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1 '• Christian is so much concerned as love and 
Studied from the point of practice there isanything he does so little to promote. In theory, ■ ' liristinn ;. . > - ’ ■ ’ * •
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is ready to spend himself in the service 
? Ie,‘ i hristinn, if not in the service of every 

''iiiiirl In practice, the Christian pays no more
li ie welfare of others than do non-Christi 
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„  ‘  Operate capacity Christians treat each other 
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of trusting people without keeping their eyes open 
tv'. !4n England cries out against putting blind trust m 
"ill, and Christian I'.S.A. acts in the same way
hi,,,, or'stiian England. Hut the cant of love and brother- 

<»i. and the power of Christian trust on Christian
continues.

nnlT 1 stl°uld he the last to argue that the ideals of love 
,|, '"-atherhoort are had things. As a mere fact, no one 

*° «vgne. 1 believe, on the contrary, that they are
,l. Nation •

lo human welfare, and that their practical 
siró,, ls (| measure of social development. \ 11 I am
'níai ' 'loiij . 'loing at present is to take the display of these 

‘ "Hsij, 1,1 connection with religious—and particularly 
'''otlwi11 belief. For Christians write and talk of human
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me this until the very words, love 
acquired a cant significance. They
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the fact remains that of all the failures that 
to the credit of religion, there is none more 
its complete inability to foster a genuine 

>0fl or good fellowship. This is not a matter of 
e.i . ■ is a statement of demonstrable fact, honk at
1 •atio

y  i

ip
A'
>1

I 11 S(,( ¡ '|l<),ls istiji«r between Cat-holies and Protestants. 
y\ S C J )r hu slness matters, so long as religion Is not
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I'eoplu seem to he able to get along with each 
Do greater friction than is usual. Hut when 
ct's into the question each begins to treat the 
some measure of distrust or unkindness. Each 

that being what the other is lie 
he if lie. were a brother in 

one remembers that he is a brother in Christ, 
at the other is not that, and therefore he
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treated as a brother.
;iness to social f

O r a l l y admitted that in social and political associa-
¡s b°m business to social facts, and mere associations.

tiong the most decisive, factor is religion. Jn most social 
gatherings religious discussions are not welcomed, and 
sometimes notice to that fact decorates the walls. “  No 
religious discussions ’ ’ is the rule. Each of the members 
may he a Christian of some sort, but the firmer their 
faith, the greater the need to prevent discussions. The 
explanation is plain. It is because religious discussions 
usually end in a quarrel. They will all agree upon the fact 

•that religion makes for brotherhood and good feeling, but 
they will also- agree that if they desire to associate on 
friendly terms they must leave religion outside. The cant 
of religion bites deep. It is said, hv way of apology, that 
men take their religious beliefs as the most serious tilings 
they possess. The statement evades the issue, it. does not 
meet it. The issue here is not that religious beliefs are 
not taken seriously, but that they serve to divide people 
rather than to unite them. And side by side with the fact 
named there is the complementary one that there are many 

-other aspects of life about which men and women disagree 
hut yet are content to live harmoniously together. One 
can see members of all religious bodies, and of none, join­
ing together for all sorts of social ends. They will remain 
friendly in their diversities of opinions so long as religion 
is excluded. I t■ is when religion is introduced that co­
operation becomes impossible. It is even paraded as a great 
triumph when members of different religious bodies can 
meet and part in amiable mood. Anglican, Catholic, Non­
conformist and dew, may meet together on the ground of 
a conurion humanity, a common sense of justice, a common 
appeal to social needs, but never on that of religion.

There'is only one cause that will bring people into some 
kind of unity. This is where something is imminent that 
threatens their vested interests—as such. In the case of 
Sabbatarianism, for instance, an effort may lie made in the 
name of Christian bodies as a whole. And the reason for 
this unitv is as plain as it- is discreditable. They are, all 
faced with a common danger. The “  desecration ”  of the 
Sabbath affects them all alike. It, involves the secularisa­
tion of life, and in sheer self-defence the religious world 
would forget its divisions and close its ranks for the moment 
against its common enemies. Historically, this is the only 
condition in which Christianity lias ever developed a sense 
of solidarity. In the earlier centuries it. held together in 
the face of persecution. So soon as persecution relaxed 
the decisive, consequences of religious belief showed them­
selves. Then some kind of unity was re-established by the 
creation of the most brutal and the most intolerant tyranny 
the world has ever known. Later, when social and 
intellectual ] rogress began to weaken the power of religion, 
its evil inti Hence again showed itself. Existing causes of 
friction we c intensified by religious belief. Men hated 
each other for national feeling, for class or political reasons. 
Hut these expressions of malevolence were comparatively 
mild. Religious malevolence knew no bounds. Its limits
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might bo marked by death, but not always that. Political 
hatred may be stopped by death, but it lias seldom called 
a halt to the hatred that was born of the Christian religion.

In strict truth the brotherhood of man has never formed 
a genuine home in historic Christianity. What has been 
aimed at is a brotherhood of believers. A human being 
became'a brother so long as he did not believe that he was 
outside the pale. It may be questioned whether even the 
propaganda of Christianity was not mainly inspired by the 
lust of conquest. It gave vent to the intolerance of the 
fanatic, and may be taken as the religious equivalent of 
the spirit that has sent whole nations into the world on 
piratical enterprises. It is not without significance that 
the Church enterprises have so often assumed military 
forms, aping the more avowed militarism of the secular 
conqueror in grades, badges and terms. But the main 
reason why religion lias failed to furnish the conditions of 
a'genuine brotherhood of humanity is that there is nothing 
fundamental in religious beliefs, All men have -not 
religious opinions, and among those that have, there are 
endless diversities. Let the religious appeal be as wide as 
may lie, it still remains a sectarian body. And sectarian­
ism depends quite as much on the feeling of dislike for 
the outsider as it does upon affection for those inside the 
accepted circle, On the other hand, the non-religious 
appeal to brotherhood does base itself upon qualities that 
are common to all men, and which are, indeed, fundamental 
to the associated state. For this reason there is no man 
without some sense of justice, however rudimentary. 
There is no man without feeling for his fellows, however 
imperfect the expression may he. Beneath the differences 
of class, sect or colour, there are qualities—mental and 
moral—that all have in common. A rational doctrine of 
brotherhood seizes upon these as the elements upon which 
it may work, and which it may utilise in order to be success­
ful. And as a mere matter of fact, it is in proportion as 
these non-religious qualities have been developed that the 
souse of brotherhood has become to some extent realisable 
in practice. It may he-true that those qualities are not 
irreconcilable with, some kind of a religion, but it is quite 
certain that they are independent of it.

C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

THE FIFTH MONARCHY MEN AND THE 
ENGLISH (17th Century) REFORMATION •
(An episode in English Social and Religious History)

W H  VTEVHIt view may be taken of iis origin, of its nature, and 
of ils ultim ate effects; it cannot be disputed that the 16th century 
Reformation represents a decisive turning-point, a fundamental 
watershed, so to speak, in tho annals of world history. Its  
incidence and historic effects, which started from a religious 
Reformation, extended far beyond the specifically ecclesiastical 
sphere, and produced results that were profoundly revolutionary 
in the parallel spheres of politics and econom ics; of morals and 
culture. in this last and historically ultim ate sense, tho 
Reformation qualifies as, not only or chiefly, what it consciously 
set out to be, a religious reformation, but as one of tho major 
social and intellectual revolutions in the evolution of mankind. 
Indeed, in ¡his last connection, the movement begun by Luther 
and Calvin ranks with the French Revolution of 1789 and the  
Russian Revolution of 1917 as one of the three greatest revolu­
tions in human history.

Ararci') od 1017

Like all major social revolutions, the Reformation ■ 
own sub-divisions: i|s Lutheran “ R ig h t"  and it" 111 ,
' ‘ L eft,’ ’ and away beyond its “ Left \Ving ”  it hml 
temporary “ common sense” — that is fin " average 
the current majority— regarded as its “  lunatic-frW kjl, 
comprehensive term which embraces equally those who** l1"^  (i>,

f,'¡¡
upin'"" *

w m p iv u v u o iu i  u  i ill vvnivii r iu u i lit t
religious and economic opinions were either loo 1“ 1 g|fd
far after their tim e. For the statement biter niaile H

revolutionary leader of our own tim es (Lenin), that J .p, ji 
never be in advance of the economic condition s’ 7  . lueconomic
effective barometer by which to measure what is l,racta"1bW

successful, and what is not, in any given historical ,n<1' ;il-"
flit

nti'»1
This historic measuring-rocl applies to the lte f« " "1*1 j,,) ¡* 

It  had its practical men who succeeded, and whose ■ > j it1'
lasting place in history, and its visionaries who fade' ■ ' 
were swallowed up in resulting ob”  771
has entered H istory as one of its Heroes hits* ¡,r

Munzer, a tragic figure worthy of the pen of Aesri'l ^  
greater man than Luther, is now known only to a f°w 
specialists. “  Sunt lachrymae rerum ”  ! lS oi !

In the following paragraphs we glance at the foi l " "  | îi 
sect; at the men “  of the Fiftli M onarchy ’ ’ ; which 
of the “  lunatic fr in g e ”  of the Reformation and of h " 1» 
sequel, the 17th century English Revolution. IVhen 
philistine standards of contemporary success, it was n 
that achieved much. Its  “  program m e,”  in so far ilS i gjc1 
conscious programme, was not a practicable one in |; li1'* 
stage of social evolution. The contemporaries of (T on '" yn 
it is true, the words of the Bible constantly on their 1*P”  
the less, tho Apocalyptic visions of “  Daniel ” ¡¡nil |t 
were not “ practical politics ”  in 17th century Engl*11® _ ^
English Revolution m ight conceivably have ended in  ̂
of “ K in g  C rom w ell,”  but not in that of “ K ing C h i '" ’ 
particular tenet of the “  Fifth M onarchy ”  men ^

it  is, accordingly, one of the failures, not one of the s 
off-shoots of the Reformation at which we are about -
The failures of History, however, are frequently more in ^  „¡t 
than it s officially consecrated successes.
the stream

W h ilst to
is more profitable, to swim against 1sh'

difficult, and often more heroic. A nd this applies to 
of History. The English Revolutionary era, with ' «Le----  -----  ----- O— "  ..... ................~ ’ J  - — > ,
faults, was a strong age, it breathed strong air, and if I1 ¡F1
strong types; the strongest, indeed, that have ever
beneath an English sky. The men of that age w>'iv jjj» 
heroic mould : not least the men of tho “  Fifth Monarchy 1 
C hrist.”

T H E  L E F T -W IN G  SECTS OF T H E  R E F O R M A TIO N
.del »Tin Reformation, which began as a German, and >1/

European event, had, as already mentioned, its own sub-div)S>
which tliemselves correspondod with the, social forces ^
its age. In itself, the Reformation began as a result_  — fafO!
contemporary confluence of two originally quite separate j; . 
of the religious revolt against the Papacy, the Rom an h|tlj;t¡d 1- ■ old
and their ecclesiastical and doctrinal system ; and of the P
and economic revolt against the Feudal system and ,ne yfld
civilisation in general, which resulted from the contei»^ cj i 
opening-up of the world-market and the consequent grow 
powerful commercial (capitalist) class. .. .p 1'

W ith ou t the combination of this age-old movement for ll • ei i a w i u u u  v v m m m . s i v . .  v . n  • m e w . . . . . . .  - i - f ?

reform, which can itself be traced bark to the earliest T ’^j* 
Cliristianity, and of tho simultaneous growth of Capit'“ 1  ̂ J)' 
a result of tho Voyages of Discovery of Columbus, V » '1 |P

Dll'Gam a, M agellan, and their contemporaries,, which “  P"^(¡e11
world— and the world-market— on the m a p ,"  the R e f"1'" y e  
m ight, indeed, have occurred, but could not have m et with 1® |1F 
success. Those mechanically-minded M arxists who ig»01 it*
religious aspect of the Reform ation go as far astray '^..,0
traditionally ecclesiastical'historians, to whom its contend 
secular history represents merely an irrelevant blank.
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"iiigij.li i ,l^uu’> .the Reform ers soon formed separate 
jHnvff, r tjJ1 ler allied his movement with the monarchical 

pl'rinan and^s*11*8”'1 10Se an<* along with the fortunes of the 
' Nordic "  .C] •] can4illavian princes. Rut it was essentially a 

i'«*  was confined to the northern
^  s‘‘i*l for fi ni°. lilcial origin and culture. There is much to 
•»cialty |. ;i) v*ew that regards Luther as “  the first national 

^leanurhileC i*|IS ^ le forerunner of H itler, 
ifttportant 0f’ .1 '** P len°h bourgeois Calvin, historically the most 
!l'Vu!iitjon-u "* ^ ef °rmersi allied his movement with the then 

class, rapidly growing in contemporary 
ltsh'ictjo,ls M ll*’llce> and already in full revolt against mediaeval 
^ l a W l 011 usury>”  and casting greedy eyes on the vast 

To |Kl s "oalth  of the Rom an Church. 
a> Itgiti] •’+W, ,en Calvin declared commercial “ p ro fit” to be 
I?"Vt-'nicnt l'11' . as *euclal rent, be made the fortune of his

w|t. ( , "d  and M am m on joined forces in the Calvinist 
sty^.j Vc ’ > f°r  snch was its potent revolutionary role, may 

''I flu. mi,]V. 1 Sllbstantial accuracy as “  the first international 
N  (less 1 a"ufass (bourgeois) revolution. In  H olland, Scotland, 
v"'ilt‘ii t], !SUcotjssfully) in England and France, Calvinism repre- 
11 v,ilutioj,. ■' '*v‘ n8'force behind the anti-Catholic, anti-feudal j  tlieir- d j111 fbth and 17th centuries. The famous aphorism  
''"'utatelv1 . ly .enemy> James the F irst : “  N o bishop, no K in g ’ ’ ; 
^ Cal the actual contemporary revolutionary role

abo nnst Churches.
"lay be J ' 1,' "nivemonts of Luther and Calvin constitute what 

>1«" jj  ̂ e<f the official, successful, and, as such, “  respect- 
M c , , ; / .  0rmatio n : that is, the Reform ation of which the
C ^ - t o r :mils and their popularisers take cognisance. But

as (,u . ’ lllly means, the whole Reform ation movement that 
ittenb . un'Ier the respective banners of the Reform ers of 

<l"  “  ~  ' l e f t ”  of Luther and Calvin
sects, often loosely described

Wlt;''lu'ol|ed

v , > , aiul tdeheva. To the 
*» “ An8, .  a. host of “  ultra-left '
"tost si.,,1. aiJtists,”  from the nam e of the sect which staged the

insurrection of the 16tli century, the Anabaptist 
To ’ ’ of Munster in 1534-5

«1»

,l j Hi« dll<f tliy Lollards, in the preceding M iddle Agi 
i 11... ..'•'mrniatim ...av ...... i  :.... i . o fri.,, nil

sure, these “  left-wing ”  sects, wlio were regarded by 
H i nr pec,tabk  ,,- i- e.', wealthy and influential classes— with 
Hi,« 4  anJ dread, had also their prototypes, such

“41,

as the
___ _  s. But

"iiatiui,, with j(;S theological m otto : “ The Bible, and
of ° %  ’ ’ : had given an enormous impetus to every kind 
I'h'UsiL]11. iaill7  al|d fantastic belief. For what cannot be 
Ifistjj ||  ̂ deduded from that vast, corpus of Hebrew literature, 
■bill i> * Ib'oduct of so many and such various cultural levels?  
! ' nuil,.1.11" ' b l 11 w h elm s, historically and linguistically equipped  
Kst ^  nnd the often figurative narratives of the Old and New  

Ls> yet frequently arrive a t the most variousarrive at the most various andv w,,
"ft..,, | .""'e lu sions, what may we not expect from ignorant and 

"«li >• l ra ê enthusiasts, who drew a bewildering assortment 
''«I'd d "ll,Ki political, and social doctrines from the “  inspired 

Ah )f Ood” ?
''liiiu,̂  llsu doctrines, we may add, were social in character 
^  of lS Illu<-'h as theological. Themselves tile product of an 
'I«) o << l,noinic and social, no less than of theological revolution, 
"io communism ”  and literal equalitarianism which
'I'« ofoa'^>,,otestant sects drew from the Bible, corresponded with 
V  desperate social situation in which the poorer classes 

found themselves in that ruthless age ol (what 
f^itul"« * to term  as) “  the primary

Readers of “  Capital ’
the primary accumulation ol 
will not need to be reminded

«« ^ <:VlJcious exploitation, in the Old W orld  no less than in 
'•u 0|'v’ by means of which the newly-arisen Capitalism of the 
'’'I'lHir^lu Reformation laid the economic foundations of the 

, b’[)0 Ulv<J ago that was just then dawning.
!i„ 'heir social side tile Anabaptists and their kind represent 
%  0 est of the ruined handicraftsmen and the peasants 

U iP ted to the new horrors of capitalist exploitation. In  short, 
"long the “ ultra l e f t ”  sects of the Reform ation that we

find the revolutionary protest of the dispossessed and uprooted 
social classes of the epoch. B u t too often, the Apocalyptic 
M illennarian Reign of “ K in g C h r is t”  derived its appeal by 
contrast witli the current grim realities of the actual reign of 
“ K in g C apital.”

In  Germ any the power of the sects was violently broken by the 
failure of (he agrarian revolution inspired by Thomas Munzer 
in the “  Peasants A\ ar of 1525, and by the bloody suppression 
of the equalitarian “  Kingdom  ”  of the Anabaptists in M unster 
in 1534-5. W here, for a  brief space, Europe, Protestant and 
Catholic equally, stood aghast at the carnival of grotesque heroism  
and fantastic topsy-turvidom of “ the reign of the Saints.”  The 
“  New Jerusalem  ”  of the Apocalypse for a m oment literally  
realised in the capitalist world of Renaissance finance: the 
“  Paris Commune ”  of the 16th century.

In  the exodus that followed the horrible end of Jan of Leyden, 
the Anabaptist “ K i n g ”  of Munster, numerous sectarians lied 
to England, where their influence was soon apparent. For 
exam ple, in the agrarian revolt of the East Anglian peasants 
under K et (1549), the reforms demanded by the English peasants 
were alm ost verbally identical with those of this Germ an peasants 
in 1525.

The following (17th) century saw the Reformation in England  
reach its peak in the English Revolution of 1640-60. Here, as 
upon the Continent, the rising m iddle-class made joint cause 
with the Calvinist “ P u r ita n ”  Churches. And, here also, th e n  
arose a “  lunatic fringe ”  of “  ultra-left ”  sects, who deduced 
from a literal reading of the Bible those precise political, religious, 
and communistic doctrines which actually coincided with tiro 
hopes and secular interests of the English poor who made up 
the bulk of their following.

O f these “ left w in g ”  sects, which occupy so to speak, the 
margin of history in the era of the English Revolution, the 
m illennarian sects, who announced the proximate Return of 
Christ and his Universal Reign, formed a kind of extreme 
“  L e ft .”  And these millennrian beliefs themselves crystallised  
into the doctrines of the “  Fifth Monarchy ”  of the coming 
Alessiah Christ.

Accordingly, before glancing at the brief and stormy career of 
tlie sect which derived its name from this millenarian doctrine, 
it will be desirable to indicate what was this doctrine of the  
“  Fifth M onarchy,”  which, like the Anabaptist “  K in gdom ,”  if 
on a sm aller scale, was, to erupt the doctrines of the social and 
religious underworld on to the broad highways of h istory ; and in 
so doing, to become, for a short while, a nam e of terror to the 
contemporary rulers of Church and State, and, in general, to the 
current social order.

F . A . R ID L E Y .
(To bo continued)
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ACID DROPS

Cardinal Griffin informs us that the only way to make the 
world hotter is to bring Jesus into the workshop. But the only 
account wo have of his ability in tho workshop is when he was 
there with his .Mother’ s husband, who found a plank of wood 
that was not long enough for the work he was doing. Where­
upon Jesus took hold of one end of the plank and Joseph the  
other and stretched the plank to the desired length. If that 
could he managed nowadays he would be a decided help in the 
rebuilding that is now taking place. But these gods, and 
semi-gods, seldom do what is most needed.

Sir H . Spencer Jones recently told some Australians that iti 
is “  unfortunate some scientists have taken up an atheistic 
attitude.”  W h at we should like to know is what other attitude 
could any scientists take? Atheism is a frame of mind that 
leaves gods and dev ils out of calculation, and whatever opinions 
any scientist has about gods and devils they play no part in 
his calculations. So far as we know anything concerning Sir 
Spencer Jones, his religion is not in the least connected with his 
skill as a scientist. Of course, Sir S. J. may have a belief in 
gods and devils, in heaven and hell, hut these have nothing to 
do with his quality ns a. scientist, and it is a pity he should 
mix up his religious beliefs with his scientific knowledge. Religion 
plays no part in his science, and his science has nothing to do 
with his religion It  is a pity he does not keep the distinction 
before him. __________

H istorically, in nearly every scientific discovery for at least the 
last nearly two thousands years, there has not been one of 
first-rate quality that has not been opposed by the Christian 
Churches: and this was done not because the now idea was 
wrong, hut because it ran across the teachings of this or that 
Christian doctrine. W e would suggest to Sir Spencer that he 
takes his mind through the work of groat scientific discoveries 
and see if he can find one that the Christian Churches have 
not damned. He could take his search, say, beginning with 
Copernicus and end with Darwin, and he will find there is not 
a • single instance where the Christian Churches bavo not 
condemned them. And, let it be marked, it was not because 
the new scientific teaching was untrue, but simply that it 
differed with Christian teaching. The working scientist has 
often pursued his work with the threat of prison or death for 
his labours. Science has never m et with opposition from
Atheism .

The “  Church Times ”  has come to the conclusion that Sunday 
cinemas are not bad enough to be forcibly suppressed. An 
editorial note says that, after all. religious services only last 
a few hours, and there are “  far worse places than the cinema 
for young people.”  The surrender is neither graceful nor com­
pletely honest. There is still the belief that the Churches have 
some kind of established right to force on the community a 
course of behaviour that is not believed by them . That is the 
essential thing to hear in mind. A body of m en—-the number 
is not of importance-- wish to use the law to prevent people 
having their own way to spend their spare time as they please. 
A fter all, England is not, and never was, a Christian country. 
The Churches have lived on that lie long enough. The rules 
that determine conduct should rest on a far better base than 
a mass of stupid superstitions.

According to Archbishop Downey, it was .Materialism that 
brought about our two world wars. This seems rather odd in 
view of the fact th at the first world war was headed by tho 
Gorman Emperor, who was a very staunch believer in Chris­
tianity, and he had tho backing of his religious advisers. And 
if there is one quality of the leader of tho second war— and 
which was worked with a cruelty never before experienced— it 
was H itler who bad a very definitely strong religious quality. 
Scores of times he told tho world that he was an instrument 
of God. H e was, moreover, a Homan Catholic, and remained 
such to the end. Another great supporter of tho German leader 
was the Italian ruler. W e  should imagine that even the Roman 
Catholics in this country will not readily swallow such an

an11

obviously nonsensical statem ent as that made h>■ * ^  
Downey, i t  would he foolish of anyone to attrihuU  ̂^ (jiid( 
tears to Christianity only, but it is quite plain t“ 11* 1 (1jte d'1'1! 
unable, or disinclined. ti> prevent them . And if 1S (|

akes for
T) - a,oir

blessings to war. They cannot escape a share of th® 11 
for what wars have occurred.

disinclined
that Christianity is not a power that ui 
brotherhood. As a peacemaker Christianity is 11 
lailure. Hitherto tho Churches of all kinds have

One of the hymns lustily sung throughout aluH’st * lyr'0’1,1. 
of the 19th century, and even witli appropriate re11.- 
this century, is Hym n 573 in “  H ym ns Ancient on(
Verse 3 is particularly well know n: —

Mod1’1'11'

The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at his gate,

God made them, high or lowly, 
And order'd their estate.”

ood

a

That was a very well-known teaching which 
leaders of the time took care was rubbed into the 
people. The Church had a set reminder that it, " :ls 
duty of the pool to  be content with the position ■ ]1(
God had placed them— even with little children being 
chimneys to pull down the soot ; and the Methodist 
strongly knitted body, insisted that its members

C'in''1 •

rC hid' 
i»tl> '' ,,f

S&
!u'i"i,

take any part in politics. 'The authoritative 
the Hammonds, a little over twenty years ago, 
good picture of what the world was like in the opt 
last century. W e need only add non tile Act oi

'siioiT1 
writ“ :" 'HlV»1 r .of

works

of * < rwhich made two men asking together for an increase | |i" 
to be giultv of “  conspiracy.”  and were often transi’1"  , |p' 
life for so great an olfenee. W e are not surprised t t  , * 
C. H . 8 . Buckley, of («nival, Cornwall, wants the 
have just quoted to lie completely omitted from the E '11̂  „ir
Rut to us the 
which ail should

religious hymns 
he acquainted.

are valuable docuim

The Editor of the Roman Catholic
tls'.

if the world is not run as God intends it will not run
Universe *•■-” .,11

d<>
running In a way .ipfaltoF “W ell, wo can understand the wor

Ilk««, but bov can ■ tbe world stop “  running 1
Actually, tbe world did exist for a very long while. b< j il 
Christian God was heard of, and it Is fairly certain . 
world will “  run ”  long after lie is forgotten The ‘ ‘ ' 11 _(.0jii' 
should remember that the Christian God was a really hi 
on the scene.

i t ;
If some good Christians had their " a y !  Here is D,c’ [1,,rk1' 

of Barningham , Richmond, who writes expressing his  ̂ 1(ti’ 
feelings when lie finds that the II.li e . permits ‘ •such fpi®
ite m s ”  as that \vhich desecrate the sabbath. First,
that these things are not all religious. That wo believe 11 • ^  
although some of tile religious listeners cannot help (l1'1*
people laugh. He winds up his complaints by sayb'b

\Ve "En-preachers cannot “  hope to compete with H andley.”  
although clowning and wit aie distinct, although there a1’1'
"h u  mistake one for flic other, lint " ¡1  and clowning 
never be taken as identicals

sti'|L . Jjl'' j
Bishop Godfrey W inder, of Lewes, calls on everyone * , >'■

up and support the National Church. Evidently the 9 "  
God is in troubled water. If is scandalous that "  Ho k n o " ' 
a bird falls to the ground ”  seems quite unaware of the •• 
threatening 11 is Church. It is just negligence.

The troubles of the godly increase. Here is the 
Southwell "h o  finds that no less than five hundred M* l .  Atumoney is every year spent on betting. But those who 
racecourse do at least see something for their inon^N'
occasionally pull off a prize. But when a man gives be
to tbe church, he has no surety that God receives it. The il'-1li*
may lie mistaken, the people may bci mistaken. It is tH11’ ,li;'1 
the money is meant for God, b u t who can supply evideW 1 '^¡i1' 
lie gets it?  In England, in other m atters than religion, 'r 
money as do tile priesthood may land a man in prison.

’l’<
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" its "" h'lestion tlmt the Roman Church is remaining true 
one ,|,Utatioi‘ for underhand working. It allows nothing and

............. "tend in its way. It also exhibits its skill in placing
"r sin-.n ‘rs »1 “ ’k e y ”  positions; whether the position is great 
T,,, '"utters little We hasten to say that we are not an 

brushing aside all attempts to prevent freedom o 
'"I,., situation to R.C.s. Hut that should not prevent a I 

■1'l.Hi ' t mK bow and where Roman Catholicism works and 
be,,. VUty with which the followers of the Papacy take orders. 

‘Vicy •s ,,M*m quite a number of interesting entieisms ol the 
'{""Him ),,b̂ bed  recently, and we now call attention to the 
J, N0| 1 which bears the title, “  Is the Roman Catholic Chinch 
' ' “ill,,., ^ H ity?”  Well amongst its writers is |)r. G.
"I1 t||(. U vho may he taken as one of our most prominent writcis 
<  T], stoi'y of religion. H is major hooks should he read bj 

U hamphlet should also lie read. The price is 2s. (id.
% r (

iE toi] I’ rineess is unm arried; she is not, so far as we know,
' tl„; yillte honestly, although we are not on speaking terms 

fj'hlre,, yjll»g lady, we wish her a happy m arriage and healthy 
is 'f  ¡s not the heir th at settles whom she may m arry.

| ll""ii' ||' ll|<'stion for the K ing, and if the princess married  
l,(l Hu,, 11 , |o K ing, lie could set ii on one side. The rule is

is v Advice may he given concerning marriage— although  
'C  olten worthless— even dangerous.

the Roman Church does not like 
N il,, •' (̂ <'ated to prevent a Roman Cat]

S i * ™

ke this rule. I t  was 
■ -»  prevent a Homan Catholic m ounting the 

■'tholies have protested against this “  insult ”  to 
" "w  the “  Universe ”  quietly suggests that the

iK
tl"’

i '||| '•)!) w nucioc 4U1VHJ
¡i|.ltli,i|> 10"h i lie changed. O 11 principle we agree that this  
tiein>I I 1"  certain people from  m arrying a R .C . is
I, .,'t „ ( M|t to others it is a striking illustration of tlie truth

 ̂ W 7 0 " h o  rely on Rom an Catholic rules are likely to 
... °r  their carelessness.

,^\r  ̂ __________
’• I,. |,j||',ln| Acland since he turned himself into a champion 

thj * ¡¡.. '"h pears to he trying to see how many foolish things 
H * Hot ' 1 " 1' do. For example, with all the certainty that he 
o,.'11 “ what lie is talking about, informs the world
II, i„lil|('l(>- i?"Ve us freedom to do good or had, free to lie earefit’

■1» I bV ’ k|l0\v
1,1 I k.„"r|.v if p at man is sometimes good and sometimes had, etc, 

V,U(1 made a man it was liis duty to see that tile man 
11 ho was doing, and why lie was doing it. W hy even

HISS.” Now, how the deuce does he know th at? H e

til-
''ll a

in our poor fum bling way we try to put a mail straight when 
we find he is turning crooked. .Mine, when a man persuades 
another to commit an offence he may lie punished as one who 
has taken part in evil. Really Sir Richard’s friends ought to 
induce him to go away to some place where the atmosphere— both 
scientific and human— is healthiei than this country appears 
to be. __________

The North Condon Branch N .S .S . will he holding their Annual 
General .Meeting in the Maison Rose, 23, Junction Road, Higligate, 
near Archway Tube Station, at 3-30 p .111. on Sunday, March 2.3rd. 
The Branch has a fine record of work, and it is hoped that members 
will attend the meeting to discuss future propaganda.

Heamington Spa Freethinkers willing to help to form a Discus­
sion Circle in that area are invited to communicate with M r. 
Robert Williamson at 02, Wathen Road, Heamington Spa.

The impudence of the godly knows no hounds. Gods are, or 
have been, the most numerous things in existence. There are 
black gods and' white ones, and gods of many other colours. 
V et in spite of this enormous mass of goods one here and there 
has the “  face ”  to say th at “  I am  tile only G od,”  or “  Thou 
shalt have no other God hut m e.”  W e have seen this kind of 
tiling in polities as illustrated by H itler. Ho looked round his 
own nation and decided that he should rule it. Then lie moved 
from country to country until lie nearly reached the point of 
saying that “ 1 am the only ruler, and thou slialt obey my 
decree, for there is 110 other ruler but m e.”  And so he went 
the way that history shows us the gods have gone. Yesterday 
they ruled the world, then one by one they shrunk into next to 
nothingness, and today w© have just a fain t echo of gods who 
were once everything and today are rapidly becoming just 
nothing.

HE NOTHING OF RELIGION KNOWS 
WHO ONLY KNOWS HIS OWN

Seme of the older Faiths, very briefly examined

B U D D H IS M

A B O U T  one-third of the human race actually are (as compared 
with merely being supposed to be) Buddhists, of some sect or 
other. Buddhism , whose foundations lie, alm ost hidden, deep 
in prehistoric Brahmanism, was initiated by Gautam a, the last 
,md greatest of all the Buddhas or W ise M en. Gautam a Buddha 
was definitely historic, his time being around 550 n.c.

H e  persuaded his disciples and early followers to give up (heir 
inherited concern with the supernatural, with gods and all their 
attendant superstitions, pro]diets, priests and ritual and concen­
trate on right, i.c., pro-social conduct. H e  taught that religion 
was not fear and propitiation of gods or futile worryings about 
a possible future life, but K arm a, or “ D oin g,”  “ Let us seek 
after attainable truths, such as the cause of suffering among 
men and animals, and the path to the cessation of suffering, anu 
avoid assertions about supernatural things of which we can have 
110 knowledge,”  he said.

Buddha’s original teaching makes no mention of gods, spirits, 
souls, heaven or hell, being purely ethical, but in course of time 
these superstitions inevitably found their way in from the 
surrounding Brahmanism.

The famous “  Buddhist B eatitu des”  reappear in (he Christian  
gospels, very little changed, 500 years later. Buddhism was the 
first great missionary religion, and it is known that there were 
Buddhist monasteries in E gypt and Palestine at least 400 years 
before the first Christian gospels were compiled.

The student of religions very soon comes to realise that the 
ethics and legends of all religions (including his own) are largely 
or even entirely borrowings from older faiths, right back to the 
earliest recorded code of ethics, the Babylonian king Ham m urabi's 
“  Book of the D ead,”  2140 u .c., and sculptures and inscriptions
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ligh t buck tu 7000 n.e., ffum which the ancient religious 
practices can be pieced together.

Gautam a taught that what we and animals are, is the result 
ol good or evil actions in this and previous lives. Prayers are 
useless, it is only our actions that can acquire merit and bring 
ii' nearer to Nirvana, tile final peace, cessation from all disturbing 
emotions, a sort of restful oblivion, which Gautam a expressly 
explained was unrelated to any idea of future life or immortality. 
The meaning of Nirvana is, however, debatable. Buddha was 
agnostic rather than atheistic, according to m ost scholars, except 
that in Ceylon the most ancient Scriptures are definitely 
atheistic.

“  The wise man will avoid women,”  as being the antithesis of 
emotionless peace, appears again, more strongly emphasised, in 
the teaching of the Christian Saint, Paul, who urged even men 
who already had wives “  to be as if they had none ”  (1 Cor. vii., 
et alibi), and praises eunuchs.

Gautam a preached a kindly tolerance— bo persuasive, not 
dogmatic, urges he to his disciples. Revile not the gods of other 
men but be gentle in persuasion (ef. Kxod. xxii. 28). , i l c  
recommended “ The Middle W a y ”  of l ife ; not one of strenuous 
seeking after happiness, nor that of mortification and misery, 
but it will be appreciated that to really understand the inner 
meanings of a cult, specially a very old one, prolonged studies 
and much thought are required, the result of which cannot possibly 
be set out in a few clear cut sentences. Also in Buddhism , as in 
Christianity, there are very many inure or less conflicting sects, 
so that it would be impossible to give any definition that would 
be accepted by all Buddhists or all scholars of Buddhism.

<)n the whole, and disregarding all the priestly hocus-pocus 
so dearly loved of the foolish and ignorant, it is a very beautiful, 
lie-good-and-you-will-be happy religion, in which there is no 
caste, all members being equal, although an arch-priest's words 
are respected on account of his superior religious knowledge, 
lie  neither needs nor wears the pompous robes which the Christian  
prelate finds necessary to his worldly pride. The Burmese 
version of Buddhism, as practiced today, has been described by 
eminent scholars as tho happiest of a ll faiths. A n  Indian  
census has revealed that only one man in every 38,000 Buddhists 
is a criminal, compared with one in every 270 ‘ European 
Christians. (A s  the Buddha said: “ The tree is judged by its 
fruits.” )

In the Buddhist H oly Scriptures (much of which would have 
been strongly condemned by the Teacher, him self) it is related 
that, in accordance with ancient prophesies of a Saviour of 
m ankind, Gautam a was born of a virgin called .Maya, conceived 
by a Spirit which came down from heaven in the form of an 
elephant (sacred anim al) and that at this, the final and perfect 
incarnation, earthquakes and all sorts of miracles took place, 
flowers bloomed out of season, celestial music was hoard by 
reliable witnesses, etc. The Holy Babe was ushered in by the 
chief gods (of the older Brahmanism) and four W ise M en, Alagi 
or K ings came to pay homage. As he was born ho uttered a 
shout of victory over the Evil One and the sacred Bo treo under 
which lie was to pass his years of meditation later on miraculously 
appeared. Years after, as a man, he was led up into a high 
mountain and tempted of the devil M ara,w ho offers him dominion 
over all the earth if lie will only give up his mission, bill, he 
sits on unmoved.

It is significant that all the characteristic acts and incidents 
ascribed lo the Christian Saviour (except the crucilication) are 
recorded of the Buddha, many centuries n.c.

11 is disciples he bids go forth over all tho world as “  fishers 
of men ”  to spread the doctrine, though he himself confined his 
wanderings to his native Province.

Many scholars maintain that the missionaries m ust have 
reached America, in pre-Aztec times, as many signs have been 
found there of a mythology closely resembling our eastern legends. 
W ithout knowledge opinions are worthless.

M . C. B R O T H E K T O N , Comm. U .N .

GOD IN HOSPITAL

AVOULI) you believe it?  A s soon as 1 arrived a* 
for my “ O p .”  and entered w illingly into the usufl 
I was asked as an afterthought, what religion ?

To mo, this was asking too much, and under

the b <
al fon"8'1

cilT > .
stau"

of knowing 1 had already asked for a surgical blessii'fc’ • j ^ t r 1 
had no intention of asking for a religious one. H ‘u . ■ '  
m yself accurately as an Atheist, I should have been r 
my psychological studies of Christian servants, to 
a rule they have been effectively instructed that ^  6|u,»'' 
about the worst person to  whom no forgiveness mm- 
In fact, a prayer that such “ Enem ies of inquiry y„. t.v'
be dispensed with, could not be considered wicked in  ̂
of God. B u t this bright and helpful young lady^ Jll‘  ̂ 0ut(
then hesitated after I  had advised her to “  strike
religion,”  and briskly struck her pen across the spaw ,s nr'1 
be sufficient for an y  parson to know that at leash  ̂ t'- 
unusual for anyone entering a hospital for drastic n th "

b e > ito look to God or his ministers for help.
Then being conducted to the ward, which was not lo

;i I 
an 
the

lace of comfort oi 
answer to the

rest, ! he Sister 
same question, which

i-eai
who received W ...l«  

respectfully ‘ll(1

,1)1''’

1 «li"1
strike me out of religion ”  to a lady who had bet'11 ,•

decaccording to Christian teaching could only be regal' 
apostasy of this nature to be religiously attended to. 

And so nnee flic iec
again a stroke with the pen was left on ^iif 

sheet, as well as in the safe custody of the inlioce11 
inquisitors. .^te^t.

But when Christians have been ill-inform ed to the *
remaining fast to absurd ideas on the one hand, and _¡,,n. ■'
ably proficient in skill in their own calling or l,r"  ,* ,,|i<d 

clearly enough what a pernicious threat is oin
the whole paraphernalia of religion as a dowry for uny
Christ. '

Bul 1 too know the value of obedience and good nUin,|L ,' bed.
with the S iste r 's . stern orders to the bathroom then - 
about the m ost pleasant way of her telling me to go h1 
which I did.

To be critical over religious matters implies 
connections, just as sure as the Greek prefix “  A

u»i’< !

tli»*
with the necessity of believing in God, in the forming 
word “  A th eist.”

Are you, stranger to tins journal, under the imp)'*'*"1 p /  
Christianity means all that is noble and good ? I '"  •'
that “  Belief ”  has no connection whatever with “  K 110" ^  1 
or even “  R e a so n ” ? ' Therefore belief is quite exci*'* jK  
people who cannot examine these subjects, and less (ltf
for those who declare with all the effrontery that they .-i'll1

. . . . i f (K p
God exists, yet are quite incapable of giving any sort 111 jiiit1 
tion or tangible evidence, except irritability through ;lb‘ 
AVo may just as well expect them to give us a |t'' piK

or assist them by suggestingdescription of “  Nothing 
'ole without tho b a rr e l!

The difficulty lies with all who support the idea, of god*’ ||(„ 
ever takes their fancy and whichever they may finally 
as the right one, whether physical or metaphysical.

You must not suppose that it is simple enough to be an - jflji 
for it is quite tho reverse. Religious ideas are so Jl11. i|l;i|! 
impressed upon the human mind through the slow evol" 
processs of m illions of years, that it is more or less
inherited from infancy, and the mental task required to 
let alone remove, is so portentous that it is disturbing to ■' 
to do so. H is like, as it were, when two rivals meet t<> ' jil! 
upon such indelible subjects because beliefs are so cUll' 11|il|'( 
impressed that to expect a houseful of Christiana to viiil1 
stand the scientific thoughts of an Atheist, sufficient to .Jl

such an indelibility of long standing is ,'l"or remove
impossible. Any physician or surgeon will explain this ■ ^  
that to neglect those conditions that are troublesome ^

1
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"ill 111
ttltim||ely become more difficult to deal with, il not 

*"1'1 MU«to \ "Cft ca,i only be possible to those who are 
'ikes U)" 8 1 to understand in time, before the mischief

wCirs .«•
' » Which 1 f Uelst meets Christians under the ciirumstances 
|l",ir ii|,,.K " l" u* myself, it. is tantam ount to telling them that
. Had til,, T ,  w‘ ong.

sHilpl<> j( *,siuni impertinence not been impressed upon that 
( . °  filled in. there would not have been any 

l'"\h*i* of jnsi an^goiiistic feeling set in motion. Therefore, the 
Ja'lie.s W]„, lnuation was lurking not in the minds of those two 
hut
"Ijittf
IIIPII

»as t]i'V‘.1<' *° Imlp bring me back to health and strength, 
mtiusion of religious authority placed in such an:|,nt

Way to^ . gain on the affections by gentle and artful 
11,1111 blazes'! T* ^ U' Hitimidating intim ation that 
1,1 (he !' X'H was strictly carried out. And oion the evening

Wiiu, my reception, T had the hum iliating feeding

ito" co n lsgrace-
will d  resen  ̂ the attitude of these “ Angels without 

"'Hsian,,. ( " St‘ hard training, excellent manners and kindly 
Hii'ir |0 "  ' ,t!SRalien patients meant so much ?

Oacej *  and busy day about to close, a hymn hook was 
fathered ^ed in common with oth ers; and the Sisters
I '' hymn )<,U* ^ le P'unoed corner where, with due consideration, 
'"hi Chief 'r'lS j Husen and the keys struck. Now, although a 

"•Kgion *  ’ Us^ Ce Had made it d ea r that to attack the Christian 
Vision th .V p * a cv'me in common law, and the H ouse of Lords 

|!"V(,r wag j Hristianity is not part of the Law of England and 
J.1'1! if ]  ̂ l' 1 that I  was quite justified in at least complaining 
I'^'t of '!s exPected to join in singing I  should also enjoy thePoniti]'ggai<l > --..... - ------- ------- .. — ....
'j S,,1;iH porti SU'n ^  Wl1s c°m m only supposed to Ik-, and therefore 
¡S d e d  (I, " " l was as indispensable to have this piano surgically 
>  Patient '** xt was *ov the right medicine to be administered 
lsgtaee, r 110 0I.le complained, and I was undoubtedly in

'fi out that the revenue of the Church was not

¡Ur

I»'
tf'b,

a bealit'tSlrnply had to have ii I t  was :autifl , lliL"  up nave It.. 11, w as: 1 A ll things bright
°W, t]l0jl
bed Was a tic in music to begin with, and there was 

>e » ¡t ]Vl 1 P'les of trouble that would only be too beautiful 
,ub and— w hat’s the good of ta lking?

T IM O T H Y  T H O M A S .

u. BELIEF a n d  k n o w l e d g e
s *  p, — —
tc'oach1 ^ 01'fl°n , in his “ D on’ t be a Snowball M a n ,”  is
't t  "  his subject from a false an gle! How can lie assert 
N  05i|)^,.111̂ 01'Pret our future experiences in the language of 
f V  tl|pncc?”  The past is reminiscent, the future, antici- 
l'l|ll the p ?  ^ Ve 1" the eternal now. Both the pns1 Golden Age 
'ill ^11 nvo Heaven arise in present difficulties. The snow 

accum ulation of re-interpretations. Actually , we 
P'rly ,, ° Ur past experiences and so, fail to learn, from  them. 

S lo iy  '* ability to learn from the past is the function of 
'"¡cl , are not blinded by the past but by the desire to
)l ' "sent difficulties.r>Ht

^ 4  ! llaPs the most fatal error is the suggestion “  To place 
" <l0i *11 *he other person’s position.”  For that is ju st what 

tl,ym g to see the other m an’s point of view ; in

"H,

1Hty ^  J

f'nig], l" s‘ ‘lves in the other m an’s position ; we are still seeing 
" lii,tl' UV <>vm «yes ; reading our own feelings and desires

'$■ That is what the psychologist calls personal projec- 
'luote Chapman Cohen, we can no more get outside 

"'"(ib S <*'au Wo ca,i lift ourselves up by our own brace-ends. 
l 'l!’°iliil"< ait! laced with social problems, we see only from a 
"S t o , Rtandpoint. In (lie final analysis we come down to
't h *xr* 'rience.

11 standard of truth that is required, we have had two 
years search for that ; but a method of self-analysis. 

"  lurin of self-criticism ; it is useful. But the cold logic

nr.
of the dismal science is too abstract; it needs to be related to our 
behaviour; and so far as our feelings and desires are concerned, 
il, Is interesting to apply to ourselves the method of hypnosis and 
suggestion of the alienist or psychoanalyst. I t  can be done.

Ask questions by all means, and let them be of a personal 
character; but let us be consistent, and try to understand our 
own position. There are many question which can be, put from  
a personal angle. A m  I a voice or an echo; is this m y own 
opinion or someone vise’s ; do I understand ils meaning and 
im plications; is it consistent with m y experience; is it consistent 
with m y behaviour; do I  understand the social consequences 
either of m y interests or m y actions; do I comprehend the nature 
of the circum stances; do T appreciate the stim ulus to which my 
reactions are a, response; am I conscious of my responsibility; 
to what extent are my reactions unconscious?

To what extent belief is conditioned reflex or choice is an 
interesting question, but in either case, belief should be suspect. 
Axiom atic acceptance is no substitute for factual consciousness. 
In our liability to forget unpleasant experiences; and our future 
fea rs ; is not the easy acceptance of belief an avoidance of 
conscious reason? The function of question is to stim ulate  
m em ory; the need for questions arises in the ease with which 
wo forget. H . H . P R E E C E .

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
Report of Executive Meeting Held March 13, 1947

The President, M r. Chapman Cohen, in the Chair. Also pre­
sent Messrs. Hornibrock, Rosetti (A .C .) , Griffiths, Seibert, Ebury, 
l.upton, Horowitz, Page, Barker, M rs. G rant, M rs. Quinton and 
the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. Financial 
statem ent presented. New members were admitted to M anchester, 
Birmingham, W est London Branches and Parent Society.

The Annual Conference this year will be held at Newcastle by 
invitation from the local N .S .S . Branch. Details of Conference 
arrangements already made were examined and approved. Mrs. 
M. Quinton was re-elected as one of the Trustees of the- N .S .S . 
A legacy of £1 ,000  under the will of the late Sir Julian Calm was 
reported. Correspondence from Bradford, Manchester, Halifax 
and London districts was dealt with. An Agenda committee was 
formed consisting of Messrs. Griffiths, Lupton, Morris, llorni- 
brook and Seibert,.

The next meeting of the Executive, was fixed for Thursday,. 
April 17, and the proceedings closed.

I*. U. IIOSET'IT, General Secretary.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

L O N D O N - 1 n noon
Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall, Bed Lion Square, 

W .C .1 ) . -Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.iii.: "  W hat is P o e tr y ? ”  M r. 
Jokkrii B iiaddock, M .A .

North Loudon Branch N .S .S . (Maison Rose, 23, Junction Hoad, 
High gate, near Archway Tube Station). Sunday, 3-30 p .m .: 
Members’ Annual General M eeting.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W .C .I ) .  Sunday, II a .m .: “  Patterns of C u ltu re ," Prof. .1. ( h’l.ruKr,.

W est London Branch N .S .S . (The National Trade Union Club, 
Great Newport Street, W .C . I).- Sunday, (¡-30 p.in.: “  Religion 
in the Soviet U nion,”  Air. .). IU rkhr .

C O U N T R Y - Indoor
Bradford Branch N .S .S . (Science Room , Mechanics In stitute).. 

Sunday, 0-30 p .m .: Open Niglit.
Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, J lumber,stone G ate).— 

Sunday, 0-30 p .m .: “  Proethought and the Young,”  M r. Cor,in 
M cCa lTj.

Nottingham Debating Society (Technical College, Shakespeare 
S treet).— Sunday, 2-30 p .m .: “  A Schoolmaster Looks at his 
T ask ,”  Mr. E. ( '.  M artin (Sherwood).



or» T H E  F R E E T H IN K E R

IMPRESSIONS OF 1946

L.

'T is a short l i fe ; at least it’ s my notion,
W h a t’s done for Christ is simply hand-lotion.

Oi.n NonoDAlinv Gave ' km the Double C ross.— F rom Ihe notes 
of Charles Fort, permission of Fortran Society. ( I ’ d ). 15ox 192, 
New York, N .Y .) :  —

“  July 17, 1820, the people of Schwartz, Tyrol, Switzerland, 
in churches at annual Day of Thanksgiving for having been 
spared earthquakes since July 17, 1670, when a violent quake 
suddenly occurred with great dam age.”  —  L  o n d o n 
M a g a /. i n e , ”  Yol. 2, page 329.

One of tin1 brief notes among the thousands Fort left, now 
being presented to readers of “  Doubt ”  magazine (Fortran  
Society) by the secretary, Tiffany Thayer.

1 claim it w as a nice anniversary, praise the Lord ! Since 1670. 
and for 150 years, mind'you . . . until the Lord suddenly waxed 
wrath}' and struck with a vengeance!

The whole town, evidently church and all, were shaken to 
pieces . . . hundreds buried alive . . . Death stalked . . . on 
their 150th Anniversary.

(Explanation: Same old bunk . . . they were “  giving thanks,”  
but not hard enouyh .'), Am en.

T he Dhk.isiiru  T om bstonk .— T heodore Dreisher’s last and 
greatest “  The Bulwark ”  made its appearance this past summer.

This is perhaps the old Battler’ s best . . . where Religion and 
Materialism (dash. Readers will find this a tough book more or 
less, turgid in style and ponderous in its craftsmanship. O v era ll  
it is a beautiful but melancholy thing, and as per one noted critic, 
“  is a rock-like unity of earnest intelligence; of slow, munching 
rhythm, but the work of an upright and enduring heart.”  Head 
would sound better.

Critics, by the way, ever watchful for our beloved Church, call 
him a Humanitarian. " T h e  Bulwark ”  makes a nice tombstone 
no matter how considered.

V an  P a a s s k n — I I i u i i - I ’ o w k i h .ii C l e r g y m a n . Under “  Religious 
Book of the M onth ”  banner, and huge puffs from various 
weeklies and Sunday blurb sections, our Unitarian Minister. 
Pierre Van Paassen’s fifth or sixth book wits launched last May. 
11 is other books have sold “  more than a million copies!”

But Germ any is whipped now, so you can save your money. 
The hero listens to the pastor describe a miserable picture of 
depraved humanity (the Germans of coinse), when suddenly hero 
rushes to organ -  /lulls out the stops— makes organ roar -shouts 
“  H a lle lu ja h !”  and everybody’ s rollin ’ in the aisles.

Ainiee McPherson, of Los Angeles, rolled ’em in the aisles 
too— and quite literally— and in such a. way as to make baby-face 
Van Paassen look slightly wackier than somewhat.

This book, "  Earth Could be F air,”  may he nice for some 
Pollyannas . . . but to m y and Outlier’ s notion, earth would h 
a lot fairer if there were Irx.i of such books cluttering up the book 
stoles.

Which reminds me of a friend who recently returned from the 
war zone. At Ihe time lie mustered in (a volunteer, by the way), 
the Sarg.. asked, “ W hat religion ? "  My friend answered 
"  U nitarian.”  W here upon Sarg.' snapped "  U nitarian! Hell. 
Hint's no religion ! ”

M o n  Mystery ' .lust, throwing the harpoon, however, slightly 
into that scarecrow, W m . Shakespeare, and affiliations of 
St rat ford-on-Avon, L td ., may I ask why respectable little 
Denmark tolerates two graves of Hamlet ? and he a "  M ythical ”  
King !

Once this year (and once wits enough) a B .B .O . speaker talking 
through his nose said, “ God planned the Cross before he made 
Ihe A tom .”  You should crown Ibis person with a shining bras 
cuspidor and give Iron Gross . . . send bill to American Asso­

ciation for Advancement of Atheism. ( >i all “  saying 
this takes first place on our Special list of Moronii 

For second place, that B .B .C . talk on “  W hat are 
Doing? with Little Sir Echo the only one who had 
“ Slipping, A',» H o !”  M y friend, Luke McGlook, 
Atheist, who 1 have so much trouble restraining, sa)

the I"1’ .
iie
o eh“1' Fo

-D oing— can’ t they stick out the neck any F a rth e r,, ?”

B ible Purr - a n d  Sensational Novels.— R eport g
iveit

Bible » ’

111»1“
lull:

publicity, as a sort of a Double Threat— “ the Rlt)K j'u , |  of l'11' 
remain the most widely read haul; "  - and during the l1’ , p,1'

ie of >"
Foa"survey (probably in som ebody’s office )—-“  the reading '' ^

of 1readingwas equalled, if not surpassed, by the 
A m b e r ’ and ‘ Tree Grows in B rooklyn .’ ”  . iÉlje Wr

W h at w ill an American outfit not do to puff thin 1 v ' i» |
you as|; m e? The only thing this survey didn't do "  1 j)(1
book, so and so, has sold in greater numbers than 
B ible .”  old ho

lid

People are beginning to laugh whenever that 
agged in. Eveiy famous book for 2,000 years has l » ' 11  ̂j  ¡Id1 

by its Champion at sometime or other as “  more rop|l’s uni
f o r an alert book ih',n .t° 0 i É  

Bibles (jicen atra ¡/.by 1 '! 1.0̂'
«■noW

in
fool ’<*1)1 for

a , v F"'11""!.— On M ay 8, ymn „|k|ii;!
erly SFmore propel ,f the

;s Champion
the Holy B ib le ” — it is time 
it— “  More, copies sold than 
S ociety !”  Than comparison might 
y e a rs !

jVnd O Loitn, W ere w e  H o no u rs]
Cardinal Gridin paid us a visit .
called on President Trum an, the present ¡incumbent 1,1 ' q̂lr 
House. Or, perhaps, 1 should say, the present ocCiil11111 
isn’ t any question about him encumbering i t ! )  Of <'1"  
dear Cardinal called on our dear Cardinal, too. But w ' < ^
us the most was the weird new business about the 
Uncommon man ”  that your dear Cardinal sprang oil 11S »<('
was no common m an— we, too, must, be uncommon ,n< 11 ,li' 
etc., e tc .”  Russians, it would appear 

W e ll, 
ju st the
Rome is going to change things one damn bit. »̂ju

But God, you ’re common, you R ussians! A fto  
“ The F reeth in ker”  this past year, I 'd  think y0111 ^
Griffin would have his hands full right (here in EngleijV p;lr'

I liiMI.-GltOWN P roducts. -Lemiii ¡an Fellowship, 118» ' ' .,,,»>• 
mont, I.os Angeles, California— some private residence "   ̂ V
m eats—  itching to send you their “ Dynamic Energy

are just commo*1
Irethren, there’s sipnething we like about tl*1’ 
same. No high-powered wearer of tire »Stolen

nl)**

li»'

Yours ! "  I 
was known

cad “ Into the Sun ” — Did you. know 
to Atlanteans who flew levitation

\toin,( 
aiishiP5.

magnetic power? (you didn’t ! )  That America is . I tU i" 1'*

Txmuria relurned and returning? (W h y  you big Dim»111'  |,iu’^
If you don’.l like this one try Ding (as the boy- 1,1 

Edwin J . Dingle, F .R .G .S ., 213,' So. Hobart, Los Aiig*''1”. 
Invenlnr of M ental-Physics ; the man who walked across I 1 j ¡|i- 
Desert in answer to a strange call from but the sileil1'1 j i
cosmos. Tht 
Llam a Land
allot her drop, v » nu-i s i-iym, i. uk»»— now pour me one-/ ^j»* 

And then there’ s dear Doctor Frank Rohortson, Arch” 1 |!,i:'- 
Psyehiana, of Moscow, Ididio, who tails with (tad. I 1'.

man who sat at the feet of the Gram  
who absorbed wisdom till he just col 
(T h at’ s right, Luke— now pour me one-)
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sucker ; let 
you hreatlu

tP''
dear Dr. Robertson toll you about “  Power i "  |i

But lie doesn’ t tell you about, whnt hupp1’11'  >

Alt'

you ain'l got no more breath to breathe—-or what happ1'1”  
the Power House cuts off the air!  No, sir. That would be 
wouldn’ t, it, Doctor? (Anyhow, Brethren, Doc will sure I 
on for you a ha’ penny post card.)

S.-R IC H A R D  ROE O '

(To be continued)
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