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J J ^ e n t  or a position.5t _ r _______  B ut we can com m ence with cho
 ̂ einent that an Atheist is one w ho does not believe in 

„ ’ 0fj- In fact, J should not know a god if I ran into one, 
|kat is the ease with all. I  have not the slightest notion 

Sai lat a god looks like, and 1 fancy an opponent is in the 
i(, Portion . “  God ”  is a name, he is not a thing. 
¡,uile’  ̂ believe that is true o f all gods. They are unknow- 

j ‘ 1 *iey often begin in a drejun and end in a nightmare. 
,JV that endorsed in many ways. For exam ple: I turn 
I, (,* pages o f a reliable dictionary to find out what 
,lil(j " ls like .and find a num ber o f different descriptions, 
l„ most certain one is that “  God is one of a class of 
iV| ‘ iful spirits.”  That sounds all right, but it leaves one 
iii ('¡1.e l̂e wns- Hunting for a God is interesting, because 
e '" 'g  seems to com e out o f it. W here gods are con- 
i1 n<!:d, the less you know about gods the more certain 
. c them their cham pions becom e.

, Personally 
** bor '

J  »
n in the

1 should lie more willing to believe that gods 
. . „he darkness o f Man, for the only tim e we 

, 1,1 understand a picture o f God is where lie appears as 
, 1||(m. And that gives rise to the question : “  Did man 
¡!"*e God, or did G od make m a n ?”  M y bet is on the first 

It is in museums that they com e as gods and then 
l||̂v to almost nothing. Finally, modern science is in 
dem ent, that there was a time when in the history of 

j!'"n gods had not begun. One very great authority oil 
J"  beginnings and ancestry of mankind has suggested that 

I A'k came into existence when men. had sufficient power of 
,.'°Ught to recognise good and bad, and to  wonder what 
'■Hi of power dominated the changeableness o f human life. 
f " i s  further suggested that at all times there were some 

" ll0 believed in a god, but that a dumb kind o f Atheism 
1 s°  existed.

If one were not familiar with the vagaries of religious 
'Zon ing , one would be surprised at any condition, social 
,f individual, being taken as the consequence o f either the 
,Mesence or the absence of religious belief. For if experience 
’?0«s for anything, it proves conclusively that religious belie! 
’’.‘ny co-exist with every conceivable condition of vice or 
' " ’tue, o f health or disease. The religious belief o f  a fool 
“bay i)e !ls fervent as that of a philosopher. A criminal 
"ay believe as sincerely as a thoroughly virtuous person, 
ke sweater will repeat his confessions o f faith with as 

' luch earnestness as the sw eater’s victim . People have 
' (>He to the stake in the name o f the same D iety that ttiosc 
"’ho sent them there believed in. Neither poverty nor

wealth, neither vice nor virtue, neither cruelty nor kind
ness creates religious conviction. Its existence is consonant 
with any and every condition both o f the individual and of 
society. This is one o f the plainest lessons of history and 
experience, and the ignoring o f it by religious people is 
just one more piece o f evidence o f how ineffective religion 
is for purposes of mental and moral discipline.

It is not merely the absence of a- belief in God that pious* 
people have in mind when the phrase “  practical A theism ”  
is used. N o purpose would be served if it only meant that 
people did not believe in God, but were all right in their 
dom estic and social relations. The way to refer to people 
of this kind is to speak of them as being Christians without 
knowing it. To give point to the expression, it m ust be 
applied to people whose conduct is plainly reprehensible, 
or whose general condition is deplorable. The useful fact is. 
not that these people do not believe.in  God, but that they 
are bad citizens. They may, as they often do, believe in 
God, and are not Atheists at a ll ; but this circum stance is 
screened by the blessed word “  practical.”  If they are 
not Atheists in theory, well, they at least act. as though 
there were no God of whom they stand in d rea d ; and to 
those who cannot conceive morality as resulting from  any 
other force than that of a policeman, earthly or heavenly, 
the argument is conclusive enough. They are carrying out 
in practice what all Atheists would do if they married their 
conduct to  then theory. The Tlieist who is a Imd man is 
so because he does not allow his belief to direct his prac
tice. The Atheist who is good is so because he, also, does 
not square his conduct with his theory. It is the good old 
game o f heads 1 win, tails you lose. An old game, and yet 
one that is continuously played with success wherever 
unscrupulousness encounters stupidity.

W h y  on earth should religionists place the responsibility 
for the w orld ’s evil on Atheism— practical or theoretical? 
W hen it suits their game, wo are assured that Atheism 
makes no advance; on the contrary it is suffering from  a 
constant decrease. Atheists are few in number, they say, 
and exert but little influence. W hy then, give to ‘ ‘ practical 
Atheism the responsibility for the w orld ’s undesirable con 
dition ? Surely if the charge lie solidly based, Atheism is 
one of the m ost powerful of the w orld ’s forces. A theory 
cannot at the same time be without influence and yet he 
responsible for the existence of one of the largest o f social 
facts. The Christian ought to make up his mind which 
course of argument ho will adopt— and stick to it. The 
Atheist is quite prepared to m eet him in either direction. 
But how is one to  attack n man who takes up, at the 
same time, both positions? If the Atheist does not meet 
him, it is because ho declines to be met. l ie  gathers his 
stupidity around him like a coat o f arm our; and against 
stupidity even the gods fight, in vain.

The world as we know it is really not an Atheist world. 
Atheism has never had the direction o f affairs. The present
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generation of man springs from a religious stock, with the 
religious factor becom ing m ore and more pronounced as 
we retrace its history. People have based their theories of 
morals and o f social institutions on religion. They have 
looked to religion in times of health and disease, o f joy 
and sorrow. It is the priest, not the Atheist teacher, who 
lias the world in leading strings. Priests and parsons have 
elaborated extensive and costly m achinery for dealing with 
evils o f various kinds. Still, the evils remain. And it will 
clearly not do to place the responsibility for their con 
tinuance upon a theory which has never been consciously 
advocated by but a fraction o f the people, which was never, 
until recent tim es, allowed to consciously air itself at all, 
and which, even now, can only be advocated when its 
advocates are prepared to  face penalties for their speech. 
The religionist is really on the horns of a dilem m a. He 
must either admit that religion is responsible for the evils 
lie  lam ents or that it is powerless to remove them. And 
his case is m ost exquisitely damned on either conclusion.

Besides, neither the lower-class nor the upper-class dregs 
of our population are really Atheistic. Our neuropaths, and 
our socially degraded classes, actually contain a larger pro
portion of religionists than does the normal population oi 
the country. W hy, we are always being told by 'preachers 
how little Freethought there is among the lower classes; 
how eagerly they listen to the preacher, and how gladly they 
receive his message. The working man who threw up his 
hat and called for “  three cheers for Jesus,”  has becom e 
magnified in stock figures for popular preaching. E xper
ience proves that the lower the district the more religious 
the people and the less likelihood there is of the Freethought 
speaker getting— not merely a fair hearing, tu t  any hearing 
at all. Exam ples o f sensualism, case o f moral degradation, 
or a submerged social class, cannot, by the wildest stretch 
o f imagination, be attributed to Atheism. They are far 
more the products of generations o f unreason and m is
direction o f energies. And when a sensualist is found, he 
will, in nine cases out o f ten, spend no small portion o f his 
tim e in defam ing Atheism , if he is bitten with the itch  of 
either speakng o r  writing.

The only honest and intelligible meaning o f practical 
Atheism is living w ithout belief in God. And why should 
this be supposed to result in evil living, in ignorance, and 
in a general disregard for on e ’s duties and responsibilities? 
These things are not now seriously charged against Atheists. 
On the contrary, the Christian is som etim es told that many 
Atheists set him  an example in right living, although the 
value of the com plim ent is discounted by the assurance 
that the avowed Atheist is what he is because o f his 
Christian environment. So that while a Christian environ
ment cannot keep a believer straight, it is duly credited 
with having that influence on the unbeliever. The truer 
aspect of the case was m uch more clearly and fairly put by 
a very great Judge, and also a fine thinker: —

“  If human life is in the course of being fully des
cribed by science, I  do not see what materials there are 
for anv religion, or indeed, what would be the use of 
one, or why it is wanted. W e can get o n  very well 
without one ; for, though the view of life which science 
is opening to us gives us nothing to worship, it gives us 
an infinite num ber o f things to enjoy. . . . The world 
seems a very good world, if it would only last. It is 
full o f  pleasant people and curious things, and I  think

their eyes
a w /  'fleU (' IK* 1 1 0  o reat difficulty in turning 
a Jy from  its transient character. Love,
tl ou a01! ’ nSCienee> literature, art, politics,

usand other matters will g0  equally well, as far as I
God or a future

friendship.
and u

state!”6 ’ Whether there is »  ™ t a

d e s ig n e d l/ ¡s, in, truth, onlv one o f the many cries
G  us y i r ; . t,10U.glltlessl3- used in the interests o f r & « * -

«« acatch -ph n ”Se /v h ic !tStbfaiS1it y ;  0t'hei'S repèat ifc beCftUfIn either <-i > • °  ’ * ley know will please their read»rs‘
which reliVIn.n J 1S ° Û  ° ne m ore illustration o f the n ay ¡n

’ ancl ■ lsehood are well-tried

Misrepresentation.
. weapons in tl,e

< hnstian armoury, and fervent believers will never dispense 
1 f lieir use until intellectual enlightenm ent has robbe 

them of their efficiency. Ignorance is the mother o f devo- 
Ioa, ani  ̂ «* bas a not very distant relationship to all fom1

theoretical aI1of personal and social vice. Christianity,
practical', has not yet succeeded in making the world "
lt m igllt W  beeffi and im provem ent has generally result*«

taken out o f its befldsfrom  the control o f affairs bein 
Atheism , theoretical and practical, inore
j .  • • , . * - , could not fail
decisively in the future than religion has in the past. A»«

with its conse-it m ay well be that practical A theism ,’ .»— ■- ffl.
quent faith in the power o f human knowledge and 
tion, m ay go far towards solving problem s that have ^ js 
stood the attacks o f religion. The assistance of the  ̂
has not protected man from  failure. Tt is only 00,1 
sense to  now try  what can he done w ithout their uid. ^

C H A P M A N  C O ilEh-

on

A STUDY OF HUMAN CREDULITY

BERGEN EVANS, in his Natural History of Nonsense, 0 * ‘‘ 
Joseph, 1947, 12s. 6d.), surveys and exposes the outstanj^^ 
superstitions to which mankind most persistently cling. * ^
of our most cherished beliefs concerning the lower animal* ^
challenged, and our author successfully replaces romance

1 , ; .........„ „ 1 . ----------  4.—  ___ „...'nri W',<‘ .realism. Yet, some of his conclusions seem too sweeping jj 
he regards as settled, certain biological problems that are s

nak4-“
-unsolved.

Bergen Evans is an uncompromising Freethinker, who n,a 
no concessions to the current religious creed. Ilis ope111' 
chapter on Adam’ s navel is equally instructive and ainus'1' 
while he recalls that as late as 1675 the learned Jes'jV 
Kircherus, included griffins and mermaids among A0a 
menagerie in the Ark. Ho also notes that in the earliest edd1̂  
of the Encyclopaedia Hritannica the flood story is acCePa<’
but “ by the eleventh edition (1911) the story is described »* .

.serve that in the fourteenm yth; though it is curious to observe tnat in __  -
(1943 revision) the expression of scepticism is more guard1 
Perhaps the news that the Ark has recently been discoW1 
‘ embedded and preserved by ico ’ on tho top of Mount Ai'll,< 
had led them to doubt their own doubts, though it, is more lJj1 • 
that they were merely considering the susceptibilities of a "’ ft  ̂
circle of subscribers. The Mountain of Learning' has 1,1:1~ |W't
more than one tentative step towards the Mahomet of ignoi’111 
in our time.”

Evans emphasises the truth that modern science is of '  'j 
recent origin. Darwin might have been seen by milli°ns j 
still living men. More recently still, Pavlov, Pasteur, Lister 
Freud were conducting their inquiries. Moreover, two oentu11' 
since, demonology, especially in the form of witchcraft,
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■diiuist universally credited. Executions of those accused of this 
""aginary crime were common in New England in the 18th 
'‘ "tuiy, ¡{ the belief was almost extinct in Britain. But during 
¡,e decade 1926-36, fifteen cases were reported in the U.S.A., 

distributed among New York. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New 
exieo, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Massachusetts.
D®»l>ite our vaunted progress, the old wives’ tales eagerly enter 
,"ed by all classes, are many and varied. Evans examines the 

cv‘dences advanced in favour of these fables and, in the great 
"'ajovity of cases, finds them completely inconclusive. Among 
,|f'lers, the queer stories of beast children are critically _ cou
riered. Tales of infants suckled and adopted by animals figure 

ft« list only to be dismissed as fabulous, while long-credited 
’“counts of child marriage in India at a very immature age, are 
l«avily discounted by our iconoclastic investigator.
B°ft in Europe and America the absurdest fancies concern

j Wember 9, 1947 __________ _______

" , g
conception, childbirth, menstruation and kindred phenonema

■uk"1 nil efforts to remove them, for they form part of
g(,|) s la  ̂ and social tradition and, as we all know, what is 
11 ®l'a%  regarded as gospel, must be true.
I, animals were specially created for man's betterment and 
p|. was for centuries taught and believed throughout 
^^d-ndom. St. Augustine declared that wild creatures were 
g f,iied to punish, to test, to exercise or instruct mankind.

obsL'n , 's that: “ The extent to which such ratiocinations 
f°l!ti<l ai'i'ied is rather startling to the modem mind, which has
attrj'
Hot

inscrutability to be the most prominent of the Divine 
'■bates. Pope’s hearty assurance, for example, that man does

Jiin llw<l a bear’ s fur to keep him warm because God has given 
bi| '''ftDigence and skill enough to shoot the.bear and kill it,

to convey the comfort in the twentieth century that it 
q ~ly did in the eighteenth. We have an uneasy suspicion 

4 fur-bearing animals grow their skins primarily for their
j1 convenience.”

.■ " -fideation of God’s ways to man is also illustrated by the 
a Jlls reflections of Captain Scoresby, the whaler, lie  was 
j1( ""nded by the many millions of medusae scattered over the 

lftern seas. These multitudes of jellyfish seemed so much 
1( _ °Plasmic waste. But the devout Captain soon unveiled the 
Ĵ’stery, for q, appeared that the medusae provided food for 

^ shoals of herring that nourished file seals, so toothsome to 
. polar bears who were thus prevented from wandering south 

trespassing on man’s food supplies. Moreover, notes 
" satirical Evans, “ the medusae feed the whales which supply 

;i w'th whale oil (wherewith we may read of God’ s word by night 
|S W«U as day) and whalebone whereof are made corsets to pro- 

"jt our illusions as to the divinity of the human race.”
'ho assertion that the civilised races are declining both in 
''»•togth and stature, Evans proves utterly erroneous, for 
' “arch work shows that wherever healthy conditions prevail 

¡i . ’ an adequate supply of nourishing food, an increase in 
''Sflt and virility usually results.
Apart from cantharides, our author doubts whether any 

‘'"aine aphrodisiac is known to exist. “ Alcohol, it is true,

"s

has the effect of one; but it operates not, so much by 
"creasing thoughts of love, as by lessening thoughts of eon- 

jluonces.”  Oysters, prunes, onions and tobacco have all been 
"'cured as sexual excitants, while the Elizabethans provided 
*l|,lnes for free meals in their houses of ill-fame.

Alcohol functions both as a stimulant and as a sedative, and 
® gather that two distinguished physicians, l)rs. Haggard 

'"d Jellinek, of the Yale University School of Medicine, after 
exhaustive study have come to the conclusion that “ the ascrip- 

of stomach ulcers, arterio-sclerosis, kidney diseases, cancer, 
"d especially cirrhosis of the liver, to alcoholism as the due 

E’lialties of wickedness is unjustifiable.”  This liver disease is 
' '"Union among heavy drinkers, but it also occurs among 
ftstainers. Again, these medical authorities found less 
"rdening of the arteries and less cancer among chronic 

'dcoholics than among the general population of the same age.

•103

Perhaps there are, as Rabelais said, “ more old topers than 
old doctors.”

Then there is the exasperating problem of the common cold, 
which seems insoluble. “  The experts, however,”  observes 
Evans, “  say that colds are caused by ‘ a filterable virus ’ plus 
the action of variable factors, including chilling. Which being 
interpreted means that colds are caused by whatever it is that 
causes colds.”  In any case, in the course of life, the under
signed has tried scores of infallible cures that, have had no 
remedial effect whatever.

In his chapter entitled “  Never Mind,”  Evans ridicules the 
popular fallacy which conceives the mind as an entity distinct: 
from the body. Man is also supposed to be the only mammal 
possessing reasoning powers, all others being guided by jnstinet. 
In fact, in popular estimation, mind and soul are equivalent 
existences. Yet, tin unwarranted assumption that man’s mental 
powers are immensely superior to those of other animals tin? 
been completely overthrown by scientific research. Loeser, 
Yerkes and other anthropologists have demonstrated that the 
intelligence of the higher mammals is akin to our own. “  They 
can combine parts of several past experiences in order to solve 
an immediate problem. And of what else can reason consist?”

Whether human nature changes fundamentally or not, human 
beings react to their surroundings very differently in one age 
to what they do in another. Amusements that gratified our 
great-grandfathers would shock humane sentiment to-day. 
As Evans reminds us, torturing sensitive animals for amusement 
was almost universal in Christendom a century ago, if Moslems 
and other non-Christians condemned it.. A handbill dated 1702 
announces the diverting entertainment to take place at Hockley 
in the Hole in England, where a bull “  with fireworks all over 
him, and two or three cats tied to his tail and dogs after them,” 
was exhibited. Other sports and pastimes, equally degrading, 
were extremely popular.

Evans queries the common belief that exceptionally gifted 
children die young. Some certainly depart early, hut the 
available evidence apparently proves that most precocious 
children justify their promise of future distinction. For example: 
“ John Stuart Mill began to learn Greek when he was three. 
Shelley and Pop3 wrote excellent poetry in their early teens. 
Clerk Maxwell contributed papers to the Royal Society before 
ho was twenty, and Einstein was only eighteen when he first 
proposed the theory of relativity.”  It is true that Chatterton 
committed suicide as a boy, and Keats died from consumption, 
while Mozart and Schubert were early victims of fever. Still, 
the great majority of infant prodigies enjoy fair health and its 
accompaniment, long life.

Evans deeply deplores the injustices which the Negroes suffer 
in the IJ.S. He, himself, is an American, and judging from 
his references to the New World Jews, it is to.be feared that 
nnti-somitism is gaining influence in the U.S., as elsewhere. 
Evans concedes that the commercial Jew, like his Gentile com
petitor, is determined to “  get on ”  and is not always innocent 
of business smartness. But, ns early observers such as Dickens 
and Mrs. Trollope declared, and as our author caustically 
reminds his countrymen: “ The very traits, by the way, for 
which the Jew and other recent immigrants to the I'.S.A. are 
hated— their unscrupulousness in driving a bargain, their 
equivocation, the fact that ‘ you’ve got to watch them,’ their 
boastfulness, penuriousness, aggressiveness, energy, and willing
ness to endure privation and even insult, for the sake of a 
dollar—all these are pioneer American virtues. There is nothing 
in the whole sordid catalogue that was not charged against us, 
before the Greeks and Jews, over came, by European visitors 
and freely admitted by our grinning forebears. ”

As we have seen, Bergen Evans is no conventional writer and, 
whether wo agree with or dissent from some of his conclusions, 
his volume richly merits, and should receive a wide welcome 
from l he intelligent reading public.

4’. F. PALMER.
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GOD’S FIRST MISTAKE

IN the beginning God created heaven and earth, but it was not 
much of a job. The earth was without form and void, terribly 
dark and lonely. But being a real God, Jehovah set to work and 
soon, the sun was shining, (lowers blooming, fruit trees in full 
production, fish in the waters and birds in the air, then in a rich, 
godly baritone he declared it was good. He then made 
man and woman, telling them to be fruitful and multiply, and 
that’s where he made the first mistake. So long as flowers, fruit, 
fishes, birds and animals were the sole occupants, the earth, 
air and waters retained their original beauty and setting. But 
as soon as man and woman arrived and in obedience to the divine 
command, “ be fruitful and multiply,”  things began to take on 
a different shape. It was an easy and pleasant command for 
man to obey, but the result on God’s earth was disastrous. Alan 
was soon scrambling all over the earth, destroying, damaging, 
and spoiling wherever he went and getting completely out of 
God’ s control. The moment man saw God’s fish in the sea 
and rivers he began dragging them out and eating them. Jehovah 
was just helpless while man went on picking his flowers and 
chewing his fruit, trapping the' animals and shooting the birds, 
filling his pockets with nuts and conkers. Next, man began to 
rummage beneath the soil, hauling out coal in tons by the 
million, pumping out oceans of oil, prospecting and probing all 
over the world for Jehovah’s hidden stores, scrounging for 
precious stones and metals, boring, tunnelling and excavating, 
and dumping tin rubbish all over countryside. Finally pollut
ing the air with smoke, poisoning the rivers with factory dis- 
i barges, and burning up all the combustible materials he can 
lay hands on. The Bible God can do nothing to stop if, the 
smashing and grabbing goes on ceaselessly, man has taken 
possession and control and Jehovah has become redundant in 
his own garden.

Fortunately, all men are not alike and nature lovers have 
always existed in all lands. Thanks to such, efforts have been 
made from time to time to preserve beauty spots and living 
things from those ravages, but with little success. In 1872 
America made a serious move and by an Act of Congress estab
lished the Yellowstone National Park, the first of its kind in 
the world, and thus began a movement to set aside selected sites 
for the preservation of animal and botanical life, as well as 
affording pleasure to nature lovers. Yellowstone National Park 
is famous for the beauty of its sixty-two miles long and fifty 
four miles wide area. The Belgian Congo also possesses an 
extensive National Park, and South Africa has its Kruger 
National Park, In Australia a similar reserve exists at Belair, 
as also does one. in Switzerland. Other reserves or sanctuaries 
exist where botanical and animal life is protected from man’s 
destructive habits and attentions.

Ill Britain we are not so fortunate—our restricted area and 
fruitful inhabitants need too much of our acreage for food pro
duction and housing to allow for extensive National Parks. But 
lovers of nature are a world wide fraternity, and Britain has its 
full share of men and women who can read beauty and poetry 
into the wild blooms of forest, field, and fen ; who can feel kin
ship with the winged choristers in their songs of hope ; and to 
whom the swell and roll of the ocean waves has a far deeper 
message than mere wetness. Emerson said : “  Though we travel 
the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with us, 
or w • find it not.”  How thoroughly true. Nature is beautiful 
only to those in tune with nature. Happy is the one who can 
stand speechless in admiration to a wonderful landscape, far 
from the sight or sound of any other human, and hold silent 
discourse with the scene, feel the warmth of companionship with 
nature and interpret the gestures of welcome stirred by the sun- 
warmed play of a summer breeze on leaf and flower. The feeling 
is well expressed by Wordsworth in his “  Daffodils."

or other open sie irV  lV 'le 0̂VI I’S, many of them donors of parks 
mg number of b e ilt  ' 1̂ * 6 ° We the preservation of an increas- 
can rest and sue-1- ^ S,,° ts where man, beast, birds, and flowers 
might even h-ive**! "'i 00,11,110,1 language of nature, and we
Jehovah had not ,,i d | °U1. °Wn extensive National Parks if
he fruitful and n/Vi ' i  US *'ls( m*stako in conininwlint' man h*It. H. ROSETTE

CHOICE FOR THE CHILD

i.
GLANCING at the calendar, 1 said: “ Tomorrow's tin 
April. Then the new Education Act comes into force,

l ist i*

did not expect iny innocuous remark to have the effect i ^
The teacher seated opposite me widened his eyes, thrust 
jaw and retorted sardonically: “ "Very appropriate date.

“ Who’re the fools?”  ., ¿r
“ Don’t know for sure; Parliament, parents, teai m 1 

children. Perhaps all of ’em.”  i •atio’i
“  You don’ t join in the chorus of praise for the new Ei ue‘ 

A ct?”
“  I do not.”  This emphatically.
“ Why not?”
“  Because it isn’t an Education Act.”
“ Then what is it? ’ whic,‘A mongrel crossbred between Fascism and religmn, ^
it unnaturally go hand in hand when you have a State 
at socially is the preserve of the governing class, its 11 (il

society as th

not
that socially 
drawn from the

preserve 
same section of Minis«’1'

Education and his associates who wish to keep Hie mass •lMK * 
disciplined and subdued in the name of law and order.

“ That takes some believing.”  ¡j
“  I know it does. There’s no proof of the sort which 1 ^

be produced as evidence in a law court. One has to te *' 
to know it, to feel it, to experience it.”

“  As you think you have.”  >,„•
“ As I have. ”  . . .  ...„lieNotice the people who’re most enthusiastic ^ 

the new Act. Apart from priests, parsons, ministers, pious « •_ 
and others who have special reasons for their enthusiasm, 
who welcome the measure are not parents or children. 1 • |(1
politicians, bureaucrats, officers, employers, all kinds of I1"* 
who’ve interest in seeing the populace regimented, or have >•
thing to gain by it.”

“  Like teachers?”  _ , , j
“  Yes. We're bribed by increases of salaries and n.ore ll  ̂

for the totality of us, as there'll be for inspectors, organ** , 
supervisors and all manner of officials. The Ministry 
Education's the most bureaucratic Department in Whitehall- 

“ Possibly.”  .
“  Yet it’ s not free. Other Ministries use it as their jnstrum1 ,ii*

W'C1*’

apart from the Churches, which seem to have a big iiM-v 
educational administration.”

“  That’ s obvious. How about the other Departments
State?”  -

“  We teachers can tell from our work. Once we 
teachers. Now we’ve ceased to be so. We rt- breumin/ a liii'-t1” 
of Government narks and junior curates.”

“ Explicate the details.”
“  At tin* way we’ re going we do less and less class t.ach11,r . en n . , , .ToP

The .Ministry of Health’s concerned about the physical ucvci 
iflent of children. So we distribute milk, manage meals,
cards for glasses, boots and clothing, arrange for dental, 01■tli"'
pedic, eyesight and clinic treatment, organise open-air ten»0 j 
camps, country holidays, visits and travel, evening institutes -1" 
youth movements, orchestras, choirs, drama, take gymnast’1 
dancing and games, as well ns school gardens and works!»1!



ll. November 9 , 1947 THE FREETHINKER 405

rk»
as-
er*
wi>
if
to

All
Hal:

those things make inroads on teaching, beside needing 
“borate records to be kept. Nearly every one has its npj.ro 

register and dockets to be filled in detail.”
Aes. j  bear complaints from teachers of the indorsing

tilll' six-nt on clerical duties.”

II.
(.| _ .*’*s 0IU‘ laughed briefly, settled himself more easily in 1 is

¡'"A an,l continued: —
*m'1 Is wasted. That isn’ t all. During the war there

( salvage collections and savings, arranging for older children 
, on war work, and care of evacuees. Humanitarians want 
j ' ,u‘ss to animals taught in schools, teetotal people abstinence 
lilv,'" '^<0^°1, with competitive essays, also called for on occasions 
1) Anglo-American Friendship Week. Hospital and Poppy 
im ^  Unds get at schools for collections, not to mention other 

iln<' f ,,n<ls which would like to, sometimes do, also at 
‘ ''quest of the jiolice the in ideation of Safety First.
, ,7 °t all Government action.”

ln,,s  ̂ °f it is. All have to have Ministry or municipal 
ri;sj( lNS10n- Increasingly schools are implements for propagai 

|:"o State control of everything. For example, the use of
(;l;idio because the B.B.C.

'"nrnent controlled affair. 
" the

is a completely upper-class and 
Let me give you another instance 

|)v Suggestions for Teachers,”  an official handbook issued 
I 1,1 Ministry of Education, is an appendix. It sets forth at 
¡„1(j^ 1 details of the League of Nations. At one time leaflets 

il,>ml)hlets were sent, too. We were expected to boost the 
1V0||!U‘ °f Nations, it being mainly a British idea, to make the 
a | 1 more secure for the Imperial race. Really it was not 

‘'ff'ie of Nations at all, but an alliance of some of the winning
.la m e n ts  in the
I "pon the lest, 'in So.

‘ Ilm.
‘ Of

1914-18 War, led by Britain to impose (heir 
No wonder it failed. Maybe it deserved to

Perhaps. ”
 ̂ course, Empire Day has to be celebrated in seuoois. 

,,, . y  and other textbooks are weighted, biassed tilted to 
S°r!fy Britai
, 1£tch 
S  a 
'"'in

ain in the past and present. Fascism has little io 
Us-—except that we’ re more subtle—in the way of inelin- 

t|'; an,l affecting people’s minds in one direction ; the one making 
, subordinate to the State and its ruling class and
^aldom.’ ’
„ ' here is danger of that.”

II danger! One has only to h>ok at the awful fate of Geini'iny,
’ highest educated nation in the world— ”

Eh?”
What

i ' f  „
M ’ reat, Germany has been theJ" earth.

many.”

I said. There’ s no dispute about that. It ’ s a matter 
not of controversy. For two centuries, since Frederick

fullest educated country on 
Most of our educational practices arc copied from

(1 Results there are ghastly enough.” 
r, A warning to us to avoid their causes. But 1 fear greatly, 

aim’s far too much toward turning out masses of youngsters
their 

I lie British 
■min <hat ” 
Wo can only 

an ideal ;

ing and much else done for them.”  
tendency to dissent anl argument may save

l( , .I,, mu, hope so,' but conformity to pattern’s increas-
‘k'y an ideal; the standardised type taken ns the norm, 

" ‘Vement of the same level of intelliot the purpose of schools."

111.

As the man went silent, 1 asked him: ” Do you see that in 
® schools?”

many ways. Introduction of compulsory piety is rnothei 
T toward it.”

Compulsory piety ?”
j Acs, 1 won’ t say compulsory rdigion, though that was the 

""tiou. A century ago there had to be a big struggle to get

Hi

1 "te

universities freed from the church. Now the struggle will have 
to be for freeing all other educational institutions from the 
churches. Liberals and Noricomformists boast how their 
ancestors fought and died resisting compulsory rdigion. Yet 
those same people welcome it forced upon children in the guise 
of education.”

“ You must remember how fast Noncomformit.y’ s dying out. 
The remnants have to clutch at any straw to save themselves. 
Lip service to God’s better in their view than complete 
extinction.”

Which is their ultimate end. In this country it’ s doubtful 
if ten per cent, of the populace attend places of worship. Yet 
religious observances are to be forced upon all their children. 1 
was angry at first, but now 1 find it funny. The official phrase: 
“  an act of public worship ” , is richly comic as official phrases 
often arc.-’

”  What’ re you going to do about it?”
“  Nothing.. The temporary victory of the churches will fade 

away, especially as fewer and fewer people attend worship. 
Meanwhile, it’ s a waste of time and memory and energy in 
schools. Worst feature’s the encouragement of hypocrisy and 
smugness, those defects which smear religious folk to the degree 
of humbug.”

“ You know that’ s the reputation we have on the Continent.”
“  Apparently deserved.”
“  Referring to pupils and parents: in spite of the small 

attendance at places of worship there’s a lingering piety in flu; 
English ; a vague godfearingness.”

“  1 know it. I may be in a minority, though the majority are 
indifferent, in wanting religious teaching and practices swept 
clean out of schools.”

“  That’s revolutionary.”
“  Magnificently so. An intellectual group want comparative 

religion taught in schools, with no stress on any one of them 
being the only right one. That is above primary school children’ s 
heads, besides giving religion a world importance it no longer 
deserves. Alternatively, the new Act might’ve put denomina
tional schools on the rates and taxgs, but Council schools 
should’ve been made non-religious, so parents and children would 
have choice of any brand of Christianity or naught of it. I know 
which most of them would choose.”

“  The latter, I fancy.”
“ Judging by developments since the 1902 Act they would.”
“  What’s your final aim ; an entirely secular system of 

education ?”
“  Yes. And move."
“  What, more?”
“  Freedom for the child. The drafters of this last Education 

Act overlooked that, as the advocates of it forgot that first 
essential. It’s 1 lie most ignored principle of education we have; 
freedom for the child.”

A. R. WILLIAMS.

I N E W  E D I T I O N  N O W  R E A D Y  |
T H E| BIBLE HANDBOOK i:

for  F R E E T H IN K E R S  
and Enquiring Christians

BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. ABSURDITIES, ATROCITIES. 
PROPHECIES AND IMMORALITIES 

By G. W. FO O T E  and W. P. B A L L  
P r ic e  3 / -  P o s t a g e  2 1 d .
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ACID DROPS

Til.' Homan Catholic papers never forget the value of 
advertising. In the war the papers gave reports of men taken 
prisoner irrespective, of religion. The Catholic papers only 
seemed to hear Catholic. Catholicism is always before the public. 
The latest sample is that Miss Clare Lamore was the winner 
of the 100 metres swimming championship. That was very 
good, but why note the Catholic, swimmers alone? We suppose 
it is suggested that some of the Saints helped Miss Lamore to 
win a prize; and that may add more to the Church.

It may be that the man and the woman who together light 
the Churches and their ideas, stand as what we call “ Sports” ; 
and in the nature of it “  Sports ”  are not everyday identicals. 
Biologically this couple may be “  Sports ’ ’ and sports do not come 
every day and everywhere. Sports .would cease to he “  Sports ”  
if they were like others.

It is reported that in Sweden out of a population 66,500,000 
there are only 5,600 Homan Catholics with1 just 25 priests. Well, 
that seems plenty to make mischief. But the people of Sweden 
are level-headed and are not likely to be overcome by a large 
onslaught from a system which managed to ruin two 'civilisa
tions and nearly added a third.

It is interesting to note that Church attendants are getting 
more and more dissatisfied with the attitude of their clerical 
leaders towards the divorce question. There is no question that 
there are very many couples who would—particularly where there 
are children—be better with a divorce, than without. The orders 
on the lines of religion are, as usual, both stupid and unjust. 
It could also he noted that those who have fought so rigidly 
against divorce have done so with no regard for the well-being 
of the married couple or the children attached. “  Thus saith 
the Lord,”  has been responsible for more evil than any other 
four words that one might pick out.

The certainty of the Archbishop of Canterbury as to what linos 
are open for the future of the human race is very clear. One 
was through Christianity. The other possibility is that 
“  there will he a revolutionary civilisation which makes the past 
both good and had, or civilisation itself may perish.”  What a 
pity that these leading Christians will not put a little serious 
thinking into their heads. |)r. Fisher should remember that 
there were civilisations before Christianity existed, and that new 
revelations fell as many others have fallen. But there was a 
Christian religion that, so far as it could, almost wiped civili
sation out of existence. He. must know that it was the impetuous 
evil of Christianity that finally broke down the pagan culture, 
and it. was the revival of the ancient civilisation that brought 
a new and a better life than Christianity had induced.

The Hey. D. White, of Glasgow, warns his followers that there is 
a great deal of Paganism in the Churches. To that we very humbly 
ask : “  What religion is there in our country that has not a great 
deal of Paganism in it?" The Bible is drenched with it. The Xeiv 
Testament is built on it. Mr. Churchill has also told his followers 
that their duty was to protect our religion, which is, again, filled 
with Paganism—under other names. Bishop Barnes has been 
getting into trouble because he wants to get Paganism out of 
the Christian Churches. Well, about an arm’s length from where 
we sit we lift our eyes to find three volumes entitled “  Folk-lore 
in the Old Testament ”  filhsl with “  Paganism.”

Who was it who first referred to the Homan Catholics as “  The 
great lying Church ” ? We are not certain, but fancy that it was 
the great writer, Heine, but the sentence is strong enough to 
stand. Here is an illustration of Catholic “ truth.”  It comes 
from the “  Catholic Herald ”  for October 24. The purpose ot 
the article “  is to substitute spiritual rule« and conduct for the 
secular and temporal activities which fall in the natural order on 
mankind.”  Tt is not the Church’ s business to rule countries or to

Ohurch touches' '•' ' •'!■!' <*'0110mic ordeiiny of human rights. The 
quite clear. The r !  " ! i a,,tl llloral truths.”  Now that scorns 
conduct hut ,ln IUi'eh a*ms at substituting spiritual rules ami
H -  a curio,.s ^ s S , : ' 1̂  40 thf' li,V "r

call “ natural f o / '111'^ ' ’ r̂tt*u‘rl.V, non-interfering—what we may es as against “ material matters”  (that phraselies thepÿ K m «  « " t o  o r  \OUOWU"  —  -‘ ‘ Fathohc Hmahl ï r '  f j  J" st ‘ " o  days after the issiC ”  0 take a step to Scotland—0la.sK0"* ir - A »'inmWpill

is not niircA against _.....__
“  Sunday 1K>te ^ ie blow ing. A t our side there

of the “  C
There w o l ‘nd7 - a ---------activities are iu f„n  . .• , e axe writing, that nmmrip.'u
in Glasgow, cpjpi, s" ‘ US- l  here are a fair number of Catholics
tion.) Here is the t,l<> " ’iml “  fail' ”  has no moral indicn- y  ln "Inch the representatives of lion*

election, where Catholics have

Scotland h»“

interference act on the eve of an 
a vote: —

Members of the Homan Catholic Church in ..............  ,
received copies of a circular letter giving them advice as 
the use of their votes in the coming municipal elections.

I lie three-page document, which is headed ‘ Joint fin ’1'1’'1 
Letter from the Scottish Hierarchy to the Faithful in •sr" '| 
land,’ carries an instruction that it shall be read ’ ‘‘
public Masses on any one Sundav before the municipal eh* 
turns in 1947.’

After a preamble which discusses the problems of Cathohf 
living under authority and in co-operation with their b'H0 
men, ,t says: ‘ On the Continent of Europe the ‘ 
becoming clearer with every day that passes. A few yoarb *

whichmost, will decide whether the Christian tradition . { a 
made Europe is to survive, or atheistic materialism IS‘ p̂-ec- 
time at least, to triumph. . . At a time when State ^  
tion is increasingly affecting oui daily activities, it *s l,‘. .¡ty 
importance that the men and women who exercise a" . |,c 
—in local as well as in national administration—s , 
thoroughly imbued with the Christian outlook <>n

The letter goes on to say, ‘ With regard to the lor'^'m,wiiis* 
elections, therefore, we wish to emphasise the I" 11 
points : —
1. Everyone who has the right to vote must use it.
2. Your vote should he cast after carefully weighing l|P 

qualifications of the various candidates and with I"’ ' 
for the Divine guidance.

4. No Catholic can in consequence vote for the représenta ( 
of a party which denies the fundamental truths of C hi’1’’ 
philosophy.’

The letter is signed by the Archbishops of St. A '1’ *11''y|| 
Edinburgh and of Glasgow, the Bishops of Galloway, ;' lr” (1| 
and the Isles, and Aberdeen, and the Coadjutor Bish^l’ 
Dunkeld.”

Wo lie*“We may well leave these matters where they are. "  ■ • p
only say that more than ever Roman Catholicism is « 11 jj 
threat to the development of civilised communities. We s j]r,t 
never forget the lesson that W. Kingdon Clifford g av e  us, ,, 
Christianity ruined two civilisations and came near crushing 
third.

Bishop Hoy wood says that those who reject miracles 
“  strangely behind the time.”  In support of that he quotes , 
first Huxley as saying that the only reason “  Agnostics ”  roil>t |i(, 
miracles is because of lack of evidence. We cannot recall 
statement, still we will accept, with the comment that the htl1'j  
ment is a foolish one, and that is probably why Bishop H oy"0  ̂
selected the passage quoted, Huxley was one of England’s , 
men, hut in England it is quite common for first-class minds  ̂
science, or other branches of learning, to show an almost crin»1'’̂  
readiness to bow before religious beliefs. For example, Huxh“'  ̂
creating of the word “ Agnostic”  as a substitute for the hated W,l’ i 
“  Atheist ”  only served to help religion, for which he could l|a' 
no love. “  Agnostic ”  is not nearly so fashionable as it 
and ono element in bringing that about is duo to those , 
have made “  Atheism ”  fairly common. Even Christians 
beginning to respect it. Truth may come slowly, hut it 
come.

W»s’
wh°
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

W dlianvs, for “  The Freethinker,”  l()s.
Vny/' *'• H. E. Harfit • Received, but too late for this issue. 

u  Week.
■■ |, Dmioan— Thanks for sending your back numbers of the 
;ire j ker.”  In these days of paper scarcity back numbers 

I ls< l|l for re-circulation.
(•■ A’ \Vhitefield— Thanks for your high appreciation of our article 
ii,. ,, 11 ̂  to Advance We have received letters from others 

tl,e same topic.

Tv/,',.. .
of h 'or htemture should he sent to the Business Manager 
and le ^jone,er Press, 41, Gray’s Inn Hoad, London, W.C. 1,

H’A, not to the Editor
mifi services of the National Secular Society in connexion 
shoulniular Puriol Services are required, all communications 
a, i„„n >e addressed to the Secretary, II. I t , Jtosetti, giving
 ̂ 0 notice as possible.
g Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the Publishing 
year6 , a  ̂ t/ic following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

I ’ 17s-; half-year, 8s. Cd.; three months, 4s- 
‘ectu~

4d.
1,;^ ^  notice, must reach 41, Gray’s Inn Pood, London,
inserted bV first P°H on Monday, or they will not be

SUGAR PLUMS

M
Klu,tlsit people have read 

__we
the alleged translation of “  Omar

■'iiss: " " " ‘ —we say “ alleged”  because there has been much dis- 
I'Visj *  :>s t° whether it was no more than a mere presentation of 
iii1(| ' '9  opinion. There was in the Fast a well devolped literature 
\,,l M'lence when Christianity had not emerged from the “ Dark 
tli,. lt: 's unite jirobable that Fitzgerald pictured the wisdom of 
a«. as against much of the Christian philosophy. In fact,
lit,'1. |,('al students know, it was the influence of the Mohammedan 

‘l*',,ro and science that so largely helped the awakening of 
I,,.. 'T0, From tlie tenth century to the thirteenth it may safely 

S|,,d that it. was from the East that real culture came to the 
lav " lien wo find a religious writer damning with faint
HuH"-' the work of Fitzgerald, we concluded that the book is a 
lJ(, , i ° no- Wo bave ordered a copy. We feel our money will not 

thrown away.

A
"urei

lst love

Naval Chaplain,”  name not given, says through the 
'trch Times,” that in his experience the majority of sailors 

e the religious services. It is surprising that very few 
can speak tho truth when they praise religion. That

"'Hors
'Oa ; 
plot

ho‘Tie
love a sing-song everyone knows, the solitariness of the 

accounts for that. But that sailors love a religious service is 
. a. lie. There is no other word to use except to say that the 
'W  in the “ Church Times”  knows it is a lie. The sailors are 

, .'"red to service and that settles it. As we have had several 
i ''hrtnges of words with the (¡overument on this matter, we 
■ what we are talking about. We are glad to say that the 

roe thinker ”  is not unknown on “ board ship.”  f.ess than 
' the crews want the religious service.

(j‘T '. F. A. Hornibrook has been busy lecturing in the provinces, 
l" Sunday, October 26, he spoke to a large audience at The 
i.T'hnicnl College, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, on “ The 
I''tican Menace,”  To-day he is due to speak at the Newcastle 
j PtOch of the N.S.S. on “  The Colour liar.”  This lecture is to he 
, (1 at the Socialist Hall at 7 p.m.

A STORM IN A TEACUP

1)1!. BARNES, tlie Bishop of Birmingham, has recently written 
a hook entitled “  The Rise of Christianity ”  in which lie denies 
the Virgin Birth, the story of the temptation in the wilderness, 
the Resurrection, the appearance of Christ, to his Apostles after 
the Resurrection, and the Ascension. The details of the birth 
at Bethlehem, the flight to Egypt, and the return to Nazareth, 
he says, were written into the Gospel story to make it look as 
if ancient prophecies had been fulfilled. lie  also denies the 
miracles, .and the reliability of other New Testament narratives. 
All these tilings have often been said before, and if such a book 
as the one in question had been written by some obscure layman 
it would, to-day, have excited little or no comment. As the 
Bishop of Chelmsford, writing in the “  Sunday Chronicle ”  of 
October 19, says: “ There is very little new- matter in the 
Bishop’ s book. Indeed, an unkind critic would be justified in 
saying that it is a rehash of all the anti-Christian and agnostic 
booklets of the last 25 years.”  It is not, then, the novelty of 
the views expressed that is responsible for the attention I lie 
book has received. Neither would it have received anything 
like Hie same attention had Dr. Barnes carried his researches 
through to their logical conclusion and, realising that lie could 
no longer advocates the doctrines he had undertaken to maintain, 
resigned the high ecclesiastical office which he now holds.

The chief reason why so much attention lias been drawn to 
the book is that Dr. Barnes does not write as an opponent, but 
as nil advocate o f. Christianity and that, while he considers the 
proportion of fiction to fact in the Bibb' narrative to be greater 
than what the Church of England has hitherto allowed, be 
nevertheless considers that when the truth has been disentangled 
from the fiction, sufficient still remains to enable Christianity 
to survive as a distinctive creed.
■ Under Hie pressure of advancing knowledge the Church has 

made many concessions in the past, but there is obviously a 
limit beyond which they are not prepared to go. The 
Commission of Doctrine which sat for fourteen years from 1922 
agreed that all the Bible could not be taken literally as the 
truth. Members of the Commission also differed in their 
attitude to the Virgin Birth. But. they fully accepted the 
reality of the Incarnation as the central truth of Christianity, 
and unanimously considered the doctrine of the Resurrection 
as vital to the Christian faith. Dr. Barnes, however, thinks 
otherwise, arid his opinion regarding the Resurrection elicits 
the following from Dr. Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury: 
“ If any man is able to believe no move than this book offer 
him about the Resurrection, let him believe, and Christ will 
be with him. But it is not the faith of the New Testament or 
of the Church”  ; and in this we must agree with the Archbishop. 
What can there be distinctively Christian about a creed from 
which all the mystery and supernaturalism has been stripped 
away? All that Dr. Barnes has apparently left is, in Hie wont" 
of the Bishop of Chelmsford, “ nothing at all except a senti
mental and subjective impression of a misty figure of whose 
words and teaching scarcely any certain record remains and 
who was credited with deeds which belong to fairyland.”

“  The Rise of Christianity ”  is clearly an attempt to equate 
Christianity with scientific knowledge. Professor Joad, in the 
‘ Sunday Dispatch ”  of October 19, commenting on this aspect 
of the matter, asks: “  Why does the Bishop surrender these 
traditional and distinctive Christian doctrines? Because he 
wants to make Christianity square with science. . . .  In other 
words, religion is to be made reasonable in order to appease the 
scientists. Why should the scientists be appeased?”  These 
remarks serve as an introduction to the favourite, though totally 
irrelevant, argument that science does not, and cannot, give a 
complete account of the universe. “  Suppose,”  says Professor 
•load, “ that the physical world is all? It operates, no doubt, 
according to tho laws discovered by science . . . but scientific
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laws and the uniformity of nature won’ t explain the fact of 
there being a world to explain . . . .  how did it. get here? The. 
question certainly can’ t bo answered according to any formula 
that science can lay down, since nothing can come out of nothing, 
and before the physical world, if the physical world is all, there 
must have been nothing. Art, poetry, music, love—above all, 
religion—alb these seem to me to give the lie to the. notion that 
matter is the only thing that exists.”  But in what way is this 
rather dubious argument supposed to affect the position of Dr. 
Barnes, and his expressed opinions with regard to the traditional 
and distinctive Christian doctrines? It is (piite foreign to the 
subject, and we need only remark in passing that while Professor 
.Toad emphasises the fact that science cannot tell us how the 
physical world got here, he is sufficiently cautious not to assert 
that religion can. In the matter under consideration we .are 
not concerned, with such.questions as'to how the physical world 
got here, but with the far more definite questions of the Virgin 
Birth, the Resurrection, the Ascension, and the other doctrines 
constituting the essentials of the Christian faith.

In an attempt to discredit the opinions of Dr. Barnes the 
suggestion is made that his conclusions are based on a con
ception of science which is now hopelessly out of date. The 
Bishop of Chelmsford says: " Indeed, it might even be true 
to say that the climate of scientific, philosophical and historic 
thought .is more favourable to-day to Christianity than ?vei 
before ; for the mechanical world, enslaved by unvarying law, 
which is the groundwork of Dr. Barnes’s thinking, is either 
rejected or modified out of all lecognition by the best thought 
of our time ” ; the best thought of our time in this connection 
naturally being that which is supposed to lend support to the 
orthodox Christian point of view. According to the Bishop of 
Chelmsford the best thought of our time tells us that: 11 the 
world is now thought of as a vital organism, purposive and 
spiritual, and not as mechanism which keeps perfect time and 
runs on rails.”  This statement is equally as questionable, ano 
as irrelevant, as the arguments of Professor .load. What we 
want to be told is whether “  the best thought of our time,”  even 
the most carefully selected, would give sanction to the belief 
that a child may be born without a father; or that a human 
organism could come to life again after being dead and buried, 
and afterwards make an “  Ascension ”  in a universe where there 
is no absolute “ u p ”  or “ down.”  No amount of sophistry 
could make it appear that science gives any support whatever 
to such absurd doctrines. ,

The controversy at present raging round the book of Dr. 
Barnes may, as some have predicted, turn out to be a “  storm 
in a teacup,”  but there still remains the more serious question 
as to how Dr. Baines is to justify his conduct in retaining 
office, and the emoluments appertaining thereto, while denying 
root and branch the doctrines he was appointed to maintain.

F. KENYON.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME AN ATHEIST

They Unit i/o Jnii'n to tin- sea in ships and occupy their business 
in (jrcat initcis; these men see the irorls of the Lord, arid his 
minders in the deep.

The hearens declare the {/lory of (tod mid the firmament 
showedh his handiirorh.

THESE magnificent lines, which I ’ve jnsl turned up in mm ol 
my o ld  diary-scrapbooks at the head of some observations upon 
which ili is monograph is based, remind mo of my first years 
at sea, as a midshipman, and of how 1 first began to suspect 
that all those marvels could scarcely have been engineered for 
poor, miserable little man’s edification, as 1 had been taught 
lo bed ¡eve.

a ml
A truly colossal conceit it seemed to me that (.jvator

SOnI cou!l1 1x1 the chief concern 
•ggoing mngnitudes around and above.

Endlessly nimm« <1 .nights ¡„cess-mH . bndg(‘ through the brilliant tropi"" 
thc shin in h' '  <011s('10,ls of the microscopie proportions of 

'asi expanse of ocean, and pondering C-» II. .7 niillll

rtionson inaJi
ami his relationship to the mighty universe, I called to mi'1 
the swarms of invisible protozoa inhabiting a drop of water 
had once watched through a microscope. All these tiny 
so preoccupied with their “ goods”  and “ bads,”  endowed w’1 
a furmus vitality were dashing about, attending to 1" 
very serious business of living. Copulating, getting themself 
generated, hunting food, fighting, killing, dying . ■ • .Eaf“’ 
no doubt, calling on his god (made no doubt in tin' *n‘*f

him to get 11 
aided th»*and likeness of a protozoan) to help

better of his competitors: all. doubtless, fully p e rs u .u u u 
their own particular drop was really an enormous and °{X 1
important world—the world, in fact, specially created fa*

aimWell, the lesson
inspiring and often terrifying phenomena of the sea ^  ^  
heavens was that they were most decidedly not thong f|, 
created, organised and sustained for my benefit " ‘D 
to tin? eontvarjn

• a b0l” eThe realisation that was slowly but very strongly benffi ( 
■ . ■* . ' • ‘ >.-•—  flic an1 .on me that the earth and universe, reaching 1° 'he

excrescence as man. And that if there was any 
Direction behind it all it was totally unethical, no more pe 
or moral than, say, electricity or gravitation.

«on«

Up there in the blue twinkled mv old friend Betelgu‘ a, 1 - . ti,e e»‘the North West corner of Orion, not only larger than t" ' 
and larger than the sun but larger than the whole space <’ll<tju.v<.. 
by the earth’ s yearly orbit round the sun And put 
a mere speck of light at a quite inconceivable distance ‘ 
just to help me find my latitude. No, I decided that I 1 
not swallow that one.

stars were created, ready-made just as we see them, id**01 was learning that they had been forming through unnuin  ̂ ^

making—could easily be seen through telescopes. So no'
seven-day creation story was beginning to wabble, too.  ̂
Bible gave me 4004 n.c. as the date of creation, supporting 
with genealogical tables in St. Matthew and St. Duke ("
I noticed were mutually contradictory !) giving the line 
Christ back lo Adam. But 1 was learning now that even 
little twopenny-halfpenny l.hrow-off from the sun—let alow 
countless myriads of mighty stars— was thousands of nu*

years old then) that this religion business, heretofore acCt I
looked 1,1to hemore or less unquestioningly, would hnv 

and very closely.
Even as a boy 1 had discovered that our governess and pa>l11 | 

w e r e  t e r r i f i e d  of being questioned about religion once they 
realised that (lie usual futile platitudes obviously did not ) 
satisfy us. “  Mother, why did God teach that horrid little 've!1 f 
to torture the poor rabb it?”  would reduce her to the verg* 
tears ; so we gave it  up altogether and concentrated on our staj11' 
and tram tickets, though vaguely in the back of my ,nlIt .' 
wordless and incoherent, an idea must have been germinatiAn 
If a thing is true the more openly and thoroughly it is exam>|U 
the more clearly will its truth, stand out. And vice versa-

M. C. BROTIIETtTON, Cmdr. H * '

(To be continued)
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.1 bad learnt nt school from our Scripture master ^1<l1 ^but h ,

millions of years, and that stars still in the making a ^
My
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of years old, and that man himself had only quite irC< ,J, 
appeared on the scene. It seemed to me (1 was about eigk*1̂
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Wh a t  h a s  Pr e s b y t e r ia n is m  d o n e

FOR SCOTLAND?

ill.' IV
(|je ' t-huixh lias always sought t<> overawe the people with 
i'cn e*U °-̂ ' Grod, fear of the Devil, and fear of Hell. A man 
11 8()IJd when known as a god-fearing man. This in
irieek<'ln c'estroys a progressive spirit, and inculcates one of 
•Ilia *f,eSS a"^ Submission. Why should it be necessary to have 
1'eo 1 111 ^°d  continually impressed upon us, Ilis Chosen

1 bonj.e" ^ le dews feared him, and what has it brought them: 
"ante l)el'st'cution all through their history. I never
tj0 my children to fear me ; I would have blushed in humilia- 
havj ,u they gathered around me and thanked me for only 
"aii('n 1 , e Irly duty to them as a father by providing for" their 
if;,?' much is frowned upon as being irreligious that would 
, 1 ,l little happiness here and now. Presbyterianism narrows
Scot)0*1 S VRW that of a pin-point.

owes Robert Burns a debt of gratitude in having 
um its Personal Devil into obscurity, and the drowning 
Iht.'i ,le bres of Hell. Only for him Scotland might still be 
< ¿ 7  such sermons, all of which were the common belief 
If,.  ̂ lly> and required courage to openly oppose such doctrines. 
", |.as the only man Scotland ever produced who dared to do

NianUst to cause its people to doubt, and first to advocate 
'ii (| * eights. Instead of fear he planted joy and laughter 
ttlii]  ̂ human heart. His popularity is ever on the increase, 

j 1’t - tl wail over empty pews is heard throughout the land. 
, , **' Principal source of revenue, Hcdl and the Devil, was given 

R'lnb1« jolt by Robbie.
'I'Ui-r-v *°me may contend, no such doctrines are taught in theC ’
’hpliatic 1
iSs

l>̂.rcHes to-day. Why refer to these ancient beliefs. Read your 
0 and you will find the conditions for Salvation just as

I V

in the Bibles of to-day as in those that came off the 
V i,. a hundred years ago. There has been no revision of 

"e  in our day. A fire and Brimstone Hell, and the 
If,, ° l|t of Devils were the pet doctrines of Jesus, and that 

Ti| lllle 0,lly to snve the Jews.
loiij. e aild again he asserted : “  I am not sent but unto the 

s °ep of the House of Israel.”  And talked in parables so 
'ay 0nly the Jews might understand h im : “  Go not in the 
'lil p* ^l0 Gentiles,”  lie instructed bis followers. ■ Scotland 
V  reisbyterianism are still tied hand and foot to Jehovah and 

1 ¡ts 1 1 the Jews and their Bible, and are expected to reverence 
If °'*dy chapters, its brutal saints, and its adulturous women, 
'iir j , bnlieve otherwise you are just as much an Infidel as 1 am.
, , "blie Schools are gradually undermining the Church. This 
|||,0| y natural, if it were otherwise ¡1 would be a reflection 
li, | '•ho efficiency of our educational system. The youths of

I "f|'ly will listen to sense and reason, to established facts, but 
jy, n°t interested in the myths of Palestine, of two thousand 
!||('" s ¡‘go. They are interested in the living, not in the dead, 
|,, shjiy 0f Jesl,s only interests them at Christmas time with 
xs"»ts and good things to eat.

ia' llPpose that you wanted to employ one of those graduates
11 4 Position of trust such as the keeping of books. Would 

1 u!,lsl)ire confidence in you were be to assure you that he also 
L , l°ved in the Holy Trinity, that father, son and holy ghost 

I JilJ" one, or that three times one were one? Can you picture
* fchate of your books at the end of the month with such a 
h |j|(j'4m of mathematics ? You might lx- impressed with his honesty,
• k Would it still inspire in you confidence of his ability were

k 1,1 also assure you of his belief in the story of the Fiery 
I j \.!lac<? !lll|l °l Jonah and the Whale?

I!,, 'at the Scottish people have accomplished by way of progress 
|Hi" h®en done in spite of the Church and its influence in mis- 
i the thoughts of its followers. Granting that we need
„ 'h>ral Guide apart from that of the Sermon on the Mount,

1 ‘gnoring of which has kept people out of the Insane Asylum.

Let Jew and Gentile, Catholic and Protestant, agree upon a 
code of morals for the public schools, founded upon the Golden 
Rule, as taught by Confucius five hundred years before Jesus 
Christ. To do right from love of right, with no thought of 
reward here or hereafter. And with only Truth as a guiding 
star, Jealousy will prevent its ever becoming a reality.

Infidelity has done much for me. I had never read, seen or 
heard of any liberal or Freethought literature being published 
in Scotland and, like thousands of others, 1 was content to doubt, 
without being able to give an intelligent answer. I thought 
it strange that so many should believe in Christianity, and I 
had a vague idea that it might be right and that I might bo 
wrong. 1 tried so hard to fathom it ; I went to Church occa
sionally, even to the Salvation Army, but I always came home 
with an unsatisfied feeling that I had been to a Kindergarten 
for Adults. Always tile uppermost thought in my mind when 
1 heard men extolling in prayer the virtues of God was the know
ledge that this was the same one I was so familiar with as a 
boy. Tli»‘ same one whose Holy Word had caused an innocent 
little .girl to shed tears. The same one who had shocked my 
sense of decency in school. Still uppermost in my mind was: 
Why excuse in God what we condemn in Man. I could never 
harmonise the laudatory prayers to him when'Minnesota had 
been visited by a terrible cyclone.

Preaching, I figured, was just another means of earning a 
living; where the salary was set in accordance with crowds 
the Minister was able to attract, and that be never received a 
“  Call ”  unless there was a larger salary attached. Money, 
money, and more money was the continual cry from the pulpit.

1 left St. Paul for Tacoma, Washington, in the fall of 1889, 
and while here a wave of religious hysteria was sweeping over 
the country. It struck Tacoma and like the other cities it built 
a huge wooden Tabernacle capable of seating a great many 
hundreds, and the Revival was on. That which needs reviving 
is evidence of decay, but Tacoma was all bet up over her Taber
nacle and tile prospect of saving the sinners from the “ Bottomless 
Fit.”  The Rev. Mr. Mills was the big attraction. I went 
to hear hjm, but the whole proceedings had Die appearance of 
Jehovah having gone into the show business just as be did with 
Moses and Aaron in Egypt. I was in no manner impressed by 
the performance.

Later 1 was given a handbill advertising that ex-Rev. C. B. 
Reynolds would that evening answer Mr. Mills. Fortunately 
1 got there early, and soon the hall was filled to overflowing.
I could not imagine anyone in that audience being more interested 
than I was. Here was where my early Biblical education was 
of the utmost importance to me. I had no trouble in following 
the speaker in his many references to Scripture. I at once felt 
that I had at last found that for which 1 had so long craved. 
A 11 exponent of Scripture as it is written, without the quibblings 
and evasions T had listened to from the pulpit. Without a 
moment’ s hesitation 1 cast my vote for Mr. Reynolds. In that 
short space of time I was “ born again.”

Realising that the Bible is the foundation of Christianity, and 
that a thorough knowledge of its teachings In anyone interested 
is necessary whether for or against, I at once took to reading 
it from cover to cover, marking all the passages that interested 
me. I subscribed for the Boston “  Investigator ”  and the New 
York “  Truth Seeker,”  also enough books to start a library.
1 soon noticed a wonderful change in my peace of mind; my 
dormant brain had been stirred into action ; 1 was becoming 
self-educated ; I found an assurance in myself I had never known 
before. 1 could now combat the sermons recorded in the Monday 
papers, which I had passed over before with indifference.

I was now convinced I was on the right road to freedom from 
all the nonsense attached to religion which had muddled my 
brain all those years. I found the Bible abounding in contra
dictions. That many of its characters bad their parallels in 
other religions, with most of them being classified as myths. 
That Jesus was only one of many crucified Saviours, and that
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tlio Bible was only on" of many sacred books, and for the most 
part written in the thir l person. That Moses did not say, “  And 
the Lord spake unto M e,”  but that 11 The Lord spake unto 
Moses,”  and is the only man in history to have written an 
account of his own death and burial, all of which casts a doubt 
of his over having lived, and of his being the author of the 
first live books of the Bible. (Dent, x.xxiv-5-6.)

1 found that the New Testament was equally as cruel as was 
the Old. That Jesus could say as harsh things as could Jehovah, 
and that as a moral guide it sanctioned every crime in the 
calendar, and that Christianity did not come with glad tidings 
of great joy, but with a message of grief.

My moral character will bear investigation, but 1 have never 
felt that 1 was in any way indebted to religion for this. I had 
every opportunity to become a “  Naer-dae-weel.”  I went to work 
at the age of nine; I was my own boss, kept myself, paid my 
way, and owed not any man.

What would have been the result had I “  followed Jesus,”  
and took no thoughts of to-morrow; laid not up treasures on 
earth, but followed the example of the Ravens which gather not 
into barns. Instead, I decided that a country which reverenced 
such teachings was no place for a boy who had ambition enough 
to make the world just a little bit better through his having 
lived in it.

What has all this cost me ’■ Socially and otherwise much. As 
I have already assorted, not one in a thousand has the 
slightest conception of what the Bible teaches, it remains the 
great “  Unread Book.”  My having read it in school enabled 
me to grasp its absurdity and the message of Freethought on 
hearing Mr. Reynolds.

The cause of Freethought cannot be injured, but rather 
advanced by its being read. The Freethinker should be ready 
with a come-back, verse for verse, to the religionist who invariably 
starts off by quoting Scripture. Ilow. many can do if? Many 
Americans with whom I have spoken are of the opinion that 
every Scotchman is familiar with Burns and the Bible; sorry to 
relate, I have not found this to be true.

At 83, I keep, poking at them the product of my little type
writer. I retired from three Fraternal Orders so that the finger 
of hypocrisy could not be pointed against me, and that 1 might 
be able to speak my mind freely. Such Order» are a restraint 
on the lips of members regarding their religious beliefs.

A person is pooh-poohed for his having too much religion, and 
classed as a heathen for having none. The man who-goes to 
Church considers himself just a bit superior to the one who 
does not find it necessary to do so, in order to live an honest 
and upright life.

In every Denomination of the Christian Religion (and there 
are quite a number of them) the principal characters pertaining 
to it are Father and Son, Jehovah and Jesus. It will be found 
educational for the honest investigator to scan Bible 
quotations concerning what these Deities are supposed 
to have said and done. Ov would you rather not? Perhaps that 
“ Old Time Religion”  is good enough for you, and instead of 
your being interested you may he ready to damn me for having 
had the audacity to bring this to your attention. Thomas 
Paine, the grandest Englishman that ever lived, wrote “  The 
Ago of I tea son ”  ; it has never been answered, but ils author 
has been vilified from every pulpit ill Christendom. So do not 
blame me if you an shocked by quotations from the Bible.

ROBERT HOWDEN.

CORRESPONDENCE

Silt,—May I 
recent articles, 
last) of them, 
mentioned my

' CATHOLIC EXPERIENCES ” 
make a small explanation arising c11"„./(the 
“ Catholic Experiences ”  ? ln 4he  ̂"I...,,,, I

out of m
xperiences • issue,

which appeared in your Octoixi v timlir Westminstercontroversies with the
Federation over its attempts to obtain alterations m 
County Council school history books, and with the 'V.-nyersifd
of the Catholic paper, “ The Tablet,’ ’ over its c<,m . ()se 0ll, 
methods. In my article, 1 wrote very moderately <>l ^
disputes, and perhaps some readers may have tboi r- 
meant that I now think 1 was in the wrong in them. mjstake- 

If such an impression has been made, it is largely a n̂ oges;
see!.My moderation of tone, in my article, was due to two 

(1) The elapse of years has made ine-—as often E'PP1..̂ ,, t|lf 
things in a less excited manner; and (2) I can now sepa js)11 
questions of principle from those of mere personal a" ab 
In those days, I admit, 1 did feel that my opponent» ^)ejr 
some extent dishonest in their acts, even though not i j]aVt> 
intentions. This feeling made me more angry than slum < ^
been the case. It is that feeling which, as indicated ])0{ 
article, has been modified by the lapse of time. R 
follow, however, that I now think 1 was wrong in 'eg0' 1, ..ltion’s 
matters of principle involved. I still think the 1‘ 0< <\. q'lie 
“ secret”  ways were harmful, and that the then style 0 eSted 
Tablet ”  in argument was too violent. If anyone is nl(, ¡\t 
in these matters, I would refer them to two books, ^ol ^¡0; 
Close Quarters,”  by myself (London, The Epworth Press' pr.
pp. 91-96), and ‘ Roman Catholicism and Freedom,
C. J. Cadoux (London, The Independent Press, 1947 edit'0
147-150 and 196). I would admit, now, that those

,n, PP-
ke<"!

ns ofdisputes i did tend—as our human nature does iwl>"® 
do too often—to mix up “ personal feeling”  with n11’ • r|,t i" 
principle; but of course I may all the same have been "b  .,t 
regard to the latter, even though (as seems was so) to 
extent mistaken in not regarding my opponents as 1,1 ^¡d
sincere as myself personally. If is only the latter mist»
1 would correct.--Yours, etc.,

W. 1’OVNti;i'-

THE BISHOP OF
-The Bishop’s new hook,

BIRMINGHAM „ ,,
Sin,—The Bishop’s new book, “  The Rise of Christ i»u,t' ’ (V]n> 

causing an enormous commotion among those Ghristia'P j  
have not vet realised how their religion has been “  model-11, ..

ientifio K" ...in the last two generations, by (he advance of scie- ----  ---  ----------- , — — ■ —  , jjiiii *
ledge and- education. Probably most of the bishops a". 
intelligent priests were already aware of the truths this it 
reveals, and, indeed, very much more, but have thong 
expedient to conceal this knowledge from their flocks. f 0n 

The late Archbishop of Canterbury himself, broadcast 
the occasion of the fourth centenary of Cromwell’s , jji,’
the setting up of a Bible in every church, said (1 copy ' c>1bntil"

mini a press cutting): —
“ . . . The wonder of the Bible

„pse"
as a whole has been ” 

because it was so often regarded merely as a storehouse ot
Within 
in which id"'1'’

for theological controversy or meditation, 
aro primitive myths and legends of heroes 
began; odes of war and lyrics of love; the oratory of l'1’01 
ami the visions of prophets; the nursings of wise men . • ■ ’ Ad 

Had, Cromwell heard such words the speaker would ha '1’ J(.jtli 
the penalty at the stake! Truth is a favourite word 
religious people, but many of them don’ t seem to like e' 
very little of it when it is applied to Christianity.-—Yours,

M. C. Brotuuhton, .
. Comdr.,

T H E  C A T H O L IC  R E L IG IO N
Of course my Church i> the best, said I, but tlint i» not the 

reason why I boloug to it ; I belong to it because it was the faith 
of my liouse ; l wish to take my cbanccs witli my own people, and 
so shouhl you. If it is a question of going to hell, go to hell 
like a gentleman with ynur ancestors. -Robert Louis Steven
son, “  St. lies,-”

i, tl"'brothers, 1 (|1i
red m»,K t

heed

T H E  A W F U L  P L A G U E
“  That which you keep in your hearts, my 

slender remnant of a system which has made it 
history, and still lives to threaten mankind. . . Take ,t,
you have given soil and shelter to the seed of that awful 
which 1ms destroyed two civilisations, and but barely f g  
slay such promise of good as is now struggling to live a"1 
men.” —PnOFESSOB Ci.tffor», “  Lectures and Essays,”  1 8 oD-
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It is -with the deepest regret that we record the death of Lady 
' ®ud Simon. l ■■ known her for many years » 11

l e c t u r e  n o t ic e s , e t c .

resU< Sim°n. We have known tier ior m».v  ...
^ported her ability. Her hatred for intolerance and injustice 

. ' e,7  marked. She was a member of the National Secular 
¡H 11 fv and a contributor to “  The Freethinker ”  which she held 
i 1 esteem. Her pen was always busy in the cause of 
'arii' <m ^ le had, many interests and wrote many articles on 
a vv " S sul)iects> and was also an accomplished musician and 
tar,1 01 c°I°ur painter. But the two subjects nearest her heart
prj1’ I'Teethought and the founding of a better.world on Ethical

i1'  '■ served to increase my

F

p . ught and the founding oi a ................
Piiciples. Personal contact with her served to increase my 

^pect and admiration for her. I  have lost a good friend, and 
inanity is the poorer for her passing The following is a tribute

her daughter. C- C‘
lf) t h e  m e m o r y  o f  m y  d a r l i n g  m o t h e r , l a d a

SIMON.
falls the twilight gently, and you go 

Much loved, much honoured, from our transient day,
Into that bourne, our vision may not know,

Ton but precede us on that unknown way.

•Vl you are safe from change and sorrow now,
And we are left to face the loneliness,

‘ 'filing your spirit and your love each hour,
Needing your courage in deep sorrow’s stress.

Always you sought for truth that makes men free.
„  Nou w orked to liberate the fettered m ind;’ I —.ill QViJV lip

LONDON—Outdoor
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead). 

Sunday, 12 noon: Mr. L. Ebury (Highbury Corner); 7 p.m .:
Mr. L. Ebury. LONDON—Indoor

Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall, lied Lion Square)__
Tuesday, November 1], 7 p .in .: “  The Emotional Resistance to 
Rationalism” , Mr. R upert Orawshay-W ildiams, B.A.

Rationalist Press Association (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square)— 
Wednesday, November 12, 7 p .m .: “ Aspects of Evolution” — 
Sixth Lecture. “  Whither Man?”  Dr. W. E. Swinton, Pli.D.,
F.R.S.E.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square)— 
Sunday, 11 a .m .: “ The Last Thirty Years ”  Mr. Archibald

Robertson, M.A.
West London Branch N.S.S. (Laurie Arms, Crawford Place, 

Edgware Road, W.)—Sunday, 7 p .m .: “  Money Must Go ”  Mr. 
J. Philips and Colleague Philoren.

COUNTRY—Outdoor

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street)—Sunday, 7 p.m .: Mr. 
J. Barker.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barker’s Pool)—Sunday, 7 p.m. : Messrs. 
G. L. Greaves, A. Samms.

COUNTRY—Indoor
Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room, Mechanic’ s Institute)— 

Sunday, 7 p.m .: Brains Trust— Have your questions ready.
Glasgow Secular Society (McLollan Galleries, 270, Sauchienal! 

Street)—Sunday, 7 p .m .: No meeting.
. J-°U worked to nixiiaw; ww ~ ----  ^ecui«» ______
°U1’ name is honoured and will ever be, ’ ^ reet)__Sunday, 7 p .m .: No meeting.
%  those who seek for truth and love man um . ^ Branch N.S.S. (Boar’ s Head Hotel guthgate) Sunday

. . ____£  true. 7 p.m .: “ Atomic Warfare, Where Mill It End: M r. A . ^
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changes not and time but proves it true 
u‘ memory of life well lived endures,

\v- c l̂anSes not, and the dear thought of you 
’ ’ ll lift our hearts above our mortal tears.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY 

*ep9rt of Executive Meeting Held October 2d, 1947

President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the Chair, 
j Also present: Messrs, ltosetti (A.C.), Griffiths, Ebury, 

'̂I’toii, Woodley, Pago, Morris, Barker, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. 
" ’’ton, Mrs. Venton and the Secretary.

P-
Dutton.

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall. Humberstone Cate) 
Sunday, 7 p.m .: “ What are Western Values?”  Dr. C. A-
Smith.

Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Stork Hotel, Queen Square, Liverpool) 
—Sunday, 7 p .m .: A Lecture.

Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Socialist Hall, Arcade, pilgrim Street)
, —Sunday, 7 p.m. : “  The Colour Bar ”  Mr. F. A. .Hoknibrook.

Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Society (Technical College, 
Shakespeare Street)—Sunday, 2-30 p.m .: “  The Roman Catholic 
Church and the Bible ”  Mr. A. W. Martin.

M/Uu, ivirs. veniva iu.u —
Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. Financial 

;li%r - ’  "  — — «•tiara were admitted tc

tl'e
o®

Mill« u.,—.. _ - .
naj. - --- -  . 1 _-'»lent presented. New members were admitted to Newcastle,
j,"rseyside, North London, West London Branches and The 
¡t tp»t Society. The application in the Chancery Court to u-ans- 
i ' tl’e Bradford Case to London on points of law was not upheld 
L 5 *  judge as he considered the case could be dealt with m 

" County Court. The case will therefore be tried at Bradford, 
^lielfiebl and Kingston Branches reported police interference 

C  ‘ heir open air meetings. Both Branches were promised full 
! »Port from the Executive should further developments arise. 
L ectu re  reports'and future arrangements were dealt with lrom 
4 "Lbuni, Newcastle, Merseyside and Birmingham Branches. 
!| f*a 1 arrangements concerning the World Union of Freethinkers 
L  »»■ conference at Birmingham were leported and agreed that 

1 Cresident and General Secretary represent the N.S.S.
Kin next meeting of the Executive was fixed for November 20,

the proceedings closed.
R. II. ROSETTI, General Secretary.

D O i i a c i L i M i u i ^  Jl ^ ^  V V —---

C hristmas  C ards
Designed by Elden Scholl, U .S .A ., the N .S .S . 
invites readers to send for this unique, well 
printed and novel adaptation o f  Krishna to 
Christmas, with apt quotations from his teachings.

It will be appreciated by your friends.

Ij Price 7 d .  each, post free from  u
H THE PIONEER PRESS, 41, Gray’s Inn Rd., London, W.C.l ;t

sIss 8

LONELY?—Join Friendship Circle. Details Gd. 
3 4 , Honeywell Road, London, S .W .ll.

Secretary,
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★ FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF ★

AN ATHEIST’S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY. A
Survey o f Positions. By Chapman Cohen Price Is. 3d.; 
postage lid .

THE B IBLE : W HAT IS IT W ORTH ? By Colonel R. G 
Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

BRADLAU GH  A N D  INGERSOLL. By Chapman Cohen. 
An Appreciation o f two great Reformers. Price 3s.; 
postage 34d.

THE CHALLENGE OF HU M ANISM . Report o f  the Public 
Conference in London on the World Union o f Freethinkers. 
64 pages. Price 2s. 6d.; postage lid .

CHALLENGE TO RELIGION (a re-issue o f four lectures 
delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester). By Chapman 
Cohen. Price Is. 3d.; postage lid .

CHRISTIANITY— W H AT IS IT ? By Chapman Cohen. A 
criticism o f Christianity from a not common point o f view. 
Price 2s.; postage lid .

THE CRUCIFIXION A N D  RESURRECTION OF JESUS.
By W. A. Campbell. With a Preface by the Rt. Hon. 
J. M. Robertson. Price 2s.; postage 2d.

DETERMINISM OR FREEW ILL? By Chapman Cohen. 
Price, cloth 2s. 6d., paper cover 2s. Postage 2d.

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. By Chapman Cohen. First, 
second, third and fourth series. Price 2s. 6d. each; 
postage 2id.

THE FAULTS A N D  FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST. By
C. G. L. Du Cann. (Second Edition.) Price 4d.; postage Id.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST. By J. M. Wheeler. Essays on 
Human Evolution. Price 5s.; postage 4d.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. By Chapman 
Cohen. New Edition. Price 6d; postage Id.

GENERAL IN FO RM ATION  FOR FREETHINKERS. Price 
2d.; postage Id.

G O D  A N D  EVOLUTION. By Chapman Cohen. Price 6d.; 
postage Id.

GOD A N D  M E (revised edition o f “  Letters to the Lord ” ). 
By Chapman Cohen. Price, cloth 2s. 6d., postage 2d.; 
paper Is. 3d., postage Id.

GOD A N D  THE UNIVERSE. By Chapman Cohen. A 
Criticism o f Professors Huxley, Eddington, Jeans and 
Einstein. Price: Cloth 3s. 6d., postage 2d.; Paper 2s„ 
postage 2d.

A G R A M M A R  OF FREETIIOUGHT. By Chapman Cohen. 
An outline o f the philosophy o f Freethinking. Price 3s. 6d.; 
postage 4d.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS A N D  THE M YTH ICAL CHRIST.
By Gerald Massey. What Christianity owes to Ancient 
Egypt. Price 9d.; postage Id.

HENRY HETHERINGTON. By A. G. Barker. A  Pioneer 
in the Freethought and Working-class Struggle o f a Hundred 
Years Ago. Price 6d.; postage Id.

HOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST. An
Examination o f British Christianity. By C. G. L. Du Cann. 
Price 9d.; postage Id. .

INFIDEL DEATHBEDS. By G. W. Foote. Revised and 
enlarged by A. D. McLaren. Price 2s. 6d.; postage 3d.

M ATERIALISM  RESTATED. By Chapman Cohen. Price 
4s. 6d.; postage 2id.

MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. Price 
3d.; postage Id.

THE M OTHER OF GOD. By G. W. Foote Price 3d.; 
postage Id.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH. By Chapman Cohen- 
An examination o f the belief in a future life, and a 
Spiritualism. Price 2s. 6d.; postage 3d.

PAGAN ISM  IN CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS. By J 
Wheeler. Price 2s.; postage 2d.

PETER ANNET, 1693— 1769. By Ella Twynam 
postage Id.

PRIMITIVE SURVIVALS IN M OD ERN  TH O U G H !.
Chapman Cohen. Price 3s.; postage 3d. . .

REVENUES OF RELIGION. By Alan Handsacre. Price 
postage 2d. I

ROM E OR REASON ? A  Question for To-day. By Colon 
R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d.; postage Id. ,

THE RUINS, OR A SURVEY OF THE REVOLUT10^  
OF EMPIRES, to which is added THE D H  #  
NATURE. By C. F. Volney. A  Revision o f the im  ^  
tion o f 1795, with an introduction. Price, post free, 

SHAKESPEARE A N D  OTHER ESSAYS. By G. W. 100 
Price, cloth 3s.; postage 3d. ^

SPAIN A N D  THE CHURCH. By Chapman Cohen- 
chapter from “  Creed and Character,”  by Chapman 
Price Id.; postage Id. . „

SPEAKING FOR MYSELF. By Lady (Robert) SuT1 
Price 2s. 6d.; postage 2d.

THOM AS PAINE A N D  THETFORD. Six postcards 
trating Paine’s birth-town, including a portrait o f tn 
reformer. Price 9d., post free. „

THOM AS PAINE, A  Pioneer o f Two Worlds. By Chap1 
Cohen. Price Is. 4d.; postage Id. py

THEISM OR ATHEISM. The Great Alternative.
Chapman Cohen. Price 3s. 6d.; postage 2{d.

THERE ARE N O CHRISTIANS. By C. G. L. Du Ca 
Price 4d.; postage Id. j|.

THE TRU TH  ABOUT THE CHURCH. By Colonel InSers 
Price 2d.; postage Id.

THE V ATIC AN  MENACE. By F. A. Hornibrook. Price 
post free. g.

VATICAN  POLICY IN THE SECOND W ORLD Vu0\iC 
By L. H. Lehmann. An exposure o f  the Roman ca  ^ 
influence on politics and war. Price Is. 3d.; postage J 

W H A T IS RELIGION ? By Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. Fr 
2d.; postage Id. «

WILL YOU RISE FRO M  THE D E A D ? By C.
Du Cann. An inquiry into the evidence o f resurr 
Price 6d.; postage Id.

M-
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You are cordially invited to inspect our stock o f books a*1 
Publishing Office, First F lo o r : 41, G ray ’s Inn Road, W •

P a m p h le ts  fo r  th e P e o p l e

T H E  P IO N EER  PRESS 4 1 ,  G R A Y 'S  INN
LO N D O N . w .c - i
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What is the Use o f Prayer? Did Jesus Christ Exist? 1 ’ „d 
shall not Suffer a Witch to Live. The Devil. ^ c, ..ch*' 
Design. Agnosticism or . . .? Atheism. What is Freetb® htf. 
Must we have a Religion? The Church’s Fight for the . ,|0ul 
Giving ’em Hell. Freethought and the Child. Morality V? 
God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their " p j j f et 
Woman and Christianity. What is the use o f a Future 

Price 2d. each. Postage Id. eacn.
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