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VIEWS AND OPINIONS
T

ruMi and Falsehood
ALL t
the jj lls ha,ve been told in our youth that honesty is 
< vPreoc. hi a large and general sense, the maximest

SSes a truth. Given time, truth will triumph over 
honesty over dishonesty. Ultimately, there¡ S 3 .

easii a coincidence between actions which produce
\vn,. lft an<l those which promote life, since in no other 

i cquld " "  ’ ~ti0L ^ u7  life be perpetuated. B ut meanwhile, excep- 
' flip ° * 16 l u °̂ are 1K>t difficult to find, and they give one 
H -iclJ^y to think.” I f  we do not always see the 
a '.flourishing like the “ greeri bay tree,” we do see 
ineas,ll.ier ,°̂  them getting through life with a tolerable 
"h ile 'tt0i comf°rt- The wicked often wear fine raiment 
il̂ Unt. i • virtuous sit in rags. The successful swindler 
hi(]t s ” is success in the light of day while his victim
^ a l i t  r? S6^ fr'om the public 
Hna . 7 >«ud

Triumphant
■.„u . having acquired wealth, retires on its laurels,
I*ifSo s Hfe in an atmosphere of unctuous respectability, 
pio  ̂ jS .Preach lengthy sermons over the body of the 

^'honaire, and hurry the corpse of the poor man 
'lfisire ! a stereotyped service that betrays an obvious 
As djj). °  f>c done with it as quickly as possible. I f  it is 
cair^/^lt for a rich man to get into heaven as it is for

>Pos,
a^6], f "** w*

_ 601 S°t through the eye of a needle, one can only
V ; e ^lat the camels must be of a.microscopic size, or
diQi]Lifiu<̂ es of a kind that could be used as flagstaffs 

 ̂ occasion arise.
Ibljjl people talk about honesty being the best
’•lofy ■’ they appear to have, in a Christian country, little 
liORe ,n Ulind than the cheaper, commoner forms of dis- 
'Xty '. ¡V: "'Fieh, when all is said and done, are not of a 
that S,ev*°]ls description. They have in mind the dishonesty 
|iiG(1t<0/ls‘s'*s in the stealing of a watch or the non-pay- 
lt . >L H debt and with that their concern seems to stop.

i . U 6 V e r  ...........  4. l  . _________  . 1 .  .  i . v .  i  ................. l  4 . 1 . ; .°r aPPears to dawn upon them that beyond this
Sq. 1  ̂ 0 t* VVI olr\v.OftIinrt axti nFn n n a »» a T n Foi* TViAPit
'si.

l0(l °f malpractice, there exists another of a far more 
s nature. Measured by results, the profession of

X>ea]q °ne knows to be false, the refraining iron 
W “? t.he truth as one sees it concerning certain 
e«ll 10,131 are far more disastrous than what one may
df^lir^nmerciul dishonesty. The wrong inflicted by the 
'■hist •? ^  a " ’ateh or a purse stops with the action, or at 
%  ^  1 (l°es not extend beyond a very limited circle. But 
I '^ 10 f amPers with truth, who conforms to estab-

be!iefs because he wishes to stand well with his
N etv ’ *?. helPin£
s / -

to lower the whole moral tone of 
I t  must indeed be always true that the worst 

I ''c t| .'\"-rong-doing are beyond reach of the law. Against 
*'h(. . ,iaf °r murderer society can always protect itself.

I11 ck fs open and invites reprisals. The greatest 
U riWurln®Cr 171,1 sf always come from those who, while 
!'%, g.Ho written law, are daily and hourly outraging 
S e R ({’ri,lciples upon which the higher life of society

“ Happiness,” said Spinoza, “ is not the reward of 
virtue, it is virtue itse lf.” To one of Spinoza’s serene 
detachment of mind, the consciousness of doing right 
would be enough. B ut all are not cast in his heroic 
mould, and with the mass, the knowledge that the world 
looked down upon certain opinions, and even punishes 
their profession, is enough to sap character in’many ways. 
From the time of Socrates to our own day, it  has been 
so much the custom for mentally honest people to suffer 
for their opinions, that the majority see nothing wrong 
in it. Indeed, if one may judge from the way in which 
it is quietly assumed that the minority must suffer, or 
that genius must •expect to be misunderstood, it might 
almost seem a beneficent act of Providence that it should 
be so. Meanwhile, the majority smile at those who are 
inclined to stand by their opinions with contemptuous 
pity, and a hardly disguised admiration for. their own 
superior astuteness in pulling with the tide. Society is 
always more tolerant towards its intellectual cowards 
than it is towards its intellectual heroes. I t  is even 
fixed as. a canon of good taste, that established beliefs 
should not be rudely disturbed, and one need not search 
far for instances that to do so is clearly regarded as the 
very worst of judgment. That the believer will risk 
material well-being for an opinion is something that the 
average Christian cannot in the least understand. He 
could understand it easily enough if the Freethinker 
believed in a future life where he would reap the conse­
quences of his profession h ere; but to believe in this life 
only, and to risk comfort and position in propagating 
certain beliefs seems to him the very acme of midsummer 
madness. In  sheer despair of understanding so un- 
Christian a phenomenon, the Christian falls back upon 
the policy of depicting Freethinkers as a compound of fool 
and knave with the latter predominating.

In all this, we are only reaping what centuries of 
Christian rule has sown. Its  whole tendency has been 
to breed an inferior mental type. Christians have written 
hundreds of volumes, full of more or less truthful records 
of their own alleged martyrs, but the contemplation of 
these records has never yet led them to appreciate the 
value of an independent opinion. The facts seem wholly 
in the other direction. In the whole of Christendom there 
is not a single Church that really loves the independent 
thinker. Present conditions are such that some degree 
of heresy must be tolerated, but the principle of child­
like faith is still held up as an ideal, and an unintelligent 
conformity still largely illustrated in practice. And that 
reacts with disastrous consequences on our public life. 
The Christian world does not ask to-day that a public man 
shall not have opinions against Christianity, that would 
be toh much to ask. B u t it does say that he shall keep 
them to himself. It raises no objection to the hypocrite, 
its thunders are reserved for the honest man. And yet 
it is the avowed Freethinker who is giving the world an 
earnest of his honesty. No one can be sure that when a 
man calls himself a Christian he is honest. Tie may be,
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but tlu* profession carries no proof. Christianity tries to 
make the path to preferment lead through the Church, 
and it is confident that with the -type of character it lias 
helped to cultivate, the road will be attractive to most.

The whole policy of Christianity, carried out by brib- 
ing, threatening, burning, imprisoning, or boycotting, has 
resulted in putting a tax upon honesty, and a premium on 
mental cowardice. Whether this lias been aimed at con­
sciously or not matters very little, the result has been the 
same. For every saint that Christianity has developed, 
the Christian Church has made a score of hypocrites. Its 
one aim has been to secure conformity, its one fear is 
independence of thought. And by striving, through the 
means adopted, to secure conformity in religion, it has 
helped to demoralise the whole of our social life. The 
figure of the mind being split up into a number of water­
tight compartments is very misleading. The brain func­
tions as a whole, and the qualities of courage and honesty, 
when discouraged in one direction are more or less dis­
couraged in* all. No man is likely to be more honest in 
politics because he lias been dishonest in religion ; he is 
far more likely to display the same characteristics on 
both fields. Mankind in the average will be honest as 
they will be anything, else—if the difficulties in the way 
are not too formidable. Society reaps as it has sown, 
and it cannot take to itself a religion such as Christianity 
without paying the price. Hitherto society has gone upon 

'the plan of making it unpleasant for the man who valued 
intellectual honesty before all things. And if we are to 
combat that vicious practice it can only be done by reduc­
ing to impotence a religion that has always treated 
intellectual independence as the greatest of crimes.

CHAPMAN COHEN.

THE AGE OF MIRACLES
TH IRTY-ONE years ago, the Virgin, so the story goes, 
appeared to three children at Fatim a in Portugal, and 
this was promptly bailed as a miracle by the Catholic 
Church.

Ever since, on the anniversary of the appearance of 
the apparition, pilgrimages have gone to Fatim a to 
worship and take their sick to be cured.

The “ Catholic Herald ’’ of May 21st records that the 
latest pilgrimage was attended by 400,000 people. This 
is what it says: “ Fatima pilgrimages are hard pilgrim­
ages, they are the pilgrimages of the people—of the poor. 
1 recall the bleeding knees of the poor black-mantled 
woman who walked on her knees in the stones and dust 
from the church to the chapel where Our Lady appeared. 
Her husband or son was supporting her, and she could 
hardly put her poor knees to the ground. What she did, 
hundreds of other peasant women, in their strange, almost
Arabic clothes, d id .................. I t  was there, amidst the
throng of men and women, old and young, boys and girls, 
babies in arms, all seeking to have their rosaries touch 
the foot of the statue, that the women were crawling on 
their knees, then painfully pushing their way through 
the dense crowd.”

And this ghastly inumbo-jumbo is held up as something 
to admire. The poor black-mantled woman with her 
bleeding knees is cited as an object of piety to the faith­
ful. What sort of God do these Christians worship, who 
could be pleased to see a poor ignorant woman walking 
on tier knees to do him reverence? I f  some Eastern 
Potentate treated one of the poorest of his subjects so, 
be would be denounced as a sadist. Women crawling on 
their knees and trying to touch the foot of the statue with 
their rosaries! These people are back in the African

jungle; back to the witches in Macbeth-—” 0
toe of frog.” , ack

The aim of this church is to try to drag hulUiUiJ 
to sav ag ery back  to the abysmal ignorance ot 1  ̂ reai 
ages when religion, dirt and ignorance were ¡on
trinity. I t  is this Church that claims to be the ^
of democracy and pours out a never-ending stu' ^
propaganda in Press, pulpit and radio, that the ° j^ ê ud
for humanity is to return to the fold of the one, 
only Church— to return to crawling on our knees. 11 ^
of teaching men to stand erect arid face the futu1̂ .^ , 
courage and hope instead of behaving as gibbering 1 ^  

Fatim a is not the only place marked on the y l ĵ,e 
itinerary where marvellous cures are accomplished. , je 
old firm of Lourdes still does -a brisk and Pll>. ^  
business amongst the mugs; thus we read, again

Catholic Herald ” of June 4th, that you can ' vjsii 
London on Ju ly  25th, return on July  31st and ^

J ”” ,1 VP'
July 31st anL i#

Lourdes at a cost of £24 10s., and you can booK^^
There wiU k®

least 500 pilgrims at £24 10s. per head, which win i
m o son —  dk __ m __— -UltrrlU’ *

at tile Assumption Priory in London.

in £12,500. Allow even £5 profit, on each pilgr1̂ * 0 .  
the great- lying Church claims a rake-off of at least * ^ ine.

Spain, as is to be expected, also has a sacred s '̂
Reuter reports on June 4th that nine “ mirac»!0' f 
cures have been effected in Madrid during the bless l °

por
o'

tug»1the sick. W e need not go to Spain, France or -1- lS j  
for miraculous cures at ¡sacred shrines—the Church y it- 
serious rival in the patent medicine companies- ¡,i 
daily papers tell us in the advertisements how c/ pin? 
conditions of long-standing illness were cured by 1 
some patent medicine. Thus, we read that Mrs- pr 
suffered from indigestion, flatulence and constipa'’  ̂
years, was cured after taking one bottle of Bu ’1 ' 1

We further read t,s,Blue Bugs.for bilious people.
lady had a sour stomach, bad breath SICK ol
dizziness and biliousness— in fact, she was in a n®v ^  
a mess. Now she can eat everything with coirifo^^p
forgotten how to belch, never gets bad tempered ¡un
her children as she used to do, and ¡ill this ha* bce

accomplished without visiting Fatim a, Lourdes or 
and after taking only one bottle. Now who ca 
cure such as this is a challenge to any shrine— any
Instead of spending money on expensive trips to foNk,
shrines, you just pop into the first drug store, buy n 1,0 '■
of Bunkum’s for a few shillings, and—Presto! A 
effected which knocks the church bunkum into & c0°
hai - , eitK

If you are suffering from rheumatism, you can ¡4 
go to your doctor and, as T. F . Dunne, the crea^ ¡¡ji 
Mr. Dooley once remarked “ get a prescription iu  ̂
that you can’t read and a bill in English that yOu 
or go to a shrine and listen to prayers in Latin \vh'c ' ; d  
can ’t  understand; or buy a bottle of patent d°P°i0lii 
wear a slice of potato under your shirt.” Here at® 
cures, but none of them will work without faith.

Elijah of old was fed by ravens ; the modern Eiij»!1?
-  .g  V

are catered for by the gulls who maintain the F at‘u ,',- ;>forChrist without their having the trouble to work' 
living.

F. A. HORNIBK-0° JV

THE SEA .
hnii"1Of all things 1 have ever seen, only the sea. is like a pf»? 

eing; the sky is not, nor the earth. Hut the seal. >3 
moving; always something deep in itself is stirring * ‘ e 
never rests; it is always wanting, wanting, wanton*- .¡gi
lmrries on ; and then creeps hack slowly, without i* 
reached, moaning. I t  is always asking a question, 11 
never gets an answer. .-«at

Oliv e  Scniu-1’

1
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t h e  r e l ig io u s  c r is is  in  w a l e s

Hl'lLlUION continues to languish in Wales— “ the 
s,l(»)glK)l(l of non-conformity.” And, in addition to the 
C o n fo rm is t  denominations, the “ Church in Wales 

le disestablished Church of England) is feeling the
draught. *

perusal of the Welsh religious weekly newspapers 
'pi es disihal reading from a believer’s point of view.

lre6 main complaints are voiced : (-1) That the churches 
a"d chapels are em pty; (2) That many non-conformist 
lu rch es;
Oil
/g'v ,),|lr Part to “ call ’’ ministers to “ shepherd ’ ’ them ; 
il]1(| 'at candidates for the ministry are getting fewer 
C e".ev—that there is a shortage of ministers already,
t, ^Taunts (2) and (3) appear, to a Philistine like me, 
^ - - 1  each other out: how can churches “ call 
Kt '̂ l S are 110̂  there? B u t logic is not an indis- 
j„ | attribute of a religious apologist. The Church 
of |, il, ¡las °ne particular grievance of her own: many 
to ti" y°unSer clergy emigrate to England to minister 

^le heathenish English— at a higher stipend.
,1|(. regards complaint (3), a remarkable and outspoken 
tyj B appeared recently7 in “ Y Tyst ” (“ The
t ‘„)!,H'SS h the official weekly organ of the Welsh 
tl, ^'rgatiorialists. Among other things, the writer of 
of lcle—presumably the editor—states: “ We know
oft ' IUr?hes. belonging to two denominations who are 
('<,1,11 "'t.hnut a preacher on Sunday, and where Holy 

11 “nnion is not administered for months on end.” 
in, . n gives a copy of a. questionnaire sent out by 

'""d to Congregational Churches in six districts in 
ales, and the replies received. Here they are : —

ire without ministers— that there is a reluctance

s°utMv

QUESTIONS.
tl,1; What is the number of students (candidates tor 
at' hitiistry) who are now at Preparatory Schools, and 

' ‘¡oh schools are they?
Iliei,i  ̂hat is the number of students who are preparing 
"Sstist VBS home for entry to colleges, by the 

,, '" 'cu of ministers, hy lessons through the post, etc.
sli„v Ale there, at present, young men in your area who
hi,,; inclination to prepare themselves for the

"stt'y? -How many?4. j j . . J
of (( t. uve you any, suggestion to make which would be 

‘“‘stance to the Committee?

1 ‘KESUIHB.
R E P L IE S .

H'at S(j|’ ,0<U . s°  far as 1 know. 2. None. 3. 1 believe 
s"l‘,>ol 'i0 (1° so in the near future. 4. A preparatory
i'u,|  ̂ should be started for young men who have not 
I advantage of Secondary education.A|H)r(} °  -

1 ANMn9Kv.
hii<>NV passed to Carmarthen College in 1947. 2 . I
-\’o 'h.nobody in this area. .‘i. I know of nobody. 4.
iii,i(i 1 1 cinl suggestion, except?‘"le

'9ii[
apt that a further inquiry be

PiTiuorJ r — iENSHIKE.
!1.% l 'V° : both at Trevecca College. 2 . I know of 

V ' ■}; I know of nobody. 4. To send a word to
(“ The Witness ”) asking for a reply by a 

N tt *' ‘¡ate from some who may be considering the 
\\'i;Sij ‘ere and there.

1 y.h’LAMORpAN.
B0ttT °ne- 2. Two. 3. None.-

1. AM ORGAN.
l,"t us ,n°- 2. None.Mshlrig success to the venture.

4. None.

3. None, 4. Nothing to suggest,

267

E ast Glamorgan.
1. I do not know of anyone. 2. Nobody, so far as 1 

know. 3. Nobody showing any inclination. 4. 1 believe 
that the day of the private school is over. It is the day 
of the full education system. Let each student be graded 
according to his ability.

Any further remarks of mine would only spoil the effect 
of the gloomy picture. But 1 might suggest that if the 
supply of priests and preachers is to fail the future for 
religion is dark indeed.

THGS. OWEN.

THE PROBLEM OF EXISTENCE
M ETA PH YSICS, we are told, is concerned with belief 
as to the meaning of existence ; with ultimate reality ; 
beyond physical appearances, arid we are advised to use 
logic. L et us try.

A primary rule in logic concerns definition. What is 
meant by “ physical ” appearances? If it means that 
branch of science known as physics, what about biological 
science,, or even that which has been covered by the 
application of the scientific method in sociology, 
anthropology and psychology? What is meant bv be­
yond? The term physical is derived from a Greek word 
for scientific or natural law; does metaphysics refer to 
what is not or cannot he so explained; to what is not 
known; to what is outside- the range of natural law ; to 
the supernatural? If physical appearances refer to what 
is objective, does metaphysics refer to “ appearances ” 
that are not objective, such as the pink elephants of the 
dipsomaniac ?

What is meant by “ ultimate reality ” ? Does 
“ ultimate ’ ’ mean when we come to the end of our 
tether, in the grave? Or when we become exhausted or 
tired of playing with words, or when we come to questions 
we cannot answer? It looks very much like Spinoza’s 
“ asylum of ignorance.” And what is meant by 
“ reality ” ? The word is derived from the Latin for 
thing.” But, anything is a thing1, everything is a thing, 
We are told that reality is another,word for existence. 
B ut again,,, the word is all-inclusive, illimitable. If it 
means everything, with what are we to compare'it, with 
nothing? How are w,e to define- existence, in terms of 
non-existence ?

Our inability to define a word is merely evidence of 
the limit of our knowledge or understanding. To sub­
stitute one- word for another is running around in circles, 
and it is then a question of how large a circle we can 
cover. B u t logic is a method of deducing the source of 
error. If our conclusions are unsatisfactory, the logic 
is that there is something wrong in our premises. How 
then can we deal with the problem ? To assert that 
existence must be “ given,” or that it is a question of 
belief, only shelves the question; and amounts to an 
admission that the problem cannot he solved; that 
nothing can he known about it ; that it is K ant’s “ thing 
in itself.”

There is plainly something wrong, and we get no 
further by diving into volumes on epistemology; into 
such questions as ‘ ‘ how do we know?” ; and whether the 
senses are reliable. One can appreciate degrees of 
knowledge ranging from possibility, through probability, 
to certainty, but are there degrees of existence ? How 
can we reason from sensation to existence ? And how 
could we recogqise it ; even if found? In tracing 
epistemology back we come to the scholastics; to 
ontology and teleology; to the study of “ pure being ” ; 
to the- controversy over intuitionalism or voluntarism,
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nominalism or realism ; whether abstract ideas exist 
except as names or words, and whether these are 
entelechies or causes.

Going back so many centuries it needs but little logic 
to see a vast difference between their approach and our 
own. We see a simplicity and even childish crudity in 
their analogies. And we might appreciate what is meant 
in Miss Em m et’s argument in her book “ The Nature 
of Metaphysical Thinking ’ ';  that metaphysical think­
ing is analogical thinking. We can also see the falsity 
of what is called formal logic, and the absurdity of the 
formal cause. We also see a vast difference in the extent 
of their knowledge and that of our own day. And we 
can realise that although we are using the same words, 
it does not follow that these have the same meanings for 
us or to them.

Throughout the controversy we see the development 
of an elaborate technical terminology but the basic 
terms remain,, yet with different meanings. There is a 
difference between Berkeley’s idealism and that of Plato; 
a difference in the conception of an idea. Leonardo da 
Vinci with his camera obscura, reversed the theory of 
vision. Today, we think of light reflected from the 
object to the eye of the observer, but to the ancients, 
the theory of vision was that of Democritus; that an 
idea (Greek for vision) proceeded from the observer to 
the object. To us, an idea may be verbalisation, or verbal 
visualisation, to them an idea was a vision. There is a 
change in the meaning of the word idea.

These visions were the essence of “ pure being,” and 
we can sec a difference in ideas concerning these words 
as well. But we have to go much further back to find 
the meaning of them ; in philology and etymology. To 
say that beirig is the essence of existence is a mere 
tautology, for each of these words has the same 
etymology. Being, existence and spirit had the same 
meaning. The verb to be, in Latin esse, is derived from 
the Sanskrit bhu, meaning to breathe, breath or air. To 
say that something is, was to say that it breathed; 
existence was a living thing; “ pure being ” was breath 
or air; to breathe was to live. In this case, we not only 
decline to accept the original meaning but we give no 
alternative meaning to these words.

Wo are using words “ full of sound and fury, signify­
ing nothing.” Or are we? Are we really so foolish as 
to uso words with no meaning? We put the question,, 
earlier, are we to compare existence with non-existence; 
in terms of wliat are we to describe existence? Plaving 
related our problem to being; to the verb to be; we can 
see the meaning in the usage of that verb. To say that 
a thing is, is to say that it exists. To say that a thing 
was, is to say that it exists no longer; that it is non­
existent. The difference between existence and non­
existence is the difference between being and been; 
between the present and the past, and of course, the 
future, for that has yet to be. The problem is one of 
time and not of space.

Although the metaphysician claims the problem to be 
beyond physics, lie yet seeks a solution in space, in 
what occupies space. B u t it is not a physical hut a 
psychological question, involving memory, consciousness, 
and anticipation. Existence is the ever-present now. 
To explain it we need knowledge of the past, but that 
is only present in memory, tradition, and other surviving 
evidence, and our. understanding is conditioned by these. 
Our heritage of misunderstanding from the past clouds 
our understanding of the present. The non-existent 
past is imaginary, the non-existent future is visionary, 
but existence is a matter of observation.

• airnfps that
Tlpit we have forgotten the old meaning mtuc. 

the problem is one of the reliability of nieul° ¿asoU’ 
adequacy of observation, and of the methods ® , yn.
itig from the evidence. Existence is not the Gr 
known or Unknowable,, it is the only source oi in j,g 0f 
Only in tile existent now can the checks ancl , sect 
scientific observation be made. Only in evf r"̂ rtlade. 
existence can computation and calculation be 0| 
Science endeavours to explain the unknown in e 
the known and only existence is knowable; and we, syp- 
also realise a change in meaning of another won > ^  
stance; sub means under and stance means stain^ #
seek the substance of existence. Understanding 3 
relationship of past, present and future. ,

H. H. PREEX’D

TAMERLANE AND GOD
der-

HAPPENING one evening to meet Professor to 
statement I recounted to him the legend relate ^ 
the birth of Timur Beg, Emperor of the Moghuls, 
commonly known to European readers under the - r.

— ‘ ‘ tbi>1 ,of Tamerlane. The story is that the mother of 
like prince appeared pregnant before her marriage vvl'ic!l

J.4.XU J ^ l .  1 U O Ü  U t J O J O O U iV U  J J J .  O q I J . 'V I J .U ' U U i C U  O  -LJ.V_/X '  I

phenomenon so exasperated her worthy male parej1 it
at

lie' determined to put her to death, as it were to "'T^re
the stain upbn the family honour. The p r in ce ss ,^ j(,
of her own purity, and no one was in a better, situa«- ^  
assess the facts than she. flung herself at the fa®* 0
excited father and revealed to him the miraculous
of her condition. She assured him that, while she
lying on her couch, a sunbeam, piercing through ajl (Tj,,' 
ing in the window of her apartment, over whiG1̂ -  
curtain had been left undrawn, covered her with a fi 
of light, and at the same time seemed affection»!6 D,; 
caress her. “ Such,” said the young lady, ‘ ‘ .is tbe ijpe 
of the condition in which you now behold me. ..jjt 
bountiful souce of light and fecundity, who fills tD , Ui
world with tiis glories, is the parent of that child to "  „.

i .” Her father, after soi»e1 shall shortly give birth. n c i iuwiui , muci  ̂ ey 
sideration of the case, became convinced that tw  ̂
pected infant was indebted for its conception t0, p

- ' f l e e t sinterference with the usual course of nature, e 
the great singular Author of all existence othei- th!l"
own.

eve«»!The professor,, who had an appointment that evf 
at the Blue Pig, with a connoisseur of glass conts'Xy 
and of what they contained, observed that virgin >’ |i 
were rare occurrences among mammiferous aniu' 11 
they were indeed occurrences at all. He added tl>!l |jy. 
prematurely pregnant female might have been 11 ,,l, 
The propensity of persons to lying was, he consi('X (,]i 
increased in direct proportion to any difficulty into "  
they fell, if, as was sometimes the case,, a bold fib
he expected at least not to worsen their predicali“’

At this point the learned gentleman left me 1 
hurriedly; it was past opening time at the Blue 1 'P

As regards any evidence as to the truth of this... I m i .... i___  . c .. .. .. . . iit is asserted that no trace of any footprints w ere^ ,
discovered outside the window of the princess s • 
Sceptical cavillers hade, however, observed that
prints have a habit of being obliterated within a fe'v ,(1.oSc
of impression, and the appearance of the pregnancy ‘ 0ft'
no doubt several months after conception. Some’ ].. i* 
impertinent than others, liave pointed out that
sunbeam entered the room, but the girl did sqnlC 
go farther afield, disporting herself, probably, with 1 
than sunbeams. ,

I
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11® Hie solution of the problem a vindication of the 
louse of Teragay or of the prowess of an eastern youth, 
lu fact remains that the legend was received with great 

'."tli by the Orientals, as an imperishable testimony of 
he super-excellence of their favourite hero. Of this we 

assured by the 14ev. Hobart Gaunter, who in the 
Cental Annual of 1837, wrote the histor- of Timur.
.1 1'at author informs us that the talc probably owed its

existence to the name of Timur’s father, which I have
?.1Ven above—Teragay—which signifies the source of
‘blit. Gaunter, obviously, considered the story mere
i Petition,, for, had he thought it true, he would have
Tfcen of the opinion that Tamerlane was as great as,Jesus.

According to Calvin, God in His mysterious way sends 
l Cities a lying spirit upon earth to punish 1 iurs :uul 
(*J.si for in his treatise on Relics he assures us that, 
j ! mg to the credulity of the people in accepting the 

i talcs disseminated by priests anent the bones and 
,‘i68 °f the saints and of Christ, our Saviour brought it 
> t  that they should continue, in the path upon which 
I "- bad advanced, even to further grossness. Therefore, 

^eir voluntary and divinely induced delusions, the 
i,'°Ss of the Lord light enough to be borne by one man, 
„ ''“'«a multiplied in its splinterdom to exceed the 
,> itu d e  of a great ship, and the spear that had drunk 

of God’s blood gave birth, as it were, to threeaer
tallysPears.

(¡¡j Ulvto could have drawn a moral of God s mysterious 
I],,.', l0m the history of Timur,, he who was fashioned by 
te| , oforitier’s deity to scourge the human race. It is 
ii,„ , °f the Moghul emperor that one day, while liunt- 

he abruptly reached the edge of a ditch both 
bin! t!‘r'd 'b'L’p. 11s unexpected appearance did not enable 
rlibyt SUeceed in turning his horse aside, but the sudden 
I’h,. toado the leap a matter of heightened difficulty. 
iiil(J| Cilice, however, spurred forward his steed, which 
¡nsf'e a desperate but insufficient hound. Clinging for an
fr0tr,*ii fbe bank, the horse enabled Timur to

,, 1 the spring
saddle,, blit itself, after a few struggles, fell back 

8 ^ . , 6 chasm. The prince’s friends, hastening up, con 
" It "tedtheir leader upon his escape; hut lie replied, 
toe i■ ■ Us God, flic bestower of my fortune, who preserved

"■air was rn unrelenting mail,, an•hipl̂ 'T’ Writes Gaunter,
•ll|!lrioir, nu<b cniel prince, for in the emperor’s own 
•topj.̂  ̂ .> written to give posterity a most favourable 

°f Ids character and actions, we see the thin 
h'Rmts ,Pidliution too transparent to conceal the dark 
1,1 blaci<d ferocious passion and bloody ambition,, lying 

W}1(; v and thick masses below.
11 fbe royal conqueror was proceeding to the 

lie was informed that the prisoners 
1(KW)0 lliCe '̂e bad crossed the Indus, amounting to over 
*b(. '.'ad shown exultation on seeing him attacked by
'■'Ufi,, * 11 troops, and fearing that they might join his 
G | ■ , lie ordered the whole of them above the age of 15 
, to death.

emperor made,, however, a delightful end, dying
C  0ll'>"r of sanctity and self-conceit, mingled with 

d  penitence; for feeling death near, he sent, for 
iimirs, and budo them not toI'tyj, I'to'esseS and principal ;

'■'s .U|f pray for him. God would pardon his number- 
l|,n'iii'S Despite these lie had the consolation of 

bife 'k that he had never suffered the strong to injure 
' '• ’l'lie skull pyramids of his slaughtered enemies 

Whi!"' I,udible protest.
'r-G'iin,1 * ,tlet the professor nt 10-30 p.m, on the same 
‘ ¡•i,u,P "'! which I had discoursed with him concerning 

s 'drgin birth, he appeared incapable of serious

conversation. He, nevertheless, assured me that this 
world was the best of all possible worlds, because every­
thing was what it was,, and could not be otherwise. Few 
people, lie added, knew how limited God’s power was.

________________ J .  G. LUPTON.

A NEW LIFE OF JESUS
IN the history of literature there have been countless 
attempts at writing the life of Jesus. One can instantly 
recall such classic efforts as that of Renan; while in 
recent days such famous writers as Llewelyn Powys, 
Francois Mauriac and Em il Ludwig have produced books 
on the same theme. Most of them,, however, have been 
in some degree unsatisfactory, mainly, 1 think, because 
of the vagueness of much of the Biblical record. 
Personally, 1 have never been able to accept the myth 
theory to which so many Freethinkers and Rationalists 
would be found to adhere. L feel that it produces as 
many difficulties as it settles. But at the same time to 
write anything like an orthodox biography of the founder 
of Christianity is a task presenting such formidable 
difficulties that only the bravest or the most unrepentedly 
Fundamentalist could possibly be induced to make the 
effort.

Many readers will be acquainted with the work of 
Dr. G. J .  Cadoux, whose death last year was regretted 
by many, both of his own and of conflicting schools of 
thought. His effort at telling the biography of Jesus 
has just made its appearance, in the eigliteenpemiy 
Pelican books. It is a hook which will be found interest­
ing even by Freethinkers. True,, Dr. Cadoux accepts 
much of the Biblical narratives which are unacceptable 
by non-Christians. B ut at the same time he presents 
an interesting approach—roughly, that of the liberal 
Christian—which provides the reader with a good idea 
of what modern Christianity, aware of the work of the 
textual critics, would regard as the absolute minimum 
of belief which a Christian should hold. For example, 
Dr. Cadoux does not regard the Virgin Birth as a dogma 
to he considered as an essential part of Christian belief. 
He considers that probably a later accretion, added to 
the gospel narrative by some enthusiastic writers of a 
generation after Jesus, in order to make the story more 
impressive and exciting. He points out, indeed, that 
there is a definite tendency in the E ast to “ embroider 
stories in this way, and adds that it is. not thought, wrong 
(or was not) to place partly or wholly fictitious speeches 
in the' mouths of historical characters. Viewed in this 
way tile gospel byes of Jesus would become rather like 
historical novels of our time— with a, definite basis in fact, 
but with fictitious additions difficult for any hut the 
expert (o disentangle.

I do not know ¡f what t have written will strike the 
impartial reader as being faint and rather neutral praise;
I know that I found the hook very interesting reading. 
And, even though there is much in Dr. Oadoux's 
approach which I do not share, I nevertheless feel deeply 
grateful to him for the way in which he l as made plum 
to me much which was not clear before. For instance, 
he suggests that the story of the fig tree struck dead 
because it did not. bear fruit is in reality not a statement 
of fact, but a parable,, wliich has somehow been wrongly 
recorded as an actual event. That suggestion is the sort 
of remark which L personally find stimulating. It may 
not, of course, be provable in any scientific way; hut 
it is literary criticism of a high order, and deserves 
respect from all who are interested in (lie Bible from u 
literary point of view. Treated purely as a work of 
literature and not one of theology Dr. Cadoux’s book 
therefore will command a wide audience.

JOHN ROWLAND.
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ACID DROPS
The old adage that we are never too old to learn is 

exemplified in the ease of Dean Inge, who is 8 8 . In 
his latest book, lie is “ very reluctantly driven to the 
opinion that all marriages should he settled in a 
registrar’s office,'' leaving it, of course, to people who 
really believe in Christianity to get married in church if 
they want to. Dean Inge must know, however, that in 
any case, a church is a registrar’s office for the purpose 
of marriage—that, in fact, it lias to be registered as such. 
Still, it will lie interesting to see the reaction of some of 
his colleagues who still hold that marriage is a 

sacrament ” and not just a secular contract. But then 
Hie Dean has always been looked upon as the enfant 
terrible of the Church.

It has always seemed strange to some people that so 
many of our generals and admirals, who can contemplate 
the destruction of bodies of men—their own arid their 
enemies—with equanimity, are always proud to call 
themselves Christians. And their Christianity is not 
hedged with doubts either. It is the full-blooded, 
primitive type which might well disgrace even the simple 
Salvation Army lassie. The one-time defender of Malta, 
Sir William Dobbie, is one of tile founders of a new 
society, which he hopes, no doubt, will help to make all 
people share his naive and infantile beliefs.

The society,, the “ Facts and Faith Films Society,” 
is out to rival the terrific success of secular films which 
have long been viewed by our religious hierarchy with 
qualms of dismay. No one is allowed to become a mem­
ber unless he believes in the divine inspiration of the 
Bible “ as originally given ” arid in its absolute 
infallibility, in the Trinity and Unity of kVither, Son and 
Holy Ghost, and in the Lord Jesus Christ as the “ only 
Saviour for the individual and the world.” The object 
of tile society is to revive in schools, universities and 
factories “ an interest in the word of God,” etc. This 
i.s to be done by films, so long as Jesus himself is not 
portrayed. We can imagine that Sir William Dobbie 
himself would kick at Bing Crosby appearing as “ the 
Christ ” flying about with the Devil in Jerusalem, or 
Betty Grable as the Virgin enticing old man Joseph with 
her charms. B u t what a queer mental world all these 
people must live in-.

The Rev. Wallace Hadrill, Vicar of Holy Cross, 
Hornchurch, is reported as saying, that of the 1,2Q0 
children in the area, 000 do not go to Sunday School, 
and know nothing of Christ. It may be true that the 
figure given do not attend Sunday School, but seeing 
that the Education Act lays it down that every county 
and voluntary school shall begin their day’s innrieulvnn 
witii collective worship and that religions instruction 
shall he given in every one pi those schools, the Rev. 
ITujlrilTs statement that half the children know nothing 
of Christ looks suspiciously like a “ Christian truth.”

i '] but
This is hardly the season to discuss footba j el.atio» 

think the following important enough for cons yshai)ti 
hy’tlie Football Association. According to the  ̂ ' t .̂o0l)le 
Times ” African football teams are having  ̂ ,111(l 
because witch doctors insist on hanging s"; ‘q pi" 
old bones on goal posts ” and in fact indulging l11 !
usual magical practices in order to ensure a win for,

W e
we suspect, the football team that pays the i*10'¡(,a<leU- 
also commend the idea to some of our religious , 1 0[
What a draw for the Cup Final if the Archbis j ^ 
Canterbury and Cardinal Griffin were advei ■ ^  0| 
perform their respective mumbo jumbo at, eacn . j  
the playing field. What a test to find which j ’1 -lj j0fd- 
Christianity is most pleasing in. the sight of || jjif 
W’e think the idea would he more effective than a 
United Church Councils and Conferences. We 0 * 
idea to the F.A . free of charge.

i , loci'
But seriously, can the whites really pretend r - o ct, 

down on their black “ brothers,” who in this j";“ ‘ 
are logical enougli to introduce their religion i11, p)(, 
everyday Filings of life, and in essence what .o,)S 
difference between the witch doctor and his incan ■ 
for the success -of a football team and his h '11’ 
counterpart,, who prays for the success of n village , 

- —  gest the differedor a Parliamentary session ? We sugge boil;
is one of degree only; both have a distinctive dress (| 
profess to be in direct touch with the supernritura > 
both rely on the credulity and ignorance of their f°**°

The former Matron of the Queen Charlotte H°s!>j||.|i 
complains of the “ sense of reticence and ‘ niceness ,| 
prevents us from facing up to the problem of veQ, ;
disease. ’ No one will deny that the question is
blit the blame can be laid fairly and squarely at thu 1 ' 
of Christian bigotry and prejudice. The Cl,ui j 
opposition to the spread of knowledge of the 
prevention of the “ Disease of Venus ” is due to lb*-' j  
of Christians throughout the ages that V .D . is VVi 
by God in vengeance for “ sin .” The fact that civil1̂ '.)U- 
lms not yet advanced beyond that idea is due to rUb 
ignorance and bigotry.

Should there be any doubt, the “ Daily Telegi'11!  ̂
informs us that “ Queen Anne is dead.” She was, ,y 
ever, given three cheers on the occasion of the cere"  ̂
terminating her “ Bounty ” which was formed ^  
year ago for the benefit of the poor clergy. The 
of the Bounty will he joined to the £140,000,000 ol 
Ecclesiastical Commission to form the funds of tin* j)(. 
financial body. It will interest readers to know tl,J,t |,.\ 
biggest deal of this body was tlie purchase of B 0' '. 
Square House for a mere £1,250,000. NevertH ‘ ¡|
farmers’ property is still distrained for tithes. bet
not be imagined that the Church of England 1S . ps 
Catholic in, at least, its choice of property, for bi,sl pi 
Berkeley House, the Commissioners own win"1'' 
Paddington.

An advertisement in the “ Romford Times ” begins 
with a hold headline, “ The Church in Danger,.’ ’ and 
continues, “ The Church of England faces hard times, 
its funds are desperately low, and hundreds of its clergy 
are living in extreme poverty—their wives are forced 
out to work,” etc. It certainly is a sorry outlook, worse 
still, the prospects of improvement seem to be nil. The 
Supreme Head does nothing, there are good salesmen on 
the staff,, but tlu‘ goods are nearly 2,0 0 0  years old, stale 
and soiled with much handling.

A Canadian newspaper credits the survival of 
of nine members of the crew of a ’plane that C1''1* ,,i 
over tlie Antarctic to the “ skill of the pilot, luck,, ' ¡j, 
courage.” As that stands, it is good reporting, 
was somewhatl spoiled b\- tlie pilot when he said 
was with us,” with which sentiment' the other 
survivors agreed. The retort that immediately .c. 
to mind is, wasn’t God with the three dead menu"  ̂
Perhaps this is another instance of flic wondrous ' ” 
of God.
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HIE FREETHINKER
Ripph6ne N(>- : Holborn 2C01.

41, Gray’s Inn Road, 
London, W.O. 1

TO CORRESPONDENTS
111,1 freethinker” : .Mr. .M. F eldman , 3s .

Orj'g]. ,A" S’ Canada.—Thanks for cuttings. Excavations in 
parti,.I,i° I °1ster up the Old Testament are interesting 
11 trin, ' i i  ,"l|en a mined wall is supposed to prove that 

v ,, ,,Pt “last blew down the walls of Jericho■ 1 OUT .......
''I’lierii'111*' JIany fireat men of science who in their own 
otlin,. ‘ 11> supreme tall hack on religions foolishness in 

u spheres
•, W

Fiww’ i B ‘A.().R.—Thanks for compliments on the 
thinker,” wo do our liest.

hr,/,
«/ th!"llJ l êra^"r,‘ should be sent to the Business Manager 
''"'I iui l?n^ r  Press, 41, Cray's Inn ltoad, London, TV.C.l, 

l|'i n to the Editor, 
til >"•ith v Scro,ces of the National Secular Society in connection 

h“«s [■! CU1 ,T burial Services are required, alt rommunicq- 
Vii¡nn lou, he addressed to the Secretary, It. II. Itnsetti, 

T)lt, ' us l°nQ notice as possible.
“i®Thinkei1 null be forwarded direct from the Publish- 1 V/fice a  . , t< i «i .i> n.
, 17

N o t ic e s  s h o u ld  re a ch  the O ffice b y F r i d a y  m o r n in g .

(J ()fl‘ *■  ̂ VI/ /U/ ItU/WCU, Wtl t
r "Jfe at the following rates (Home and A broad): One 
’ ,S-> half-year, Xs. Cd.; three-rnonl-months, .¡s. .{</.

SUGAR PLUMS
of g, ,!p Annual Conference of the Educational Institute 
hn > « « ,  the President Mr. W. Barry said a iiglit was 
Hel)0oi ^ euul;|rists over the question “ God in the 
ure „ ,s or Not.” Mr. Barry is quite wrong. Secularists 
Ai,.  ̂ Cor|cerned with God, inside or outside the schools
RisT ) 'e are concerned with is the cowardly practice of 
hiisi,.,. "'g a. widely discredited religion as true to

school children under the pretence ot 
Ob*,; jCharactejf-building. ’J’lic Educational Institute is 

y aware of the Jesu it saying, “ Give me the?Usl„ 
for the first seven years, and it is mine for life .”

El.,'!1 .v 2,000 years ago, Jesus died to save the people.
” the people are- called upon to save Jesus, and the 

0, g  the self-appointed leaders of the rescue party. 
’ii1, . , '"se, it won’t surprise readers to know that funds 
Vi, , 1 "‘led for this salvage stunt-. The Rev. TT. P. Young, 
iii ( °1 Christ Church, Crewe, suggests Unit sixpence

i i .  a man earns should go to the Church. The 
: f f S ' i  an impudent one, and we doubt whether 
iitiv ( h'et much of a response in these difficult days. In 
k ,'u \Se’ surely the population of Heaven is sufficient 
*'niv J ,lur,tee one god at least on the active list, without 

hnifficial help.

hi'd, sI’*te of the unsettled weather, Mr. .1. Clayton has 
L;,,i( 4 1 a' to carry onl some good open-air work in his 
r’f tl ls *ir<e circuit. Opposition lias added to iho interest1 tl|P
"el,./ Meetings, and friends and sympathisers are very 
%  Forward details of the meetings appear in
G e s t u r e  Notices column. Local friends are asked 

hport, and make themselves known to Mr. Clayton.

11 1 i'.'L I’. Brighton marked his return to action, follow- 
'lel,., " s recent mine accident, with a very successful 
( I'Gst• tin: Rev. Patrick Knox on “ Will
(,%le “"'ty  Save IV ? ” We understand that a return 
'llff, , ^ 1 between the . two is to be arranged, with a 
*v*|l2 it ?l'hject, and we will announce details when 

** e if a return match is agreed upon.

A copy of Mr. F . J .  Corina’s latest attack on the 
N .S.S . lias just reached me. It  is reminiscent of 
the lowest type of a Christian Evidence lecturer 
and would he treated with tlle contempt it deserves 
but for tlie fact that the author calls himself a Free­
thinker. The attack is one that any Freethinker 
should he ashamed to have written. We have1 
sufficient trust in the judgment and common sense 
of Freethinkers that they would agree it does not 
merit further discussion.

The substance of the Bradford Court case is 
contained in the last two Annual Reports of the 
N .S.S. and can lie had, free, from the Society's 
offices, 41, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C. 1.

CHAPMAN COHEN, 
President of the N .S.S .

The ” Eastern Province Herald ” reports that a party 
is preparing an expedition to explore the lost continent 
of Atlantis, and what will be of particular interest to 
readers of this journal, among the many problems the 
expedition hope to solve is whether “ Noah was really 
a fugitive from submerged Atlantis.” The possibility of 
trying to prove the authenticity of the drunkard who 
saved mankind from a watery grave is on par with 
trying to prove that the walls of Jericho fell at the blast 
of trumpets from priests.

The “ Universe ” has been trying to explain for the 
l ,00()th time the real meaning of “ Transubstantiation 
and after getting into a Holy Mess, was obliged to fall 
back on the words of the Master, Cardinal Newman. 
“ We do not know how , we have no parallel to the ‘ how 
in our experience.” Still, as the Cardinal believed without 
further discussion, why should not all the readers of the

Universe ” similarly believe? What could he clearer 
than “ Our Lord in his glorified body—which is still a 
body— is present in Heaven with a ‘ local ' presence, and 
present in the Blessed Eucharist with a ‘ sacramental 
and ‘ substantial ’ presence.” A Catholic after reading 
that, surely feels the H oly' Presence around him, will 
grovel on his knees, and give praise that he belongs to 
God’s own Church.

At a Biennial Convention of United Synagogues in 
Chicago, Samuel Rothstein informed 1 ,000 leaders of 
American Jewry that ” implicit in religion is a spirit of 
unselfishness and sacrifice for the common good; the 
current need for today is to put religion into action.” We 
think it high time. Judaism lus a, longer history than 
Christianity, and has had more time to put ils 
principles “ into action.” Yet wo get the same pious 
platitudes from them as from their spiritual brothers 
whose god they supplied.

There seems to he a growing demand for Freethoughi 
literature and we draw the attention ol t reethinkers, in 
1 lie Nottingham and District area to the Progressive 
Bookshop, 24, North Sherwood Street, Nottingham. 
Mr. Stathnn will be pleased to accept orders for id! 
Pioneer Press Publications, including the ” Free­
thinker.” Visitors will find a wide range of Freethought 
literature on view. The Bookshop is near the Central 
Library.
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THE FALLACY OF PHILOSOPHY
TH E “ Freethinker ” has been lately full of the pros 
and cons of Philosophy, some contributors contending 
that Philosophy is out of date, some that it is a mental 
exercise only, and one contributor quotes Mr. H. Eyfe 
to the effect that Philosophy is of no practical value 
whatever. 'Ibis may or may not be the case, the fact is 
that nowadays we have learned to see things in their two­
fold aspects. Philosophy, however, takes things as 
stable fact, not as motion, and puts forward theories of 
what seem to be an unshakable truth. This leads to a 
firm doctrine being established similar to the way of 
religion. The result of both is a brake to progress, since 
all our up-to-date notions have to fit into a ready-made 
mould.

Take, for instance, “ Freedom.” There is no freedom 
without restrictions, and there are no restrictions without 
certain freedom. The wage-earner is free in that he can 
decide whether to sell his labour-power or rather prefer 
to die from starvation. B u t as soon as he has accepted 
that deal, he is no longer free to do what, lie likes, but is 
a kind of slave— at least, during his working hours. 
Truth, in itself, is subject to changes. From the view­
point of relativity, the question about pure, absolute 
Truth cannot but draw a relative answer—affirmative as 
well as in the negative. There are only such Truths as 
are absolutely true at a certain period, but in the long 
run they become distorted, untrue. Vice-versa, these 
Truths as temporary knowledge are untrue, but in the 
course of development we reach the point of apprecia­
ting reality. The geocen.trical theory prior to Copernicus 
was absolutely correct at that time, but relatively wrong; 
vice-versa, the theory of the Earth revolving around the 
Sun, was temporarily wrong, but, when corroborated by 
practical experiences, it became Truth.

Any form of a corrupt and moribund society accentuates 
idealism and bigotry, gives birth to a wave of occultism 
and offers the consolation that everything on earth must 
need be imperfect and defective; perfect is the pure

idea ” only, the Thing-in-itself. Thus, any form of 
idealistic philosophy must, in one way or another, lead 
to Religion.

Idealistic philosophy failed ; but so did purely material­
istic philosophy. There is, however, a third trend: 
Agnosticism (Hume, Kant, Darwin), the refuge of those 
who are scared of the consequences of their thinking. 
They, therefore, pretend that Man is unable to know any­
thing (agn6stos =  not cognizant). This is the philosophy 
of the coward who, whilst knowing better, prefers plead­
ing ignorant rather than losing his position in society.

Materialist philosophy, too, is bent to conceive things— 
not in a process of development—but in a fictitious state 
of rest. Hence, only if we go beyond that state of mind 
can we recognize that Motion is the mode of existence 
of matter. Nuclear energy is the latest proof of the fact 
that nowhere has there been matter without motion, nor 
can there be. Matter without motion is just as unreal as 
motion without matter.

The old metaphysics which accepted things as finished 
objects arose from a natural science which investigated 
dead and living things as finished objects. Hence, up 
to the end of the last century, natural science was pre­
dominantly a collecting science. In our century it is 
essentially a classifying science, a science of the processes, 
of the origin and development of these things and of the 
interconnection which binds all these natural processes 
into one great entity. As a result, philosophy hus 
become obsolete; just as religion, philosophy was an

attempt at finding some plausible explanation^ 
world, according to the reach of means and know o 
that time. . .

What wq need in a progressive society, howevii, 
another interpretation, but the means to choj}9 or(]er 
world of ours according to what is possible, ana 
to improve the living conditions for all.

So Mr. Fyfe was completely right in assert'n̂ eJ1tal 
philosophy nowadays is nothing more but 11 Je3ge 
pastime, like chess or bridge. As far as kn t<) 
proper is concerned, we were definitely in a ^  ¡1
transform the world from a  “ T h in g -in -itse lf  ^
“ Thing-for-us ” ; yet this, means material ac ,̂on of 
therefore, lies beyond the scope and substan 
philosophy. _ Ay

PERCY G.

CLASS DISTINCTION
TO be a really, successful first class snob it i_s 
sary to be the owner of a very unsuccessful thud 
brain. That horror known to us all as Class D1S . ^  
can only survive and thrive on snobbery. R  
amazing fact that a so-called Socialist country, Pre-fl  ̂ ;)t 
the doctrine of Equality, still worships and g r o v e — 
the shrine of that hoary old humbug Class Distinc 0( 
and clings to it as though it was the only ® fa 
saving us from the clutching claws of Communis11 •

“ Ju st look at R u ssia!” you hear the woeful , 
the alarmist. “ See what has happened there—an,prl)e, 
are the mighty fa llen !” But have they fallen? ,r 
the former aristocrats are now beggars; but the 101 
beggars are now aristocrats ! Class Distinction ha_s  ̂
been abolished—the scale has been reversed, that  ̂
The gap between the peasant and the. Party Leaders ■ 
great as the gulf was in Tsarist days. Ju st try to 
tact Mr. Molotov and see how fur you g e t!

is  Man such a vulgar fruction  that he cannot, 
any circumstances, be reduced to one common de” ¡¡¡g 
ination or class ? By what strange process of i’euS [lid 
does any one man consider himself superior to any 0  ̂
man? We are all worms who have w'riggled our ^ 
to the upper surface; but that merely gives us the 1 ^  
to look down on those worms still burrowing 1,1  ̂
darkness— and on other animal forms lower than  ̂
selves in the scale of evolution. I t  does not give llS 
right to look down 011 our own brother humans. ,

h och0We believe, however, there must be some conned ^
between breeding and snobbery. The well-bred ‘ |)0
seldom snobs; it is the ill-bred and unintelligent |jBy
invest themselves with a superiority they know 1 0f
do not possess. In short, snobbery is the hall-®lir'll,il
an inferiority complex; expressing itself in loud j,
blustering arrogance, pompous conceit, and a fl* j.
indifference to the lot of one’s fellow-men. It is a 1
hiding ignorance and inability. ,t]i

There are, of course, various kinds of snobs, alR ol|\V
the Social Snob is the best-known of the species. r̂t
must not, however, overlook the .Book Snob, the w.
Snob, the Professional Snob, and the Clerical *l1 ,|v
Indeed, snobbery among clerical workers is parti01'f* j;
flourishing at the moment. F'pr instance, the 1 ']lCr
clerk considers himself a grade higher than the Ins®' jf
clerk; the Civil Service clerk places himself above ,
clerks— and all clerks place themsel ves above h |]:,!
assistants who, in turn, look down on the
Worker. Even manual workers have their class
tinctions and grade themselves accordingly.
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a^SUrî  aiul childish it all is! Can anyone tell 
uiioH ° lle human being votes himself superior to

uier: is His blood any purer or his flesh more 'aluahip') \t . 1 ,.|r • JNeither occupation nor monetary earnings
^  , 'V c s t . The miner may well earn more than the 
•«up °t k ’ rac^cteer more than an Archbishop— 
bu • ‘ rarnP may well be morally superior to many a 
Vi|"aboSS<i Jna®nat©, yet he is still termed a worthless

,bo,°; d i«8t doesn't make sense. But who bothers 
^ 1 sense to-day? You don’t get paid for thinking , 

it ’s a waste of time. B ut it makes even 
pu “ “ «*»0  blood boil when some conceited pen-pushing 
ti1(? |las the 'effrontery to disparage people who work on 
niltt and: With h air well-greased, starched collar, and 
Uiiii?n suitil.% he will bonsider himself defiled and con- 
8°ilel i d ^ he should accidentally brush against some 
h jj( ''"ugarees in a bus or tube. That sort of snobbery 
t})e j.° cheapest and most vulgar brand of all. Without 
"oi-t i worker the country would starve, hut what vital 

^ does the pen-pusher do?
it ‘vUu,|.V’ 'f Class Distinction had any meaning at all 
Tl),[ni Pe based on the usefulness of one’s occupation, 
sfii . place the land worker, the miner, and the
n0, . * stoker at the top of the scale and not, as they 

\ lre’ Ihc bottom.
dklediodied man who elects to sit on his 

"law ■ aP day *n !ln office, an obsequious “ Yes ’ ’-man 
81)^1 on his boss like a cringing puppy-dog— is. 
iiia t'. 0 l°west form of life in the human kingdom,
e o ^ h . a  creature should have the impertinence to 
^  himself superior to the man or woman who 

IW °» the land is, to me, an offence against decency.
, ' ’inch longer, then, are we going to tolerate this 

'•''""Hi (>f Class Distinction? And why, in the name of 
fcti, )|l>' 1 scnse, must we cling desperately to the foolish 
;Uifj ,,°f Privilege and Title? Knights, Baronets, Dukes, 
Uo ,are relics of the feudal ages and should have 
■hiigj,j'lcc in any modern democratic constitution. If 
be "uris, from pauper to President, arc satisfied to

Plaiu^ V .for ns, too.
Mister then it should he good

fhe p )ery is a social evil that must be exterminated if 
^ .'" 'h e rh o o d  of Man is to he anything more than a 

UlSless and empty phrase.

fl%
W. H. WOOD.

G,NG AND THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE 
II

‘ ^ A L L Y , I do not believe that would-be murderers 
"‘"ill'" ,Saying to themselves, “ I ’ve always wanted to 

"lid h the old woman and get the insurance money.
ve abolished hanging, what’s to stop me?

a o l! P a h !” B ut the most 
^  .—fis, or says he does, believe

"e 6v,lers think like that. For he declares that, should 
s"ti0 <4 take to capital crime, he would not take “ very 
S  ( s y the warning of the Home Secretary, that he 
,'H l,..)1 for a twenty years’ stretch; hut death—“ death 
h ivi^ung is too horrible and loathsome.” At least that

•» J ?  « “*
'''Qfu 1 le twenty years in gac 
¡""nlcf. P,’ei"tc of Truro does

M his
riio

I

reeling.,1(J _____B tells him again, and he is sure
Wei) i l°l° of the criminal world agrees with h im .”

T|,fe .Wouldn’t know, but perhaps the Bishop does! 
" V ,  llght’ reverend then went on to say that “ another 
rio .. often broug ht forward ” was that murderers 
rd beu*"'hitionists.” In fact, they get quite a kick out 
°f the,  ̂ banged, because the papers make such a fuss 
!"k] t)l - This satisfaction of theirs should be frustrated 

( Press’s tendency to splash themselves on murder

trials should be sternly censored. I have never heard 
this argument advanced myself and 1 am quite sure it 
has not been often  brought forward. I have read that 
many men,, throughout the ages, have died courageously 
on the scaffold, and sometimes with a smile or joke on 
their lips; but 1  don’t think that is what the Bishop was 
referring to.

Lord Templewood, better known as Sir Samuel Hbare, 
has often been assailed by the Left as a pillar of 
reaction, hut he is personally a kindly and well-meaning 
gentleman. His was one of the best contributions to 
the debate; though he came down more or less on the 
side of the retentionists, it was on the grounds that he 
thought the moment inopportune for the change, though 
he is apparently in favour of abolition in principle. In 
the course of his speech he ventured the remark that 999 
out of 1,0 0 0  people refrain from crime, not out of fear of 
the penalty but from “ the general atmosphere of the 
country at the tim e.” Truro seized on this to retort that 
one in a thousand of our population totted up to 40,000 
“ dangerous and violent lflen.” See the Prelate’s 
endeavour to prejudice the whole question and to raise 
fear and hatred against every poor devil who comes 
within the arm of the law! For Templewood’s figure of 
one in a thousand included rill criminals, the petty pick­
pocket, the boy who steals bicycles, the out-of-work who 
sneaks a loaf of bread for his needy family. “ These 
dangerous and violent m en,” indeed! Have you lost all 
sense of proportion, as well as of humanity, my Lord 
Bishop of Truro?

Having worked himself up to this pitch, of regarding 
urchins who steal apples from a barrow as “ dangerous 
and violent,” it will not surprise readers to learn that this 
Prelate of the Sermon on the Mount, far from desiring 
the suspension of the death penalty for five years, wanted 
to extend  it to cover other crimes not now regarded as 
capital ones. He had started with the principle of 
retributive justice ; he had averred that ” the appropriate 
punishment for cold-blooded murder is death—a very 
ancient idea,” capping his remark with a Biblical text, 
taken from the Old Testament, of course. (Most of the 
speakers found texts easily enough to support their 
various points'of view.)

As most murders are done in emotional states of fear 
or passion, the Bishop’s remark would seem at first 
glance to let the greater number of murderers escape the 
noose. But it is sadly to misjudge my Lord Bishop of 
Truro, if we draw any such conclusion. For him, the 
retributive idea of any eye for an eye, one tooth for one 
tooth, irus not enough. “ Does not brute violence deserve 
death,” he exclaimed rhetorically, oven if the victim does 
not die? No wonder the Lord Chief Justice (Goddard), 
who followed him, repudiated what he called the 
Bishop’s “ bloodthirsty suggestions.” !

When the debate .was resumed, a month later, in the 
Committee Stage of proceedings, his Grace, the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, hitched up his cassock and 
advanced cautiously into the fray. Apparently, ho had 
heard some-whispered comments on the performances of 
his colleagues at the Second Reading; for he began with 
a. reproof for those critics “ of what had been loosely 
called the attitude of the Church.” Since not even this 
super-prelate can gainsay the statistics, demonstrating 
the decrease of murders in all those countries where 
capital punishment has been abolished, his grace simply 
swept them aside as “ completely unreliable ” and 
proceeded to say, with a sublime disregard for logic, that 
since no one could say what was the deterrent effect of 
hanging, “ one can hardly doubt that in some cases it is 
a deterrent.’
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Then lie was seriously disturbed at the bad habit 
Home Secretaries have of granting reprieves, with the 
result that “ the finality of that terrible warning does, 
in the public mind, lose something of its force . . .  . of 
ds proper effect." He made the quite unfounded asser­
tion that the late newspaper “ polls "  indicated “ a 
general belief that law and order couldn’t stand “ the 
shock of a diminution in the severity of the punish­
m ent,’ ' instead of attributing it, as some others did, to 
the brutalising effect of the war on the people.

This gracious recipient of £18,000 a year had a good 
deal to say about love, divine and terrestrial; but lie 
pointed out that the sentimental reformists do not realise 

the. essential costliness of love,” especially that of the 
godly pattern. 1 always thought the churches were 
particularly strong on the view that love was not a 
marketable thing of price. Evidently it is, but a luxury 
article and no utility line. Or perhaps i t ’s just that it 
needs too many coupons!

It is only fair to mention the contribution of my Lord 
Bishop of Chichester, who was a noble exception in this 
pack of ghouls. His speech, full of facts, and his uncom­
promising stand for abolition must have caused some 
embarrassment to his colleagues. He pointed out the 

phony ” nature of the newspaper polls and quoted in 
detail the statistics of declining capital crime in those 
countries which have done away with the extreme 
penalty, lie  gave an imposing list of judges, lawyers, 
prison doctors and governors, and others, who deplored 
the death penalty and all its horrid theatricality; Inci­
dentally, he corrected the text oft quoted in the debate, 
“ . . An eye for an eye . . . ” etc., by pointing out that 
the New Testament text added : ” . . . but J  say unto 
you . . . ” Let us pay a tribute to this kindly cleric, for 
assuredly his brother bishops will not.

The spiritual peers have a- bad record of opposition to 
efforts for Immunising justice. In 1834, when the House 
of Commons had passed a bill abolishing the death 
penalty for stealing sheep, it was the clerics of the Church 
of England in the Upper Chamber who prevented it 
becoming law. Winchester, Truro and Canterbury have 
shown themselves worthy disciples in this tradition.

P . a . KING.
[All quotations are taken from the official Hansard 

reports, Nos. 0 0 , 07, 70, 80 of the 27th and 28th April, 
and (lie 1st and 2nd dune, 1048.]

THE BLASPHEMY LAWS IN THE U.S.A,
AS your readers might be interested in the blasphemy 
laws of flic United States, I am giving you a few samples 
of such laws. It must bq remembered that in the United 
States »every separate state still has its own laws and 
they differ widely from state to state.

Thirty-two of the 48 states have no blasphemy lavs 
at all, Vermont having repealed its old law a few years 
ago. The still existing blasphemy laws obtain mostly in 
the so-called old New England states and the other 
original colonies, Maine, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, Delaware, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania.

Here are a few examples of blasphemy laws still on 
the statute books of some states; —

Statu of Maine.—Whoever blasphemes the holy name 
of God by cursing, or contuiheliously reproaching God, 
Ids creation, government, final judgment of the world, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost, or the H oly Scriptures 
as contained in the canonical books of the Old and New 
Testament, or by exposing them to contempt or ridicule,

j» u  u . J i t

«200, °r
shall be punished by a fine of not more than 5 
by imprisonment of not more than two years.

Si,\n-: of M aryland.—I f any person by writinfe 
speaking, shall blaspheme or curse God, or shall
*>'• utter am  profane words of and concerning our sa' "-
Jesus Christ, or of and concerning the Holy Trinity, 1 
" ' 7  ot tIle l,L‘,,K(,ns thereof, he shall on conviction 1«’ hm. 
not more than $ 10 0 , or imprisoned not more than s»
months, at the discretion of the court. inly

State of New Hampshire.— If any person sha 
deny the being of a. God, or wilfully blaspheme t 11 
of God, Jesus Christ or the Holy Ghost, Or sha 
or reproach the word of God contained in the ..|)tl|l 
books of the Old apd New Testament, he shall D 
not more than $ 20 0 , and may be holden to re< (>E|j|]A 
with sureties for his behaviour fdr a. term not ex<e 
one year. JH

S tate of Nebraska..—Whoever, being of the «S0 !y 
or upward, profanely curses and damns, or |,r0 Vj()jy 
swears by the name of God, Jesus Christ, or the ^  
Ghost, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding $1 1101 
than 23 cents for each offence. j

S tate of P ennsylvania.— If any person of the ao 
16 or upwards shall profanely curse and swear .1  ̂
name o f God, Jesus Christ, or the Holy Ghost, 1 j(l|.. 
person so offending, being therefore convicted, ? , 
feit and pay a sum bf 67 cents for every such I" iT|fi't 
curse or oath ; and in case he or she shall refuse or 
to pay the said forfeiture, and goods and chattels 0(
lie found, whereof to levy the same by distress,  ̂^  
she shall he committed to the house of correction ( ,|i
proper county, not exceeding 24 hours, , for every • ^  
offence, of which such person shall be convicted, anil , 
soever of the age of 16 or upwards shall curse and 
hi/ mill o ilier noinc or thing as aforesaid, and s*111 ji) 
convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum " (li 
cents for every such curse or oath ; and in the ca_SL” 1]|Vi 
offender shall neglect or refuse to satisfy such fora’1 l̂Vv 
or any goods or chattels cannot lie found whereof jp1 

. the same by distress, he or she shall be committed
house of correction of the proper county, not ex<'1 ||;it 
12 hours for every such offence. Provided always ()11p 
every such prosecution ho commenced within 
after the offence shall have been committed.

The State of Delaware has the following add] 1 
provision: Exhibition of unlawful pictures rid>c j p 
religion o r the exhibit of any minister of the
a. ridiculous person is punishable by u fine not exeeBt 
$300.

In order to give a faint measure of protection to ,• 
believers in the Christian brand of religion, the blaSP^^'’ 
laws of North Dakota., South Dakota and Oklahoma |‘ |r 
been amended with the following provision : ‘ ‘ A sa1 
discussion of religion is not to be considered l)Inspbl,||l,| 
But the old New England states do not even 
Devil his dues.
Washington, U.S.A. H EN RY G ER B® 15’

)ir

L ucifer  wrote to th e  Alm ig h ty—
If with ambition you’re really burnt up,
You must bo small fry, yours truly, rr.rh sup. 

and S atan was cast into th e  F i b b I n
Os well B laKeW  ’

T H E  P R O G R E S S I V E  B O O K S H O P
24, North Sherwood Street, Nottingham 

breethought Literature on Sale ,i
Orders Taken for the “ Kreothiok1’1 •
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CORRESPONDENCE

b e l i e f  i n  h u m a n it y

p o l i t e r 11*- • Robertson, you surprise me! Not your 
in thi"’l i?'Use eveu Beds are entitled to tlieir own opinions 
them|S hacK"ard country—and they are not shot for airing

No. Itv,„ is your apparent inability to understand what
1 read that amazes me. When 1 said that democracy had 

, er been forced on any country surely it was obvious tliat 
w#s referring to the enforcement, of demoeraev on. thes , nng to the enforcement of democracy on tin•

givjn .It a minority, llut you clioose to dispute this by 
miftJL “'stances of the enforcement of democracy on a  
althou f̂ J,;/. ^l'e masses—which is hardly the same thing; 
thine- 1 ls a 8°°d example of muddled and incompetent 
also «e, t*le ver.Y acousation you made against me! You 
t„ di Use lne.°f incompetent writing becauso I have resorted 
lotij, * lls® °f italics in my articles. I t  sooms to me that so 

there are certain types of people who are always 
to , Misconstrue one’s meaning it is definitely necessary 
men "Phasise certain points in tliis way. You see wliat / 

j  > oon't you, Mr. Robertson  ?
he],, never had any literary pretensions but I can’t 
*'Hit.?»  *.n® that the use of such terms as “ Bosh! ” and

^ * I S  11 rv-i- 111 + Lrv V»oo4- 1 i 4/~> VO T-tT c+.xrlo

i b i in ,?*’> to return to Mr. Robertson’s frantic defence of 
'.nsin am

5*dte°-n thv

•s not in the best literary style, 
o Mr 
Roy.and Mr

1 dion H.., niasses
True enough, in the French

■•I, u --------  rose and exterminated the rich
<ltnvi eadent minority. In England too, the masses rose and 
the ."'T t.the Hyde Park railings. But both were instances of 

aKaill,st . minority rule. Surely Mr. 
the Hr,?.?11 (*oos n°t suggest that in the Seventeenth century 
JUi] ,| .ers wore not in the majority? Were not the hungry 
haiiilf1." "trodden millions sweated and exploited hy a mere 
tlii-v r[,. , despotic overlords? Of course they were, until 
JhiiH'-olted and forced tli© system of government by 
a|iilc,i lpntary majorities on those who objected to i t—the 

S(i u minority.
'ny ,.„f',li1 s°e Mr. Robertson quite unintentionally bears out 
,,1!issy>.s | "tion that democracy did not have to be forced on the 

"rhoKca,ls® the masses wanted it, demanded it, and even 
V1' tl)0 t° violence in order to get it. But Communism, 
'"4 ., ’ther hand has been forced on the masses by a. ruthless, 
> o rit J'riul, minority. And 1 do not happen to believe in 

' n|l° liecause it does not express the will of the
t .ft ivL■hiend , Unite interesting to hear all about Mr. Robertson's 

nL ,,8 Czech ])rofessor, but unfortunately we are not 
¡’"ic|n yt|ting about his polities —so the story is hardly con- 
Nij, |' Obviously, if he is a Communist he would be very 
^olf jj'bPmr under Soviet domination than under the late

xHnt "UW a Ŝf> interesting to know what Messrs.
, sda 1,11 Dn<I Boy think about the Soviet’s refusal to allow 

"’,v®s to join their British husbands in this ]>oor 
j'kii j V'tened country. Forcibly keeping husbands and wives 
'? di'i N Sl> v,‘r.v> very human, isn’t  it? And, of course, each 
.mitik- ?? Kentlemen believes in hum anity ! Somehow, I don’tllijj. . It 1« *1. , ,■ 1 _sx_ iC-i ___  1,-ii__

v " ‘""Potent thinker.
fl°in Hdo.'1,,t> too "f i,„tl.mir ow

tli f ls ^le *s<)l't ()f humanity that T care to believe in— 
'"coi must  be because I am, as Mr. Robertson says, such

the Czech airmen who recently escaped 
■ "Ovici.' , '" ’n country by (lying to England did so in a spirit 

U|H<‘r"i‘| t- ‘"n ! All the same I still prefer to believe their  
i .W, leRarding present conditions in Czechoslovakia to 
11 t||e ,rlriltices of Mr. Robertson’s professor that everything 

'"•‘“’den is lovely behind the Jron Curtain.
'"(Jo,. "'Rely enough T always thought flowers flourished better 

"aiss !
W . H. W ood.

the
t],̂ 1*!,_I
»il < li • V " " ,!" ttiat eventually Secularism triumphs over 

tlî  ' Bcl'kiou and worshippers of the latter are no

FUTURE OF CHURCHES AND CHAPELS

quest^  .. ... arise, what shall lie done with the
4i! "1sc M1<* Ohnpels? T am moved to raise this subjeot 

"'1(1 I, 1 ’ ' ''11 '• Acid Drop ” asserts that these buildings
■'"•'■i allowed to lapse into decay as monuments of

jl‘!1 Uiir’i. . " *‘i 1 revenge. Now ijiis is an example of very 
*1 1 a f i" ■ ""d  certainly it would be wrong to act upon 

"eh w ??"'ll notion. I have seen in many towns buildings 
de oil'"o used as chapels, and they are now used as

factories and workshops. I know of one chapel which at the 
present time is an electricity generating station. I think 
the right answer to the question is that when these buildings 
become redundant for religious worship they will be used 
for secular purposes such as those I  have mentioned. 
Many of them would make good housing sites. Cathedrals 
and churches of noble architecture would bo preserved and 
used for public purposes. St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey would make admirable schools and 
lecture halls. A Secularist philosophy includes the excellent 
maxim, “ Do good, for good is good to do.”

Alfred J). Cobkick.

BUDDHISM AND FREETHOUGHT
S i r ,—It  is a pity that Mr. Jackson should have so readily 

resorted to Christian methods of argument. It appears that 
all I  did “ for the purpose of refutation,” was to give a

hasty glance at Buddhist teaching and history,” to turn 
aside from Rhys Davids to “ take refuge ” in the “ now- 
discredited theory ” that Gotama and Jesus ax© “ merely 
Sun myths,” and in addition I am wrong when I say that 
100 b . c . is the eailiest date for Buddhist writing, and that 
when I quote a Buddhist teaching, my “ critical method here 
is an,insult to Freethouglit.”

First of all, I should like to point out that I have been 
reading about Buddha and Buddhism for ovor 40 years—it 
was impossible for anyone interested in the study of religions 
not to eoixie across Buddhism considering- its tremendous 
spread in Asia. Noxt, I liavo never said that Buddha was 
a sun myth—nor for that matter that Jesus altogether was. 
Christianity is based partly on sun worship, but many other 
things went to its making. As for my “ errors,” every 
statement I made is based on authority, and if Mr. Jackson 
challenges this again T will givo him chapter and verso. But, 
of course, I am well aware that if I  quote Prof. Bumptious, 
it is possible to quoto against him Dr. Knoxshious, and the 
great Hindu authority, Alaraudrakahasti, against them both.
I prefer such “authorities ” to fight it  out among themselves. 
My “ insult to Freetliought ” is, however, the quotation I 
gave from Buddha’s teaching. “ A wise man should avoid 
nxarried life 'as if it were a burning pit of live coals,” which 
Mr. Jackson says is something quite different. The reader 
will not be surprised, l am sure, when I say that I quoted 
Rhys Davids’ “ Buddhism,” pago 138. As Mr. Jackson says 
that ho is “ the distinguished Indologist,” surely it is Rhys 
Davids who is the veritable insult. There seems nothing else 
in his article to which a reply is needed.

H. Cutnhr.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON— Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stono Pond, Hamp­
stead).—Sunday, 12 noon; Highbury Corner, 7 p.m.: 
Mr. L. E bu ry .

West London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch, Hydo Park).—Sun­
day, 4 p .m . : Messrs. E. 0 .  Sachin, J ames I I airt, G. W ood. 
E . P age.

LONDON—I ndoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C. 1.).—Sunday, 11 a.m, : “ The United Nations, Power 
Politics and Peace,” Mr. L e s l ie  R. Aldous (U.N.A.)-

CO UNTRY—Outdoor

Bradfoi-d Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway).—Sunday. 
7 p.m. : Mr. H. Day.

Glasgow (Brunswick Street),—Sunday, 3 p.m .: Messrs. S. 
B ryden , E. L awasi and J .  H u m ph r e y .

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Sti'eot).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. : 
Mr. J .  B arker .

Mersoysido Branch N.S.S. (on Blitzed Site, Rnnelagh Street, 
Liverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m.: Messrs. G. T hompson, VV. 
P a r r y , W. C. P a rr y .

Nottingham (Old Market Square).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : Mr. T. M. 
M o sley .

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers’ Pool)— Sunday, 7-30 p.m. : 
Messrs. A. S am m s, O. L. Grea v es .
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F O R  Y OUR B O O K S H E L F
AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine. With 40 page 

introduction by Chapman Cohen. Price, cloth 3s.; paper 
2s.; postage 3d.

AN ATHEIST’S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY. A
Survey of Positions. By Chapman Cohen. Price Is. 3d.; 
postage Hd.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. 
Price 3s.; postage 2-)d. Ninth edition.

THE BIBLE: WHAT IS IT WORTH? By Colonel R. G. 
Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL. By Chapman Cohen. 
An Appreciation of two great Reformers. Price 3s.; 
postage 3|d.

THE CHALLENGE OF HUMANISM. Report of the 
Public Conference in London on the World Union of 
Freethinkers. 64 pages. Price 2s. 6d.; postage l td.

CHALLENGE TO RELIGION (a re-issue of four lectures 
delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester). By Chapman 
Cohen. Price Is. 3d.; postage lid.

CHRISTIANITY—WHAT IS IT? By Chapman Cohen. A 
criticism of Christianity from a not common point of 
view. Price 2s.; postage lid.

THE CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS.
By W. A. Campbell. With a Preface by the Rt. Hon. 
J. M. Robertson. Price 2s.; postage 2d.

DETERMINISM OR FREEWILL? By Chapman Cohen. 
Price cloth 2s. 6d., paper cover 2s.; postage 2d.

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. By Chapman Cohen. First, 
second, third and fourth series. Price 2s. 6d. each; 
postage 2 fd.

THE FAULTS AND FINDINGS OF JESUS CHRIST.
By C. G. L. Du Cann. (Second Edition.) Price 4d.; 
postage Id.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST. By J. M. Wheeler. Essays on 
Human Evolution. Price 5s.; postage 4d.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. By Chapman 
Cohen. New Edition. Price 6d.; postage Id.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR FREETHINKERS. Price 
2d.; postage Id.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. By Chapman Cohen. Price 6d.; 
postage Id.

GOD AND ME (revised edition of “Letters to the Lord”). 
By Chapman Cohen Price, cloth 2s. 6d., postage 2d.; 
paper Is. 3d.; postage Id.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. By Chapman Cohen. A 
Criticism of Professors Huxley, Eddington, Jeans and 
Einstein. Price, cloth 3s. 6d., postage 2d.; paper 2s., 
postage 2d.
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