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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Have Been,l Might

QUlETT V irevoi J‘ but steadily our country is undergoing a 
1)0 die 101,1  ̂ peaceful one but yet a revolution. There is
hi„ '^ ’I’hig °f heads, even if there may be a certain clear­
l y  pockets. In what we may fairly call the English 
Suty majority protest against the change and then 

L <0Wn hi make the best of it. It has been well saidthat if ' " ,ic ucou v/i i«. j-v —  --- -  -  -------
i ' ' f  P,lt a skein of silk round the neck of Englishmen 

liiluCd,,,^ a chain we must look out for trouble. But loadJ ^ l l i t *

h,. Ĉ a>ns and call them symptoms of freedom and
We 1(i,j s<*tle down to it contentedly. The result is that 
case 
'̂stor

d!io„ u'tlge to bring about a.revolution with comparative 
U|d a minimum of disturbance, and it is left for the

-iii-1? indicate when and where the revolution 
I’Uiti 11 1 Contradictory as it may seem, 1 think that is 
0( 1 l)erliaps largely, a consequence of the over-painting

, u terrors of revolutions by our upper classes.
'"''o] r 'V° exarnplcs of this are the French and the Russian 
t'reD;,;obs. It has been well said by one historian that the 
¡ti p., 1 rev°lution was a European one that took place 
°utln an°e* In the same way we may speak of the Russian 
Thatl,lstj as a world revolution that took place in Russia. 
thr0,1(r| to these two world revolutions we are now passing 
tli0 3 * another oiie with considerable ease if we consider 
QUtco' "Culties that have to be overcome. Whatever the 
likei\.rru; °t this revolution of ours may lead to, it is not 

we can go back to things as they were. At 
he- î© air is full of Government inquiries in almost 
Card; >ran(d| of our lives. T feel that disagreeable as 

Ganges must be to many, particularly to the older 
they ! the community, changes will come, and when 

0 come we shall wonder why they did not come

t)i- | got thus far when T must have fallen into a doze, 
•'rui^ ’̂bed to see before me a Governmental report con- 
'a tli  ̂ what was once that most flourishing occupation 
'h,. c°'intry. Moreover, it dealt with a subject that was 

delicate of all subjects, namely the present 
 ̂ n °f religion, and with suggestions of what might 

by way of reform. And there seemed to be unrolled 
Vrt jne n manuscript which professed to bo a part of a 
!li(. ,, r«m a Commission that had been formed to consider 

Ure of certain religious bodies and was concerned 
'' bill n atfttus and quality of I he clergy in this country. 
"Mers 1U8’ a t̂er a hind of preamble, which will not interest

y The subject of the appended inquiry deals with 
lilf was once unquestionably— if we exclude the

H'tr -’Ue<l forces—the largest and the most flourishing 
Cupation in the British Isles. Although of foreign

origin its growth in these islands was very rapid, and 
for many generations it gave employment to a large 
number of people— how large we can offer no exact 
information. Eor many years, however, owing to the 
competition of an increasing number of new occupa­
tions, there has probably- been an absolute, but 
certainly a relative decrease in the number employed. 
New occupations do not , however, account for all, since 
it appears the home industry has suffered severely 
through importations from Italy, in an early period, 
and later from Germany and France. These importa­
tions, consisting of ideas totally at variance with the 
best interests of the clerical professions, have worked 
irreparable havoc among those on whom the clerical 
industry depended for support; and your Commissioners 
are convinced that, could a more rigid system of 
controls be established, what is now a decaying history 
might again flourish. On this we have the assurance 
of the heads of the industry in question.”

Under the head of “ Occupation”  the Commissioners 
report:—

Considerable difficulty has been experienced by 
your Commissioners in arriving at an exact estimate 
of the number of persons engaged in this industry. 
Although those engaged are banded together on the 
usual trade union lines, owing to these being split up 
into a number of more or less autonomous societies, 
and also to the animosity existing between them, we 
have been unable to obtain exact figures. The 
difficulty of an exact calculation is enhanced by the 
fact that this particular occupation has associated 
therewith a large number of practitioners who have 
no official or trade rank. These seem attracted thereby 
by various motives—love of gain, dissatisfaction with 
more laborious methods of employment, sheer vanity, 
or the mistaken idea that they are specially fitted for 
the work. But your Commissioners observed that 
there are few occupations so easy to follow, or flint 
demand less preparation for those who adopt it.

While on the whole this occupation nppears to be 
a healthy one, we yet find associated therewith 
diseases and disorders of a well-defined character. 
These afflictions, while not confined to this profession, 
certainly manifest themselves to a quite abnormal 
extent. Your Commissioners feel justified in saying 
therefore, that while these diseases might be produced 
in other circumstances they certainly are aggravated 
by the occupation in question. These maladies are 
very largely of a mental character, but one may cite 
among the physical ones the great prevalence of 
myopia and other forms of ophthalmia. The majority 
of the sufferers seem quit© incapable of seeing tilings 
in their true relations to others. Aphasia is still 
common. Under this head may be noted the preval-
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ence of amnesia, there being a marked inability in a 
large number of cases to find and use the right words 
in describing people or things. In a series of experi­
ments conducted by your Commissioners, in which the 
subjects of investigation used such terms as ‘ Faith,’
‘ Miracle,’ ‘ Inspiration,’ ‘ Providence,’ etc., it was 
found that there existed nothing like a common agree­
ment as to meanings and, indeed, in a large number 
of cases meanings quite at variance with the legitimate 
ones were given .to the words in question. The delusion 
that these men are called to their occupation by God 
seems to be held by all, and although your Commission­
ers pointed out to these unfortunate people that their 
trade had been selected by their parents, the 
delusion seemed unshakable. An inflated egoism leading 
men of often less than mediocre attainment publicly 
to declare the belief that their existence is essential 
to national well being, with the refusal to look at 
national well-being as dependant upon them, indicates 
the existence of mental disorders of a depressing 
character.

“  Your Commissioners also desire to place on 
record their conviction that there appears to be at work 
a selection by which men of weak or disordered 
intellect are deliberately kept from other professions 
and placed in this one. This, of course, may suggest 
that this is of benefit to the community by segregating 
the type described. There may be something in this, 
hut against it is the fact that the ailments would be 
aggravated instead of moving in the direction of a 
cure. The system of training seems to point in this 
direction. Independent thinking is strongly opposed, 
and the text-books used are mostly' of an antiquated 
type. Students are cut off from advanced thinking, 
and there is produced a degree of personal weakness 
painful to see and socially harmful to development.

“  Concerning the earning of this class, your Com­
missioners have also failed to secure exact figures of 
maintenance. Many complain that their payment is 
miserably poor, but some receive large incomes, with 
corresponding pensions when retiring. But in this 
matter it would seem that the way of coining to a just 
conclusion is to take this industry in relation to others 
and with regard to social values. So far as other 
industries are concerned we have failed to find any 
social benefits accruing. Certainly there is no social 
function that would not serve as well without help 
from those under observation. Moreover, we have had 
placed before us documents to show these people 
hinder, rather than assist, social growth. It is also 
suggested that in many instances these men servo as 
agents who strive might and main to keep in being 
at least two populations where only one should he. 
Finally, on this point, we have no evidence for believ­
ing the men whom we are examining would receive 
better pay were they paid by the outside world.”

The report ends with a list of “  Suggestions,”  from 
which I take the following: —

Although your Commissioners are strongly im­
pressed with the conviction that the industry under 
examination! is dying, it does not suggest any drastic 
action. Much might be done by selecting the younger

and healthier persons, teaching them a new . onlTicnt. 
thus surrounding them with a healthier envir ^ aj| 
But obviously, this could only be applied 0 ll.̂  
number of people, many having been placet 0j 
trade because their natural qualities did not P unyyisC 
their adopting with profit any other, it would ° ^  0f 
to expect that the method suggested above in
any value except in relation to a few. And ‘ very 
mind the large numbers engaged in this profess^ ^  ^ 
serious evils might result from throwing t 16 gour0es, 
the world, destitute of either natural or other res 
a body of men incapacitated by inclination, y 
ing and by custom, from earning a liv’ng fttioi 
directions. We would also point out that in sefp 
a certain type of mind the clerical profess) . ceS 
something of a social service. Of the evil consc 1 
of the interference of clericism there lS  ̂ g0„ie 
evidence, and therefore the letting, loose 1 
50,000 clerics might be productive of great inju  ̂

“  Probably the most satisfactory plan would 0f 
establish a fund for the preservation of ^ie ejv6 t!|C' 
people we have been examining. This would sc of
purpose of keeping them from lowering evil"11
other professions, and at the same time the 1110 jglit 
growth of public education and public opin'011 tj,e 
he trusted to make the type less numerous 
future.”  rt.

• the reP fThere are many other important passages m ¡̂.g o' 
I have only outlined it. Perhaps some of the 
Parliament, perhaps the Government, will tak° 

i serious a subject. CHAPMAN Cso

THE EARLY CAREER OF SERVERS

------------------  4  » K
ALTH O UG H  Michael Servetus, the physician, stood-»h'" ,. ¡it1' 
in his heresies and left no known disciple, his tea< jjt,
tragic death deeply impressed later religious thought- ^ ¡ vjii  ̂
a man of commanding ability, and even Staholun 
laudatory biographer, admits that Servetus ‘ ‘was in 1,1 1 {,j l'1* 
endowments undoubtedly the peer of tho greatest m<- 11 ,tr]aid' 
century, Calvin included.”  He was also a man ° P rl1,I1j1jgl<>r-''
versatility and he distinguished himself in ecclesiastic»1 ,| ¡" 
biblical criticism, the history of medicine and anatomy» 
geographical studies. foil»1

When a student, Servetus read the Bible in secret, b " )(. c11' 
nothing to support Catholic claims. He discovered p
word about the Trinity, nor about its persons, nor ■* o'1*
Essence, nor about the unity of the Substance, nor * 
Nature of the several beings.”  At Ibis time Servetus was •  ̂ ¡̂iit 
at Toulouse on dangerous ground, as in nearby Sp° a1’1̂
thousands of Moors had recently been incinerated there p" 
....................... . . .  - ............J . . . . .  -  banTrinitarianism, while 800,000 monotheistic Jews 
banished for the same heresy. . ,,|

Inspired by his Scripture studies, Servetus dete" 1 |,ir'‘ 
become a religious reformer, while eclipsing Luther s .lt l>  ̂
ment by restoring the purity of Biblical doctrine. 1 11 11
enthusiasm he actually contemplated the conversion 
Moslems and Jews to Christ.  ̂ ^

Moving as ho now did in Court circles ho was shoclW.^g 
glaring contrast between the simple New Testament ten< ^  l ( 
the pomp and splendour of the princes of tho Church- 
influence of Erasmus was most marked in Strasbourg ¡,li’ 
city Servetus repaired to enlist the sympathies of the

tP
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ntnanists towards liis views. For he had alreadj 1)U 1S 
IH)k in which he stated his conclusions concerning tin sc 1 

"herpretation oi the Trinity adopted by tire Church.
„ ])r. Earl Morse W ilbur states in Iris long and eiabwa 1‘

History of Unitarianism ”  (Harvard University Tress, i s  >' ■ 
t Servetus liad hoped through his book to make us oc 

•'rceptable to the reformers, and through them to win 
U,. 0 attention from the Protestant world at large, u v̂’ as 
' ls'iinsioned. At Strasbourg where it was openly so m  
nnirket place, it was warmly received not by the adherents o' 

10 '»formed churches but by those opposed to and by ‘ 
the Anabaptists and other radical elements.”

Th& sale of his work was now prohibited in Strasbourg, am 
!;Utzor Publicly declared that its author deserved death. 1 

"•testant communities generally, Servetus’ s work was suppi ■
I?d he deemed it prudent to tender an apology for his heresi e - 
, als°  attracted the attention of the Inquisitors so in oni 
‘ postpone a fiery martyrdom Servetus vanished u ’m , ’ 

(i|' obtained safety under an assumed name and Ins life fo 
li''iing twenty years remains a blank.

hef0r0 be returned to Paris he apparently resided in yons 
>‘e officiated as a Press corrector. This occupation was 

"fluently followed by scholars, Erasmus among them. 
re in Lyons, Servetus edited a new edition of Ttolemylhhv r\. ■'ieogra , ¡servetus edited a new edition of Ptolemy's

'Vork J. ®wing to recent geographical discoveries, Ptolemy’s 
exPeriellS n° W ou  ̂ date. Servetus's scholarship and travelling 
4tttI>lifi(nr Si qualified him for this task. He greatly
itiil apV *'1G W01'b with excellent descriptions of the llritish Isles 
the Ki'w severai Continental States. Ho suggested that
hnforf, " ° l bi should have been named after Columbus. But 
%Untr lllah‘ly ho retold the truth about Palestine, for that 

*ar from being fertile was uncultivated, sterile and 
n ‘ " “nting in charm, and should be pronounced though 
din lSe(l ’ land, yet a land of no promise.”  He also doubted 

king’s cure for scrofula. At a later day these indis-
Wor» -------J • . , • ~ . . .‘ ‘Oils'

urged against him. Servetus seemingly became. - w • --- ---  -------- n —---
ieet8 1 ln Physiology through his corrections of the proof 

hoted. i medic^l writings. He studied under Dr. Champier, a 
• ^SlC*an- Then came disputes with Fuchs, the eminent 

Sul ^  and botanist after whom the fuchsia was named.
Hli,.,, j'b'ently, Servetus studied medicine under Sylvius and
writes j^m° Us physicians.

'• Wilbur. “  and together with Andreas Vesalius, laterk-- I*, ■■uuut, ami togetner witn Anareas vesaiius, later 
I'ro-s,,C08nised as the father of modem anatomy, he served ns 

? r  ofessor Guinter, who in a work published a 
'b'Pai-t Ur P,ilised him as a man highly accomplished in all 
l"do„ ,aents of letters, and hardly second to any in his know- 

<, 1)1 Calen.”

Ms ] Us 8 contributions to geography were greatly valued and 
V *,“* 8 °n  that subject were successful. In that age of 
tUiviĝ t  ̂ wb0n the Atlantic and Pacific had been opened to the 
Va„ 111, and tlie Western World was being explored, there

‘ He became a skilful dissector,”

Wj | —"  w,e n caiern >v unu was Deing explored, mere
•»»ticj ' 0 l’oblic interest in geography, astronomy and mathe- 
r<‘dit(.|| ‘th o u g h  astrology had been exposed and partly dis­

k'd^ • by Mirandola and its practice declared a capital crime,
1,1 this r>KenrU-c„;s.r,™ dl/»,! Ax W ill------------ l-.l.. -----

"arlU!
*■ — u w v i i v v  m v u  I I U M I .  * » 0  1 1 U d U l  i v i l i u i u a  U »  .

I,, *.an^ free cities had their astrologers. . . The Emperor,
*’ V On J TA • t 1 1 .1 • . ---  --- .

a,w iu , ,v,\ and Francis I. had their astrologers. The Medicis 
V ,  | ®beu were given to i t ; Melanchthon was addicted to it .”  

'"tiQ] lePartments of astrology— natural astrology and judiciary 
'Xl wrire recognised. The first studied the heavenly orbs 
1 liOf.j, 1 uiovements with their influences on earthly affairs,
Ms 1 y <n relation to the cause and cure of diseases and human.11 -  - . -
l< n< laUy. Judiciary astrology, on the other hand, predicted
1 mi. i « . . . . .t - -------- * ---------ojy ----------- - **

v’h,.j1 vents. The ascendancy of certain stars at one’s birth, 
X i ,.  n°  8 horoscope was cast, enabled the astrologer to forecast 
\  ° Ccurrences. This superstition long resisted exposure and 
X L *"*111 creduiity was widely exploited by professional 

°Grs for monetary payment. In educated circles, how­

ever, there was a growing rejection of its claims and some 
eminent physicians were expelled from medical practice for their 
illicit dealings in the astrological arts.

So long as Servetus’s lectures remained geographical, they 
were acclaimed, but when he added astrology to his discourses 
trouble arose. He was a firm believer in the efficacy of astrology 
in medical practice, but his detractors insinuated that he also 
utilised judiciary astrology to increase his'income. Even when 
warned by the faculty, he declined to discontinue his astrological 
discourses. Further pressure was brought to bear and the 
lectures prevented. Servetus was deeply wounded by this humilia­
tion and he composed a written reply to his critics. He was 
advised against publication, but this advice he angrily ignored. 
Ill feeling prevailed on both sides and several doctors stigmatised 
Servetus as an impudent charlatan. So he hastened the appear­
ance of his “ Apology ”  but only after he had been summoned 
before the Inquisitor and then acquitted.

In his “  Apology ”  Servetus relentlessly assailed his antagonists. 
The University faculty then petitioned that the work should not 
bo placed on sale. In the judgment of the Court in the trial 
that followed, Servetus was requested to exert all his authority 
to suppress the “  Apology ”  ; to pen nothing derogatory concern­
ing the faculty and physicians. Ho was called upon to abandon 
judiciary astrology but he could continue to expound astrological 
teachings relating to the wind and weather. Finally, if the 
Court’ s findings were ignored he was liable to expulsion from 
the University.

Servetus now left Paris and later travelled from place to place 
but appears to have enjoyed a tranquil time. He served as a 
physician and displayed marked devotion to the plague victims 
of 1542.

Up to this period Servetus’s religious attitude was peculiar. 
I)r. W ilbur’s analysis of Servetus’ s system of conformity is 
instructive: “ For though he had in his first books sharply 
criticised some of the teachings of the Church, lie had never 
withdrawn from it and he had recognised its authority, while 
the Reformed Church had decisively repudiated him. In short, 
he was still nominally a Catholic, albeit a liberal one. He there­
fore continued to attend the Church services regularly, and 
abstained from religious discussion. At the Geneva trial he 
confessed that he had sinned in doing this, but said he had 
been forced to do so by his fear of death, and he cited the example 
of St. Paul in similar circumstances as his warrant.”

Amidst his medical inquiries Servetus was > constantly 
meditating over his plan for the emancipation of Christendom 
from the trammels of priestly despotism. This appears in his 
“  Restoration of Christianity ”  which led to his agonising death 
in Calvin’s sacred city.

T. F. P A L M E R .,

OUT OF BONDAGE

The bargain made ere I became aware 
Before life came unasking and unasked,
This, harshest tyranny in kindness masked 
That points the danger having set the snare,
Is reason’s mockery. Must 1 accept
The power to choose my way without the right;
Be wrested from oblivion's timeless night 
Then vested with an entity still kept 
In pawn? This spark was not within me lit 
That T, for some celestial ccesar’s sport, .
Fearing the arbitrary thumb’s report,
Should joust against his hazards in the pit,
But to blaze free as it was freely given 
Not flicker fearful in the shade of heaven. '

H . W . SAVAG E.



300 THE FREETHINKER September

ACID DROPS

Everywhere the churches are losing ground, and all sorts of 
reasons are given both for the cause of the decline and also ways 
of recovering lost ground. One suggestion is that church 
services should be brief and lively to the point of being humorous. 
Wo take it that sermons could not be too brief to please the 
average attendant. Hut humour, that is a rather dangerous 
method. Encourage people to laugh with the preacher and it 
will not be long before ho is laughing at them. Humour— after 
wit— is a very dangerous weapon to use in connection with 
Christianity or any other religion. Take, for example, the story 
of how Jesus fed a multitude with a handful of bread and a few 
fishes, and then had more food than ho started with. Or consider 
the humour that gathers round the story of Joseph’ s discovery 
that his sweetheart was about to become a mother, but it was 
God’s son and not his. Some real humour could be taken from 
Jesus spitting in a blind man’s eye and so restoring his sight. 
There is plenty of material for humour in the New Testament, 
but it involves danger. We repeat what we have said— you cannot 
encourage people to laugh with a preacher and also prevent him 
laughing at them.

This is a very sad story. It is one where God should have 
helped, apparently he did nothing. The story tells of how a poor 
minister of God found himself losing bis position, and God doing 
nothing to help him. When the priest came to his church he 
found the daily Mass regularly performed. The good preacher 
of God’s doctrine promptly put the Mass out of commission, 
l ’eoplo stayed away. Then he refused dancing and more left 
the church. Then whist drives were barred and still more people 
stayed away. And now, says the minister, he often finds him­
self with oidy one worshipper. There the matter stands. We 
fancy God has let the poor preacher down.

Very solemnly the papers the other da3* announced that the 
King had contracted a cold and so was unable to attend the 
church service at Crathie Church, Halmoral. Something here 
seems to have happened. The King is Defender of the Faith, 
and God in turn should look after his representatives. It would 
servo the “  watchers of God ”  to openly declare that they will no 
longer act as God’s defenders. Even gods ought to play up 
to their undertakings.

It is rather difficult to read what leading Christians havo to say, 
and then deal with them as perfectly honest men. For example, 
horo is the Doan of Gloucester who commences an article in a 
Gloucester paper with “  Wo English claim to be a Christian 
nation.”  Well, that is simply not true, either in the legal sense 
of the phrase, or in strict accuracy of fact. Not only is that 
statement untrue to-day, hut it never was true. Ovor and over 
again wo havo tried to kill that lie, hut truth counts for little 
where the interests of any religious doctrine or association is at 
stake. It is true tho English rulers conceded favours to the 
Church, but that is a different thing. Tho lie that England is or 
was a Christian nation is too profitable for the clergy to give it up. 
And our politicians— tho leading ones and particularly those hold­
ing high posts-— are afraid to let out tho truth of religion.

c W d ,e hl? bish° P,’s first thought is to see in what way he »na 
Clinicl es may nnihe capital out of the war; he would make cap»' 
f o i  f M b ° 0<!slled! And lacking tho wit to develop 
and r ' 6 ei!Ce 101 ilis churches, he tells us that wo nee
it i nT J e a . ' a''gf r dose <’f religion. Think of it. The 
war_il ” p“ lts the world— particularly those involved 11 ^
relitriorff t0 a la ' g0 dug ree> been under the teaching 
S a h l e  Whf h the ¿ a w s  his daily bread-wth
durint w. ,S ° ‘ ' ,er t r i a l s ,  bet him think of the J ,  
in h en, !  Christian churches have had a cons.dera
: r r h^ pe° p,e of this country; see and if ho 
and ™  , t le Sh° ck of war has heavily reduced our moral 
creates 5 ™  We not ^  that Christianity is one o f “
L  eatest failures that mankind has ever known!

We can quite conceive some men being made moic " t 0cti,lb 
this war. A  superstitious person may easily see t i  . n (\V 
hand of “  Providence ”  in his coming alive out of an a 0f it* 
know at least one family which ascribes tho fact o ^ erCd *

io«smembers not being killed to tho constant prayers ^¡gn  
home for his safety.) But others who reflect upon 1 0,” nu>
theory may, and do, quite naturally connect “  Pr^i1 ]neii 'd|l| 
with the number saved, but with those killod. • I “ e tfay G01

Words wore oneo upon a tirno very powerful f ° r 
ill. Words were then living things— of which t>ho vcr.' 
“  Abracadabra”  was a very good example. That was '• 
powerful because no one could make out what it mean . h id’ 
all, there was tho ”  Word ”  to which fit. John introcm fk 
but who was very, careful not to say what it meant. j () ik 
Church of England— so called because half the people^ A  
holiovo in it— has great faith in creating new confer* ' n (j 
loud-sounding titles. Tho latest we have noticed is ,a'.-nn0 l'r, 
Church Commission ”  which is to inquire why Chris pd', 
not doing more to help the Church nnd to “  make it 1 ^ ¡p ' 
that tho Christian faith and doctrine nppoals to world 1

«by

niy' ~ _ +]l0 .
write home to a religious newspaper dwelling upon ore cert»1” 
has preserved a wayside crucifix or a church altar, •> ^
outnumbered by those who wonder why God’s care was jioii' 
in tho preservation of homes, of women and children, r iost 
combatants. Tt is not the number saved, but the m*1 , jss"1'' I 
that impeaches ‘ ‘ Providence.”  It is not the victory \ 1 th1' 
from war, but the fact of war that is the condemn» l0 |J|f n1»' 
religious theory of the world. The superstitions <» ^  
bo strengthened by the war. It is certain that the form 
of a much larger number will be destroyed by it.

Lourdes has been in tho background for some time #» 
the war. Now that this factor has weakened the 0 [
getting to work again and we are getting a rcpcl(;lilol|d' 
miraculous cures. Of course, not too many are ¡„¡rue'111", 
cured. That would take away the market valuo of the , (.i) 
for a miracle that is on hand for all applicants becon 
commonplace and its market value just drops. So wo 1 ŷjiO 
of hundreds that visit the famous shrine, just one or t " °  s tp 
miraculously cured— but not under test conditions. *. foi1, 
shortest and best way to describe tho whole thing >s 4 ',y t»''4' 
aro always plentiful and rogues are never wanting 
advantage of their being.

Anyway, this is the manner in which the one Bishop gives his 
version. Ho tells us that tho morality of tho English peoplo has 
decreased in recent years. Of course it has in some directions, 
but tho bishop forgets— no, the straiter word is that as a leading 
priest ho cannot nfford to tell tho truth. Tho first truth is that 
wo have been at war and war always lowers the human and 
civilised level. There never was a war that did not level tho 
general conduct of life. There was the same lowering of life after 
tho last war— the present ono can hardly be said to bo over. 
However “  justifiable,”  however unavailable is war, it brings 
disasters in its trail. It may bo that it would have been a greater 
disaster if wo had not gone to war; still tho price must bo paid. 
W e had the courage to fight, but it requires on a higher level 
to say that both victor and vanquished sink lower. If wo have 
the courage to war, we should havo tlio eourngo to speak tho 
truth about it.

P( * ■
All this sounds very well— or would do so if it wer

familiar. Let iis remember what most people appear o’ 1 
for nearly two thousand years the Church has been 
exert considerable power in the world. Then look at, j  1><’* ( 
Tho world in ruins today is a world in which it oxci 
power and wealth; and while nil tho leading Churches ^  tp 
dash from tluv earliest times for both wealth and I,0"^]1e p'if 
world did not develop as it should have done. In fact, F 
greatest uprisings for the people that havo done most ^„tirfj 
tho people resulted from tho French ar.d Hussion ,,^ 1 .
Neither called for tho help of God and both were well s 
andi flayed by the Churches. But wo can at least Pa-'r 14 ,iV 
meut whore compliment deserves it, nnd that is tho 
which the Churches keep giving tho peoplo dose aft01’ o0j>h'- 
the same “ gush ”  without being found out— by most P



September 29, 1946 THE FREETHINKER 301

“THE F R E E T H IN K E R ’
T . . 41, Gray’s Inn Road,
‘ elephone No. Holborn 2601. London, W .O . 1.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

Humphrey— W ill appear as early as P°ssl 
■Portrait; it is interesting. larger

C‘ E- W aters— W e hope in the near future to 
‘ freethinker ”  than we have at present. Church of

T- Matthews— Y ou liavo been misinformed.• T« 6&te did was 
"gland did not give up its riches. ia * a continuous 

, °  Miy some amount of its wealth, wine i to reCeive
ass to the people, and arrange for the wealth in a
««ongh a Commission to better d.stnbuto the wea 
Wore satisfactory way. « o s  grate-

B*?evolent F und N .S .S — The General Secreta y t0
'« %  acknowledges a donation of 2s. from Mr.

Benevolent Fund of the Society. «The
"p following are gratefully acEll<>" . 1 j j  £ 1  3s.
freethinker.”  Mr. E  Swale, 1 3 s .; M r. H . Holt, *

°rd,
°t the0p litemture should he sent to 
<i>ul llJ ‘onecr Press, il , Gray’s Inn .

K n  th¿ * Edit°r

the Business Manager 
lioad, London, W.O. 1,

l

-  services oj the National S ^ r  SocietyM »  nicationi 
, th Secular Burial Services are required, a giving

% fd  he addressed to the Secretary, B. H . Bosettx, 0 
8 *°%  notice as possible.

Office 1,1 i1in'ker will he forwarded direct from, the Publishing 
year ^ le following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

Lecf 1 s > half-year, 8s. 6d.; three months, is. id.
C n  not^ s must reach 1,1, Gray’s Inn Hoad, London, W.G. 1,°V the fi .nrst. post on Monday, or they will not he inserted.

We are indebted to “  The Star ”  for the information that 
Hollywood— which is ready to produce any film that will pay—  
has given the world a film dealing with Sir HirAm Maxim’s life. 
The title is “  A  Genius in the Family,”  and part of it deals 
with his domestic life. The film shows Maxim, when his wife 
is ill, on his knees offering a prayer for her recovery. Of course, 
that is an unadulterated lie ; but when religion and money­
making work together a lie more or less does not matter. W e 
knew Maxim, and if there ever was a firm Atheist it was he. 
We can say that on the basis of all we know of his life. “  The 
Star ”  puts a fitting tail to the story when it suggests that 
the next effort should bo to provide a film of IngersolF singing 
a Moody and Sankey hymn. We should not bo surprised if 
something like that does occur on the screen.

Birmingham Branch N .S.S. has a visit from Mr. T. M. Mosley 
to-day in the 38, John Bright Street premises at 3-30 p.m. As 
a speaker Mr. Mosley is forceful and clear and holds regular 
meetings in Nottingham. W e do not know the subject of the 
lecture but his matter is always good and interesting.

We never make it a feature of “  The Freethinker ”  merely to 
hold a clergyman to ridicule because he has committed a mis­
demeanour, legal or social. Wo have adopted this plan : we do 
not expect clergymen to be different from other men— allowing 
for what we might call occupational misdemeanours. Wo do 
not expect parson’s different from others— allowing for what 
we call occupational qualities. Parsons, like others, have what 
we may call occupational evils, but so have others. Of course, 
there are some moral faults that are peculiar, hut other groups 
show the samo features. We have always taken this position 
because, to us, a parson is a man who has had the misfortune to 
become a minister, and he has our sympathy.

EVOLUTIONAL SOCIOLOGY: SLOGANS AND 
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

SUGAR PLUMS

ls it]
— iirst llme « la*' sonle Members of Parliament raised a protest 
i one ? ray®rs being officially said before business commences P
I t‘ l|evcs that members are more able or more truthful 
V s t iv  S" m°  Paid parsons pray to God to see members acted 
i°Uses ^  6 do not believe that through the whole of the two 

r'le>nbt,rs" llyoue believes that this orgie of praying will make 
}lf&ysra *?ore truthful or more able as a consequence of these 
■ ”s6s ■ * "  «*le other hand, there is enough humbugery in both 

t 6 to no" t*lcir natural state for anyone to assist. We should
II the ‘ 6 a Member of the House of Commons bring the question

ention of the general public.
W

1, *'« the following letter from Mrs. Ruby Ta’Bois: —  
lla(.i. IK,‘ The letter in your issue of September 7 from the 
manvl|ey ni|d District Sunday School Union to the chair- 
a I;,. ° ‘  ' lapton Stadium protesting against children seeing 
pra ,6" ork display on ‘ grounds where dog racing is the 

co is a typical illustration of how the Church
-ight ’ and

eSot' «  *s a
‘ R.,.18 _ a«y s°ts itself Up as an arbiter of
tj0 0ll8 . ’ Considering that young children are taught false 

111 Sunday Schools, viewing fireworks at a racing 
I-,, 111111 seems harmless by comparison. But it must be 

6Wbered that the Church has always condemned enjoy- 
js and invented 1 sin ’ where no sin existed; the reason 
"a ,la*' ^ there were no 1 sinners ’ the Church would have 
to. ,St>1« s to savo, and its pews would bo even emptier than 

1 Jy- Yours faithfully,
R uiiy Ta ’B ois,

bt ,̂,. Member of the National Secular Society.”
18 U °aso note and copy. The familiar newspaper 

^l& able^t Atheism does not really exist is really very, very

TH E letter by J. Pepper on August 25, 1946, together with 
previous ones such as those by W . Robson and H . Crossley 
(June 2, 1946), emphasise the urgent need for us all, not only 
to understand what Freethought-Secularism means, but to make 
the greatest possible effort to practise it with “  logical con­
sistency and intellectual sincerity.”  The more dangerous the 
conditions are in National and World Politics, the more need 
for us all to try to do this by that Mental Courage which is, in 
a peculiar degree, the distinctive characteristic of the Freethinker 
— Paper and Person alike. It is the attempting that counts: ’Tis 
better to have tried and lost, than never to have tried at all. 
“  But, we will be free.”  The long historic record of Freethinkers 
is proof of this, and to earn a place in that— if but a single line—  
is an Ideal in life surpassing far anything that any Godist has 
ever had in any pictured Paradise.

This is no new theme of mine, nor is it confined to recent 
writings- on Freethinkers, Rebels, Lenin, Stalin, k.t.p. On 
April 12, 1936, I said in “ The Freethinker” : “ I suggest that 
the essential feature of the Freethinker, as Freethinker, is the 
samo as that of the Scientist, as Scientist. It is the desire to 
know, to understand, to seek Truth. . . There are many Free­
thinkers in relation to Religion, who are as irrational about 
other subjects as are any of the rigid orthodox.”  On November 13, 
1927: “  The development to Atheism is the development of 
Humankind. The culminating point is the victory for philosophic 
Atheism— when ‘ God ’ has to make way for Humanity.”  And, 
on July 4, 1920, criticising an “  Apologist ”  for “  Early Christian 
Communism ”  : “  As I know even less about ‘ Bolshevism ’ in 
Russia than Mr. Martin knows about Christianism, I trouble 
not to criticise in that direction. Doubtless the truth will out 
some day. Only it may bo remarked that, inasmuch as the 
1 Bolshevists’ appear to base their ‘ Communism ’ on this world, 
they are a little more sensible than the Christians who based
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it on the next— that never came. Tliey may persecute and 
punish their enemies here ; they do not, like the early Christians, 
threaten their enemies with awful torture after death, worlds 
without end.”  Nothing need be added from C.C. on this, as 
his teachings can be found in well-nigh every issue.

J. Pepper condemns “  Freethinkers ” who are “  Stalin- 
stupified ” ; being utterly blind to the fact that anyone who is 
so is, in the very terms of the case, no Freethinker— or Scientific 
Thinker— in that respect. Then he refers to “  Stalin's 
Altruism ”  ; in this case being doubly blind to scientific reasoning 
or “  Analytic ”  or “  Dialectic ”  Reasoning. “  Stalin ”  has never 
professed any belief in “  Altruism,”  and the word itself is but 
a coin from the Mental Confusion Mint of Christian Godist 
Verbalism and Verbosity. To-day, all Godism is merely sheer 
Verbalism and Verbosity— Words without end, Amen ; and that 
is the diametric opposite of Scientific Reasoning. Again, to say, 
“  Rut there is some e:Kuse that can be made for the God- 
intoxicated Christian . . . ” , is another example of that verbalism 
which can lead only to Mental Confusion, worse confounded, in 
the victims. In the cute ones who use it, such apologetic dope 
prolongs the mental dishonesty and hypocrisy in Public Affairs, 
which led to suspicion, fear and mental cowardice among the 
“  General Public.”  These two Social Forces,, acting and 
re-acting on each other, produced the 50 years’ drift to Fascism 
and war. The same Process, intensified in some of its modes, is 
still dangerously' active, nut alone in one Nation, nor in one 
“ Bloc,” nor in one Continent, hut throughout the Unman 
Universe.

The victims are not “  God-intoxicated,”  and it is not the aim 
or purpose of the Freethinker, in any Sociologic analysis, to 
“ excuse”  any such Christian nor to “ excuse”  any such 
“ Stalin-intoxicated ”  “ mm-Freethinker.”  The victims are, in 
the one case, “  Godum-intoxieated ”  : in the other, “  Prejudice- 
intoxicated.”  Just as there are many forms and blends of 
Potable Dope in a multitudinous variety of Containers with an 
even more multitudinous variety of Labels, so also is it in the 
Mental Dope of Godism. And just as Potable Dope affects 
different people in different ways, and the same person in a 
different way at different times, so also does the effect of Godist 
Dope vary.

Similarly the Dope of “ Prejudice,”  operates in very many 
ways. It may be a literary prejudice or a prejudice of economic 
Interests, or of Artistic Taste, or of “  Schooling ”  ( “ education ”  
is too indefinite a term), or out of youthful environment, “  group 
loyalty,”  personal ambition, etc., or— as is generally the case—  
a composite blend out of these prejudices. It may arise, as it 
often does, from a more or less conscious urge “  to dodge the 
colum n”  on the march to Rattle for Equal Freedom. Of this 
nature was the “  Relief " — self-induced or mentally swallowed—  
that one can always dodge the “  Crisis.”  True, one can refuse 
to face a crisis or even “ The Crisis” —  as was more or less 
definitely advocated by one “ school ”  53 years ago; but in that 
case, sooner or later “ The Crisis ”  faces “  The Many ”  with 
disaster that— “ Might not have been.”

The aim of the Freethinker in such Sociologic Analysis is “  to 
explain ” how the victims “ got that way ”  : to trace the effects 
of this Godism— or Prejudice— intoxication in the Individual 
Persons and in the Social Existences of which they are parts, 
and from this double analysis to find the remedy. Anyone who 
starts to examine a problem in “  Evolutional Sociology ”  (i.e., 
constructive sociology based on evolutionary economics) as a 
"  special pleader ”  or with pro-conceived— “  fixed ” — ideas or 
“  Absolutes,”  etc., is not acting as a Freethinker. The Five- 
thinker must make sure his “  facts ” are correctly stated : he 
must prove that his “ facts,” if correctly stated, have a definite 
relation to the subject; he must distinguish between causative 
and concomitant factors, and evaluate them in relation to the 
whole problem. Above all, these processes must be worked out 
in strict accordance with the principles of Analytic Logic. As

1946: "The final test is the extent to

'''Id so enable them 7n ''¡‘nc.ern.e<l to predict what ‘ must ’ huTf,)
'  'a Scientist ;n Wl^1 ^le em^oent result as requiri"'

“ 111‘stake he wort J S,* cific «^nce, finds that he has 
“  Stalin”  do- ■ ”  ' ’ Thus did

uo • see
to correct his miscalculatings. * jg45.

The Freethinker,”  December >; by
‘ Stalin ’ began his great victory— as great as • Lei«“ s

A.&>
‘ -■•'1'snig that nationalist sectional interests (patriotism, :

,K 'b," uls sectarian interests (separately or together, , |
were too strong. The struggle could not be for Socialism 
1 ascism ; it must be to save Political Democracy from Fas«*®'
G at was one of the greatest Scientific Decisions in Hu 
History. Had the U.S.S.Rian Leaders agreed to go,
V Ilian 7  16 ?  of Poland ‘without a “ binding recip ,

r , n  . r act,° n in th“ W e s t -a s  so many of my P ^ ,  
and opponents expected them to do— I shudder, even J

to think wliat “  might have been.’
There is much more of this misleading, sometimes

vicious, lk
aiti

going on at present in Tress, Tulpit, E.E.C., Conference-,^

on Platform, at high pressure, in order to poison t u ^ j|y 
atmosphere against the U .S .S .R .— for ulterior puip" ' t),af 
purpose herein is not to defend “ Stalin.”  To presum ^ u]at0 
way would be impudence indeed, and I shall try jan ‘tt 
neither the fly on the flywheel nor the white mouse  ̂ ,, y'o"
bis revolving cage. So far, “ Stalin ” has maintained ^ its 
Civilisation,”  guided by a Scientific Philosophy, ‘a° a.inS(.(,rt!iin';’ 
enemies— direct and indirect, open and secret. G i^ jnSpir® 
they and not those of the U.S.American Mode who “  ̂
tin- Common lûâbple in the Liberated Lands. Persona L  g piai' 
sufficient faith in that Scientific Guidance and in the • , th®*'

tiiid® oUr 
n°l 

it f° 
parti

strength based on integrated economic Unity, to be con u 
they shall win through to the end. However, that J- 
business as Freethinkers and Secularists. Still le?s
me or

’ * ■ '  '  m - u n v i o  m m  k j v  i . i u u i  i n v a i  , ,

us to defend or attack the Rritisli Communi ,(iujs up1.
in its Political Policy. Success or failure in that dep1 11 th*' 
the Drains and Political Guts of its own members. “5ll| paftk* 
1 can also add that I have friends in all Rritish Politic®  ̂yet**' 
besides the one Party which I have supported through Jje ji1’1 
but that disturbs neither my active interest in the s r̂°^relc0®1* 
the Philosophic Imperturbability with which one can 
victory or re-form the ranks after defeat.

COll'l
G
„k’F
If*Few, even among Freethinkers, seem to realise the  ̂

change in the nature of the Political Struggle that 
place as the outcome of the war to save Political 
W e are at the end of an-Epoch and the beginning 11 j Fr 
Already the forces of Political Parties are being re' il9f luoCi'“f̂  
the greatest struggle in Human History— for World ", „oiF- 
with Equal Freedom for all Humankind and Privilege 1 .^t,s c* 
or for a Human World ruled and exploited by M in°'G  ^  
Privilege— the modern equivalents of the Kings, Prlt’ 
Nobles, who first “  got there ”  some 6,000 years ago. ( itf

Freethinkers willi the Philosophy of Secularism, w° ' j„ tk* 
the World Union of Freethinkers, shall be a vital ®'or<°)]1y F1 
coming struggle; for Secularism is the only PliiloS<>' 
Science and Democracy.

ATHOSO 1y:FN°0'

THE STILL SMALL PEN
■------------

TO those Freethinkers who, as many do, feel the vague s^.li,it;'1 
vacuum permeating the indefinable and unimaginable F1 
which once boused their God, there is some tiling to be 
the substitution of The Great Biograph--.. This b1'!11 (le 
Deity can be most useful, and in contradistinction to »uy ĵ jii 
well known Gods can be made in any likeness, as the /•' I
selves once were, but untramelled by tradition or the b<,l11 I 
fears of other men. I have for many years found H JU |̂l,i I 
helpful. For not only does he see m e-at all times as I
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ami knowing my innermost thoughts and cinticil my point
''°Pes and fears, but flatters me unchangingly ? • obscure, and 
"I view when to others it remains peisis course of action 
justifying my every argument, rationalisn ion, ^  ^ ery rigour 
bf  standards the world would often deny m

at its command. bodies also within
Like other Gods the Great Biographer era -n keeping

uirnseli a firm but kindly moral code s"sp  pliable, as the 
*itb my own albeit, but nevertheless strong, ‘  w0nt to use
. leather only, where the traditiona oc ^  devastating
iron. On some issues, He can come down on n* my inconse- 
Scorn' At other times, and more often, he : Eaults and
i"ential little story with comforting tolerance
Weaknesses,

Th S1nce he knows me so well.
self con(.'] *° ca.n “ And ”  Him will at once feel the uplift and 
little lif(H U1Ĉ  ^separable from the knowledge that their puny 
of jjg- "  Tories are ever to acquire the dignity and importance

icing presented to posterity, and each and all of their 
«gmficant little personal possessions, writings, letters and 

take on a new dignity in the guise of “  material 
'kay to be lovingly collated, sorted and spread about a large 

(it must be mahogany) table as the monumental work

i J he t1u,l'al effect of all this comes to one slowly, and almost 
2 erceptibly as faith in the Great Biographer grows deeper with

time
adv
tli, lncing years„ . « j u n t i l  there comes a time when ones every

, h ̂  a,,(b action tends to become related and referred to Him  
najy n aud as devotedly as the prayers of St. Francis or the 

()° religious bonhomie of an ardent Buchmanite in full flower, 
i ’s faced with a decision, perhaps of momentous personal 
V()i; i^ e .  Ever in such moments one hears the ‘ Still small 
|i, C® ’ reading monotonously from the written, yet unwritten 
";is i ' .At the age of 50 he embarked upon a course which 
hj8 ^ n n g  about his untimely e n d ” ; or, alternatively,

grows deepei 
when ones

50th In
irn ' year ho drifted into new interests which were to carry 
Uis * *bl[ou8h a generation of fruitful and improving work:— '

" S*0n *or individualism was in the end his undoing ”  ; or
ievei, ?  kad the coura

°P hi
age to break away from routine and 

dial ■ 1IS. individual gifts . . . . ”  
finijjj. 'I' kinie all this can become a comfortable unobtrusive 

thought, charged with tlie comforting illusion ol 
sttiS}yj|8 f°ff importance unrelated to anyone, yet strangely 

Ong
finally *"'8 i must guard against. That when tho great book 
" ’’"Plo C° lnes kef ore my admiring descendants, illustrated with 
l|i'i,lM " U:" ta,'y plates showing me as various stages of my sadly 
,JHce n Clac®d Career, there must bo no question of treachery, 
kk,, k'reat Biographer shakes himself free from liis Creator.

rctfS'’,nuwkere in the last chapter, he may find it necessary 
linker  ̂ ^  !l,in'it that liis Hero, though an avowed Free- 
iiH. r -1 k‘ll at length into the old, old error, and in seeking to 
a Dion'?Sel* from the Gods of the past, succeeded only in creating 

l0lls Hybrid more partial,, less sincere, and sillier than
.rest.

J. STU R G E-W H ITIN G .

OBITUARY

H ERM AN  W ILLIAM  H AN SlN G .
•Nortli London Branch N .S.S. has lost one of its staunchest 

ich fS rti"1* s,,PPdrtcrs by the death of Herman William Hansing,
mher 1G. His membership

jq uuvncu liuiuy jcaio , tuld lit* WHS present ill Sll|)J)01‘t

Tl
W  il,0r 
H i - K  a... "Il i . , - ..............
, the ¡.t * PHce suddenly on Septe:
''f tli,, »I' covered many years, am. .............  ,.............  ... . .

^ “rth London Branch platform at Highbury Corner the 
lis death. His remains were cremated at tho 

11 Crematorium. Finchley, on September 21, where, before
kl]|1,'i!i before

° f  relatives and friends, including representatives 
v th0'? ,^ orth London Branch N .S .S ., a Secular Service was read

Cenerai Secretary N .S.S. R .H .R .

CORRESPONDENCE

“  M Y FAITH  AND MY JOB ”
S i r ,— The other week (September 3) we had another exploit on 

the B.B.C., on the “  My Faith and My .Job ”  series, this time 
by a Dorset farmer. H e started off by telling us that “  milking 
is now done by electricity.”  That is, of course, a matter of 
human scientific effort. He said lie had an advantage over other 
speakers by reason of being in touch with nature. He spoke 
depreciatingly about car builders who put knobs on doors. What 
has that to do with Christianity ?

He said liis work was neyer finished, and that it was dis­
appointing to see a field of clover ruined by rain and to have 
to pitch the hay again, and that sterility of the herds, robbery 
by birds, and being worried by abortion in the cows, and rabbits 
eating his crops, brought on quinzies and put him on his back, 
and he wondered why God Had left him there. I expect he is 
still wondering. He said liis thoughts had brought him down. 
Evidently Ids God hadn’t helped him much.

However, while on his back in bed he said he had made peace 
with God, but that after getting up and to work again the cows 
still misbehaved, the rabbits still ate his crops, and that tho 
rain still ruined liis crops. A  pity they didn’t come to bettor 
terms while ho was ill. H e said that “  L see tho creator in the 
birth of a chicken,”  and that was “  bringing tho dead to life.”  
That is very curious biology. He finished up by saying that 
farming “  had become a Christian vocation.”

Further comment is superfluous. “  A leut.”

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON— O utdooh

North London Branch N .S.S. (White Stono Pond, Hampstead)—  
Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. E bury. Parliament Hill Fields, 
4 p.m., Air. L. E iiuby. Highbury Corner, 7 p.m., Mr. L. Ebuby .

West London Branch N .S.S. (Hydo Park)__ Sunday, 6 p.m.,
Messrs. E. Sach in , J. H art and E . P age.

LONDON— I ndoor

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W .C .l) .— 11a.m ., Air. A rchibald  R obertson, A I.A .: “ Facts 
and Values.”

COUNTRY— Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Market Place).— 7 p .m ., Mr. J, V. 
Shortt.

Merseyside Branch N .S.S. (Uanelagh Street, opp. Lewis’s)__
7-30 p .m .: A  lecture.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool)___,7-30 p .m .: A lecture.

COUNTRY— I ndoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (3S, John Bright Street)— 3-30 p.nil., 
Air. T. M . M osley .

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room, AI.echanics’ Institute).—  
6-30 p. in .: “ Use Your Reason,”  Air. J. Al. T hornton , B.Sc.

W AN TED — Chapman Cohen’s “ Religion and Sox.”  Any 
condition. Offers to Alanager, Pioneer Press, 41, Grays Inn 
Road, W .C .l .

W AN TED .— “ Mrs. Besant’s Philosophy ”  by G. W. Foote. 
Offers to Malinger, Pioneer Press, 41, Grays Inn Road, 
W .C .l.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH, by Chapman Cohen. Price 
2s. 6d.; postage 3d.

ROME OR REASON? A Question for To-day. By Colonel 
R. G. Ingcrsoll. Price 4d.; by post 5d.

SPEAKING FOR MYSELF, by Lady (Robert) Simon. Price, 
post free, 2s. 8d.
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SINCERITY, REASON AND POLITICS
(Concluded from p. 347)

SU PER FICIAL generalisations seem to bo rather fashionable 
nowadays. It is of vital importance, however, if we wish to get 
to the truth of the matter of any of the burning issues of the 
present day, to try to understand exactly what is being advocated 
on each side. Few people appear to be able to explain accurately 
and without the addition of personal colouring the exact aims 
of the political parties that they consider opposed to their own.
So many people nebulously conceive the creed they claim to 
embrace as representing goodness and those attitudes popularly 
considered in opposition as things vaguely evil. A  man who 
actually reasons on the subject and attempts to make an honest 
examination of the question is often regarded as cynical.

Most of us will be aware of some popular contentions that 
seemingly belie our ideas, yet are. subscribed to by people who 
are apparently as intelligent as ourselves. Those of us who set 
a high value upon the truth will have had an urge to under­
stand the “  other person’s ”  viewpoint in such matters. To 
bo efficacious, however, this almost invariably necessitates a 
departure from our established ways of thinking and is usually 
an intellectually valuable experience; for we must try to glean 
our information from those sources that appear to dispute to 
truth of that which we credit. W e will be familiar with our 
own ideas so we must go out of our way to put ourselves in the 
other person's position,, but not attempting to “ cling to our 
own ideas.

It is essential that we should not assume that when we do 
discover a political truth it will seem self-evident. A commoner 
reaction to belatedly revealed truths than a feeling of their 
obviousness is one of disbelief. “ . . . It cannot be true; it is 
ridiculous to think that I have been deluded to such an extent 
for so long ; I cannot believe that such a notion if it were false 
could have gained such widespread acceptance; I do not think 
that so-and-so would believe this and he is much more intelligent 
than I . . . ”

It is important, too, that wc should not delude ourselves by 
feeling that, because something is rather unflattering; because 
it militates our established and satisfying scheme of things; 
because it is contrary to what we expected or for what we nad 
hoped; that it is evidently false. It is a natural tendency to 
accept items of news as true because wo dearly hope they are 
so, and to disbelieve information because it is not very flattering.
In politics wishful-thinking is an extremely insidious element; 
it can only be offset by an honest attempt to see the political 
panorama with academic detachment.

1 do not think that it will be disputed that the political scene 
should be approached with sincerity and completely divorced 
from anything in the nature of unreasoning passion if we desire 
to make any progress towards understanding it. 1 am presuming 
that we really do wish to understand it and not merely to justify 
an attitude we have assumed in that connection. The truly 
honest approach, however, conflicts with many human tendencies.

It is a natural desire to have our mind made up on the 
burning questions of our age and to bo able to give our opinion 
on an issue in a few words. If we adopt an unbiased and 
patient reasoning attitude in preference to a bigoted one til's 
usually necessitates our making certain reservations and being 
somewhat “ long winded.”  Many people are impatient of the 
“  if’s ’ and qualifications, the “  but’ s ”  and explanations that 
are often found necessary when wo try to express an honest 
opinion accurately.

Patience is essential to the sincere, and if we take the trouble 
to find out whether what is being passed ns news is news; if 
wo refuse to accept without reasonable inquiry unsubstantiated
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