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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

er New ManagementVlnd

,U «. quite common to find over a shop window a notice 
i'hs establishment is now under entirely new manage- 

lll’Ut. Tile notice oasts a slur on the previous managers 
Promise that the goods offered, and prices asked, 

1 ue altogether better than before... A confession of past 
, ult» may be accepted. But the change is not necessarily 
i'i,1 ith-e llHttel'- The new goods—with charges—may be 
'‘ “fitter than the previous dealings. .
mfferentlv worded, but the same in substance this 

>s now being conspicuously shown by many o out
„•‘Ulers who offer better religious qualities than they have 
? Ven before. Generally thev admit that business l,ee» bad. as
,, . but they hasten to say that is because the 
. 1 taste has not been consulted, and the wrong kind 

„ Hoods have been kept in stock, hence the announcement 
I ''! certain branch establishments of the soul-saving 
I lsi|iess have had their stock overhauled and much of it 

s )ue"  rejected as unsuitable' and unsaleable, and a
installed. Quite a large

UfiWr v.
assort anilSellle,1-t
d0 ®ent.°f new goods are now kept on hand; if people

lias Loieii

it See what they require they are invited to ask for and t- ’ - - - - -
old,ll'd they hope* to bring back old friends and a feeling

<0|’hiii ' t!Uŝ omers will renew their dealings. Un- 
theh. many of the old customers have transferred
Usie Pdrouage elsewhere, while others have learned to 
Vi,, <lU|,e another type of goods. So it may happen that 
l);u|]i)U" uianagement will find itself drifting towards 

u' ,uPtcy instead of arriving at ease and gladness. 
‘■lu,r(.1|S n°N however, quite as easy for the Christian
foil_ICs to revise their methods and to-regain their

an ordinary business concern. In business,«UppÇ^ as for . 
u depends upon demand, and the man who opens

depends upon the existence of a particular 
HntiSfvor su°coss. He has not to create, but mainly .to
N Dot’ rpbgious matters things are the reverse. It 
tlî t * | "e taste that creates the supply, hut the supply 
itnnt| avplops the taste. Left alone, the clergy are con- 
!itf0. ,v lamenting tliat man’s “  spiritual ”
S’1l>|!l'lleS' Fie loses all interest in, and for, the 
f|'io,.,!! dn by these “  spiritual ”  salesmen, and like the
♦Her
'"»Hi,

)rmed
ant

nature
goods

n

smoker 
of their 

wares needs

or drinker, often becomes quite in­
presence, and while the appetite for

, the wares 
The labels 

is about all

culnr wares needs constant stimulation 
. do not admit of very great change. 
’6 changed on the articles, but thatitq 7  ranged on tne 

p c'Ver .takes place, or can take place 
tl viewFreethinkers’ point of 

i(.(.0 e Christian Churches to revise their 
Hi, S t r u c t  their doctrines is a  pleasing spectacle, 

’'mission that Christianity is unfitted to the ti
f S e

the attempts 
teachings and 

It is 
times,

Sr> that Freethought criticism contained at least 
b'uth. And it is possible that the Freethought 
evidenced much more wisdom and justice than 

s ’ana are at present prepared to admit. Still, it

is pleasing to find advanced Christians taking up with 
the more elementary of Freethought teachings, even 
though these-are propounded with an air of reckless 
heroism calculated to make one smile. To find Christians 
recoiling from the charge of orthodoxy as people once 
did from that of Atheism is strong evidence of the change 
that has come over a part of the religious world. New 
theologians look down upon other believers with all the 
conscious superiority of a fourth standard schoolboy 
watching an infant’s first attempts at pothooks and 
hangers. Baptists and Methodists protest that the time 
lias gone by for demanding a literal acceptance of time- 
honoured doctrines. Prominent members of the Church 
of England are emphatic in their assertion of the 
necessity of reconstructing Christian beliefs. From one 
quarter or another nearly every specifically Christian 
teaching is being either rejected or modified almost be­
yond recognition. Very soon the only people who will 
be receiving the pure light of orthodox Christian teach­
ing will be those who provide the> material on which our 
missionary societies operate.

Let us do the clergy justice- They are not in any 
great hurry to revise Christian teaching. It is not they 
who discovered the falsities of Christian teaching— at 
least, it is not they who made these falsities public. Thu 
most “  progressive ”  of them say plainly that the reason 
for revising Christian teaching is that people are rtbt 
as satisfied with the sacred books as they were. If the 
people were satisfied, the doctrines might be as false 
as hell, the clergy would go on teaching them. It is 
not a question of what is true, it is. a question of what is 
safe or what is profitable. And where religion is con­
cerned, a lie is turned into a pure truth. The main feature 
of all these annual gatherings of (he churches, is, sub 
stnhtially, not the pursuit of truth, but how much of the 
old worn-out superstitions will the people retain. Some 
of the truth must be told, but that will still he very far 
from a plain truth. To-day the leading clergy arc striving 
to give— ns they say—tire truth, what they do is.to say 
to their brother preachers: —

Brother priests, science is abroad, and criticism 
is keen. Wo have tried hard to crush our enemies, 
and we have failed. We have tried to ignore the 
enemy, and failed. Let us take the hull by the 
horns, let us suggest that we welcome the develop­
ments of science and self independence. Let us look 
as though we welcome the criticisms of science and 
whatever will bring a better understanding of all 
religions. Let us also bring all believers into one 
body of worshippers. Let us live together. It is the 
only thing that will save us dying separately.

The uninitiated may well inquire, why is it necessary 
to revise Christian teachings? The correction of Christian 
teaching must come from secular science, secular ethics, 
and secular sociology. There is positively no other 
direction from which correction can come—revelation and 
inspiration are out. of fashion. And if we have to learn
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wjiat is the truth from secular science, why waste time 
in getting exactly the same things served up again as 
religious doctrines? The only sensible reason for re­
vising and for retaining a religion would be that it con­
tained some important thing that could not be discovered 
elsewhere. But to revise Christian beliefs with the 
avowed object of making them square with scientific 
teaching, places us in the ridiculous position of under­
valuing scientific men for their admittedly valuable 
work, and over-pay religious preachers for offering to 
the public a distorted presentation of the truth. We owe 
nothing to them for their existence, and it must not be 
overlooked that it is the clergy alone who are vitally 
interested in a re-interpretation of Christian beliefs. 
Their existence as an “  order,” depends upon the people 
having truths, not dressed in religious garb. The laymen 
avIio take part in the movements are simply pulling 
chestnuts out of the fire for the benefit of their “ spiritual 
masters.’ ’

One would be more impressed if the clergy had ever 
tried honestly to discover what the people had ever gained 
from the elaborations of religious faith. But none of 
them ever seriously do that. None assert that jibe. The 
consequences would be too disastrous. With the revisers 
it is not a question of what the creeds mean, but what 
they may be made to mean, and of course, the human 
mind is ingenious enough to make them mean anything, 
just as it was once the fashion to make the “  day”  .of 
Genesis mean a geological period, or a chance exjrression 
in the Psalms teach the whole of Copernicus’s astronomy. 
Apparently it never dawns upon these reconstructors 
that there is scarcely an ancient legend that could not 
be converted into forecasts of exact science. Still less 
is it recognised that social and ethical ideals are no more 
miraculously created than are forms of life. Human 
ideals are born of’ the surroundings amid which men 
and women have their being, and it is as ridiculous 
looking for modern theories of life among primitive 
peoples as it would be to search for a Beethoven or a 
Wagner among the inhabitants of Central Africa.

“  The “  new management ”  with which we started is 
still with us looking for more, but gaining little, rooted 
as we are to the past, with our aims often reaching to 
the future. And yet the area of superstition gets smaller 
and smaller. The firm’s premises may be redecorated 
and the stock refurnished but the custom is drifting in 
other directions. Tastes are altering, and other com­
modities are in demand. The famous old firm is left with 
a stock of unsaleable goods on hand, watching its former 
customers hastening to patronise a more up-to-date 
establishment.

CHAPMAN COH EN.

have forecast a cycle of volcanic eruptions a11 ^
waves to take place in the next five • years- ,. 
harmless observation and one to which no oi'din1*1'^ ^  
son would give a second thought. But Tastor ^  
combe, evidently, is no ordinary person, for iu n 1 
the crack of doom ! I

It is. quite common knowledge that scientists  ̂ ,
quently forecast eruptive phenomena—sometimes ^  I 
happen and sometimes they don’t. Meteorologists. ^  
predict the daily weather, are by no means infallible  ̂ j 
their forecasts are wrong quite as often as they are* btj,e 
However, the good Pastor is no doubt always 0 , ^  
look-out for signs and omens suited to his purpose,. 6
is to put the. fear of God into all of us miserable 8111 fo. 1 
And what better than a few' tasty eruptions oi e 
quakes? To him they portend, without question. ■_ 
Second Coming of Christ, and lie asserts this as 
the truth. . , 1

Anyone is entitled to predict or to believe nnyt ‘ £ 
lie likes— but lie is not entitled to tell people tlmt ^  
the truth. Few followers of religion can be called mo ^ 
intellectual, the great majority are only too ready 
believe that anything uttered by a Christian m1-111, t0 
is God-inspired 'truth. Their religion forties j|
such a belief under threats of eternal damnation and 
fire! It they were capable of using what little >n 
genee they possess they would know that such P** e 
tions and assertions have been made by preachers j 
and time again— and still the Second Coming ls 
forthcoming! Perhaps .there is a technical liitch 5() 
where , ,( i\wThis time, of course, Stalin takes the role ot jj 
Master of Wickedness, the Antichrist. In the fii'st " ‘ „i 
war it was Kaiser Bill. In 1914 ministers shouted t' ,t_ 
tlie. house-tops that it was Armageddon. But it vV£lS.jtb 
In the second world war the same old cry went up 
Hitler as the Antichrist. And now it is Stalin! 
it does seem a pity they cannot make'up their imfl 
minds about it, . .

After being fooled so many times by these 1 
prophets it is amazing that people are still ready . 
believe such lying rubbish. Apparently there a*"‘ 
are fools ready to be fooled once more.

As no member of the Eliin Church would ever dm'1' ^  
dispute the Pastor's unwarranted assertions 1 " -| . .t)1 
happy to do so myself, and 1 would also like to ask  ̂
a few questions which 1 know perfectly well lie clUl 
answer. ,tool

1. Does Pastor Buncombe expect anyone but 11 ■ ,s 
or an infant to believe that when Christ’s foot toua g 
Olivet at the Second Coming the mountain will d el

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
EVERY time a major political crisis occurs some 
Minister of Religion immediately pop's up like a Jack- 
in-the-box with his favourite bogy— the Second Coming 
of Christ.

Pastor ('. II. Buncombe of the Elim Church runs true 
to form and has lost no time in using the present political 
crisis as an excuse for a little horrific scare-mongering. 
Beware, ye sinners, lest ye be found wanting!

It is, surely a very poor advertisement for the firm of 
Christianity and Co., that it is only by the use of threats 
and the weapon of fear that its customers are prevented 
from dealing elsewhere."

Let us examine Pastor Buncombe’s recent article in 
the. ,“  Elim Evangel.”  He gets off to a flying start by 
referring to—some American scientists in Hawaii who

in two? *
2. If Christ possessed such power what possible 

would be achieved by such a demonstration? If 
can only, cause destruction it is little wonder }>e ^Vl.
nothing to prevent the mass slaughter of lives in 
world wars.

3. Ministers teach us that God is all-powerful j. * 0Q011all-good—then why does not lie use his power for f ,,, 
f evil? Obviously he must wish Man to S1'1instead of 

or lie would 
poverty.

prevent all war, sickness, famine

4. If the answer is that God is punishing the Wr° jf? 
doer then why does he punish the innocent as 
And if God could prevent sin, why doesn’t be do ” (f 
The old “  free-will ’ ’ excuse does not bold water. 
we are given the free-will to do as. we like then why, p(i 
we punished for doing as we like ? If God says . /  
as you like— but I ’ll give von hell if vou don’t do *'■
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there is no free-will about it- I 111 
'•'wice without any strings attached. myths,

Every religion has it’s own co the only
El'les and fabrications—why, then is the Bil 
tt'iohof Truth? . . .  ori„ inated

*'• Belief in all-powerful but unseen . l p astov
i.l'uong ignorant and primitive , snvace« to
Buncombe ¡suppose that we are'still igi
•elieve in such superstitious nonsense. =11 ,,ml

'■ Why is Atheism gaining ground so • 1 J.er to
hristianity declining? 1 will g,ve intelligence.

S 1» one. 'I t  is because of M ans growing mtel 
■ ¡m is learning to think and to reason fo ^
of believing blindly just what he parson likes 'to• teUJ  
He prefers Reason and the evidence of science to
■Eason and superstitious rubbish.8. r,., 1
and
not do

nn-
„ - anu superstitious rubbish.

Ban Pastor Duncombe produce any indisputable,r- _ • 1 - -  - -— ^ u n w iu u t ; pruuuue a n y m uispuiaUJi
concrete evidence of God’s existence? If be can

..... ’1°  so then by what right does lie assert that Xlstence ?
oclfenco i>..~ j ; ’ ’ ■ ‘ and again and‘''('fence has disproved the Bible again 1
"ìstianitv lias alwavs been the swoi 'Ciencc ■ sworn enemy of.....................................j a  V / C O H  «.m o  = > V W 111  O L l M U X y  u *

'sience. Scientists have been persecuted, tortured and
\ to death by the Church for daring to speak tlie truth, Scansa, u ... ' - • EvenH " ’us contrary to Christian teaching. .......

science has had to overcome the opposition o 
’gious leaders. All the benefits mankind has recenei 

sii! i U® to scientific research and invention but not one 
(I, ? . Benefit lias been bestowed by Christianity. The 
P, n'ie of fear and threats of damnation are all the

""•-’B has ever given us! w H- WOOD.

THE AVERAGE MAN
EOjjp
J'oJiti "  e®{is after the publication of “  Parsons and 
';i|C ( , a,ls I was interviewed in our High Street by 
ip it ,̂If 6 y°ung people of the “  Gallup ”  Poll. This 
icq,,:,- "us quite an event and of all our friends and 
liave' ' !U1ces I appear to be the first, and indeed we 
■Ofe(,„1. " 0,1dered who. these people did interview. It 
nil “ y  t° me afterwards that 1 could hardly be called 
•riii,, , , ' ernge AIan ”  since in the first place the “  average 

I'jjj " <>ldd not read the “  Freethinker.”  
tf, 'j thought reminded me that end, generation has 
«hv^ ’h’sBt and hence the work of the Freethinkers has 

, he brought 1111 to date and every effort made (V'Bghte,, the new generation.
E' cun assume that the

A to,:;', hoary old legend, the Story of the Fall and the
>11 average man ”  believes
GtQjj ,7
.■ on ^ n t and the Fife and Death of Jesus. J must 

*Bat in this respect J am the perfect “  Cutnerite.” 
t«l ’ .the young recognise sooner or Inter that the fairy 
Mo|.y ._ey Eve in childhood arc fairy tales, the Christian 
By ('|( .ls ''etailed by the people who make their living 

so a« the absolute truth. True, there are a 
•11 f '̂*,1(bmi(l-one variations of the story, just ns many 
'■iifj.y us there are sub-divisions of the organisations who 
‘lie j. ,011 the profession, but although people recognise 
V . r ’-  0 the claim of other religions, it is assumed 
'nn .'c.v  are primarily Christians and as such believe

the odds are stated by the fact that, whilst all 
M ‘'¡Pons cannot he right-, they can quite easily all be 

No English Christian would consider for one 
h 'l i f . j ,th e  inanities and improbabilities of other 
Fill,, ls since he would recognise only too easily their 
flint f ' ŝ a 'natter of fact, the decay of religion is such 
(|iii,i,|. ‘ ‘u anyone to argue about it is accepted in some 

tls as indicating that you are slightly “  touched,”

and it is only in R.C. countries that the Christian religion 
retains those fanatics generally associated with religion.

In answering the questions put tom e by the “  Gallup .”  
representative there were none relating to religion, and 
j remembered the old saying that “  Love, Polities and 
Religion are responsible for most of the fighting in the 
world.”  ,

This reminds me that one of the earliest, books I read 
was Winwood Reade’s “  -Martyrdom of Alan,”  and 
particularly as the result of the two World wars in a world 
whidh the optimists of 50 years ago considered was on 
the primrose way to peace, people are sarcastic as to the 
effect of religion in preventing one of the greatest curses 
of the human race.

The history of the last 2,000 years is one of ruthless 
warfare. The effect of the Christian religion in bringing 
peace appears to be nil, and indeed the handle of the 
sword has been compared to the Cross, and whilst 
Christians do not profess to go straight to heaven when 
they die fighting as do other religionists, yet in the past 
all wars have been carried on with the blessing of the 
Churches.

One cannot imagine a religion more amenable to the 
demands of the temporal masters. Indeed, in an argu­
ment with a Christian lately, when 1 pointed out the 
number of people who had met their deaths untimely, 
lie stated that war was not resorted to until all other 
means for a settlement had been tried. My retort was 
that tlie Sixth Commandment was unconditional. It was 
quite evident, however, that as a religious fanatic he 
did not associate the words “  war ”  and “  murder.”  1 
quite agree that there are many in the Churches who 
would disagree with him, but then these religious people 
are always haggling about their religious ideas.

Jt may he true that to some of the rationalists a good 
deal of time and paper is wasted in analysing the books 
of the apologists (such as Bishop Barnes) and in tracing 
so ably (as does Mr. Cutner) these old legends and their 
write-up and incorporation in the Bible. Even the 
appearance of the latest work of Bishop Barnes, how­
ever, is a. proof that the Christians are always changing 
their ground as the lies are exposed.

For my own part tlie legends are obviously untrue, 
whether stressed as history or for their moral value, and 
it is unreasonable for morality to rest upon a fairy tale. 
Morality is a social product, but a statement of this kind 
is quite beyond the religious mentality. The historicity 
of Jesus is no more reasonable than that of Jove or Venus 
or any of the thousand-and-one “  divinities ”  which man 
has created.

We of tile present day, however, can congratulate our­
selves on the fact that a tremendous change lias taken 
place over the last 50 years. Granted that there- are 
hundreds of religious papers in circulation (and most of 
them reactionary in a political sense), that churches still 
rear their spires to the skies and the clergy still draw 
their easily earned money. The attitude of people to 
tlie clergy lias changed, however, and they are no longer 
looked upon as a separate and peculiar people. Anyone 
can read and study theology, and if it came to an 
examination probably a member of the Salvation Army 
would be quite as clever in bis interpretation of the Bible 
as any Bishop, and if it chme to, declamation as a proof 
of conversion would win bands down, Even the “  dog- 
collar ”  quid the peculiar clothing ceases to awe people. 
Their “  women's ”  clothing is smiled at and the common 
expression with regard to the clergy is that ‘ ‘ they have 
a soft job.”  Such is the present condemnation of the 
”  Servants of the Most High.”
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What a part religion lias played, however, in the past! 
All the huge structures of the world in Egypt, Near and 
Far East are associated with it. The pyramids, huge 
temples all over the Eastern world are all motivated by 
the worship in the Unknown, in fact for thousands of 
years mankind Was in thrall to building maniacs who in 
their anxiety to rear temples condemned untold millions 
of slaves to totally unproductive labour. Now, 
apparently, we are so poor that we cannot suitably house 
the slave labour of to-day, but just as in past ages, 1 
note that the bombed churches have priority.

The mention of bombing and the number of churches 
which were destroyed may well have made people wonder 
whether the protection of the Almighty was any good 
if He could not protect the buildings dedicated to Him, 
and one has a new slant on the rationalism of the present 
day.

This article was therefore the product of the “  Gallup ”  
Poll, and if these people want to create a sensation may 
1 suggest another question, “  Do you believe in 
Christianity? ” ip j) SMITH

ABSURDITIES
ONE DAY, while going about my master's business, on 
the cobblestones of Manchester my glance fell upon one 
of those advertisements sometimes placed outside 
churches, by the believers in the Christian God, to 
threaten or cajole passers-by to enter the holy buildings. 
Thereby I was warned that one terrible day awaited the 
atheist—'the day when he would feel full of gratitude, 
and find no one to thank.

The absurdity of that notice is, surely, among absurdi­
ties a gem of glorious gleaming. It is not a mere 
disaster of negligent phrasing, like Francis Thompson’s 
famous description of the setting sun, “  panting red 
pants into the west,” nor inadvertent clumsiness, like 
Meredith’s “  my fel were nourished on her breasts all 
night.”  It rather deserves to be put alongside the crude 
lines of verse I once read on the cover of a cheap 
periodical designed to beguile the leisure of adolescent 
working girls. They were: —

“  Youth she had a beauty,
Fatal the dower,

Born to be man’s booty,
Just for an hour.”

The path of the Christian has, however, led many 
into the pit of absurdity and here in bleak and stormy 
Ormesville, the jarring sects comprise one called the 
”  Christian Scientists,”  which, despite the facts known 
about disease, assures us that it is nothing hut sin. Now 
this sect have here a display-box in which, among other 
literature, sacred song is displayed, and thereby we learn 
that it follows the bold course of adapting the-work of 
others to its needs. The poetic quality of the original 
is often debased by the operation.

There were recently displayed by (he said fraternity 
some verses drawn from Benjamin Ueddoine. How 
much of them, as shown, were of his workmanship, was 
not revealed. The first stanza read : —

“  ’Tis God the spirit lends,
In paths before unknown,

The work to be performed is ours ;
The strength is all his own.”

Most of us would not object to being led into paths 
before unknown, provided the guide had suitable testi­
monials, but how we should then be "able to perform a 
task without any strength for it, is a riddle best left to 
the Sphinx.

i n 1048September

We
read

were not surprised at the second stanw1

“  Supported by His Grace,
We still pursue our way.

Assured that we shall reach the pi b.Ci 
Secure in endless day.”

Since, as we have already been told, we • \ve 
strength, we ought t<> have had more than supP 
should have been carried. However, the fina 
assured us that: —

God works in us to will,
He works in us to do,

The power to act is id I his own,
.His be the glorv. too.”

If this is true, then the praising of God bŷ  
is an act of God himself, God praising God. '|l0„lil 
is, however, regarded ns odious in a man. VU'yA 
it be thought otherwise in a God? .^„t

The ludicrous, of course, is an expected c0!1f.cf 1 „u1

ii«

J.UÜ uiuiutmCj wx wiiiac, in w  ̂ p
of religious inspiration. Did not Simeon Stym'G,,ing'
back the vermin (hat had fallen from his sores, * ^  \0 
“  Eat what God has given you ” ? Especially  ̂pb 
be expected when the said inspiration is mingD«^^.
the poetic, for metrical composition has its own
ties to meet, and to have it convey sense when bujc ^  
with a religious theme is to expect much, usu«1 ■ 
much. . 0f

Many a poet, however, has made use of the 
God as a mere device to bring his lofty, far'1', 
flight of song to a, fitting finish, just as in ancient ‘ulp|j|(' 
one of the Greek deities was made to descend up01’ ,, 
stage in his chariot, thus providing a climax and ‘'*(>llld 
priate end to a play, which the dramatist otherwise 1 
hardly have completed. , i(j ,1

The othbr evening 1, with many others, attei’’ ’   ̂
kind of public dinner, where the chairman, uccor''1 p(>, 
custom, said the usual grace: “  For what we are *’  ̂
to receive may the Lord make us truly thankful. ^¡„1, 
of course, time that the custom was dropped, but  ̂
of the foolishness of it. We thanked God for the 1 ’^on 
and yet, despite his Almighty power, in eonip111̂ ,,.. 
with pre-war affairs of the kind, the dinner was 1 ji;1t 
Chicken or turkey formed part of the menu, but ^  
tiny portions we bad! God could do no better, b° " 1 
and had someone suggested sending him a note of P'1,.^ 
the suggestion would have been laughed at. EvW < 
knows why things are in short supply, even Pfl” ’ ,iv 
know, and yet the farce of thanking God for that s'11! 
goes merrily on: .jcii

This reminds me also of the advice Christians so 
give us to thank God for his gift to us of life- ‘ 
advisers seem unable to appreciate the fact that 1,0 
can be given what'is an essential function of his 
A gift, moreover, can be made only to a living 1,1 
hence life can never he a gift to any being. , y

Another absurdity is the request to an unheli°'‘ j, 
God to trust himself to God, as if it were posse’ ' 
trust without belief.

There is also the absurdity of attributing to G°l .r 
fact that in Certain places where the populatin'1]̂ ,] 
dense the conditions of existence are salubrious, " 
in fact it is because the conditions are good tin'1 j,.. 
population lias become dense. There is, for .exa'

jt

tup1
plenty of rain over England and none over the 
as a consequence the inhabitants of the former 
numbered in millions, of the latter in hundreds. up 

Then the possession of the qualities which e" 
animals to survive in their environment is often sF
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°f »8 if devised by God, yet a llt.e , , me process 
inform ua that these qualities are deinn cheep that 
"1 natural selection. The nimbleness o egVii]e Bay 
b'wl upon the precipitous bastions of , ,t p,v the 
K maintained, not by the grace ot * ’ her(1 wl,o is 
ebmmation of the unfit; and the good si el cluirges 
l«.*o a Welshman, finds, at times, one o •
'ymg dead upon the road, whence it- fell 111 '

J . G. L U r T U ^ .

THE DANCE OF DEATH
, ljA DANSE MACABRE,”  that glim memorial of the 
Hiugs of fifteenth century people about death, has 

delightfully re-edited by Mr. E. F. Chaney, Head- 
'Mster of Manchester Central High School. Mr. Chanev 
, ,lte8 that his little volume is addressed “  to those who 
,'ne fo explore the byways of literature and history.

!" 11 sure that there are many such among the readers 
01 this paper. • ,
■ "die origin of this particular Dauce (Holbein s came ‘nteri D ...... . - > • ■.......................o :/ ls suggested in the introduction to this book. 
idV *val people were not quite so enraptured with the 

of joining their Maker as religious historians would... .... B luuiinr as religious mstonans woum
t Ve„ U8 believe. From Pope to peasant they preferred

1 'ding to this vale of tears as long ns they possi > y °W(l,

, La Danse Macabre ”  consised of a series of paintings 
i ” *he walls of the cemetery of the Holy Innocents 
,1 ilri8 illustrating how persons of all degrees welcome 

a prospects of death. Below each picture was a short 
T'anatory'verse. The cemetery was a popular resort1 tllM

1111
led

<>f (j1̂ (f'^2ens and Mr. Chaney dr aws back the curtai 
ü P^t and allows us a glimpse of this vanishe 

joltii 10,1 Lieir bargaining, love-making, swearing, 
WoiijT and weeping in and about the enclosure that 

S 0118 day he their last resting place. 
the i uTmg these representations, admirably copied in 
die i " f ’ 0116 senses the gloating satisfaction with which 
tl^,'fortunateunust have anticipated the departure of 
'"'Ve 'TPressors and exploiters. Skeletons, wearing 
'if tj >isl?1|8 tcusingly suited to the moods and station 
l|||Per(l1 victims> act as the heralds of Death. Pope,
Soi,, , 1 ’ lawyer, minstrel, priest and beggar are all, 
Aille,,'Ues frolicsomely, dragged awny to join in the

do v,V>U’ doctor,”  says the skeleton, "  with your urine; 
'U see any cure for this? ”

«I,
. t.

" I'Tdten yourself about it . . .  ”
V„u ,lss on, parish priest . . . i think you are forlorn. 
Lit "''''e wont tp gobble up the dead and the living, 

shall be given to the worms . . .
■n ° f the dying, in that believing agt, is portrayed
holy ( '"fi in the proverbial Christian style. Even the 
D |M n°t>k exclaims, "  1 should much prefer to he still 
Lvuî  elo:ster doing nix' dutv. It is a holv place and 

y spot . . . ”
'I.vili,, 'A ' ooueludes the unknown moralist, “  you go on 
"H day by day. For your days grow less so that 

' °u, who are now alive, will be dead within 100 
Ç] -Hus!— 100 years will soon be gone.”

' ,atl| lan preachers, for interested reasons, presented 
1(> their hearers as a loathsome and horrible. 

:'s A ’ sonietimes not without awkward repercussions, 
e See.

e . a . McDo n a l d .

'iJoig .you, grey friar! You have often preached 
l,a - (IJnll' so you should marvel the less. You must
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. THE LIVING GOD

1 asked of the chaste Antarctic waste 
And the fevered jungle bed,

But, in toteinie stone, silent and prone 
The gods of men lay—dead.

No Vesta glows where the Tiber flows— 
Quenched is her sacred tire;

.Judea’.s cave but marks a grave 
And Yahveh’s lonely pyre.

Bv the sacred Nile gleamed but a while 
Khepri’s imperial crest;

Osiris sleeps in his reedy deeps;
Uu is gone down in the west.

Great Odin died and no Valkyrie ride 
To Valhalla’s gilded tor;

Aurora’s arc limns wan and stark 
The corse of mighty Thor.

Sweetest among the Elysiun throng—
Venus, Adonis and these

Of Attic grace, a debonair race—
Are but marbled memories.

But one still lives to whom Man gives 
His blind allegiance yet;

Whose awful pow’r dictates the hour 
When Reason's 'Sun must set.

The ciiirassed god at whose evil nod 
Clangours tile fateful knell;

Swart nihilist whose armoured fist 
Strikes wide the ports of hell.

O’er a stricken world in the storm unfurled 
His sable pennon streams;

His innocent slaves in myriad graves 
Die strewn with their withered dreams.

”  To arms!” lie cries, ”  For lie who dies 
Bv the sword alone 1 shrive!”

Shine,- lifeless stars! Shine down on Mars !
The god of war! Alive!

WAT. MORGAN.

T H E  C H U R C H  AND T H E  MAID

Although the Roman Church lias canonised Joan of 
Arc, it should never he forgotten that she was tried by 
an Ecclesiastical Court presided over by a Roman 
Catholic Bishop, and condemned to death as a witch— 
a purely religious “  crime.”  The “  Universe ”  has non 
had to admit tin’s, hut tries to whitewash its Church 
by saying that the court “  was largely influenced bv 
political considerations.”  But the poor girl was tried 
by a religion^ court, condemned to bo burnt alive as a 
witch by the presiding Bishop, and handed over to a 
”  secular arm exactly as in all these purely religious 
trials. It is the Roman Church, and only the Roman 
Church, that should be blamed for the foul death of 
Joan of Are— exactly as in the cuse of the deaths of 
Bruno, Vnnini, Dolet, and countless other “  heretics.”
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ACID DROPS

Truth will out. According to the “  Evening 
Standard”  Dean Inge said of the Bible that we may 
“  dismiss the reliance on a divinely inspired and infallible 
book as no longer cogent except in a iiery simple 
intellectual strata.”  (Our italics.) We must admit that 
the gloomy Dean, as he was once known, has always been 
outspoken, .but doubt whether lie has ever caused quite 
the storm that his latest utterances at Oxford have. 
Perhaps he feels safer in expressing his true opinions 
since lie left the Church.

We take it that he subscribed to the 39 Articles of the 
Protestant Faith when he was ordained, and we would 
be interested to know how he can square his present-dày 
attitude. His assertion looks uncommonly like a 
suggestion to the clergy that they should preach two 
different Christianities, fundamental Bible bilge for the 
“  very simple intellectual strata ”  and a Christianity 
without “  body, parts or passions ”  for the higher 
intellectual strata. That this has been done in the past 
is well known, but we know of no instance where it was 
advertised in quite such open terms.

There seems to be a minor epidemic of conimonseiise 
spreading over our leading Churchmen. But sometimes 
even a Churchman has to appear au courant with world 
events, and “  leaders ”  have to make a step forward 
sometimes. We are moved to make the foregoing 
observation when reading Dr. Garbett, Archbishop of 
York, in the “  Evening Standard.”  He says: “  How- 
can we .expect the nations to take very seriously the 
appeal of the Church for international peace and order 
when Christians are unable to meet together at the table 
of the Lord whom they all serve'.' ”  We can only add a 
very quiet “  hear,hear,”  for Dr. Garbett should know: bis 
religion. For ourselves, we are fairly sure that the 
various sects are unlikely to unite, even on such an 
important question.

The Rev. Idwal Vaughan has told his parishioners that 
their church may be closed if they do not give more 
support. He writes in his parish magazine : “  If the 
church’s ministrations are not wanted in Weedon, it 
should plainly say so, and steps could be taken to close 
the church.”  We warn the Rev. T. Vaughan that he 
may be establishing a very dangerous precedent. Try to 
think of how many churches would remain open, and 
how many parsons would be needed if they relied on the 
congregation only. We know of churches with an average 
congregation of 20, and the Church is kept going on 
emoluments, endowments and tithes from the past, and 
subsidies in the form of rate-free assessments at the 
present day. _______

Britain’s oldest working parson, the Rev. E. Falconer, 
aged 98, of Old Newton, is to retire. It is computed that 
lie gave over 6,058 sermons during his life. The mind 
recoils from such figures : think of it, 6,053. Sermons 
used to tuke up about an hour of the Church service, but 
even allowing for modern speed-up, say half an hour each 
sermon, that is still—ns otir- American cousins would say 
— a “  mouthful.” .

Three hundred and thirty bishops are to discuss in a 
secret session the question of a “  spiritual approach to 
Homan Catholicism. It is said that the Pope was 
approached when he was ”  virtually a prisoner in the 
Vatican during the war ”  by 'Dr. Temple. Knowing the 
Catholic Church and remembering its motto—“ Semper 
eadem —We are fairly sure that the negotiations will he

very one-sided. We cannot see. n o . «  « * * « * " £
Union will have to be on the Vatican's teftns, an ^  
sure that the Church of England will not 001116universal 
The Catholic Church claims to be the only true f ^  art 
Church, with a mandate direct from God. Phurcn
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my . ^  
Perhaps Dr. Temple hasn’t heard that limerick a

lady and the tiger.”
uli-Ji'_„ecui™1

We Atheists have been saddled with some 1 j olJijt 
allies and friends throughout our history, ” , in 
whether a religion has ever blessed us. ifoscoW
the “  Record,”  asserts that “  the action of the 
Patriarchate has given Atheism its blessing becau130 ^  
co-operation with Soviet policy,”  and adds, 1, ¿eh 
we unite with a Church that lias such a cynical jge(j 
ship? ” Not a very good start to the much-odv  ̂
appeal for a unification of all Churches, hut certa» ) 
more than we expected.

-----------  plicil
The General Secretary of the World EvaUo ^it 

Alliance, in an article in the ‘ ‘ Christian, s;‘u 
The Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic t 111 gll(| 

are historically infected with the spirit of intolerance  ̂  ̂
persecution, and know little or nothing of the sPf i(jeS

, lie»1.religious liberty'and freedom of Protestantism, 
of Luther and Calvin. Has the “  Christian ”  never = 
of the Puritans and the Covenanters ? A good s 0 ' ^ 
told of Spurgeon when, during one of his sermon >  ̂
stated that the Baptists had never been glU " flir 
persecution. The statement was received with ll0|IlV. 
of complacency and suing self-satisfaction by the c .",ve 
gation until Spurgeon continued: “ because they .̂ i, 
never had thè chance.”  The story may be apoci'Jl  ̂ (0 
but it is good enough to be true, and true eu°uó lCt;, 
illustrate the very essence of all religions, intoleW^ 
For each religion asserts that it is the only true re*1 ̂  in­
aiai all others false. As for our opinion, all cam" 
right, but all can be wrong.

xt • to h®A Nottingham vicar, Canon R. Hawkins, seems
perturbed that his church is under-insured. The iiqla'
text to quote him is “  0  ye of little faith,”  or i jt
no thought for to-morrow.”  But it is, too easy- l-0(is
is so obvious that Christianity is no longer the )V
matter it was, and to a vicar his work is no

call from God ”  but a job like any other, and r,sl1
a very “  cushy ”  one.

„hai*Mass Observation have carried out a survey on I’11 (l| 
of the “  Daily Graphic,”  and it appears that two ( 
of three people think the Church has failed. It is j,() 
that of the many thousands of .people question#’1 ,t> 
mention is made of any Atheists. All questioned 
Christians of one brand or' another, which make:4 
survey a little one-sided, to say the least. ,We are, *’ M]| 
ever, not surprised, people will talk frankly 011 
questions, except religion, and for this reason 
Observation in this connection is valueless.

Ufa

We used to maintain that the Roman Catholic Ch1’ 
was—granting its premises—about the most logical ( ., 
Christian sects. We must reconsider this on noti.' ,̂,! 
leader m the Catholic Tunes, ’ wherein it is as*’® ^  
that because no other Church claims infallibility, ” |l,||, 
fore the Catholic Church is the one and only true Chl,llred
make this claim.”  By the same token, a lunatic J1‘  ̂

Napoleon because no other lunatic has made ,|
claim. Aquinas will bow his head before such logic '' 
lie reads the “  Catholic Times.”

o«1 I
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TO CORRESPONDENTS
•'einpl?!1,1— Pleased to hear from an old friend. We. well 
in i 1 i 1 *̂le debates winch you mention. If you are ever 

^ L o n d o n  do give us a call.
A1(md̂ ° N .—Shall be pleased to see you by appointment any 

Hr
Icilm?*;ENT, T uni>— The General Secretary gratefully acknow- 

•„ ”  s a donation of 62 from Mr. Bedane.
01,T— Ibanks for cutting. Will be dealt with.

of'A literature should he sent to the Business Manager 
unit e I l.oneer Press, J,1, Gray’s Inn lload, London, W.G.l, 

,. 1(1 n°t to the Editor.
with l£ services of the National Secular Society in connection 

Secular Burial Services are required, all communica­
n t , A 4 lu"ld he addressed to the Secretary, It. II. Itosetti, 

fin 'l!/ <IS notice as possible, 
o'lu JX THINK» »  be forwarded direct from the Publish- 
Hear 1 7 * a* ^le following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

l  ’ LlS■>’ half-year, 8s. Cd.; three-months, is. id.
Ure Notices should reach the Office by Friday morning

SUGAR PLUMS
Tl

(_' (*Ulu, 's °ne point in the biography of the late Dr. 
bote' , ult°n just published by his daughter worthy to 
'hi insists that her father was a “  deep, a true,
tl„ ont'bt Christian,”  though he “  frankly acknowledged 
li.^^'b'tradietions of the Christian faith.”  But though 
Uni) *?. UI} by such a Christian, she herself was “  an 
ar,, ,lever and an infidel where all organised religions 
l'ejj ?<>llcerned.”  This confession has quite upset one 
|>uT'°us reviewer who “  regrets the publication of this 
Hat" an(l disturbing book.”  W e have always felt that, 
t\u> ’ Vei' he may have called himself or what his daughter 
tlijuJ"' , he was, Dr. Coulton had very little more belief 
liĵ 1 l.ae average Rationalist. One would never credit 
wifi ",'th being a Christian from his formidable clashes 

th ^  Roman Church.

A
IlUn'f —  pg 10 cue u n i v e r s e ,  u u u  s m u m  nun \cm
um 1 hi the recent floods on the border of England 

! u°tland. Two busloads of Catholic women risked 
the flood-menaced Whitadder Bridge and 

q,, a8ed to get safely across. Needless to say, the 
;ll(; u'n hnmediately burst into prayers of thanksgiving,
' ci'.Stj(lu,cl being that the next bus trying to cross

^cording to the “  Universe,’ God’s hand was very

l ’ " - >  U t l i U U  L 1 i t i l l  l i U C  I  I t .  A  L m i n  U I ty i l l ^  W

il(i ‘hod and fifteen people were injured.”  Possibly 
0(l ''id hus contained a party of non-Catholics, and 

f°und it a golden opportunity to show his loving 
and grace. We wonder what the fifteen injured

‘"'I mH >n.
•eon? UAJU grace, we w 

b thought about it'.

|„, l’ .note that Dr. Wand, the Bishop-of London, is 
.'"g a “  great ” Mission for London in 1949— 

C’|i,.jls.lHly “  towards a saner way of life.”  Well, it 
tv,., janitv is, to survive, periodical Missions arc a stern 
Acuity.—though the complete failure of the Christian 
Cl. rtlandos two years ago does not give, one much hope 
lî lj “ I'tiiniflm. 111-. Wand is very Anglo-Catholic, and 
'•oiwV‘‘s hi the fullest Ritual, and he thinks lie' can easily 

tt|'t the “  bewildered and lost ”  people of London,

3 r> 1

including, of course, those who are “  outside the Church 
altogether, Wc hope lie will Rave a good try converting 
the readers of this journal as a start.

London is to be divided into centres each with its own 
Missioner and helpers, and to get a .good send-off there 
will be an opening procession to St. Paul’s—naturally 
designed to impress unbelievers. After which there is 
going to be “  systematic representation of the Christian 
faith,”  no doubt entirely from the highest Anglican 
standpoint. And we are assured “  every effort will be 
made to reach all sections of the population.”  In parti­
cular, Dr Wand wants ”  to break through to those who 
have been till now untouched by the Christian way of 
life and thought.”  ______

If by these lie means Freethinkers, the answer is that 
almost all Freethinkers were once Christians, and know 
as well as Dr. Wand what is the Christian way of life 
and thought; and if they reject it, it is because they 
have found it out—because they know it to be based on 
sheer primitive superstition and ignorance and credulity. 
We should ■ be sorry for any Freethinker who could 
not—metaphorically—wipe the floor with any Christian 
missioner, particularly one trained by Dr. Wand.

.Mr. J. Clayton reports a decided liveliness at some of 
his recent meetings around Lancashire. By tact and 
good humour, a challenge to fight, a very angry clergy­
man, and some rowdy hecklers were all made to serve 
as examples of religious influence on character. Mr. 
Clayton is well able to look after himself and is doing 
good work. ______

Mr. T. M. Mosley, at Nottingham, and .Mr. A. Sannns, 
at Sheffield, are also putting in some hard and very useful 
work at their respective stations. It is a labour of love 
and enthusiasm, and they deserve all the support local 
saints can give them. Details of their meetings will be 
found in our ”  Lecture Notices ”  column.

DETERMINISM

READERS of the ”  Freethinker ”  who dabble as little 
and as infrequently in philosophy ■ as the writer, w ill 
probably have selected for their particular plaguing 
certain philosophic “ betes nones”  which the philosopher 
pioper takes comfortably, in his stride. And it would 
surprise me if the general problems of determinism were 
not one of the most frequent sources of mental exercise 
in this category.

Some months ago, quite unexpectedly, I thought 1 
hud at last stumbled on 011c of those complete answers 
in Langdon l)a\ is’s fine hook, ”  A Short History of the 
Future,”  which from time to time come' suddenly to 
light in unexpeced places. But it was not to he. After 
a hopeful start, the author fell back on the old escape of 
facile sophism—that one of the things determined in a 
completely deterministic universe, was the fact that 
human minds must act as though they were free.

Chapman Cohen’s “  Determinism and Freewill,” 
almost succeeds, but falls down in m y Opinion on certain 
shaky passages which seem to call for a bracketed 
question mark. The arguments he uses are satisfactory 
when considered piecemeal, hut somehow fail to round 
off (he answer to the problem as a whole.

The late Susan 8 tabbings’ chapter on determinism, 
like so many others, starts out well, but ends in an un­
convincing vacuum.
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The best comment 1 have yet read on this topic occurs 
in a recent book of essays “  Yogi and the Commissar.”  
And this appropriately enough deals with the in- 
determinist’s most modern argument arising out of the 
apparent “  freewill ”  exhibited by the electron in its 
behaviour within the atom (the lleizenburgh principle of 
uncertainty) from which has been deduced all kinds of 
arguments which appear to support the capacity for

freewill ” in man. Readers will know that, in non­
technical terms, this principle is attributable to the fact 
that though in large aggregates the behaviour of sub­
atomic structures is determinable and predictable, it 
has as yet been found quite impossible either to determine 
or predict the movement of any particular electron in its 
peregrinations within the atom, or in oilier words, certain 
isolated electrons appear to act spontaneously as though 
possessed of “  freewill.’ ’ And if this is so within the 
atom, why not also within the mind of man, etc.?

In passing, it might be well to note here a crude 
analogy on the human level. The staff at Northolt are 
able year by year to predict within very accurate limits 
the number of passengers likely to travel from the airport 
in any one month. This number isi determined by 
holiday conditions, fares, general economic conditions 
and advertising. And it is not difficult to conceive that 
were all these factors assessable with complete accuracy, 
the exact number of passengers could be known in 
advance. It would nevertheless remain for ever im­
possible to ascertain the arrival or non-arrival of any 
particular passenger, and to attribute this to the fact that 
lie or she was a being with “  freewill ”  would be to beg 
the question at issue.

Returning to the atom1, and its complement of 
electrons and protons, 1 would recall the penetrating re­
mark of Joseph McCabe on this subject, to the effect 
that much error is bound to occur if one attempts to 
think either of electrons and protons, or even atoms 
themselves, as real, or of electrons and protons as actual 
“  spheres ”  on the model of the heavenly bodies with 
which they are s,> often compared. Such conceptions 
are of course the legacy of our instinctive concrete 
thought forms. They are aptly illustrated, [ think, by 
the universal tendency of mechanically minded people 
when examining electrical apparatus, always to seek 
knobs and switches to twiddle and manipulate, rather 
than attempt to grasp the electrical significance of the 
machine.

In considering flic microscopic or the super- 
macroscopic (the infinitely small and the infinitely 
large) the human mind reaches its absolute limit. Thus 
in stretching abstract conceptions beyond tjhe powers 
normally available, and inherent in brains evolved 
primarily to deal with environment applicable to survival, 
a vital area of error must lie expected. There are few 
Einsteins, and few Max Plancks, and neither^ are 
necessary to normal survival in the animal world. The 
problem seems well summed up in the quotation referred 
to above:—

Microscopic events cannot be .adequately 
described or explained in terms of our macroscopic 
experience of space, time, and causation. The frame­
work of experience on the human level is.inapplicable 
beneath that level. Freedom of action of sub-atomic 
structures does not indicate any divine influence, but 
freedom from such determinants as are experienced 
on the man-sized scale. This freedom cannot be de­
fined or explained in terms of quantitative measure 
merit, nor by the thought-forms based on the 
elements of human experience.”

at least
toWhilst this does not get one, very far, At U1S, vVuy 

a satisfactory negative approach, and g<>es s01* , eager
avoid the.far-fetched “  conclusion ”  attempts 0 jeaSt 
theists, anxious to find “  divinity ” at work. ) Ŷ bility 
suggests that the problem may lie in our present 
to understand various levels of organisation "  
universe which operate in terms inapplicable to 0
experience igeIn this general connection, L found a FJBb gjU 
Bertrand Russell’s recent article “  The Sense <’
(“  Thinker’s Digest” ) a little disturbing to °?e )Ct'iveb 
myself, is ever attempting to rationalise an 1̂1S piring:"— 
perceived and desired monism—embracing every pie 

“  While therefore as a philosopher I l0^( jo 
principle of universal causation to be ^¡jj 
question, as a commonsense. individual, I i ,,f
it is un indispensable postulate in the 
affairs.”  J. STURHE-WHÜ,lN

NON-POLITICAL OR A-POL1TICAL
1N general, the Anglo-Saxon Free thought Move1’ 
tend to evade political or even economic issues.̂  eve„

losed, yetseveral reasons, they do not always suceee 
if they could this attitude ought to be revised ley t0 ¡i 
the impetus of a movement and restrict ourselv 
mere debating society. êCes-

There can be no denying that polities must <>t 1 ,0„s 
sity permeate everyday life; disgusted by its l> jiitit”1 
meandering, many people try to keep aloof from P j)|1(| 
with the result that the Hitlers and liis abettois^ 0f 
easy play and could doom the lives and forW||l(iV,.|i
hundreds of millions all over the world. So
if individuals can indulge in that “  escapism . !l ’ yjni 
meat cannot. In fact, there is nobody that can c 
not to be affected by politics however hard lie in"' 
to stand aside. , y t()

'Pile way in which men earn their living is the 
social history. The existing relations of pr<xlUL’ 1 ^  
who owns the means of production, who creah• ^
wealth and who distributes it— these are the, P° tfal 
which determine the political, religious and (,u 
modes of any given stage of civilisation. The final c< ( 
of all changes, social or political, are to be soug*1* ’ iV  
in men’s better insight into “  eternal ’ truth j 
justice, but in changes in the modes of production $ 
exchange. It is not Man’s Conscience that deterin p 
his existence, but, on the contrary, it is his social c  ;̂1| 
cnce that determines his consciousness. ¡u
changes that bring about great historical chanfE

rl-aniedsocial conditions have always been aecompo- - jy(i 
corresponding changes in man's ideas and view, 11,1 j.,|ti 
ing his religious conceptions. Incidentally, this " j   ̂ (,f 
development is usually slowed down by the tradm 
all the “  dead generations ”  that weigh like an a*l 
the brain of tlie living. .

Under the present social conditions, religion 18 p|,o 
natural outcome of mundane despair and fear wlt 1 tjy 
corollary of the hope of redress iri a future ]ife- (|0 
attacking religion on a purely intellectual basis " L p, 
nothing but apply a palliative, without getting <1° 'VIJ
the root of the evil.

Vt a recent conference on the Unity of Wl’- .̂¡p- 
Europe, the speakers dealt at great length on Pr®bH,.J 
tions as to what ought to be done, without the slig.’ ĵ). 
attempt being made to suggest how it could be attn'1 -  
This Labour Conference reminded me of the " ¡ l> p 
v hieli manv Freethinkers mean to tackle the reug^y 
problem. In striving to change the intellectual
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look
‘" ’"politi ^Ufi6 chanSe ^’e " 0|,l'l its social

fHrll. iL,lJ ally> ^ was the German delegate who went
I,.,,, l la” merely scratching the surface of the prob- 
Unjt " *ie stated that before any progress towards 
f j ' I  l)e made, capitalism must be overcome: the 
huestir. ■Ut:es Europe is a great ideal, but the basic 
iri0l °"..^.to he asked: Unity to what ends? For the 
* o c , r sts profits and another world war? Or for.
tl,„ ISIn an<i Peace? We favour the latter and reject L loriuer,

Uaic statement, however, was quickly buried 
of f . a. |lefip of phrase-mongering and the old trick 
die >fllt,ng worked again as a means of diversion from 
prevoi t’ 1SSlle' This “ red herring freely serves at 
han't V n® " U1'ited front against the arch-enemy 
Hun', llJln' E if is not the Black Devil, it is the Red 
i!„o\v̂  scar?s the masses into obedience, yet if we 

" ’"'selves to be cheated and misled by one or the 
ho „„h "e aan never- attain out- aim nor can we claim to

rationalists.
I'li V ' ' s the. hall-mark of a Rationalist or Freethinker? 
n, We are Truth Seekers? But “  truth ”  in itself 
til,. '<S i n<>thing, even the Churches claim to possess 
is ( i-fernal Truth ” , therefore the search for truth 
0(lv' something we can lay particular claim to. 
fteeln.u% . a Freethinker is. one who keeps his thinking 

3li't. lran superstition of every description, religious orI liticai.I DeeH • Utter scepticism is the touchstone of the 
¡■ v < ) j i  \ln . elV For example, in these days one cannot 
], id >eing asked one’s opinion about Soviet Russia. 
<tth01! <4!°- decline to be influenced either one way or the 
l)C,]j. ’ suice 1 lack personal experience and entirely dis- 
tlit. Ae anything served up by the Press, knowing that 
inUst PUrsue their partisan ends. A sense of balance 

I (j 16 fhe guiding principle for all.
i.f " cultural and political aspects are the reflections 

‘‘listing conditions of material life. Broadly 
SiK.j |,nR> the political parties represent well-defined 
t(, jl sets ¡n the political sphere, i.e., in their striving 
^an"U?ia'n °r destroy exploitation of Man through 
Will' -The political parties are mostly not concerned 
of j1, 1 ".Ifural problems, least of all with the attitude 

"'dividual towards religion ; this lias to he our 
■is (| ’"*• we have to work within our limits as strictly 

political parties. This means that party
II ft rn net 4-1'll, oth,">s must attend to their own line, whilst we, on

e>' hand, will not allow political parties—ns
'ad;1*.01 Individuals-—to interfere in our realm. In the 
'•lip!°l Preparing the soil for Freethought we co-operate 
K r)])]t'VGr.V party not allied to the Churches, and this 

I Possible if we ourselves are not party-ridden.
('Ill, 's common knowledge that the Russian Orthodox 
>ii |] 1 has been able to still further get a firmer hold 
■snc«)116 ’"asses, and if it is possible for religion to stage
i,i, 11 comeback, 1 consider that Socialism in Russia 

I )t af’ ll be very far distant.
u,„|li]1'!.y he wrong, hut if anyone with better knowledge 
'i,.,.. ‘"form me to the contrary, 1 would not dream of 
V;iii | Pg him a« a “  Communist ”  (this abuse is no 

Tli ar8liment).
I,,'(li " so-called “  Iron Curtain ”  is eagerly erected bv 

East and West, so why pretend to actually 
silf | "hat is going on “  behind ” ? lie who allows him- 
l»\i( f> he misled by Press propaganda is no Freethinker. 

1,̂ * "a'ive as the religionist.
l||i'Ul!>Ur struggle for the emancipation of the people’s 
•"■I N "'»• cannot shirk the social and political aspects, 

t! "an, at the same time, keep out of party polities.

We must not allow our ranks to be split and weakened 
through petty partisan quarrels, which are inconsistent 
with the true aims of Freethought: we cannot be un­
political, yet we must ho a-political. These two things 
must not be confused, for that way lies confusion t wice 
confounded.

PERCY G. ROY.

EARLY ENGLISH FREETHOUGHT
V I 1.

HUMAN action and passion are the great themes of 
William Shakespeare, as indeed of all the other great 
Elizabethan dramatists, and they treat it without refer­
ence to dogma or bias to any system of theology. 
Mazzini remarks: —

The divine power has scarcely ever any direct 
intervention in the Shakespearian drama. The 
fantastic element, so frequently introduced, if closely 
examined, will be found never to depart from the 
individual sphere. His Supernatural apparitions are 
all of them simply personifications of popular super­
stition, or, like Caliban and Ariel, symbols of the 
duality of humanity; or, like the witches in 
Mpcbeth, the incarnations of human passions.

No student of that period who compares the state of 
England, with all its persecuting High Court of Com­
mission and Star Chamber, with the devastating wars 
of religions which occupied France and Germany, can 
fail to see that in England there were a number of men 
of worth who cared little for the differences of Catholics 
and Protestants, and much for the honour and' safety 
of their country, and who were ready to acquiesce in 
prosecution of either Jesuits or Separatists whose teach­
ings tended to endanger the peace and order of the 
realm. ( hitward conformity to the religion of the State 
was the desideratum.

The Elizabethan age, nevertheless, showed signs of 
free speculation. In 1572, we find grave Burleigh com­
plaining of the queen’s own household as “  a coverture 
for no small number of Epicures and Atheists, because 
the court is not comprehended within a parish, but 
seemeth to be a lawless place.”  When Giordano Bruno 
visited England lie numbered Sir Philip Sidney and Sir 
Fulke Greville among bis friends. In 1584, Reginald 
Scot published his Discoverie of Witchcraft, the first 
rational treatment of that question. Sir Walter Raleigh 
and Thomas Harriot, the mathematician, who accom­
panied him to Virginia, and who wrote the account of 
that country in Hakluyt’s Collection of the Early 
Voyages, are set down by Aubrey in his Lives as Deists. 
Although Raleigh’s writings abound with fine expressions 
of religious sentiment, it has been noticed they contain 
no allusion to the positive’ doctrines of Christianity. As 
Aubrey says, it was concluded “  lie was a A-f’hrist, 
not Atheist.”

Bacon, writing to Burleigh, speaks of his philosophic 
studies as “  my religion,”  and in regard to those studies 
bows theology out of court with an excessive graciousness 
which almost suggests a lurking mockery. In his essay, 
morals are founded on human wants, and, though he 
cannot believe the universe is without a mind, he says : — 

Atheism leaves a man to reason, philosophy, 
natural piety, laws' reputation, and everything that 
can serve to conduct him to virtue ; but superstition 
destroys all these and erects itself into a tyranny 
over the understandings of men ; hence, Atheism 
never disturbs the government, Rut renders man 
more clear-sighted, since he sees nothing beyond the 
bounds of the present life.
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Even Hooker, the master mind in tlie Churcli at that 
period, shows signs of rationalism, and links the laws oi 
ecclesiastical polity as well as those of scripture to the 
unwritten laws which lie in human nature itself.

In 1005, Dr. John Dove wrote a Confutation of 
Aihgisme. By his classing Holofernes Sennacherib 
and •“  O'limpius the Arrian ”  as Atheists, along with 
Lucian, Julian and Doletus (Etienne Dolet), “  which 
called Moses, Delias, and Christ the three deceivers of 
Ihe world," it does not appear that this doctor of divinity 
was very exact in his definitions. He would have Atheism 
rooted out of the land: —

And since the Church hath no other'sword now 
but the censure of excommunication, which is so 
greatly depised, if it would please God to put it in 
the hearts of princes to strengthen excommunica­
tion with their princely authority, to add the sword 
of the kingdom to the key of the Church, not to 
suffer any person that is noted of impiety tp dwell 
in the land, but to deliver him over to the hang­
man, whom the Church hath delivered to Satan . . . 
and then 1 may use the phrase of the Holv 
Ghost, “  Let his house be made a jakes ”  (Dan. 8).

'1 hat sanctified person, James I, was inclined to follow 
this advice. The Arminian treatise of Vorstius, 
De Deo, was burnt at St. Paul’s Cross, and James 
hinted to the Dutch States “  that as to the burning of 
Vorstius for his blasphemies and Atheism, he left them 
to their own Christian wisdom; but surely never heretic 
better deserved the flames.”  On 18th March, 1012, 
Bart hoi mew Legate was burnt at Smithfield, and in 
the following month Edward Wightman was burnt 
at. Lichfield for antitrinitarian heresy, Wightman being 
the last person burnt to death for his opinons in England. 
“  God,”  observes Fuller, “  may seem well pleased with 
this seasonable severity, for the fire thus kindled 
quickly went out for want of fuel.”  It, however, appears 
that these executions excited murmurs and sympathy: 
“  Wherefore King James politickly preferred that 
hereticks hereafter should silently and privately waste 
themselves away in prison, rather than to grace them and 
amaze others with the solemnity of a publick Execution, 
which in popular judgments usurped the honour of a 
persecution ’ ’—so that the fires went out rather from 
policy than for want of fuel.

The reign of James was marked by an increased 
assertion of the divine right of kings joined with episcopal 
supremacy, ripening to a rude downfall under Cromwell. 
The royal enemy of witchcraft turned in the direction of 
Arminianism towards the end of his reign, and «a school 
of Latitudinarians arose, assembling at Lord Falkland’s, 
of which Hales and Chillingworth were the most dis­
tinguished members. Hales, ajt the Synod of Dort, 
“ bade good-night to John Calvin.”  Chillingworth, con­
verted first to Romanism and then back again to 
Anglicanism, in his [Religion of Protestants contended 
that it was only necessary to believe what was plainly 
revealed, and ended so confirmed a Latitudinarian that 
he was looked upon by all the orthodox ns a Socinian. 
Among those who, amid the conflict of sects, sought 
for a tenable position by discarding the disputed points 
and retaining only the elementary traits common to all 
faiths, must be mentioned Lord Herbert of Cherbury, 
usually called the father of the English Deists.

In his work On Truth he suggests that true religion 
must be universal, and lie finds its attestation in truths 
intuitively perceived. Of such truths he enumerates 
five: (he existence of God; the duty of worship; piety

• and t,'1°and virtue as the means thereof; repentance, ‘  ̂fierc- 
existence of rewards and punishments both here ilfu p 
after. His book on The Religion of the Gentiles, Û epriiys 
ing as an early essay on comparative relig1011» , , ,|iiv 
an equally crude conception of the primitive u "" 
of Monotheism.

A far more vigorous thinker was Thomas Hobt^i 
thoroughly English philosopher of Malmesbury. ojjpjcal 
•was the first to place the basis of moral and P .^ ^ l 
obligation in,the experience of the race. His P11 m,, 
works, written amid the turmoil of the Common'V ^  
show Lis love for order and stable government, a u0ji 
chiefly noticeable to us by their deliberate subou " 
of religion to absolute civil power. Hobbes, as a ^  
of the world, had noticed how the fanaticism 0 ,̂eIV 
Puritans and the sacerdotal claims of the hierarchy ^  
alike opposed to national welfare. He inteiP 
literally the saying of Christ, My kingdom is not 0 e 
world. That he did not openly break with relig10,11 ‘. it„ 
from the circumstances of the time. His Pr'U.najie 
tended to undermine it. Civil power was to deter 
all religious worship, and even the eanonicity oi f|| 
He questioned the Mosaic authorship o-f*the l>ei,t'1 ed 
before Spinoza, denied eternal punishment, <lucS ’ mp 
the personality of the devil, with argument which e(J ¡c([l 
apply to God, and pithily summed up the the°0» 0f 
position by saying that superstition was religion <" 
fashion, religion superstition in fashion.

J. M. WHEEL1'"1' ’

MARLOWE

THE greatest of Shakespeare’s immediate predec( ..t 
was Christopher Marlowe, familiarly known as 
The son of a shoemaker, and born at Canterbury 1,1 ĵ ii 
his unmistakeable genius seems to have guinea ^  
friends, who looked after his early education, ana. , a> 
him, at the age of 17, to the University of Uam',"j|(j(| 
He was intended for the Church, but the Church ., 
as-may readily be imagined, no attractions for sl ,̂jnf! 
mind. The study of theology only succeeded in nn ,|,t. 
him a determined enemy of religion in general, 
Christian superstition in particular. Marlowe’s * ' 
is fittingly erected outside the gates of Cants' 
Cathedral. There was no element in Marlowe’s on1, |j(. 
able nature favourable to the growth of religiosity- ,̂| 
was, indeed, one of the proudest and fiercest of 11 t|H- 
lectnal aristocrats. Scepticism in him naturally t0<U.()ii' 
form-of contempt rather than of mere negation. " ,,v 
the statements of Richard Bame, the informer, 'vt' . .¡.,ii 
assume that he occasionally gave vent to Rnbek"' 
pleasantries on the subject of the Christian dogn'"1”'

|0ll,
Before the age of 23 we find Kit Marlowe in L°n‘ 

an actor and a playwright, and the author of “  the n -(((- 
sensation work ”  of “his time—the tragedy of Tambu1 ‘ .,1 
- in which Greene perceived Marlowe’s attend1'1 )(]- 
“  daring of God out of heaven.”  This ported^||(| 
melodrama, a strange compound of inspiration ‘ ()]i 
desperation, has the hall-mark of real genius equnR’ ŷ, 
its absurdities and its sublimities. In the first 
written in blank verse for the popular stage, the vers* j 
tion has an elasticity, freedom and variety of moven 
which makes it as much the product of Marlowe’s ,|y 
ordinary mind as the thoughts and passions it so >'
conveys. rP-
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A SHEET OF MS.
(Found in a ditch near Shoreditch)

^aco'i> accordin’ to the cyclopeedee:—
And I mean “  Lord ” , not “  lard Better to get 
® subiect correct in the beginning; because about 
lhe beginning ”  there is a lot of lard.
7  lfc’s Lord Bacon we’re tarkin’ ahoot, matey . . . 

1 ix nun chum. ,
tour trouble, me lard,”  says my militant comrade 

,<>u b)°akes, “  is to keep from mixin British and 
-American argot. You ouglita know the two langwiches 
^  different . . . vou, the great Post-Impressionist ot

‘ You're jealous,”  1 retort, ‘ ‘ you miserable creature 
,, e ancient lowly, you !”

, Ob. yeah!”  he snarls. “  If you could straighten 
lat prick in yer neck, from looking up to yer Lards, 

might see we ALL like bacon. What's there else to 
Nuttin’ l ”

b(>. I guess that settles it.
, 1 "'«« going to explain that Bacon wits Shakespeare; 
|Ut »bucks! what’s the use? Why waste effort on il 
,?.se eburl like Joe Doakes? I think I much prefer an 
: aril0°n With Reverend Fud Huddle, with good wine 

d «gars; with whom 1 have not yet settled the 
?*>tual question he always asks: “  But my dear 
¿* nd ■■■ l  saw it in The New Yorker . . . it s eating 
I he!v? very soul . . .  if it weren’t  for SIN, where would

J b is  time I think I ’ll tell him. Selling pencils on a 
refct corner, maybe. EARL CORNWALL.

}  Is a l*ity that Mr. Howland did not l ead my article 
?l*inlon ‘ f 'b ly .  I did not ask him for his or Woodberry ’ s 

that prize Christian liar, the l!ev. Rufus Griswold 
. Satan; * question whether Griswold knew of Baudelaire’ s 
•loya c excesses ”  as early as 1850); nor what .J. A. T. 

"•»Strei l0^f bl 1931. Mr. Howland called Poe, a drunkard, a 
a " P!'kling—and I am not surprised he could find 

. Sin,.,. n'l,0,'ary evidence to support him.
in my article, 1 have come across Prof. \Y.

'"n] t|, the 9th edition of the “  Encyclopedia Britannicn ”  
" “ 'Rowing extract may prove interesting: —

Aiiî c" ' Allan Pm* is the most interesting figure in 
''xtr'.1'11'*1"  literature and his life furnishes the most 

,"o.lylinary instance on record of systematic misrepre- 
,,f ration on the part of a biographer. The greater part 

!'\  short working life was passed in intense and un- 
literary toil, and no poems or romances were 

his' h'odueed at greater expense of brain and spirit than 
■ . the current statement and belief were that his

tj ‘ "go tales were Hung off from a distempered imagina- 
' 111 the intervals 'if degraded debauchery. This myth 

p 1 s studiously floated . . . j 1 »of Vr-
y A|.'¡unto knew well the kind of “  biography ”  relied on 

Howland.—Yours, etc., H. Cutner.

CORRESPONDENCE
ON POE AGAIN.

S), TWO POINTS OK VIEW.
'.‘‘'ite 1 1 lave recently been startled by the inclusion of some

I'll,. IV* I'lled-for anti-Socialist or anti-Soviet propaganda in
M,. freethinker.”

h ,,|ile , <K,d. presumes that the leaders chosen by the Russian 
Jl *ssj., institute a distinct class similar to the leaders in Old 

trot0,1 b>r that matter even here . . . The distinction 
| l!s\ \l a Molotov or a Vishinsky to the top is ability, not 
i " ‘fct. Wood concludes by a quotation from l)r. Goebbels, 
l'.V(> | u? the “  Iron Curtain.”  Mr. Wood and Mr. Churchill 

'"li i " quoted from a source which precludes them from 
f'baq1 •assed as Freethinkers. . . Racial and religious perse- 
>o<] ,s punishable by law in Russia. That country gives 
" V r  t .a" 5U1,oist ' in his disbelief and prejudice does not 

1 him at every turn. Perhaps for that reason many

Freethinkers may not agree with your contributor or the 
popular press from which he apparently gets his lhis-informa- 
tion. The rest of Air. Wood’s article is quite worth reading.— 
Yours, etc., W alter Alexander.

(This letter has been slightly abridged.)

Sir,—I was most interested in your remark that all the 
political Liberals in the world couldn’t prevent the extinction 
of organised religion. Quite a lot of us don’t want to. In 
fact, the association of political Liberalism with Freethought 
has always been remarkably close. The first Englishman to 
call himself a Liberal—Shelley—was expelled from Oxford 
for writing “  The Necessity of Atheism.”  Charles Bradlaugh 
was a Liberal ALP. The incidence of Freethought among 
Liberals to-day is probably considerably higher than among 
most political parties.

The enthusiasm shown by quite a number of your corres­
pondents for Communism and for the Soviet Union is, to say 
the least of it, remarkable in a paper that calls itself, not 
“  The Atheist ”  but “  The Freethinker.”  For, whatever 
exists in Russia, Freethought certainly doesn’t. The slightest 
deviation from the official line, not merely in politics, but 
even, as we have seen recently, in literature and science, is, 
quite literally, a mortal sin. For Freethinkers to venerate 
a society which persecutes alike Social Democrats and 
Trotskyists, Liberals, independent men of letters and even 
Alendeiian biologists, while receiving the blessing of the 
iconodulous Orthodox Church, is palpably absurd.—Yours, 
etc., R. M. Douglas

(Prospective Liberal Candidate, Merton and Morden).
(We print the above two letters in support of our reiterated 

claim that “  The Freethinker ”  is an open Forum. It is 
difficult to avoid reference to politics and we give our con­
tributors a free hand. “  The Freethinker,”  however, is 
neutral though actively anti-authoritarian whether from the 
Right or Left.—E ditor.)

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON— Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp­
stead).—Sunday, 12 noon; Highbury Corner, 7 p.m .: 
Mr. L. Ebury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Alarble Arch, Hyde Park).—Sun­
day. 4 p.m. : Messrs. E. C. Sapiiix , J ames H art, G. W ood, 
E. P age, L. Ehury.

LONDON—Indoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C: 1).—Sunday, 11 a .m .: “ The Burden of Equality,”  
Mr. S. K. HATOLIEFE.

COUNTRY—Outdoor
Accrington Alarket.— Sunday, 7 p.m .: Air. .1. Clayton.
Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway)__Sunday.

7 p .m .; Air. H. Day .
Glasgow (Brunswick Street).—Sunday, 3 p.m. : Alossrs. S. 

B ryden, E. L awasi and J. H umphrey.
Great Harwood.—Saturday, September 4, 0-30 p.m. : Mr. J. 

Clayton.
Hapton.— Wednesday, Septembers, 7-30 p.m .: Air. J. Clayton. 
Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Stroet).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. : 

Air. .1. B arker.
Alorsoyside Branch N.S.S. (on Blitzed Site, Ranelagh Street, 

Liverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p .m .: Alessrs. G. Thompson, W. 
Parry, W. C. P arry.

Nottingham (Old Alarket Square).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : Air. T. Al. 
M osley .

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool).------Sunday, 7-30 p.m .;
Air. A. Sam m s.

Worsthorne.— Friday, September 3, 7-15 p .m .: Air. .1. C layton. 
COUNTRY— Indoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (38, John Bright Street (Room 13)-), 
7 p.m. : Whist Drive, 2s., refreshment included.

PRINTING of all descriptions. Good stocks of paper. Long 
runs undertaken. Inquiries invited. Ripley Printing 
Society Ltd., Ripley, Derby. ’Phone 100.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. Wants List Welcomed. Alichael 
Boyle, 21 llosslyn Hill, N.W. 3.
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★ FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF  ★

Recent Am erican Pam phlets ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS
By L. H. Lehman. The Catholic attempt to control 
education in the U.S.A. with some facts and figures of 
Catholic criminals and juvenile delinquency. 24 pages. 
Price Is. 6d., post free.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN A DEMOCRACY
By L. H. Lehman and F. V. Riggs. An account of how 
the Catholic Church obtains money, property, and power. 
It includes a chart showing the proportion of religious 
denominations in the U.S.A. Congress. 32 pages. 
Price Is. 6d., post free.

VATICAN POLICY IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
By L. H. Lehman. 50 pages of documented facts regarding 
Catholicism and Fascism. Price Is. 4d., post free. 

THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR

By D. Tomitch, translated by L. H. Lehman. A record of 
Catholicism and. anti-Semitism originally published as 
an otlicial communication to Freemasons of Europe and 
U.S.A. Authenticated evidence regarding the Vatican 
intrigues with the Axis Dictators. 36 pages. Price Is. 6d., 
post free.

CENTURIES OF INTOLERANCE
By J. M. Freeman, B.A. A survey of Catholicism and 
anti-Semitism, with parallels of Papal and Nazi anti- 
Jewish decrees. 48 pages. Price Is. 6d., post free.

SOCIALISM AND RELIGION
By F. A. Ridley. A useful survey of Religion in relation 
to Socialism. A short history of Religion from the witch 
doctor to High Mass at St. Peter’s. 20 pages. Price Is. Id. 
post free.

PAMPHLETS
B y C. G. L. D u CA N N

HOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST .
Do the Churches follow the example of their Founder, in 
war, in peace, in morality? Price 9d.; postage Id. 

THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS
How many Christians follow the teachings of Christ? 
How much are Bishoprics and ecclesiastical appointments 
worth? Price 4d.; postage Id.

THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Was Jesus the “ family man,” the “ humanitarian,” the 
"great teacher?” Price 4d.;'postage Id.

WILL YOU RISE FROM THE DEAD?
An examination of the evidence for the Resurrection. 
What truth is there in the Gospel stories? Price 6d.; 
postage Id.

An indictment of the Christian Church and its teachings. 
The set of four pamphlets 2s. Id ., post free.

By CHAPMAN COHEN  

Series Nos. I, 2, 3 and 6 
Each volume about 160 pages

Essays include :—
Religion and To-day. Religion and the State-
Do Miracles Happen ? Religion and the Young
Praying for Rain. Is Religion of Use?

Price 2s. 6d., postage 2\d.
The four vols. 10s. 6d., post free

THE REVENUES OF RELIGION
By A L A N  IIA N D  S A  C R E

Evidence in favour of the disestablishment ana 
disendowment of the Church of England f°r 

financial and secular reasons
145 pages. Price 3s. Postage 2d.

THE AGE OF REASON
By THOMAS PAINE

The book that has survived over a century of 
and misrepresentation.
Includes a critical introduction and life by Chap11131’ 
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration pl3<l 
subscribed by American soldiers in this count1? •
230 pages. Price, cloth, 3s. ' Paper, 2s. Postage 31̂'

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE
By CHAPMAN COHEN

A Criticism of Professors Huxley, Eddington, Je311' 
and Einstein, including a reply by Prof. Edding10'1

3rd Edition. 136 pages. Cloth 3s 6d., postage 
Paper cover 2s.

TW O C O P IE S  O N L Y

Bound Volumes o f

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
By G. W . FOOTE and W . P. BALL 

Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethinkers 
and Inquiring Christians

References given for Bible Contradictions, Absurdities, 
Atrocities, Prophecies and Immoralities
C)th edition. 2nd printing. 176 pages.

Price 3s., Cloth only. Postage 2 \d.

“ T h e  F r e e t h i n k e r ”
in attractive green cloth and gold lettering

A  useful reference and summary o f FreethougW  
activities during 1947

Packed with articles by our foremost Freethinker 
PRICE &  1 POST FREE

T H E  P IO N EER  PRESS, 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, v*’
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