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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

His Future

Churci-]/116 eleeticm °f the present Government, Mr.
croatoj]L &S °®ered to, the people’ two things that have
ijjerit 1 mu<*  attention. The first was the plain announces
gih, " ~le determination of the Tory Party to restore
° lio'ver °f the Established Church, which has
Cons*derably from its historic position. Nothing has

Ifr (*aicl Py the general public of any moment, and
tret ,, 1P\ dIl has said no more about it. It is probable
lap, ple leaders of the Party have pointed out to the
o f llme Minister that another crack like that would
staffl;1 *°*"MUds ruining the Party. At any rate, the
lifo“? declaration was accepted in silence; and it is
trea &V ils olle °f the chief aims of the Tory Party,
gertf.]] r 7tas been pushed into the background. Religion
gf] p y B not flourishing; it is, in fact, in a bad way,
teftai IH 1I°~ dikely to move towards complete health.
attempts will be made to restore some of the

t0f plife °f the Christian religion, but the attempts will
il0fibG openly proclaimed. For some time social develop-
Mit'S " hake precedence of religion, particularly as a
0] war cry. Somehow one finds it rather difficult*
Iff (lllre Mr. Churchill as the leader of a religious revival.
dfle | uichill may have done some very good things—
& (| V Bde with many bad ones—but he does not*look
i ough nature had selected him as an instrument for

c'lval of the* Christian religion.

H;M Churchill says that eight years have passed since
(ua'--im | the idea of a “ United States of Europe,”
if j] K If>grieved at the “ unhappy and. dangerous plight*
W e Continent.’””  Hence the -ggpearance of an article
QnE 'merfdgam magazine, and which is now repeated in
o/f\,, Pk newspaper. Mr. Churchill asks for the- creation
if theEN ” United States of Europe.” Quite a good idea
reading of “ United States of Europe is a real
t#mig Pt different peoplgs i terms of amity. But I am
that Mr. Churchill has in mind much more of an
If i ' freotler, carrying with it a preparation for war.
v 10 end of that “ United States of Europe ” is the
I»mtion for war, then war will come. If the new
w ""Reniont leaves us face to face with a Russia which
a (hnot trust, or if we are countered by an armed
\, Sl fliat cannot trust us, then we are in for another
1s°oiier or later.

cllic® uPon il time, “ gentlemen ” vindicated what they
fheir “ honour ” by pistol or sword. It was a fine

M °r bullies and blackguards. A man’s honour was
in ,In?’'nCl My bis skill with pistol or sword. Anything
hi o Miotic could not be conceived. Of course, the belief
orfR%¢ \Was mixed up with it. Then later, settling diffi-
BUK/ was sent to law courts, and the days of the armed
v passed. We have something of this stupidity in our
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timid praise of war, which really settles nothing. It is an
end to war that is needed mand perhaps Ruslan’s sugges-
tion that if women would wear black when war was
pronounced, and keep on wearing it until peace returned,
the abolition of war might be considered. It is useless
mouthing that war is bad and at the same time glorify
the soldier. -

Air. Churchill, while using the term the “ United States
of Europe,” seems to think ¢f it as mainly consisting in
a new armed force governed by European armies. There
is g glimpse of something higher and better when he
quotes from Victor Hugo a desire for a peaceful union

between European peoples. He said: “ | will demolish
my fortresses. You will demolish yours. My vengeance is
fraternity. No more frontiers; the Rhine for all. Let us

be the same Republic. *Let us have the United States of
Europe. Let us have Continental federation. Let us have
European freedom.”

Hugo might well have agreed with the abolition of
national armies, hut it is certain that he did not have*
Russia in view. He did not mean what* we may well fear.
Mr. Churchill is more concernd with arming a certain
enemy rather than abolish the settling of differences by
armed forces. If there is one thing that is clear to-day
it is that you cannot have & guaranteed world of peace*
while you create armies and drill soldiers” in the arts of
slaughter.  Atomic bombs have appeared, and their
destructive activity depends not upon a sense of justice,
but upon riches and power. We are just learning the
lesson that if wo would save ourselves we must do
something to* save Germany. Could any situation be more
grotesque?

But why did Churchill gO back first lo his own discovery,
eight years ago, or cite Victor Hugo* in 1871? As an
impassioned Englishman, lie might have gone back to the
close of the 18th century—to one man, named Thomas
Paine*, who* declared for the first time the “ United States
of America. 7 and so brought in ‘a peaceful brotherhood,
and saved the internal warfare that was eating away
the lives of other people, It was Paine who gave America
brotherhood in place of warring neighbours. Fame’'s
“ United States of Europe ” might, have saved the wars
that we have gone through.

Why, then, did Churchill forget Paine? He was a far
greater Englishman than Churchill has been. Tb could
hardly be that Churchill was not aware of Paine’s work
in England, in France, in America, He must have known
his great work for the independence of the United States.
Paine died in poverty, for most of his important work was
done without profit. Paine saw the way for better days
clearer than any other man of his time. Why, we repeat,
was not Paine recognised for the work he did, why nob
give him credit for the “ United States of Europe ” ?
Religion is a damnable thing, so is politics; and the two
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together are infernal. Politics and religion!
capable of much that is evil.

They are

The Advance of Atheism

It was one of the far-seeing statements of Charles
Bradlaugh that in broad terms the final struggle of
Christianity would rest with Atheism and the Roman
Catholic Church. In sober faith, that generalisation
applies to religion as a whole, for ultimately all forms
of religion are created substantially in the same way and
end in the same manner. Religion involves fear, and it
dies in understanding. Atheism results from the onset
of knowledge and the power of human ability. Of course,
blunders occur; scientific activities make blunder after
blunder before the answer that is sought is discovered.
All knowledge grows in that way. And in all stages
religion retreats with the progress of knowledge and under-
standing. Blunders by the thousand are made, but bit by
bit the honesty of search steadily displaces the mishaps
of ignorance. All science blunders, but also all science
reaches certainty in the end.

There is no mistake to-day that, to use a common term,
Atheism is on the march. In my youth, a common
expression when 1 easily and calmly pronounced myself
as gn Atheist the retort was, “ Oh? you can’'t mean that.”
This was a polite remark. A more general one from the
clergy was given by men of the type of Winnington-Ingram,
who was as fine a sample of a born fool as ever T met in
Holy Orders. He, by the way, we may note had bis
ground in Bethnal Green, and he always made it a point
that his work in that district did not bring him a penny
in the shape of payment. As a new man out of religious
training J>hut was true, but ho always forgot fo tell bis
audience that ho was receiving £2,000 a .year from
St. Paul’s, Ultimately, he became the Bishop of London,
where the payment was heavier and his appointment an
insult to his predecessors. His reply to anyone who
declared lie was an Atheist was, lie said, to ask the
Atheist, “ What did you do last night? ” The ques-
tion was worthy of the priest. But Atheism grew.
“ Agnosticism ” was introduced. It was as old as ancient
Greece, and its only value in my time was that it enabled
people, for various reasons, to avoid being called Atheist.
The only real difference between the Atheist and the
Agnostic was one had no god and the other didn’'t believe
in his existence. Meanwhile, the number of avowed
Atheists increased, and with numbers courage came to
the more timid unbelievers.

But there was developing another feature. Tho priests
of God spent a certain part of their time and money—the
money was usually not theirs—among the poor to keep
them in order. The poor had to thank God for alms given,
and the givers of alms were satisfied if the poor could
bo kopt quiet. Then there developed a change. The poor
became restless; several forms of social development
appeared. The people were getting ” educated ' in other
matters beside those- current in the schools. Freethought
was also growing rapidly. The gods were being “ put
through it,” and their worshippers also. More still,
Atheism was making headway all over the civilised world.
The Atheists increased in numbers, and, more important,
they began to express their Atheism in what was really
an unconcerned manner. And as apologies were not asked
for being an Atheist none was offered. Atheism is
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becoming something that is general without a tre
the Agnostic hasn’'t got one. It does not even "W e

holierer in a God. The Atheist says that knowing *
origin of gods we can judge the qualitv of nnv that '
forth, while the Agnostic believes he is justified in bak*l
mg that God might he, hut not what he is doing, '\
lie looks like, and therefore could not lie recognised ¢
a god if we were having dinner with him. After d ,
he recognisa'b'Ie one must have some kind of fignie W”\'i
it is seen. So on the whole the Atheist has P~"bls-
morg intelligible, part, and therefore the most r®a
in the position Tie has taken.

CHAPMAN COHE

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

THE World Union of Freethinker* held the first
meetings of the International Council and Executive ~ol _ i
at Brussels on September 7 and 8. The following notes aU 7],
piled from the reports then submitted and from later info'Ill
The Union had to face severe losses; Dr. M. Terwafi*t
had been President for twenty-five years and had held thne
with distinction, firmness and vision such as will he most 1~ ~
to replace; Emelyan Jaroslavsky, the moving spirit ® |,
Russian UMA, vice-president; Richard Clercbaut, of
lion, treasurer; Jan Hoving, for long the president of the i
Dageraad, Itenaud Strivay, of Liege, and Dr. Galporine, °* 4,
members of tho Executive. To fill tho vacancies the fo*
elections were made: President: C. Bradlaugh Bonner;
Presidents: Dr. L. Milde, A. L. Constandse (Holland); U
Boulanger (Belgium) and If. J. Blackham (Great Jhl
executive. Millie Pardon remains hon. secretary; D- C,l'%[l)",if
(Belgium) assistant secretary and treasurer; J. <
(Holland) assistant treasurer. ,
'lhe reports from France showed an energetic resumption ~
activity both on the part of the National Federation and hi 1 (
Rationalist Society. The Church had taken full advantage ~
the German occupation and of the reactionary Catholic Go'cl®
ment of Vichy to strengthen its power, and was endeavouring ,
maintain its gains through M. R. P. and M. Bidault.
result anti-clericalism has come once again to the fore in p0|iti*
particularly in respect of the schools. The new president of t®
French Federation is M. J. Cotereau. * i
In Belgium a somewhat similar situation has developed, thO
in a different manner; ihe former anti-clerical political I5ir 4
had become appeasers, and as a result the Church once m°re
strengthened its hold on the schools to a degree that nugUrs ,
for the future. The present Education Minister, Sen.
Buisscret, is a rationalist; and our Belgian friends have t»
up the struggle with their traditional vigour. t
In Holland the Dageraad, under the direction of its presi*I' 1
de Rondo, arid of Constandse, who both spent long periods <
hostagesnin- German--concefitration--campz....and van den
has not only increased its membership largely, but been able »
broadcast once more, particularly as part of the celebration
its ninetieth birthday on October 6 last. It publishes a wee*5,
with an emphasis on the philosophical, sociological and ari
aspects of rational thought as well ns a monthly of more lino
appeal and distribution. In addition, a Humanist Society i
been formed. It may bo recalled that at tlio last Dutch cene™
(1938) one million persons declared themselves as with(l
religion. j
In Czechoslovakia a federation of the former FreethoUg*
societies lias been brought about with tlie title of the Leag"
of Confessionless (Churchless). The president is E. V. Vorill
famous as tile adversary of Von Papen in two wars, the presidel)
of honour, Dr. Baytosek, who was one of the organisers of *
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1907 Congress, and the hon. secretary, Dr. J MildgmeTtistigaoHe
Inis received recognition by the State as on a church. It

tw Churches, and will receive a State su sn ortion of the
's hoped to include in its ranks a .substin i  ugcu instructing
'million Czech churchless. Dr. Mihle 1 in a sereS

hitchers in non-religious moral education -
°1 lectures authorised by the Education & im ,
Inall the occupied countries, Freetliougi_a

du™g the war by resistance to the invade ’
atld losses were great ; all the organisations
adl young support and are han icapped >y

was replaced
_ the suffering

looking for R*sh
alinost complete

depletion of their funds. k ahout 1917 when
ireethought in Finland attained its Pc< , formulate a
Nere was a Parliamentary Commission ¢ a g Oject was

s providing complete liberty of conscren

"H back till 1023 when it became law. e
rugber qeclared themselves churchless u

------ auwilves uiuruut

folsemid these. @reethlnkers found it necessary o amiethaird fiisé
Hﬁm«?@l@% date mestly frem tiat time. One of their first
Musdi'las ,~° provide burial grounds since the Churches had
aperi, nuial to known Freethinkers; the second was to publisli
(lfrica] IC™ IS tho I>ress was almost entirely in the hands of the
but jn during the recent war Freethought activity ceased,
«stahiigi "> sborf lime since elapsed eighteen societies have been
: " with a central federation; their two main aims are,

result a laige
rcaction which

Se " reparation of Church and State, and, secondly,
hi it eiTicati’n.

tu " ~"w World the power of the Churches during and since

wemM Als N Freethinkers to greater activity. In Quebec

for’ej le Roman. Church is supreme, an organisation has been
. Wak' t0 combat its influence. For the time being it has to
k th0d'°nymoVsly, 11 veritable underground resistamge similar
\Jij. S e Hie occupied countries against the Gestajpo. In the
bfjl f Ebates not only has a very active Humanist Association
Vith «s\allished, but the old Liberal League has been revived
in energy under Marshall Gauvin to check tho growing
foidin106 ~ ~le Churches in the schools, while the A.A.AA. is
al)] jf Plenty to do. Those who have read Avro Manhattan’s
aetiy.-Rmanxr’. books will realise tho importance of their
lloii)(. tS as !l eheck to the immense efforts of the Church ol

M  Xexico there is no purely Freethought organisation; such
i} lasDai'gfly been carried out by the lodges of the Free-
a1 D 3 B. Viliesid, it was for sometime hon. secretary
Fn”™0On Committee oi the W.U.F., lias, since his arrival in
th(Mi 1ma”B contact with Cleneral Rodrigues, our correspondent
Ifont] 'UN docT have gathered about them a company of vigorous
Il jlnkers> mostly university men.
ti( *tstralia, the Movement made considerable progress during
years. The Rationalist Association of Australia
tiijr) a 32 pp. monthly, “ The Rationalist,” which circulates
W dely than within the membership of the Association.
autono- New South Wales and Queensland haek <tacn
Rationalist Societies; and the Freethought Society
ro,. . °ui'ne University has been most active. All these societies
G jI( s< Programmes of lectures and publish periodicals’, as well
i mg social gatherings. The principal adversary of Free-
"bosT ~ RR Commonwealth is the Roman Catholic Chureth,
opit] Inehlbers constitute approximately 20 per cent, of the
bite, Catholic action is well organised and has infiltrated
ocal il public activities from the Federal Government to the
\ TQickct clubs’ They hold a disproportionate influence in
Ca] abour Party. In the State of Victoria six ministers are
0»" Xk ai'd of 71 Federal Labour M.I'."s 51 are Catholic. More-
if  1°r mMRany years past, Catholics have formed 35 per cent.
dee] U criminal population. At the last census, in 1933, 13,600
is "."-1 themselves to bo without religious belief; this number
\S(|l“rted to increaso considerably in tho next census, in 1947.
., I™where, the Catholics are endeavouring to obtain the largest
jlg State subsidies for their schools. It should be
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remembered that in Victoria the State schools are Secular; there
is no religious instruction. The Churches are trying to make
such instruction obligatory. As in Great Britain, the Broad-
casting Commission, though organising abundant programmes
of religious broadcasting, refuses the microphone to Free-
thinkers ; however, rationalist broadcasts have been made from
commercial stations.

In India, the former Fi-eethought organisation has largely dis-
appeared, but the Movement has taken new forms ; Renaissance
clubs have been widely established whose main aim is the dis-
semination of scientific knowledge ; nominally these bodies are
not anti-religious, but in a country such as India they are
effectively centres of Freethought propaganda. The political
situation in India is infected with religious prejudices to such
a degree that large numbers of thinking people have been
thoroughly disgusted, and have broken away from the older
political parties and have formed a Radical Democratic Party
which is rapidly growing in strength, and which is openly anti-
religious. In the universities, Psychological societies have been
formed in which free discussion of religion is encouraged and
are enjoying very fair success.

It is hoped to hold the next International Congress in 1948 ;
in the meantime a session of the International Council will take
place in conjunction with the Annual Conference of the Dageraad
in Amsterdam next September ; and a conference is planned to
be held in Birmingham in the early autumn on “ Humanism and
the Roman Catholic Menace.” C. B. B.

STILL LOOKING BACKWARDS

Samuel Bradburn, the so-called “ Demosthenes of Methodism ”
on account of his powerful eloquence preached at Woodlesford
on April 30, 1784. in 1806-7 be was stationed in the Wakefield
Circuit. The neighbouring village of Lofthouse having then no
chapel, service was performed in a humble cottage at Mr.
Parker’'s, at Langley. Bradburn himself being quite a little,
man, a large “ cobblin ” of coal was always saved for him to
stand upon, and the back of an old armchair fully answered
the purpose of a pulpit.

A curious gathering of out-door preachers, hailing from Leeds,
used to visit Rothwell in by-gone days, who were commonly
known as “ Jumping Ranters.” Their meetings were always
held in a cottage in the Jail Fold. People went there purely out
oi curiosity to observe their peculiar antics. In their jumping
fanaticism, tlie place being low, sometimes their heads came
into very unpleasant contact with the celling, much to the
amusement of the young ones. They did not, however, make
many converts, and were not sympathised with by the true
Primitive Methodists of the village.

Rothwell, as a parish, provided in its time a large number
of local preachers. Some of them were humble and devoted men
who worked hard during the week and on the Sabbath cheerfully
buckled on their spiritual armour and went forth to denounce sin
and do good to others. Others of this persuasion were queer
characters, amongst which we can mention an old veteran known
as William Worigglesworth, a road-mender, and of a droll
character, who eventually grew very feeble and trembling ; next
came Caleb Copley, a joiner, who, commencing his preaching
“ career " in 1833, spent a period of 43 years earnestly proclaiming
the truth ; John Hampson, who, when six years of age, became
blind from being struck by a stone, which permanently injured
one eye and caused the other to lose its sight. It is known that
one preacher, Tommy Wilson, had to keep going round his chapel
snuffing tho miserable lights provided by candles which often
diverted the attention of the assembly from the discourse of the
preacher. Later, candles were done away with by the installation
of oil lamps. E. H, S
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ACID DROPS

Lord Norton, a well-known man in religious circles, has
discovered that “ Christian worship is gradually becoming just
incidental to llritisli life. Many people go to church only on
special occasions. In the Forces, reigion is merely a 1feless
worship controlled by military necessity.” It really does not
take a very wise man to come to that conclusion. It is patent
to anyone; and what is certain is the fact that when a man
sees the light of commonsense ho is not likely to forget his
lesson. That is as true of the Forces as of the ordinary indi-
vidual ; and when soldiers are treated as responsible beings there
will be a greater and greater decline of professed believing in
the stupidities given to men and women of the Forces.

A peculiar case occurred recently at the Court of Newton,
Abbot, Devon. A man and his wife were accused of travelling
on the G.W.Il. without payment. The man sent a letter to
the.Court to say that neither he nor his wife would attend the
Court because “ we arc acting strictly in accordance with our
religious belief in that God never sanctioned laws which applied
oidy to big business interests.” Now this is a clean flash of
religious conviction. God certainly did not officially sanction
railways. The probabilities are that he never expected them,
and when they appeared he probably called them, as some of his
servants on earth, instruments of Satan. In any case, Christian
conviction must be respected. And the clergy say so.

From a copy of the ‘* Daily Mirror ” we learn that Sir Richard
Aclniul has entered the arena with a determination to save the
Christian deity from the fate that has wiped so many gods out
of existence. We are promised further details, but we are not
very sanguine that In will meet with success. Gods have been-
very plentiful; they have been black and white, poweiful and
limited in their course, but sooner or later they shrive] into
nothingness. In solemn truth, the one truth that stands forth
in human history is that immortality does not belong to the
gods. Meanwhile, wo would suggest that Sir Richard marks
the story of the procession of worn-out gods as given in
Flaubert’'s book of the procession of past deities, in the
powerful picture of the march past of the main gods of
the world. The Christian God is going the nay that other gods
have traversed. But in the cases noted the gods are presented
as discarded only. To-day it is not a matter of deposition.
When gods go now they leave no successors.

The Rev. G. F. Braithwnite (Conisborough) tells a curious
story of what lie alleges appeared at a school when the time
came for the religious lesson. The story runs that the head-
master said to the pupils, “ Get your Bibles and read what you
like ” ; and then, turning to a visitor, he said, “ | don't believe
in this stuff. Of course, 1 don’t toll them so.” Whether the
story is true or not, we have the best of reasons for believing
that a very large percentage of teachers do not believe in the
religious lesson and have no faith in what they teach. The
Rev. Mr. Braithwnite thinks the alleged comment of tinl head
teacher indicates a very bad state of things. So do we. The
difference is that while the vicar laments the teacher does not-
openly pretend to believe in the religious fairy (ales, we are
impressed by the fact that teachers should teach as true what
they believe lo be false under penalty of losing their positions.
The “ great lying creed ” is very powerful- for evil.

The Vicar of Conisborough thinks it a very grave thing that
the “ moral Christian standard ” should not be upheld by all
teachers. Hut what is the Christian standard of moralsv
Honesty, truthfulness, goodness; to be loyal, to do one’'s duty,
to bo kind, to be honest in our relationships, etc., are not
(pialitii s that in any sense can be said to belong to Chr stianity.
They are (pialities belonging- as do their opposites—to mankind
as a whole. All these were held long before the Christian Church
was heard of. More than that, man practised these qualities
long before man was fidlv conscious of the part played bv them
in the social group. Belief in a future life, and in gods, has
nothing whatever to do with “ morality,” except so far as til -
th arches use it for non-moral or immoral purposes. They existed
and were understood long before Christianity was heard of. The,-
«ill he operative long after Christianity is forgotten.
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say8eJ {O/ iirait,'vaite turns from alarm to impudence i"11
of idle teacher wii° th® rLJ
job for him If i n‘qUe °? destructive atheism d»
out for himself p £° i<lle alld unintelligent to tin

°f Christianity as * Us P'pils Illit' «loaning and thev |
out of business tt 1 " ay of ,ifo>then the sooner 1« 2 |
of the race Z ««ter for himself, the fr*»

, and °f the children.”

The priest is true to tin- type that finds a 1I ' forfnﬁsl
importance—thanks to religion and the ignorance of bis jerit? |
The teacher was merely confiding to a friend what the 1: " r
of educated men and women are saying to-day. the N1l
relying upon, the support of men and women who beo y” pl
type of character that ignores all that modern. science *
say, and which honest men and women arc saying-

Mr. Braithwaite belongs to the religious bullies of nt' 1
ago. If there is such a place as the Christian heaven, *e ' fiif 1
to lie sent there. Amid the great men and women u 1 d,
Churches have sent to hell, our vicar would he qul 1

place. e b, 1

Everywhere in general and nowhere in ‘particular then-
found Christian advocates who make it their business to j
tho world that it is their duty as Christians to see the j i
are given better houses, better education, etc. This-* ~ |

thing is nowadays very common, hut one might well ask ' -+l ,
Christianity brought into play concerning something 1 ® |
no necessary connection with earthly well-being? 'Flint "‘m y |
the cry of historic Christianity, and it is not the “Aist |

Christianity to-day. The clergy,
advocates, permitted the slums of our towns and c 7211
develop, and the cardinal cry was not for hotter [tOIMSjortll
sounder inodes of living, but that all will ho better set |

and other notable G pl

in tilo life to come. Gibbon’'s satire that it was «°t iilb
world that Christians hope to ho either happy or usei'l (N |
was the historic note of the Christian Churches. It " I" p,/

when the religious plea began to lose its strength ,'~;>1*1
note began to drop. Unfortunately, there are a consa [tiad |
number of people who are still fooled by this mixture 0 “rs ] |
superstition and the artfulness of a priesthood which a} 1 s+

tone of its preaching when Secularism lias been able to

itselff. !

Our readers will remember that at the special moot*'s"
the Tory Party Mr. Churchill said that the first aim "y
Conservative Party would he the protection of the <'iuriji(llit
England. It is worth noting that the Church clergy ajc " vr-
ing aloud that the Church is daily running into deeper “ 1INt/
But Air. Churchill has said nothing, and done nothing, to P
the Established Church from the blows which are daily incic-
in strength. Perhaps lie thinks nit the return to office will
conic by that road.

The Catholic Times ” warns its readers, “ Do" not <%:§,
Mass a pagan Vuletide.” But how can one honestly do
wiso. Jhere is, m fact, dishonesty in hiding it or avoiding ,
it was horn in pre-Christian days, as aro all the main fc»""',
of the Christ,an belief. They are often disguised by dHvn\
names, but everyone who knows the history of Christianity’'
has a more passing acquaintance with anthropology, knows 1',
*ruth. lho “ Catholic Times” is just impudent ‘in trying
make the story anything but a re-hash of folklore

Tt may have been noted that at this last Christmastime di™.
was a striking absence of reports of sermons preached. Genctf -
most of the papers givo a report of sermons preached. This I'ly
the pulpit was simply ignored in most instances. Ev.'ih'l j
to-day the Church is not so useful a “ backer” as it usd vy
be. Perhaps the picture of people rejoicing to escape dai"" ,
tion because an alleged innocent person was killed for their fil
is not as pleasant as it used to bo. The assumed Saviour db'lj
terrible death as a bargain with God not to punish niank*1 j
and the people feasted on roasted fowl and drank plentifully
boor and whisky. When Christianity is carefully examined 0
smiles at man’s curious notion of the human brain.
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41, Gray’s Inn lload,

Islephone No. : London, W-O. 1-

Holborn 2601.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

Gunn.-"Thanks for cutting, and not less for yo«r, »PP"E
' jon of this journal. It reaches all round the !!I" » * j
B«»number of subscribers were related to the '
“ The Freethinker '’ it would have the largest circulation
a'y paper.

" —Thanks for dyour appreciation. We do He "t "I

>ad our writers do the same.
«® -.— We have never underrated the Dimil / 3 |0
t’hohe Church  Many years ago Bradlaugh s$aid that tno.

.druggie will he between Atheism and the Homan t hureh
lairs seem going that way.
"The Freethinker.”—Mr. D. Finlayson (I-Minb"rfah), 3* i
5 «AJH. Deacon (Leeds), 10s.; Mr. A. Addison (FJtham), 10"
p slLolse Pye, £2 3s.; Mrs. Payne “ In memory of Ed e

1'&/ 10s'i Messrs. F. and H. Laws (Hirmingham), £ ,
J @M Mason (Thames Ditto«) “ Entertainment and Lduca

lax for ‘ Freethinker',- Cl. Total, Co 1 s-
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L notices must reach 41, Gray's Inn .Road, e* 5
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SUGAR PLUMS

HOv.
*ICJiias °V. Lincoln voted four to one in' favour of Sunday
S orit; Hiat does not clearly picture the situation. The

lwléte/’ as 's ,lsualj did not vote; and bearing in mind the
J consideration, we may take it for granted that those
St th a syYon6 objection to Sunday entertainments did th
'dr culd to prevent them. On tho whole, it is therefore
"Kilt , Sly that had tho vote been complete the four to one
i ‘11 ilasUy. have been ten to one. But that is not all that
S3, 10 said The voting cost the people of Lincoln £150,
"tlif "“'Mis that people ha<l to pay for a freedom that should
ed(,t Jaye been questioned. Tho voters in favour of Sunday
'w'Hip,j'"»lents did not hurt anypne in any way. No one is
Ho , d to go to cinemas; no one is interfering with people
tedie”l K° f° church. Sunday entertainments interfere with

jut/ il m f° a really civilised people no one would be permitted
fir Ifore with a form of entertainment that in itself intor-
M,, "Mt]' no one, and Supplies a clean entertainment for any

"hpf 1P' attend the “ show." Wo wonder how long it will
H,. dfe Members of the Houses of Parliament take their
bv(nfdo 'i both hands and put an end to this interference with

li of action and enjoyment.

1),

‘(i@ 16 situation we are inclined to pity these poor clerical

"H s- Tho Churches, powerful though they may he—mainly

"if r'aUnt of the protection offered to ali sorts of vested

'liii, ' sts—cannot retain their power for ever. They appreciate
as well as we do. They know also they are fighting a

retreating battle. Nevertheless, they strive by all sorts of
fanciful or dishonourable manceuvres to create a confus.on of
thought and speech to hold their own. They adopt to-day what
they discarded yesterday in the hope that the present may lead
to a new tenure of I i f e

The following is from the “ Daily Worker ” :—

“ When clergymen begin to discuss, as they have boon
doing again lately, the question why people don’'t go to
church, they ought to take into account the Church's founda-
tion. Of course we know, having sung it so many time in
youth, that the Church has only one foundation, but . . .

“ Fourteen square miles of estate in Northamptonshire
have just been sold by Lord Lilburn, and tho property
includes, besides a mansion and numerous residences, farms
and cottages, the advowsons of three livings.

“ An advowson is the right to appoint an incumbent to
a living in tho Church of England—in short, to decide who
shall be parson in a particular place.

“ 'The fact that such a right is still a piece of property
for sale or barter must surely give progressive clrrgymen
ground for thought.”

To this we may add the degree to which tho Homan Catholic
Church is picking up land and properties to a very groat extent.
Not all these matters are known to the public, but an Inquiry,
if the law compelled the real owners <f all property purchased
to he registered, would be interesting, if not startling.

A STUDY IN MYSTICISM

JOAI) once said that philosophy should not be attempted by
anybody and should be eschewed by some. Something msimilar
might be said about Aldous Huxley's “ Grey Eminence” ;
though it may bo that anyone with insufficient philosophical and
psychological understanding could not read it. It is more likely
that tho apparently meaningless rigmarole would bo dismissed
as double-dutch or gibberish, and the book thrown aside. But
Huxley’s keen analysis is full of interest. It is a philosophical
treatise in an historical setting. His case is that history should
not be over-simplified and that the ideological aspect can not be
explained in terms of economics. In this “ study of religion and
politics,” ho appears to lose himself in his moralising and ends
in an attempted justification of mysticism.

For this purpose ho selects tin- case of Father Joseph of Haris.
In the first chapter lu; gives a pen picture of the man and,
incidentally, his mystical method. The problem then is to
explain both him and his mysticism, as well as the consequences
of his activities. No one, seeing this dirty, ragged, bearded
Capuchin friar, lost in meditation, trudging barefoot on the
road to Rome, would realise that ho was the most subtle
diplomatist, confederate and right hand of the great Cardinal
Richelieu, Master of France. The influences of childhood and
youth are considered and appear to clearly indicate the formation
of his character; the effects of orthodox religion being very
noticeable, Though ho developed a keen intellect; for him, the
proper place, for woman was in a convent or behind the wicket
gate of the confessional; woman should only be soon through
iron bars. Although *“ the brilliantly accomplished Francois
Leclerc du Tremblay ” had a keen appreciation of the ability
and attainments of many acquaintances this was tempered by the
reflection that they were doomed ; they would go to hell.

“ The intensity of Father Joseph’s aversion was proportionate
—to tile intensity of his early passion ” and the “ force lie liar,
to use against himself in order to master it.” With a spartan
tirelessness more zealous than ‘Stoic fortitude, he hardened
himself, both physically and mentally. Arising from his rending
of mystical literature, and his later contact with practising
mystics, ho developed his own mystical method. *“ Thd young
baron de Mnfllievs—made an excellent impression” and a
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“ brilliant military career” was expected. But he had other
ideas. lie set out for tho Grande Chartreuse “ hungry for a life
—ho knew would be the most difficult for him to bear.” Jin!
circumstances determined otherwise, and he eventually entered
tho Franciscan order. After an unusually brjef period of,
noviation, he demonstrated a remarkable ability as an evangelist.
At this period he found himself involved in “ the reformation
of nuns who did not want to be reformed.” As a consequence of
this he became acquainted with a young bishop, a “ precocious
ecclesiastic—Armand Jean du Blesses do Richelieu.”

Father Joseph’s mystical life of missionary zeal became more
complicated. As he had previously made the acquaintance of
Mme. Bourbon, his lifel henceforth was one of political power.
“ Vicariously, he was able to give himself to that life of orison,”
but which “ Richelieu and the affairs of state made impossible
for him to lead in person.” This meant a lot to “ a patriot who
was convinced that a triumph for his country was also a triumph
for God.” The sketch of the political scenery is well done and
Father Joseph’s part in it picturesquely portrayed. The point
is that “ ho had schooled himself into a condition in which ho
genuinely did not desire money and was indifferent to power.”
“ As for fame, contemporary or posthumous, Father Joseph
cared nothing for it.” As a politician “ he worked without show
or noise—as a writer, he courted anonymity.” liis “ temptation ”
was to believe that “ a disagreeable task must lie good just
because it was disagreeable.”

The tireless character of this remarkable individual is shown
in that during his continuous political and diplomatic journeys,
mostly carried out on foot; barefoot; he found time for a
considerable amount of writing. Not only was he missionary
evangelist, power politician and practising mystic, but also a
poet. It is not surprising that his poetry was mystical
“ Baldly analysed,” tho 4,637 hexameters of the Turciad
“ seems almost uniquely preposterous—was it all merely a
matter of literary convention, or a self-conscious imitation
of the poetical machinery of another age?” Yet all this is
inextricably bound up in the character of the man, and of
his activities. He was at the same time engaged in intriguing
for war, and the prolongation of war; not only organising
missionary enterprise, but also espionage; both philanthropic
and militaristic; both religious and political enterprise. His
diplomacy, like his personal character was essentially duplex.

Aldous Huxley not only deals with the intrigues, but also their
consequences; the misery and cruelty, the suffering and blood-
shed, the inevitable consequences of war; he deals graphically
with tho Thirty Years’ War. Ho goes further, in considering
subsequent history. He also examines the general character of
religious and political organisations, keeping in mind the con
sequences of power politics, but trying to see a moral case for
mysticism. Huxley puts innumerable questions and tries to deal
with his subject from a rational point of view; its logical and
ethical considerations. In view of Huxley’s case that the future
can not be foreseen, two stanzas of a poem *“ are peculiarly
illuminating.” Father Joseph’s “ zeal was too burningly hot to
bo extinguished by anything short of a sea of other people’'s
blood.” Few political idealists “ have spent half a lifetime
brooding over the torture and death of a man-god.” And in
reference to tho unseen future, “ few politicians have ever had
—the courage—to tell the disquieting truth.”

In these and other passages Aldous Huxley shows that he has
entirely misunderstood the character of mysticism. If we are
unaware of the consequences of our actions, how can a mystic,
lost in oblivion, be so aware? Huxley is reading his own
consciousness into the mind of a man who deliberately cultivated
oblivion. Also, Huxley assumes that suffering and bloodshed
are undesirable, whereas, to this mystic, suffering was his life;

the very means to the attainment of the love of God. “ One
wonders what went on in the friar's mind,” says Huxley. It is
unreasonable to seek logic in the mind of a mystic. It ,s not
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a question of reason or justification. It wd§ not that
Joseph reasoned as ho knelt.” He was not ‘ thread o~
mazes of his own voluntary ignorance.  Tho mystic dtKitdlt
reason in his orisons, though he may, at other times *eas® @&
hem®Nor is it a question of “ holy idifference.” ¥orb
from the depths of a nature in which the conscious had

systematicallly aligned with the SuBconsciodl,is a
delinious sublimation.

This is a brief outline of the book, but the subject =
been-toifi¢hie Q@M UV Dh the Editor’s permission arifl the rea<
iRaLYERed, we will go further—irr-anothery arvick.

H. H. FH

hatil

LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE

I WAS disappointed this Christmastide. | had hoped 1 1’h,ﬁ
that my favourite would come to the microphone to 1
with the old, old tale that told of the one who some i°

to get bom again every year.

For us poor mortals, once in a lifetime seems to >>, .
It seemed a mockery when ihe masses gave vent to *
Mothewr Browtv” to commemorate the man of sorrows. -
has it ever been portrayed by the Artistic fraternity
smiling or seeing a joko. . '

Oh no; for it is religiously intended to keep this 1 <
fable still in the atmosphere of ancient and ignorant tinm
messages as well as rumours were passed on by word ¢
and wild gestures.

They were not scientific in those days and carpenters, *
believed in miracles far more commonly than they do IO cto?

Why, even religious carpenters who go to high mass @« _ it
themselves devoutediy, feel it hard to believo that J«s
finding a plank too short, could “ stretch it” to the rCi
length.

What would the Dollar Producers of America, give 1
ibe services of Jesus as exhibiting this miracle to the t
millions who will, and do, go to the Pictures on Sundayl
than to church ?

Believe me or not, I've actually seen two of those
God give a furtive glance across the road towards the ég?’
crowds lining up in their hundreds to see their heroic 1* ol
through it” whilst these two companions of passion ~°’
away towards their steepled cold store; therein to fill th°* (j
the devout with threats—religious threats, to those 'v .,
only patronise the church when they want to get inai'll
burie

Tho most that can be said in favour of the House of Huf,
is the occasional appearance of a real live comedian.
st;ir turn is the Right Reverend Bishop W. .1 Cany, D-H >
whenever (lie “ Radio Times ” announces his divine Pwe" j&
the pupils of mine eyes dance excitedly and tolls my be”
expectation. |

My joy is unbounded, and in the peaceful siiiToiindifle* p
Sunday morning with no other noise to disturb my pT“ljpt

J

g fuf

except tHe milkeart grazing steadily from door to door, 1 jjr
oil this wireless invention of tile devil that I might listen
much-travelled minister of mirth. , jt

It's not so much what lie says as it's tile way lie W'
lie’s a one-man pantomime to me. i(f
I have no quarrels with Divines in the flesh who @&
service sufficient to move, what is known in medical ter,|Lfjl
the diaphragm (or large circular muscle that separates thc .1
and the belly) up and down vigorously; that empties vy.
ventilates the lungs and stimulates thc heart mechanically’

sets it beating more vigorously than before.

This is one of the reasons why people feel so well
hearty laugh. And such a comedian as this | declare is of b
importance to our health and well-being.

o83



Hio personality and charm of a Bishop of this gijagie tisningeed
Mrd rave. | miss nothing if it's good ?10',Um gunday beds 1 1m
dil whilst other folks are slumbering i" u -gven the cat am
preparing the table for a peaceful cup of ea- j supPose> 0
I°g seem to know it's Sunday morning tia ™ & sink first on

absence of the usual scramble to gIm to me and if
"*tk-a-day mornings. But tliis morning 11 ,oul. to what 1
'ts cold 1 stir the fire into a flame that {vom the organ
“mabout to receive. Solemn music bursts susceptibility

*s fbough from far away and thrills my mu not for tin
Othe point of confession for my sins. Ana N kids With
ijift that 1 expect to be rewarded, as wo N Christmas.
“ranges and nuts at the pantomime associa especially
1«ink I would pip* a tear. 1'm very foml of ny

WHd tbe choir is well trained and chosen._ reach their

<bid while the introductory_strains o

] hringeth me
""max i sip my tea and wait for the voice

voless devices, can be

IV ad understanding. ih 0 But
g curlg. u

"o service begins and, thanks to the
Ctout in preference to reading the r - of the word, for
it*®@* f°r I'm “ religious” int h e old story” »6ain<.

“cans no more than “ Tell me 1 .~ yet wrong» 1l
, student of philology will sy 11 J..a more, why

7« g m)&self as _“ Atheist” ,audv " »ther than go
; | take advantage of a service a

TIMOTHY THOMAS.

CORRESPONDENCE
s,u “ A DEFENCE OF HATRED”
i“Rriveslit O Paris, whero an ebullition of hatred still
I"Wl, ™ 10 people of milk and other necessaries, and where

~sibfe llb'ed still. seethes to make sensible government iin-

Ilyail, Jave read Mr. Archibald Robertson’s eulogy of that
biatie I*nmitive emotion. One would have thought that this
"dlif °!, f bad suffered enough recently from bate and sorely
»l'o.  * *ttle sensible goodwill. Mr. Robertson thinks olhor-
Vit~

Difpi, ® 't takes a humourless Scot or an over-solemn

»iff )D] L bynin the delights of bate: the English find such
> 1~ comical. And, indeed, what should poor little human
BI>6ii | ( bating each other? Are not cancer or senility
radv 1 llre death or the other ills that flesh is heir to, enough
g, )''f'bout mankind afflicting each otherP
b'at Ur's.fh's hatred but spite, envy, malice and ill-will? And
.L tbs fruits'but war, disease, destruction, death and all
i Jf 'ld'sms? Further, when Mr. Robertson ouphennst’oally
fuen ' ‘liquidating” his political enemies, what does ho
M 1i.”! billing them? If he really means what ho says, the
Jidi n Vv sfftl'kly disapproves of * liquidating like a louse,”
I' it brutally calls murder or inoitement to murder. But,
means nothing more than mere metaphor or a
ftere r # fustian.
" hy i} Pams, too, Af thidnight on Ohristnias Eve one could
t'Ctu f bhe Madeleine Chumath'a crowd of Christians-with-
y entd "'dmission fighting a crowd of unticketed Christians
n'tvp K f°>the Midnight Mass to celebrate the birth of the
I'mfiol beace and Gowmdwill. It was an ironic sight, but
Vi | 7 son would have approved the contest between privi-
.Vs.*1k unprivileged—and called for a little murder.
B n by tslaration, not hatred, is the first lesson of Freethought
~tiv'0 .Bigoted intoleramce is to prevail, Freethought will
Nith mRM t shrift at the hands of governmemits and mobs of
Ists and pseudo-religionists.—Yours, etc.,

0. G. L. Du (Ann.

THE DOCTRINE OF HATE

Sir,—The tone of the articles by Mr. Archibald Robertson is
deplorable." His thesis is, as 1 judge it, that the capitalist is
an excrescence upon society; that he has never acquired—cr lias
lost—the human virtues; that lie lives oil the backs of another
set of people (the working man), and generally that lie is a
liar and a cheat. Rife, by this token, is a comedy to these who
think; a tragedy to those who feel. Rut it is all going to be
different when ail educated working class elects from its own
number those best qualified to administer the State.

Vain hope. It will be just as well to make it clear now that
the working man in the mass hasn’'t the least desire to absorb
education; for him the football, or the dogs, or the cinema that
gives him passing enjoyment.

This doctrine and these reflections inspire the question 1 wish
to put. What shall it profit Atheism if, having rejected a
God-superstition, it puts in its place and nourishes the tyranny
if a superstition founded upon a Moscow-made creed without
a foundation of liberty and justice? And there is another con-
sideration. The drift from churchism will contain many men
and women of integrity quite ready to adopt Atheism as a
guiding principle if it is offered to them in its purity. If it
is to bo a texture of non-religion-eum-Communism, then good-bye
to fruition. The prospect is repellent, and there is more than
fanciful reason for fear that such a consummation may develop.
—Yours, etc., W. Robson.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—OQutdoor
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead)
12 noon : Mr. L. Ebdry.
LONDON—I ndoor

Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall,
W.C. 1).—Tuesday, January 14, 7 p.m.:
ganda,” Marjorie Bowen.

South Place Ethical Society (Comvay Hall, Red Lion Square.
W.C. 1).—Sunday, January 12, 11 a.m.: *“ Insanity and the
Criminal Law,” Professor G. W. Keeton, M.A., LLI).

West London Branch N.S.S. (The National Trade Union Club,

12, Great Newport Street, W.C. 1).—6-30 p.m. : “ All Irishman
at Home and Abroad,” Mr. F. McKay.

Red Lion Square,
“ Art and Propa-

COUNTRY—1xdoor

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room, Mechanics Institute)
Sunday, 6-30 p.m., a lecture.

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humborstone Gate)—
Sunday, 6-30 p.m.: “ Germany,” Mary' Saiian.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Chorlton Town Hall, All Saints)__
Sunday, 3 p.m.: “ The Political and Cultural Aims of the
Roman Catholic Church,” Mr. F. A. Ridley (Author, “ Julian
the Apostate ).

Sheffield liranch N.S.S. (Fitnwilliam Room,
Sheffield)___Monday, January 13, 7-30 p.m. :
Unbeliefs,” Mr. F. Mosley (Nottingham).

Grand Hotel,
“ Tile Beliefs of

AN ATHEIST'S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY. A
Survey of Positions. By Chapman Cohen Price Is. 3d.:
postage lid.

THE BIBLE: WHAT IS IT WORTH ?
Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

By Colonel R. G.

THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST. By
C. G. L. Du Cann. (Second Edition.) Price 4d.; postage Id.

THE MOTHER OF GOD. By G. W. Foote. Price 3d.;
postage Id.
ROME OR REASON ? A Question for To-day. By Colonel

R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d.; postage Id.
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HUMAN TRAGEDY

IN the theatre, it has lung been realised that a tragedy Ins a
much more profound and lasting effect upon an audience than
does a comedy. We. may thoroughly enjoy a comedy and be
delighted with it, but we are not moved by it as we are by the
tragic. And the theatre is a reflection or a demonstration of
ordinary life, however exaggerated or intensified. For in our
everyday existence, it is tragedies and disasters, small or large,
that have most influence upon us. We may sing and revel
together, and experience great pleasure : it is desirable that we
should. But our whole human relationship, from the family
outwards, has its basis in the recognition of possible tragedy
and the consequent effort to avert it. Parental care, without
which human life would perish, exemplifies this, as does the
readiness with which most men help their loss fortunate follows,
to the extent of their ability.

There are, of course, many instances of “ man’s inhumanity
to man,” but these are usually the result of social maladjustment
in one way or another. The average, ordinary human being has
lio desire to hurt or kill his fellow man. He does so under
provocation of some kind—in a burst of temper, or believing
that such a course is necessary to general human welfare—but
he would rather live peaceably with his neighbours. And
nationalistic struggles—the cause of much human suffering—
arise, not from any inborn tendencies, but from artificially
instilled prejudices.

Unquestionably, the sympathetic qualities of human beings
are their greatest attribute. Tile love, tenderness and fellow-
ship of which man is capable, have been responsible for his
achievements. It is to our co-operative acts that we owe oqr
successes in the utilisation of natural resources for human
benefit. Indeed, co-operation is essential for bringing a child
into the world, and a necessary condition for its development.
Man, in other words, is a dependent creature: dependent upon
other men for his survival. No human society could exist without
co-operation: that is recognised among savage and barbaric
tribes, no matter how small, and it is rooted in that smallest
of co-operative units, the family.

To-day, human society has simply ceased to function tribally,
nationally or oven continentally. It cannot any longer be satis-
factorily organised on anything less than the international plane,
because of the complete interdependence of different nations,
and because of the easy means of communication and transport—
for peaceful and warlike purposes. The time has arrived for a
co-operative venture greater than any before, and in some ways
man is ready for it, but in other ways ho is unfortunately not
prepared.

John Horsey’'s “ Hiroshima” 1 reveals this unpreparedness to
an extent probably never before realised. Dealing with the
feelings, sufferings and reactions of the victims of the first atomic
bomb, the story is plainly and simply told, without undue
exaggeration of llm horrors. Yet it conveys to the reader a very
real’ sense of the hopeless, aimless state, of those who survived,
and gives a picture of the terrible tragedy hanging over all. It
is to be hoped that this tragedy will have a more moving effect
than any which preceded it.

A city with a population of 250,000 was almost completely
destroyed, 60.000 people being killed and 100,000 injured. Those
are the bare facts, but John Hersey takes six of the survivors
and, through their stories, some idea of the awful experience is
brought home to us. Thereafter it is impossible to take a dis

passionate view of the atom bomb. That is why all should
read it.

Can it really be true that man deliberately dropped an atomic
bomb upon his fellow man? Ts it possible that the pitiable

Junuary

creatures described by Hersey were men, victims of the go "

destructiveness of others of their own species? “ 7 ¥ ,nM

penetrated the bushes, he saw there were about twenty 1 .
- . ) . their =

they were all in exactly the same nightmarish ‘state. —

were wholly burned, their eyesockets were hollow, the Al

their melted eyes had run down their cheeks. Ih(te;]%se
were mere swollen, pus-covered wounds. . .” Yes”™ -
once men, our fellow men. A different colour of skin, «J

another nation, but they were men. They had wiVeS s,
children, homes which knew domestic joys and squnbb e--

more will those families be re-united, nor will milli°ns
throughout the world. m

The tragedy of Hiroshima, of course, was e esse.)*c.“eﬁ
different from that of other bombed towns. Sixty thou1 ~
from one bomb at one blow, is no worse, | suppose, i jiil
killed in the course of twelve months. Individual 1 ~ j.
suffering is neither increased nor eased by the kno"l€dge 4
thousands of others are in a similar predicament.
- - R . ] L@ biiE,
gigantic nature of this tragedy makes it seem different J pi
it home to us more forcibly. And it does inaugurate a
in warfare. Let us hope that “ Hir6shima” is vil'
general staffs and military men of all countries. j
perhaps, realise then, that war is no game of cricket s
speaking of it in cricketing terms, deploring the “ unfall
“ deceitful” tactics of the opposing side. P

Man prides himself upon being the most intelligent oi *
but in war he lowers himself, not to the level of other anl,n’
animals of the same species do not wage war on eachr'nu «'P
beneath them. It is not surprising, therefore, tha- * ~jk
of thinking men have died as pessimists after striving fd
time to demonstrate the tragic folly of their fellow being-
some, the spectacle has become unbearable and they ha'> ~
their lives prematurely. Probably all human benefactor v
been tempted, at times, to give up the apparently hopeleS9

Now, however, (ho situation is more urgent than e* ni
” Hiroshima ” conclusively shows. Christians have e t
been echoing the chorus of the angels that there would 0 M
on earth and goodwill towards men, which was herab *
nineteen centuries ago and is yet to come. It must com®
if man is to survive, but it cannot come through any ]

teaching. It cannot originate from belief in a benefit @
nor from the belief in a life of bliss after death! Th @4
hindrances to its coining. Religions divide men, they tk

unite them. They lift man’s eyes to heaven, when i* i
earth with which he should be concerned. They keep 1, B
superstitious ignorance, when it is more knowledge Wl

requires. They breed hatred and antagonism, where 1°'1
fellowship are wanted.
. L roli’*
Men cannot bo united on any religious grounds. Jew, f

Catholic and Protestant, Hindu and Moslem, and sO "yg m
never agree over religion, but lliey have one essential *
common—their humanity ! This must form the basis of the

as it would if religious, political and other differences di
produce dangerous vifis. When the majority of IUgn
appreciate their common humanity upon ibis earth, PefiCC
be assured. Then they will realise that earthquakes cause t” f
enough in Hiroshima ! C. McCi
1First published in the New Y orker, August, 1946. PJI‘[I]
in “ Penguin Books,” November, 1916. i Il

2“ War is nil organised attack of one community upon <'
community, and ns such is never fought by animals othe' . m
those,of the ‘human’ variety. It is impossible to prodl f
single instance from the animal kingdom, outside of 10i,iIW
show that.within a definite..species..a.form of behaviour rose" il
warfare is waged by one group of its members upon anJ”iitj
order or class of animals—ns a means of improving
or what-not.” “ Man's Most Tltvnwnrs Mvm: T'm Fa'
Haee,” by M. F. Ashley Montagu, pp. 171/2
University Press).
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