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VIEWS AND OPINIONS 

; * Saw T hing s

I >hed a very definite con- 
neralI ’Mion Was d^ite a youth, I rent 

I Mar |(<>,,cern'ng Christianity, and of religion in general. 
1 ;illv 'ls / can recall my. early years, 1 never had belief 

H sf1 l |S10n. As I have said elsewhere, belonging to 
^  I Fa|ents whose religious belief was a very, very thin 
'ill, (,|,''-"'V>rotet‘ted against the virus of Christianity. And 
i;,r j lllstians all round me I had a shield against what- 
* 0 *  rehgion met me in my daily life. 1 never 
'"s lv . a P°se of sadness at having to give up what to 
•if,, ,S |llsF a part of tales of fairies and goblins. I had 
HciiSes 0 devils and no love for God (the reader may, if he 
V r V |1'6verse the positions of God and Satan). I was 
V fai ' 6 discover any vital difference between these 
"I ]j|. °Us deities. They were each struggling for power, 

"""iy  humans came a cropper, the latest being 
i„J. i-^ter it was with ease that I passed from nothing

Q||( w, to a complete Atheist.
|s 'vas always interested with the rise and fall of

,|il|f|ai'd creeds, particularly with gods. I  suppose I was 
%j . ^^consciously getting interested in the part religion 
t̂stl ^ ed *n ^ le history of mankind. But there was no 

j1̂11 °F belief in any kind of religion; my interest really 
■'S0|' ^,e vvay that religions rose and fell, were praised 
\  (! '»id cursed by others. My interest in religion was
■%irj.,°i a young student’s interest in a museum of 
1 Tip.s. j never “  hated ”  Christianity, I just disliked 
^  Intred”  is a great thing, a lofty passion (read 

I VrJ^e‘are for proof) and it belongs to great character.
\ 'la nv. ---J. , i - 1 ,1. !■ l.'l. 1 _ ____•re not hated, they are just disliked. One may

|('r>"ternpt for gods and creeds, but there is, hanging 
them, a half pitiful, half contemptuousness of poor

Was rhy chief prevailing feeling to religion as a 
' I could sec nothing to admire in men and women

'h, 0"t things.
%

’olo
■%; -  . -------•
ILProclaim ing they deserved damnation, and joyfully
ip t :'"g God that someone suffered for their alleged sins.

( I ;'nd of thing, whether it be true or merely symbolical,
ili,,] '°s a degradation of character. J daresay that if I
\i(if, FrUng from other parents, 1 should have come to
b e*’ent conclusion, hut I was lucky

a preacher !> » iG I might even have 
It is good for all young men and

to begin life with a noti too heavy intellectual load.Mtl, -  ...........  .........--
'¡¡,î  ,'ight load, one can travel easily, and he wastes no

S\ getting rid of curious things that his forbears have 
vi; "p for his use, but which are sadly out of date. The
it l̂l>" that youngsters have to carry clogs their powers 
'«¡j. 1(! outset. The sound human rule would be to turn 
ii,| Tildron who become better than their parents and arc

ii0iu' above the follies and superstitions of the genera- 
r,:>'n which they spring. Parents cannot do too much

for their children, but they can very easily teach them too 
much.

There was one feature of Christianity that seemed to 
stand out clearly as one got better acquainted with it. .1 felt 
that the Christian religion was mean in essence, and in spite 
of the talk of love one another, it disguised the meanest 
features that faced the earth, it  seemed a splendid cover 
for meanness nicely covered with expressions of lofty ideals 
and noble motives. It talked much of humility and 
meekness and purity and excelled in arrogance, egotism, 
and lack of consideration for those outside the range of 
sectarian'interests, and evidenced obsession with a kind of 
inverted sexuality that left a trail of uncleanness in its path.
L found Christians talking much of giving their souls to 
God, but as God never talked, they were unable to know 
what God thought of the specimens submitted to him. I 
found them proficient in the mouthing of moral sentiments 
and finding this a very satisfactory substitute for healthy 
conduct. With a fervid propagandist zeal for improving 
other people, the Christian seemed to lose sight of the fact 
that some little attention should be paid to home affairs. 
His superiority was, indeed, a negative product derived 
from the contemplation of the badness of other people. It 
was this that gave—and gives—to the average Christian 
such a glow of moral worth when he is dilating on the vice 
of wickedness at home and the sinners abroad. In a 
thousand and one ways 1 found the Christian throwing up 
a moral smoke screen between himself and his real motives. 
By himself he could he neither daringly good nor decently 
bad. Whether it was selling opium on an international 
scale, annexing land from natives in all parts of the world, 
covering the seas with battleships or the land with armies, 
some highly, religious or moral motive had to be found for 
the occasion. He never clearly saw himself from the 
beginning to the end of life, and there is little wonder that 
when his real friends showed him his real picture, he 
rejected the portrait as a caricature.

There was one further .thing that demanded considera­
tion. Christianity had always seemed to possess a weird 
fascination for “  sinners ” — whether of the historic heroic 
type, or poor snivelling specimens in the shape of converted 
burglars and wife beaters. But I knew that miracles are 
no more possible in the world of morals than in (he world 
of atoms-. Character is not changed in the twinkling of an 
eye, despite the torrent of sanctified lying on this head that 
has been poured out by Christian preachers. The con­
verted man is the same man as (he unconverted, even 
though his qualities may now find some other method of 
gratification. Character is a question of development, and 
development is development, not miraculous transformation.

Now these things I have been describing were, and are, 
too Widespread to be accidental. Some causal connexion 
between them and Christianity there must he and it is not 
very difficult to discern what and where this is. Let me



take, for example, one of the most detestable of the intel­
lectual vices, intolerance. This is, in science, the unfor­
givable sin, in literature it is deprecated, even in politics 
any man will resent with indignation the charge of being 
intolerant. But if a man is intolerant by nature, what can 
so easily transform this vice into a virtu® as religion? He 
does not hide it, he boasts of it and counts it unto himself 
for righteousness. He will boast that he will not look at 
the other side, or read the other side, or listen to the other 
side. It is true he will not call his conduct intolerant, 
neither will his friends. He will call it a strong religious 
conviction, and they will refer to his profound religious 
belief. Nothing occurs to rouse him to a consciousness of 
the cultivation of one of the most evil qualities of human 
mentality; on.the contrary, it rises to the rank of a virtue, 
his religion has moralised it. He feels the better for being 
intolerant, and is actually honoured for cultivating a quality 
of which every decent man or woman ought to be ashamed. 
1 do not mean, of course, that intolerance is confined to 
religion, but 1 do mean that religion is the one thing that 
enables a man to cultivate it without sinking in the estima­
tion of those around him.

Now that gives one of the outstanding influences of 
Christianity in civilised life. It does not remove many of 
the ugly features of social life, it moralises them. It has, 
for instance, neither abolished, diminished, nor humanized 
war, but it has been the great inventor of moral justifica­
tions for it. It has taught men to be more truthful, 
hut in preaching and writing it has developed the use of 
falsehood in its service. So much is this the case that in 
all the innumerable slanders that have gone forth from 
Christian pulpits concerning those who differed from 
Christianity, I cannot recall a single case in which the 
slanderer has lost grace in the eyes of the Church. It has 
never encouraged a, man to look straight at himself, and 
to face the motives that were actuating his conduct. 
Christianity did not invent the meannesses of human nature, 
but I know of nothing that has done more to favour their 
expression. Of Christianity one may say as one may say 
of other things, men may have been good with it, but they 
would have been better without it.

These notes are really an answer to a question. 
This was put to me by one of my religious readers. He 
wanted to know why 1 hated Christianity so much. I have 
replied that I do not hate it at all. Ileal hatred should 
only exist, I might say can only exist, between equals-. 
There is nothing essentially mean about hatred.- it is a 
strong masculine passion and should be spent only on strong 
masculine things. For mean things one can only feel con­
tempt. But in relation to Christianity even that statement 
needs some little qualification. Christianity as a bundle of 
primitive beliefs and savage ceremonies is full of interest to 
anyone who takes a lively and intelligent interest in human 
evolution. In that respect one can examine it with just 
the same kind of feeling that one has towards the primitive 
forms of life that one finds in a museum of paleontology. 
It is when we find these beliefs and practices seriously put 
forward for the acceptance of a civilised community, and 
find them “  rationalised ” into something they have never 
meant and never can honestly be made to mean, that the 
evil is done. It is then that a belief acts, as a poison in the 
social and intellectual life of a nation. Anff one does not 
hate a parasite. One is simply disgusted with its presence 
and is anxious for its removal. CHAPMAN COHEN.

THE DAYS OF DANIEL DE F °E

fib  creator of “ Robins" Crusoe,”  Re Foe (1661-1731), «
1 many ways ‘ >‘0 father' of the English novel. la the•apher of Dickens, De F* 

■ “  drunk with the
much iis hi Pl,nf

r  govemeu u .  v..n«h and Clan
Preshvt V .bi*hop 1,avi»g «0 better charity than to Presbyterian ministers into contempt, and the chancelloi
better Wmdo,„  than to reduce them to beggary.”  ,  M

• ■ 1 10 I’assi,1g of the Act of Uniformity in 1662> ’ ,
n lusters were deprived of their benefices and all prospect 
^ atr  ;;r 1 casonable adjustment of differences vanished. j  
663, the Conventicle Art followed which made transport*1 

the punishment of all who for three times attended any l1'11 
of worship except,that of the State Church. Thus, Dissent«“ 

11 11 m 1 *g1 rum,I and tho persecuted sectaries co n d u cte d  •1 
seruces in secret, while gaining sympathy and support h»"1

of John Forster, the friend and biographer of Dick 
was born at a time when the people
of the Restoration, rejoiced in nothing so, -  „  i . ]  Claren^011
and courtesans . . . Sheldoi, governed the Church a11'
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lit.those who might otherwise have remained indiffeivn "j lltjll]ge/lCt‘ 
Bitter persecution proving abortive, an Act of 11 .npJ 

vas passed in the days of the Dutch War, and in •* V ^ber,rous but''1
meeting house in Bishopsgate, James roe, a prusp**  ̂ , oi 
worshipped with his son, Daniel, then a bright-oR* wpleJ 
eleven. But even this concession under Charles II 'V'1"- j-01. th° 
with an indulgence to Romanists and was really a
Crown’s endeavour to restore Popery in Britain. 

Young Daniel received a
«1

fair course of instruction^ ^  
academy in Newington Green where Charles Morton, y\v
sequently became a vice-president of Harvard College. ^ 1: 
England, officiated ns headmaster. All subjects were
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plain English ; the pupils became masters of their natJ ^  ... 
and it is said that “  more excelled in that pavticubu 
any. other school at that time.”  furtber

The Act of Indulgence was withdrawn in 1674, am  ̂ to 
penal laws were passed against Nonconformists from (|i>: 
1678. Then a passionate anti-Papal feeling was arouse* ^  to 
sensational stories of a widespread Popish r io t wine > 
the execution of prominent Catholics, many of " ’h01 
apparently innocent of all complicity in crime. (¡cF’

When the ignoble reign of Charles If neared its close- • u

>  

‘•If ]
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11
persecution of Dissenters was in full blast. When lfi( i.
........ , , : ,... . ,.............. . , :c I .‘ Of tU«.!..succeeded his brother he was almost deified, 
monarch’ s greetings,”  observes Forster 
were those of the churchmen and lawyers. The
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..fell*’1®
the most g1" 1
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«ish° V
Chester preached the divinity and infallibility of 
Temple benchers and barristers went to Court with the a u.p(.o
that high prerogative in its fullest extent was the subi’”'
best security for liberty -and property, and in every Pl,D

tli«

thanksgivings resounded.”  • yen1"'’
Clerical and legal abasement appear almost incredible, pie 

Re Foe was so scandalised that lie was persuaded •" 1 p.l/i 
ill-fated rising of Monmouth in which lie took part. lo r t "11
however, he escaped the horrible fate of those insurt cuts

lus s«1
tilin an evil hour, fell into the fangs of Jeffreys and aIy 

ordinates, for lie crossed the Channel and did not n tm11 
it was safe to do so. . ],$ ^

When tlie wanderer reappeared, he found that the

S
v

tlie Crown to dispense with the laws of the land h " v,- 
affirmed by eleven of the twelve Judges. This dispensing^^t 
was being employed to suspend the persecution of j
Dissenters wlio oirly too eagerly embraced this ° f  g - 1
clemency of the new king, without realising that 
acceptance was tantamount to a recognition of royal ‘1 1 pie?* 
De Foe was among the very few Dissidents who vie 
proceedings with grave concern.

s weD \V tl>
Henry of Navarre thought tho possession of Paris 

a mass. According to the then Archbishop of Rheims, •• jll#s 
was an honest ruler who sacrificed three kingdoms for ‘

Ik
1
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Utuveari f  °n Eoe, Forster shrewdly remarks that James’ 
f<%on ;L ’ so ê endeavour was to establish the Roman Catholic 

11 ’ ‘gland. When the Church, wliicli had declared 
and nroffered him unconditionalun-Christian and proffered ----

¡s !®0ce* refused him a single benefice, fat or
H urigcring Popish doctors outside the butterie '“’•ges— «- -■

him
or lean, and kept

-ova-.fi. " » — ______ _______  __  - ies °f her Oxford
® »Wnt a 16 Dissenters became his hope. If he could array

tys v- . Unst ^ le Church, there was an entrance yet for Rome.
«0idoliring

no

’ "’as hisc s passion. lie  had literally no other; and to balance 
Bteract it, he had neither the breadth of understanding

of heart.
f . si°0(i steadfastly by the Prince of Orange, when no 

!ko pr lnS as William III, after the flight of James II. He 
-are<\ an . “  Essay on Projects ”  which recommended 

Vovt.j1U banking methods; stressed the importance of 
,t: enir(,. roads as national benefits and as a source of
^«flic ’ 6 more considerate treatment of honest insolvents; 
'Me,,, ( jknt: législation against business knavery with a reliable 
11111 lour lnsuiunce against trading risks ; a Savings Bank for 
Sta]] an.̂ ’ tH crown all, compassionate treatment of the 
S  ¡) ‘“filicted. These far-reaching suggestions clearly prove
^ ^  Wa.fi w ol 1 ill nrlvim pp nf h is  t im e .{° e was well in advance of his time.
■,c j Essay,”  De Foe contended that Acts of Parliament 

'"'in ( 13 rn°ckeries when they allowed those who administered 
\  p CUSe their own class, while penalising poor offenders. 
!liitls, iJrso” , ” he complains, “  preaches a thundering sermon 
11 the lu“ Eenness, and the Justice sets my poor neighbour 
'Wi j .0(fis i and I am like to be much the better for either, 
'kh (|r tri0w that this same Parson and this same Justice were 
bo j, c together but the night before.”

V 6 deemed Occasional Conformity on the part of 
ls a derogation of dignity and a sacrifice of 

” ce. Leading Dissenters never forgave De Foe for

11 Ms
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Speaking, and ignored his valuable services. Indeed:
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' ^resbyterian ministers took his moral treatises into 
\   ̂ them, cribbed from them, preached upon their
’»ijj,, “̂ gely quoted them, but were careful to suppress his

Mtl'' '«loyalty and ingratitude of the self-seelcing politicians 
NiKii king who had saved their country from despotism, 
'ltu;  Do Foe’s fighting spirit, and he composed in verse bis 

Eoin Englishman ”  in which he satirised William’s 
“l[.| lls' some of whom plumed themselves on their purity 
S S N i y  enough this publication “  proved the undeniable 

so far from being of pure birth and blood, Englishmen 
%Cee l‘iost mixed race on earth, and owe to that very circum- 
V |' ^ ‘eir distinction over feebler races. Whilst others, for 

°f such replenishment, have dwindled or perished, the 
have been reinvigorated and sustained by it.”

°Pening lines of the satire are memorable: —
Wfier ever God erects a house of prayer,
Uie Devil always builds a chapel there;
M’d ’twill be found upon examination,
r,ie latter always has the largest congregation.

depopulation occasioned by the Civil War, Charles II 
y  ,Vn to have adequately functioned in replenishing the 

U|fity and increasing the peerage:— ,
,̂ nd carefully repeopling us again, 
j, “’ oughout his lazy, long, lascivious reign;

’ ench cooks, Scotch pedlars and Italian whores,
Wro all made lords or lord’ s progenitors.
F'ggars and bastards by his new creation 
.U multiplied the peerage of the nation,
'  ‘‘o will be all, ere one short age runs o ’er,

,is true born lords as those wo had before ;
ken with true English pride, they contemn 

’ “fi'ojnberg and Portland, new-made noblemen '
“.A lle was an astounding success. In addition to the nine 

s authorised by De Foe, twelve pirated editions were
i V at:

printed and it is said that 80,000 copies were sold in the streets 
alone. For it laughed to scorn all those who welcomed 
Charles IPs illegitimate offspring, while sneering at the dis­
tinguished Dutchmen raised to the peerage by King William. 
De Foe’s satire won Court appreciation. He visited the Palace, 
and during the remaining period of William’s reign lie was 
consulted concerning various aspects of public policy by his 
sovereign. «

“  Robinson Crusoe,”  the work by which De Foe is best known, 
lias been translated into every European and many other 
languages. Yet, like many other famous writings, it was 
repeatedly rejected by publishers. But, when it appeared, it 
was so favourably received by the public that De Foe’ s subse­
quent writings were eagerly accepted by the trade. His style 
was clear and copious, and to his imaginative works our leading 
modern novelists have been indebted, while most of his books 
are as readable as they were when written two centuries ago.

T. F. PALMER.

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PEACE

MANY radio listeners will doubtless have iioted a recent 
broadcast by Mr. Herbert Read, in which that acute critic 
praised Dr. Edward Glover’s “  War, Sadism and Pacifism ”  
(Allen and Unwin» 9s. 6d.) as possibly the most important 
contribution to the problem of peace yet to make its appearance 
in print. That seems a claim very difficult to substantiate, 
especially when one remembers the books on a similar topic 
written by Aldous Huxley, Laurence Houseman, Sir Arthur 
Keith and countless other writers of some standing. However, 
I think that many Freethinkers may bo found to agree.

Dr. Glover, I should mention, is a psycho-analyst. 
Accordingly, lie considers that economic and political reforms, 
necessary though some of them may be to the future develop­
ment of international affairs, will be useless unless they are 
linked with an investigation of the unconscious trends towards 
sadism and masochism which contribute to what he calls war­
readiness. And when one thinks about the problem, it is 
certainly rather surprising that the majority of people in all 
countries are perfectly ready, after a little propaganda, to 
believe that the citizens of another clime are their deadly 
enemies, who must be exterminated at all costs. It is in his 
examination of this aspect of the problem that Dr. Glover is,
I feel, most valuable, but in his investigation of war neuroses 
he likewise has many important things to say.

I know that many people will hold that the psychological side 
of warfare is a compartively unimportant side, and will consider 
that Dr. Glover is stressing one part of the problem unduly. 
Here, however, is his answer to those who consider that the 
economic aspect of war is all-important: —

“  If the Communist or the economist or, for the matter 
of that, any advocate of the primacy of economic motives 
would take the trouble to tiptoe quietly into the nearest 
nursery and would sit down in a corner, ho would learn more 
about human nature in two hours than in a ten years’ course 
at any School of Economics.”

As a direct consequence of this conclusion, Dr. Glover asserts 
that tile hope for the future lies mainly in the children of the 
various nations. If children can be brought up adequately, 
then there is some hope for the future. But ho stresses that 
his plan is a long-term plan, and that no short-term solution 
can be found. Meanwhile, it is necessary to endure even atom- 
bombardment if no other way can be found. Certainly the 
antics of UNO do not lead to any great hope for the future. 
The psychologists should certainly be able to do better than 
that much over-praised institution.

H. L. S.
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ACII) DROPS

It is a i»ity that some of the leading members of the Govern­
ment are not a little more careful in their uncalled for praise of 
Christianity. It is also regrettable that the said members do 
not bethink themselves that they were not appointed to “  Praise 
the Lord ”  and act as Christian propagandists. Now there are 
plenty of non-Christians, and there is a fair sprinkling of men 
who havo no religion at all, and these might be asking questions, 
make it quite clear that we are in the year 1947, not in the 
sixteenth century. Honesty of opinion should he regarded. At 
present we may describe the inmates of Parliament as divided; 
those who belong to the religion of the seventeenth century, 
those who think that there might be a god of some kind wander­
ing about, and Atheists under different labels who, with a few 
exceptions, find no use for gods at any price. It is a very 
mixed dish, but the last section could do some very useful 
Freethinking propaganda if they cared to face the storm.

Among those who are fond of dragging religion into uncalled 
for places is Sir Stafford Cripps. Sir Stafford, not for the first time, 
informs the people the main factor in the betterment of the 
country is the deep spiritual value of our Christian faith. But 
our Christian faith before the upheaval of war, and the spiritual 
faith did not prevent the war. Hitler also had a deep religious 
faith, and it was worked to the slaughter of the people of this 
country—and of others. Deep spiritual power was as real with 
Hitler as it was with Churchill. Accepting the term, a feeling 
of power and strength, is common to all people, including the 
skill with which the thieves in this country are at present doing 
a roaring trade. It is a very sad thing when our chief rulers 
insist on saying things which on analysis really meant 
nothing at all. In plain fact we are all affected by words, but 
wo should be on our guard on over doses of religious slush. 
They embody the greatest of dangers.

The “  Buxton Herald ”  reports the Rev. .1. W. Dyer as saying 
that “  Historically the theory of the Church as a divine instrument 
has failed. . . Wo stand to-day in a world which is not only 
denying our claims, but it is denying our influence.”  Well, that 
is well said, and it is quite true—with comments. Ever since 
the Christian Church was established it has been fighting what 
was essentially a losing battle. For a time it gained the lead 
by crushing the arts, and literature, and even progressive life. 
The impression of the Church- on life was so bad that even 
Christian writers were compelled to refer to the Christian period 
as “  the dark ages,”  and the revival of the ancient learning is 
known as the “  Renaissance ”  which being translated means 
“  rebirth.”  Ever since that awakening the Churches1 have been 
fighting against the consequences of that awakening. The last 
stage is the social one. The scientific and others are established, 
and all that the Churches can do against them is to “  nibble.”  
But religious movements are still powerful enough to obstruct 
social developments, and it is that war which is now in full 
swing . Tho Rev. Dyer is correct: “  The old ‘ religious ’ 
authorities are of no leading significance and make no appeal.”  
It is a curious position. If people hang on to the old teaching 
destruction at a rapid speed is inevitable. If they try to produce 
new religious ideas they merely permit a. little longer life. 
That is tho real situation. Thank you, Rev. .f, W. Dyer.

Refused, no doubt, a hearing in a religious journal, an anony­
mous clergyman writtes to our contemporary, “  John Bull,”  and 
points out that as far as a leijal marriage is concerned, any 
bishop objecting to marry “  divorced ”  persons is sinning against 
tho law of tho land. A Registrar, whether secular or in “  holy 
orders ”  is bound to perform tho marriage ceremony. Moreover 
tho words “  till death us do part ”  are not. part of tho legal 
ceremony at all but have been inserted by the Church 11 to givo 
an added solemnity and for no other purpose.”  We ¡ire always 
pleased to find that there are some clergymen who refuse to bo 
“  yes-men,”  and who can think sometimes for themselves.

So it is good to see a clergyman tolling tho truth regarding 
a legal marriage. Wo havo been saying ¡ill our life that the 
religious murriage meant nothing at all. Legally it died with 
the institution of the secular marriage. The law is that a

ai, w*7

niarriag© may tul-a 1the official_the n!i '̂ T  buildings licensed by the'State, ¡mu
Hie Churches come '! '! w,1,l— must be ordered by tho State. 
Hie Church must l„“ r 01 ^ Ie same rule, as does the clergyman- 
° f  tho law nierelv "censed by the State, and is in the eye- 
Mot as a parson y  n K'e,lse(1 building. The Parson may act, but
the religion has' no L ' . T V 101!1 a licellce from the State. But 
this quite as WcJJ eSal standing whatever. The clergy knot*' 
that you may tell •> r 1 °". But they keen silent, and it so prove» 

*  a lle "ithout speaking.

desire <5rigiiia]jy started with an expressed
appears to ho imnosvii |S , a * ilation,s together. Hut honest.' 
"■ho hked the idea Tfi ,!0 'vhe™ religion is concerned. So those 
JJiat there was a dm- , ’ couts ”  helped. But very soon boliM 
_ Scouts ”  advocates o f . , ”1®“ * il1 t]'o direction of making the 
,at  the 800 hoy scout* \G Wo are not surprised to

"ere literally ohlienl t" 10, lavo been meeting in France reccntb 
■"id they oven went f "  attend the religious services provide '
the auspices of the r .J i  ~ Feast of the Assumption ” u»*' 
"ho are English “ tl„V ' 0rtJmdox Church. For those be.”
"■under what would Wn.s a  ‘ »«»y Eucharist,”  but we oft*1« 
!UU leld daily « ¿ J I T "  '/ a ®co,,tmaster was a Fi-rethin^
and downright lies incuh at i\° S,1H'V t,w credulity, superstd 
t-llere he a holy row.r hy ^  Christian Church. Would«1

»vC
The “  Church' Times ”  always gets hot and bothered a„t.

people look upon the Church of England as a 
sect. “  We are compelled,”  it pompously says,

lh-otes 
«  to P1''otfS11" Isect. •' we are compelled,”  it pompously say», w.igland 

against insidious attenqits to treat the Church "I ,.e;iliff
if sho was just one of many Protestant sects.’ But t.|]i,ir
is not that exactly what the Church of England is.1' liv cO11*11"! 
we ought to say, docs not the Church of England actusi .  ̂ c1,
within itself a large number of Protestant sects? r̂*)'' 1' ' f 
in tin- pages of the “  Church Times ' are wearisome con o 
on all aspects of Christian teaching carried on hy 1111 f ffn'"' 
tho Church of England, all violently disagreeing 
selves as to what is or is not “  Church of England ^  a11' 
The “  Church Times ”  itself stands for a very narrow b 
even then its members cannot agree.

-----------  M
Here is an example worth noting. From the “  • 'i ! '1', sid'd'! 

pick up the following. “  Our Lady (one of the travel"''!- ei 
has made her appearance at ‘ Slovaia.’ ”  It is artfully 1 ^  c:|" 
the situation makes enough noise, and if a number of 1H ¡g >" 
bo Induced to believe they say “  Our Lady,”  sho will *U j n11., 
her full war dress, and tho heavenly lady will beconio ■> | ¡uly 
regular visitor. If the miracle does not take on, ' *VM fi'"; 
retires to bo produced on some future occasion. It or *
game, and apparently profitable. Blit if a lortunc t ^ ye'd', 
miracle worker tried tho s ime game- minus the Church - f(1|| i! 
soon find himself, or herself, in prison. The world ”  
strange things and people.

fn

Jr•sii*
There has been an enormous amount of ideas of win11 .(1 fl" 

caun from and what ho camo for. Now the Rev. ^
*' Methodist Recorder,”  says that ”  -les- s came to eart ^ ^  p-nfl 
men from sin.”  That does no; tell ns much. But :f l,e l ' t ,-;lil ;l'| 
some other planet than ours, ho was about a.-. coinplcW.j, ^  
as anyone could have imagined. Oil tbo other hand, 1 •'
help some people all that was brought by Jesus vvas t.t)jjiii,°l 
good without him as with him. Honesty was and is ll” , g wi’l, 
with those who do not believe in Jesus as with people " i|)(l l]l 
in touch with him. There were good men before ¡̂,¡11̂
followers have never been hotter that tlioso who had 1111 (l|. ,
do with him. The fact is that genuine Christianity 111 ’ .,,,,1 ' j  | 
and never did consider that tho teaching of decency ; ¡>'''
practice—could save men in terms of their good holin'1 ^lii’i 
no one anywhere really expects Christians to be better tin

11Someone lias stolen a valuable painting out of lll,],oi,v‘ '* c 
Church. Now hero was an opportunity for action-"-" Jn1' • 
action. When the thief touchod tho picture his hands ‘
withered, or I10 should have been struck dead, or son1 
that kind.
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“THE FREETHINKER”
41, Gray’s Inn Road,

Telephone No. : Holborn 2601. London,

TO CORRESPONDENTS

euttirff10’ Toeonto, and H. M. Bkidk, Edinburgh.—Thanks for
%Nev

fiillv°!'KH l1 UNn N.S.S.—The General Secretary .N.S.S. grate- 
the |/U vllovv̂ ®dges a donation of 10s. from Mr. F. C. Wore to 

eiievolent Fund of the Society.

hders tof ror } lterature should, he sent to the Business Manager 
or,n /  [oncer Press. ¿1, Gray's Inn lload, London, IF.0. 1, 

to, u n°t to the Editor.
tv hen fj.tom  „ e services of the National Secular Society in connexion 
,h0; * r lar Burial Services are required, all communications 
as I ' 'Je addressed to the Secretary, B. H. Bosetti, giving 

°ng notice as possible.
‘ IlB Fjip.,Ojjjc mb1'1iineeb will be forwarded direct from the Publishing 
yeare . the following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

l( r> half-year, 8s. 6d.; three months, 4s. 4d.
t! no^ces niust reach 41, Gray’s Inn Boad, London, TV.G. 1, 

le first post on Monday, or they will not be inserted.

SUGAR PLUMS

t|,a.® J°liecc that many of our readers will be interested to know 
Coj| . 10 date which marks the current appearance of this journal, 
llwi'Tf "'toh the date on which the editor and liis wife reach 
.'(■¡i ' ' Golden Wedding.’ ’ More important, it registers fifty 
■ lj.s of complete happiness. Whether wo shall reach the 

'.tniond Wedding,”  we cannot say. But if health and unity
^*»8 we shall try. ------------
l’l e J10 following appeared in the ‘ ‘ Manchester Guardian” : —
I M isguided Use or “  Atheism ”

F’j  1 • Julian Huxley, Director-General of the United Nations 
10atioiial, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation, replying to 

„ ifta e k  by the Texas American Legion on his theological views, 
o to-day : “  x consider myself a religious man.”

was described as “  Europe’ s leading atheist ”  by 
I V , as Legionaires, ’ who asked for his removal from his 

■ H-is.C.O. position.
Texans would seem to bo misguided in the use of the 

,,j ! atheism,’ ”  Dr. Huxley said. “  They seem to be thinking 
tonV *  a term of ¡ibuse synonymous with ‘ anti-religious.’ 1 
tli(_T'lei' myself a religious man, though 1 do not subscribe to a 

,'y ic  interpretation of the religious spirit.
,{<‘hgion can peifectly well bo non-theistic— take, for 

^ul'im0’ buddhism. No one, surely, would deny tho right of 
p.,' . 1Lists to bo called religious. I will cheerfully welcome in 

ls any Texan members of the American Legion who would
’ to discuss the finer points of this question with me.” __

s°ciated Press. ________
j(j Hs is a rather curious document, all things considered.
,L ll0t know on what ground tho “ Texas American Legion 

bribes Dr. Huxley ¡is “  England’s Leading Atheist.”  lie has

W.
*1,
> d y  never proclaimed himself as such, although we remember 
, l:’ t some time back when we suggested that it was time 
,i|0|niuent scientific men, such as himself, dropped the mask 
, H openly declared for Atheism, ho said that he took that 
'll|l'li for granted. There are, of course, many prominent men 
jl'.J Women who might well bear the title of Atheist. The curious 
,"•¡1? is that ho should, in spite of his Atheism, consider himself

6*Prreligious ”  man. Why? Words are intended to carry and
a,- es*s ideas; hut an expression that means ono thing now and 
If , e r  thing to-morrow leads, ultimately, to cheer confusion. 
jj • Huxley insists that he is both, a non-beliver in God with a 

111 belief that lie is a “  religious man.”  We do not agree,

and we turn to a very good dictionary. We find this: “ Religion”  
- Reverence for the gods.”  That and “  Fear of God ”  come 
along line after lino. The definition is clear.

Atheism is a very good word. It means exactly one thing and 
one only. It is not merely a good word, it is a useful word, and 
an honest word. We assert that if one stopped a man in the 
street and asked him what was the meaning of Atheism ho would 
say, “  No belief in God.”  On the other band, you would find the 
same agreement, “  religious ”  meant a belief in God. We may 
say that Dr. Huxley’s call to Buddha does not help him. Buddha 
had no Gods. ________

It is very chivalrous of Dr. Huxley to oiler to go to Paris 
and discuss the matter with tho “  American Legion.”  But why 
go to Paris? There is at present quite a multitude of men and 
women in this country who are without belief in God, who 
insist in labelling themselves by other names that inevitably 
create confusion where clarity of ideas and language is greatly 
needed. If a man does not believe in God, he must be an Atheist, 
call himself what he will. There is no deception about such a 
word ¡is Atheism, or Atheist, It means “  without God.”  The 
word is simple and its meaning clear. Perhaps it is because of 
these qualities that a great many people who dropped all sorts 
of gods does not like. You simply cannot get a double meaning 
of “  Atheism.”  It is a word that is almost as old as “  God.”  It 
is part of the eternal play of truth and falsity.

The spell of real summer weather has meant a busy time for 
N.S.S. speakers. Manchester Branch, in addition to Messrs. 
G. McCall and A. Taylor, report two promising platform recruits 
in Messrs. .1. Kay and R. Billing. Messrs. Brighton and Clayton 
are putting in some good hard work in their respective circuits, 
and Mr T. M. Mosley finds time to hold meetings in Nottingham 
and other places. In London, Mr L. Ebury just ignores the 
weather and carries on Ins meetings winter and summer, whilst 
in Kingston, Mr. .1. W. Barker is on platform duty every Sunday 
evening. .May tho fine weather and the good work continue.

Mr. Ar'vin Schmid, of the “  Truthseeker ” , reports that tho 
“  Atheist ” , official organ of tho A.A.A.A. (American Associa­
tion for the Advancement of Atheism) has sold over 2,000 copies 
of its first issue in New York alone. It is hoped to publish every 
month in the future.

THE ARAB EMPIRE AND ITS CONTRIBUTION 
TO OUR MODERN CIVILISATION

I
“  IF it had not been for the high civilisation of the great Arab 
Empire we should not, now be enjoying— inter alia--aseptic 
surgery, tea, newspapers, motor cars, cinemas, radio, the 
scientific outlook generally, and many of our most beautiful 
flowers.”

“ If the Moslems had succeeded in occupying France and 
Northern Europe a thousand years ago our civilisation to-day 
would probably be- (completely secular and consequently) about 
five hundred years more advanced.”

Can the two above theses be substantiated ?

Before proceeding to discuss what tin' Saracens achieved it 
will perhaps be useful to give a very brief résumé of the 
beginnings'of this mighty movement, about which our school 
books are pointedly silent, and for obvious reasons. Tho 
average man has never even heard of the Arab Empire !

Up to the time of Muhommed practically nothing was known 
of this secluded Semitic people, except that Christian intrusion 
upon their domains was fiercely and effectively resented.

Shortly before Muhommed was born a prophet named Wandca 
was seen wandering up and down the country preaching the 
imminent advent of a Mahdi or Messiah. In fulfilment of this 
prophecy, Mahommed was duly born at Mecca about a . d . 570,
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his arrival being signalled to all the world by a mighty earth 
quake, a shooting star in the East and an eclipse of the sun. 
Satan and his host were cast (temporarily) into the sea, and 
the sacred flame that had never ceased to burn on the altar ot 
Zarathustra for a thousand years was extinguished. The Holy 
Scriptures tell us that with the Babe’s first breath he cried: 
“  Allah is Great! There is no God but Allah, and I am His 
Prophet!”

Olio would think that a birth preceded by miraculous 
prophecy and accompanied by all these supernatural demonstra­
tions would have been followed by a correspondingly wonderful 
childhood and adolescence surrounded by an adoring populace, 
his every move and word written down by countless scribes, 
but, as a sad matter of fact, nothing more was heard of or 
invented about the miraculous Child till about 40 years later, 
when he began to be known and hated as an inspired mono­
theistic preacher.

In 622 a. n. he was forced to fly from Mecca with his disciples 
to Medina, a nearby town, and it is from the year of this flight 
or Hegira that Moslems date their year.

The Saracens, as these men were called, do not appear to have 
had at this time any important Holy Scriptures, but they had 
a very considerable oral, literature, like all primitive peoples, 
and innumerable legends in which devils, demons, angels, saints, 
prophets, etc., played important roles, just as they used to do in 
England when the writer was a boy, and during the ten years 
between the Hegira and his death, at about 62 years of age, 
Mahommed finished his transcription of the Holy Moslem Bible 
or Koran, much of which was revealed to him by Allah in person 
o)-, when Allah was busy, by an assistant Archangel, very much 
as was the case with our own Bible.

Mahommed was the only man in history who founded an 
empire as well as a religion ; who was at once poet, general and 
legislator.

In 632 a . n., i.e., in the Moslem year 1 0 , Mahummed died and 
was succeeded by his friend and adviser, Abu Bekr, the first 
Kalif or successor. And now there follows the most amazing 
stoi i/ of conquest in the, whole history of our race.

The Romans were easily driven out of Palestine (circa 634) by 
the Faith-inspired armies of Allah. Persia and Mesopotamia 
were conquered with amazing.rapidity three years later, and the 
Moors proceeded to penetrate into India beyond the Ind, and on 
Hie North East to the borders of China.

Envoys of the Prophet to the Emperor of China established a 
school of learning in Canton about A.n. 628 and their mosque 
is, I believe, still standing, 13 centuries old. So I was told 
some years ago in Hong Kong. These Arabs saw for the first 
time tea, paper, and woodblock printing, and found all the arts 
and sciences flourishing, for, at this time, when the minds of 
Christian peoples were still thickly obscured with religious 
superstitions and dominated by a powerful Church violently 
opposed to all new ideas and anything remotely savouring of 
science, the mind of China was open, tolerant and eager to give 
and receive knowledge of every description. This was what a 
thousand years of Confucianism had done for China.

“  It was from outposts such as this one that the rulers of the 
new Mahommedan empire collected, with an insatiable appetite, 
from China, India, Persia, Egypt, and even Christian Greece, 
knowledge which they instinctively felt they would need in the 
administration of their newly acquired territories.”  (II. G. 
Wells’ “ Outline of History.” )

Six years after the death of the prophet a new capital was 
founded, on the Euphrates, Bussoora, a city eventually attaining 
a population of a quarter of a million, and-acquiring a consider­
able reputation as a centre of learning.

Meanwhile, another army, stimulated by the faith which 
moves mountains, had driven the Christians (Romans) out of 
Palestine and Southern Syria, the Bedaween natives welcoming 
the change of rulers and enlisting in their thousands in the 
Saracen armies.

. . ,t resistance.
Damascus fell, and Jerusalem surrendered without •

The Jews and Christians resident in and about Jerusa 
their lands confiscated but were permitted to rebun  ̂  ̂
religious beliefs, 'though it was the general rule in 10 rjs_ 
that a conquered people adopted the god of their conq ^ 
After all, a religion is merely what one is taught to <• 1 waS 
school, neither better nor worse than what the other c 11 
taught to believe at his school.

Many of these people eventually migrated to Europe, sPie ^  
far and wide among the comparatively uncivilised Chris 
wonders they had seen and the wisdom they had acqun 
their “  heathen ”  conquerors. o  V.

M. C. BROTHERTON, CoMPR-. ^

MORALITY AND RELIGION
(Continued from page 303)

• the
WHAT do we know of the self ? At first extremely vague > ^
soul, as a definite article of belief, is the result of a vie i®process of development. The initial intellectual groping® Withimaginative; have the character of dream phantasy. _ ^
language imitative and script pictographical thinking was  ̂
and the visions real; as with the vision which speaks tin0 - 
the mouth of the prophet Ezekiel. The flexibility of a l1 ^ 
betical script gave greater subtlety in poetic metaphor, lU'. 
and analogy. The early mathematical gropings were also flua 
and phantastic. The precision of measurement was added, 
the inception of astronomy and geometry was obscured iu !l nl‘ 
of superstition ; phallic, fertility and astrological cults ; m 
of which, the soul assumes a different mystical character 
we must not forget, particularly in Egypt, the cult of the 
The Greeks, supreme Ikonists, increased the subtlety 
projection in the poetic metaphor and mythology of the 
Age. Projection clouded the beginnings of physical science .

ah'1

ead1 
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as Charles Singer said, even the concept Physis was person»^ 
and almost raised to a god. Man became the measure ° 
things in a humanistic analogue. The affinities of sympathy ‘ 
antipathy merely expressed the character of homoeopathic ni'b^ 
With insufficient knowledge to explain sensation, Dcnioci 
fell back on the savage soul in his theory of ideas (Greek 
vision). In developing the theory of ideas, Plato was 0  ̂
reiterating the savage belief that all things have souls. R 
only elaboration, the basic assumptions were axiomatic. Gm1 
to escape from belief in souls, metaphysicians try to cxpjl 
the world and their fellow men by analysing their own feel111» 
and sensations. But find only a reflection of themselves.

The impact of increasing knowledge gives rise to a host of 
words. As its etymology implies, the word desire referred ' 
astrological influence. Inspiration came from, and aspB'a  ̂
ascended to, the stars. Geometrical magic gave fire, air, ea> 
and water, in medicine, as the four humours, assumed to ;lj 
human character. The invention of consciousness by \Aoty*_ ( «ill
arose from the discovery of the nerves by Galen. It was 
assumed mediator between the spiritual soul and the mate1*1 

A host of guunmnlimic Umnirllt. TCA®0body. such assumptions, mind, thought, ve;l ^ 
wisdom, were built up into a geometrical pyramid, a verit*1 
hierarchy, analogous to the political structure. Arist« 
entelechies or causes, were followed by others, intuition, 111 ^  
tion, will. The result of this speculative analysis was that  ̂
soul became split, up into separate souls or motives, wh'1̂  
reflected the dialectical antithesis of love and hate. In seal 
of natural law, the motives of Stoic duty and Epicurean pie*8 
were given as reasons. Each go to extremes, but like the G '«1 
Mean seek the harmony of the spheres. It is all so delight!11  ̂
transcendental. Even when scientific discovery disproves 
theory, the terms continue in customary usage. For instaP1̂  
with astronomy demonstrating the material character oi



t h e  f r e e t h in k e r nui^ g u s t .  3 1 , 19$ 7

^tial bodies, we still aspire to .heavenly bliss in the condemn,i- 
°n of low morals. We are lost in a maze, of metaphysical 
gumptions, eclectic and rhetorical verbiage. The transition 

lnagic to science involves a mass of false analogies whjih 
j llSe and confound mental and moral considerations. When 

0liUirdo da Vinci’s camera obscura rendered the theory of ideas 
Soete, not only did the old terms continue, but a fresh crop 

Centuries of philosophical controversy gave us perception, 
¡„,Se, 'mPlessi°n, apprehension, comprehension. In themystic.il 

1 e°tual confusion that can square the concepts of infinity 
eternity with finite ideas of creation and -destruction, 

8'Hnings and ends, the dream phantasy of visualisation 
Wears in a new form of verbal imagery which expresses with 
l,|ter definition the affinities and infinities of human hopes 

9n(i fears.
H. H. PREECE.

(To be continued)

activity last year under the name of “  Stowarzyszenie Mysli 
Wolnej w Polsce ”  (“  Free 'J'houghts Association in Poland ” ). 
We edit a monthly paper, “  Glos Wolnych ”  (“  Voice of the 
Free ” ). It brings together our old followers, tlie survivors of 
them, and our new friends. Our aim is the separation of the 
Church from the State.

In September, 1945, it was proclaimed by the Polish Govern­
ment that the Concordat does not bind Poland any more and that 
the fault of this breach lies with the Vatican. The clergy do 
not receive any wages from the Treasury hut religion is taught 
in the schools as if the Concordat was still in existence. The new 
school year may bring a change in this matter; it was 
announced so.

We are in contact with the “  World Union of Freethinkers ”  
and have been invited to the meeting which is to take place 
in Amsterdam Cth-8th September. The Union secretary asked ns 
to send you, among other brotherly editions, our “  Glos 
Wolnycli.”  We have clone it and hope to receive in exchange 
your paper.

1 am editor of the “  Glos Wolnych ”  and president of the 
Central Committee oi “  Stowarzyszenie Mysli Wolnej w Polsce.”  
— Yours, etc., T e o f il  J a s k i e w i c z .

MAN AND MIND

This, my Mind, my Master is—
I need no other guide.

No Unseen God to pry or prod,
No Bible by my side.

Not in fear my footsteps fa l l ;
No stumbling in the fog.

No Future bought nor favours sought 
While cringing like a dog.

SUNDAY ' LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—O u t d o o e

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead)__
Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. E bu h y  ; (Highbury Corner) Sunday, 
7 p.m., Mr. L. E b u r y .

West London Branch (Hyde Bark).— Sunday, fi p .m .; Messrs. 
F. Page, James Hart, C. K. Wood. Thursday, 7 p.m.: Messrs. 
F. P age, J ames Hart, C. E. Wood.

Seeking Truth—not savage myth—
In Reason lies my trust.

No pagan creed can serve my need 
And in my eyes throw dust.

Not for me do bishops bleat;
Their blessings let them keep 

For those without the wits to doubt— 
Who only wail and weep.

Happy Man! Unfettered— free—
'The Open Road I choose.

Where others shrink—1 dare to Think— 
And gain what others lose !

IV. H. W ood.

CORRESPONDENCE

Si
FROM POLAND.

hi,. As a pre-war reader of “  The Freethinker”  I was very 
hear that it lias been appearing all these years without 

, ‘"terruption. I see with joy that articles written by you are 
always have been—the best ornament of the periodical, and

'Eiq are sour and sweet in goodrt|P, ” u Drops ”  and “  Sugar Plums

readers of “  Wolnomysliciel Polski (“  Polish Freethinker ” ) 
|,i,l'Vpll acquainted with both, ns many of them wore frequently 
At. ‘ailed in our paper in the excellent translations of AUss 
If ‘ ‘‘a Kurlamlzka, who is a well-known translator of Bertrand 
O e lP . works into the Polish language. Miss Kurlandzka asks 

I 0 send you lier greetings.
t|,j mould like to give you some information about the Free- 

eiV Movement in Poland.
it., "r Association, founded in 1921, was dissolved in 19!10. This 
0„ bought about by the constant demands of our Roman clergy, 

lour periodicals were, also prohibited. Wo restarted our

COUNTRY—O u t d o o r

Bradford Branch N.S.S. '(Car Park, Broadway).—Sunday, 7 p .m .: 
Mr. H. D a y .

Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (The Mound).—Sunday, 7 p.m .: 
Air. A. Reilly.

Kingston Branch N.S.S. (Castle Street).—Sunday, 7 p .m .: 
Air. J. Barker.

Alanchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).— Sunday, 3 p.ra., 
Afessrs. K a y , T a y l o r  and M cC a l l .

Alerseyside Branch N.S.S. (Blitzed Site, Ranelagh Street, 
Liverpool).—Sunday, 7 p.m., a lecture.

Nottingham (Old AInrket Square).—Sunday, 7 p.m., Ah. T. M. 
M o s l e y .

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers P ool).— Sunday, 7 p.m., 
Alessrs. G . L. G r e a v e s  an d  A. S a m m s .

L E C T U R E
MARRIAGE LAW and PUBLIC HEALTH

An Appeal for Bachelor Motherhood and Plural Mating 
Dr. E D W A R D  A . W IL S O N  

S u n d a y , S e p te m b e r  7 , at 3  p .m .
ETHICAL CHURCH HALL. 4a, INVERNESS PLACE, W.2

(near B aysw ater U nderground )
QUESTIONS DISCUSSION COLLECTION

LONELY ?—Join Friendship Circle. Details fid.—Secretary, 
34, Honeywell Road, London, S .W .ll.

WANTED.—Sincere Freethinkers in all countries who are 
prepared to turn their hand to a congenial task. Write to 
Box 101, “ The Freethinker,”  41, Grays Inn Road, 
London, AV.C.l.
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS
* ______

THE clergy are as tantalising in their chatter as a saucy wench 
can be to a love-sick young man when building up his hopes.

Such a one as this in clerical petticoats is Father John Heenan 
of Manor Park in describing the ignorant young doctor, without 
mentioning his name, who was supposed to be guilty of nodding 
towards a picture of the Virgin Mary hanging on the wall over 
Grannie’s bed and asking of all things who the film fan was!

T can imagine the smiles on his flock’s faces on that Sunday 
morning not to mention the millions of B.B.C. listeners at this 
bold padre’ s excursions in jokes best suited for the music hall, 
especially when, in the next breath, this quick-change artist 
had only to suggest a hymnal of our frailties similar to “  We 
are but little children weak ”  to stern the tide of sheer joy.

Thus the church is double-faced, it can speak truth with as 
much case as it can falsehood.

1 can well understand these spiritual doctors who prefer not 
to dabble in medicine, forensic or otherwise, until they really 
feel the need of something more substantial than spirit for the 
purpose of delaying the opportunity of travelling heavenwards.

There arc some very clever and cunning fellows among the 
clergy who seem to be more interested in political issues than 
religious ones, and it is most amazing the w^y they have invaded 
the front bench of humanitarian ideals and discoveries belonging 
to pioneers who put all they knew into the service of man 
rather than all the religious beliefs.

Then again, there are other clerics like the Reverend G. T. 
Bellhouse, who performed before the microphone one Sunday 
morning.

The voice of this poor man was most pathetic, it sounded as 
though ho had just recovered from a jolly good hiding and was 
making the best - of it, with the help of God. My dear wife 
hurried from her busy pantry with the threatening remark: 
“  For goodness sake turn it off,”  though these, are not exactly 
the words she uttered.

I’m happy however to mention that I was able to console her 
by explaining that if seemed to me to be a distressing case 
known as logomania, which is said to he an impaired faculty 
of speech often connected with some organic disease of the 
nervous system ; and not impossibly connected with a psycho­
logical disturbance caused, I think, through trying to understand 
the Bible without being acquainted with the unbiased opinion 
of scholars like John Ruskin, who said: —

“  If you read the Bible with a predetermination to pick 
out every text you approve of, on these terms you will find 
it entirely intelligible and wholly delightful; but if you 
read it with a real purpose of trying to understand it, and 
obey, and so read it all through steadily, you will find it, 
out and out, the crabbedest and most difficult book yon

, ever tried.”
Alas, it is tragic to recall those who have been led into the 

house of bondage through trying to understand this beautiful 
book. [ do hope the Rev. G. T. Bollhouse will recover sufficiently 
to realise that tile Bible is surely more suitable for the under­
taker than understanding, but not until the best has been 
rescued before internment.

The proprietors and managing directors of the church find it 
a very lucrative and successful business in deceiving the millions. 
They even point their fingers to great men and women of learning 
and modern achievements as belonging to the church, and, if 
not, well, they will retort -we bury them anyway.

Religious authority from ancient times has checked, by the 
severest corporal punishment, persecution and imprisonment, 
any individual who contributed towards knowledge and learning 
that tended to contradict tiro Bible’ s balderdash. But the church 
was not so unknowlcdgeable as to evade the terrible responsibility
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i State to
of handing over its millions of poor victims to the t0
carry out the actual and barbarous punishment too 101 
describe. ^  jrom

Every stepping stone towards service and enlightenni 
thousands of years before Christ to our own times >a 
hard won by blood, sweat and tears as it is to this raUy

Tt is not too harsh nor false to say that the clergy ;ne ' rilpant 
and actively loitering on the records and graves of those h’ 
men and women who refused to retract the knowledge , ' 'sonie- 
gained. Very rare courage indeed, my masters, to "'.u >  ̂
times for years, in prison before the final curtain of F|UU<jr q0(j 
raised to show the howling mobs what loving humans < ]iuvc)i
create to look upon. But enough! The claws of the ( ^
have been somewhat trimmed, but they grow again and Wl̂ )tjern 
be on our guard, as a perusal of history will show. R s 11 e_
counterparts are too much of the comfortable, drawing-'00,11 • |( 
It uses scientific, methods to make itself heard and M‘ nV |) 
still invades the school or college to claim the child am ^  
its ideas, as a seed in virgin soil. And quietly, ami 
noisy abuse, it will demand the dismissal of any tcacluu " 
of the name from employment should they refuse to 
religious lessons well known to be false. , an

Believe me, there is nothing the universal church, ,
organised body, doesn’t know nor how to deal with el t ^
in its political manoeuvres to frustrate those knowWO»* ¡i 
tendencies that would regulate the world’s populations 
healthy degree.  ̂ . lt;0n

Life is so abundant that all the atom bombs of man’s in '1 ^  
will never stay it, nor religious wars either, so much so, ^ 
when other people’ s religions are challenged to be inf®111’  ̂
their own, it appears that the only way out of this difficii .  ̂
for all the gods to get their heads together for a lasting ‘ ^ 
peaceful conclusion, say, through a real head-on collision l jn 
that humanity may proceed with -a new era of civilis'd"’1 
which there would be no further need for gods.

The disestablishment of the church entirely would 
£20 millions of 1he people's money per year being trails j 
for better services if it were not that the church is still suCf<'.ppy 
in dodging the payment of rates and taxes on their " °  
property. î-s

One word more, whilst the Ministers of State and M® s# 
of Parliament listen like good dumb fellows while the 1” 
utters prayers before the political shop is opened for l>usl!Jj(,al 
without having the courage to protest, and seek safety in P° j|)t, 
office concealing their private opinions, I don’t wonder 111 .flJ1 
least why the people are sinking through the burdens of 
and the curse that religious ideas have upon the great 1 j 
of people too mentally muddled and ill informed to unde1*’ ‘ 
the thousand and one governmental policies after a hard 1 ‘ • 
work. „
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