; and man must make the best of the situation 

it.
Ikirf,, ’"five gods are magnified men, but they arc not 
k, i( ju>  men. The inoralisation of the gods belongs 
% l 7 r stnge of human evolution, and is consequent on 
!(.]] growth, not precedent to it. This point was very 
'*f some vears ago bv Dr. .Tastrow ; in bis “  Study

6 ,1 Jon ,” he s a i d : -
I * lie various rites practised by primitive society

II Ward off evils, or to secure the protection of

dreaded powers of spirits, are based primarily upon 
logical considerations. If a certain stone is regarded 
a si sacred, it is probably because it is associated with 
misfortune or some unusual piece Of good luck. 
Someone, after sitting on the stone, may have died, 
or on sleeping on it, may have had a remarkable 
vision. Taking, again, so common a belief among the 
people as the influence for good or evil exerted by 
tlie dead upon the living, and the numerous practices 
to which it gives rise— it will be difficult to discover 
in these beliefs and ceremonies the faintest sug
gestion of any ethical influence. It is not the good, 
but the powerful spirits that are invoked, an appeal 
to them is not made by showing them examples of 
kindness, justice, or noble deeds, but by bribes, 
flattery, and threats.”

Vet while moral ideas have nothing to do with gods 
they have much to say concerning their influence on 
social life. I do not think, for instance, that any de
veloped mind to-day would repeat St. Paul’s teaching 
that we are but as clay in the hands of the potter, and 
the potter is justified in breaking or making us as he 
feels inclined. The general belief to-day is that ethical 
results should he settled by the decision of Man. In 
fact that has to be done in every case. Scientifically ,it 
is not God who decides the movements of Man, it is 
Man who decides the movements of gods.

It is the clash of observed primitive belief that gives 
birth to the hosts of apologies that sfrive to justify the 
ways of God to Man. The pity is that preachers and 
hearers seldom realise that these apologies are in them
selves condemnations. A God whose methods need so 
much explaining must needs become the subject of sus
picion. A ,God whose claims to worship rest upon the 
moral order of the universe should at least have made 
that order plain enough for one of average intelligence 
to understand. Justice is not so difficult, and a sense of 
fair play is tolerably strong even with children.

Christian preachers are never tired of asserting that 
the universe has a moral governor, 1 although always 
shrinking from this government being tested by any 
accepted moral standard. How does the government of 
God stand the test? Let anyone put to himself the 
question, would 1 act as God is presumed to act if T 
possessed the power and wisdom he is believed to possess ? 
And there will be but one answer. Hardly anyone would, 
and the proof of this is that hardly anyone does. Of 
course, such a test is blasphemy, but blasphemy is only 
a religious description of things die religious man does 
not care for. The test is really suggested by tbe theist 
himself. It is not the Atheist who desires to apply 
moral standards'to the universe. Such'tasks to him are 
ridiculously out of place. It is the theist who insists 
that the workings of the universe' disclose a. “ .moral 
plan. The Atheist simply takes him nt his word and 
judges the world by the test suggested, and then exhibits 
the result: Tf the world really has a moral governor we 
are fully warranted in asking for evidence.
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It is useless replying that we cannot see far enough, 
and what appears to our limited view to be evil may, 
to a larger and more comprehensive gaze, turn out to 
be unalloyed good. Our judgment of the world, what
ever its form, must be based upon this same limited 
survey, and if its condemnation is to be dismissed as 
untrustworthy, its approval may be equally lacking in 
validity. If a larger view be taken, it might turn 
apparent evil into ultimate evil. The chances on both 
sides are equal, and we must make up our pnind either 
to trust or distrust our human judgment, such as it is. 
And to bring in the possibility of a future life where all 
things may be made clear, is to surrender to the Atheist 
outright. For it is a tacit admission that this world 
does not provide the evidence it is supposed to furnish.

The test applied by the Atheist is not an unreasonable 
one, it is, indeed, the oidy one consistent with a due 
sense of intellectual rectitude. The Atheist is told that 
the world furnishes evidence of a plan, and that this plan 
indicates moral rule. The Atheist examines the world, 
and while he finds much goodness, he also finds every
where suffering, injustice and misery. This is the case 
in both the animal and the human worlds. Neither 
goodness or badness are rewarded as we would have them 
rewarded. Diseases flourish, and knowledge necessary 
to overcome them is of slow growth. Disasters by se«/ 
and land overwhelm the imagination with the intensity 
of their horror. People are bom into the world pre
ordained by the combined influence of heredity and 
environment to a drunkard’s, a criminal’s, or a suicide’s 
grave.

Would supreme power, with only average decency of 
life tolerate such a statei of being for an instance? The 
conduct of most people provides ready answer to the 
question. The very people who argue that “  providence ’ ’ 
has “  infinite wisdom,”  arranged things on the most 
beneficent plan, are found trying to bring about a 
different, state of things. Those who attempt to justify 
the existence of natural laws whereby children suffer 
from inherited weaknesses, are found doing what they 
can to check their ills. All human culture and civilisa
tion is, from one point of view, an attempt to correct 
the order established by Deity. Man’s inhumanity to 
man may make countless thousands mourn, but man’s 
humanity towards his fellow-man should cause the

Father of all ”  to blush for his conduct towards his 
children. CHAPMAN COHEN.

THE PAPACY AND THE DARK AGES
“  It has sometimes been said that Christianity brought 

civilisation to medieval Europe, but it would be truer 
to sap that civilisation brought Christianity.” — “  The 
First Europe,”  C. Deusle B u r n s .

“  The Papacy is the ghost of the Roman Empire sitting 
crowned on the grave thereof.”  'I'llis definition of the 
great English philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, remains to
day the classical definition of the Papacy. But a “ ghost”  
cannot by definition function whilst its original survives. 
In this last respect, the Papacy lived up to its ghost-like 
character. For it only began to flourish as its original, 
the secular Roman Empire of tho Caesars began to 
decline, that is, in Western Europe. For in the East, 
where the “  Lower ’ ’ (Byzantine) Roman Empire con
tinued down to the Fall of Constantinople in 1453, the 
Papacy could never make any headway.

The Roman Empire in the West began to crumble to 
pieces in the third century of the Christian era, as the

result of economic exhaustion, servile discoide" ,
• about

nid
178
had

to.

barbarian invasion, aireuuy wrmug *......; ., |gug
under Marcus Aurelius, the Pagan apologia e ¡u„ to 
warned the Christians that the Empire^ wa£L0raiiy 
pieces, and that it was their duty as patriots 0 juSt, 
its support. Incidentally, Celsus’ Polemic 
Christianity, suppressed by the Church after i s.  ̂ ^  ĵje 
has been partly preserved in the counter-polemic 
Christian doctor, Origen. ]uls

As the Russian historian, M. I. Rostov s > 0j 
demonstrated in his “  Social and Economic D1* ]>ea|
the Roman Empire,”  the third century marked 
exit from the stage of history of the old ih)IU'u' uiture, 
class, and, since the classical culture was a class ^ ¡s 
of the culture itself of antiquity. As a result 0  r.

revolt of the masses,’ ’ brutalised and steeped 'n,^  0f 
stition, as the result of immemorial cental ioŝ ^  
servitude, a flood of credulous superstition swept m ju 
the East, and the old Pagan Rationalism embout ^  
the philosophic schools of the Stoics, Epicureans, 
Cynics, disappeared finally in the self-same century- ^  
intellectual “  glory that was Greece ’ ’ precede! ^ 
political “ grandeur that was Rome,”  
oblivion.

pre
on the

The new ruling class that was thrown up by the  ̂^

way
;ial

upheaval of the third century, shared to the lull ^  
superstition of the. masses from which it sprang- ^  
Roman Emperors of the Decline were men ol “ u 
origin, strange to the rational culture of the old 1 rVj]e 
class. The greatest of them, Diocletian, was of_ u " 
origin, whilst Constantine, “  the first Chris1 
Emperor, was the son of an innkeeper’s-daughter- )̂t, 

The triumph of the masses was .simultaneous!) (|K, 
triumph of religion. In a. servile'social order, whed ^  
majority of the men were unpaid labourers, '*"’1 1(Cli-

was the 11women unpaid prostitutes, Jind such 
trumpeted classical civilisation in its relation •" 
servile masses— this was inevitable. „.¡cal

The third century marked the end of c 
rationalism, the fourth, the beginning of medieval 1,1 vct 
stition. For this century witnessed the religious c° (j:lv, 
between the two chief oriental religions of the ^  
Christianity and Mithraism (Sun worship). '* ^voieJ 
flict remained for long undecided before tho b'n^v 
Spanish Emperor, Theodosius (378-95), the lirst 
Christian Emperor (Constantine was
opportunist rather than a zealous believer) ensure 
definite triumph of Christianity and, concurrently, 11 
duced persecution as a permanent feature "ito 
European life of the next 1,200 years.* .()|.]d

The Church of Rome and its bishops rose in the '' j 
along with Christianity itself. Already by the st’ . ,t 
half of the fourth century, the Pagan hist«*1 u,. 
Ammianus Marcellinus, comments on both the PI’lL‘|ll,|)1(l 
and the corruption of the Roman bishops’ entourage, 
armed riots in the streets of Rome aceompaniei
elections to this important and lucrative office.

But the Roman bishop had still 
authority even in the Roman Empire

very lim ite«1

At the fP°f
marking Council of Nictea (325) which marked botj'j^j. 
victory of Christianity and the definition of the- — . . .  -ui- noitarimi Dogma, the Roman bishop was not
represented, and the decrees of the Council were 
apparently, submitted for his endorsement.. mfil

However, the final victory of Christianity, the esS j, p,,- 
prerequisite for the subsequent dazzling fortune8 (pc 
Papacy, led to n, fresh development in the status 
Bishops of Rome. For in A.D. 378, the Roman E1’1' 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- - " b o 1*

I have traced this momentous religious revolution in nay
“ Julian the Apostate and the Rise of Christianity.”—Watts
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See. 
jy.
riau of Catholic dogma

hisl1IU 'SSUĈ  an Imperial decree constituting the 
()1'.|I0P °f Rome and his successors officially as Patriarchs 
Ki K'. " esk henceforth, alL the bishops of the Western 

(roughly, Western Europe and North Africa) 
tli .*1 su ,l'dioated to the Roman See. A landmark in 
tin*. ,'>!st0rie ev°hition of the Papacy. “  The birthday of 

QPaey, ’ as the learned historia:
T f J  Tunnel has described it.
]>.  ̂ 0l7  "  as on the side of the newly-christened 
w 0̂1' the fifth century witnessed the final dis- 
aihl '°n °* ^ ’e Roman Empire in the West, and a new 
(lev inUle i more considerable historical role thereafter 
h„p̂  v ffi'on the Papacy. In A.l). 452, Pope Leo, per- 
of || 1 le first “  Pope ”  in a recognisable modern sense 

le' w’or-d, effectively stood between Rome and the 
hoi ■> ' *be Hunnish invader, Attila, “  the scourge of 
Coji,' lrl the succeeding centuries between the final 
CfpJ!Se °f the Roman Empire (A.l). 47(5) and the Papal 
1<J lf® the Holy Roman Empire (A.I). 800), the 

P °f "hat was left of Western civilisation de- 
jji ( . °n the Papacy.

l!!’lno those centuries which constitute the “  Dark 
Tt(1l Properly so-called—400-800—when the Nordic and 
Vtl°niC ¥ rb«ians finally overran Western Europe and 
the {■ ^flaca> it was the Bishop of Rome, rather than 

jt'stant Emperor at Constantinople, who was the 
Tilt']>Ve *eu<̂ er °f what had once been the Roman world. 
th(. i oPes—as we now begin to call them—came before 
„ t ^ t h e r n  barbarians as the representatives of a 
“ ,, •“ ?' that of the vanished world of antiquity of the 

5ff!>ty men of old.”
tli,, ',ltever culture survived in the huge slum that was 
(Iie ,,Ur°Pe of the Dark Ages, survived in and through
V]P | ,lurch, which preserved whatever was left both of 

U( m’nistration and of the culture of the vanished("»Piro
7 'Ped tl It is true that some Freethinkers have rashly 

'e social services rendered by the Church to the 
of °f the Dark Ages. But this is to make a miracle 

T] ,0 ®xPansion of Christianity .4 
its , '■ . ghost of the Roman Empire ”  was now replacing 
K 0rigina’ ‘ •

!wn̂ edeTtsrSing

Between the sixth and eighth centuries the 
for the institution of the Universal Bishopric 

from the mists 
ecclesiastical cohorts

of its pre-history- 
of monks to a re-(W ____________ ______  __ ---.....

\ ii"e.St' I’hirope as effective as, and far more lasting 
Vti’ t 1*8 eni'her conquest by the 
Wi]i( ' Between A.D. 500 and 
^ U6l'ors of secular Rome 

^'^f'oal Rome. Ancient

Roman legionsl had 
800 the barbarian 

were converted by 
Europe ”  was being

^ -̂ ded by medieval “  Christendom 
’’  ̂ ('naracter in a modern drama is made to observe 
lV 'J|liiv is made in the dark.”  So, also, was the 
'■I i,'1’' ■ In the darkness of the Dark Ages. The Bishop 
!•(, l,|1ue went into the Dark Ages a Roman official; he 

from them as the actual spiritual and cultural 
s"'oi- i°f tbe West. Rome now only required a physical 

rj ' l b e c o m e  its temporal ruler as well.
:k, B sword, this political instrument, the Popes 
llii«..1?." in the late eighth century when they called in
'"i'll, l b l r .v  «id of the Franks 
• , , i  conquerors of Rome. 

H¡(.) '('ir ri age of convenience

( the most powerful of the 
The immediate capse of 

the first of many such
i
 ‘ 111 <.] ^  u i  d u u v r i i i c i i r u , m e  m a n  x j.j.u .x .1 y  a u u i

B l(| 1‘upal Rome has contracted during the course of 
i k|i,,j)n 8  career, was to resist the newly-arisen rival 
1 Sriin*1-* Mohammed, and also fresh swarms of 
i I’li,. ' I|c invaders from the North and East of Europe. 

- - . °utward and visible sign of the alliance: was

hie ' n ^'rst Europe.” —C. Delisle Burns.
n1( Benedictine Order, founded- by a Roman aristocrat, was 

1 effective of these missionary cohorts.

witnessed ¡it Rome on Christmas Day, 800, when the 
Pope crowned Charles (Charlemagne) King of the 
Franks, as “  Roman Emperor.”

This last event marked the beginning of the “  Holy ”  
Roman Empire, the political instrument of the Papacy 
for the creation of a Christian Europe. It marked in 
reality the beginning of the Middle Ages, the classic 
era, the Golden Ago of the Papacy, to which it still looks 
back with nostalgic regret, to the epoch of its totalitarian 
rule.

F. A. RIDLEY.

THERE WAS ONCE . . .

A DREAMER. Every day his brothers kicked him anti 
cried, ”  You good-for-nothing lazy dog! Why don’t you 
get busy like us instead of idling your life away wander
ing in the woodlands, gazing up ¡it the stars, and 
watching the birds and the flowers'? ”

The Dreamer would reply, “  That which gives a man 
Happiness is not a waste of time.”

After their hard daily toil, the brothers came home at 
night completely exhausted, and they cursed and swore 
at each other bitterly. In the course of time they grew 
old and very rich—and at last they died.

One duy, the Dreamer, looking down upon their graves, 
enquired, “  Have you found Happiness yet, 0  my 
brothers?

And the Dead answered, “  Yes. For the first time! ”

A MISSIONARY. In a far-off land he addressed the 
cannibals, saying, “  Behold, the Light is in me I Yea, 
verily, 1 have come to you that it may be in you also.” 

And it came to pass that it was so—because the 
cannibals devoured the Missionary !

A TRADESMAN. “  Honesty is the best policy 1 ”  he 
shouted from the house-top. Rut under his breath lit1 
added, “  if you want to become bankrupt! ”

A TRAMP. Careless and free he roamed the Highway 
of Life. Rich men passed him by in their motor-cars, 
choking him with their dust. Rut he only smiled. They 
would be dust themselves one day for tramps like him 
to tread upon.

W. H. WOOD.

TO MY SON

When I ¡tin very old, my lad,
And you are in your prime,

I hope you’ll tell them that your dad 
Did good work in his time.

When you are asked to bow, my lad.
Before some specious throne,

.1 hope you’ll disobey their fad 
And show your mind's your own.

And when they call on God, my lad, 
To make you bend the knee,

Just tell them that they make you mad, 
And curse their mystery.

J.R.
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ACID DROPS
Though the civiL laws of most countries have definite 

ones on marriage, the relapses from Romanism, the
apostate ”  Catholics, and the children of mixed 

marriages, have brought a number of problems with 
them, and the Pope has decided to alter the Church’s 
marriage laws to include them. Hitherto, they were 
exempt from the Church’s “  law ” — which incidentally 
ignored the civil law— hut now they are all roped in. 
liven the children of mixed marriages who have never 
been baptised at all, or even baptised in the “  heretic 
Church, will in future be considered as full members of 
the Roman Church. This means in practice that if ever 
they marry, it will not be considered a marriage at all 
unless performed by a priest. We wonder now what the 
State—any State— has to say at this impudent ruling of 
a foreign crowd of priests, and what the people mostly 
concerned think of it? ----------

All sorts of confident assurances that Christian England 
will be “  converted ” — that is, change her Protestant 
Christianity to Roman Catholicism— are being made, and 
each way of doing it is hailed as a sure winner. The latest 
comes from Archbishop Roberts, S.J., who told his 
delighted audience, “  I am convinced that the key to 
the conversion of England is held by the Catholic girl.”  
Whether they believed this or not— and only a i'Ool can 
believe it— the fact remains that one, of the biggest head
aches Catholic girls have to face, is the way so many 
Catholic young men seek partners in Protestant girls, 
and ridicule the fulminations of celibate priests against 
mixed marriages. If the marriage turns out a failure, 
it is religion that is mostly to blame. But Archbishop 
Roberts, who comes from Bombay, may have many other 
headaches to contend with before a Roman Catholic 
England is achieved—only ho is too ignorant to know it.

While Archbishop Roberts has found out that the 
Catholic girl can easily convert England, Kr. A. Andrew is 
more than heartbroken “  at the little or no prospect of 
our country coming hack into the Catholic Church at 
present, arid one is led almost to despair.”  In fact, 
“  according to figures we have been looking into, it 
woidd seem that the number of those lost by leakage is 
not even balanced by the number of converts.”  It seems 
to have taken Father Andrew a long time to learn this, 
for it lias long been known outside the Church. In any 
ease lie appears to fool himself quitri easily. He thinks 
that there are several millions of people who love to hear 
Catholic broadcasts, and several other millions who are 
not hostile to religion, and all that is required is a 
terrific onslaught on them by a Catholic Evidence Guild 
speaker. But why does not Father Andrew himself “ have 
a go”  with a representative Freethinker?

As one of the main planks of religion is for parents to 
have a ”  quiverful,”  sorrowing Catholic parents in 
particular are now asking how they can raise a family— 
even a little one— if they cannot find houses to live in? 
Pathetic letters appear in religious journals complaining 
of the implacable hostility of owners and landlords to 
children, yet these people are in general not only 
religious hut Catholics. There is, of course, no reply, the 
only answer being the time-honoured one of birth-control 
— a deadly sin in the eyes of every bachelor priest. “  We 
want as many children as God sends us,”  writes one 
would-be father, “ hut our biggest worry is lest we should 
have a second before we. have found a house ; we know 
what a handicap'one baby is.”  Alas, even the blessed 
Virgin can't help here; or can she?

It is not only the Protestant Churches which .iri;
out for “ vocations.”  Many Catholic m s 1 " ettinfe 
under-staffed, and find the greatest difficult,v  ̂Colics, 
new recruits. Young men and women, even i (]lt>
want to have a “  good time,”  and are fed 'T  | up0n 
prohibitions, the grovellings, and the fear ""F  ,[(,t a
them by Holy rules and regulations. I hey °r
call from God to he priests or nuns—or even *• l̂ier<." 's 
nurses for the love of the Pope— at least, un cheer
good money in it. And they are always rea< ,\ ^money m it. And they arc always* *-■— jQ]1g ns 
the other people who will submit to anything , too
it comes from the Church. Unfortunately then 
few of them. ---------- .br QJ.illD

. oritV'
religious freedom as their right— when in ^ "  ,a.
How slowly to grant it when in control, dins 0 .^jcle, 
tion—not new to Freethinkers—is prompted by îni* 

Catholic Claims in Palestine ”  in the - ure 
Herald ”  in which it is asserted that the task to ê  
freedom for Roman Catholics is the responsibilj > 
United Nations and “  must surmount all consinti () 
of a political nature.”  Freedom of conscience . ((, 
ideal to which we can all subscribe, if it is appl'c l1 ’ ^  
all on terms of equality. Let Roman Catholicism
to its own history! ---------- . 0

Everything is subject to evolution, and Religim* ^ 
exception. A trite observation, hut how difficult , 
Christian to grasp. Even the Catholic Church s’;ly, 
change its motto of “  Forever the Same m' i ¡n
“  Religion made easy.”  An example may he 
that (he Diocese of Rouen Catholics may take  ̂
Communion in the afternoon— the rule of fasti''t*^ 
been relaxed, and a solid meal may he taken d  ,,

ho Id"three hours before Communion. To people w 
the procedure of Communion this is indeed a con<je'j 
for even a sip of water renders one unfit to recdV ^  
body and blood of Jesus. We are not quite sure 
degree of sin, “  mortal ”  or “  venial ”  when !lC°eJ(| pc 
Communion after breaking one’s fast, hut it In'* 
confessed and penance <lone for this heinous offenc •

' (T ¡«Tt appears to us that the Church is relax"’^| ,, 
solemnity, and in a moment of day-dreaming, j¡orit
fantastic vision of Bishops busily, packing up the ^ to

homes with full directions on the wi'G'^jJ
-in plain sealed wrappers—and sending them dm 1

wo"1'worshippers
We even envisaged the time when men and women ■ ^ 
have given up the old barbaric idea of swallow n't- 
body and blood of a God. But then we are antic'!’ 
by many years the evolution of ideas.

rii*
The Lanlbeth Bishops’ Conference message whid' "

was read in Anglican churches, bids neoplÇ 
1 sin'

to

remember that some of the “  first-believers were 
owned by non-Ghristian masters.”  We would ad“ , ĵ,c

to

many Christian masters also owned slaves, a” 1 .t,„
followers of the meek and gentle Jesus, when co|,,l,‘ |„. 
with tlie Pagan slave owners—even allowing ltl|V 
savage conditions of the times—were immeasurahl.v ' 
cruel than the Pagans, who incidentally did not 
find a moral justification for slavery in a Holy l ’**

The latest country to ban religion from scliod^ j() 
Hungary, where “  the religious ”  will still be n 11<> " 1 .
teach in Roman Catholic Schools hut religion 
The “  Catholic. Times ”  is perturbed and well it m'n 1 jpe 
for once allow children to grow up without relig10".' fir’ 
odds are that they will not attend church, ,l"'
“  Catholic Times ”  knows this.
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U'lie '  t0 t le Editor-
serv'ces of the National Secular Society in connection 

Hons A A o l ,Buri.A Services are required, all communica- 
Uivinn ,l° , be addressed to the Secretary, It. II. Itosetti, 

'file p “S l0n° notice as Possible. 
i/ij 0/i;THINKER be forwarded direct from the Publish- 
Hear iye Ele following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

’ 1,s•>' half-year, 8s. 6d.; three-months, 4s. 4d.
Te Notices should reach the Office by Friday morning.

SUGAR PLUMS

liis Sir Gao trey Layton will be remembered for
the ,, | Ulrsf some time ago, when lie complained that 
the tii °Wer deck ”  did not know the Lord’s Prayer. At 
\viJet| ile> we suggested that a sailor was quite as deadly 
udi,ij !7  '̂e ^new the Lord’s Prayer or not. The religious 
have"!* 'ms !lgaln burst forth, and this time seems to 
Ci„ s lrred u]> a hornet’s nest, for on the occasion of the 
tli,, llerr>oration of the Hattie for Britain, lie addressed 

tt?n6 egra.tion at Portsmouth Cathedral, complaining 
•'Hid corporate act of worship in schools is not enough, 

‘at even more religion should be taught in them.

to -d ji*  Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Society 
o''. It. H. Itosetti will open a, discussion onWj|] pi . —  ----------  — i • •

tut,,I,,. , O’ lstianity Save Us'! ”  The Society is a long- 
¡8 f s W'd one and attracts large audiences: admission 
C .’ " 1  is an open invitation to all. The
L.f.lii'.' Ings take jdace in the large lecture theatre of the 

Uollegc, Shakespeare Street, and commence 
„ . u p.m, ,______

Ha]j s Religion of U set’ ”  will be debated in the I.L.P. 
t'vejj- Southfield Street, Nelson, Lancs., on Friday 
Vic " 8 > Novemher Pith, between the Rev. J. Ward, 
K ,Mi 01 kit. Marys, and Mr. J. Clayton. We can 
1 l.iV| Su the Rev. J. Ward ¡a capable opponent in Mr.

’ hud an interesting evening should result.o O

hub Wednesday, November 10th, at tile Strentham 
¡iiiii .¡'¡g Society, Mr. R. H. llosetti will move a resoln- 
)lu. ( Hint there should be no Established Church.’ ’ 
hi  ̂ ''tine of the clerical opponent has not come to hand 
■d 7 'c h>r (his announcement. ’ITie proceedings begin 
hi,] * h-m. in the White Lion ltesturant, Streatham, 

''‘‘mission is free.

A. Samms, is the principal speaker, and

ViS ils Hie weather jiermits, the Sheffield Branch 
*'cK)|" - will continue its open-air meetings at. Barker’s 
V.,.- 011 Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. The Branch 
° V e8tarJ . Mr. .. . .
Nii.p kr|vc their assistance .as circumstances permit, 
thin]. < nthusiusm deserves all the support local Free- 

ers can '
. \VG
•Hr.] ( - ,lre asked to point out that the meetings at the 

!ln Calleries are the onh 
he auspices of the Glasgow Secular Society.

give.

"le only meetings in Glasgow held

WITCHCRAFT TO-DAY
W 1TCHCR.AFT is usually considered historically, as if 
a thing of the past. William Seabrook, in his “  Witch
craft,”  deals with modern witches, white and black, 
London, Paris, the jungle; human vampires on the 
lliviera; panther-men in Africa and Satanists in Pans; 
devil-worship in New York; were-wolves in Washington 
Square. He. is not directly concerned with “ the attendant 
dangers —  terrors and hatreds engendered ”  which 
“  frequently lead to crimes and attempted crimes which 
seldom reach newspapers.”  He is not concerned with 
“ rabbit h a t”  spiritualist seance,. Coney Island side
show or Indian rope trick.

Owing to the influence of “  family tradition,”  the 
subject has always been, for him, an “  obsession and 
chimera.”  A “ confirmed disbeliever in the super
natural,”  he was convinced that witchcraft was “  deadly, 
dangerous and real.’ ’ He had to reconcile the “  delusion 
of the operator ”  with the “  pragmatic.efficiency ”  in its 
use. “  Delusion as to the nature of power ”  does not 
“  render the power nil or harmless.”  All primitives and 
“  more than half the literate white population of the 
world to-day ”  believe in it.

Withcraft is “  not demoniac ”  but “  always analys- 
able,”  understandable “  within the bounds of reason.” 
It is “  simply the dark reverse side of a familiar coin 
in currency in medical psychology and mental therapy. 
“  Suggestion ”  is the “  elemental key ”  and a “  com
plete definition ” is “  induced auto-siigdestiari.”  The 
intended victim “  must know,”  lie must “  fear it,”  and 
it can “  only operate functionally ”  bn “  sentient 
beings.”  “  If Hiumpty Dumpty is an egg ”  it can “  not 
even make him wobble.”  But if Humpty Dumpty is 
“  sentient, witchcraft can make him fid! off the wall."

The case is illustrated in a series of short stories, based 
on personal experience; anecdotal, well interlarded with 
newspaper reports, journalistic, literary and scientific 
items. Concerning Dolls in general, and the Witches Doll 
and its equivalent, explain the doll as a. symbol. Mon
strous Doll in Africa was a corpse dressed in a shirt 
stolen from the victim. This story is a “  witch-killing 
which contained all the elements.”  It brings out the 
technique, the imitative and sympathetic magic, and 
ways of applying suggestion to the victim.

Ten Cent Store Doll in France, and Doll dc lure in 
London, show the same characteristics. Wooden Doll in 
a Gave, an Ivory Coast scene, brings, in the idea of “  Ian- 
shaped destiny ”  and shows how witchcraft can he 
countered by suggestion; in this case, the spell was 
broken by the death of the sorcerer. Our author believes 
the victim recovered “  because lie knew ’ ’ he would get 
well.

Sawdust Doll in Brambles, a scene in France, deals 
with a victim who was “  matter-of-fact and unimagina
tive,”  devoid of “  credulity and superstition,”  and had 
“ .no conscious fear.”  It is an “  unpleasant thought”  
that if there is a “  residue of unconscious or subconscious 
fear,”  the victim “  may succumb even more quickly.”  In 
this case, ho had, at five years of age, believed in “  the 
fairy tales and folk lore of that region, as they do in the 
Black Forest of Germany.”  Psychiatry has a “  simple 
name ”  for this “  not uncommon thing.”  Mis “  stroke 
had been the result of a “  compulsion neurosis.”

Nail-studded Doll in Toulon tells how lie, himself, used 
witchcraft; with the idea of fan-slmped destiny he had 
learned in the jungle; in defence of a friend. He saved 
her by “  tossing the ball back.”  With someone to help 
in suggestion, and sending photographs of the doll by

M
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post, his victim was “  kept fully informed.’ ’ Fortunately 
he says, it stopped short of actual killing.

Concerning vampires and were-wolves in general, and 
a historical account of the World Champion Lady Vampire 
of all dime, opens the second part of the book. Vampire, 
1 1 1 1 1 2 , from Brooklyn, New York, confessed herself to be

of that unholy kin.”  Afterwards “  she never again 
succumbed to her tragic craving, hut within a. year she 
was dead—of pernicious anaemia.”  The case brings out

physiological maladjustments ”  and “  chemical- 
organic causes.”

Panther-man from the Ivory Coast, a case of hallucina
tion in combination with murder; Lady Hyena with 
jewelled ear-rings, a real hyena, concerned an ugly ritual 
murder; but the Caged White Werewolf of the Saraban, 
a case of jungle madness, was an amicable arrangement 
between husband and wife, d’hese cases bring out social 
complications. Werewolf in Washington Square, a. more 
sophisticated case, was a “  neurasthenic—addicted to 
occult escape mechanisms.”

The third section of the book opens with a Presentation 
of an Open Question to which a Negative Answer may not 
be the Final Word. “  The veil of the supernormal cloaks 
witchcraft, telepathy, clairvoyance, occultism, mystical 
excursions into past and future ”  and “  shrouds all life 
in mystery.”  lteligion by faith and philosophy, by reason 
have “  neutralised each other.”  Honest debunkers like 
Houdini ”  got negative results.”  Others like Prof. J. B. 
Bhiee, deal with the subject “  cold.”  But our author 
goes “  the whole hog on it.”  The ‘ ‘ illusion ”  is a “  con
dition ”  which can be produced by “  deliberate technique 
and practice.”

”  Astral Body ”  on a. Boat  ̂ is a psychological study, 
using a mystical technique learned at the Melewi 
monastery of the Whirling Dervishes1!' PLe had no recol
lection of the seven-hour interval, but lie had “  done it ”  
in his sleep. Our Modern Cagliostro reviews the ”  white 
magic ”  and ‘ ‘ power ”  of George* Gurdjieff, Aleister 
Crowley and Pierre Bernard. Upton Sinclair’s ”  Mental 
Radio,”  and Mary Craig, his wife’s telepathy is con
sidered. But he doubts whether pain and fear can be 
“  sent.”  W. E. Woodward with a Hatpin Driven 
Through his Jaws, debunks a Mr. Ostraja; “  who had 
studied in India among the fakirs.”  This “  frivolous 
anecdote ”  shows that “  psychic anaesthesia, ’ ’ is not 
what ”  it seems to be.”

Justine Dervish Dangling, tells of fantastic experi
ments tried with that young lady. Best results came 
with ”  prolonged fatigue ”  or “  strain of some sort.’ ’ A 
dervish method brought a case of what Prof. Khiee calls 
pre-cognition; the affair of the absurd lion. “  It was 
tremendously exciting, hut it gets you nowhere.”

Justine in the Mask details experiments testing sensi
tivity and of how a mask was devised for blanking or 
lulling all five normal senses, for checking “ extra-sensory 
perception.”  Four times in more than five years she 
“  slid over”  into “  pre-cognition.”  Mostly it was 
“  retro-cognition.”  It was “  always something intrinsi
cally trivial, usually fantastic ”  or “  unexpectedly 
comic ”  as with “  the absurd lion.”  It all seems “  pure 
guessing ” hut the Einstein corollary, with time as a 
fourth dimension, leaves, him faced with.mystery in the) 
realm of the supernormal, even doubting the “  validity ” 
of his “  own doubts.”

A lengthy appendix goes into his “  obsession ”  further. 
In travelling from the tragic to the trivial he has “  out
grown his puzzlement,”  which was “  sincere.”

H. IT. PREECE.

the
THE WRATH OF GOD

TULLUS HOSTILIUS is described as the lai*
early Roman kings, and the fourth, and oi* reality 
seven. Some regard him as having had 1 1 0 1 1 1 0  
than Jesus Christ had to Mr. J. M. Robertson.
. Legend tells how Tullus departed from of

ways of Numa, and aspired to the martial 11  ̂ jn0gt 
llomulus, but these his predecessors 011° 
certainly to myth. as

Plutarch wrote a life of Numa, of whom lc, ^.¡becl, 
much as Josephus knew of Lot, whose wife 1S 1 1 s wilin' 
relying on ancient records, as lniving become 
of salt. _  ̂ na]]|

Numa was, according to legend, a great medicine 
and devoted liis long and pacific reign to the ^ 
ment of religion among liis rude subjects. 
instructed by the nymph, Egeria, in a grove from " gj]i; 
a crystal spring gushed from a dark recess. ^  
honoured him with more substantial marks of ,1 
that religious teaching, when, under the blue 
sky, both nymph and seer relaxed their austere h ^  
for piety, and listened to the promptings of Ven'1-’« ()[ 
delight of gods and men. Minerva, the* goddo 
wisdom, was on vacation at the time.

After his affair with the nymph, Numa, in tne  ̂
of growing aged, gained renown for purity. F .,„(1 
add this to his other qualities of pre-eminent piety 
wisdom, we are led easily to understand his grel, |,js 
fluence with late generations of Romans, who too '^ , 
liistoricityi for granted; for everyone admires, eve11 jy
he cannot recognise, wisdom ; aijd piety was
impressed upon Roman youth. As for purity, tha
mysterious thing. It implies an overcoming oj;
powerful sexual instinct, and that is, of course, dm
Moreover, although necessary for the continuance 0
species, the sexual instinct often occasions n ceh l]?1
degree of disgust. (See, for example, Lucrt j
Book IV, oil the evils to In; found even in lusting
highly prosperous love.) So to conquer it is snnu1. ^

The reputation of the holy Numa in late Roman 1111 tl
was so great that one writer lias recently used it
argument in favour of his reality, which impies ,̂r
men can never convincingly portray the ideal 011111 ' wt
in fiction. This implication is contradicted by 11
national literatures. . a|

Tullus Hostilius is, however, om- centre of atten
This man made Alba acknowledge Rome’s w'Jpr,',,1‘jjji

a war wherein three Roman brothers fought '' ,
Next he warred with the 11(ltcomthree Alban brothers.

and with Veii, and being straightly pressed by tlic,0'^,. 
billed host, be vowed temples to Paleness and 1 
who obliged by delivering him. Then, the fight '. 
won, lie tore assunder with chariots the king of - 
utterly destroyed his city, sparing only the \.,ve 
and brought the Alban people t,o Rome, where I10 <n‘ 
them the Caelian Hill to dwell on. ...^

Then lie warred with the Sabines, and again 1,1 j,',. 
into a predicament, this time in the Wicked Woo*'. (i) 
vowed a yearly festival to Saturn, and Opa, !lll< ;|S, 
double the number of the Salii, or the priests, of ^
Then, when by their aid, lie, had overcome the ^il'JlM|jie 
lie performed his vow, and thereby established 
feasts Saturnalia and Opalia. m

These events have no mark of authenticity, bm Ml, 
festivals superintended by priests need to .be giv 'e11 )ti- 
origin to ensure their 'continued acceptance by tht‘ 1"
lace, and the explanation given, being as worthy of F 
as finit of the various religions ceremonies record1’1
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passed muster with the Eomans, ns the
witl i later peopleshible did

However, the life of Tullus ended under a cloud, for 
l,lL" (%  n shower of burning stones fell from heaven 
JK>n Blount Alban, and a voice, ns of the Alban gods, 
'.,nilu forth from the temple on the summit, ordering 
, Hbun people to go back to Alba, to worship there.

ias been conjectured by men who hold ancient priests 
l c"ntcmpt, that the Sabine Priestly Colleges were 
V ^y offended at the settling of the Alban people at 
l<>’ne, and used this means to gain their ends.
, ,lf such is the explanation, the priests were unsuccess- 

^bans compromised by merely visiting Alba

Th
a .Year for a festival of their gods.

'¡f ,n.](|| Priests, however, had another object: to get rid 
bn„, Us' The burning stones were followed by a pesti-,eneeiigony the king himself became ill thereof. In an 
suttij ot anxiety he discovered on old book of Numa’s, 
.(Ce01 " .. 1th the ritual for propitiating divinities. He 
and ¡‘I' ls l̂eti the task he essayed, but, in his haste 
bravo F.norance, only with errors and omissions. His 
¡in,] and big charms were unheeded by the immortals, 
tha] ' .u‘" he would enquire of Jupiter the Thunderer 
"hr.i n,lRhty Lord was wroth, and smote Tullus and his 

'' h°use with fire.J j
top Us was succeeded by Ancus Marcius, who is said 
')eitigVC ^een the son of Numa’s daughter, the daughter 
after ’ rna,y as well suppose, one of the results of the 
:,iY,V(n°°n religious lessons of Nurna in the enchanted 
<leee ' , -^ncus appears to have profited by his pre 

s fate, for he tried to revert to Numa’s policy, 
¡¡cC(>rjl. the nymph,- of course. Wicked uien have 

suggested that the story of the lightning 
bfttpr’  ̂ Tullus is a euphemistic account of the 

T| S execu^on -by the Sabine priests. 
be]je^So events being legendary, we can with safety. 
\'t.v , ' .n°ne of them, not even those which are rational. 
'Iiset.r ll̂ ess, they have a background of reality, for we 
'V(, j. a there the power of the priest in Roman life, as 

lscern ifc through the myth of our Holy Writ.
''¡t|< VlC*’ *n fact> had no history other than that woven 

plilt of the powerful medicine men, and tbe change 
Hr,,, aKnn to Christian divinities was one from a certain 
t'Eii,! dominant exploiters of credulity to another

"P.
k ^  is another lesson in the story of Tnllus, but it 

*°r ff°man Catholics and their like. He careful 
to cross yourselves the right w ay!

J. (I. LEPTON.

OBITUARY

„ W
Ol iv e r  i a n s o n  t h u r s t o n , b .sc., f . i .b .

deep sorrow we announce the death of Oliver I ’anson
'iniSt" " , *u his 61st year. Ili.s cliaraeter and liis Ereethouglit

"'id 'hies were of the soundest, and remained so until the
t'hjjl educational attainments lie readied a very high level, 

((ii,|; , ,|,l0,>fc office. Quiet in manner and judgement lie won the
(i0v 1 e"&blod him to discharge the duties of a very important

<k Hiela'i* of those around him. The remains were cremated

hi* 28 where, before a gathering of relatives and friends, 
N(.j sh for a Secular Service was carried out by the General 

dl’y of the N.S.S.
R. H. R.

Pity of London Crematorium,, London, E.,

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON—O u t d o o r

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath)— Sunday, 12 noon : Mr. L. E hury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch. Hyde Park)._Sun
day, 4 p .m .: Messrs. Jambs Hart, G. Wood, E. Page.

LONDON—I n d o o r

Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C. 1).—Tuesday, November 9th, 7 p.m.: a lecture.

Rationalist Press Association (Alliance Hall, Palmer Street, 
S.W. 1).—Monday, November 8th, 7 p .m .: “  Reconstruct
ing the Remote Past,”  Otli lecture: “  The Age of Mammals,”  
W. E. Swinton, Pli.D., E.R.S.E.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C. 1).—Sunday, 11 a.m. : “  The American Presidency,”  
Mr. S. K. R atcuffe.

Streatham Debating Society (White lion Restaurant, Streat- 
ham).-—Wednesday, November 10th, 7-80 p.m. : “  That
There Should Be No Established Church,”  Mr. R. H. 
Rossetti, Opener.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place, 
Edgware Road, W. 1).—Sunday, 7-to p.m. : “  Microbes and 
Beyond,”  Dr. Stark Murray, li.Kc., AI.B.

CO UNTRY.—Outdoor
Glasgow (Brunswick Street).—Sunday, 3 p.m. : Messrs. S. 

Bryden, E. Lawasi anil J. H umphrey.
Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. : 

Mr. J. Barker.
Nottingham (Market Place)__Sunday, 7 p.m. : Air. T. M.

M o s l e y .

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’ s Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Air. A. Samms and others.

COU N TRY-Indoor
Blackpool Debating Society (46, Adelaide Street).—Sunday, 

7 p .m .: “  Materialism,”  Rev. Geo. Kami foot.
Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Boom, Mechanics’ Institute). 

Sunday, 6-30 p.m.: “  Is Communism Subversive of Western 
Civilisation?”  Air. E. V. Tempest.

Glasgow Secular Society (McLellan Galleries, Saucliieliall 
Street).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : “  Christ’s Debt to Man,”  Mr. 
Guo. L. COLEBIIOOK.

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall. Humberstone Gato).— 
Sunday, 6-30 p .m .: “  Marriage and Divorce Law Reform,”  
Air. R. S. W. Pollard.

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Coopers’ Hall, 12, Shaw Street, 
Liverpool, 6).—Sunday, 7 p .m .: 11 Seek Peace and Ensue It,”  
Air. H. E. Garrett (D.A.K.C.A. Club).

Nelson (l.L.P. Hall, South field Street).—Friday, November 
12th, 6-30 p.m.: Debate, “  Is Religion of U se?”  aff. Rev. 
J. Ward (Vicar, St. Alary’s), neg. Air. .1. Clayton, N.S.S.

Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Society (Technical College, 
Shakespeare Street). — Sunday, 2-30 p.m. : “  Will
Christianity Save Us ? ”  Mr. R. H. Rossetti.

Third
C.O.’s REUNION DINNER

December 4, at 7 p.m. 
V IC T O R IA  H O U S E  R E S TA U R A N T

(S tew arts)
191, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.I 

Tickets 12s. 6d. from Rex W hittaker, 76, Mount 
Nod Road, S.W. 16 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS

LONELY ? Join Friendship Circle. Details, 6d. Secretary, 
34, Honeywell Road, London, S.W. 11.
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THE SIGNIFICANT HUMANISM OF TWO 
GREAT ENGLISH AUTHORS

III AIAN1TY a(, last begins to emerge from long age» 
of ignorance and false beliefs about itself into an age of 
increasing factual knowledge and understanding. 
I'lieological superstitions, born in ignorance, evaporate 
in knowledge. To-day 'humanism begins to become the 
final supreme intellectual focus of humanity.

II seems to me very significant that two of England’s 
greatest authors in our time should he humanists: John 
Cowper Powys and Francis Brett Young.

•John Cowper Powys’ greatness is well recognised to
day. A writer in Pryns Hopkins’ “  Freedom ”  journal 
in California calls him “  one of the greatest English 
men-of-letters.”  Ernest Carr writes in “  The Literary 
Guide ”  that he “  liolds to-day a position unique in 
our literature.”  And have you read the wonderful 
tribute which America’s greatest philosopher, Will 
Durant, pays in bis chapter on Powys in his book

Great Mon of Literature ”  subtitled “  Adventures Tn 
Genius ”  ?

John Cowper Powys gives us a fine example of his 
humanism when lie writes in “  A Philosophy of 
Solitude ”  that “  We can live happily without knowing 
whether there is a God; we can live worthily without 
knowing whether we survive death. Why torment our
selves any further then by going round and round in 
this tread-mill circle?”  And how like his brother this 
is, when Llewelyn Powys says: “  There is nothing 
better for us to do than to plot for our own happiness, 
for the happiness of our companions, for the happiness 
of the whole human race.”

Francis Brett Young is well known to all of us for 
some of the greatest of bis twenty-seven or twenty- 
eight novels. In both “  Portrait of Clare ”  and in 
”  Jim Redlake ” , to take two examples, he gives us 
bis humanism in the character of what he calls a ”  good 
old rationalist doctor.”

”  The more humanists we have in this world the 
better; for we still seem to be in the grip of the 
diaholists.”  Thus Francis Brett Young writes mo 
recently from South Africa, and here certainly is his 
declaration of humanism.

John Cowper Powys certainly possesses this quality. 
He gives us an outstanding instance of his “  human 
feeling in bis book. ”  In Defence of Sensuality,”  with 
bis unusual concern for thousands of his fellow humans 
with “  living, empty, anthropoid bellies.”  T have read 
indeed that when he spoke on the public platform lie 
was, because of the sincerity and intensity ‘of bis 
utterances, probably the one most deeply moving 
personality in either America or England.

Two years ago when an article of mine stressed the 
vital importance of ”  human feeling ”  in the human 
personality and predicted that psychologists would come 
to realise this, it was John Oowper Powys who wrote to 
m e: ”  I am entirely in agreement with you in regard to 
what you say about human feeling.”

No one who has ever read Francis Brett Young's 
"  Portrait of Clare ” — “  Love is Enough ”  in America, 
and one of bis own favourites of all his novels—can ever 
forget the “  human feeling”  of his truly nfagnificent 
portrayal of the precious and thrilling beauty and worth 
and dignity of the young lives of Clare and Ralph. Here 
is novel writing at its noblest and grandest!

Yes, humanism is our highest ideal in life. 
Signficnntly, two of our very finest authors who also 
possess rich “  human feeling ”  arc humanists.

It certainly promises well indeed for Humanism 1  ̂
humanity to-day has raised these two authors jm<  ̂ . ^humanity to-day has raised these two  ̂ pjgli
“  human feeling ”  and their humanism to stu ‘1CV=..„8 <llm ________ _
pinnacle of acceptance and admiration and resjie1

GEORGE CAULF^Ilj|)'

NOT A SPARROW

areBrief Biography
WITH that half serious attention which dreamers 
apt to show towards simple things, picked out here an» 
there from the riot of happenings which crowd the n o tf 
of everyone, I have, for five short months, watched tla 
career of a small black and white kitten, born at m 
house, and buried only this morning. Jt was one of tl"1’1, 
the survivor of an unpleasant but merciful drown'11-; 
episode 1  prefer not to remember. I  saw it born >S:" 
the mother’s uncanny zeal ¡is ' ‘

IlUtJl. X »an -- , iJ
4«o she snatched—uninfl»*1

it the placenta. I watched her at her dilige11* 1 •[/,— cil uiu piuueiibti. i wuiuiieu litsr tvir jjci 
wifery, and until the whole of her brood, blind, a,l| jv #t 
experience only of darkness, were pawing vigoious. ̂  
her soft fur in their efforts to make the best  ̂ °()V ¡ii'
succour. Inherited memory? Primitive instinct, 
ifitelligent Life Force? It is hard to say. . (f ¡t>

Can the blind forces of Natural Selection, s'10" 1".” '
Huxley has reiterated, “  no trace whatsoever of (U‘slL jn 
account for all these facts? It is not difficult to "" .J
the case of the physical characteristics of domes11 
or any other animals, that Natural Selection, 0 I,e'|Vi)ii- 
by process of elimination in favour of the most 'll
tageous mutations, can have made them through t'1̂ '^/ 
what thev are, but the inheritance of comp'11.' ,„t
instincts seems to heg the question. Shaw's in*1''.the*. ’vet totally amoral Life Force is an attractive hyF^^n. 
and seems more able in the last resort to stand the s
That inherited instincts are transmitted in the ge" 
the germ plasm is easy to say, but violates all \ve (|U- 
of ordinary mechanical and chemical processes, 
possible exception of the behaviour of crystals. _ \-

That cats cannot count was the nejet conclusion* jfl( 
far as it was possible to see, the one kitten s?rUj0 ifi 
the brood, and it grew sleek and fat in proportion 
unequal advantages. |t ¡>f

Within a few weeks, presumably again as n reSl, ,ed 
blind instinct, this tiny little creature had dev’ (>Int> 
a sense of fastidiousness which would he a credit 
human beings, making futile efforts to raise 
ballast from the hard linoleum on which it spent its j,-’ 
to cover the products of its indiscretions in a dark c° , ,—  v—  . -—  ----------  ̂ -   —  -   -   —  -h 0*
Clearly revolted by what it already felt to be a bv*'11 j .•>
a...... ............ 1 .... !:.....  4-» cn..... o 11 UN 1 •decency, and anxious to conceal it. 
Samuel Butler?

Shaw ? Hu* 1

Jit?A week ago, with a completely developed person*^;
md its own particular way of dealing with chair cl>' (,f
pieces of paper and balls of wool, almost on the 11(1 
all the excitements of a male cat after puberty* p 
beginning, alas, to lose its youthful beauty, it s" \n 
fell ill, and died. The prodigal wastage of Nature* 
accidental dose of poison? I shall never know. . [pr 

I buried it in the garden, near its two sisters 
early hours of the morning, when so many of us sti 'pli 
the poise and confidence which later carries us I" jr()l.
the day, and emotions are not always easy to 
How many of our gardens enshrine the poignant 
memories, that tend somehow to the endearment
plot of earth ?
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