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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Decay of the Gods
hv(| 'A jD N G  out some' old  new spapers w e ca m e across 
" T/1lntLT fStin8 c°P ies . T h e first w as a paper entitled  
1 - e- Athcnian Mercury ”  dated M ay  16, 1691— a'es'ei]
8fcVeut.J i
wll,.Tid. qhurrels the outcome of which might lead to

û nd almost.” The other was an e v e ^  foter- 
M*v,'"ty years old which gave an account of some 

nil quarrels the outer 
^  between the two nations.
.ic.^editor sent an agent to report on the situation 
\0. !llned out to be not dangerous at all.VV Iftf ---- . ,i , l * 1. i.

"’hich
êt us imagine that we are buck in the world at 

, beginning of Christianity and that there were news- 
laPers anrl Nil----------------- P - ..............,fs and other means of'communication which would 
i, ab'e all to understand what was soing on. And assum- 
a K"Klai g -^ugiana was mterestea m x-aiesvme, and that 
,.i s class journalist was sent to report on the situation,

was going on.
was interested in Palestine,

"'W \elus,s jourhaDi'ivj ' oul(l he the result1.' 1 think the editor of the 
y er would publish something like this: —

Me are informed, on reliable authority, that 
Sea.estine has lately been the scene of a remarkable 
J ll)eS even*:s- A young Jewish peasant, by name 

• tiua, some time ago forsook his occupation of 
irhentering,, and travelled the country on a religious 
l|sade. He gathered round him a number of men 

s V* women belonging to the lower classes, and is 
Q. 1 ’ 0 have been the possessor of miraculous powers 
cl h° mean order. Some, bv merely touching his 
s 0 hes, were healed of their disorders; blind men 
^ ' ’ '»id cripples walked at his command; he had 
I u power of walking on the sea, and calling the 

T *«  to life; and, when finally executed for an offence, 
hi/ f luc*Se llnture of which it is difficult to gather, 
(|,'\<‘c‘ath marked the advent of three days’ complete 
t 'nl'iiess, and was the signal for many of the dead 
. rise from their graves and parade the streets of

 ̂’Jerusalem. ”
Ph'in-speaking reporter would add,

One of our contemporaries, with a credulity as 
.. j to be deplored as denounced in these days of 
’S.htenment, contained, in its issue of the other 

o f 1111}®’ a sensational account of an alleged series 
miracles performed in Palestine by a young 

R e n te r . We 1 inve communicated with our special 
\vl l?sP°ndent at Jerusalem,, who assures us that the 
Qu°le narrative is a hoax of the flimsiest character, 
j 1 correspondent further points out that it is 
,i^ d ib ,e  that such things should have occurred 
'vl ,l0Ub excding the attention of people of all classes, 
0o "-‘ns all the prominent writers that have been 
iiii IS,l̂ ted are not only unaware of the occurrence of 
^j>"U«h wonders, but are even ignorant of the very 
Fail' Ce Die individual of whom they are related, 

"'g thus to find any corttempornry corroboration

of the story, we may safely dismiss it as a pure 
fabrication, with the parting reflection that its publi
cation reflects small credit upon either the intelli
gence of those who gave it publicity, Or upon those 
who swallowed it so eagerly.”

All things considered, if Jesus had been born say a mil
lion years latèr, the chances of Christianity being preached, 
or if preached, gaining acceptance, would have been 
remarkably small. A great man’s eminence is as much 
due to the time at which lie happens to be born as to the 
talents of which he is the possessor, and it is as certainly 
true that whether a given system shall live or die is 
determined more by the period during which it is pro
mulgated than it is by the special teaching it contains. 
There is therefore, an unconscious sarcasm in the expres
sion so often met with that “  Christianity came when the 
world was ripe for its establishment.”  Exactly so, for 
this is only another way of voicing the obvious truth that 
given a different environment to that which then existed, 
Christianity could not have gained acceptance. Each 
age has its characteristic religious ideas, just as it has its 
characteristic social institutions; and, although a religion 
once initiated may perpetuate itself by a series of modifi
cations, it is impossible for one to originate amid such 
conditions as now exist in all civilised countries. When 
credulity is widespread and a knowledge of natural pro
cesses non-existent or extremely limited in character, 
it is easy for stories of the miraculous to gain acceptance; 
but suppose such stories as, say, the miracles attributed 
to Jesus to he broached to-day, what would be the result? 
If they were not immediately swept on one side as too 
inherently absurd to deserve serious consideration, steps 
would at once be taken to form a committee of competent 
witnesses, who would investigate in the most careful 
manner what amount of truth such statements contained. 
And even then nothing short of having all the miracles 
re-performed under text conditions would satisfy a com
mittee that had been appointed to report upon the matter. 
It is only because these stories have been with us from 
our birth, because we have grown up with them, with 
parents and teachers dinning their veracity and solemnity 
into our ears, that we fail to recognise their ridiculous 
character. Brought before a civilised community for the 
first time, such legends would meet with nothing but 
derision and instant rejection.

Truth to tell, it is not without significance that all 
the religions of the world are old religions, or a dressing 
up of old ones. New religions do not make their appear
ance to-day, for the simple reason that the age for their 
production has passed by. Former generations viewed 
religious ecstasies as glimpses of the Divine vouchsafed to 
man; we regard them as pathological cases" coming 
properly under the supervision of the medical practitioner. 
There can be no question, indeed, that in all ages morbid 
physical and mental conditions have played a large and 
a creative part in the production of religious beliefs. 
Emmanuel Deutsch notes that “  There is a peculiar
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something supposed to inhere in epilepsy. The Greeks 
called it a sacred disease. Bacchantic and Corybantic 
luries were God-inspired. The Pytliia uttered her oracle 
under the most distressing signs.”  There is no question 
that Mohamet suffered from epileptic seizures. St. 
Paul offered a clear case of sunstroke. Swedenborg, 
founder of the Church of the new Jerusalem; Anna Lee,, 
the founder of the Shakers, were also said to be epileptic. 
Many other similar cases may be given. Phenomena 
have changed, but the difference between our own times 
and the preceding cases is simply that we have different 
estimates of causes and cures. Given a man to-day 
preaching the same beliefs in the same manner as did 
many of the religious leaders of early times, and he would 
certainly be classed as of unsound mind just -as many of 
the religious features of contemporary life are attributed 
to mental morbidity or mental unsoundness by our 
successors.

* * *
It would, however, be a mistake to infer that because 

morbid mental conditions everywhere accompany the 
rise of religions, that these are the sole factors in their 
production. This is far from being the case. The 
absurdity of to-day has not always been the absurdity of 
yesterday. There ure stages of human culture when it 
wears a reasonable, even a philosophic aspect. It is no 
more absurd for the early Christians ascribing everyday 
events to the action of supernatural powers than it is for 
the tribes of Africa indulging in the same beliefs. To us 
such things are absurd but that is because the growth of 
civilisation has led us to view nature from an altogether 
different standpoint. To others,, these beliefs, far from 
being ridiculous, may be as truly an expression of their 
civilisation as the doctrine Of evolution is of ours. Religion 
is the consistent reflection of an epoch when man 
regarded the universe as alive and himself the sport of 
powers which were really created by his own imagination. 
It is when the terrestrial has been aggrandised at the 
expense of the theological, when in the progress of civili
sation, art and literature become in a great measure 
secularised; when the mind is withdrawn by ten thousand 
intellectual influences from dogmatic considerations; and 
when the traces of these become confused and unrealised, 
a new habit of thought is gradually acquired. A secular 
atmosphere is formed, and the measure of probability 
is altered. People no longer, in the majority of cases, 
condescend even to discuss the belief in the miraculous 
or the supernatural,, but brush it- one side as something 
inherently incredible. Long experience has taught the 
world that such a matter is not so much a question of 
evidence as it is the result of the normal workings of the 
mind at one stage of its development. People do not see 
miracles unless they believe in their existence before
hand, and they cease seeing them only when they cease 
to believe in them.

It is the gradual growth of civilisation that renders 
tlie creation of a new religion impossible, and even its 
retention is a matter of increasing difficulty. The l-esults 
of scientific investigation gradually sink from the study 
to the market place, and the mass of the people1 become 
infected with its teachings and its tendencies. Scepticism, 
once the property of the privileged few, is rapidly becom
ing the heritage of all. All are tinged with it; the most 
conservative cannot escape its influence, while the! more 
progressive hail it as the dissolution of worn-out beliefs. 
Viewed in the light of present knowledge the religion 
of the civilised world represents but the varied survivals 
of forms of thought properly belonging to a lower stratum 
of civilisation than that in which wc are living. Literally, 
religion in civilised countries is in the world,, but it is not

Hedge oi
of it, for it represents, not man’s present kn°W'- 
himself or of the universe, but rather the ideas of ¡j 
generations, which continue to exist as the resu 
spirit of blind conservatism quickened into actn’i y 
the operation of threatened interests.

CHAPMAN C O B ^ '

THE ORIGINS OF THE DETECTIVE3 STORV

IT is not often that we can definitely pin down the 01 ° t, 
of a particular type of literature to a particular n1 
in time. Yet the detective story, which in the W e ^  
century lias produced such dissimilar productsJ 1“  ny 
works of Edgar Wallace and Conan Doyle, B01 j 
Sayers and Peter Cheyney, Austin Freeman - 
“  Sapper,”  can be so pinned down. Before the 3^ 
18-11 no detective story worthy of the name had j 
written. From that year it was an art-form, acC ‘ 
and practised by a growing number of writers. .j)t 

It was in 1841 that Edgar Allan Poe was at the he^j 
of his power as a writer. He had recently been apP° 
editor of Graham’s Magazine, at a, salary of eight hnn^j 
dollars—more money than thut tragic genius ever 0î  ^  
at any other period in his life. He rapidly built * gl

 ̂ i
any

into the first American magazine to gain an intern, 1 fin»
reputation, and he wrote for it many powerful s 
original stories, which are read and admired by ooUV ¡iril 
readers, now, over a hundred years after their °]lc 
appearance. .

Poe had long been interested in the more imag111’ .gSl 
aspect of crime and its detection. His early .¡¡s 
strangely enough, reflect little of this interest. B 0 j,,jl 
a terrified dreamer, producing such stories as “  Th® jy 
of the House of Usher.”  But in 1841 he sl .¡,-fie, 
devoted his keenly analytic brain to the question of 01 of 
and combined the nightmare atmosphere of his u]t 
terror with a, new criminological view of life. Th® rt j,,,-. 
was a story which dealt with a brutal and sordid i^u’ .¡jjc 
but dealt with it in an analytical, almost coldly sd®1 .,|i 
way. It was “  The Murders in tlie Hue Morgue,.” " $  
has been boldly acclaimed by the majority of kn°" c, 
able critics as the world’s first genuine detective stoG 0[ 

Now, what makes this so clearly the first examP1̂ ,,. 
a- completely new genre of story? Well, just consid01 ,rt 
bare bones of its plot. A murder is committed in a 
which is, in effect, hermetically sealed (a theme "   ̂
has attracted countless writers since, including T>L>lt ,, 
in France and Van Dine in the U.S.A.). The P° ^y 
practically bewildered, arrest a man who is in ach,!l $ 
completely innocent, though he has great difficult'j .  
proving it. The police, in fact, are the typical rtl. 
thumb muddlers of so many later tales. A PrlV‘„j 
investigator of eccentric habits works on the case' ‘ im
proves the police to be completely wrong, eventual!.! 
a piece of pure analytic reasoning, showing that u 
murder has been committed by an ape. The story U tJltl, 
in the first person by the private investigator’s B'V]i 
who is not very intelligent, and who therefore, fh°l \o 
he sees all that the detective sees, is. totally unalw 
appreciate the detective’s discoveries and deductions 

I think that, even from that bare summary, which 1 ,|S 
no justice at all to the ingenious way in which To0 ,f. 
his story, it will be clear that we have all the char00 (,f 
istics which have since come to be generally typ>cj' ,,ft 
the detective story of almost all types. Later " '‘ tit 
admittedly, have played all sorts of variations 0,1 ĉ 
original theme-. They have introduced more and
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,. , . . ti.pV have inventedliuxtastic ways of eonnaittiug crime»>. . riown; they
unbreakable alibis which eventually IU- ' possible
'uive made their detectives different m ()ne short
"'ay. But the essentials are there, m -
fferjr written by Edgar Allan Eoe a burnire

The Umiu point, to be decided is why it was just at
t moment of time ìra m umc in the nineteenth century that such

dory should suddenly spring into being, almost
wady-made, and this is a qu estion  not ,lt^ ‘U henJ the.
answer. Probably the point is that it is > scienti«-

•cntihe arguing from evidence ^  Written. U
accepted that detective stones piopei re<hme in
''•as, indeed, no accident that the Hitler i o ^
Germany condemned detective stones.uVi/-"Where denunciation to the secret police is the usual 
"etliod of criminal investigation cannot expect to have 
'"'■V kind of detective literature worthy of the name.

was only, in other words, when the true investigator 
"‘ crime had arrived on the scene that he was followed 
’.' the detective story proper. And if, as is possible, the 
"talitarian philosophy of life is destined once again to 
'VeeI> the world within future months and years there 

ke little doubt that the detective story will fade into
°Wivion.
I... ,J“ himself was apparently in no wax conscious that 
t ° bad ir JlOlip , ~ -
]j( biore. One of them-

mvented a new type of story. He wrote three or

“ "get
Mystery of Marie

\v]| jl was an attempted solution of a crime mystery 
less' i "̂ aS I)UZzbug all New York. It was logically flaw- 

completely in error! "  ”  1 ' :i»u0u , ,------ j  ... . But it seemed as if he
"̂I'ies'k Iaoie' bis tales of horror than of the detective

.ltilS on which bis fame is bound eventually to rest.
r"'lien lie died in tragic circumstances at an early

" f  fewheip r> even of bis friends, would have thought that
k,.]1(1 , " Us any possibility that he would have founded a. 
-t(ll/°. 01 Action which was destined to number its 
perî , t s  in thousands, within a comparatively short

t;0'l|.',le People, in fact, must have thought that Wilkie 
ibttjo-u " ° ukl be the exemplar to be followed by the 
¡u1(j ‘ of writers of crime-stories in the lute-nineteenth 
li0 p1 “ '/.V-twentietli centuries. Wilkie Collins, though 
tl,at'lV ns followers, wrote in a manner as different from 

0 - >OB as could well be imagined. He wrote- slow, 
7>i 1 > tales, which were magnificent of their kind.

of time.

n
¿«Moonafone and The Woman in White remain marveb 

readable to-day; but the followers of his metli
pa,̂ |,l!an Wills Crofts, for example) are not to be eom-

M. Shiel\V| 1 111 number to the followers of Poe.
Prince Valenki (one of the first publications of 

a ,,11 k«ue, of “  Yellow Book ”  fame) is probably the0l* s t■ ■ ,/! *" fbe full Poe tradition, might well have been
detective-story writer of the ’nineties and

i'll, °f the present century. But, like Poe, Shiel'Cl usirm , , i ito write tales of fantasy and horror, and
!e A, il , eas't 0110 masterpiece of that kind—The

NiL; V 0'“ ', which still has a. public, Inn ing lately been
« Ä ^ t h e U . S . A .  It - y -l*rniy /• r Llie *- n.A. It was, then, Conan JJoyle v 
''’Ort,) , bbu Poe tradition in the English-speak

| °e s Dupin, a rather slmdowv figure; became 
" S ( i  Holmes, a creature of flesh and iilood, who is
°t kh j)“ ' most living characters in the whole wide realm 

'.,*'ction. Poe’s anonymous narrator, even more
.Ven Hio. lllaQ -^uP“ i, became Doctor Watson, who is- 
^’"Ui),! a human being than Holmes. And the back- 
¡'''‘"Kiiic.*! ,Poe’s tales, a. highly artificial Paris, scarcelyI snisc 1 A out
|l'!(,i|ule *' by ibose who knew the real city in his day,

, '' bimiliai' London, with hansom-cabs, horse- 
,llx'bghts, and all pervading fog. The Strami

Magazine in which all the ¡Sherlock Holmes stories made 
their first appearance, became, probably because of 
these stories, for a time the most popular magazine! in 
the world.

So the detective story was placed on a firm foundation. 
It was comparatively easy for later entrants into the field 
to make their own contribution; but all the main items 
of the scheme were firmly settled. Poe, the weakling, 
the.drunkard, the wastrel (I do not think that those terms 
are too strong) bad done his job. Even though he died 
before his achievement was generally appreciated by the 
public, he still had the satisfaction of knowing that he- 
had written some first-rate, tales. What he would have 
said could he have looked at a railway bookstall of the 
present day, with lurid jackets and titles in which

crime,”  “  death,”  and “  murder ”  are the operative 
words, is something best left to the imagination.

JOHN HOWLAND.

BAPTISM INTO FREETHOUGHT

W HEN’S your baby going to be christened,- Mrs. 
Crawford?”  asked Mrs. Robinson of her neighbour, who 
had come out into the garden adjoining hers and was 
hanging a row of napkins on the line,

“  She's not going to be christened,”  replied .Rose 
Crawford. - ‘ My husband and Fare freethinkers, and 
we think it wrong to label a child with a religion at the 
beginning of its life. It's one of those things Earn will 
have to choose for herself when she’s old enough to

”  But there's nothing binding in christening,”  pro
tested Mrs. Robinson. “  It’s just a Hit of a do-, to
celebrate like. Hurry and me aren't the least bit 
religious, hut we’ve always had our children christened. 
Registering doesn’t seem enough ; no more than you 
do when posting a parcel.”

W ell.” said her neighbour, ”  we are, as a matter 
of fact going to have our ‘ bit of a do ’ for Pamela on 
Sunday week, but it won’t be a christening. Maybe 
you and Mr. Robinson will look in. You’ll be receiving 
an invitation.”

A few days later the Robinsons’ -post contained a card 
inviting them to he present at the ”  Naming Partj ” of 
the new daugihtei of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Crawford, and 
the appointed day found them seated at the Crawfords’ 
tea-table in a gathering of well-wishers of the six-weeks- 
old baby girl lying peacefully in her cot before the bay 
window. Before tea was served, Cu-audlathei Preston, 
Rose Crawford’s father, stood up and addressed those 
present.

”  On behalf of my son-in-law and daughter 1 hid you 
all welcome on a happy occasion that 1 think lias a 
certain solemnity about it. 1 need not enlarge on the 
happiness that the birtih of a healthy infant like the one 
in tlie cot here brings to its parents, bound to each other 
by ties of love and shared,interests, and to all who arc 
kindly disposed towards this fortunate couple. J pro
pose, however, to make a few comments on trie serious 
purpose with which we have come together this after
noon. A name has already been selected for my grand 
daughter, but it is characteristic of human parents that 
they like to mark the naming of their children in what 
they consider a suitable manner. That is why the 
parents of this child have invited us all here to-day.

”  Now all who know my son-in-law, Fred Crawford, 
and my daughter. Rose, recognise them for a responsible,
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high-minded pair, and it should give rise to no astonish
ment when I tell you that they could not see their way 
to taking part in any of the ceremonies most commonly 
used in this country when children are named. In 
their opinion these ceremonies are not in keeping witih 
modern knowledge and ideas, arid there are no reasons 
why people should continue tp practise them, apart from 
their being widely considered respectable. They are 
very old and deeply rooted in social life, but Fred and 
Hose do not agree with them, and I share their dis
approval. Our host and hostess have asked me, there
fore, to cany out a ceremony to which nobody can 
object. That is a tall order, but I am here to do my 
best.

I cannot, however, introduce into the naming of tins 
baby the statement that she was horn in sin, from which 
she can only he saved by admission to some religious 
body and the favour of Some' supernatural power. Nor 
can 1 call upon her parents to promise that she shall 
i>o brought up to accept any of the various beliefs t.> 
which children are commonly dedicated when named. 
Instead, what 1 say will be confined to the sphere of 
human life as \\r all have to live it, and 1 shall try 
to express what large numbers of good, kindly, fair- 
minded folk, whatever their religious or other views, 
feel in their hearts on occasions like this.”  At this 
point he bent down and picked the baby out of her cot. 
All present were giving him their close attention.

I now have the privilege of declaring this child to 
he named Pamela Marion, in accordance with the wishes 
of her parents, Fred and Hose Crawford. To them she 
has come ns a fulfilment of their love, and upon them 
has fallen the duty of bringing her up to play a con
structive part in society when she reaches womanhood. 
Little Pamela Marion Crawford; like every other baby, 
is a potential source of profit or loss to the community 
she will enter when she comes to the age for responsi
bility'. Whether she eventually turns out a. profit or a 
loss, and to what extent she does either, will depend 
on the influences she comes under during her formative 
years, and most of all on her parents. Many people 
think that the best way to treat children is to inoculate 
them with fixed beliefs and ideas, so early in life and 
with so strong a dose that the effects are inescapable 
and of lifelong duration. Now Pamela’s parents dis
agree with such a procedure and favour an alternative 
that is being more and more widely adopted.

“  They know that the cherished beliefs of one genera
tion often become objects of derision t(> the next. They 
know of many fixed ideas that history has shown to he 
opposed to human progress towards better ways of life. 
Therefore, they hold that the most precious heritage 
they can make available for their child is the right and 
ability to form her own opinions on the facts necessary 
for doing so. To this end, they will care for her during 
her childhood in an atmosphere of inquiry and freedom. 
They will encourage her to think things out for herself. 
They will not put their own opinions before her as if 
they were more than opinions, however sincerely 
believed and however highly valued; nor will they allow 
the opinions of others, however widely held and however 
socially respectable, to be presented to -her as 
unquestioned and unquestionable. Thus they hope to 
enrich tins community of the future with a. citizen better 
able to grapple with the problems of her time than wo 
appear capable of doing with our present difficulties.

"  Pamela Marion Crawford, at the beginning of her 
life, is blessed l>\ being in the care of those whose 
ambition for her is that she shall grow up according to

IS, l'J'18

the good old Homan ideal of a sound mind in n 1 -,lV 
body, and I am certain that she will continue (1j.
the unanimous good wishes of us all, as she rgt, 
this moment.”  To a hearty round of applause, 1 
Preston kissed the baby, who 'had throughout ^  jier 
ceedings shown no interest- in them, and repta  ̂ p ;l 
in her cot; whereupon the party fell to, and a g< 
was enjoyed by all. ’ . „.„pier,

When leaving, Airs. Robinson said to Pam *
It really was much nicer than any of bur ehris < ^iu icuixj vvcî  ujuui uioci uuau tixxy wj. url^

ut, then, you can’t in fairness expect a clergy > ‘ ri 
j as interested in a baby as its own grant • . ¡s

Hut, 
be
Wouldn’t it be nice if ‘ Naming Parties - nWbecame the usual thing? But there aren t many ĵjj 
with heads like your dad’s, so I don’t suppose they  ̂  ̂
D ’you know, though, we’re expecting our 1 1 y r 
October, and Harry and me were wondering 1 ,L>.
Preston would come along and name it? W<e a i Lgoii 
ciate it ever so, wouldn’t we dear?”  Mr. h° 
grinned, nodding his embarrassed agreement.

P. VICTOH MOKBI8'

SELLING GOLD BRICKS
K. K. Doberer; Nicholson ¡a1'1

The Hold Makers 
Watson, 12s. fid.

WE INTERPRET the unknown in terms of thetee! IV
a»d
tern1”

and the individual’s earliest awareness is of 
desiring and willing. Hence primitive man 
some extent the child, interpret the inanimate 111 gt

Even much <»of themselves, i.e., auimistically. 
scientific terminology betrays such origins—‘ ‘causi»*-^^ 
for instance, is derived from willing. Likewise m jjfy 
to react to complex phenomena it is necessary to 811 ||,nc.v 
it, hence we find in primitive thought both the ten .¡¿,1. 
to reduce the complex and to deify the non-im1 j,, 
•Just as tlie human temperament was reduced to e 
binations of the four humours, so the material inll')rtl>, 
was reduced by Democritus to fire, air, water and ei j|)(. 
to which Aristotle added the imperishable eleinei' > 
ether. What was more natural, then, than to Preb()ti!(i 
that just us moods or humours change so substances a 
he changed into more valuable ones? , t<>

From early times in Europe and Asia gold see.111-^, 
have been regarded as the most valuable metal (U1 ĵ|v 
New World silver was preferred). Besides being Jy, ¡,i 
worked and untarnishable, gold also had a simila1’1 
colour to the sun, around which fertility, ag>icl1 eJe 
and many other religico-magical ceremonies ĵ .Ji 
grouped. Hence by the doctrine of analogies " | pi 
flourished right up to the Renaissance (and is H>u!,<|jnli 
such beliefs as Antliroposophy to-day) some causa* - p 
between gold and the life-giving sun was presu1 c| 
Much Egyptian voyaging and exploring was actjW.;|i 
by the search for gold, the magical value of which ||t. 
probably the important element in its later becom111̂ ,,, 
medium of exchange. Also by the doctrine of an>dj)p> ,( 
as human society had its king, so the lion was the l'1* r 
animals, the whale of the sea, and gold of the metaym. 

And as astronomy grew from astrology, the 
Street physician from the shaman, so modern cheri|1,j,(,ji 
evolved from the more ambitious alchemy, the 
for the philosopher’s stone and the means of comp1 
base substances to transmute into gold. Words in c 'j|r 
day use have their origin in this early pursuit. I 0' 
stance, when we to-day speak of. something

hermetically sealed,”  we use the na 
frismegistos, who in a special process ceiucu

prii't 
of

tod
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''«ndei-e( 
% »Bight hv sealing with clay the “  I'hilosoplier s 
et?o' l"o vessel hi which the transformation of gold was 
111 to tnke place. Further, as we tend to greatly over- 

\'uit? undervalue what we do not possess or under-
(*u‘ beginnings of scientific investigations were l>\

1 Multitude, attributed either to miracle working or 
? intact with the Evil One. Hence the legend of Dr 
aviatus, etc. The early investigator into natural 

phenomena, too, was guilty of “  hubris ”  (incurring the 
Jealousy of the gods) by attempting to elevate himsell 

nmcli (like the builders of the Tower of Babel)
, "ce, the alchemist was an object of mystery and 
‘"nazement, tinged with horror. .

u1'. Doberer has traced the history of the alchemical 
^urcli for gold from the time of Moses to the 1 °*ls 1 
engineer, Dunikovski, who, with his “  radio active /  
l:l'Vs ” for transmitting sand into gold, after interesting 
"miy people in Europe, including Mussolini, was last 
, !ird of in the Belgian Congo in 1038. The book is well 
""‘■umented and contains many illustrations from eon- 
e'uporary sources.

°  d'e earlier investigators scientific interest " ns 
¡"obably as strong as the desire for riches or of lame, 

le last infirmity of noble minds," but by the fifteen i.
' vteenth and seventeenth centuries when alchemist, 

to have flourished, there was a strong scepticism 
die theories on which their search was base« , am a 

' u‘ same time a strong desire for marvels. In tact me 
,l 'nosphere was somewhat like that of Europe just, before 
" j  French Revolution when a, mixture of scepticism 

H,u superstition made it possible for Cngliostro, ( asanova 
;'"(1 Saint Germain to flourish as purveyors of rejmenat- 
’!« fluids and elixirs of life, while James Graham m 
' 8 temple of Health and Beauty at the Adelplu, was 
purging a hundred guineas a night for the use ot Ins 
jdectrical Celestial Bed, children begotten on windhealth— wiser and more-beautiful than other mortals.

this period, as in contemporary
nlcili <>lt?lfl (from the same sociological causes) the 
fi,| ll,Bt "'as much closer to the charlatan and the con- 

man. But life was hazardous for him. The 
\ve,; ' 0*.petty principalities, living beyond their incomes, 
t||(>v ready to swallow stories of gold making; but 
<|¡',I’ "me likewise prone to liang the gold-maker if lie 
liim 1t",l| deliver the goods. It was not uncommon for 
si,(.|i( (° le put to the torture to compel him to divulge his

huy" *Ad(), Alexander Seton, a Scot who boasted of 
f;i(1(|'s inanufactured gold-, fell into the hands of the 
liitll Saxony, who stretched him on the rack, singed
tun ) ' 'd ' red hot irons, etc., to moke him talk. He 
, h, u d a m a i r t  and was rescued by a Polish colleague, 
tD /  I ’P'b the governor and wardens-of liis prison under 

P '' flu, and then escaped with him.
a sixteen year old apothecary’s apprentice at 

fdn,,np Cl,’ imed *° bave produced gold. The Prussian 
'a t’ mderick I, heard of it and asked for a piece to be 

si,, (> him. The young alchemist, not awaiting his mviu 
iii ,.n<ll|s to Court, went into hiding and finally arrived 
A„ k’ territory of the Elector of Saxony, who was 
V̂or,- " S Strong, King of Poland. He was taken to 

I S , ?  aild when the King refused to surrender him to 
\ii,, war nearly occurred between the two countries.

set him up in a new laboratory so that there 
h(' no excuse for not producing results, with the 

ilvS p A take a job of it, or J ’ ll hang vou.”  A visitor 
him at that time as “  foaming like a horse, 

kin |lnK like an ox, gnashing his teeth, barging 
. hi);jj efld against the walls, shivering all over, 
M n ,1« the commandant of the prison for the 

h*1 Gabriel, and drinkipg twelve cans of

beer every day. Perlmps the beer gave hint inspiration. 
At any rate, having no illusions as to his ability to make 
gold, lie remembered that much "of the King’s income was 
expended on porcelains. Ho set to work experimenting, 
and ultimately produced what became known tis Dresden 
china. By that means he preserved his head on his 
shoulders, but died, prematurely aged, in his 30th year.

In the surrealistic world of inflationary Germany, one 
Tausend, the son of a Swabian tinsmith, believing that 
“  sound and light and wave symphonies are the bearers 
of all material things,”  evolved a “  Symphonie ”  
chemistry, which opened the way to all sorts of trans
mutations. By 1923, lie claimed to have produced gold 
and interested the Bavarian Minister of Finance in his 
scheme. By 1925 Ludendorf? threw the weight of his 
authority and connections on the side of the inventor on 
condition that he, as trustee for the German people, was 
to have control of a large share of the profits, which were 
to be devoted to patriotic purposes. A-German industrial
ist who had invested in one of the companies formed to 
exploit the invention, had the bright idea of wiping off 
all Reparations from the gold produced. But alas, no 
dream lasts forever, and, after an inquiry, made difficult 
because of the rank and influence of many concerned, the 
rash alchemist went to trial and was in 1931 sentenced to 
a long term of imprisonment for fraud.

This hook is interesting both for its history and for the 
material it supplies for a sociology of ideas. A glance at 
it shows how. gullible even experts: are when the wish to 
believe is strong. The more insecure a people are the 
more suggestible they become to any scheme of salvation ; 
and when an individual or community is in financial 
straits, the appearance of the gold-maker causes their 
powers of criticism to vanish. Afterwards they avenge 
their gullibility, in tin* Middle Ages by hanging the 
alchemist, in modern times by imprisoning him for fraud. 
But it is their gullibility that has produced him. Bike 
Joseph Smith, the revealer of the Book of Mormon, his 
day-dream receives such an enthusiastic reception that . 
lie cannot go back on it, but must play up to rising 
expectations. J. S. BARWELL.

JESUS AND UOVE
THOSE who maintain the absolute love and gentleness 
of Jesus, and who cannot reconcile this wit li 11is obvious 
contemptuous treatment: of 11is mother through the 
Gospels, will be interested hv this which wo take from 
one of our religious papers: —

Various interpretations have, been given of the 
words in St. John: ‘ Woman what have I to do 
with thee? ’ The earliest is that of St. Irenaeus, who 
thought that our Lord was checking her unreason
able haste. St. John thought our fiord was gently 
indicating the distinction between human relation
ship and His divine authority. St. Cyril, Alexandria, 
thought that our Lord was admitting out of reverence 
to His mother what lie willed not as yet to do. 
.MacGregor, in ‘ Moffat’s Commentaries,’ reminds us 
that the term ‘ woman ’ in the original lias none of 
the, harshness it suggests in English, but is perfectly 
respectful and even intimate. Jesus even addresses 
his mother by it from the Cross. Langrage 
observes that the first half of the sentence ought not 
to be isolated from its explanatory conclusion, ‘ Mine 
hour is not yet come.’ ”

If anyone has learned anything from that long yam, 
probably from a divine source, will they tell us exactly 
what it all means? It really looks as though someone lias 
been out late.
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ACID DROPS
The Catholic Times ”  comes to the conclusion that 

it is strange Atheists should hate God.”  We arc 
surprised .so good an editor should pass so sills a remark. 
The Atheist does not “  hate ”  God, one cannot hate or 
love nothing. What he objects to is the foolishness, 
mischief and lying that have taken place in the belief 
that God exists. If one awakes in the middle of the night 
and believes that a man is breaking into the house, he 
may seize a weapon and rush to get hold of the thief. 
Bulb when he finds that no one is there, he goes back Go 
bed and calls himself a fool. That is exactly the position 
of the* Atheist. He does not “  hate ”  God, he simply 
hates the bad reasoning, and the vile things that have 
been done in the belief that something called “  God 
exists. The editor of the “  Catholic Times ”  should try 
agjdn. .Meanwhile we should like him to explain how, or 
by what means anyone can hate a thine that does not 
exist?

While we are dealing with this matter we may express 
our surprise that so many of our leading politicians go 
out of their way to bow to ‘ ‘ nothing ” in the name of 
God. We could put our hand on a fairly large 
number of leading politicians whose belief in God, or 
gods, is just about as little as our own. It does not say 
much for the moral courage of our Members of Parlia
ment who, time after time, allow the introduction of 
religion in the House without comment. It is almost 
impossible to induce professional politicians to set an 
example of honesty of speech, but some good work might 
be done if ordinary unbelievers now and then inform 
Members that Atheists are alive and can act accordingly. 
Some little comment might be made on our Chancellor, 
who will go to the House of Parliament and talk with 
sound sense there, and then will go to a church and tell 
bis audience that their future rests upon God. If that 
were true, it should be said in Parliament. As it is not 
said there, we are forced to believe that tilings are not 
ns they appear.

The Bishop of St. Alban's is objecting to any one 
person, or even a group of persons, providing enough 
money to run his Church. He says definitely: “  The 
Church of Rngland has lived too long on toe endow
ments of the past and the generosity of the rich.”  We 
do know that, to a very great point, the wealth of the 
Church flowed in because ifs function was to keep the 

people ’ ’ quiet by means of “  help,”  and as the 
priests played a very large part in the distribution of 
money, it formed a means of keeping the people quiet. 
The poor were kept quiet, and the clergy preserved 
(heir chinches. II is perhaps true that the present-day 
clergymen are of a, lower intellectual level than were 
the priests of, say,, a few generations ago, hut they do 
know which side their bread is buttered.

Those who listen to the wireless will he familiar with 
(lie—stage - name of “  Gillie Potter,” who usually makes 
people smile-. But be would have been well advised if 
he bad left religion alone. Wit and wisdom do not always 
run together. For example, there was a public meeting 
recently in the City church of St. Botolpli. The Arch
bishop of York pressed Mr. Gillie Potter to address the 
meeting— B.B.C. advertising obviously counts for some
thing. Here is a sample of what Gillie Potter said, as 
reported by “  The Daily Express ” : —

A number of people will tell you that only the 
foolish, the simple, and the unintelligent go to

. • fnl. from
church. I can tell you someone who is 11, _all(l
Inoliali miri ia inlplliapnl wVin, n-nes to C-hUfoolish, and is intelligent who goes to 
his name is ‘ Gillie Potter.' ”

¡ìtIv
Quite seriously, we think that the ArchbisnO)  ̂^jjel,

really have engaged, with profit to the church, •’1 ■ ,¡H,
(inic oi

B.B.C. keep? As well-known Atheists we iire ra
speaker. What kind of company does our connc

pleased to be able to say that we have known *n 
church-going people who have been neither foohsipwjjitj wim nave neeiL ucm"-- r, )3
had. We wonder whether the star of the j-13, ĵob- 
pulling the leg of his friend the Archbishop. , e ,\vere 
bishops of to-day may be poorer in quality7 than they ^  
a century ago, hut they are not fools. But perl^P- , 
were dull and missed the fact that both the Arc-'1 
and the B.B .C ’er were joking.

loud t-"'°The Bishop of Southwark has in three years )'ilis jifSi 
hundred and fifty- thousand pounds to' rebuild cl'’ ,!^rjty 
We are not surprised. There is a, great feeling of c 1,prised, mere is a, great reenug v* - ^ielji 
among the poor, and those who really know ^  
will agree with us. We have seen the poor g*vi’ 
they had precious little to give.

So we are not surprised at the poor of Soothwa'k ‘ 
neighbourhood who have collected the amount of 1,1 g,, 
mentioned. But it was God’s building that had , f!; 
knocked about; and what did He do to save His c' |llH.|us 
from disaster? We believe that there were more chm 
and places of worship damaged or destroyed than |i;, 
public houses. The Bishop may mean well. 
behaves verv badly.

We were pleased the other day to come ad0*  ̂
not for the first time— the remark that the li,lC ,j,e 
Romans were the greatest administrators oi a 
ancient world. That is a very plain truth, and 
it is not commonly recognised. No nation 111 
modern world has ever done better than the Bo1"' n. 
and not- many could even claim equality. Its h1".” j|„- 
not worn out yet, and even to-day, in Scotland, 
absence of laws bearing on whatever is before t h e / ' pt 
Hom.an law will stand. One other point to note IS ,p|„- 
in ancient Home there was ho “  colour-bar. |)f! 
coloured man stood on terms of equality with 0  ̂
citizens. Toleration was the keynote of Homan hw'^ii 
knew little of the tyranny and the brutality with ^ |„. 
the Christian Church was to pave the way for 
great King creed.”

¡01'
In those far-aw ay days of our youth we were of ‘d1!11,,). 

that truth could hold the field with case; but it did ^  
take long to realise that a .blunder had. been made- .|(|,t 
had to learn that opinions were formed, or we n|ljjv- 
say. accepted, not as a product of reasoning, but hj 
sheer impulse of one’s surroundings. And what |(i 
more startling was the discovery that most peoj’^ y  
their youth had to possess much courage to* dl!,< rj; 
their elders with regard to religion. The common l'^A .Vtwas, “  Wait until you are older,”  which was 
very wrong, because as one grows older, opinions ,i 
inclined to get- fixed. Valuable understanding 1!d, ;,G 
brought, about in that way. Perhaps the best *' ,,i 
would he to say to the young, “  Don’t place too r i 
a reliance on the opinions of your elders, they may' (ft-i 
be right.” Of jourse, there are children who nevfi rr̂ 
any further than their parents, but that is some* j,,- 
to he sorry about; it is certainly not anything 
proud of on either side. , J
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SUGAR PLUMS

It ,jj' 10Iiary is at once an infant clinic and a mortuary, 
ili.. sl)lny» to visitors births and deaths, and just as in 
sq ¡i'1? i" e ca"  study the play of inherited characteristics 
apj)(̂  :le °ther we can discern their atrophy and dis- 
'll'nu,nmee' follows that so long as words represent
Ihî  s d we must dispute over them in order to get at the 
v, t(f  *°J‘ which words are supposed to stand. It is in 
hiiiptl . language that man enters into a conscious 
t)],,('j>nship with his fellows, and with the generations 

gone before him. Without that we should be 
nfre T101 animal generation, wlio have to commence life 
I'iaUc,1-’ only by the slow accumulation of purely
¡ „ v ^ l  acquisitions. Of all the tools that man has 
l| c‘d, there is none greater and none more powerful 
■ P Words.

Lome then let us praise the Lord,
Who created heaven and earth.
Let us magnify his name.
All things bright and .beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
Hie spirochaete that you dread,
And you, who shudder in your bed,
The Lord God made them all.
The weakly mice you hate to harry, 
the typhoid bacilli they carry,

The corrugated pachyderm 
And any microscopic germ.

*H1U*ViS 'S no  ̂ m®PPt to be coihplimentary. and we are 
11i;ij •' not inclined to be over-praising. We are told 
Hh0,ii''° IUe disputing about words. Well, but what else 
tl,f>li ' " c  be questioning about? Words, should express 
a, , , ! ° 11 ’ and thoughts in turn should stand for the repre- 
W|, ' l0" of things, so that one might be led to enquire’ 
niy t 'He should disputes be about but words? Words 
nii0 dead entities, but living things. They have their 

they carry with them the marks of their 
fpS( \ ’ Qn<I they iia.ve their living relatives, which 
iiiui(.u T' human relatives in being both desirable and 
aid Handable and disputable. Words are born, grow 
Lii-j.] ll‘; Every good dictionary stands godfather for the
W, T some, and solemnly records the passing away of* 8, '

THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST IAN RELIGION
(.By Alfred Loisy. Translated by Dr. L. P. Jacks. 

Allen A Unwin ; 18s.)

IX the modern history of the Catholic Church a peculiar, 
as well as a distinguished place, is held by the Gallican 
French Church. For France, the traditional “  eldest 
son of the Church ”  not only preserved a sturdy 
ecclesiastical individuality, which until quite recent 
times rejected the centralising ultramontane rule of the 
Papacy, but was also remarkable for producing a whole 
series of great scholars, the heretical tendencies of whom 
ended fcy getting them into more or less serious trouble 
with ecclesiastical authority and Roman orthodoxy.

In their widely various ways, Rabelais, Calvin, Pascal, 
Richard Simon (the fathei of Biblical criticism), Jean 
.Mealier (the forerunner of the French Revolution), 
Lamejmais, Renan, Joseph Tunnel (most erudite of 
historians of Catholic dogma), and Alfred Firmin Loisy, 
all qualify for inclusion in this list.

The last named, author of the important book on 
Christian origins before us, was not the least illustrious 
even in the list of famous men just cited, a distinguished 
orientalist, a brilliant controversialist, and one of the 
most scientific historians of Christian origins in Ibis 
generation. Alfred Loisy, throughout his long life 
(1857-1940) enjoyed an international reputation as a 
critical historian of liberal tendencies, and the book 
before us, the French original of which first 
appeared in 1084 under the title of “  La Xaissanc'e du 
Christianisme," is, so to speak, a final summary of a 
theme to which its author had already devoted numerous 
learned volumes.

To the religious world of a generation ago, M. Loisy 
was widely known as the leader of the International 
Modernist movement in the Roman Cl torch, which in 
the earliest years of the present century made a 
courageous though unsuccessful attempt to pour the 
new wine of historical and scientific criticism into the 
stagnant old bottles of Catholic theology.

All M. Loisy derived from this attempt was ex
communication by “  bell, hook, and the (proverbial) 
candle ”  at the hands of the still medievally-minded 
Papacy. Doubtless in an older age, to which Rome 
still spiritually adheres, our author would have, literally, 
illuminated an Auto da Fe of the most Holy Inquisition. 
However, we live in a more secular age, and the only 
personal damage that At. Loisy seems to have suffered 
as the result of the “  bell, book and candle ”  was that 
his pious charwoman promptly, gave notice, Otherwise 
the ex-cleric continued to write mindless of the thunder
bolts of the Vatican until his death at the advanced age 
of 88.

In the 359 pages and voluminous notes, there is a 
most interesting preface from the veteran Hellenist, 
Dr. Gilbert Murray. This is the first of M. Loisy'S 
major works to he translated into English, soon, 
however, to be followed by others, also to he .translated 
hv the ex-editor of the “  Hibbert Journal,’ ’ Dr. Jacks

The theme and historic scope of the “  Birth of the 
Christian Religion ” is fhe earliest and least known 
phase of Christian evolution which can be dated from 
the very first tentatives at pleaching the new religion, 
in tile first place as a mere Judaic heresy, until the final 
emergence of the Catholic Church about a.i>. 180, with 
a finally formed canonical Xew Testament and an official 
creed.
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Since th© latter dutc. the light of History has beaten 
fiercely upon the varied fortunes of the Church. But 
:n the first century and a-lhalf, the era. here covered, we 
arc still in twilight, and have to rely solely upon pre
carious glimpses, surmises and deductions, for the truth 
of what actually occurred during the earliest and 
formative years of what was destined to become the 
new world-religion.

We may add that no historian has understood tetter 
than does our author the limited material which is all 
that the student of the first half-dozen Christian genera
tions has to work on. Again and again he goes out of 
his way to remind us that what written material we 
have before us in tihe New Testament and even in the 
writings of the Second century theologians, is not 
history, hut pious legend, the mythological embellish
ment of history, or, perhaps the historical embellish
ment of mythology.

For no one knows better than does this most modest 
savant that no one ever will or ever can, write in full 
detail the history of Christian origins, the material for 
such a feat just does not exist.

If is perhaps inevitable that one should compare this 
book with the now famous work of the Anglican Bishop 
of Birmingham, and judging from its similarities, Dr. 
Barnes may well have used it as one of his sources. The 
two books cover almost the same period, and stop at 
almost exactly the same point: at the final consolidation 
of the Christian Church in the second half of the Second 
century, in a general comparison the Anglican bishop’s 
version of the *' Itise of Christianity ”  lips perhaps some 
advantage over that of the French ex-cleric in the 
brilliance and sweep of his opening survey of the pre- 
Christian evolution of religion, to which M. Loisy’s 
book supplies no parallel. But the French author is 
not only the more original in point of time, but is clearly 
the more scientific historian.

If only, we may relevantly add, because what we may 
perhaps term without offence, as the Anglican bishop’s 
“  trade union ”  propensity for making a •priori and 
entirely irrelevant assumptions about the “  unique ”  
moral and spiritual grandeur of Jesus, is totally absent 
in the work- of M. Loisy for whom (what lie rather 
vaguely describes as) “  the religion of humanity ”  has 
entire]v superseded every form of historic Christianity.

The actual picture of the titular Founder of the 
Christian religion given In both our distinguished 
authors is very similar except for M. Loisy’s consistent 
abstention from those “  trade union ”  lapses which arc 
periodically interposed in a sometimes curiously 
incongruous manner through I)r. Barnes’s generally 
scientific analysis of Christian origins.

Both the authors present an historic Founder, or, at 
least starting point of Christianity, and their general 
port-rail is very similar: it is in the pattern made 
familiar by a century of Liberal exegesis since Henan 
and Strauss: Jesus Christ is represented as an heretical 
.rabbi, a religious and ethical reformer, a preacher of the 
corning “  Kingdom of Cod,”  with Messianic implica
tions partly political in character, which eventually 
provoked ' Homan intervention and led directly to the 
execution of the Messianic preacher, and, therefore, 
indirect!v to the rise of the new religion.

F. A. RIDLEY.
(To be,concluded)

it is in the nature of man that every individual should 
wish for his own advantage, in preference to that of 
others.— Terence.

THE EARLY LIFE OF THOMAS PA1N&

IX
W FSLEY was in Thetford again in 1701, on h'w 
liom Lakenheath to Norwich, and as Paine was liu 
staying m the town studying for the Excise, he 
possibly have heard the great ei^hteenth-cenW

of n r . i L n  Method*'great 
the Wesleyan Met

1787, a»11
agai.n in the town in 1 hreet

heard
preacher hind founder 
Connexion. Paine was 0 ...
stayed with his widowed mother in Heathenm*111 ^  
(now Guildhall-street), not. two minutes’ walk °uefoi'e 
Friends’ meeting-house in Cage-lane. T1,e i,v ti* 
the market had been moved from its old situation 
Icknield Way as it passed through the east-end of t l0^ 
to its present site, about 100 yards from the ‘,oll‘ ncei 
Heathenman-street. There are some curious re'el jS. 
to the Thetford of this period in a lettter (in my 
sion) written in 1790 by James Warner, alias E 1,1S'T j ¡1 
at Thetford in 1764—from Jamaica. It appeal'13 1 1 
William Payne, of Thetford, a carpenter, and Pos 
a relative of Thomas, had just emigrated 'to Jama*' . 
Warner, in writing home, s.ays

“  Payne is an exceeding clever man, wf>u ¡a 
to return in a few vears one of the first n i|t.,/\aS
Thetford, and he is very deserving any 
may, meet, as he is an honour to his family and ^  
place he came from, and I fear there

ho bit1* i11," 
st
success

equals left behind, for as he says, and 1
are fe* 

beh0' i 
dissipaimost of the .young Thetford people are 

simple, ignorant young men, that mind notlm1» 
the low and insipid sport of cock-fighting.”

•Dllt.
Paine left his home at Thetford in 1755, and **pPal yitii- 

did not again return until July, 1761, when, 0f 
renounced staymaking, lie came home for the pllI’P0' vjtli 
studying for the position of an exciseman. He cam1’ 
a varied experience of life. In the comparative Pe:U’° 
retirement of his parents’ home at Thetford, lie 
himself to study, and doubtless also to inducing^) 
friends, to' “  pull the strings ” by which alone he 1 ^ 
obtain an entry into the government service. T',e 
of these friends seems to have been Henry CockW r(,f 
who had succeeded Sir John Wodehouse as Record0 0( 
Thetford, and was in 1762 succeeded by the L|U  ̂ ;i 
Hertford. He had also been Mayor of tlie boro*1̂  
portion of the year 1719 (the Mayor having died m |)t, 
11is yea*-of office), and also in 1721, 1725, 1729, 17B' 
year of Paine’s birth), and 1745. Chiefly tbroug' 1 
influence Paine was appointed after fourteen rlltliV(y!. 
study, a supemuinary of excise. On December L '  ¡p. 
he was appointed to gauge brewers’ casks at Grom ’’ j  

In Febnmrv, 1768. he imid a. brief visit to Tb-'.. „■February, 1768, he paid a brief visit to j-»»-.. y 
after having been promoted to the position of excise 
at Lewes. When next he. saw his native place hr ' ,t 
a man of almost workl-wide notoriety, for the L' ()f 
American Revolution had taken place, and the 
Independence, in which he took so prominent :l F‘icla 
fought. On September 3, 1787, he arrived in 
from America, and proceeded straight to The'fi’ j,! 
entering the town by the London-road, past the ( ,| 
Grammar School where lie was educated, the Bell D ilV 
(little changed since (hen), to Heathenman-street O1,,! 
Guildhall-street). His father, from whom he reCt3lf()F 
affectionate letters to the last, had died the year 
and his mother had left the house in White Hnrt-W, - 
and was living at No. 9 Heathenman-street, in wb'Lp 
now the fifth bouse east of Pike-lane, on the north f 
of the. street. II is an ancient house of lafli and p'11“
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from th ' S,lud’ " ’HI1 low door und steps leading down 
200 years *"net entrance-hail. It is probably over
doubtles • ° • Here he stayed several months, and it is 
ns to bp0}™1? to this fact that there are strong traditions 
street Sfi lav*nS been born there. The name of the 
harmonis i0!1̂  occurring as early as 1507 —  also 
and \\'|̂ "| 111 P°pulni- thought with 1’ nine’s reputation, 
tradition' V,nd)^eS8 a factor in the persistence of the 
"itli Heathen-man ”  had, however, nothing to do
\v]l0 may, perhaps, have referred to the Danes,

in the Anglo-Saxon ( ’]C ‘ ^^aibed as “  heathen-men 
but the llo,ll<-des. This house was in St. Mary’s parish, 
Period oonfain no record of the Paines of that
Whistle - ,i" dl's occasion a local barber named Jack 
to Mr '¡lved baine, and in later years related this, fact 
:i i i , [ H  ll‘n Oldman, who went to school in the house, 
and his 1M ilt H|e age of 85. With his father dead, 
"hat 1 , ler uoe 91, Paine would doubtless be some-
in 178s'U1 V ’ IU!<1 wr*flno to Jefferson from Thetford early 
"’a n t i n IU Sa'd • “  After 1 got home, being alone and 
«1,;^ ‘Ulluseil>ent, 1 sat down to explain to myself (for 
rights s snc 1 11 thing) my ideas of national and civil 

dle histiiiction between them.”
Wi||i( ", h'n the people of Thetford look upon Paine as he 
h(illsV 1 le (ll|iet streets of the town, sat in the meeting- 
"I'Q i’ T  ° '1.i|Hed with the friends of his boyhood—Paine 
'■ - 1,11 written “  Common Sense ”  and “  The Crisis,”  

sword against the soldiers of
' - ■ ■ v < yj 11

‘ought with the
t'llfintr *’ !lad gHen ungrudgingly of his time, his 
filial ul*d bis money to the cause of the revolution, had 
A * * /0“ *  <d the highest positions in the government of 
V̂ashi) ' ’ and was the intimate friend of George

(.-¡in • lni?ton and the revolutionary leaders? So far as we 
ity j a< To from negative evidence, they evinced no hostil- 
expe . ,l|ue. With an illiterate populace, newspapers 
tictur. f '6’ - and with no organised system of obtaining 
KW o'l *> iuformation, iti seems probable that Paine’s 
ltll0\vn 111, the American Devolution was not generally 
Politi,* i Eights of Man ”  which aroused so much
CaUs ' i'11> P^-judice, and the “  Age of Reason ”  which 
by t„'j taine and his memory to be assailed for a century 
■iior'* !!rillly alld tugotry, bad not yet been written. It is 
¡is. )(> p lai1 probable that at that date, even had the facts 
'"'eu 81ne s connection with the War of Independence 
ii()( jouunonly recognised, sympathy would have been 
1‘ai,," °gether on the side of George LIT. Doubtless 
<0Ul(i / ’.ll)1(-l some of bis school-boy friends to whom he 
frjttll i , . (>f his adventures across the seas, and of his
Uiijj | l)s with the leading spirits in the newly-formed 
Hiot̂ 1 “Mates. On Sund ay he may have escorted hisStates.

the two hundred yards or so to the Friends’ 
list,„¡If lol,se and sat with her in the barn-like-building 
iu(|„j '8 to the testimonies of the saints, and possibly 
'liijn. ft. their utterances by the known facts, as to their
ill) *.V life

alio On this occasion Paine settled on his mother
"Saiii'•"ance °t 9s- per week, but whether he was ever 
l»^  -'' tbetowi, is not quite certain, though lie was 

I l ls '' ^ leie !1t the burial of his mother in May, 1790. 
kj iJy connection with Thetford was frequently alluded 
179]' l,eilds and foes during his lifetime. On May 28, 

'* caricature by Gillray was published, depicting 
S h ? 1̂ the' Crown for a new pair of revolution 
'h-cuj. < S' There is a lengthy soliloquy beneath in which 
1 tliy' | following: “  Lord! Lord! T wish I had a bit 

1 \v)ls * '.' -tape or buckram which I used to cabbage when 
"'nil,I ^Pprentice, to lengthen it out. Well, well, who 
's . lllve thought that I who have- served seven years 
■l''ii] |U ri’ia-entice, and afterwards worked four years as a

lllan tailor,”  etc. Another caricature bv Gil
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published in 1798 represents Paine fitting Brittunia with 
a new pair of stays—evidently a painful operation. On 
one side of the picture is a cottage and over the door a 
sign, with the following inscription: ”  Thomas Paine, 
staymuker from Thetford—Paris modes by express,”

W. G. CLARKE.

BELIEF IN IN-HUMANITY!

MR. ROY, in his article “  Belief in Humanity ”  appears 
to consider himself something of a mind-reader—or why 
does he so boldly claim to know my own particular 
thoughts ? He accuses me of thin],inn 1 had struck upon 
a great revelation in my criticism of ”  Equality.” For 
liis information let me assure him I thought of no such 
thing; nor have 1 ever attempted to criticise Marxism— 
for a Very good reason. / am not sufficiently interested 
in it.

Evidently Mr. Roy is a red-hot .Red—and like all other 
Communists who take themselves too seriously—he seems 
to possess a worshipping and all-consuming reverence for 
every word that ever issued from the mouths of Messrs. 
Marx and Lenin. No one,, however inadvertantly, must 
step upon bis Communistic corns—a Bolshevik bunion is 
so exceedingly tender!

1 am sure-we are all aware that the Capitalist system 
is very far from perfect, but from what I have read about 
Communism and conditions in the U.S.S.R. I can only 
conclude that the Communist system is even less ideal. 
(Read Dennis \\ heatley s “  Red Eagle,”  or Ethel Maniiin 
on her visit of investigation to Russia.)

At the risk of being termed an ”  idealistic dreamer 
1 do not agree that certain classes of humanity never can 
be reconciled. It may well take many generations and 
some hundreds of years to reconcile them; but is that 
any reason why the effort should not be made? As the 
poet says ”  There is no failure save in giving-up! ”

Democracy tends towards a levelling of the opposite 
extremes and is essentially a tolerant and freedom-loving 
doctrine. Can this be said of Communism, Fascism or 
Nazism? No country lias ever yet been forced to accept 
Democracy but the three systems above mentioned could 
only flourish by the forcible suppression of all opposition. 
They were born in a blood-bath and already two of them 
have perished in a blood-bath! I, personally, cannot 
believe in any political system that has to be forced on 
the people- by means of wholesale slaughter; and which 
can only survive by the ruthless and tyrannical subjec
tion of the masses.

Surely Mr. Roy has read the account of the eight Czech 
airmen who managed to escape from the Communist 
despots in Czechoslovakia by Hying to England. These 
men fought for the Allies (including 'Russia) yet, because 
they did not accept Communism and Russian domina
tion, they are forced to seek refuge here. Some of them 
had committed the unforgivable sin of marrying English 
girls, for which they were marked men, spied upon and 
distrusted in their own country, not daring to reveal their 
names publicly lest the parents they had left behind 
should be imprisoned! And this is what they said— “  The 
principles of free-living for which we had fought for six 
years existed no longer.”

Well, Mr. Roy, for you and for those of your persuasion 
Communism may be a fine- thing. But it is hell tea- those 
w ho don’t happen l<> agree w ith you ! Thanks very much, 
but I happen to prefer Jiriny under Democracy to dying 
under Totalitarianism.
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1 am not prepared to deny there are any virtues in 
Communism any more than 1 am prepared to deny there 
are many vices in Capitalism, but somewhere between 
the two extremes I believe the ideal doctrine can he 
found.

in defending his beloved Communism Mr. Hoy remarks 
that force and discrimination are necessary and that there 
can be no freedom without restriction. In other words, 
the Communistic conception of freedom is this: “  You 
are free to choose— For or Against— but God help you if 
you choose Against! " No, no, that is not my idea of 
freedom.

Finally, Mr. Hoy seems to be very peeved about what 
he calls “  the slanderous Capitalist Press,” because it 
has dared to criticise Russian tyranny in Czechoslovakia. 
Hut, after all, there surely is a striking resemblance in 
the Soviet policy of absorbing Europe to the Hitler tech
nique* which we have taken so much trouble' to 
exterminate.

Even if the obnoxious effluvia of the common skunk 
remains unnoticed by its doting off-spring— everybody 
else can smell it a mile away!

That is all, Mr. Kov.
W. H. WOOD.

PLOTTERS IN THE HOLY SEE

IV
IN Germany generally, the Catholics comprise, only one 
third of the population. In a number of the regions of 
Tri/.oniu, however, notably in the Rhineland and Bavaria, 
they constitute the overwhelming majority and here the 
traditional clerical domination persists to this day.

It is in these regions that with the connivance of the 
British and American Military authorities the Vatican's 
agents have of late been developing intense activity. 
Cardinal Faulhaber— longstanding friend of Pacelli and 
Eedochuwski, and an old champion of a “  Danubian Con
federation ” comprising Austria, Bavaria, the Rhine
land, etc.—continues to be the uncrowned king of 
Bavaria. An interesting report was given out some time 
ago that lie went out of his way to persuade the Bavarian 
ex-Crowii Prince Rupprecht to renounce his claim to the 
throne in favour of his nephew Otto Habsburg; the 
Austrian dynasty has long cherished pretensions to the 
entire Danubian basin,, a plan which has certain patrons 
in the United States (where Otto lived during the war).

Politically,- Bavaria is already a, Vatican dependency 
under American military control. The monarchist- 
clericalist Christian Social Union, which heads the 
Bavarian Government with 1J.S. backing, is Faulhaber’s 
personal organisation, and the Bavarian Premier, Eliard, 
is his creature of old.

In the Rhineland, Faulhaber has an ally in the person 
of Cardinal Flings of Cologne,, who is regarded as the 
unofficial leader of the Christian Democratic Union in 
Western Germany. Under his leadership, this Union 
has begun to extend its influence to the Right-wing 
Protestant circles, including such diehard reactionaries 
as Schlange-Schoeningen, a former co-adjutor of Hinden- 
burg and Hugenberg (Hitler's ally against the Weimar 
Republic) and now head of the food administration in the 
British zone.

An article in the London "  Tribune ”  entitled ** The 
Art of Sabotage ”  stated: —

“  Cardinal Frings is the spiritual leader of the new 
German Right. It was he who in a letter to a Left-

wing Catholic leader coined the slogan, 
enemy is on the Left.’ ”

The

This catchword has become the motto of Germ 
action. Frings has his private “  economic advisor}

an re* 
coi»1-

- * - o fcil,”  bent on food sabotage and consisting ot sonic |S
wealthiest of the German industrialists and lando j 
including Dinkelbach, the “  trustee ”  of the l 'll U||.lUer, 
industry. Another protege of Frings’ is re
former mayor of Cologne and now leader of m" jk, 
tian Democrats, who at one time represented the J o ^ 
Hank-Otto Wolff group-— the Catholic faction of the 
magnates. . .

As the Vaticanites conceive it,, a clerical bastion 
area between Cologne and Munich must i»«5' ‘ v 
extend its sphere of influence to Austria and ni ge(Jli 
where tile Catholic reaction is not wasting its tune■ .g]
under this angle,‘the recent outbursts of hysteria m u ^ t. 
quarters regarding the events in Hungary— .. vTaitv. 
subversive activities were led by Cardinal Mllicls' *v-

-assume aa German whose real name is Phem 
meaning. . ^

This year, the Hungarian people are observing 
centenary of the 1848 Revolution and pay homage  ̂^ 
leaders as national heroes. This is not to the . 
Cardinal Mindszehthy and other Catholic reaction1" ^ 
last year, he. declared on more than one occasion  ̂
wouki not participate in the celebration of the 1848 "v 1 ,
Among the jubilee .calendars issued for the cente»1,li  ()|j 
have been ]mt out by the Catholic “  Uj ember u)t. 
Publishing house, hi these two calendars 
poet and spiritual leader of the revolution— and his ) 
followers are denounced for having “  led the nat"',vtn 
disaster, and the church to destruction.”  They nr" 
charged with plunder and violence. The “  Deck" ' 1 ^ 
of independence,”  which is an occasion now mark"1 ■ 
a national holiday ., according to the Catholic cald" ‘ ■

involved the bulk of the nation in a great sin for " in"1

üidel

 ̂ i ]()8Hvve later had to pay with imprisonment . . . and the 
of national honour.”  .utlri'

Jesuit fascism is duplicating the old tactics of 
all along the line. At the same time, the Catholic 
tionaries are frenziedly and indefatigably active in 
to bolster up Franco’s tottering régime with (n
spite of the formal dropping of Spain from the MalS 
Plan. _ tetl

Mr. Myron Taylor—multi-millionaire American  ̂ tf| 
and banking chief*—holds the official position of Pelf' pi 
Representative of President Truman at the Vatic"1" ^ 
this quality lie conferred secretly with Franco a few 
ago' with an offer to make available both dollar and > 
ling credits, preferably through private banks.

Mr. Taylor is a Protestant—but religious denomin" ^  
is not important in affairs like this. After a gap 0 ,i- 
years, he was chosen to be the first American rep1'"-, j,, 
tative to the Vatican. His appointment, it was stabl1. ,| 
the American press, was made on the advice of *-'1 y.pr 
Spellman of New York,, one of the' most influential '* 
can schemers after the death of Ledochowski. .jy

Spellman climbed the ladder of the Catholic liier"’ "^ 
with spectacular speed. He is a graduate of Fom* 
University, the New York Jesuit academy. Untu . 
last war lie was just an ordinary provincial bishop; 
he is a member of the College of-Cardinals, Arcbbi* 
of New York, personal emissary of the Pope in nefOP ^  
tions with foreign governments, and Catholic Vient ,|
i i .  t t  cj ..........„ . l  x* 'P i— -------- 1, i . ; . - . ,  i i ,  . i j f  ‘the U.S. armed forces. Through him the policies ot

* U p  is director of the United States Steel Ckirpofl^H 
and closely connected with the firm of Morgan, which 11 
the controlling block of shares in the Steel Corporati01
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raau tHr ,^at*can City are being co-ordinated; Spell- 
I’ius'xil -e 'i1'6’ *s sP°ken of us the right hand of Pope 
the same 1- a Possible successor to the papal chair. At 
of Aina»; Inie be is °ue of the most influential inspirators 

The In 811 foreign policy.
was con,./8!10? ^e*ween the Holy See and Wall Street 
Vicar U ,  ̂^U1'mg the war when Spellman as Military
rei»embeied many trips t0 EuroPe— as wil1 be
h'oitedVt'f n°  ̂ more than 30 million Catholics in the 
divided * d • ’ but unlike the Protestant camp which is 
of the rUI' , mt0 llumerous separate sects, the majority 
°bedientl f i^ CS constitute a solid body of voters who 
import' + iobo'y the lead of their priests. This is a very 

• Amerie consideration to the leaders of the ruling 
Nation'TnFar^®8'* Since 1932, the chairman of the 
ably i,8 Committee of the Democratic Party has invari- 
+- ■' ■ een a Catholic. One of the biggest contributors40 thisPont Ai-Par^  s war chest is the banking firm of J. Pier- 
the Y: t°lga?  wb’°h during the war had been appointed 
fiol a Ican s financial agent in the United States. The 
accui i6e Was anxious to safeguard its huge funds,, 
of hL,-"U ated in the course of centurie-s, against the risk 

Tl “ 'S moth-eaten or devaluated in war-shaken Europe.
, in u'.'^C'ansaction, too, was arranged by Spellman who

•J received a Cardinal’s hat.
TOM HILL.

A Trip to Hell
Carij i l0»g after the opening of the Newcastle and 
day f V Eabway (Ì841), the management advertised a 
thor0 Up 4o Carlisle on Sunday. Alongside the posters 
A v , ’d Peared,, as if by magic, another poster which read : 
and ' ai(j f°r Sabbatli Breaking. People taken swiftly 
Ifjil '“ cly to Hell, next Lord’s dav, by the Carlisle 
“ for 7s- 6(1 ■ ft is a pleasure trip.— (Erom

1 "ays of Britain,”  by O. S. Nock.)

CORRESPONDENCE

8 ON AQUINAS
stood’ ^ unfortunate that Mr. Wood has not under- 
«oog,,.niA thesis, however his own statement serves to 
'''ion U ,rnA. charge that he is an “  ignorant and ill- 
to p0: critic.”  It is, of course, unnecessary for me
casp ,.1; °ut that failure to understand one’s opponent’s 

As ,S<fUahfies one as a critic. 
cxeeii'̂ 1' ex!ttnple facetiousness, Mr. W ood’s letter is
apj j .> had he remained in the category of the witty 
to qUu°1U? ’ there would have been very little with which 
S r C  ’ lette would have been merely an amusing 
hie U 1?1)- However, his relapse into seriousness in 
^ n l  Para8raPh provides an outstanding
stateil f  °f illogical and muddle-headed thinking. His 

Wlt tbat “ • • • the totality of contingent exist
in g  eaii j only be analogical with contingent non-

t*® Statements about one mode of existence may
!*aaloo'.  intim ately about another mode of being 

^hthes ly), but’ because being and non-being are 
A the otlf ’ statements about the one cannot be extended 
h'- \V() i ' Further, it is pertinent to ask, ”  What does 

,0<l mean by the term ‘ contingent non-being.’ ?”

'Sloni . s JUSI nonsense. An existence cs 
^OaloojCaJ with anything else, statements may 

g ('ally, but even if we amend his sentence

a i i  existence cannot De 
be used

, even n vie uiucuu ms sciucuce to read
bf.ttStn4ements about the totality . . . ”  the result is

I will be very interested to know how Mr. Wood differ
entiates between different modes of non-being and also 
what conception Mr. Wood lias of these different modes. 
I would remind Mr. Wood that in the final paragraph of 
my article I stressed the fact that the priority of exist
ence over essence was one of the premises of the Thomist 
Cosmological Argument, and I am sufficiently acquainted 
with logic to know that if the premises are destroyed 
then the argument collapses. So I fail to see why Mr. 
Wood should choose to reiterate my statement.— Yours, 
etc., I». D. Smith.

PESSIMISM AND OPTIMISM
Sir,—Without wishing to become involved in a 

“  pessimism versus optimism ”  conflict, may I be per
mitted a few comments on a point raised by Mr. Moore 
in your issue of May 1G?

Mr. Moore's cheerful outlook may or may not be 
justified, but his assertion that man with £4 per week 
is able to enjoy the “  luxuries ”  of the finest films, the 
world’s literature and music, plus an occasional theatre, 
needs some qualification.

Perhaps Mr. Moore will tell us how, on an income of 
■'£4 per week, a man and his wife (not to mention 
children) can pay for shelter—with a weekly rent of, say, 
£2—food, clothes, heating and lighting, and the afore
mentioned “  luxuries ” ? I have omitted such important 
details as 'tobacco and beer out of consideration for Mr. 
Moore’s unearthly cheerfulness.

One feels that the people who are so anxious to freeze 
wages, whilst producing atomic bombs in order to pre
serve peace, must be very grateful for the assistance so 
gratuitously tendered by Mr. Moore; and will probably 
recommend the immediate inauguration of a Society of 
Cheerful Hearts.— Yours, etc.,

J. Plimmer.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp
stead).—Sunday, 12 noon; Highbury Corner, 7 p.m .: 
Mr. L. Ebury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park).—Sun
day, 4 p.m. : Messrs. E. C. Sachin, Jamiss Hart, Gf. Wood, 
PL Page.

LONDON—Indoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C. 1).—Sunday, 11 a .m .: “  Reflections at Pour Score 
Years,”  Mr. S. K. Ratcliffe.

CO UNTRY— Outdoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Car Park, Broadway).—Sunday, 
7 p.m. : Mr. H. Day.

Colne.—Wednesday, June 16, 7-45 p.m .: Mr. Clayton.
Glasgow (Brunswick Street).— Sunday, 3 p.m. : Messrs. S. 

Biiyden, E. Lawasi and J. Humphrey.
Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7-30 p.m. t 

Mr. .1. Barker.
Leyland (Market).—Sunday, 3-15 p .m .: Mr. J. Clayton.
Nottingham (Old Market Square).—Sunday, 7 p .m .: Mr. T. M. 

Mosley.
Preston (Market).—Sunday, 7 p.m .: Mr. J. Clayton.
Sooutbottom (Rossendale).—P'riday, June 11, 7 p.m.: Mr. J. 

Clayton.
Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’s Pool).—Sunday, 7-30 p .m .: 

-Messrs. A. Samjis and G. L. Greaves.
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★ FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF  ★

PAMPHLETS FOR THE PEOPLE
By CHAPMAN COHEN

MORALITY WITHOUT GOD
Is the assertion true that to “ destroy religion all moral 
restraint will be removed? ” Or is morality natural and 
has nothing to do with God?

WHAT IS THE USE OF PRAYER?
Do Christians receive an answer, or is prayer a matter of 
habit and_ custom?

MUST WE HAVE RELIGION?
What has religion to otl'er that cannot be gained without 
it?

WHAT IS FREETHOUGHT?
Why has the term come to mean opposition to religion? 

THE CHURCHES FIGHT FOR THE CHILD
The future of religion depends on the capture of the 
child.

WHAT IS THE USE OF A FUTURE LIFE?
Can a future life compensate? Does it solve the prob
lems to which this life gives rise? Is it of any moral 
value?

ATHEISM
Is the term “ God ” an explanation or a narcotic? 

AGNOSTICISM
A word meaning Atheism masquerading under a lesser 
socially objectionable name.

An extremely useful means of Freethought propaganda.
Each pamphlet 2d., postage id.

The complete set of 18 titles 3s. 2d., post free.

PAMPHLETS
By C. G. L. Du CANN

HOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST
Do the Churches follow the example of their Founder, in 
war, in peace, in morality? Price 9d.; postage Id.

THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS
How many Christians follow the teachings of Christ? 
How much arc Bishoprics and ecclesiastical appointments 
worth? Price 4d.; postage Id.

THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Was Jesus the “ family man,” the “ humanitarian,” the 
“ great teacher?” Price 4d.; postage Id.

WILL YOU RISE FROM THE DEAD?
An examination of the evidence for the Resurrection. 
What truth is there in the Gospel stories? Price 6d.; 
postage Id.

An indictment of the Christian Church and its teachings. 
The set of four pamphlets 2s. Id., post free.

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING
By CHAPMAN COHEN

Series Nos. I, 2, 3 and 4 
Each volume about 160 pages

Essays include :—
Religion and To-day. Religion and the State-
Do Miracles Happen? Religion and the Young-
Praying for Rain. Is Religion of Use?

Price 2s. 6d., postage 2Id.
The four vols. 10s. 6d., post free

THE VATICAN  POLICV in the 
SECOND W ORLD W AR

By L. H. LEHMAN

F. A. Ridley in review : Dr. L. H. Lehman, a 
of outstanding critical ability and “  inside ”  knotvledg 
of the ramifications of that arch - enemy in eve ' 
sphere, the Roman Catholic Church.

52 pages. Paper covers only, I s .  3 d . ,  postage

THE AGE OF REASON
By THOMAS PAINE

The book that has survived over a century of abuse 
and misrepresentation.
Includes a critical introduction and life by Chapu13̂  
Cohen and a reproduction of a commemoration plafi11 
subscribed by American soldiers in this country'
230 pages. Price, cloth, 3 s. Paper, 2 s . Postage 3̂ ‘

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE
By CHAPMAN COHEN

A Criticism of Professors Huxley, Eddington, Jean:> 
and Einstein, including a reply by Prof. Eddingto” '

3rd Edition. 136 pages. Cloth 3s 6 d . ,  postage3 ’̂ 
Paper cover 2 s .

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
By G. W. FOOTE and W . P. BALL

Specially compiled for easy reference. For Freethinkers 
and Inquiring Christians

References given for Bible Contradictions, Absurdities, 
Atrocities, Prophecies and Immoralities

<)th edition. 2nd printing. 176 pages.
Price 3s., Cloth only. Postage 2 \d.

Just Published

“  Christianity and Ethics
By CHAPMAN COHEN

No. 18 . Pamphlets fo r  the Peoplg
Price 2d. Postage Id.
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