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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Easy Problem
'vere to paraphrase Kant s *' What can I know? 

ought ?û Et I to do? and For what may I hope?”  by ‘ ‘What 
¡̂iiu] t0 kê eve? How far am I responsible for believing 

1|('sho re âti°n do my beliefs bear to my conduct? ”
telj„i 11 a so doing sum up by far the larger part of our 
Hj,(] ls> or anti-religious, discussions. Rightly or wrongly, 

| Pr:lISe some beliefs and censure, others ; and, as a belief 
(!»:. ,>e *'he determining factor in conduct, it would seem as 
• 0 Lnere were some justification for our so doing. If, asK,

'"'mV " ^ ‘fford declared, belief is the link that unites 
’I'Poit ‘ ac^Qn> w p̂t> a man believes can be hardly less 
’iii,. •<ln“ that what lie does, and it will consequently be of 

t* th ln,̂ ei'est ar>d no little value to attempt some answer
 ̂ übove-named questions.

<N I
>alr as tlie Christian Churches are concerned, they have

fattoi
y ]>roeeeded on the assumption that belief is wholly

of conscious choice ; and it is as easy for one to
y ieve"

.q)( knowledge or character. Christianity, with it constant 
hie?, ^°n to blind belief, its threatened penalties and pro-

■t|], i 111 X as in B without any corresponding change in

rewards in a future life, is plainly built upon such a 
option, and it lies also at the root of all State action in

likewise based
"“ic,-,

j i,. ers of religion. Religious persecution is 
j i.f,j dm assumption that a person’s beliefs are under his 
i i, rpl in precisely the same sense that his conduct is, and 
1 iUst ns it is possible by threats or bribes to. induce the 
! i„, f'rrnance of certain actions, so by the same means may 

S|j 'nsured the adoption of particular beliefs. Apart from 
fu 1 a conception of the nature of belief the rational motive 
. Persecution is absent, and the phenomenon becomes 
E l i g i b l e .
I fV b

f r d e d  . . . . .
|) °rical truism; and it is quite ns clear that its tendency 
\ 1 keen not only to prevent that free criticism of current 

which alone can secure a progressive purification and 
lrigthening of opinion, but also to destroy all confidence 

I,. Pl,bli(> honesty and truthfulness. Whenever a man’s pro- 
Sj SefI beliefs coincide with his personal interests, their 
I, Cerity must always be open to question; and when it is 
t. lor found that their rejection would expose him to actual 
R a t i o n ,  deprivation of office, or boycott in business, the 
^^Uinption against their being honestly held is all the

persecution has always failed to bring about! 
si,, ‘^dty of belief— although it has more than once

in inducing uniformity of profession—is

'» 1
ongor. How can anyone be certain that another is honest

,i' profession of belief if it is known that he will be 
l|l||ned in the public esteem, or dismissed the public service, 
|jf0,'ld lle profess anything different? It is his interest to 
| 'kind to believe, whether he does or not. Said Dr. Parsons, 

H of Balliol College, to Theodore Hook, when he came

before him for “  matriculation “  Are you prepared to 
subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles? ”  “  Oh, certainly,”  
was the cheerful reply; “  forty, if you please.”  And what 
Hook said from pure facetiousness of temper numbers of 
others are ready to practise from much lower motives, with 
the result that public honesty and confidence are destroyed, 
the whole tone of life lowered, and each gets insensibly into 
the habit of regarding his neighbour as a bit of a coward, a. 
bit of a liar, a bit of a fool, or perhaps a mingling of the three.

It may appear a trite observation to make, and yet a 
glance round at the religious world proves it to bo far from 
an unnecessary one, that every man’s beliefs are 'selected 
for him rather than1 selected by him. Heredity in the shape, 
of a specialised, physical, or nervous structure, and environ­
ment in the shape of climate, class, education, etc., are, the 
factors that determine the beliefs of each. It may be 
difficult, perhaps impossible, to determine the relative value 
of each factor, but there can be little doubt that these do 
decide which of the conflicting mass of beliefs, amidst which 
we are bom, shall receive our support. Not only is each 
man's belief strictly relative to his organisation as a whole, 
not only docs the adoption of a belief depend ujxin f ho pos­
sibility of it being assimilated to his general character, hut a. 
particular state of health even may determine how ho will 
regard certain teachings in philosophy or religion. Dyspepsia 
may resolve itself into a powerful advocate of Calvinism;, as 
Universalism may discover a. staunch ally in a healthy 
physique ; or on the philosophic side Optimism or Pessimism 
may receive valuable assistance from the same quarters. 
People are, to a considerable extent, destined to be sceptical 
or orthodox, Materialist or Idealist, by their heredity, and 
each, by a kind of magnetic attraction, will select the: view 
of life that is best fitted to his particular constitution.

All belief is a simple question of probability—a state of 
mind that falls short of absolute certainty. It is the assent 
of the mind to a given proposition, and is entirely determined 
hy the quantity and quality of the evidence produced. 
Produce evidence that my greatest friend is a rogue, and, 
although T may be on the look-out to detect a flaw in the 
indictment, may betray an obvious bias in my reasoning on 
the subject, still my assent is not a matter of choice, but oi 
necessity. If lias no more to do with mv “  will ”  Ilian tlie 
colour of my hair or the state of the weather. Consequently, 
to make a man morally responsible for the beliefs lie may 
entertain is to saddle him also with responsibility for the, 
physical structure he inherits and the environments that act- 
upon it. As a matter of fact, he no more “  chooses ”  the 
beliefs he holds than he selects the brain that entertains 
them.

For my part, I believe it to be a matter of utter impos­
sibility for anyone to ‘ ‘ adopt ”  or “  give up ”  a belief. We 
may realise that we hold entirely different beliefs concerning 
religion or politics or science to those that we held years ago, 
but if we trouble to examine the. course of our mental
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development during the same period we shall discover in­
numerable circumstances that have led up to our present 
position, .and that, while we are conscious of the result, wo 
have been unconscious of the process. Mental growth is 
as continuous as physical growth, and we are no more con­
scious of the one than we are of the other. We may be 
troubled with “  growing pains ”  in either case, but all that 
we can do is to register the changes at different periods, and 
whore possible retrace our steps of our insensible evolution. 
But it by no means follows that, because our beliefs are 
determined by causes over which we have as little control as 
we have over the place of our birth, therefore what one 
believes is of little or no consequence. All that is meant is 
that whatever praise or blame may be attached to a belief 
must refer to its objective, not its subjective, aspect. As 
beliefs are all equal, since they are.little more than registers 
of one’s mental acquirements or disposition. It is only when 
we come to deal with the effect of beliefs on society at large 
that they may properly be called bad. A belief that is real 
must have some influence on conduct, and must be sharply 
discriminated from a mere formal assent to a given pro­
position. What I have' said only means that by recognising 
the factors that induce belief we cease indulging in useless 
and stupid recriminations against such beliefs as we hold 
are inaccurate in form or dangerous in tendency, and, by 
correcting, when possible, the factor of heredity by a sound 
education and healthy environment, secure the existence of 
beliefs that shall be socially more beneficial.

But even if we were all perfectly rational in our views 
concerning the nature of belief, it is still easy to over­
estimate its influence on conduct. It is ;i common observa­
tion that good men often entertain beliefs of a demoralising 
character, and had men hold beliefs of an entirely opposite 
description. Not every believer who loves to dwell on the 
torments of the damned is callous to suffering, and not 
every unbeliever who denounces in indignant language the 
brutality of certain aspects of the Christian faith is as quick 
to redress injustice as one would wish. The gulf between 
professed belief and actual practice is a well-worn theme 
with both moralist and satirist, but it is one that, when 
examined, points to a social truth of the most far-reaching 
character. For all evidence seems to show that conduct is 
determined far more by the inherited character of the 
individual than by (he knowledge acquired during his or 
her lifetime. Here and there one may find an individual 
guiding his life by the knowledge he has acquired, but 
in tlie vast majority of cases it is the impressions already 
registered, the habits already formed—in a word, the 
established character of the individual— that will ultimately 
determine conduct. In but very few cases does the percep­
tion of a new truth lead to any immediate and marked 
alteration in action. It is only when it has had time to sink 
in, and become assimilated with, the established character 
that we can safely reckon on its manifestation in future 
behaviour. And when one reflects how infinitesimal is the 
knowledge that can be acquired by any single individual as 
against the dead-weight of custom and habit that he inherits 
as a member of a social organism and “  heir of the ages,”  
one need feel little surprised that the influence of acquired 
knowledge on conduct is not more marked than it is.

Nor should this view of the matter at all weaken our 
estimate of the value of intellectual pursuits; rather the 
reverse. For wo may say that, even if a man’s inherited 
character represents the preponderating force in the field

of conduct, it represents the past rather than tlw I ^
may be iiidif leP>'esents the means by which the pa 

11 ( s°  as to harmonise with present-day’ modifyingas knowledge xpay be 1)U(lepenaeirCerequirements. Slow
can be nlacefl i >ree on " nicu ai,.yi ’ !lncl OUr m.ain business should be to determine’ -'"""lent, not

ìethod of

character, it is the only force on which any rea
ess should be

what are the forces that govern human developmen
to waste our energies in useless regrets over the me 
their operation. CHAPMAN COHEN.

THE ADVENT OF THE PRINTER’S ART

THE discovery of America by Columbus; the voyages of Vasco 
eta Gama and the Cabots; the rounding of the Cape b} 
Bartholomew Diaz in 1486, with several other successful 
explorations, made known to Europe a previously unsuspected 

The enlargement of men’s outlook t uextent of land and sea.
resulting, together with intercourse with alien peoples PieV1

heralded the enliighte:nir
siy

lent p£

discov ■l-y.

w oo- -------  - 1.x , ]S
most momentous invention in the history of the world,
certainly the most momentous since that of writing.

the count

advantages. For it wasted more time and caused more
to produce a page of print in thi 
writing by hand

manner than in copyins

But with the invention of separate types for each letter, ,
that could be repeatedly used, printing gradually su| 
handwriting and printed hooks replaced the earlier manusem jcrip1
rolls and volumes. It is uncertain where printing by me*1 j

controversies
elm"1" 

with
movable typos was first conducted. Bitter 
recriminations have raged over priority, and conflicting 
for this or that printer have been advanced and contested ^  ̂
equal assurance. So as Waugh concludes: “ In the P '1'  t 
state of knowledge, an open minded agnosticism seems the 
prudent attitude.”  ^rS{

All things considered, real printing appears to have bcen_ j 
practised in Holland, hut judging from early examples of PrI , 
books of allegedly Low Country origin, their crudity 'v!lS 
manifest to commend them to book-lovers. In any case, "  jj 
a Netherlands ruler, Philip the Good, wanted a printed "  y 
the brder was sent to Cologne. Perhaps, printing in its i"1*1

unknown to medieval Europe, 
the succeeding century.

The widened prospect arising from geographical jnt¡n¿ 
was soon disseminated through the appearance of the P1  ̂
press. Indeed, Professor W. T. Waugh in his “  History 
Europe, 1378-1494 ”  (Methuen, 1943, 22s. 6d.) avers that tb"1̂  

It may be an exaggeration to say that it [printing]

‘ and °l

more fundamental consequence than any of the c0Ul1 
inventions of the last two centuries, however much they 
have transformed the conditions of life.”

Our historian opines that the printing art was imlepen1 _ 
discovered in Europe and not adopted and improved from 
models. Still, it is noteworthy that at least as early aS ^  
eleventh century of our era, printing from movable type; j 
practised in China and there is no positive proof that th*^^ 
was not introduced to the West by travellers in the Far ^  ̂
Also, its appearance in Europe soon followed European cXI 
tion in Oriental domains. I¡(,r

It is indeed surprising that printing was not invented in tM> 
centuries. As Dr. Waugh observes: “ Dies, stamps and 
had been employed for thousands of years. Wood-blocks ' 
used in the Far East in the eighth century A.n. and he 
common there later. But when in the fourteenth century 1 ’j 
appear in Europe, they, too, seem to have been the outcome 
European inventiveness.”  (1)1

Be this as it may, however, this crude method was in I1S< p 
a minor scale for a short time only, as it had several 1

troub'1

1 > , ilersed"
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l"'st aPPeared in Holland, but later attained its most finished 
‘.ms *n Germany. «
Apparently, John Gutenberg was the first printer whose 

•̂ auctions proved artistic and who also created a printing
Csuiess. Yet, his activities are shrouded in obscuiity. As 
n iU,8h )iotes: “ Nothing printed during his lifetime bears ms 
(..ain° .as Printer or gives any information about him in that 
j |l,lcity • • . But the first piece of typography that can be 

ributed to him is an indulgence which was issued in 1454.
are also ascribed to Gutenberg’s press a number of Bibles, 

‘‘"'mars, and an encyclopedia of theology called the 
iltnolicon.’ Particularly famous among his productions are 
“ magnificent Bibles . . . Which was printed first is disputed,

, each is a very fine example of typographical ait. Once 
""ks of this kind could be produced, the triumph of the newHv«ilion was assured.”

hjs 1 ofenberg did not stand alone. Long before his death, 
pr0(j P^f'eminence had been dimmed by the magnificent 
Sniit,Uct-n s  of Fust and Schoeffer. Fust or Faust was a gold- 
, ' * 1 ' °  for a time was Gutenberg’s partner. Then each 
"Vn" ^le °Pber of breach of contract, with resulting litigation, 
tdnr U decision gave Fust possession of Gutenberg’ s

aPPliances. Fust then entered into partnership with 
<Jr who had been, it is said, Gutenberg’ s principal

%6 " L Their co-operation continued until Fust’s death in 
a ’. ai|d then Schoeffer carried on the business alone. He was 

IU U craftsm;m whose productions have been ranked by 
I t exPerts as practically perfect examples of typography. 
j[i ],->ears that he made “ a number of technicial improvements 
to t| s a’h i he was, for instance, the first to print in colours, 
llis h‘ad spacing between the lines, to cast Greek types.”  
■■¡tjj,s* '"hug printing house was in Maintz with branches in other 

Al||ln  ̂ Pahlished others’ productions in addition to his own. 
‘tlga,''“HSh the new art encountered opposition from those 

*n k' le PrePara*fon and sale of manuscripts, it made 
cele| “ dvances. Bamberg, Strassburg and Augsburg all became 
•hi. 'I'14'2'1 book centres. But, by the close of the 15th century

h'adini;
?* * * . :

g publishing city was Nürnberg. There Anthony

M s and his assistants printed an imposing array of pious

Mi,
i,f ’ the Nuremberg Chronicle, and various superfine editions 

le classics. Another early printing centre was Cologne
Earliest typographer, Ulrich Zell, imparted the art to 

'i,n Caxton.
th;i,10 Priority of Germany in early printing was so pronounced 
Q, ' 111 adjacent countries, typography was known as the 

man art.
i SS

But the art soon spread abroad and an Italian 
operated by Germans was established in 1464. Yet, by 

, end of the century it is said that “  seventy-three Italian 
in |JS *lad printing presses, and there were thirty-eight printers 
M  °.Itle a' onc- But the great centre of the art was Venice,
Ila;® fomous for its manufacture of paper and as a market for 
,4 lllls<-'ripts. It has been computed that by the year 1500 there 
as " a hundred separate printing works in Venice. The quality 

,"'‘H as the quantity of their output was indeed amazing.”
the achievements of all preceding printers in Venice were

ahdAscended by Aldus Manutius whose classical texts merited 
obtained widespread admiration.

!( lon Fust first attempted to sell printed Bibles in Paris, 
i).0so who were concerned with earlier forms of book production

him :if)J*j - -  '  ----------  -------- 0 7  7 ~ ~  ''%/ 7

r of the Paris Sorbonne, with its librarian, Fichet, were 
(i °lli'able to printing, and presses were set up within the 
;i| “go walls. Tresses soon appeared in the capital itself, 

i t, l°ugh Lyons later became the French centre of the publishing1 M
 ̂ Veu in priest-ridden Spain, progress was made, while a 

(, ‘rbed development of the new art occurred in the Netherlands.
served his apprenticeship at Bruges, where he produced 

jy earliest books printed in English. He then settled in 
Mhlinster where in 1476 he operated his famous press.

iway. But the king, Louis XI, and Heynlin, the

Travelling printers carrying portable presses wandered from 
place to place to obtain orders from patrons of letters and 
printed and published on the spot. These itinerant typographers 
were numerous in France, Spain and Germany until the greater 
conveniences of the town presses lessened the demand for their 
services.

In the early printed volumes, different types were utilised. 
Ultimately, the Black Letter and other types were superseded 
by the Roman type now used in English, French, Spanish and 
other nations’ publications. The eye-straining Gothic lettering 
largely disappeared, although a conservative spirit has retained 
it in Germany to this day.

While scholar's were dependent on manuscripts, recopied by 
hand alone, there was constant danger of corruption of the 
text in transmission, either by accident or design. But now 
with the easy standardisation and multiplication of printed 
books, an uncorrupted text was made secure.

In the schools and colleges listening and disputing began to 
give place to reading from books of an approved pattern. It 
is noteworthy that a very large proportion of early printed 
works were devoted to theological subjects. Yet, the printing 
press probably provided the longest nail ever driven into the 
coffin of theology, and although Dr. Waugh considers that In 
the religious contentions of the time, the influence of the 
printer’ s press was almost neutral, he is constrained to admit 
that it is nevertheless “ true.that the quick dissemination and 
easy exchange of ideas facilitate the introduction of novel 
opinions and render it harder for conservative forces to check 
the flow of subversive thought. Thus the greatest medieval gift 
to human civilisation was destined to hasten the downfall of 
medieval culture.”

T. F. PALMER.

RUSSIA AND R E LICION

Christians are a little puzzled how to approach the Russian 
attitude towards Christianity. The first outcry was that the 
Russians were murdering all Christians. Hut there were so 
many alive that that tale did not work well. From the outset 
the Russians made it quite plain, first that those preachers who 
had been agents of the old tyranny were to bo treated as criminals 
—much as the Allies have executed those Nazis who were respon­
sible for the slaughter and torture of men, women and children. 
In Russia the only priests allowed to operate are genuine 
Christians. And the schools were not to ho turned into advocates 
of religion. Churches have always been opened where there was 
a demand.

Now that the position is settled, the Christian leaders in 
England are in rather a difficulty. They first complain that 
Russia is trying to exterminate religion, and the only justification 
for this, apparently, is that the State is in favour of Atheism. 
That may bo true, but it is only what is being done by religion, 
whenever religion is strong enough to exert itself. It is not 
very long ago when, if a man was a non-Christian, ho was 
barred from holding-a number of public services. Allow for what 
Russia was, the vile character of the domination of religion, 
in Russia, and we shall find little difference in what was done 
in England, and is in operation in Russia. We need only say 
that we are taking for granted much that the clergy are saying, 
and all of it may not be true.

A N  A T H E IS T ’S A P P R O A C H  T O  C H R IS T IA N IT Y . A
Survey of Positions. By Chapman Cohen Price Is. 3d.; 
postage lid .

T H E  B IB L E : W H A T  IS IT W O R T H  ? By Colonel R. G . 
Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

T H E  H IST O R IC A L  JESUS A N D  T H E  M Y T H IC A L  C H R IST.
By Gerald Massey. What Christianity owes to Ancient 
Egypt. Price 9d.; postage Id.



ACID DROPS

Tlio Archbishop of York seems to he upset in his mind because 
the miners, or a large section of them, decline to accept the 
offer for him to come and talk matters over differences that have 
occurred. We think that the men have acted sensibly in 
keeping the Archbishop at a distance. What kind of help can 
the clergy give the miners, even though they were really con­
cerned with the matters occurring? Looking back at the 
difficulties that have occurred between the miners and the mine- 
owners we do not find the clergy very much concerned for the 
welfare of the “  lower ”  section, and the men are, naturally, 
suspicious when the leading clergy are anxious,to interfere. The 
miners will be w ise to keep the clergy at a distance.

lteligion has never been able to get far away from “  sex,”  
as witness its ever-recurring association with Christianity, 
exemplified in the thousands of sermons on the subject parsons 
spout every year. A week or so ago a Conference was held in 
London on “  Christian Sex Education,”  and naturally there 
was a crowded Christian audience. To prove how much sex 
dominated the Christian Bible—and outlook—the Bifliop of 
Loudon pointed out how God’s Holy Word dealt with Onanism, 
Bestiality, Fornication and Adultery, all “  sex ”  subjects, and 
on these, “  our Lord accepted, in the main, the Old Testament 
as a basis.”  All the same, “  our Lord ”  could not accept Divorce 
as put by Moses, and it “  could not be allowed to Christians.”  
It must be a very sad blow for such a fundamentalist having to 
admit tlie fact that the law of the land accepts divorce, in spite 
of Jesus and Or. Wand.

The “  Universe ”  has lately dragged up an old sheet known 
as “  The Holy Shroud ”  as an authentic, relic of “  our Lord.”  
But even Catholics can sometimes demur, and some of them 
appear to have protested against the Holy Shroud’s authenticity. 
Faced with this, the “  Universe ”  now suggests that it is not 
“  a point of faith,”  which means a good Catholic need not 
believe in the Holy Shroud; and it sends readers to the article 
by Fr. Thurston in tin/ Catholic Encyclopedia which is against 
its being genuine. If Catholics could only show the same pluck 
in qtiestioning other “  relics ”  and 11 miracles,”  what a shake-up 
the Church would receive!

Wo are all apt to overlook how little removed from the savage 
--mentally—are large masses of the population. And there is 
nothing like religion for giving us a healthy reminder of the 
fact. For not alone is all religion a survival of primitive ways 
of looking at the world, but when a really religious man begins 
to apply his religion to life, the savage is rampant. Thus, we 
observe a w riter in the “  Leeds Mercury ”  saying that the lesson 
to be learned from the present state of the world is that man 
has lost “  his God-given right to conduct his ow n government.”  
All we should like to know is. if man cannot govern himself, who 
is to govern him? Wo fancy the writer’s reply would lie; “  Tho 
clergy—or, in other words, the Church.”  It is a puzzle to us why 
editors open their columns to the rubbish that some of these 
rabid religionists send in. We presume it is a matter of 
circulation. ________

Those who study the matter closely are at no loss to account 
for this emphasis on social duty by present-day religionists. It 
represents the final stage of a lengthy process. Preachers are 
to-day forced to profess an interest in social topics, because 
whole masses of the population have lost interest in religious 
ones. Some may take up such topics willingly because of their 
strong human sympathies. Others do so because they are late 
enough to observe that unless they modify their creed in 
accordance with the spirit of the age they and their religion 
will soon bo lelt far in the rear, it is the last stand of a form 
of belief that once dominated life from the cradle to the grave. 
Willi many these tactics are obviously successful. But the number 
of those w ho see through-the policy grows steadily. If religion 
menus social service, the sooner it is called by its right name the 
better. Society gains nothing by squandering its energies in

upholding, even indirectly, a. system of beliefs which ow< * 
origin to the ignorance of primitive savagery, and " llica ,, 
brought to maturity during the darkest and most dep0 
period of European history.

Most of theSuperiors who wereT  Printed th© case of two Mother
there is nothing new 0U1A  trj,' n£i to evade the Customs. Well, 
is no real reason l 10 " mt- tt is a common offence, and there 
uot indulge in ¡t 1 /  members of the Catholic Church should
1,1 ''¡d evading taxes d'Vi a,ld " onien ° f  all stages of life do not 
as good, as any oti. Wy can- A Christian group is as bad, or 
women as good or ns I,. £rouP- The Mother Superiors are just 
Unit come from the "  ,as.ot*ler women, but with special faults
religion creates bad thin minds. Other things equal,
them away, .and wo 1 111 the name of their creed. Move
a,id bad. a' °  fauIts of human nature clear—

What we have said, reminds us of a curious experience 
had some years ago. On© of our members, as near as honest, 
can be, and good-natured to all, was devoted to our movement- 
Ho was an ardent Freethinker, and fell under the fantastic»1 
crime of “  Blasphemy.”  That was created by a priest »' 
cultured by rogues. It is an impossible crime for an Atheist. 
-uni a foolish one for a godite. We did what wo could to seen 
V i  63™, iUti th°  , " d<iC " as a Christian and tho jury mam. such While he was in a London prison we also did what * 
lm e c  t eer " \ by tho allo" ed visits; and during one ® 

ese usds we noted that among the rules was, that in addit
“  criminnJ6M y V18lts- !)f cIerSyraen and the like, if some <>d , 
m  u l, ' ' as without a clergyman he could bo obtain
J lie consideration was suprelne.

se*r#I»rHut our u criminal ”  had no regular visitor, such as a 
chaplain,’ ’ so we talked to the attendant. He did J,,̂ s 

how it could be remedied. He could not interfere, but
that we might apply higher up.------- . . .  . . . .„ ........ ..... W e did so, and were infol’|sey
that the matter had never been considered, and therel011 j]y 
could not alter the present method. We tried again, lllK. t|0n' 
reached the Home Secretary, with whom rested any alt®1 ‘ t. a 
But he refused, and his refusal was that there was 0f 
sufficient number of Freethinkers in prison to warrant » c*0nld 
the existing regulations being altered. Of course " f  t],pt 
have gone on, hut we wore left with the official declaration ju]| 
so far as prisons woro concerned, it was a case of “  Prison ^ 
with godites.”  One tiling may he said. The Atheist ox'l)1 j0ni 
was well looked after while he lived, which was not verv j eJ. 
after his release. Wo saw that he had all that was 11,1 |l0t 
But we are still of tho opinion that Christians shoul 
monopolise the prisons. They should he ojien to nil. EveI 
of the priests should not lie denied entrance.

1 tBy the way. it is only fair that we should say ^ |C.|;cJ 
tender susceptibilities of the “  Daily Mirror ”  were 811 rj-pe 
that people should laugh over the two Mother Superiors.  ̂
editor says its a “  moral tragedy.”  Wo are not ‘•’"V ||Ui of 
whether this means sorrow for tho people who were founu 
for the people trying to out-do our officials, or surprise' 
two representatives of the Church had not been better t*1

, • • . ed t-1“1Good news from the Pope of Homo. Ho has inform . .j#Ii 
world “ that an enduring peace must rest upon Cn> „  ¡1 
principles.”  That sounds very well, or would sound " ’’
we only knew what exactly is meant by “  Cliristian Prino'P 
Hitler was ready to teach that at any time—so long iis by 
allowed to give his own interpretation of what was m®n ii:)-

tlm*-Christian principles. Ever since Christianity began bliW
been the cry. There have been long stretched-out wars j's 
and as brutal as eould bo conceived, and tho Christm1* vc 
waved over the heads of both sides. Even in tlie last " 1'|p1oSt
had a deeply religiously-impressed man in Hitler, and he 
always claimed that he acted on Christian principles.

<(

1

Mi,

Ore
(
u

I
1

l.e

1111 
*<
tin
¡¡,

. H,

1
I

'r
n

I ̂  
1

I N
l't



^Ptemler 28, 1947 THE FREETHINKER
pir
>re
ble

1er
ill,
?re
ild
lot
or
ist
Its
III.
Vi'
Oil

“THE FREETHINKER’
41, Gray’ s Inn Road,

Aphone No. ; Holbom 2601. London, W.C. 1.

Du

TO CORRESPONDENTS

peek—Thanks for cuttings.

t
0/ iiil,"\J^era Ûre sliould be sent to the Business Manager 
Und >1, , . u>ne,er Press, 1/1 Gray’s Inn Baud, London, W.C. 1,

" S  tl! " the Edit0*‘

I Fn'J no^ ce as possible.
will be forwarded direct from the Publishing 

Hear ,i1' ^he following rates ( Home and Abroad) :  One 
Ut/, '*•» half.,jear, fis. Gd.; three months, 4s. .',d.
I|'.(; j  nr>tices must reach 41, Gray’s Inn Bond, London, 

! ^terte’fj ^le pos  ̂ 0,1 Monday, or they will not be

SUGAR PLUMS

" s. Gray of West Wickham: —
"li Live often wondered whether you have birthdays or 
f. 1 lei’ yours was a special creation. Now I know the 
I s> I now tender you my very best wishes—by “  you, 

" ‘can both of you.
/t  may interest you to know that 1 first heard you in the 
c-JOs on Mile End Waste; since when 1 June been amongst 

... 1 auditors many, many times—always in London. I have 
®n.ded, since ’95, all the debates you have had with pro- 

‘ cssing Christians.
A
''ayv3 s record.
Ciw tllink that the re are still some readers who can equal Mr.

What 
is over

%
bi|,|, received a lengthy dissertation on the theme “
I ' "iis t)0 "'‘►rid he like without Christianity? ”  Well, it i,.........
ti|,, yv ff) say what would bo the value of something that never 
4 T T  But it is easy to note what did arrive, and we may well 
Sil(,' l;it has the world been like with Christianity? We must 
T‘i(," IL>I that if the Christian creed was poor in its essence, 

|."ei'° apart from religion, the development of the Egyptian, 
’sq the Greek and other civilisations—to go no further—
.„^Promised a development of life and learning. That culture 

(‘‘lfid stop by step with the development of Chritianity. Of 
'i,, is not the slightest doubt. Let anyone take note ot
lie,,''Ey religion has had to give way to science since the 
lu asanee and how much the world has progressed in know- 

a»d culture in spite of religion.

II,,!,10 following come from our old favourite, Oliver Wendell
—there must be some people alive who still road him 

'■rl|i(* frequently see persons in insane hospitals sent there in 
I i.j 'h'lenco of what are called religious mental disturbances. 

Ss that I think bettor of them than of many who hold the 
| Motions and keep their wits, and appear to enjoy life very 

I, l’ ,°Utside of the asylums. Any decent person ought to go 
! v . , lf ho really holds such opinions. Anything that is brutal, 
Hj ’ that makes life hopeless for the most of mankind, any- 

i that assumes the necessity of extermination, no matter
' h. t.H»«.you oal1 it, no matter by what name you call it, no matter
NÜ*...............................<>r a fakir or a monk, or a deacon believe it, if received
I ',"t to produce insanity in every well regulated mind.

1 ifc4s11 very much ashamed of some people for retaining their 
|hii ? " l |on they know perfectly well if they were not the most 
I'",,, or the most selfish of human beings they would become 

c'"mpos at once.”
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The Doxology was sung when a vote against Sunday Cinemas 
was recorded at a. Shrewsbury Town’s meeting recently. A poll 
was demanded and the result just to hand shows 0,220 in favour 
of Sunday opening and 1,986 against; a majority in favour, 
4,231. We understand there will be no thanksgiving services in 
the local churches. One of the hardest workers for the Sunday 
opening was Robert Cooper, aged 73 in years but young in spirit, 
he is a member of the N.S.S. and proud of the part lie played.

Following a very successful open-air season in which Messrs. 
G. Thompson, W. Parry, Sen., and W. O. Parry, Jun., played 
an active part, the Merseyside Branch N.S.S. announce that 
the Picton Hall, William Brown Street, Liverpool, has been 
engaged for Sunday, October 5, when the Branch Chairman, 
Mr. Geoffrey Thompson, will lecture on, “  Why the Gods must 
Go.”  Doors oper at 6-30 commence at 7 p.m. Admission is 
free, with some reserved seats at one shilling each. From 
October 12 fortnightly meetings will be held in the Stork Hotel, 
Queen’s Square, Liverpool. There is plenty of room in the 
Branch for helpers and those willing should get in touch with 
the Branch Secretary, Miss A. M. Parry, 476, Mill Street, 
Liverpool, 8. ------------ .

The Kingston-on-Tlmmes Branch, N.S.S., sends a report of 
one of its most successful .open-air seasons. Christian opponents, 
clerical and lay, have been very helpful, audiences have been 
large and interested, and Messrs. F. A. Ridley, W. Barker, 
L. Ebury and E. 'I'. Bryant have been skilful in attack and 
defence. The Branch Secretary, Mr. W. Barker, is a very 
valuable asset in our local propaganda there.

The Glasgow Branch N.S.S. opens its indoor season on 
October 5, in the McLollan Galleries, with a platform consisting 
of Mrs. M. Whitefield and Messrs. A. Reilly (Edinburgh), 
J. McCorrister (Helensburgh) and R. Hamilton. Questions and 
answers will be a feature of the evening, with some stories in 
humour and dialogue by R. Hamilton. Admission is free, and 
proceedings begin at 7 p.m. A syllabus is being arranged and 
the Branch Secretary, .Mis. M. Whitefield, 351, Castlemilk Rond, 
Kings Park, Glasgow, S.4, will be pleased to give any further 
information required.

The Rationalist Press Association has arranged a series of 
six illustrated lectures on “  Some Aspects of Evolution ”  by 
Maurice Burton, D.Sc., and W. E. Swinton, Pli.l)., F.R.S.E., 
of the British Museum, to take place in the Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, W .C .l, on Wednesdays, beginning October 8, at 
7 p.m. Tickets fin- six lectures, (is., may be obtained from the 
R.P.A., Johnsons Court, E.C.4.

The Conway Discussion Circle reopens its winter syllabus with 
a “  Brains T rust”  on Tuesday, October 7, in the Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square. The “  Brains ”  will include Mrs. Blanco 
White, Mr. J. Fortes, Mr. S. L Hsung, and a representative 
of the Christian Evidence Society. Miss J. M. James requests 
that questions—on posten)ds— be sent as soon as possible to 
Johnsons Court, E.C.4.

THE ARAB EMPIRE AND ITS CONTRIBUTION 
TO OUR MODERN CIVILISATION

v
THE medieval Christians forbade washing as being an attention 
of which the “  vile body ”  was unworthy, the monks and nuns 
boasting of their bqdily .filthiness, which was considered an 
essential attribute of sanctity. It is recorded of one saint (whose 
image is still worshipped by millions of Catholics) that in all 
her life she never washed any part of her body all the sixty 
years of her holy life. One of the first acts of the Catholic 
ruler, Philip 11, husband of our English Queen Mary, on 
attaining the reinstated throne of Spain, was to order every 
one of the many hundreds of public baths to be destroyed, and 
forbid the 11 heathen practice ”  of washing even to the 
Mahommedans, to whom it is an integral part of their religion.



Abd-er-Rahman III, the last great Sultan of Cordova, 
described as “  the most enlightened and successful sovereign 
that ever ruled any country,”  built in honour of his mistress 
an additional suburb to Cordova which took forty years to 
complete, 10,000 workmen being employed. It is recorded that 
there were 15,000 doors of polished brass, and the interior walls 
of the mosques were inlaid with mosaic of mother-of-pearl, gold 
and silver. The Palace in this suburb was served by no less 
than 23,300 attendants. In fact the description reminds one 
vividly of the House of God which Solomon built at Jerusalem 
in accordance with instructions from Jehovah.

One important industry introduced to Spain was that of silk 
weaving, there being 130,000 weavers in Cordova alone.

Toledo and Damascus taught the whole world how to make 
the finest tempered sword blades. We owe even our watch- 
springs to the Saracens!

About 1150, Averroes, the greatest, most admired and last of 
the Arabian philosophers in the West, was flourishing at 
Cordova. Master of jurisprudence, theology, medicine, mathe­
matics and philosophy, he might be taken as the model upon 
which the heavily handicapped scientists of Europe endeavoured 
to build up their knowledge. Many of his manuscript treatises 
still exist, together with German and Latin translations; the 
work, however, for which ho is best known to scholars, is his 
commentary on Aristotle.

Fifty years earlier, the star of the scientist Omar Khayyam 
had been shining with a similar brilliance at Khorassan, in the 
Eastern part of the Empire. The only work of his now known 
to the modern public, however, is Edward Fitzgerald’ s inspired 
poetic rendering of this great thinker’ s philosophical epigrams.

In one Sultan’s library at Cordova there were 600,000 manu­
script books, the collected knowledge, wisdom and history of 
the then known world. Most of these were later destroyed by 
tho Berbers of N.W. Africa who never seem to have acquired 
their Arab and Jew brothers’ respect for and love of learning 
and culture, and indeed were little if any better than the 
contemporary Christians. (Read Lane-Poole, “  Moors in 
Spain.” )

The. history of Andalusia, just like that of tho Saracen’s 
African and Eastern Empires, affords one almost uninterrupted 
record of insurrections and' internal wars, besides the over- 
present external enemies. Powerful princes and generals ever­
lastingly struggling for still more power, and rival religious 
parties unceasingly plotting for the same thing. It took a very 
strong, very wise and very courageous hand to keep all these 
conflicting factions and nationalities in tolerable order, and such 
a hand was not, of course, always in power. Arabs, Moors, 
Christians, Jews, Slavs and Spaniards never lost an opportunity 
of venting their jealousies upon one another the instant the 
strong hand was absent or temporarily relaxed. After a while 
the Kalifs of Cordova, just like the Kalifs at Baghdad (as in 
parts of present-day America) came to be the more puppets of 
some powerful faction or other, and the country in general 
suffered in consequence.

More than once the Moslems of Andalusia had to appeal to 
the Berbers across the Straits to help them repel the attacks 
of the Christians who still occupied the hilly country in the 
North of Spain. By 1100, Spain had become merely a province 
of tho North African Berber Empire. These now and uncultured 
fanatics, obsessed by their religion, inaugurated a period of 
persecution of Jews and Christians, and -very soon the chaos 
which their armies had temporarily reduced to some sort of 
order broke out again. The Christian provinces of the North, 
Leon and Castile, poor, rude and uncultured boors, but when it 
came to fanaticism as good men as the Berbers, took advantage 
of the general unrest to suspend their own civil wars and 
organise combined attacks on the Moslems, in which they met 
with considerable successes.

Wonderful deeds of prowess were performed by the Cid (Sayid) 
Ruy Diez, who made himself King of Valencia in 1094, after

allying himself indifferently with Christian oi Mosl
which-

ever happened to be likely to help him to power.
By 1260, only the province of Granada remained to the - 0 ^

P le Mo°rs remain'in!,1 a;,n<Uo tUre ° f “  these benighted heathen.
their god and accept tl ,, pain wei'e now forced to renoun« 
or forfeit everythinn u brotherly love and goodwillg they possessed and leave the country.

than acknowledge the’Ihre© million Moslems did this rather 
false god of the Christians. rulture

Barbarian Catholicism had killed the golden goose o 
and the bright sun of Spain had begun its setting. of

“ Then followed that abomination of desolation, the 51 
the Holy Inquisition, and the blackness of the intellect"«' jejt 
ness in which Spain has been plunged ever since”  (Lane- 
The once fertile irrigated lands relapsed into deserts. 
medicine became a joke. Scientific knowledge was repl'1«^^,, 
prayer. The discoveries of Newton and Harvey—made 
by Moorish groundwork—were condemned as being incoffll

.fiewith the Holy Scriptures! .„ig.-
By the eighteenth century Madrid did not possess <l  ̂ #1)y 

public library, so overpowering was the Catholic dread p.r 
sort of scientific knowledge. Even to-day, in what o'
ourselves is an era of enlightenment, Catholic read'1 t> j , 1 

: ............  , , .....w .  thie»*scientific books is very rigorously censored, under tin*'
“  mortal sin.”

However, even when the blossom of Moslem culture had f .jy
its seeds had been carried far and wide to germinate painf'1.

tur"'*and slowly here and there through tho following centu--  ̂
spite of every imaginable effort being made to suppress it ■ .̂ i- 
Christian Churches. And now, at last, Science is conUJ'fi^^
its own, and we may hope that before long the scientific outono longer hampered by religious obstruction, may conic o 
cultivated in our schools just as it was in Cordova and Ba(?
a thousand years ago.

M. C. BROTHERTON, Connu. II.N«

PATHOLOGICAL PIETY

lie"?'

Pa
heart, drawing it backwards and forwards, up and down,
he had inscribed the name of Jesus on his heart. The
flowed plonteously out of his flesh from the sharp stab' la"

this was so ravishing a sight to him from tho ardour of i";
aboulove that ha cared little for the pain . . . The letters were < 

the breadth of a smooth stalk of corn, and the length of a I |)|t. 
of the little finger . . .  At every beat of his heart the
moved with it.

jtoc
U

Granada was |f!i.
Two hiT ¡” 'd x“ ~....... -paying tribute to^tf ^ er tIle Moslem King of Gramma .... 

carrying on the ° . ‘ r Christian King of Spain, while still 
forgotten Cordov- <U1 1Sâ on and culture of the now almost

At the end o f 'dS ^  Î16 fourteenth centuiy.
°f Malaga w.,s ^L-’enth century the important seaport 

taken by the troops of Ferdinand and
having had two

survivors, 15,000 men , Mding day!), the
slaves bv their Clin t ’ men and children, being made 
and the 800 years 0f M COnquerors- Granada fell soon after, Moor sovereignty in the West was ended.*’ fa ,4«turns of

Ira

lar 
I Ire 
! *a<

Isabella (the pious, who confessed to having 
baths: one at birth, the other on her w e d d i n g ' ^ d e

1

countless Arahic t, ,l,|l<(l by the burning by the Christians 
abic b°°ks Jn which had been collected for 700 years‘ 1 C.1 ”
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[The following excerpts from the “  Life of the Blessed 
Suso”  (1300-1365), translated by T. F. Knox, * 
published 1913, with an introduction by Dean ()( 
illustrates one of the methods by which a conscious"1' | 
religion bus been kept alive in certain cases, and *ILV' 
as proofs of piety by the people.]

hige 17.—lie  (Suso) thrust the style into the flesh ab°u  .¡|
j ......:__  :* i__ l------ 1.. ___i i ......... i ............... -i
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1 f- V ^ u'*̂  I‘e ate no more fruit. Next year the fruit 
Si, J11<J, so that the convent was without fruit. The servitor

foil ^  ^0l Ŵ°  years (after a vision had told him he was
P faile,

\^\ 1
j laving now after many combats gained the mastery over 
I I'nit l' ln(  ̂ w*sf1*ng to be no longer singular at table about 
I it. .̂“6sought Almighty God to supply the whole convent with 
I V,, en ^ was morning, an unknown person arrived with a 

l̂ li quantity of new pennies for the convent, and desired that 
V,s ^ ‘PPles might be bought up everywhere with them. This
p. le*

• T* ■P'or thirty years he never broke silence at table 
t||;i|. , 0Ilce when he was returning from a chapter with many 

| l‘a l0^lers> and they ate on board ship (on Lake Constance?).
! Ill’s 46:~ ChaPter X V II.—To bring his body into subjection 
1 Had, sPirit . . .  he secretly caused an undergarment to be 
I L . 01 him, and in thé undeî'garment he had strips of leather 
lti; ‘nto which 150 brass nails, pointed and filed sharp, were 

k a ’ / » d  tlie points of the nails were always turned towards 
| *> t(jlS ' had this garment made very tight, and so arranged 
j !ik 8° round him and fasten in front, and it reached up to 
k ^ h  Now in summer, when it was hot, and ho was very 
!»,, and ill from jjjg journeyings, he would sometimes, as he 
,ii|)llls hi bonds, and tormented also by noxious insects, cry 
i ,].,j give way to fretfulness. “  Alas, gentle God, what 
S„ 'J'” is this I When a man is killed by murderers, it is 
t hut 1 lie dying here under the cruel insects, and

j u1.|'|lnn<,,: die ”  . . .  He bound a part of his girdle round his 
Lit].’ and made out of it two leather loops, into which he 

K hands, and then locked his arms into them with two 
, ;'nd placed the keys on a plank beside his bed, where 

ikj l0"iained until he rose for matins and unlocked himself, 
j H| were thus stretched upwards, and fastened one on 

!il1t su|<! of his tliroat, and lie made the fastenings so secure 
L„;;ven if liis cell had been on fire about him he could not 

.'"'l'od himself. This practice he continued until his hands 
k,, 'l'ms had become almost tremulous from the strain, and 
V|(S le devised something else (leather gloves covered with 

f" tear him if he scratched himself in sleep).

fWks

C. II AH run.
„„„ ‘to no apples while he could eat them without hurting 
»Ho,,-,.hut as soon as they were scarce, he and his convent 
Vni'^'d “ H tlie apples in the district! 0  kindly and 

Ul<,"t Religion.—C. 11

CORRESPONDENCE

A PROTEST
fSspM r. UuCaim must not be allowed to get away with his 
l'i “ Implectic vituperations against British fare in 1947 (the 

®'ni, ‘‘thinker, September 7). I am shocked that he should 
10 standards of rationalism to the fantastic extent of

i|>„ ¡ '̂“g that talk of a world food shortage is political camou- 
S ii i'1 :i situation that is peculiar to Britain. Presumably he 
,(j s the available analyses of our current economic crisis 

\ '" "e l i  poppycock? Maybe he dismisses Sir John Boyd Orr’s 
iii,, *’stimato that the world’s food supply would have to be 

t'lij | doubled to enable everyone to be ns well fed as the 
,*• either wrong or irrelevant? And it goes without

|!'i(| j that ho considers a liutritural contrast between Britain 
,ri|., ' l|xemlmiirg to be more illuminating than one between 
L ,] “ “ d Franco. Is he aware that France, agriculturalisod 
M ,, gi'ee we can never hope to attain, is nevertheless worse 
A,.]1'" ’ Britain?
a,| '1|ls refutation of the economics of our rations would in- 
i, ’6 welcome, but to imply that shortages aro due to 
h '“ eiital incompetence or knavery or ignorance of 
icl,, 1 ‘“ urgianisin is merely trifling with the patience of your 
Iid.,,*1, A pity, too, for Mr. DuCann’s wrapping paper, the'I'M e 1 ' ' '  V

°f the “  Continental Sunday,’
rsi etc.,

was excellent and timely. 

N. T. GrIDGEMANN.
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OBITUARY

Although not an active worker for the Rationalist Movement, 
but one of those who would always defend her own views and 
thoughts relative to Rationalism, Sarah Ann Lyddon (widow) of 
29, Bi'oad Walk, Knowle, Bristol 4, died at the age of 81 years.

She had been an invalid these past five years due to the “  air­
raids ”  on this City and also due to the loss of her only daughter- 
in 1943. Ur. I)atta paid great tribute to her wonderful 
philosophy and wisdom and her thoughts and actions for her 
fellow citizens.

Dr. Datta said that although this beautiful lady has left us, 
her thoughts and wisdom still remained in her only son, Edwin 
Lyddon, who has devoted the whole of his time in nursing and 
attending to her while an invalid.

The remains were cremated at Arnos Vale Crematorium on 
August 14, 1947.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—Outdoob

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead). 
Sunday, 12 noon : Mr. L. Ebuky (Highbury Corner); 7 p.m.: 
Mr. L. Ebuky.

West London Branch (Hyde Park).'— Sunday, G p .m .: Messrs. 
F. Pace, James Habt, C. E. Wood. Thursday, 7 p .m .: Messrs. 
F. Page, James Hart, C. E. Wood.

LONDON—I ndoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W .C.l).—Sunday, 11a.m .: “ Between Two Ages,”  Mr. J. 
Hutton H ynd (Leader of St. Louis Ethical Society),

COUNTRY—O utdoor

Accrington Market.—Sunday, 7 p.m.: Mr. J. Clayton.
Crawshawbooth.— Friday, September 2G, 7-15 p .m .: Mr. J.

Clayton.
Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (The Mound).—Sunday, 7 p.m., Mr. 

A. R eilly.
Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street)__Sunday, 7 p.m.:

Mr. J. Barker.
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—Sunday, 3 p.m., 

Messrs. K ay, Taylor and McCall.
Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Bigg Market).—Sunday, 7 p.m.: 

Mr. J. T. Brighton.
Nottingham (Old Market Square).—Sunday, 7 p.m., Mr, T. M. 

M osley .

Oswaldtwistle.—Saturday, September 27, 6-30 p.m .: Mr. J.
Clayton.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers’ Pool).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
Messrs. A. Sam ms, G. L. Greaves.

COUN TRY—In noon
■Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (38, John Bright Street, Room 13)__

Sunday, i p.m.: “ Man Power: Past, Present and Future,”  
Mr. E. Brin dley .

Bradford Branch X.S.S. (Science Boom, Mechanic’s Institute)__
Sunday, 6-30 p.m. : “  These Multilateral Schools,”  Councillor 
•I. Backhouse (Bradford).

Halifax Branch N.S.S. (7, St. James Street).—Sunday, 7 p.m. : 
A lecture.

Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Socialist Booms, Royal Arcade, Pilgrim 
Street).—Sunday, 6 p .m .: Special Meeting. All members and 
friends incited.

WANTED.—■Sincere Freethinkers in all countries who are 
prepared to turn their hand to a congenial task. Write to 
Box 101. “ The Freethinker,”  41, Grays Inn Road, 
London, W.C.l.
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A WORLD FIT FOR P E O P L E  TO LIVE IN 

Plan for Individuals—not Governments

PERMANENT peace can never rest upon the basis of agreement 
between Governments. Furthermore, in any international 
security system which rests primarily upon the continual 
collaboration of proud and powerful Powers, justice will prevail 
only on those occasions when it coincides with expediency. 
Wars have often resulted from the fact that men are prone to 
consider injustice too high a price to pay for peace.

The administration of justice frequently involves a choice 
between right and right. Many of the expedients to which 
statesmen are now being driven in their search for world 
security face us, however, with a choice between wrong unit 
wrong. Of this' nature is the question of boundary revision in 
Europe. In a region where boundaries between politically 
independent States cannot be drawn anywhere without causing 
injustice and misery to millions of human beings, even the best 
frontier is no better than a grey veil over a black outlook.

Similarly, to attempt to improve the United Nations Charter 
might seem like building a palace upon sands which had 
scarcely borne the weight of a tent. The world is confronted 
with a dilemma: whether to create a world-wide international 
organisation that cannot possibly be a government, or to create 
an international government that cannot at the outset be world­
wide. The purpose of this article is to suggest that we do 
both. Attempts by the protagonists of either to discredit the 
other may lead to the rejection of each. In the post-war world, 
divided whether we like it or not into at least three major and 
many lesser political blocs, dominated by governments which 
derive their powers from, and owe their allegiance to, separate 
communities, we shall need a table round which the inter-play 
of power politics ran proceed without bloodshed, and across 
which the guns can be pointe d without the triggers being pulled. 
The alternative to that table is the battlefield.

But any hope that the world can be peacefully and justly 
governed by a cartel of sovereign governments is as vain an 
to expect the Government of Britain to preserve the peace of 
the Realm, if that “  government”  derived from an assembly 
of nominees of the County Councils, whose “  laws ”  could not 
pass into effect until ratified by the 52 separate Councils, and 
if such “  laws ”  even then did not act directly upon individual 
citizens but only on and through the County authorities. Inter­
national law can never mean what it says until it operates 
directly upon individuals. Police action cannot be taken against 
a whole nation. The perverted principle of legislation upon 
States, as the only subjects of international law, has invariably 
failed. Throughout history, attempts to coerce dissentient 
powers have split the comity of nations into two—usually equal— 
camps, and led to wars Whose outcomes seldom bore much 
relation to the merits of the ease, and which have inevitably 
punished the innocent with the guilty.

The weakness of the “  United ”  Nations lies not so much in 
minor imperfections, for these would exist in any scheme pro­
pounded by fallible human minds. The fundamental principle 
on which it is based is false : it is not possible to govern govern­
ments, even by governments. Individual men and women are. 
the only proper objects of government, and they are the only 
subjeits from which an international authority can properly 
derive its powers. An authority which ostensibly derives its 
powers from governments linds in practice—as do all leagues— 
that in an emergency it is left with only duties and blame for 
failure to perform those duties, whilst the power indispensable 
for their performance remains in other hands ' It follows there­
fore that the world community needs an elected parliament, 
to make binding personal law in purely international matters,

whilst leaving the . •their Kenar-H, .■ vanous national legislatures full power m 
the same time the ̂ f a  Spheres' 0,1 lv thus cun wo ensure at 

Most idealists , ■’ am  ̂ tile independence of nations,
can probably nof'°h ' agl0e wtth the realists that such ail ideal 
SCi|le, but we ow ■ +ea!liied’ in our generation, on a global 
direction. \y(, ' 1 0 Posterity to start the world in that
future ¡iitern-ir,,l"  it <l(Jato forthwith a working model of the 
which might pr< v"'* ri>mtnunity, a “  regional arrangement ’ 
inevitably fail "  t0 ^le dynamic without which UNO will

Peoples of the ' b p p V  °°ldd he created, for example, by the 
■countries of VA*. mjSh Comm°nwealth of Nations and the 
prosperity are so < *!' l' uroPei who in matters of safety and 
°f life provides the 1 •' ' pendent, and whose democratic mod1'
a step. j „  sucj1 M.S1S °f mutual trust so necessary for such
a minority share in t/' , ’ ea°h national community would ha"'
Pile system should h ! ' *’p'nco nn<l foreign policy of the whob 
join as and when t! !  °Pen to a)1 °ther like-minded nations to
stitutional conditions 'hit!r  and wilIing io l,ccvPk the W"‘

From such an af. nlg  the founder members.
ages shelter the earth 1 Spiil,g the oak that wi)1 f"tu'r

HAROLD S. BIDMEAD.

A DYING GOD

Tread ye lightly—whisper low ;
Fall upon your knees and bow 
For God lies on his death-bed now.
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Softly, sadly in dismay
All good Christians watch and pray—
While God. grows weaker ev’ry day.

Mother Church with wringing hands 
From the B.B.C. demands 
An S.O.S. for monkey-glands!

; Days of National Prayer are urged ; 
Doleful, dismal psalms are dirged— 
For Man is still in Sin submerged.

Hence the reason for God’s ills ; 
Windy wrath his belly Jills.
Let’s give him constipation pills I
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Rut alas, there is no hope ;
No results from our soft-soap—
No healing from the bishops’ dope.

None can save him—he must die 
As other gods have long passed by— 
And r e a s o n  is the reason w h y .
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Priests have failed with all their lies — 
All that Ignorance implies.
When Reason lives—God gasps and dies

W. II. WOOD-

Pam phlets for the People
B y C H A P M A N  C O H E N

T IK’S
What is the Use of Prayer? Did Jesus Christ -Exist- aJ  

shall not Stiller a Witcli to Live. The Devil. ^NAuel'1' 
Design. Agnosticism or . . .? Atheism. What is Frectn 
Must wc have a Religion? The Church’s Fight fo r_ *‘|C«.¡jhod* 
Giving ’em Hell. Frcetliought and the Child. Morality '
God. Christianity and Slavery. Gods and their 1 ¿jjfe- 
Woman and Christianity. What is the use of a F u t°r

Price 2d. each. Postage Id. eaC ^

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press (G . VV. Foote and Company Limited). 41, Gray’ . Inn Road, London, W.C. 1.


