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VIEWS AND OPINIONS 
| ,he( Myth of the Jew

V̂ew °f Hw resurgence of anti-Semitism at the present 
1 think the following article written by 

in 1919 will be appropriate. Anti-Semitism
- ■ice is one of the vilest things that ever crawled‘ne earth, ”

ardei
Writ i!Ufferings °f the Jew at the hands of Christians isTHE ,

rnyself

tlie earth. You cannot humanise it, it is the dregs of 
a discarded hurim unity.]

For these sufferingsthe Jê Xe *.u European history.
%  h,ls revenge in anticipation. He foisted on
the j ' riS*'ian his own God. On that score, therefore, 
Jevpigjj pQlay he said to have lield his own. But the 
resell -d Was n° t the only myth that the Jew suc- 
M;(s j.|  ̂ foisted on the Christian world—or, rather, it 
With *1S I;areilt of a number of other myths. Along 

th*6 t  °d went the early history—largely imaginary 
distilt(.:e ”ewish people. They proclaimed themselves a 
''.•cent > i ^  anthropologically, and the Christian 
I'uce, jj. the classification. They said they were a “ pure” 
îilerg • It \er marrying nor giving in marriage with out- 
tallSg] all<f that also was accepted. They announcedtli,

tti(, Q,olTes. as a great people—in Biblical times; and 
.lectiolnstian wol'ld accepted that. And now, in con- 
li.injj 1 'V1th the conquest of Palestine and the proposed 
tew J8 over of it to the Jews, there is much talk— 
0i]e 3 )er hulk—of the Jews as a nation,, without any- 
"■heu;  ;in8 if the Jews really are a distinct nation— 

a Jewish State is possible; or, if possible, is it

tlleY ffare found a11 over the world, and everywhere 
1’hej. • nu approximation to the native population. 
Huo ',a<i negroid Jews in Africa, and there are Mon-

sfisl e'VS 111 Ehina, just as there are American, French, 
take , or Dutch Jews. Everywhere inter-marriages

Uni
piacie,. and nowhere is there found a. genuine

'the,, log ica l type marking them off as distinct from 
Shi ^H rjlhe. Generation after generation these native- 
in,tit;ite.w» are reared under all sorts of widely differing 
diff..,.; I0hs, and experiencing the'influence of wide! v 

n8 cultures “
■ti life of the country, and show the same interest
h'tiVle co'intry’s welfare. During the 1914 18 War,

1 tnree-quarters of a million and a million Jews c > nslu;.. • ...........-

Tliey share, when permitted, in the

fiqlijj Shting jn the different
hiisui.!? ?s Jews, but as Britons, Frenchmen,

They were not

Poles, Germans, Austrians, Americans. They 
hi!n.].( mtb t,lie War, not a common aspiration that 
t!latV .them °ff from the other soldiers, hut aspirations 
h> ^¡«ered from eacli other as did those of the countries 
K ,Tê  ffiey belonged, They were not in the armies 
% T 7 :  ■«* more than Catholics or Protestants were 
''rre i!s representing their respective creeds. They 
r,''s 'ere as English, French, German, or Russian 

<>f °fders were there ns English, French. German.
SS|an Christians.

It is, then, the height of absurdity to talk of this 
heterogeneous agglomeration of people, differing in their 
physical type, in their language, their ideas, their aspira­
tions, and in their general outlook on life,, as being a 
nation. They are no more a nation than are Free­
masons or Roman Catholics. There is not a single 
quality or characteristic which can be called national 
that Jews have in common. The one thing they have 
in common is religion, and even that presents all sorts 
of variations, from a vague Theism on the one side to 
a gross mediaeval superstition on the other. And how 
is it possible to make religion a basis of nationality ? 
The one thing demonstrated beyond the possibility of 
question by the whole history of the world is that a 
religious State lacks everj' element of stability. It 
stereotypes evils and fails to confer benefits of any lasting 
value. Byzantium, Geneva, New England, are cases 
m point. Bring together into one State the Polish, 
Russian, American,, English, and Dutch Jews (force 
would certainly have to be used to secure some of them), 
what would they have in common on which to build 
the ordinary fabric of a State? England has survived 
as a State precisely because, iii spite of the varying and 
differing religious views of the people, there has per­
sisted an attachment to certain secular institutions, to a 
certain area of country, and to certain national tradi­
tions. But what of this wquld there exist in a State 
built up ot Jews recruited from all parts of the earth? 
Their tastes, habits, ¡dens, and ideals would he in hope­
less and irreconcilable antagonism.

So far as the Jews have been held together, it lias 
been by a religion; so far as they have anything In 
common it is religion. And for this they have to thank 
Christians. Christian bigotry and persecution lias done 
what the religion of the Jew could never have done of 
itself. Persecute savagely, persistently, and you accom­
plish one of two things. Either you obliterate what is 
persecuted or you preserve it. The persecution of the 
Jews drew them together; they became attached to that 
for which they suffered, as a mother loves the more the 
child she has borne in agony. Where persecution is 
relaxed, where the Jew is allowed to mingle without 
hindrance in the life of the nation to which he belongs, 
the tendency is for him to disappear altogether. H is  
religion loses its hold on him,, and he becomes merged 
in the people around him. The Jew has fought for his 
religion, and Christians have helped, unconsciously, to 
keep it alive. His aspirations for Jerusalem were not a 
national longing, but a religious symbol. He wished 
for Jerusalem as the Christian longs for heaven—without 
any desire to change his locality. The Jewish religion 
can survive persecution—so could any other religion; 
but what no l-eligion can survive is freedom. For 
freedom, real freedom, means enlightenment, and no 
religion that the"world has ever seen can survive that.

That brings me to the only possible justification for 
the fo u n d in g  of ,a Jewish State. And the reasons here
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are political and, humanitarian:, not religious, li the per­
secution of Jews by Christians is to continue, if they are 
to be outraged and murdered in Poland as they have for 
so long been outraged in Christian Russia, if Christian 
Roumama is to continue treating them as outlaws, and 
other Christian States to indulge in their measure of 
persecution, then it will be advisable to remove some 
millions to a part where more desirable conditions may­
be obtained. But the reason here is political or humani­
tarian, and does not at all rest on the question of 
nationality. The desirability of this plan turns upon 
the unlikelihood of Christians becoming civilised. 
Assuming that Christians were to become sufficiently 
civilised to cease persecuting Jews, does anyone claim 
that the Jew in Poland, or Russia, or Roumania, spring­
ing us he does from ancestors who have been settled i" 
these countries for many centuries,, will anyone claim 
that the Jen' will prefer exile to a peaceful life in his 
native country? Of course, to escape persecution, he 
may be glad to go; but is the civilising and humanising 
of Christians quite a hopeless task? One would really 
like to get the opinion on this point of those Christians 
who talk so much about the return of the Jew to Pales­
tine. It would be interesting to discuss what really does 
lie at the back of their minds.

Does the world really desire to see another religious 
'S tate  set up? Is it a desirable thing? And what does 

it mean? Does it mean a State in which a Jewish 
Church shall rule—a theocracy with the possibility of 
developing all the intolerance of which a theocracy is 
capable? Or will equal rights, absolutely equal rights, 
be guaranteed to people of all religions, and of no re­
ligion? In that case it is a, misnomer to call it a Jewish 
State, it would be a State completely secularised, no 
matter who were the people composing it. It is really 
a strange thing that just as* other States are moving in 
the direction of secularisation we should set up a new 
State that is at least nominally religious. And how long 
would such a State last ?. Already the missionary 
societies in this country are appealing for funds in order 
to convert the proposed new State to Christianity, How 
would tl>e present population welcome these missionaries? 
And hi a communication ’from the Christians and 
Mohammedans of the Holy Land comes the following: —

“ We Moslem and Christian inhabitants of Pales­
tine do not accept Jewish immigration into Palestine, 
nor Palestine becoming a National Home for the 
Jews, because Palestine is a Moslem and Christian 
country, and' its language has been Arabic for the 
last twelve centuries. . . We expect only justice 
from the powers, and our request to them to keep our 
country for us. We are the horn sons of the Holy 
Land, who have been accepted by both the Chris­
tian and Moslem worlds as the initiates, of this 
blessed home, and all the holy places in Palestine 
are Moslem and Christian.’’

The only rational justification for transporting the Jews 
to Pal stin., and setting up a Jewish State is that it 
would remove them from the brutality of Christians. It 
is their conduct that makes such a scheme commendable. 
But there is always the alternative possibility of the 
Christian learning to behave better, although one 
suspects that improvement will only come by way of a 
weakening of Christian belief. And as Christianity 
weakens so will Judaism disappear. It has been kept 
alive by Christianity,, and the world will be the better 
for the disappearance of both,

CHAPMAN COHEN.

PHILOSOPHY AND THE BIBLE

An Atheist’s reply to Mr. Boffey
TO-DAY, more than ever before, thousands °f P,, 

question the authority of the Scriptures . • • • ‘ ', 1])y ] 
The above is a quotation from an article “ I *11 A j, ” '! 

and the Bible,” by the Rev. G. H. Boffey in ‘ 44,1 '
(“ The Bible Speaks to Britain ”.)

Well, Mr. Boffey, don't you think it is aimin'izing tin'4
a«

in spite of the millions expended every year on Cj|i^rCli 
tpachinc? mill nn the imlippn t V i A  Ohristian ,i„the

■ou
teaching and on the upkeep of the Christian 
more than ever before, thousands of people quest1"' 
authority of the Scriptures? And don't you 4 41111 ̂  
would have been even nearer the mark if you 11 
hundreds of thousands? jjjgii

The explanation is, of course, that to-day, nl,ou,iltioi)i 
ever before, people are receiving a better edu 
enabling them to develop tlieir minds, to 4'1 , eVit)(5 
lectually and to reason for themselves instead of be BJi 
without question just what the priests choose to tell 

Mr. Boffey goes on to say that in spite-of a nia"  ̂ ¡lfl 
intellectual and an honourable member of society ^  j,e 
does not believe in the immortality of the soul 41 ^
has no moral influence to im part; but on the other lives 
the man who believes in the immortality of the sol )j()j 
his life on a higher level than the man who dot' 
believe l qoDS,

i challenge Air. Boffey's right to make such alleg11 0[ 
and to prove their veracity. They are fine exam]1 
the dogmatism and bigotry for which Christian tea1 ^  
have become notorious. Such statements ;1I1d
unthinking Christians, for whom they are intends' i ,,
who accept anything that issues from the mouth ^  
parson us God-inspired truth, but they do not fo° 
other thinking person. ]1);1n

I defy Mr. Boffey to produce any proof that the ^  ,i 
who doubts the existence of an immortal soul 4" L|)0t 
lower and more sinful life than the man who d°®s 
so doubt. As for the increase in divorce, which - ^ 
Boffey gives as supporting evidence, J would ask 
explain how he is aware that the 50,000 divorce |
mentions were due to a non-belief in immortality- o 
would be willing to wager that 90 per cent, of the P0.̂ ., 
who apply for a divorce are Christians and not 
His argument, then, is both valueless and mislcf)c. ,,j 
May J also ask Mr. Boffey why Evolution and 44iy  ',) 
are taught in the school’s if the Darwinian theory
debasing?

To anyone but a blind
evidence of scientific research must he of more ■ ^  
than the fanciful and superstitious imaginings ° 4

the
md bigoted Christli11

uninformed writers of Genesis.
Mr. Boffey quite rightly states that the immortal' J 

the soul can only lie ascertained by establishing the4 ^  
exists. But that is just wlvat no one has yet bee" |y 
to establish! Divine revelation (so-called) is abso'1 ,|V 
no proof at all. Lots of highly emotional and me" 
unbalanced people have claimed Divine revelation, (|)t, 
it proves no more than that the pink elephants 01 ,,( 
dipsomaniac actually exist. Neither do the facD y,, 
Creation prove the existence of a personal Creator, j  
First Cause has yet been established and our gr(l 
thinkers and philosophers are still groping in the dark"1̂,!. 
Probably such proof never will be forthcoming, bid (() 
is no reason why teachers of Christianity should jo"^,!'
the conclusion that creation was the work of God.
pagan gods have also been credited with that achieve" ^ 1 J

,t

No, Mr. Boffey. Such statements are wild my 
extravagant, apd you can no more prove the ¡minor4'1

n"“
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■t Wliv not be"1 'lie soul than 1 call disprove ' . , ijjs 0\vn opiniontolerant and- let each roan be enti e(

'lie subject? ii-r.it in your openingIf disbelief is spreading, as you acini fnbt that
statement, then surely it is e' u t,u  , influenced by 
intelligent people to-day reluse °  using their
biblical myth and fable. 1 hey the result of
. "bis and their reasoning P°'vers education, which 
"'tellectual enlightenment and nw»ei ■ w oppress 
ls precisely what you Christians l iU j ,
;lt any cost—-even at the cost <>t 111 ^  jj WOOD.

1 n<TY M.P.s—AND ONE GREAT THINKER

iiiveutjj'*  ̂ World Commonwealth is not my own
hold tli'd  ̂ am one °f many throughout the world who 
goods f a " orId organised on the basis of production of 
1'ioiiyv 01, Us? only and free distribution, and in which 
barte,. ’ iUyin.g and selling, wages, trade, exchange, 
lleees.s'i u . ’tising, and armed forces will no longer be 
sj'stg'' y , ls the only alternative to the present social 
In „t)1’ 1 * the present social evils are to be abolished. 

1(1 words, and, I hope, unmistakably and clearly:
, <n) The new social system must be world-wide. It 
li"Ust he a World Commonwealth. The world must 
, regarded as one country and hmnanitv as one People.
,. fh) All the peojile will co-operate to produce and 
strihute nil the goods and services which are 

l':: e<l by mankind, each person willingly and 
*e if > taking part in the way he feels he can do best.

( dll goods and services will be produced for use 
t y< apd having been produced, will be distributed 

Cl ’ directly to the people so that each person's 
eo<Js are fully satisfied.
j (I) The land, factories, machines, mines, roads, 
''ays, sliijjs, and all those things which mankind 

w*d8 to carry on producing the means of life, will 
t|,j 1 f>,18 to the whole of the people, 

ami l\',S<>?*aI evils rooted in the present system could not 
"ealti <Hrr ,10*i oecur hi a Moneyless World Common­
'll j,t 1 ° bring it about it is necessary that the majority 

e throughout the world know of its possibilities,
.....

This we believe will not 
■'iva. , — u..,vc mnuy are becoming aware of the ilis-

| m'h'ea of the present- one.
point out, too, that tile idea of a Moneyless 

f<il tj • rpaunonwealth is not bused upon fantasy or wisli- 
liv0. 'Utg, but upon a study of the world in which we 
siic î f 1 *he present “ Money System ” goods are pro- 
,Jf \Vi) °1’ sale or exchange. Tliis is the primary cause 
Pcitei.,.’ unemployment, and poverty in the midst of
■ 1 \vi|] Ple>%. '
bi •< n°w deal with some of Mr. Wood's statements 

(p| ..u‘ Freethinker,” Afay lfi.
' \Cii . . 11 savage communities money is quite unknown 

Mi- , cannibalism is not.”
'a tj)y ' 00,1 S]KM,|(| i<mjw that cannibalism had its source' 
'['at, t| '''ai'oity of the means of life under savagery, and 
''in. ',1? "’as due to the undeveloped means of produc­
'd |]1( 10 problem to-day is to ensure tile distribution
il’N l„..Mlf*e,'"hund nnco made possible bv modern social

tfciidy1'1,ute fhe advantages that it will bring, and are 
'"-'hie ° f'd'C a conscious and responsible part in its

peti,111 so that the needs of all members of soeietxre f, I, so 
-art) y satisfied. Properly used, tile arable land of this
('rnt.s '/! sufficient to support a population at least three 

lf‘ Present world population (Food Supply of the

Woild: Encyclopedia Britiumicu, J4tU edition, Vol. '.), 
page 402). 1 therefore see no reason why we should eat
one another

(2) “ But who is t<> decide each man's need?”
Each man andyvpnian. Who better? Does Air. Wood

need an authority to help him decide the extent of his 
own appetite ?

(3) ” And would manual ability take precedence over 
mental ability?”

They are both abilities and of equal social importance. 
If all can have all that they want, who would want more? 
The question of precedence could not arise in a Money­
less World Commonwealth. There would he plenty for 
everyone. A question like thiscould only occur to Air. 
Wood through his knowing the present system only. In 
this, those who have most money to spend get precedence 
over the less fortunate, and this irrespective of ability.

(4) ~‘‘ According to him we could do without our 
Einsteins and Churchills,' hut not without our drain 
diggers.”

Drain diggers were not mentioned, but agricultural 
labourers, sewage cleaners, and coal miners were, [t is 
a fact that these categories of worker are indispensable. 
We do manage quite well without the two worthies men­
tioned, who are fed, provided with sanitation and warmed 
(all very important) by workers.

(5) ■*' Had we to rely on a road mender to lead us to 
victory in the last war, I am afraid AIT. Phillips would 
now be enjoying life under Hitler."

If a house painter was capable of “ leading ” the 
Germans, 1 see no reason why (at some future date per­
haps) a road mender should uot be capable of ” leading ” 
the British. In any case, Air. Churchill would he the 
first to admit that without the efforts of workers.on field 
and in factory tile war could not have been won.

(fi) ” There is already in existence a very live organisa­
tion known as ‘ The CruSade for World Government 
under tile able leadership of Henry Osborne, ALP., and 
supported by some fifty Afembers of Parliament.’’

Mr. Wood claims to be ‘‘six foot two ; chest forty-four.” 
But 1 am more interested in the weight of bis arguments 
than the state of his figure. Likewise I am unimpressed 
by the fit) AI.l’.s and AH. Henry Osborne (with Dr. Kurt 
Lachmnnn thrown in for good measure). I am just as 
little impressed by the 500 or more M.P.s who apparently 
do not agree with Air. Henry Osborne. What would 
impress me would be evidence that a Universal World 
Government would be more effective in preventing wars 
than a League of Nations or UNO. The root cause of 
liiodeni wars is economic conflict; that is. competition 
for world markets, access to raw materials, and the safe­
guarding of trade routes. Thus, General Wedemoyer, 
speaking before U.N. House Foreign Affairs Committee 
(“ New York Times,” .March, fi, 1948), is reported to 
have stated that “ We must have military support and 
protection for our economic investments wherever forces 
threaten everything that we hold dear.” In these 
circumstances World Government becomes .World 
nonsense.

(7) “ Finally, we have the greatest thinker of the day, 
Bertrand Bussell, famous philosopher and mathe­
matician, pronouncing, ‘ World Government is certain 
to come—hut probnhh/ not hi lime.' "

Mr. Bussell’s certainty is merely the expression of an 
opinion. Mr, Wood may be mure impressed by one 
opinion rather than another. I can do nothing about that. 
But in matters of opinion the greatest thinkers have been 
wrong as often as they have been right. Mr. Wood 
should know that and should think for himself.

(8 ) “ I have no doubt that others, less sordid minded 
than myself, would readily welcome a world in which
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goods will be produced just for the fun of the tiling and 
distributed free to all comers.”

And so, at last, Mr. Wood concedes a useful point and 
gives me some encouragement to persevere in my en­
deavours. He agrees that, others would welcome a Money­
less World Commonwealth. But wily not you, Mr. 
Wood? Why include you “ out ” ? Because you are 
sordid minded? (Avaricious?) But you would not have 
cause to be in a. Moneyless World Commonwealth. Nor 
would you need those hundred pound notes which you say 
you are “ itching ” to play with. Why play with them; 
they could be used to better purpose. You may be 
avaricious, Mr. Wood, but 1 am certain you would not 
want money in a Moneyless World Commonwealth ; you 
see, you would not be able to spend it. Like everyone 
else, you would have the right to go into any store and 
take free all that you want whenever you want it. Being 
avaricious (by confession), you would at first feel in­
clined to take 30 or 40 coats, SO or 60 pairs of shoes, and, 
because of your “ six foot two; chest forty-four,” at 
least 25 square meals a day. But that feeling would 
soon pass. For you would see around you “ others, less 
sordid minded ” behaving like sensible people. 1 have 
little doubt that, in the company of such sane and truly 
civilised human beings you would soon become a 
changed man indeed.

J. PHILLIES.

MARLOWE’S CRIME

MAY 30, 1593. Christopher Marlowe lay dead in the 
Bull’s Tavern, at Deptford, with a dagger through his 
head. A matter of weeks afterwards the Queen was to 
grant a free pardon to his murderer. The whole affair 
is shrouded in mystery, and it is unlikely that after 
more than three and a-half centuries any fresh and vital 
evidence will come to light. There is little enough to 
g< on, arid the speed with which Ingram Frizer, his 
murderer was granted a pardon suggests that his death 
was, to say the least, not unwelcome to certain 
authorities. It was riot the first time that the convenient 
removal of one who was something of a nuisance had 
been similarly winked at, and with Marlowe, no great 
sublety was needed since lie was known as an inn- 
haunter, and was in any case hound to stay in London 
while the Privy Council investigated certain allegations 
of atheism that had keen brought against him.

In an age of orthodoxy, atheism was a crime punish­
able by imprisonment or more often the stake, and the 
critical mind that dared to question the prevailing 
religious dogma was persecuted with savagery; more­
over loyalty to God was inextricably bound up with 
loyalty to the. State, and the authorities, temporal and 
spiritual, were both on the watch for lapses, from grace. 
'The clergy and their lordships of the Privy Council 
were ever ready to investigate charges of heresy or 
atheism.

Two years before his death, Marlowe had lodged with 
a fellow playwright, Thomas Kyd, author of “ The 
Spanish Tragedie,”  and other pieces. Nothing is known 
of their relationship save that when an informer was 
Hie cause of Kyd’s arrest in 1593, he alleged under 
torture that the papers containing blasphemous state­
ments that had been found in his dwelling place 
belonged to Christopher Marlowe. The latter, 
summoned to appear before the Privy Council, was able 
to convince them that the passages were merely a

37,

•ill", iU|1'transcription from a book that lie had been ,,h to 
lie was set at liberty on condition that he teh  ̂
the Council daily until given orders to the eon '

So the matter might have rested, save for one p|:,

••nfort»er’ 
hill)an

tnntalisingly shadowy figures who so 
Elizabethan scene, and about whom nor 
stive their names. One, Iiichard Baines, 
made his way to Westminster bringing w it1 , t0
collection of anti-religious statements nttD 1 0f 
Marlowe, “ concerning his damnable Jpdgnu- ^  
Religion, and scorn of God’s word.” This was, 
an imposing document, and contained what 
deposed was a record of Marlowe’s utterances 
religion over the space of six years. Obvious!', p,,.
had known the poet sufficiently well to be awan

eithel'i 5  be*?member of the group of Marlowe’s friends,- ° r̂ . ' 11)(>tiv‘'
tlie

,wni»st 
Bai'f
of

which lie moved, and li 
tile group of Marlowe’s fr ie n d s ,- 

an assiduous eavesdropper for th is  period, 
in collectin';' this harvest is unknown.

H is n>' 
Was if

thought of material reward or had he at sou'c ^
tin'1

sub 
1 un'5 
on 1|!"

delivery of the statement and the poet’s murcU'i' 
there any connection between the two events- 
just possible that the powers at Westminster IjU 
whole matter might he so much more easily settle

W115 
U 18
. tP 
' on'

T H E IM PO STU RE
Even the

right reasons, 
ones.—Renani.

is necessary, then, to give it " 1

quarrelled with tile poet, and regarded this as a 
means of revenge? We shall never know, ai 
remain content with the fact that such a colled 
been compiled. filing

Thomas Kyd, still languishing .in prison, c1111 1 |.
these statements, as did Richard Gholme!' 1111 ,̂.¿1 
while Government spy. The Privy Council P0" 1 
this statement, procrastinated, until on ^
Marlowe met his death at Deptford, and the  ̂ ^|(| 
dossier was laid aside for the last time. Mario" 1 
come to “ a sodeii and fearful 1 end to his life. p,]- 

According to a note that a clerk appended t° p1( 
long document, three days only had passed bet"'l’L,|\

s it is believed 111 ̂ , (| 
may have ^

of court. In his University day 
acted as a .Government agent and this 
some bearing upon the decision (if indeed there we* 
to despatch Marlowe in so summary a fashion, ()[ 
other hand, poets had long sought the coinpe11̂  p, 
rogues and been involved in scuffles ending in the 1 
of one or more concerned. There the matter must 
for no useful purpose can he served by wild sui'1 
for which there is not one scrap of evidence.

To-day, we may remember Christopher Marl°>'' p 
a poet of the highest order, whose misfortune it .(1, 
lie so overshadowed by the young man from Strju ^ 
that often Ids poetic, worth is undervalued. Despih' j|(, 
efforts of Puritan critics to defame and vilify l',111(lllil 
emerges equally clearly to-day as a man of fresL ) |, 
outspoken views, who in an age of unimpeaD’ 1 
orthodoxy could write r—

f

” . . .  I count, Religion hut a childish Toy.
And hold there is no sin hut Ignorance.

VICTOR E. NEC

Religion is a necessary imposture. even «••v 1̂
obvious ways of throwing dust in people’s eyes V'1 -J 
be neglected when you are dealing with a race as * L, 
as the human species, ;i race created for error " ' tp 
when it does admit the truth, never does so f°r ,.u!
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NOBBLING

1N(,
L

ls 'au amusing 
“V adults

aiiie played by children, 
organisations than indivi-

N0 1iP>|
| 1 aetise« Uy adults oftentr „ . 0...................
,Uals’ ‘*l>er«ting on a larger scale it is frequently seuous 

,wnu«ng then funny on a different plane ot huniovu 
'U,!!! wllat entertains youngsters. . , „ liH,

p) 1 !0 S!'y»'g attributed to Jesus Christ Suitci 
U llriJ'> to come unto me ’’ has been widely acted upon 

'"'I "tiH more widely interpreted. The operative "ord 
criginally meaning allow, permit, tolerate enduu 

meoines enlarged to justify entice, bribe, persuade, con 
compel, force, propagandise; any method winch 

°'|1'1 make children tools or 
^"session of them. victims of those seeking 

Because to get hold of younger 
'■s the policy of authoritarians, reformers, 

Le ■ SI>0 ers and all who want things their own way. 
¡'‘'Port-1,*' "obbli”g* are many. Political parties deemed it

C atio n sOt-Wfitn.,,,

Ollllo so established Junior lpiperialists, League of 
i|ml,js j|berals, and Socialist Sunday Schools. Com- 

S tavu I'evealed no specific titie for their enlist- 
i*(n,„i, ■ adolescent Communists,, hut no doubt are

W lie
‘">1 i

•V eager to get the: 
le» theie'Co-operative movement felt itself influen- 

<ll‘tuilii ,r ®h If got a chapter into school history books 
Co., "g .’■I'e origin and progress of Co-operation. The 
mul et'ltl.Ve Union runs evening classes for children 

Yei„.Vlnety Youth Circles.
'less t'S Û ? animal lovers issued a book extolling kind- 
tigg. if0 jjmmals,, persuading many school authorities to 
iiisist ^ UI11erous very sentimental people remember its 
'd nil' 'u’e 011 the intelligence and loveableness of rats,

i (b. features.
l|H.il„",1tU‘1.<!ut« .̂v aung and story and lecture the same 
liana m'mn principles children were enrolled into 

K0a , ^fercy.
Sitv0 " be outdone Teetotallers issued a textbook 

!‘Uilsons Against Strong Drink.’’ It was heavy 
Pub); (lull to the degree of sending growing youth to
•xtr:.,. ,0U«* as reaction or to test the truth of its

I,; statements.
'■Iii|,|, '"therance of the same cause Bands of Hope enrol

Sii'v S ; L totlv
get pledges of lifelong abstinence. 

.,,T run juvenile sections to encourage
"hip l(* Provision for flu* future by continuing member-

l‘V(*] ° adu,t life.
,f) n. 11 ‘he conservative farm ins; industry is awakening 
"f ; 10 poRBibiiiti

J| in, ' T "* ma torn) of voung farmers nubs open 
M(,S( b' country dwellers.

>p(11.,,!ecm.t is the formation of Cinema Clubs by film 
">8 j|. ’! K’ns- Most barefuced too, the magnates claim- 
‘Dii, 1 . ,Jr tlie good of the children and to keep them
¡ S a ’

es of nobbling youth. One of its means 
,, labour and arresting the drift from land to 

lakes the form of Young Farmers Clubs to

or the good of the children
leness, relieving the pressure of 

usy mothers. Some ndver- 
cliild psychology in drawing up pro

*tuJ.u,scl»ef and
‘*J 'uornings on their

Study . . . .. „ . .
I r')]i,,i"• One might not so much object if picture house 
"'hi,, /""honestly said they were out to create the film. 

!~'1 ‘‘at ' , ‘ hi the young so it. would continue—to their 
'’Out—during their patrons,’ lives.

t
‘lie
'•iv,

> U * t ̂̂ I ¡
Wl,",Powers

uobblers of children are governments. In 
of education governments have by their coer- 

heen able to control the younger populace 
take away their personal freedom,, detach■ i iJJv*ule

''a. t̂ horn family influences ami make them mass imple- 
s °l national policy.

Anyone so simple as to think education is promoted 
for the children’s benefit should think again. Such be­
lief in the honesty of politicians betokens a state of mind 
which invites the operations of dictators and similar v 
batteners on the credulity of mankind.

When Frederick the Second’s Prussian drill sergeants 
reported the newlv conscripted recruits not docile enough 
the royal autocrat’s cunning saw in compulsory educa­
tion solution of the difficulty. During two centuries 
since Germany has set the pace in education and war. 
Repercussions on the rest of Europe have not been such 
as to make us accept the system without wide revision.

In'Britain beginnings of compulsory school attendance 
about 1870 followed extensions of the franchise. Govern­
ing classes were afraid of the new power bestowed upon 
electors, so devised a scheme to render such innocuous, or 
at least less disturbing.

Propaganda in schools and elsewhere has eliminated (J 
the republican movement so strong in Britain at the 
end of the nineteenth century. In its place is sentimen­
t al i ty  toward royalty which tends to become grovelling 
if not slobbery.

If anybody is satisfied that immuring crowds of chil­
dren inside buildings with a few adults is education we 
should ask whether or not such mass segregation is the 
best we can do to prepare children for their futule 
careers and living.

Revolutionaries seizing governmental power create a 
system of compulsory education: to foster in the* young 
the idea that tile revolution was not only successful 
at its moment of striking but is contihuingly so- the only 
possible society which can exist permanently.

H I
Admitted politicians were not the first to nobble chil­

dren in the name of education. Centuries earlier 
churches realised the importance of catching them young.
So infant baptism was followed by attendance at church, 
schools, colleges and universities under clerical control, 
with confirmation in their teens. Nor have modern 
chances of nobbling been neglected by churches.

Before British governments seized opportunities of 
conscription ere youth luid grown up General Baden 
Powell anticipated it by his Scout movement. Now 
troops of cubs and scouts, brownies valid guides are 
appanages of local churches,, the original open-air pseudo- 
adventurousness fading till those young people are merely 
attachments to Sunday Schools. Also the churches can 
claim to have preceded Baden Powell in their formation 
of Boys’ and Church Lads’ Brigades.

Youth Movements and Clubs seem going the same 
way, so eagerly and skilfully are churches and their 
ministers getting control of them.

IV
One great hope remains to offset all these varieties of 

nobbling. That is the' nature of the child, his capacity 
to amuse himself when alone and formulate his own 
entertainment in company with his fellows; to find 
hobbies and play games without interference, unadvised 
and unregulated by organisingly anxious grown-up 
people; in short his inmate independence, inventiveness, 
often rebelliousness; his desire to go his own road, his 
craving for experience and novelty.

If those are killed by official or officious or other 
nobbling of whatever motive then the future of human 
thought and action is indeed bleak.

A. R. WILLIAMS.
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ACID DROPS

Sir Stafford Cripps is a Member of Parliament. He 
is there to represent a body of people, and elected to 
his position because of his skill in secular matters. We 
are not concerned with the rightness or wrongness, the 
cleverness or the reverse, of this Member of Parliament. 
We wish to say only that, so far as the position of Sir 
Stafford is concerned, he is a secular person, and his 
sole work, as a Member of Parliament, is of a secular 
quality. Parliamentary election does not or should not 
rest upon religious opinion.

But there is another Sir Stafford. This one indulges 
in spreading the news—not in Parliament—but in this 
and that Church, in which he informs his listeners that 
no matter how great Parliament can be, how much it 
may work, it can reach nothing without religion. As a 
sample, we give this: —

“ Without the religious and moral inspiration of 
our Christian belief, our democracy must fall, 
because it would be too feeble to stand up to ruthless 
efficiency. ”

Now, we are not going to argue against this religious 
nonsense. It smells of street corner preaching, and if 
Sir Stafford really believes what he says—and brilliant 
men do have lapses—the proper place for this to be told 
is before the House of Commons. What does happen 
is that our Chancellor says one thing in church 
and another in Parliament. If ho .believes that the 
betterment of the country rests on God, then he should 
make that belief public in the House of Commons.

One' of Lord Waved's own men writes in a. Dundee 
paper against church parades and says, “ 1 can excuse 
the general, but I cannot excuse a service chaplain . . . 
throughout six years service, I hoped to find one chaplain 
who would refuse to preach to men driven by the threat 
of the guardroom. I didn’t find one. Perhaps they bad 
revised the Bible to read ‘ Compel little soldiers to come 
unto vne There is nothing soldiers hate more than 
religious compulsion.

The Record,” an old established religious paper, is 
overjoyed at the advance towards a religious revival. A 
recent Albert Hall gathering never managed to call back 
a single man or woman to the Christian creed. The 
names of well-known men and women will help to draw 
a crowd. But that is all, But when the excitement has 
lost its strength, and the repetition has got tiresome, 
there will be the same emptiness of the churches. That 
process has been gathering‘for many years, and it is not 
merely in England. Il exists wherever the Christian 
religion exists.

The question of whether the Bible should be printed in 
plain every-day language is again being discussed among 
Christian leaders, h’or our part ve should be glad to see 
it done. As things are, people are apt to read the Bible 
much as the Catholic peasant who repeats something it' 
Latin. In fact a great deal of the dislike by Christian., 
of Freetbought propaganda is due to the fact that Bible 
passages are expressed in plain contemporary language, 
and Christian leaders do not like it. Really, if “ Jack 
and the Beanstalk ” were recited in the language of a 
thousand years ago il might well he put before the people 
as a pari of the Christian religion. There is a great deal 
in the form of language.

fhilt jThe Archbishop of York warns his followers * 
must not be too hasty when dealing with Russia, 0[ j 
a quarter of the Russian population is inU( e #rlv 
Christians. Just think of it? Three-quarters o 0(|s! 
two hundred millions of people have no belief .^¡sb 
We are inclined to believe that the number of * York 
in Russia are not so numerous ¡is the Archbishop ^  „ 
says, but the fact that religion can shrivel hi s° , e Joiiv 
time may be taken as an indication of what can 
in other countries—our own included.

, llQN\'illr
It would appear that not ¡ill Catholics are s" ' 

Fatima and its miracles with the ease of 111 rSti- 
Christians, and that fervid supporter of rank sUR ¡p 
tion, the “ Universe,” is now constrained to fldvi,- p, 
readers to study the ‘‘ excellent articles ° vj|| 
Martindale ” in the “ Catholic Gazette ” where t i®J >• 
find “ an attempt to elucidate the actual happ®111 ”^  
We have not read these articles, but we can 11,1,? 
nothing more intriguing than a Jesuit “ atternp 

elucidate ” the story of some ignorant ch ^  
relating that the sun. moon and still's danced ab°l |t 
heavens at the request of the Virgin Mar) • 
credulity and superstition go further?

Yet there seems to be no limit.
.in,#In California^

• gatin'11'Catholics attended a huge service in honour of 1 ' .¡¡t 
all praying for peace, and the conversion of ffi'
in Madrid, we are assured, 500,000 gathered °«efei 
same object, while in Texas 58 Masses “ were 0_ 
simultaneously at a Fatima ceremony at dawn. 
Madrid, the Holy Ghost, in the shape of Doves. ^  
¡¡rouind the Fatima statue, over 7,000 sick on strcR  ̂ . 
were gathered, and, of course, the inevitable 01,1 j0r 
of nine people—were announced and duly vouchci j 
by 100 doctors and the 1,000 nurses in attendance. * H, 
we are often solemnly assured that the work of 
thought is no longer necessary.

t c•oi1'

IlllO'
fitf»
■t#
oW

Canada is providing one of the latest and m<)S 
vincing examples of divine wisdom and plannn'r?' 
one part of the country there is drought, forest 
and urgent prayers for rain—lots of it, whilst in 
part of the country terrific floods are sweeping 
thousands of acres of growing crops, houses arc jf 
demolished and many people are being drowned- , 
any sceptic cannot see the wisdom of God in the ” , pi 
tlon, ho should consult a clergyman—in his 01 
capacity.

In the South African election the Nationalists have

1 )id‘
tr

in

a majority of the seats. The leader of the Party 
I). F. Malan, has evidently had a good Christian 
ing. His career began as a Minister of the ,,L‘ l(l 
Reformed Church, and he graduated as a Poet01' hi. 
Theology at Utrecht. Up to the time of his election. J 
programme was one of pure Nationalism, he <>PP* 
political rights for the native population and he 1 
favour of segregating all coloured people in v* 
Christianity may profess to believe that “ We 
equal in the sight- of God,” but the actions of 
Christians seem to indicate that their beliefs are ;l 
shaky. This may he an under-statement, but 
an accurate measure of their conduct in relation t° 
much used phrase “ Christian Ethics,” We 
“ Christian Hypocrisy ” a better term.

are

tl>ii1
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rHE FREETHINKER”

l’olepho;"1‘ No-: Holborn 2601.
41, Gray.’s Inn Road,

London, W.O. 1.

V. J.
TO CORRESPONDENTS

■ "OULU, W.c. 2.—Circumstances have altered since the , 
the tost of producing the “ Freethinker ha*

■ liopê the possibility of enlarging the paper will not 
„"V®- We, too, would like to sec a 16-page as formed}.
V Wheathampstead.—We-are not surprised that 

T> not get answers from clergy. Some of the questions 
may be rather difficult.

____ ft___
° 7 / i Uteruture should he sent to the Bushier Mana<jer 1 {/ ‘e Pioneer Press 41, Gray's Inn Hoad, London, 11 .0:1, 
J Hd n<>t ^  the Editor.

services of the National Secular Society in connection 
,.R Secular Uncial Services arc required, all COJIIW««»«!- 
• '!v should be addressed to the Secretary, If. H. Bosetti, .., in9 as long notice as possible.

"o' f’W'nnxKEH will be forwarded direct from the 
";l Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad). On 

. /  ar> Ms.; half-year, 8s. ltd.; three-months, J,s. .,d.
^  to an alteration in office hours. Tenure ^ ficc j mast
,y t l T .  Inn ItooS. Tcmdon, ' Y ' fe e l's  L e  ofnr,d̂ J morning far the following Sunday weeks issue if 
1 Freethinker."

SUGAR PLUMS
I'll

'fillet i t ?  eo,lt' ere nee, of German Freethinkers since 
"•„„M '.alne to power lias been held in Hamburg. It 
,uU();^fded to rebuild the 'German Freethought organi- 
i(..s( 111 «11 zones in Germany as soon as possible, to 
iffatitG , c»’ official paper as soon as a licence was 
W(,,.p ' ;V the authorities, and a programme of future 
Cow'vhs la-id down. A message of good wishes and 
,,4-tulations from the National Secular Society was 
tit», the conference and received with hearty accluma-
destr . ere 's n. wealth of meaning behind the early 
"(>rlj 1 i 011 °f German Ereethought in Hitler’s plan for

1 domination.

T’he
tliy 'l's return to activity after his recent accident in
lu I,'1, Ull}»y friends of Mr. J. I’. Brighton will he ])leased10 hot
the ('°al mine
Jteve 1 'iestion,

f htrick Knox

On .Monday, 28th June, he will debate 
Will Christianity Save Us? " with the 

„ ■ — iviiox in the Socialist Hall, Old Arcade,
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 'Die debate will 

1’hy |j 1 “15 p.ni., with A. K. Wilson, Esq., in the chuii

4
• Patrick Knox is vicar of St. Marys, Newcastle,

assure him o 
B»t in Mr. Brighton.

f a worthy ’ and courteous

y. .i|<) 'u|)'ned Operations y Christian Commandoes 
.’’Jt to commence, and the first blast will he the 

t 1 he Film of Bolton,” whicli, il is ho'ped, will 
l ' il'e cinema-goer as much as .Marlene Dietrich 
bow '*1Ws* hectic moments. The ‘‘ Church Times 

k ever, woefully disappointed. “ The production, 
is disjointed and jerky, and as an evangelistic 

>nafc •. »s effect will almost certainly he nil.” It adds 
•heol,' <>n'.y the producers had a firm grasp on the 
bt'en T,V °'f the Incarnation, a better film could have 
'■'*1,1,1 n,ule. The idea that producers of any of our films 
rioS(. »’»dy grasp any theology whatever will strike 
''(■ ii,Tf°Pfe who know them as hopelessly funny ; and 
'bi. *J'd add that even if Bing Crosby tried to put over 
A'u,i(| »'Carnation ” in his religious films, the box office 

Soon settle his popularity.

"Hi,

1 ce

The “ Church Times ” regrets that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury should have allowed his name to be asso­
ciated with the film, and also, that ‘‘ such amateur 
efforts should advertise the Christian Faith.” The truth 
is that “ amateur efforts ” in film-making these days 
would damn one oven if God himself were to direct it. 
The standard lias to be as high as “ Going My Way,” 
with Bing Crosby , and we doubt t hat even that film 
converted anybody. When will Christian propagandists 
realise that even the cinema could never hope to prevail 
against the indifferent-ism of the average “ Protestant.” 
Christianity can only succeed with the ignorant super­
stitious Catholic peasant and Middle West Funda­
mentalist, or the naive childishness of the Salvation 
Army.

The American Journal ” Life,” famous for its photo- n 
graphs, published one showing children playing with a 
Noah’s Ark. On the table they had set out the animals 
among which were three camels.. We are not surprised 
at- the shriek of horror which welled up from every 
Fundamentalist and tile fervent believers of the other 
¡100 sects of Christian for which the L'.S.A. is famous. 
Indeed, our heartfelt sympathy goes out to those doughty 
champions of God Almighty, in llis hook he declares 
that only tiro animals went- into the Ark, and to depict 
three is the rankest blasphemy. • True, in another part 
of the Word, the number given is seven—but that is 
not three, and we are surprised that anyone could thus 
flout the Lord’s express declaration. We are pleased 
to learn that “ Life ” lias declared its deep contrition.

THE MARXIST VIEW
IN a, recent article I wrote of the relationship between 
Marxism and Christianity, taking as my text a book by 
Mr. J. AT Cameron, published by the S.C..M. Press. 
Now, us a footnote to that article, I should like to say 
a few words about Mr. Archibald Robertson’s “ Man 
His Own Master ” (Watts ; 2s. 6d.), which, is (I think 
one c_an say without unduly distorting .Mr. Robertson's 
aims) thé .Marxist analysis of the facts of human history. 
Air. Robertson’s primary idea is to disabuse the human 
mind of the idea, still sedulous}; propagated in some 
circles, that man needs God in order to give him a chance 
to face the problems ‘of the twentieth century. In his 
arguments in the contrary "direction be suggests that no 
such leaning on.supernatural ideas is in any wity needed. 
Much of his argument, it ¡s probably unnecessary to 
remind readers of this column, is both cogent and well 
reasoned; but it seems to nre that there are occasions 
when he tends to go- right outside the realm of rational 
argument-—and it is notable that these are the occasions 
when his .Marxist bias is most marked. For instance, 
lie says that the Church of England has no right to 
consider itself in any sort of genuine continuity with the 
ancient Church. This is reasonable enough ; the break ' 
have been so abrupt that any such claim appears the 
veriest nonsense. He goes on : ‘‘ A claim to continuity 
by any other'organisation whose basis had been altered, 
whose governing body had been purged, and whose 
officers had been coerced in this fashion would he 
deservedly laughed to scorn.” True; hint does not Air. 
Robertson suggest- that the present Government of the. 
Soviet Union has such a claim fi* continuity with (lie 
Government of Lenin? The parallel is so exact that il 
is almost comic to reflect upon.
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This is, however, a minor point. What is more valu­
able for discussion is MT. Robertson's treatment of the 
ideas of Freewill and Determinism. Here is the crucial 
paragraph : —

Economists recognise-determinism when they 
speak of the laws of supply and demand or the 
effects of inflation. But these laws are only 
working hypotheses. We are not entitled to con­
clude that man is a helpless puppet of circumstance 
or that his every act was predetermined from all 
time. We lire real agents; what we do makes a 
difference; and our aots are no less, but equally no 
more, subject to causation than anything else in 
heaven or earth. Such ■ freedom may not amount 
to ‘ free will ’ in the theological or metaphysical 
sense. It is doubtful, however, whether that ever 
interested anyone but a theologian or a. meta­
physician.”

That seems to me completely begging the question. H 
looks very suspiciously like trying to get the best of 
both worlds. A good case, after all, can be made out 
for the idea that all man’s actions, like “ anything else 
in heaven and earth,” is free from causal control; a 
caso can be made out for the idea that strict determinism 
rules the universe. But to try to say that man is, after 
a fashion, free, but is not quite free, seems to me to 
he indefensible, both philosophically and theologically. 
Then one reflects that this is actually an attempt to 
translate into easily-understandable terms the theories 
of Dialectical Materialism, which hold that, while the 
end of action is determined, man can either assist or 
obstruct the general trend of history by co-operating or 
opposing the fluctuating policies of Communist Parties.

1 hope that Mr. Robertson and some of his Marxist 
friends will not feel that I am being too cruel to the 
philosophy of Marx; but I do feel that there is a danger 
if we accept the reasoning of Marxists uncritically. 
•Superficially it appears to he a very useful idea to pro­
vide a way out of some of the dilemmas of twentieth- 
century thought, as in this matter of freewill and 
determinism. Actually, when analysed with care, it 
proves to he a not- particularly satisfactory compromise 
between opposing philosophical views. For that reason 
I would suggest that Freethinkers should think twice 
before they accept the ideas of the Marxists. It is 
tempting to think of the U.S.S.R. as the home of Fret- 
thought-, though the recent recrudescence of religion 
makes even that doubtful. The main thing, however, 
is that much of the Marxist philosophy is definitely 
irrational; and when irrationality rears its head, all sort's 
of difficulties may he encountered, practical and 
theoretical. ' JOHN ROWLAND.

PLOTTERS IN THE HOLY SEE
VI

INTO the election funds of the Christian Democratic 
Party and that of the neo-fascist Organisations the Vatican 
has poured over three thousand million lire ; seven new 
(iaily newspapers were founded for the election campaign. 
This being the case, it is quite evident that the only thing 
the American imperialists and their holy fellow travellers 
are afraid of is the democratic and unhampered 
expression of the will of (lie Italian people. Hence 
elections in Europe after the American pattern with 
hundreds of U.S. armoured cars and the thousands of 
machine-guns levelled at the people- the army of priests 
and monks threatening the wrath of heaven for the dis­

obedient and famine for Italy should the people h*1 
vote as Washington demands. for

not

So the events in Italy can serve as a paragon j( 
influence of money interests on 11 free eleetio • ^
was revealed in Washington that the U.S. had *l,e" ‘ f|,e 
£ 1,000,000 for “ political purposes ” in Italy. V'' 't,V(r 
most savage campaign of bribery and intiinidat>on 
seen in recent European history. ltd,' s

W hy this concern, this unveiled interference 111 ' (¡¡c
internal affairs' and this gross violation of all dew 
prescriptions? nCed

Italy,.to a greater extent still as (¡reece, is 1111 :l1 ' .¡poll 
base in the Mediterranean ;. her vital strategical ll0b 
will be at the disposal of the United "States.

In the ’twenties, soon after the first W oH'l 
Va.tican-influenced political circles in a number (> ,.,tioi' 
European States advocated a plan calling for the c'^‘¡tici'l 
of a “ Danubian Federation,” to fill up the P ,r(). 
vacuum,” caused by the collapse' of the * 
Hungarian monarchy. . n ¡n

Translated into plain speech, this meant the crea ><’

1
(.'entrai Europe of a- Catholic fascist bloc to 
ram-head against alt popular intentions. T he” Dap
I A . I . . .  i. ! . .  . '  ’ . 1  I J  : . . .  I . . .  I . . . , I . \  l 1 s  t I" 1 ' 1 ‘Federation ” was planned to include not only AimP11' j. 
Bavaria, but also Hungary, Yugoslavia and c)‘,,|Ul- 
Aust-rin and Bavaria, under the sway of Cardinals ^  
haber and Iimitzer respectively, are rather seem1  ̂ x 
other prospective countries, however, have broken • ^  
from dollar influence, and it. is this which worms ^ 
warmongers. All. the more it is necessary for tin- 
keep the Italian citadel. | „o

Between the two wars, the Dnnubian scheme 1 
real basis behind it, and, therefore, was soon conŝ r> ,
to the archives. It was dragged to light again, h°"t ,i;il 
during the second world war, when the interim 
forces of reaction began to lay their plans for a 
settlement that would preserve tiieir power in 
after the crash of Hitler-Germnny. The wires arc  ̂ .

. pulled by an influential group of American financiers
iia"nected with the bank of Morgan. Invisible 

stretch from Faulhaber and Innitzer to the Vatican 
from the Pope to Cardinal Spellman, who, in tm11' ,, 
closely connected with the bank of Morgan. Si10 y 
has established contact with top-ranking clergy1111'11. 
Bavaria and Austria through his personal represetm1. ., 
in Europe, Mnench-, Catholic chaplain of the Aw1'1 
occupation forces in Germany. This prelate com‘ ,r 
himself actively with Bavarian affairs, working *0 '̂,nj()ii 
with Faulhaber’s associates in the Christian Social l ’1 
—the Jesuit disciples Pfeiffer, Hundhnmmer and (>t |(p 

They liave separatist slogans and separatist figure1'1̂ ,, 
hut they, have no separatist movement. And so, 1,1  ̂ :i 
hope of whipping up at least the semblance of s' |.j. '' 
movement, they decided to seek a leader of the ”  ̂
breed. For this purpose, the American authm 
imported from Switzerland the Social-Democrat p. 
Wilhelm HSgneir, Bavarian separatist, or, as he * qp. 
himself, ‘‘ democratic federalist.” With (iermaa.v 
inembeied, it will be easy to get Bavaria int° 
Vatican-dominated Wall Street-controlled “ Dan11 
Federation.” . ,-v

In the course of a few short months the U.S. Alii' ,,f 
Government raised Hogner to dizzy heigh1'1' ,|i 
prominence. His speeches were disseminated tl"'<1f.,j|t. 
all Germany, by means of press and radio- . ,|r 
” Tagesspiegel ”—American mouthpiece—wrote " 
pages about him. , ()lil

A similar separatist attempt was made in tin- Rhus ‘ 
by the French. A quarter of a century ago, during 
French occupation of the Rhineland, they purchased
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Dr, Adenauer, who is'now'Chairman of the- 
.'"■■»tmn-Deinocratic Union in the British sector. I"  
ni|(\ after the armistice, the French authorities es a - 
ls'ad contact, with certain grouping's in ^ av'" ia’ ‘ ’
'l !,1Ve "'I, with the potassium magnate, Recbbeig, 
lll ||(l <JI l.iulendorn, i f,

America reacted quicklv. ltechberg was summoned to 
h  1 intelligence oil'ice; lie was brought out dead, 
VRicuil leport: Death due to heart failure during
"iterrogation. . . .  T, ,

After Rechberg's death, contact with the trench 
“ 'thorities was maintaned by von Aretm, a waJ-taOT n 
«aravian monarchist and separatist. In May, ld-lh, an 

'"dependent Rhine movement ” was set up on the 
'"struetioiis of the French authorities. The separatis s 
" Bie services of French expansion were rewarded by 

'Tl'ointments to high posts in the French zone ; one ol 
" " "  "as Altmaier Prime Minister of the Rluneland-
1 abitinnte.

^ii'ce then, France has aece])ted (lie Marshall i hm and 
J""lwl the Anti-Communist Axis of “ .Western hurope , 
J  " consequence the Americans have dropped their tear 

. ''encii competition in their zone. o
towards the end of November last, while the Com u  

'' >'"reign Ministers was in session in London a sene.
'"Hfevence took place at the Schönenberg Cwmejih
.""iistery, near Ellwangen, Württemberg, a t 

p more or less prominent sepaia is
'."aria,, prime Minister Eliard, ex-Mmistn Puffer,

' '¡.'"""ter Frommknecht, State-Secretaire Sedlmnj
1 Baden Prime Minister Wohleb, etc. U »earns that

..^'""ference discussed the question of a ’ South Geram 
, "'¡'-‘ration, ’' to embrace the American and I  rench zones 
,':lh1i" Derm any and Austria. At that time, the tailme 
I ;,tlle London Conference was already acceptec as a

, .n,11"' Vatican and the financial circles grouped around 
, " '"mk or Pierpont Morgan regard this i>hm as a next 
, f°rl in case political developments in G erm any  as 
, ’ll', and in Western Germany m particular, should .
; ‘"ke the line mapped out by Wall Street. I hey an 
i ":|,ly attracted by the idea, of a strong Catholic "eo- 
l'l'J'U State, in Central Europe as an American advanced 
IS|‘ pointing against the Kast. .

\C r«*«y a number of Jesuit schools are being set up m 
■■iVi»»» missions—including*'V;i»•* "»"iiuer oi ueisuii, scuouc

"'Lit-!'' *° tra'n Catholic priests for 
'I’lii's ‘ an<̂ sPy'"S—in the Balkan countries. 

l’l".ViiiVS ^ l0 slnn "ml substance of the new Axis. By 
""i'liW 011 Luirs of millionaires and morons the
hi,, (,(K b> he plunged in another war in order to glorify7 
l!q,( 1,1 l'orate Vatican State. Said Father Coughlin in

L •’ should build armaments for the purpose of 
( 'slung Soviet Russia in cooperation with the 
vj '".sf.ian Totalitarian States—Italy. Germany
’ Pain, Portugal.”I > V 11

I'i,,- | 10 exchange of notes, President Truman and Pope 
llet\v(, ,llV° Kr>ught to create a mutual assistance pact, 
"f ’f'rij " Bie Holy See and Wall Street. The conclusion 
a,,| | ".'in s letter was: “ Our common goal is to arouse 
"i ,JUi" 'RQrate the faith of men to attain eternal values 
"iiS(, . k'e"oration—no matter what obstacles exist or muv

bu t7 the 
m nl mil aid,''

. Th,!" J lle Pftth-”
‘iiiit.t.j( P*'Pal reply was lengthy and abstruse 

headline, “ Pope, Tinman pledge mu 
I ,,j '"a t its significance was not lost.

*i11, . . 1 s resume: Pacelli negotiated a Concordat with 
’ "s the Pope, he congratulated Hitler when he 

1,1 ĥo x ass"ssination. The R.C. Church backed Hitler 
plebiscite and in his drive to the East. When

25:!

Hitler inarched into Vienna, Cardinal lunitzer hailed liim 
as the tool of “ Divine Providence.” Father Kiinzle, a 
R.C. priest, wrote “ Mein Kampf ” for Hitler. The 
Pope never breathed a word against Hitler’s murder 
factories; lie decided to ho represented in Japan two 
or three days before the treacherous attack on Pearl 
Harbour. Finally, a papal encyclica endorsed the 
Corporate State of Mussolini ns the Catholic solution of 
tlie political problem. And in unholy alliance with 
American Big Business the Vatican lias set-out to strangle 
Freedom and Progress by every conceivable means, 
among others, through the, creation of a Catholic 
Dauubian Federal ion.

TOM HILL.

BUDDHISM AND FREETHOUGHT

DURING tlie last half century “ Buddhism ” lias been 
attacked from the “ Right ” and from the “ Left,”— 
the former meaning the Christian missionary, many of 
these, fine scholars, but who were obviously out to 
replace it with the ” only7 true supernatural revelation,” 
— and the latter, the Freethought “ Left —the 
rationalist criticism. Now Buddhism, being a non- 
authoritarian Faith, invitess discussion—the “ Dlinnna' 
was developed by means of question and answer. It must 
be recognised, however, that early Freethought scholars 
and scientists, such as T. II. Huxley, ” Darwin's Bull­
dog Karl Pearson, the author of the “ Grammar of 
Science Lafcadio Hearn, that fine admirer of Herbert 
Spencer—that these all held that Buddhism, in the 
history of philosophy, and especially ethics, occupied a 
prominent place.

My critic, Mr. Cutner, appears to have given a hasty 
glance at Buddhist teaching and history7 for the purpose 
of refutation. He turns aside from the distinguished 
Indologist, T. W. lthys Davids, founder of the Pali 
Text Society, and takes refuge in J. M. Robertson s 
” Pagan Christs,” and the now discredited theory7 that 
founders of great historical reform movements like 
Gotanm and Jesus are merely sun myths. Jlut even if 
this view were sound, the artillery of Robertson misses 
lire when turned on Buddhism, for the simple reason 
that Buddhism does not depend on the historical sense 
in anything like the degree that is essential to Christ­
ianity7. Tf it could he shown that the founder never 
lived, his teaching us a sane way of life would he 
unaffected. Even that inveterate critic of so-called 
Nihilistic religions, Frederick Nietzsche said of Buddh­
ism : —

“ I t is the expression of a fine evening perfectly 
sweet and mild—it Is a sort of gratitude to all that 
lies hidden, including that which It entirely lacks— 
viz., bitterness, disillusionment and resentment. 
Finally it possesses lofty intellectual love ; it has got 
over all the subtlety of philosophical contradictions 
and is even resting after it, though it is precisely* 
from that source that it derives its intellectual glory 
and its glow as of a sunset.” (“ Will to Power 
Apli. 155.)

But Mr. Cutner is quite wrong when he says that 
lot) ii.c;. is the earliest date for Buddhist writing. Dr. 
Prince]), the painstaking genius who was tlie founder of 
Indian archaeology , provided concrete evidence that the 
date of tlie Inscriptions on rock of the Buddhist emperor 
\soka, may be deduced as being e.258-257 li.c., and 

one of t hese refers by name to tile canonical collections of 
the Buddha’s sayings—the Edict of Bhabra. (“ The
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Legacy ol' India," p. 73.) Although then, the date of 
tile Hooks of the Pali Pitakas (records of -Buddha’s 
teaching) can he stated only vaguely (they were com­
posed at different times between 500 and 250 me.), they 
undoubtedly contain a great deal of much older matter. 
Robertson and my Secularist critic want to build an 
argument on “ Buddha wrote nothing.” Now one of the 
first things that the student of Indian history and Indian 
institutions learns is that the European notion that books 
can only be preserved in writing is all wrong. No one can 
dispute the enormous powers of memory to which 
Indian priests and monks attained. The present writer 
knew a Jiajput scholar who could repeat the whole of 
the Mahabhurata—in Sanskrit—the great Hindu Epic 
—the length of which may be judged from the fact that 
this would take six months—reciting so many verses a 
day ! Buddhists believe that their great teacher com­
posed works which were handed down by memory in 
their original state until they were committed to writing ; 
and it is known that the Vedas were handed down in 
this manner for many hundreds of years as an actual 
fact. This being so wo need not regard the Buddhist 
belief concerning the faithful transmission of the 
Buddha’s sayings as improbable. Discussing the “ Noble 
Mightfold Path " which consists of a technique of mind 
control and moral culture leading to the extinction of 
suffering, including: Right Views; Right Aims; Right 
Speech; Right Conduct; Right Mode of Livelihood; 
Right Exertion; Right Mindfulness; Right Meditation 
and Tranquillity,

Prof. Rhys Davids says: ” The views here set forth 
are so remarkable as the basis of a religion promulgated 
in the sixth, century me. that to suppose the disciples 
to have invented them is to credit them with a power of 
intelligence and imagination no less than that of their 
revered master. But to the historian it would be much 
the same thing whether the Foundation Of the Kingdom 
of Righteousness were really due to the master or his 
followers. The remarkable fact is that we have here 
set forth a view of religion entirely free-—independent of 
the soul theories, on which all the various philosophies 
and religions then current in India were based; entirely 
free from the idolatries and superstitions of the day. And 
if this Buddhist ideal of the perfect life is remarkable 
when compared with the thought of India at the time, it 
is equally instructive when looked at from the compara­
tive point of view.”*

To track down Mr. Cutner’s errors about ” Buddha," 
and “ Gotama,” and .” previous Buddhas " and King 
Asoka would take more space than-can be spared. Mr. 
Gutner ” agrees with some of the moral precepts,” but 
he says : —

“ When 1 am told that ‘ a. wise man should avoid 
married life as if it were a burning pit of live coals,’

I consider such teaching to an insult to 
humanity.”

My friend's critical method here is an insult to free- 
thought. Here is the actual passage: —

“ A wise man should avoid inehastity as if it were 
a burning pit of live coals. One who is not able to 
live in a state of celibacy should not commit 
adultery," (Dhammika Sutta, Verse 21.)

Then again, ‘‘ contemplating one’s navel in the depth 
of a forest ” has nothing to do with Buddhism. It was 
ancient Hindu ascetic practice. Mr. Cutner would not 
“ give up Freethought ” if lie became a Buddhist—lie 
would, as 1 have, suggested, rather greatly widen his con­
ception of it. On the other, hand, I agree heartily with

American Lectures on Buddhism, p. 1:19.

J ,,,»  ■*I,' t

my critic that " the men who made wireless 1 s.
" " ............  ir great w(such a blessing to the blind), who built our gr®‘” ^ aj-t

Imif
But my admiration for Western progress ¡s fl"1,

port services, who gave us great music, (not Ia . u0ii.
' worthy of our adm.rJfied{some), literature, etc.," are

■hick.you know, by the shadow of the atomic bomb, " 
suggest, we can only banish by the practice of th«  ̂>• 
of self culture and self control taught by the “ hea jj.,,, 
Gotama Buddha, who was not a “ god " but jus 
among men. There are many literary men m ‘ j0,-
and America to-day who look to Indian jyliot
inspiration in our present troubles. As Sir Char w  ̂
observes: (‘‘ Hinduism and Buddhism,” ^ ° ! j , coii- 
XLVI) ‘‘ Let me confess that 1 cannot share ) ie ,it 
fidence in the superiority of Europeans and then * g 
which is prevalent in the West. European civil)811 f(, 
not satisfying and Asia can still offer .somethin# „ -- 
attractive to many who are far from Asiatic in SP

R. .). .J ACKSON-

GOD AND DOG
... (luiiii1

IT was only a dog, and for the time a really mp 
animal, lying ill on the gorse-protected Sras? , 
between the road and the promenade, beyond wha 
the shingle and the surging sea. to

A man and his wife had seen it there at a qua* .|ieir 
one, pitied it, and, for want of urgency 111 
sympathy, left it unrescued. |̂]e

It was nearly three when another visitor to h |llH | j|u>
>w rm r f i f l o n t i n n  fit. H ip  m u l  v p m n v k o c l  ‘ , id.drew my attention to the animal, and remarked 

address on its collar was not far away. But f°l 
man’s more energetic tenderness, I too, niight <  

ch'11 ,passed it by. The creature had, he thought, little 
of survival in the keen, blustering wind, the sun nor-
■sufficiently strong to furnish the needed warnith.„ . .piF1It seemed reasonable, since 1 «-as apparently tne J. ,,y 
younger man, for me to visit the address of the ' 'jd 
owner, and this I did, hoping that the animal " |t.
remain in place until the human members of it8 1 (||,- 
could arrive. Unfortunately, there was no-one il py 
address, but a gardening neighbour stated that 
people were out looking for the dog. Then came « 
stable on the same errand as mine. 1 wrote a 0° ,y 
to the dog’s whereabouts, pushed it through the ow 
letter-box and returned to the shore. . 1 g

’Pile dog, still there, raised its head on my speal'l,lr’i).(] 
it, and came off the grass and close against the se*l"Vt. 
side of the kerb edging the promenade, seeking, no ( 11 
more shelter from the wind. ,̂ -,i

The dog was alone when I then saw it, but; the ft)'8. . pc 
visitors came back, and we discussed as to what m*# 1 jj,e 
done. Fortunately, we were soon interrupted b.' 
arrival of two lads, who had some time before 1 
nised the dog. They now produced a sack, and can' 
wrapping- up the animal, carried it towards its home- ¡(1.

On the following day, the cinemas and the p" |,ts 
houses in Onnesville were to be closed, but the eh1,1 ^  
were to be open, for it would be Sunday, a da.v ¡,1 
sacred to the memory of the god Jesus, who bad 
that not a sparrow fell to the grow 
Heavenly Father’s knowledge. Presumably, als°> ,tp 
happenings to dogs, each worth several sparrow'8: 
within the celestial awareness. , t<

without

This knowledge is, however, not necessarily of - | p;
sparrows or dogs, any more than people are assist® ¡: 
the fact that the revenue'officials keep records of .;) 
incomes and deaths. Of God’s help to animals, ohf*

la'1!1W
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tlon reveals
sooth. no truce, for thev so often prey on one 

•er that J  - ..-u i L  thepious men l i a v e “ rjna that below 
- “uigmy s reputation for mercy by • ° sWiit, and
Hum there is little suffering, ,le‘ ui°harmony, m
devouring being but a part of il ” ‘ , experiments
which the earth is kept clean for God s new expe ̂  ^
111 cl'eation. Similarly, they can eNV ‘ tbe carcases of 
j ie roads of England are streaker \\ wheels of
hnls, hedgehogs, and rabbits caug y to avoid

God not having shown his creatures
"npaet with modern traffic. - • j being, and he

Now pity is native to man as__a socnn . . b>. feels if ...  1ie«is it towards all animals usually within his domestic 
?lrcle- and Lecky, in his “ History of European .Morals, 
V,s> named many pagans distinguished for their inculca- 
ll0111 °f the duty of tenderness to the lowlier creatures, 
f _ °f Plutarch’he states that lie placed such duty on the 
"u'd ground of the affections.
„.,Ho'v, then, does Christianitv stand in this respect.
5 . New Testament is mostly silent, and, instead of the
"Junction of the Old that one must not muzzle the ox

treadeth out. the corn, we have St. Paul s con-
>Ptuous question “ Goth God take care of oxen'.
r e<% , when mentioning Plutarch’s teaching referred
" above, remarks that he urged it with an emphasis and

i ll(ffinl to which no adequate parallel could he found m Christi„., - • ■
The 1,111 writings, for at least 1,700 years.

°W ;:,te?chinS °f kindness to animals met this great 

- ''tlne? below man were external to the scheme of
‘e in Christianity that the latter averred that 

■'■l'es below man were external to 
option, and, therefore, beyond the range of duty. 

J11 had a soul and life eternal, animals had neithei . 
in 10111 this superstition, indifference to animal suffei-

g naturally ensued.
V;,;,0' the dogs there were only the crumbs falling by 

' ,11(1 from man’s overflowing table.
J. G. LUPTON.

CORRESPONDENCE
BELIEF IN HUMANITY

jjho ,’.j f. dn not wisli to  in tervene  on holinlf of Mr. Boy. 
'b . u-u doubtless take  care of hiuiself. B ut I wish to  criticise 
"¡th wh"K| N ' :|st artic le . .Judging by tlic q u a n tity  of italics 
&»i| ,V|.IC. I|e peppers it (a sure sign of incom petent th ink ing  
H hystcri!1*’̂ ’ ^ ' ■ ^ ° y  “ as reduced him  to  an acu te  s ta te

!" ncoeCO,mtry.” snYs M r. Wood, “ has ever y e t been forced 
’5 Pn,ll)t dem ocracy.”  B osh! O ur system of governm ent 

*<i ¡' .'a inen tary  m ajorities was forced on those who objected 
hiinpL. 11 the seventeenth  cen tu ry . The extension of the 

thpj, s.0 t°  th e  middle class was forced th rough  in 18.12 by 
Morp °f revolution. Hyde I’a ik  ra ilings had  to  go down 

'Eel eli,|0,, ,K men got the vo te ; and  windows w ere sm ashed 
j'Ved '° s " ei'e b u rn t before women did. The Am ericans 
"I pocracy Oil th e ir  T dries bv n liberal annlioatinn  of■ I,, . ..... 'acy on th e ir  Tories bv a libera l app lication  of
Pilot 1 ''uther,s. The F rench  forced it on th e irs  by th e

f'k(. s 'w and a t  th e  barricades. So if M r. Wood doesn’t 
'V|. aV 'IMS. th a t a re  “  born in a blood h a th ,”  he h ad  b e tte r  
h r  ' u . °x lsl ing systems severelv alone.

V’r®°d talks of "  '
ns ,, 1 nero is not a R ussian  soldier there . W h a t was done

’•>Ut |;|' 't° by (V,ochs am ong them selves. L et me tell M r Wood 
I ... 1 ' t  year, before there  was any bother in Czechoslovakia.,."11

R ussian ty ran n y  in Czechoslovakia.”  
here. W h a t was done 
L e t me tell Mr. Wood 

.” -ur, oetore there  was any hotlie 
ft*.,. l'?1 old.Czech professor in E ngland .

EliUe Eehruary affair T wanted to 
?l| book of mine. N atu ra lly  1 ho
■'Lti | V and made suitable inquiries. _
E a t )|1' 1 ’he course no t only th a t  I10 was safe and  well, hut 
'¡^ M e  iVas disgusted  hv th e  propaganda in th e  w estern press. 
(,S s  p(i th fe events o f 'F c h rn a ry  as “  a g re a t victory  in th e

W e made friends, 
send him a newly 

N atu ra lly  1 hoped my friend  was
'n lin'"'* mat*e Kuit«l>IP in<|iii'ries. I was delighted to

. .„ ,^ 'h g g le ,”  and considered his coun try ’s liberation as 
’h  r , . . c o m p l e t e . ”  As I had  steeled myself for had new s.
I iu„T 'h'ance across the “ iron cu rta in  ” was most cheering. *1 hnvUl.. a . . .  ..._ „1.1

ary
considered

w estern press, 
v ictory  in 

coun try ’s liberation

ing. 
been nearly

> heea ',illlnoe across th e  ” iron cu rta in  ”  was m 
ba ld ly  say th a t  my old fr ien d  had  not 

1 , 1 3  u nder H itle r .
. 'hs M r. W ood, and  m ore sense, if you p lease!—

’ t>tc ■, Archibald R oth titson.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
Report of first meeting of new Executive held 

17th June, 1948
The P residen t, M r. Chapm an Cohen, in th e  chair.
Also p resen t: M essrs. H ornibrook, R ose tti (A .C .), Seibert, 

B ryant, Thompson, Griffiths, E bury, Cleaver, l’age, Taylor, 
B arker, M rs. Quinton and  th e  Secretary .

F inancial s ta tem en t p resented . New mem bers were adm itted  
to  H alifax , N orth  London. Crewe and to  th e  P a re n t Society.

Perm ission was given for th e  form ation of a branch of the 
Society a t  Crewe, to  be known as th e  Crewe B ranch of the 
N ational Secular Society.

P ropaganda films were discussed, with some figures avail­
able. M eeting considered it  no t a  p ractical question a t  the 
m om ent.

F u tu re  lecture  arrangem ents, including Glasgow and 
London, were dealt w ith.

M essrs. Griffiths, A. C. R osetti and .Mrs. Quinton were 
elected as th e  Benevolent Fund Com m ittee. M r. R . .1. 
Woodley was co-opted as a member of th e  Executive.

A legacy of £50 from th e  la te  .1. H. Gibson was announced.
.Motions rem itted  from th e  A nnual Conference were d ea lt 

w ith and decisions made as follows: —
A ltera tion  of th e  ru le concerning V ice-Presidents considered 

a m a tte r  for th e  conference.
.Motion II, concerning Executive reports to  B ranches. A fte r 

discussion, P residen t held th a t  “  F ree th in k e r ” reports of 
Executive m eetings contained substance of proceedings, b u t 
undertook to  see elaborations be made where possible.

M otion 12 on paym ent of expenses of m em bers of the 
Executive. M otion, th a t  it  was im practicable and too expen­
sive, carried  w ith one vote against.

M otion R1 th a t  venue of A nnual Conference he decided by 
Conference, one year in advance. Agreed th a t  p resen t m ethod 
is preferable.

M otion 14 regard ing  an O rganiser. A greed th a t  no fu rth e r 
action be tak en  a t  th is  stage.

M otion 15 dem onstra tions; action already tak en . M otions 
17 and  18. re H .B.C., suggestions under continued review.

M otion 19 re provision of conference m inutes. Always has 
been th e  practice. R em aining m otions accepted.

Mi'. Khury drew  a tten tio n  to  a ttem p ted  police interference 
w ith his open-air m eeting  a t  H ighbury  Corner. The a tte m p t 
was successfully resisted .

The n ex t m eeting  of th e  Executive was lixed for Ju ly  22, and 
th e  proceedings closed.

R. H . R O SFT T l, G eneral Secretary .

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
LONDON—Outdoor

N orth  London B ranch N .S .S . (W hite  Stono Pond , H am p­
stead ).— Sunday , 12 noon; H ighbu ry  C orner, 7 p .m .: 
M r. L . E biiry.

W est London Branch N .S .S . (M arble A rch, H yde P a rk ).—Sun­
day, 4 p .111. : Messrs. E. C. Sapiu n , J ames H vrt, G. Wood.

LONDON—I ndoor
South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 

W.C. 1).—Sunday, 11 a . 111.:  “ The Jew ish  Q uestion ,” M r. 
.VBCHniAI.il RoilEllTSON, M.A.

COUNTRY— O um ooit
B radford B ranch N .S .S , (C ar P a rk , B roadw ay).— Sunday, 

7 p.m .': M r. H. D ay.
Glasgow (Brunsw ick S tree t) .—Sunday, 3 p .m . : M essrs. S. 

B hyden, E. L aavasi and  J. H umimikey.
K ingston  B ranch N .S.S. (Castle S tree t) .—Sunday, 7-30 p .111. : 

M r. .1. Barker.
M erseyside Branch N .S.S. (on Blitzed Site, R anelagh S tree t, 

L iverpool).—Sunday, 7-30 p .111.: M essrs. G. Thompson, W. 
Parry, W. C. P arry.

N ottingham  (Old M arke t Square).—S unday , 7 p .m .: M r. T. M. 
M osley.

Sheffield B ranch  N .S.S. (B arkers’ Pool).—Sunday, 7-30 p .m .: 
M essrs. A. Sam ms, G. L. Greaves.

COUNTRY—Indoor
N ew castle (Socialist H all, Old Arcade, Pilgrim  S tr e e t) .— 

M onday, Ju n e  28, 7-45 p .111.: D ebate, “  Will C hris tian ity  
Save Us? ”  All. Rev. Patrick Knox, Neg. M r. J . T. 
Brighton, C hairm an Mr. A. K . Wilson.

1
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FOR YOUR B O O K S H E L F
Recent American Pamphlets

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

By L. H. Lehman. The Catholic attempt to control 
education in the U.S.A. with some facts and figures of 
Catholic criminals and juvenile delinquency. 24 pages. 
Price Is. 6d., post free.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN A DEMOCRACY
By L. H. Lehman and F. V. Riggs. An account of how 
the Catholic Church obtains money, property, and power. 
It includes a chart showing the proportion of religious 
denominations in the U.S.A. Congress. 32 pages. 
Price Is. 6d., post free.

VATICAN POLICY IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR
By L. H. Lehman. 50 pages of documented facts regaiding 
Catholicism and Fascism. Price Is. 4d., post free. 

THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR

By P. Tomitch, translated by L. H. Lehman. A record of 
Catholicism and anti-Semitism originally published as 
an official communication to Freemasons of Europe and 
U.S.A. Authenticated evidence regarding the Vatican 
intrigues with the Axis Dictators. 36 pages. Price Is. 6d., 
post free.

CENTURIES OF INTOLERANCE
By J. M. Freeman, B.A. A survey of Catholicism and 
anti-Semitism, with parallels of Papal and Nazi anti- 
Jewish decrees. 48 pages. Price Is. 6d., post free.

SOCIALISM AND RELIGION
By F. A. Ridley. A useful survey of Religion in relation 
to Socialism. A short history of Religion from the witch 
doctor to High Mass at St. Peter's. 20 pages. Price Is. Id. 
post free.

PAMPHLETS
By C. G. L. Du CANN

HOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST
Do the Churches follow the example of their Founder, in 
war, in peace, in morality? Price 9d.; postage Id. 

THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS
How many Christians follow the teachings of Christ? 
How much are Bishoprics and ecclesiastical appointments 
worth? Price 4d.; postage Id.

THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Was lesus the “ family man,” the “ humanitarian,” the 
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