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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

Dr>Using and Finding God :

"""®mHE is a well-known passage in one of Sin>'esle

‘YSthat runs- in the aCCepted VerS1°n’ 1'~tis stolen, let
Sbied; R -

“He that is robbed, hot knowing
, 'am not know’t and lie's not robbe< a_A * careful
I the now accepted version, but a ~Nat what
A “a'mation | have been driven to the cone
"'Wpeave really meant was: . |UuS

“ Ijr(]et a man lose his god, not " ‘U 'I'*wdd what is
then he will have lost nothing, and lose
ILtJ'quk))geij,rpught back to him he will straight away

li'nv 1 feel that is the real reading of this ~Nol in
S_ng’i‘mlit elongs to an age when many famous

,;H)Stif ' elsewhere were breaking away from the
I "U religion, and the Renaissance (Re-birth) was in
SMMIlly  What had been said of the old Roman and
ly ~ml’riests, that two of them could not meet without a
in,, 1' ®ud be said with unquestionable truth of cultuied

(y'11 "omen in this country a few centuries ago.

M,t "ler by wav of illustration the case of one of the
h;, of the period—Marlowe. IHs Atheism was well
siys  ;ind his plays were famous. In one of them he

XHod is not so glorious as a king*“
1think the pleasure they enjoy in Heaven
)i fMinot compare'with kingly joy on earth.

"fit ' s Xtheism was fairly well known, and indeed a
W, *  OUt f6r Mis arrest on the charge of binsphemy.
egh "'as not the only Atheist of note. Sir Walter
'l 1M muny others came under the heading. The
ii much Atheism in the period may be gauged by
1'W9ji(  denunciations of Atheism that came from
"Uitf,'1 """"iters. The religion of Shakespeare is of a yery
"tigiffi duality. And as a great many people seem to be
iNs s upset ns to who really did write the Shakespeare
'linve Fllla™ easily be the case that the revised version
‘bt tbyM>n °f une famous passage is just a blind to hide
"ITs ."rjter was really aiming at. Did he mean the
1The 1 ‘'ds plays to read the lines as | have suggested?
.+n0an lIs to believe that “ God ” counts in a man’s
"Mii ™ far as lie will. Let liim set it aside for ever
'Uattef ends—for ever?

It 's a plain and provable fact that when man is
-rﬁ\,e lost God ” it is not the godless man who

n2dls' He makes no complaint, he offers no reward
'Al( W "ho will.bring back God, on the contrary, he
'hi i,. Is pleased to find that he bus nothing more to do
% Wita- And even if some misguided friend presented
another god he will probably lose him again. The
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adhesive quality of a man's god is often very poor. He has
to be carefully watched, and continually praised, or before
one knows what has happened another god is counted as
lost. It appears that always Hod must stick to man if he
is to survive—as a god. Man might never discover that lie
had lost god but for the gratuitous busy-bodying of some
clerical friend.

1 think, then, that on the canon laid down by Shakespeare,
when a man does not want a god he loses nothing when the
god gets lost or fades out of existence.

The Parsonrv? Yes, that lias some grounds for com-
plaint when a layman loses his god. But then the behaviour
of the parson or priest borders on the laughable when if is
most intended to be grave and important. An archbishop
looks down his nose because the man lias lost something.
Tlie man says he is better after the loss than lie was before.
The archbishop says that it really makes the situation
worse. As representative of all priests, sub-priests, and
would-be priests, they are the only ones who can seriously
complain that John Smith lias gone and lost his god. For
the sale of his goods grows more and more difficult, ulti-
mately he is in tile position of one who opens a large, store
in Regent Street for the sale of fashions that belong to the
women of the time of Queen Anne.

Meanwhile, the man who has lost God doesn’t even take
the trouble to look for him. He does not rush oil to the
theological lost property office and inquire whether g lost
god is there. The parson- hunts up the loser, and invites
him to the company of lost gods to see if one will suit him.
It is the one case in which, the,loser declines to help any
would-be finder. Parspns are the only ones who are
seriously disturbed by a man losing his god. Only here and
there does it happen that a loser finds his god again, and
then lie is under the suspicion that he had never lost him.
They had only had what we on earth call “ a few words.”
Hut the man who really outgrows superstition finds himself
on a road that lias a one-way passage. As 1 have so often
said, you cannot unpull a man’s nose; a nose once pulled
remains pulled-for ever. There are multitudes who.can
never forget, never completely shake off the superstitions
of their earlier life. And the lesson to gain from this is to
be careful with the young. See that they have the greatest
freedom of speech and learn to place in'its proper place the
value of correct reasoning.

The Danger of Seeing One’s Self

Many of our readers will remember that, about fifteen
years ago there was connected with religion a rather heavy
storm in a rather large teacup. Jt arose out of the appear-
ance of a film, | think, under the title of ‘“Green Pastures.”
Tlie Pastures were in Heaven, the angels were there, as
was Clod, who was a negro, dressed in ordinary clotlies and
smoking a ten cent cigar. Tie also entered into a conver-
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sation as to how many kegs of liquor v\ re taken into the
Ark with Noah and family, etc.

It. may be noted in passing that in 1882 the then editor
of this journal was sentenced to twelve months’ imprison-
ment for much the same offence. But times have changed
a bit, and that imprisonment was not without exerting an
influence on freedom of publication where religion is
concerned.

Of course, “ Green Pastures ” was not exhibited without
protests from the religious world.. Signed protests came
from leaders of different denominations. God was exhibited
as a man, and a black man at that. Christian leaders said
young people should not he permitted to see the film, the
necessity for this was the greater because the young people
of fifteen would be getting the first honest picture of
Christianity they had ever witnessed. It is certainly as
the early Christians saw their creed expressed, and if Jesus
ever lived it was, in substance, as lie saw it. More than
that, it is the way in which the majority of sincere
Christians see it to-day. When people pray for God to help
them, when they pray for rain for the crops, or victory for
a battle, when the sincere Roman Catholics drop cash into
a waiting box in church in order for someone to be cured
from a disease, or to secure a good price for a house that
is for sale, or a good position in this or that line of business,,
etc., it is on all fours with the black Christian God dis-
cussing the quality of “ fish-fry.” In short, God is either
someone with the qualities of a tnan—much enlarge'd—or
Christianity is just an impostor. The God of the “ Green
Pastures ” is essentially the God of the Christian religion.
Minor details are of no consequence. Of course the white
Christian does not like to think of God as a black man, and
the black man loves to think of God as one of his own.
colour. But these are minor considerations. God, it must
be remembered, can like or dislike, he can he pleased or
displeasd, he can listen to pleas for a variety of things, or
turn his head from them. If thrs is not the case, then all
the prayers that have ever been offered to him are, as
lawyers would say, null and void.

But what we have said covers a really wide and important
area. First of all, the objection to religious plays is that
they bring before the eyes of the onlookers a view of things
that they may 8ee in an entirely different manner. On the
stage the historical tone of the actor is apt to be taken at
its proper value. The preacher, instead of being looked
upon as the sacred servant of God, is likely to be taken as a
rather interesting actor. The music must bo “ sacred
music, as if any music can be more or less sacred. The
language of the Church belongs largely to the past, and its
quality is apt to he noted in the theatre. A new point may
lead to an understanding of old points, and that again is
likely to react to the disadvantage of the clergy. There
is a deal of difference between such as “ 0 Lord let us have
some rain before the week is out, or our crops will. . .”
and “ O Lord we beseech thee,” etc., etc. It
difference between humbug and sincerity.

is the

The parson does not outrage nature and common sense by
his elocution for the mere sake of making himself a derisive
object. He does it because it is the only way he can pro-
long the existence of his craft. Religion, -whatever form it
takes, derives directly from the savagery of primitive times.
Whether it be ideas or living organisms, they can live only
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. iz]lg givl'c
m a suitable environment. Tge priest will cia™ i, ’
breath where the scientist cannot bréathe. . . odl
: . v one e T e i, Wit» g
important thing after-atl1s not how te get r «V
the vital question is, “ What are we to doW. 1 D

we have found him?” - (,QHK-s"
CHAPMAN

THE APOCALYPSE—* REVELATION » N

REVOLUTION !

. - il

In the canon of the New Testament one book”™ p*book is **

marked and arresting distinction from the rest, dinglP 1
one which concludes the New Testament, and, acc&m;

entire  Bible,” as accepted 5y all the Christian Churches- #

Revelations of St. John the Divine” (i.e.,, “ Divine
sense of “ Theologian,” not of “ God *A S«*-*
—but more accurately described as “ The Apocalypse

literary ggenre to which it bglongs. i ms
The Apocalypse, as we shall, henceforth, term J»
close parallels in the purely Jewish Old lestan  ijod"I

particular, “ Daniel....and..:.Ezekiel,”..both of Whi¢h < -1
are largely apocalyptic in character. That is, which I"*~ol-'l
foretell the future in a series of visions couched in” |
l.ingiiagl' And like these purely Jewish forerunners, Iu” *
Christian writer who was the author of the N.T. ApocalyP™A,,,-
a complicated oriental symbolism which is not found a0 .,.|
-he ,i the predominantly Greek New Testament, and wh"W, ,
the book a character that marks it off sharply from the rest  J
New testament. As many critics of the Apocalypse,
baffled by this, to our Western minds, bizarre *®N
they quite mistakenly take form for matter and [0
book as “ John’s Nightmare,” it will not be amiSS rﬁlxél liter80'
a word on the historical and artistic antecedents to

t
form of the Apocalypse. It goes without saying tha COjjtiOl
tators have excelled themselves in the fantastic nu r j pow
which they have placed upon this most misundcrstooi in

Imagination lias run riot. Perhaps the high water-m~»

speculative orgy was reached by St. Jerome who de ' J*
the text: “ There was silence in Heaven for the sFiCyOn
an hour” (cp. Rev., ch. 8 v. 1), the notable cone A0

there are no women in Heaven! Incidentally, one O
fantastic commentaries on the Apocalypse came from
of—Sir Isaac Newton !

The Jews, like their Mohammedan successors—f°r>1I",, Je™"
Islam is ifsolf kind of wuniversal Judaism, a
Catholicism, as the present writer has elsewhere h' ulp?j
were forbidden by their veligion to indubge in painting 1 1. ~
and all arts which involve representation of the hum2" b°dy'
of which were banned by the Law’ of Moses, as '»“.|
Rowan, ae * Tddlafory.” Bof as it is one o7 fhe MU *
ancient Hebrew literature that it is incapable of ab&tieC
has to fall back upon symbolism ; lor which last p ~d ittii-;
kind of pictorial art is essential. The O.T. Hebrews, n@C»
borrowed wholesale from the art of the pagan races " - *
their history had brought them into closest cOLE|l| thiy,
Babylonian and Assyrian .empires which had enslaved I’ j A
ported the Hebrews to Mesopotamia between the eighth aAiftril
centuries B.C. It is this, to our artistic judgment, "
and grotesque art which specialised, soto speak, in A "Il
and human-animal hybrids, that “John,” like E*?Yjgiti
Daniel before him, had recourse to for the esoteric sym ¢
which.the author of the Apocalypse clothed his “ Reveh* jir

One can add that he copied his antique Mesopotamia'1jpii‘l,

dite accurately. Those who doubt this and too Iighé;e.('j J
the entire book as a “ nightmare,” are recommeu \o*v
British Museum's handbooks on ancient Oriental art! % .pi 1
winged bulls and human-faced lions seem a trifle bw*

Jo®
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iiut il would be to take a narrow, not to say, Philistine attitude
*'1Uge the pictorial art of the ancient East exclusively by in
[Htistic canons, or, rather, prejudices of the Engli*' nlK1'
"lass il[ the 20th century' Is the art of the Royal Academy,
«l Mr. Epstein, really the last word?
»Surdities which result in taking Oriental symbolism as RJu R
J a}%%egr Igu]gsl;, clearly In connection with the
AYAARN "€ too short to waste, as so many Freethinkers
BeRIPn IU"ed to waste time elaborately demonstrating
* the “gleat fish'--whale?-could not possibiy have
Ka"'wed Jonah! When all that the author, who wrote
babulical Orientals, and not for literal-minded Ahddle-
Istern” Anglo-Saxon “ Tunffinnentalists,” meant to (omey
( picturesque little fable, was that Jonah went for three «a
" o'neveh, the City of the Fish-God Ea-Oannes!)
Ilut let us return to the Apocalypse. There seems little dou >t
, 7> book is, next to the Pauline epistlcs-or, rather, to th
first century sections of these so extensively re-writter
Pstles the oldest Christian document. The author is a Jew m -
Jdsll'n of the original pre-Pauline Galilean brand, to
b%& Jewish CHritianity \yas in no sense, a new religion,
il Jewish sect, yigleRtly “ Zionist” and anti-Roman, and
M ChT bispiration solely in Jewish sources. Whether the
h<t 5j.Ku»&d in an historic Jesus or not is doubtful. As the
4 fjati" s It present the question must be answered in the

‘N'Pol-'r ~We " some reason to suspect later Christian
tliP ,,°ns' At any rate, the author’s primary interest was
Coming ” of the Messiah to set up the

atfil, kingdom on the ruins of Rome, rather than in any

II' IS ~is "Christ,” throughout, is the “ Christ” of
tss|anic tradition, the avenger of mankind upon pagan
Ailaii, Etonian Empire. “ The Lamb slain from the
tin § 1  bhe world,” and not the later moralised Christ
[, t| (I,,]d century Gospels.
hiiii ."'s fund;UUfiital sense, the Aliceiilypsc is a «Jewish vathei
" "pill ‘,istian book and M. Couchoud is probably correct
dtlie o5l4i18 it to be the most accurate representation extant
bp. p "lbest forms of (what was later to become) Christianity
*h [ bouchbiid—"* The Book of Revelation ™).
ofilly 1as s date and authorship are concerned, we shall
S isf W wrong if we follow Renan in ascribing it to a
M 111iy before thfc capture of llie Holy City, Jerusalem,
# E "rnin« °i the Temple by Titus in a.d. 70, say a.d. 689
"Nkate ,|ian—" Antichrist 7). To those who, beneath the
“t'ratv  1lb°lism, can eoniact the actual life of a long bygone
Revolt/I” with all its Imman passions and hopes and fears, th >
Holers of John is stamped on every page with the marks
, ™ epoch of physical and cultural conflict. Rome,
*the n ¢ mstri'f8 °f the pagan world, “ drunk with the blood
Nesal,.,lai"ts,” js locked in the final death grapple with
Ig § jI *ic¢ holy symbol.of the chosen people of God.
j/tya|( 1,I" unequal struggle, when Palestine, about (lie size
"H'lohi " 'S m*tched with the Roman world-empire, the'most
‘hujijy ~ war-machine thus far known in history, comprising
MNestia] © 1"tire civilised world, their passionate expectation
, ifely  assrstance remained the last hope of the Jews, and is
"Mniy-'-"-sible in the historic milieu of ai> 70. The
i"'b. iIQ,<Sdl!lb who makes his spectacular descent from heaven
ia.,. ’ 'Ves the only person who seemed capable of succeed-
Agonist Maiul'bal and so many other redoubtable human
ﬂ&:@%bad fuiled in humbling the pride of Rome!
a : Is. then, round about a.d. 70, the author, as wo
Om his dedicatory epistle to the “ seven churches
> < ""0 which are in Asia,” was named John, and, from the
I' Miily t“ne> in which he spoke, was evidently a person of
ti, "I the Jewish-ChrisTian congregations. AW sis' no
i | <ct the very ancient Christian tradition, which can
*l), ,,back to Justin Martyr, who himself lived in Ephesus
« that the author was the Apostle John, the son of

"lity
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Zebi'dee, one of the Apostolic founders of the Messianic Jesus-
scult. *“ Boanerges, the Son of Thunder,” whom the Gospels
represent as calling down fire from heaven, would be a most
appropriate author, as M. Couchoud aptly comments, for this
book whose proper mise-en-scene is thunder and lightning!

Indeed, the above supposition as to the authorship tallies with
the also very ancient tradition that John, who lived at Ephesus
until an advanced age, where a 2nd century tradition records
that he died in the reign of Trajan (a.d. 98-117), had been a
Jewish priest “ who wore the golden breast-plate.” For the
Apocalypse shows that interest in and expert knowledge of
temple ritual which we might expect from a priest. And in
a.d. 70, Palestine would, no doubt, have been an uncomfortable
abode for the leader of what Hebrew fanaticism regarded as an
heretical and apostate sect!

(N.B.—That great French critical scholar, Joseph Tunnel, has
recently argued for an entirely revised conception of the
Apocalypse. According to him, it is a Jewish, originally anti-
Christian book written by a partisan of Bar-Cockba, the Jewish
Messiah (131-5) who, and not Jesus, is the “ Lamb ™ referred
to. But the argument, though' erudite and ingenious, is exces-
sively speculative and hardly justifies us in setting aside all
earlier findings in so drastic a manner (cp. J. Tunnel—
“ L’Apocalypse "—21938).)

It only remains to add that the Apocalypse is written in
“ gutter-Greek,” as even Mgr. Knox admits in his recent trans-
lation of the New Testament, and was obviously the work of a
man who' thought in Hebrew or Aramaic before writing in
Greek. Unlike the so-called Gospel of “ John,” which could not
possibly be by the same author, the work is a product tf
Semitic, and not Hellenistic culture in both style and contents.

v F. A RIDLEY
(To be continued)

ROYAL VISIT

I AM still a child, and | like a circus or a show of any kind.
I am easily pleased; clowns and pantaloons, red noses, hot
pokers, sawdust, and paper hoops, a comic policeman, and a
harlequin who, with the touch of a wand, made wonderful
changes—ah me, are such things merely the memories of age
and senility ?

Still, the circus is always with us. A pompous Italian clown
gives an English pantaloon a useless red hat, making the V sign
as he is carried about by male performers in petticoats, while
other low comedians swing stink-pots, splash water, or beat
their tummies. The show is filmed and the whole world sees it.
But nobody laughs—except me; but then | can’t discriminate
and | often think that the highly paid clowns generally put up
a jolly poor show. Sixty years ago Queen Victoria visited
Edinburgh and the city was en fete. Thousands lined the streets
and as my father had an office with a commanding view of fho
route, our family were lucky. There was much to see—those
were the red-coat soldier days, and horses are more picturesque
than motors. Many carriages passed. A momentary hush, and
then a mighty cheer went up as the Royal carriage passed the
window, and the venerable monarch bowed to her subjects. My
mother turned to me, her face flushed with excitement.

“ Did you set- her, Johnny?” she asked in reverent tones.

“ Och,” I answered with deep disappointment, “ was that the
Queen? Just an auld woman like Grandma!”

I have never got over that shock, and the mourning for the
dead Consort has coloured my outlook on those performances.
Popes, Kings, Queens, have fine clothes and jewels, and | think
we are entitled to better displays.

But 1 would be ungallant if | suggested that Princess
Elizabeth did not play her part charmingly during her recain,
visit to Belfast. All the world knows—via the “ Eyes anu Ears
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of the World "—how charmingly she can mend a puncture to
the smiling approval of her Koyal parents, and the amazement
of the AT.S.

It is the direction which | think is at fault. ,That is, of
course, to please me, but as everybody else seemed satisfied T
am, as usual, like the recruit who fancied he was the only one
in step. But am | the only person who meditates or reflects on
the inwardness or significance of events? What is being done,
or what is contemplated when a ltoyal visit is staged, when
something has to be laid, launched or opened in spectacular
fashion so that the public are deeply impressed ?

The most important thought in the world today is the
avoidance of another war; it would have been fitting had the
foundation stone been laid of a Temple of Peace. But I’'m
afraid that would have been a flop. So, to show our desire for
peace we launch the world’s best-ever in war potential. It is
fitting that the clergyman who introduced the Princess in true
“ Canon Fodder ” manner should tell us that, “ The *Eagle"
will be the most powerful fighting force in the navies of the
world.” It must never be forgotten, as Winwood Reade tells us,
that God is but another word for king; devotion to a living
monarch is called loyalty, worship of a dead one, piety. Realism
reveals royalty in human habiliments. Without mysticism,
God, and the fulsome adulation of toadies a princess would bo
merely a young woman. The wearing of ordinary garments
certainly militates against reverence of “ the people,” but the
Press comes to the rescue, with syruperlatives about royalty.

As the crowds were dispersing | thought about Cunninghame
Graham. Who was he, what did he do, and why did | think
about him? Well, he was a great writer, and his account of
the funeral of Queen Victoria recurred to me because there was
some similarity between a scene at that event, and one at this
visit.

Graham describes in masterly language the solemnity of the
occasion.  In her 60 years reign “ she was the mother of us
all .. .” is a phrase which he constantly repeats after glowing
accounts of our phenomenal progress in art, science, invention
and the general well-being of civilisation during that period.
She was the mother of us all, oven the lowliest. . The
London streets were returning to normal. Many sightseers had
brought improvised lunches, and the remnants of one such had
been thrown in the gutter. A dog sniffed at it, then passed on.
An old man dressed in rags pounced upon the paper, and
eagerly devoured the contents which had been despised by the
animal!

Well, on the edge of the Belfast crowd a man was distributing
copies of a handbill. It said that there were 35,000 people “ on
the dole ” in Northern Ireland, and citizens were invited to a
meeting to discuss lhis emergency. An unkempt individual near
me looked at his bill, then crushed it into a ball and threw it
away contemptuously.

'rime marches on. A dead queen goes, a living princess comes
Wo talk of Peace, we build for War. What say they? They
need work? Give them a circus. Biff goes the bottle. Perfectly
timed. Champagne charmingly chucked. On your way, Death
Dealer, good killing. Terriffic cheering, almost as hilarious as
in “ Workers Playtime.”

It makes you think, or does it?

J. EFFEL.

All the best work is done the way ants do things—by tiny but
tireless and regular additions. Remember that nothing can be
beautiful which does not contain truth, and that making an
imagination beautiful means also to make it partly true__
LaPCADTO H KAItN.

Honour is worth its danger and its cost, and life is worthless
without honour. Bkjinaum Shaw.
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BURKE, VANSITTART, AND GERMAN"

I WAS recently reading a short biography of Edmum ~ WY
it were several passages from his speeches on the < '™i . jall wk*
if Independence. | regard Burke as a cheap 1 e uf 2"

was blind to change and ignorant of progress, bUtharg/é*A Afid>

. - . C
phrases are a line reply to the entirely unjust German @

The proverb runJ'! 'S man'nS against the whole ">.......

Vansittart’s attji t>eie ‘s a fqol born every minute, h™
attltud’e Is that 0? a f%ori, anéymo&g t%g‘,o !

mail whp is blinded. . Gl

reafuses Po See {P]e ?I,Y Hssi°n or by ignorance,

his outrageous ,rill © S they will reveal the futility 1
I« can p n , He seeks to indict a whole

on of more & gy 9 BTom! g frah_lRl ik PR

of million blind, ignorant, apatheti.C, and" typically H'gp

fools, and some political racketeers gave an Austrian *  “he'

house-painter assistance in helping political racKett

quarters to wreck the world. - G fl
The supporters of an erroneous creed say, IR effect  "¢i..g

Germans stew in their own juice. Let them have n

rights or communications odtside Germany itself. ~;jl tb

starve, J-iet them die. Let typhoid and cholera rai"P<'p" ;)

way from Brandenburg to Bohemia, and we’ll sit back fg\ *jti,(p
ecency prevents me from applying to these peop’fét-l

«

iz G’Hy_—deSerVe' Sumce’to'demolish their ideas $
| "agraph’is an attempt to upset their misguided talk and

impracticable suggestions.

If we are to leave the Germans to stew in then
Europe will suffer. Refusal of communications will * * it
Danube. This will create chaos in the Balkans, if sl,i, . ircif"
of affairs has not existed there for some considerable tin1 t'1
To leave Germany no trading rights would be to »  jpiHL
world of the resources, the tremendous resources, Of t'1 \yin
Chaos again. If we allow starvation and disease jfrf
Germany, it will he no improvement on themcom!!ttoa
c<luntrii under a form <# control on which Vdiisitiintq
to be mi improvement. Vansittartism is impractica
crude unlimited Nazism; Lord Vansittart has a lot to

Earlier in this article mentioned attempts to 'n?( to
nation. | have much to add to that. What are = 18
accused of? Fighting for the Nazis? The defence worlid Ptr.ck
they had fought for Germany, which is not the same thn1”
of resistance to the party when it commenced its polHA ,bl1

le,  The Brits , Py
which put into power the party of which the Noble ’
member sat back and grinned whilst that same, ¥-v jjn _
metal and material to Germany which came back m |
bombs and bullets. The same public, sat back and grin'l 0
that party ran them into war, and hurled them int® 'J|(t iTL
which the worst is vet to come. Lord Vansittart has '
demned the -British electorate for- its action w .. Js
supporting Fascism.  What right has he and his ' j
condemn the German public for following the same I'® j£ilUL

“1 do not know the method of drawing up an 1

. ow"

li 1

w08
Other “attackers of Germany suggest that they be <I'r1nls
the Franchiise, demikel the +ight to form |political lal cf |
be re-educated in the principles and functions "« 1 " ¢'1
government! The fact that the third of these can"”
without the other two is studiously overlooked. ill's
The most brutal of all are those who say that all
bad, are war-mongers, are Nazis, and are sub-humans.
the real Fascists. | am reminded again of Burke: f--g‘”‘l
“ Am | not to avail myself of whatever good is to hi’
the world because of the mixture of evil that is in it’ m vjall
who raise suspicions of the good on account of the be © ~rl
evil men are of the party of the latter. A conscie"*'1
would rather doubt his own judgment than condemn
He that accuses all mankind of corruption should reinZ
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In truth | shouli m 7 ~ratberatelini
,Awv0lthmess

< "ill convict only one.

ihiise whom | have at any time disrelished t u ne.
Perfection, than seek” a consolation of my

Ta general communion of depravity with at a
« come next to the ill-informed observers " 10s*

that Germany
. M“um and

always hate England, and that however A 1() be
""ever we re-educate them they will a" I'r we must treat
*nenged on England. They say that tuu that when *x¢

,":sf Huns rough whiLst \ge are m ¢ e more wars for
| e Ger

f nio,
: gfare_w!Eh rglwn t mans will start
ﬁﬂlriv...a SImiiar GO of ieir own ‘medicine. 1turn to Pitt the
""gev and to Burke for the replies to that: . th(*

,H_?Zeofs%ggﬁtign that one nation will reman, etcrnany

%r is monstrous.

""riinrs  An< offert of fidelitd, (‘leniency, kindness, ill the
" Tiled Vence, goodwill,, order, and esteem the.
Nobody «hall persuade me where avwhole nation”

£*"«1, that acts of lenity are not means of conciliation-
ﬁmlé@e@“ﬁ?'(l with me is not whether yon have u right t"
i &

i Ople miserable but whether it is in your interest
1",p them Happy,»

. not what a lawyer tells me I may do,but what
I "™by, reason, and justice, tell me I ought to jlo.
1,™T Vansittart and the people who support any of the policies
, mentioned are doing more harm than has been done by
"v"p 0 IH°P'e they seek to condemn. They are creating a
@ fascism, A Fascism of greater intolerance, greater
dM ss'llii> and greater uni-partyism. They should be in tu
at -b'ureinhurg alongside of the rest of the Nazi Party.
FRANCIS 1. GOULD.

N HUGO’S “ LES MISERABLES ”
the

“i fgh?Wing preface appears iy an old copy of the novel
I *fnlé/llserables "1 * 50 |gRg 88 there shall exist, by virtue of
‘Jt'|¥|,, oistom, decrees of damnation pronounced by society,
b"tht T ' Il'ated hells amid the civilisation of earth ; so long as
HHaiij» hll'at problems of the century—the degradation of mail
" ([J jauperism. the corruption of woman through hungei.
"Myas [I'K °f children through lank of light—are unsolved;

"hi,  (ml asphyxia is possible in any part of the world.-,

e

calce wHh a still wider significance, so long
'Es IInd poverty exist on earth, books if the nature
hv  “"cables * cannot fail to be of use.”

In,|" "I'y he sure that the fertile genius of Victor Hugo was
th, ""'Hy stirred when he contemplated these iniquities, and
matt"Sult *Kseen in the incidents related in the novel. In the
I'k  ~ Slbject, characterisation, and style does this novel
Jecksl The greatest ever written ?  Bearing in mind that the
must, be paramount and that no novel can be
oss W unless it makes a strong appeal to moral con-
Uior £ W€ answer is. Yes. Is with the novel so with th<
*_lijiim" tho_ realm of literature —we shall say Flench literature
"W, criticism—Victor  ugo is unsurpassed in accomplish-
"1 "ap+i lin|bn8 mental and emotional activity, and, in the range
Hstr, ,'l:v  his genius in rhythm and rhyme, unparalleled
"I4i<$ f( lat Hugo has been criticised for mistaking preposter-
Lt i n * 8nn(lcur, of being entirely without humour, of
I‘_si;.(,‘bl,ll"" rs, unci of an inordinate use of antithesis. Even
ey ~perfections remain insignificant blemishes on the
| lddi 1'Vls °T his work. In other words, we gratefully
Priceless jewels he offers us, and hardly notice a few
|t irpQshght defcllice may be advanced agginst the dayg-
IVl WIs entirely lacking in humour. Gleams are discerned
I "lits F1'L  his works. A study of the character of Gavrocho
'h T, ‘"wfediies,” shows distinct possibilities in this silbtl.
Hiit * b'd of tin matter is that in the treatment of his
"M.I'/ “Her, Hugo, in his earnestness and dramatic intensity.
Niloy jrrelevant.  That is not to say he did not use it.

> A
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Another charge against Hugo is his prolixity in the use of
factual knowledge and data. Page after page from encyclopedia
and reference books have been inserted into “ Les Misérables ” on
such diverse subjects as the history #of convents, slang—and
sewers ! This circumstance may prove exasperating to a super-
ficial reader, but the author cannot he charged with being dull
or uninteresting. The data fits into the story, and the action
embraces the data. Furthermore, the interesting and informative
way in which the subjects are introduced tends to enhance the
understanding of the didactic purpose of the novel.

“ Les Misérables ” provides us with a fascinating psychological
study. Jean Yaljean has to decide whether or no to follow the
dictates of his conscience and do that which he feels to be per-
fectly right, and cause others to suffer indirectly owing to his
following the strict line of moral rectitude. This is described
with the highest degree of literary skill and is known as the
Champmathieu Affair. No writer of fiction has surpassed Huge
in his studies of the human mind, its grandeurs, and its depths.
The chapter headed “ A Tempest in a Skull ” has been described
as one of the most powerful passages in all literature, anil is
told with 2 marvellous imaginative realism of detail.

The first of Hiigo’s great “ social novels,” “ Les Misérables,”
appeared in 1863 ; simultaneously in nine languages. The author
was then 61 years of ago. The success of the novel was very
great because of its social and political implications. Despite
certain extravagances it is a curious and wonderfully impressive
story, and, as in his other novels, evokes sympathy for ilim
“under-dog.” It is a matter for opinion whether Hugo, as a
great creative artist, did himself justice in turning his attention
to the novel. It is held that the novel lias’all the marks of an
inferior genre, and few of the really great writers who have been
attracted hy its facility and popularity have been able to find
satisfaction within its limits. Hugo had already achieved fame
as a poet and a playwright. His work “ Les Chatiments,” is
considered to be the greatest achievement in all literature in the
fusion of pure poetry with political and personal satire. The
circulation of such a work must have been limited in proportion
to that of a great novel. Hugo was only 29 years of age when he
wrote “ The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” and during the inter-
vening period had written many plays and much poetry. IL
knew his power. He would reach the masses through the medium
of the novel. In IlLes Misérables ” he would tug at the heart
strings of humanity ; ho would stir the moral consciousness of the
people “ to see whether their basest metal be not moved.” Not
many people could be unmoved by reading this novel.

Hugo used the novel as a stalking-horse, from behind which
he shot at the social evils of his day. Ho was not content merely
to write about them. He fought and suffered exile for his beliefs
and his actions. He, too, in a sense, became one of “the
wretched,” an outcast, an exile, and was in danger of his life.
Although it is true that some.of the social evils have been
ameliorated, if not eliminated, vestiges of the evils mentioned
in the preface quoted are still apparent, and vary considerably
in all countries.

It may be asked whether the characters drawn in “ Les
Misérables ” are types or individuals. They are both, and herein
lies tin; greatness of Hugo’s imaginative realism. Consider the
events and experiences of “Les Misérables” (the Wretched) in
Europe during the past few years. Are they not paralleled by
the experiences of the characters in the novel? Alter a few dates,
names and minor details, and Les Misérables written nearly 90
years ago might he a page of modern history and adventure.
Viewed in this light we may question whether the charges against
Hugo of mistaking preposterousness for grandeur, of creating
monsters, of being antithetical, of lacking humour, can he
sustained. In teiiipestuousness of thought* range and power of
emotionalism, beauty of expression and dramatic intensity, Hugo
has affinity, with a supreme master in the art of music—Beethoven.
One does pot read the one, or listen to the other, unmoved.

S. GORDON 110GG.



ACID DROPS

The Bishop of Liverpool organised a Seaside Mission at
Southport. He decided that the meeting on the sands would
attract a good gathering. Of course it would, no matter what
the subject happened to be. .So there were crowds and plenty
of “ heckling,” which means there were plenty ready to “ go
for 7 the Bishop.  The unsatisfactory part of it is that the
Bishop answered only a few questions, and those in a very
peculiar manner.  Thus, to the question: Why, if there is a
God, is not life better than it ish And the Bishop seems to
consider it a satisfactory answer that; “ We say emphatically
we still believe in God.”

Now that may be quite a satisfactory answer—to the Bishop,
lie is where he is, and evidently intends to remain where he is;
but some of his listeners were not at all satisfied. Nor will it
do to complain that some of God's children are very bard to
control. That may be, but God appears to have a peculiarly
bad method of making people suffer who have not been bad at
all. We know the Bishop will say that God will put all things
right, but he should interfere to pre-rent, not merely exist to
punish. There is also the poisoning of children with filthy ire
cream, What is God doing to stop that?

There was another telling question put to the Bishop which
he simply evaded. A woman asked why tin? Church of England
excluded women from the priesthood.  The Bishop came very
ne'ar to telling a lie. He said that women did give addresses in
the Church, But that was just an evasion. First, it is only in
recent years that this small amount of privilege was granted,
but she is not allowed to preach in the pulpit. That is kept
strictly,for men. The Bishop was not honest, and we are willing-
to swear that when woman comes to preach nonsense, and
describe impossible things, she will be as good a band as any
man.

A qu]Jestion was asked about tied and the bomb. The Bishop
thought that it was a difficult thing to decide whether the
Atomic, bomb should have been dropped on the Japanese, but
he seemed quite certain that it ought not to 'be dropped on
“TJS”  But really there is only one God, according to the
Bishop, and lie rules the world, and man. And if we have
another war we feel quite certain we shall be carrying out God’s
wishes whatever we do and whoever we shoot at. If we had
wished to end war God should have done so long ago. One gets
a little tired of a god who commits blunder after blunder and
then cannot find a better representative than the Bishop of
Eiverpool.

Before the war, Boland was one of the strongholds of Roman
Catholicism. It is true that it was strongly Nazi, but that
mattered not at all to the 11.C., for it also has a Nazi basis.
But now Boland has a Polish National Church, and il is, in
substance, offering all who wish to join the new Church to do so,
and that does not suit the Vatican and we may look out for
trouble—when the Roman Church finds opportunity for creatin
it. For the Vatican must rule alone where religion is concerned.

Mr. Richard O’Sullivan, K.C., has a very good reputation in
our law courts. But out of the courts he appears capable of
making the most astonishing statements concerning this country
and its relations to Christianity. Here is what he says, not in a
court, hut at an “ International Conference of Christians and
Jews.” Ho is reported as saying: —

“ The effect of a Christian system of law and politics is to
create a_body of free men living in the fellowship of a large
community.”

That is inqped news, startling news when one recalls the besic-
foundation of early English law, and the attitude of the Roman
Church—to which Mr. O’Sullivan belongs. As a lawyer he should
be well acquainted with the real basis of English law, and if he
will pay some attention to Professor Coulton’s * Five Centuries
ol Religion,” be will find that the Roman Catholic system was
anything hut a blessing to the English people.

m  aHoff
The Rev. P. Chalterton has written a small book " ivijtte”
be H@Pmbdh%&hbl&arWI-"_, Aoiisidering that the book is \vru-
I I the 110 in q,,.||;§\OJ/S as though religious marriagesIit
y the way, 110 ' i‘« are non-religious ones. There M

ogal marriagesare s A 'n England as a religious marring®
e oecular ones.

ampinS
o] Vv £roater ., "
D R BGOSR L b e

together are as valusM°\de pages telling a couple how to <'

tl-at are decided bv sf!1Y t0ssi™S “ heads or tails.” Mnrn* »
usually about the u™ I(-'m£ of characters and consequences -
"0i st marriages that are made.

s uiich S B S80S Roma e ndlisme &

ri
s ong on the almost denial of the right to neutralise mer rEI-ﬂi
seem T expressed. To common sense it « {
Qefifite teeling. of arfsction e est Wy is 1o sepdrater it 17
sooner the better. The whole matter here is not » '
rel(ijgion, it is a question of decency both for the utt >
md for whatever children there are. ft is a gpod Ithlnlg].t'!')tq
common sense, to make marriage a matter of civic Ff' ™ Hh1T

a fantastic religious doctrine. In this matter.it is not  rjga"™”
who thinks little of marriage, it is the rabid Christi»1L"
marriage as one of the weaknesses of human nature.
in
Although Eire is one of the jewels of Roman pres’0 H
although it contains the Elowcr of the Faith from 1* © " " |
down to its charwomen, its treatment of juvenile drihjsi
seems to have disturbed even its sheep-like priests. Mgk . [Yys 1L
condemned recently Eire’s Borstal system, which uunh H*

from 16 to 21 go to jail with such punishments A |0t
0’ nine tails, the rod, and the list. But surely he slum 1 “tlioF
plain. These punishments are entirely in tradition» ~ 7.
vein—in fact, when Popery was in full power they " 1"gliii'P
away more drastic. Cutting off noses and ears, to say  jn thit
chopping off hands, was a punishment in regular supllm piest
Catholic Golden Age the late Mr. Chesterton and t 1  fix
Mr. Belloc were alwzéys aﬁplauding. Eire’s Borst»' I
heaven itself compared with what were punishments then.

One of the regular writers in the Roman Catholic lini"1
pretends he is greatly astonished that a handful of * t711
should believe they have banished Hell. This gentlem»1L |, bp»ili
“ the credulity of the incredulous is so childlike. 91 (lidl'lt
that only a brute would wish to destroy their innoceii 1
Now those who write and speak for the Roman (hur< 1 fl»1'
fools, generally the real fools are kept in the liackg!"'1t «
of course, gives greater value to the “ fragrant lovelim ="Jii'r
the men of science are trying to destroy. We commend 1 " liisl
of the Catholic pamphlet “ Hell Open to Christians.” " p~ fiT,
a number of pictures of young people being.tortured ‘%1 ,ing
for ever—for the terrible sin of not saying prayers, no* " ()|
Church, etc., etc. That booklet used to he on sale ’Tjsindtl
but we believe it has been withdrawn, hut it is for sale 1

1ht
Best it should be thought that this is an old sto'-i || " *

teaching is now discarded, we commend a booklet ail 1"y

the Rev. Riekaby. Both writer and pamphlet are std| P,

can he bought from the “ Catholic Truth Society, ™38, F , 1

Square, London, price fid. According to the Rev. B

fire is “ real fire,” and there are pictures illustrating

torture of children for not having, gone to Church, etc

can give but one partly-detailed tale of Hell. Heere it :pv

is condemned to HMI. “ It sees thousands and inilti°s* | |

... On they come more swiftly than the wind. o

foremost ranks of the devils are near at hand, close &* ,p»t

They are hissing at it, spitting fire and venom on it. #1j;

out their great claws of red-hot fire to get hold of * || *|I£>.

There are many JJages of this kind of thin%, and we V Yu 1]

something should be done to those damnahle sclent'8% j-pl

trying to stop the children enjoying the future the BQb"

holds out to them.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

“AVOIKN- .

nt' F N.S.S.—Tho Gener, tai. fi
only !H(F]owrergées g gonatlhé)n O%ne(rzlvlligr(]:lcv? al. N FRgE
Oie Benevolent Fund of tho Society.

Orde
s for literature sliould be sent to .. BusiiRsh, MaamQer
| the Pioneer Press, 11, Gray’™ Inn «*'>
nnd not to the Nditor. a mt in connexion
bin’ll the services oj t/ic National .Secular 35  /oj.iruunirafiiais
"dli Secular Burial Services are reymrea, 0Setti,
*I°ulii be addressed to the Secretary, =

as long notice as possible. p uilishin<j
" great iRty R “ana Qfrosd) e
Vear: n’s

: Fla“'.'year, 8s. Gd.; three months, is. id.

%%F n°i‘ces must reach ¢1, (bay's Inn Hoad, London, TP.G. Z
le /w posf o+ Monday, or they will not be inserted.

SUGAR PLUMS

" Ivritt tHWncpd that when history of. Christianity comes to
"Tifa 1i" ""Partially and scientifically its influence on Me
“m i, « i man will he counted as its greatest crime. It
s (i'T its career by damning all people who disagreed with
‘Mthatr"US Alld “s soon as it secured Secular power it added
l%ml t;@lﬁstlal damnation for ever and ever# It burned, it

f’,(?d" ed. " |t made heaven secure for the fool and reserved
T 4im 18 BiiRker. 1t did not merely kill, it crammed the mind
I"g jf, W ““Posing on all a creed and a practice, that made

T iilJ| to think lest it should lead to eternal damnation,
@p'J,,,tlmi@m net to work by paralysing the mentality of the

: ‘t was doing only what the Church had been doing
"n t)* t(“turies. It is with us still.  When the Churches
"% *4 tin- education of the child it is Elaying the old
"to |[fs " 10 ‘aiiKL grows to manhood and womanhood and hands
‘s P iit" (It Ss the evils it lias been taught. Kingdnn Clifford
S |(Ig§p*f" . " ho said that if you would have your children good

citizens keep them away from the priest.

VW«
"'t fOll| » A Horfiihrook in various capacities, but wo have
t"K—not' 1M “1another. lie appears as a lover of tho boxing

LiQw 1j1““ operator but as a lover of the sport. He appears

1l(Te “hoot famous boxers in Kngland, France, and else-
|dl' of n resents his_experience in a booklet bearing the
Steri ure of tlie Ring.” He skips over the principal

" Sin,, I;)ne.aud- P{-Lllcej Australia, etc, We have never seen
““g, " "mtch and 'now we begin to think we have lost some-
“fin , d*“’ ninepence anyone can get a bird’s eye view of

7 ““d its masters. It is interesting.

Wfit,| Quotation from the pen of G. W. Foote, one of the
pv, 8 th“t ever held a pen in defence of Freethouglit,
Ja"y yeal’s ago :—
nillioi, IS M)t 11l PX4'avaf?at ‘on that in Kugland alone, twent
gill,! 1 Pounds a year are spent on religion. The figures fal
afl I>Gmthe tongue, hut just try to realise them. Think ot
Ug K“d, then of twenty times that. Take a single million
I*‘hlig. 1 what its expenditure might do in the shaping of
""mii Well then, just imagine not one million but
Pajry “dllions spent every year in maintaining and pro-
ri,0 *"'8 * certain religion. Is it not enough, and more than
1. to perpetuate n system which is firmly founded to
"'tli, on tlio education of little children,
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“ lleie lies tho strength of Christianity. It is not true, it
is not useful. Its teachings and pretensions are both seen
through by tens of thousands, but it has wealth to support it.
1Without money and .without price ” is the fraudulent language
of the pious prospectus. It would never last on these terms.
Withdraw the -money and the Black Army would disband,
leaving the people free to work out tlieir own Secular salva-
tion without the fear and trembling of a foolish faith.”

We do not wonder that Christians of his day thought that prison
was best place for him. If we had had the misfortune to have been
a Christian at that time we might well have come to the same
conclusion.

Owing to the paper shortage we were unable to meet all the
demands for the bound volume of “ The Freethinker ” for 1045.
Three copies have boon discovered in our stock room and those
who were disappointed in procuring a copy earlier this year should
writo at once for one. The price is 17s. Gd.

We are greatly indebted to those of our readers who send us
cuttings from local papers containing items of news they think
will ho of use, but some of them—quite useful ones—are without
the name and date of the paper from which the items are taken.
Will they he good enough to see these are not omitted.

MORE RELIGION

IT must have been a shocked House of Commons the other day
when Mr. Tom Driberg, who somehow combines a fervent belief
in Anglo-Catholioism with his Socialism, wanted to know why
Dr. Frank Buchman and his Oxford lambs—or should 1say sheep ,
—were -allowed to land here freely and openly to propagate a
kind of religion which to a true-born Christian was to say the
least, highly distasteful?  That the Tories must have been
shocked goes without saying—though perhaps they expected this
kind of thing from the other side; but it appears that some ol
the Labour members wore so horrified that they sat down anil
wrote a remarkable disclaimer to that active champion of
Christian rights—the “ Daily Mail,” and, of course, the “ Daily
Mail ” published it.

“ As members of the Parliamentary Labour Party, we desire
to dissociate ourselves,” they wrote, “ from the attack made by
Mr. Tom Driberg upon Frank Buchman and those working with
him towards Moral lie-armament. . . We believe flint civilisation
will be submerged in a welter of selfish materialism unless the
spirit of M.R.A. ... is understood and practised in all walks of
life . . and there followed 48 gallant signatures—not one of
which, | sadly confess, | remember ever seeing before.

Our strongly Socialist contemporary, “ John Bull,” though
it probably knew quite well how awfully wrong it was to limit
the activities of any Christian gentleman going about doing good,
seems to have been quite undeterred by religious inhibitions, and
recently gave its readers two pages of a report on Dr. Buchman
and his Apostles which, while, skimming as closely as it dared
to the danger line, must have left most of the people who read it,
if tin-y were Christians, all hot and bothered.

“ Is it Brotherhood or Big Business? ” asks “ John Bull ” and
then proceeds in such a way as to leave no doubt whatever in the
minds of its intelligent readers.

How many years that Buehman Brotherhood has been working
| canilot recollect, but we are told that its bank balance on
September 30, 1945, stood at £120,261 10s. 2d.—“ and among
recent gifts was one of £11,000.” This certainly does not look as
if the Doctor or his Apostles had nowhere to lay their heads, and
1am quite prepared to believe that with such a sum behind any
organisation there would be plenty of “ Brotherhood ” as well.

When tin* old—perhaps the present—Salvation Army made a
convert, the change was generally credited to being washed in
the Blood of the Lamb, though I must acknowledge that many of
the converts | saw had a good deal of the original dirt left on



316

them when they passionately declared their faith in Christ. What
the Buchmanite attributes tlie “ change ” to unless its to their
own special pleading, | do not clearly understand, but change you
must if you want to join the Holy Group. You have to be
Absolutely Honest, Absolutely Pure, Absolutely Unselfish, and
p»'oclaim Absolute Love. sAnd the greatest of these is (I
apprehend) Purity.

I am not surprised. “ Purity ” with the Buchmanites means
something they connect with sex, a passion for which seems to
have always bothered Christians and to which they at one time
attributed almost all, if not quite all, the Sin in the world and
which ultimately could only be washed away in the Blood ot
Jesus when he died on the Cross. It is really extraordinary how
soon we reach the sexual,question when we get another brand of
Christianity; "

You must openly confess your “ Impurity "—though | am
ready to admit that if you cannot do this in a mixed company
you can do what a converfrrecorded by “ John Bull ” did, throw
your pipe on the fire, and loudly exclaim, “ That’s my gift to
Jesus!” What joy there must be in Heaven when such a
tremendous sacrifice is earnestly and sincerely made !

As in all similar movements a great splash is always made bj
the imposing list of converts drawn from high places. If
Dr. Buchman cannot show a Sir Oliver Lodge or a Sir A. Conan
Doyle as can the Spiritualists, the picture of Dr. Buchman
presenting his book on Moral Re-Armament to Mae West ought
to turn the scale in his favour—though 1 do feel, looking at it,
that 1ran almost hear the dazzling and fascinating blonde say-
ing sottn voce in her most charming Middle West accent—or is
it from the Bowery?—1The Sucker!

If Dr. Buchman feels that lie has a Mission in this world,
so | am sure must many another Christian Saint, arid among them
is a Chicago Doctor of Divinity called Torrey Johnson. The
name Torrey recalls to me that other American Evangelist Dr.
Torrey who early this century thought also to come to England
lo collect converts and cash, and who, branded as an exceptionally
ugly liar, was almost hounded out of the country by that great
journalist-——also a Christian—the late W. T. Stead. | expect
Mr. Torrey Johnson, however, knows nothing of all this as he is
only thirty-six years old, and his mission is, says the “ Leader
Magazine,” “ to bring the whole Protestant world back to good
old-fashioned religion this year.” This seems to be a much more
hefty job than anything Dr. Buchman has so far attempted.

Mr. Johnson limits his task to the Protestant world, but he
admits even then it’s Herculean.

For instance, in Great Britain, which he recently visited, he
says he found only one person, in the age groups under thirty,
out of 100 go to church. This is rather optimistic, anyway, but
with such a nucleus he hopes in a four months’ intensive
campaign with his organisation, the “ Youth For, Christ Inter-
national,” to bring most of the population here to Christ’s feet
almost in a jiffy. He believes in terrific publicity and terrific
noise, lie has big drums in plenty, and pretty girls playing
saxophones, flutes and even louder musical instruments, and
singing in a great heavenly chorus.

Behind the Doctor, when In- is winning souls, is a huge head
of Jesus looking as little as possible as a Palestinian Jew though
with the traditional flowing locks and beard. And between them
lie has hooked in 1,500,000 American boys and girls whose
deprivation of a few miserable hamburghers and ice-cream sodas
every week, keeps the Doctor’s home going very comfortably
indeed. 1do not expect his success in this dog darn’d old country
will be quite so flamboyant or so certain as he does.

So far, the negro God Almighty, Father Divine, has not
intimated his desire to bring us here back to him in all humble-
ness, but | see that he has hit the limelight and made news ana
big headlines in spite of the fact that even in America his claims
to genuine Divinity can never exactly rival those of Jesus, fie
has married a white girl disciple, his “ sweet Angel,” and | am
BV no means sure that this holy sacramental art is altogether
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but there really shon'l'f 1 am-incl>ned to agree with them
of God always apne-ii-\ T suH»'ise at the event. These I'""1
fny others about we 'l female Flowers, and if there arc
“fat and forty” Weuld never expect them to marry dr-
Dlv«e had done so th!” the “ coal black mammies.” If F"th"r

Roiled down in .iid< Woujd have been no story.

difference between Dr 1 expect there is very hid"
Divine’s religion. Hoi m ,Umn’s- Dr. Johnson’s and Father
tlus year of grace m m the name of all that is wonderful, j"
man, nowadays ,.,ii,, *,, Primitive fears arid hopes of early
followers is someth!» ~Christian religion, can still 'l

&vls ;Ind demo,Swhen a"’,s<.- g°blins and ghosts, ang"l'
SUOh & holy collection ? <n WU th® ~od Lord deliver us ffl*
1. CUTNEIh

THE GOD OF BERNARD SHAW

uir
ALL Atheists, «Secularists and Freethinkers may bun jjjjon in
Mr. G. Bernard Shaw’s heart, according to his own al™ ~ uf in
his recent letter to the “ Freethinker,” is not ‘“the 11, (li1
despairing pessimist sinking into a heap <f sa"''|lylO’
dear no. He was referring to other people’s hearts.  _fOuF
“sand 7 ? There are many less savoury substances “ Ohai"
sink into—sand is so clean and smooth and soft; the egiltly
medans even wash in it when there is no water availabh'»,* OV
any honest-to-goodness despairing heart would select u , f»l
quagmire in which to gasp and gurgle and finally X, Iporac
then again—would it finally expire ? If Mr. Shaw’s Lib Jib
really “the goods” wo must presume that it -woulH
allusion to the biological fact that, there is no discover® |  n'l
difference between a live body and a dead one (provider ' gunl
been dead too long!) seems to infer that the Life 1
thing entirely extraneous to the physical body—soim T
electrical current which charges the human machine 11 ill-1
animate jt for some obscure reason of its own, and »
decides to switch itself off when it considers the body ¢'j *
its useful purpose ! How and why it does all this we , il
Mr. Shaw is quite content to call it a miracle and a inys ..j 11
to leave it at that. But then the Christians are also O,
call the workings of their God miracles and mysteries, ¥ re
not seem to have advanced very far—merely pxcliang
Unknown for another Unknown. pit

It sometimes happens that during a surgical OIHLit" .pitll
patient’s heart ceases to function—in other words tin it
dits. But by skilful manipulation and massage of ' .liail™
muscles the surgeon has succeeded in re-starting the pit
and so the patient comes back to life again. Now d n
Force is something entirely extraneous how in the the  7j
all that’s wonderful can it return to the body it has <
left? IThere has it been in the meantime and why does C * ii'
to return at all? Also we are not too convinced 11 H
influence on the Mind—as per Mr. Shaw’s ,illustratin'?®*” p
man who might have been a prosperous village church™«"
instead decides to become the persecuted Freethinker.

Why is it necessary to admit the existence of a Fif F I‘pr‘
order to explain one’s change of inindl And does n
that Woman, who is always, changing her mind, possess1® .
Life Force than mere Man? Surely the Buddhist <* v
Re-incarnation offers the most logical explanation of * ti"
ing mental attitudes, our different likes and dislikes ana | 01
preferences, our attachments to certain kinds of anil™1 =
Rars of fire or water:-the--catl” ofthe sea/ desert or Mngl il
tho Squire and the Penguin complex ! All these may j;ir
the results of experience in a former earthly life. It w'
explain why Bernard Shaw is a genius and | am not

Buddhism, which is more m system of mind cultus*
religion, seems to lie the only reasunniti? philosophy 1
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P not ™tail any blind belief in a superna-"1* %H@(‘)’L\)X/ag'e 56&
Mythical relic of the primitive past but t ;ts Caching

hying and the development of a good charat >~ ~ ,, through
i the advancement and final perfection o 1L
successive stages of existent™»

Furthe
apparentm%r(ﬁlalﬁ@g%wa”i‘njggﬁ%eé%%@m? - Admitting the Law

°( Compensation and by the hypothesis.

“Qur actions still pursue us *5°™  wOareT”
And what we have been mates us A Freethinker*
Nam iully aware that the majority ( Q followed
""«quite happy to accept this life as the on > enquiring
% utter and complete obliteration; but being tQ me. 1

event secrets
N many things

lwturo myself, such Sweet Oblivion does no
vant to go on finding out more and more o

steries, of which are a part,  .'«er . st they be
*1<[(T)1¥ot and cannot un erstandp ?n thls«‘f'fﬁ y
‘Il for ever unanswered? » ? _ better
1 P/r Shaw’s Life Force cang“ar®leu T | *dohope it won't
,J,’%emalgxmctgon hen am,,affor 1 churchwnl«n
illy decide t0 change me "into Inospu

W. 1. WOOD.

ONE THING I KNOW

1cAVE ...

Ads, " .Shan illustrated advertisement the other day in an
theg N MAGAZAY. W was, ® PR, in particularly Bad® tasf,
u,l “live and no doubt successful in its object. It was

htierip. "9 "idly realistic photographic efforts at which tin
K)dn s "Xel. In the forefront a typical well-dressed affluent-
“gii, )Usnoss man sat at a largo desk, bare but for an
@*i,,, 1 telephone instrument. He lay back in his chair
fitid], l,atvonisjngly through the window out on to a bare
‘Hd  ~Hiked by factory buildings and the paraphernalia of
iy " "bntified industry. passing tile window was a line
“oovde” ** man, walking erect to work with a pick over his'
(@ke. 1, (bere!” the big business man mused, but for
s S ((Ln’spondence schools), go 1.”
that ¢ how 1 felt, Hid hoped, that an advertisement quite like
.. "bl not have been found in an English journal. And
i»4wouidl.think, be some readers who, contrary to the
the | g advertiser, tended "to identify themselves with
Wth |i, _Twre passing the plate-glass..window, rather..than
ti,. SEIf-cRnscigus Napoleon of Finance who was intended
steal the show.

Jixisiian virtue of humility there is much to be suid.
dilj "1 (be demeaning and servile humility enjoined in tho
n°l even the psychopathic neurosis “ enjoyed ” by
"unt to ] "bgipus revivalism, where whole congregations are
%,s (@ ™ Il'lbiced to tears by thunderous and dramatic injunc-
(Li (ff  break down—men of Leeds, before Almighty God.”
luucV'T (Ibb of Spurgeon’s when"lie felt the atmosjihere of
P, "time meetings becoming too prosaic.)

LyH,,."s“ °( us who, with Einstein, learn from each passing
J\ ;i( ,Ind more of our utter dependence from dawn to dusk,
(N, through the long hours of the night, on tho service,
no g.1 bdthful devotion of countless other people, there need

It | ' Xu'tation to “ Walk Humbly with Thy God.”
@ Suerihg thought, and one which assails me ever more
"n, ' "Hi the passing of tho years, that from the moment 1
ma v '°or "fiber on foot or’by car, 1am instantly surrounded
Nfick ( IV complex civilised furniture, not one single item ot
Nun,. d | myself produce, maintain, nor even in tile first

"'ceive.

1 He s(' }i0"i'ney from a provincial town to London, by car
ifit,, ‘fifm and thence by train. Passing the observation
Is little in my house falling even remotely within my
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own capacity to construct or provide, | step into a car consist-
ing of some eight thousand components designed, stressed, and
assembled by unhonoured wizards whose calculations and draw-
ings would mean as much to me as a Chinese income tax demand.
Moving over a smooth-surfaced and durable road skilfully laid
and maintained by men who are as much artists with tile pick
and shovel as anyone wfio plays a first violin, | drive down streets
of houses each perfectly vertical, and built with an accuracy
and stability which defies the highest test, reminding myself that
I am incapable of laying three bricks together in a straight line.
To anyone inclined to undue satisfaction in his own skill ana
importance, let him stand for a few minutes to watch the brick-
layer, perched on his scaffold, itself cunningly erected and
supported, while he slowly arid deftly feeds the growing wall or
rising buttress, and ask himself honestly, how is it done.

My train is in to the minute. It has come from Plymouth,
averaging 60 miles an hour over a thin metal track which for
:he whole distance cannot have varied more than an inch from its
true gauge, to which it lias been held by some hundred wheels
each carrying a steel flange not more than an inch in depth.
It is timed in at 8-15 a.m., this time having been arrived at by
calculations dependent on a network of times and distances so
complex as to stagger the imagination of an ordinary man. Who
are the men who do this ? Who honours them ?

In 47 minutes | am in Paddington, having travelled an almost
level “road ” where a hundred years ago it would have been
necessary to wind and turn, climb and descend over hills and
valleys for three or four hours. All the way the line is clear
on a single route traversed daily by hundreds of similar trains
which never collide. Over the whole distance we are watched
over by an army of nameless, devoted officials in signal boxes
and station controls, working with never an absence and rarely
a failure to some unimaginably complicated rota of duties ensur-
ing their attendance day and luglit. Somehow, from its confined
position at Paddington against the buffers, the engine wfiicli
hauled ns will be turned and ready at its appointed time to leave
again for Plymouth over against the refreshment room at
platform 1. How it gets there, nor why it is never late, one
can only ask, and no one ever thinks of doing so.

My friends tease me for my lifelong veneration for Doctors.' |
am fully aware that even in the medical profession there are
some deserving of little honour, but I believe them to be feuff
The qualities of a good physician are as exacting as any man
can be called upon to maintain. The skill and learning.of most
is something worthy of the deepest respect, and as far as | am
concerned it is theirs. How could one not unconsciously honour
the man or woman on whom one would, and probably will, call
on in the direst extremity of life. Somewhere, | hope, still a
young practitioner, there lives and works, the man who will
stand by me at the hour of my death. Until then | shall eon
tinue to honour him. How could one deny an instinctive feeling
of respect for the men and women who know us so much better
than we know ourselves ?

Of course, | know the answer to all this. The man who built
the “ Queen Mary,” if one were to meet him, would appear a
very ordinary person. He was only coordinating and implement-
ing the accumulated skill and experience of generations of the
past. The Accountant who juggles with figures so complex than
to me they are little more than meaningless symbols, has learned
the job slowly, building on the experience of traditional learn-
ing, and now finds it easy. The Doctor grows callous and is at
heart a mercenary and worldly man. The bricklayer’s work is
really quite easy when you know it, and tho musician, the
craftsman, and the poet are merely using talents for which they
were not themselves responsible, and so on and so forth;

Hut all that is beside- the point. Each in his sphere, viewed
from a standpoint of my own fully recognised ineptitude, | like
to think of as a great man. 1 may not love him, that would be
asking too much, as Christ did, for as Bernard Shaw said, “The
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vast majority of mankind behind a thin veneer, are unlovable The leaders of non-Catholic Christianity rhjlist be
savages at heart.” That may be why | often prefer notto meet their followers. The flood tide of Atheism has Sal"fa((j
in person, those who by their works | most admire. momentum that in their efforts to stem it they are PT*~

On the other side, let it not be assumed for a moment that sell themselves and their dupes to the hated Kituu * bed)
there is not a right and a healthy degree of pride, amounting  Catholic may not attend a ceremony of any otherr e "y he
rather to proper self-respect which should temper the attitude  without special permission of his priesthood, neithu ar
of each. For, above all, in a world of free thought and free accept any but the Douai Bible, All other Christian <
institutions, each man, though members one of the other, stand» Pagan to a Roman Catholic.
in a sense alone. Thus in our respect for the value and dignity Non-Catholic leaders know this well, but they b-IL TX)jrGi
of all around us, we pay by implication, due homage to ourselves.  to-day more than being swallowed by Rome. 11 jj ur

“ One thing 1 know,” said Plato, “ and that is that | know Catholic Charlatans will, in my humble opinion, inuki

nothing.” of this frenzy. . abra
J. 1l STURGE-WHITING. Political priests are in the ascendant. In count' k gid
just now, wherever there is reactionary activity, you ' jied
at least one .political priest. Many of these have alrea
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY traitors’ deaths in several countries. di'urt

Non-Catholic , bodies are about to provide some ~ g
reactionaries too. “ Revivalists,” as recently described »

A SIIOHT time ago | pointed out how all brands of Christianity  columns by Mr. J. Effel, are becoming more and nioic ricn
were lining up behind the Pope for a united effort against They are mainly reactionaries, with, be it noted, -1
Atheism.  Now, a few more hits and pieces on the same subject.  training. ' ™ tin?
There exists some considerable difference in outlook between Our so-called Socialist Government refuses to inves iq’ .\?j
Roman Catholicism and Methodism, but at the recent Methodist B.B.C. activities until after the implementation of ns &€

Conference at Central Hall, Westminster, some remarkable state- obaiii. The forgign broadcast departments are qho@&%’%ﬁm

ments were made. Roman Catholics despite the “ simple Protestantism ’

The Conference discussed Religious liberty as part of the Peace  through microphones at home. i
treaties. Of course, we are familiar'with appeals for religious Religious liberty! It exists in but ... country %ﬁ&(ﬂ a
liberty, but these have generally boiled down to demands for In Russia, religion and Atheism have enjoyed equal |l irLF

privilege on behalf of one or another of the many Christian sects.  freedom of expression for a generation. Certainly 1
But listen to Dr. Scott Lidgett, ex-Moderator of lthe Free subjects are forbidden to the young, but Atheism coinUS jt|,a

Church Federal Coupcil. that heading is forbidden also. Throughout the U.S.S.*1-

“ It is for the -Churches of Great Britain to press for a real is given privilege. How has religion fared-on this ? gg |
measure of acceptance of Religious freedom throughout the morld." The world is fast learning. In referring to the G’ jaiil
(My italics.) simply used the word “ religion.” For Russia has bee'l " ,p

The doyen of Methodism can rarely have uttered a better one of many gods, several still reign there, but their t*11'1, (iir
than this at any time during his long life. Taken literally, he tottering. “ Let the other gods die,” saith the P"1H' |

makes the suggestion that the combined churches of this country — must live.” Atheism will kill the other gods, but it thn

ensure that jMoslems, Buddhists, Jews, etc., enjoy equal measure  kill the Pope’s. Russia believes in gods fighting 1

of liberty with Christians in matters of religious expression, and battles, and on level ground. g

those without religion to share equally the freedom. That “ Russian influence” of Pastor Nienioelle)- rp

However, taking into consideration the fact that the conference  preached in America, will bring the Protestant creeds 1

bewailed the loss to Methodism of some 83,000 souls in the past the dripping iaws of Rome. . miail*

ten years and as is well-known, other sects have suffered similar And a ninety-two-year-old Methodist cries for n
*k

losses, the venerable doctor cannot really have meant what he  Liberty!
said. Another speaker, the'Rev. W. J. Noble, informed the

assembly that the Committee-of Religious Liberty of the British WAR AND MORALITY

Council of Churches “ is in close touch with various authorities Many of our papers have expressed their deep regigt at
responsible, for the preparation of peace treaties.” In all romiscuous behaviour of “ our ” men in Germany amp °
probability the “various authorities” mentioned are psalm- home. We agree with what is said, in principle, but it nl

smiting members of the Governments of Britain and 1J.S.A. It Pity that our great, honourable truth-nt-all-price press <1* fir

is only quite recently that the latter country was “ awarded ” its \?V?]'()r}tes%fé V‘gr'%t I?N?d%sngregg n?g{;bgrr;}“ gl?crﬁadasn mégal'(ﬂTA f&h'(]%
first saint by the grace of llis Holiness. Then, recently, comes  poises. etc. and business robbery in the prices charged
the news that Pastor Niemoeller, ex-U-boat Commander, and and commodities, etc., etc. All” these things are the noi,"| i

Hitler’s Famous prisoner, is being sent by the German  come of international war*, and for that matter, of intej"1 pt

Protestant Clinch to “ God's own country.” Ilis mission is to  but, of course, to a smaller degree.. The finer aspects of m]|
appeal for economic and financial aid to reconstruct Germany are dolled in war and by war, and it is just foolishness &>
“as an alternative to growing Russian influence.” Thus, it is that after six years of actual war the People will be W |
evident, that this violently anti-Communist parson is not going Were in peace time. The moral price of war must he I |

; both the loser and the winner. o
toB'd'ts'ﬁgcwe{fweff.gigﬂia?rbép@ Gospel of Jesus Christ. Ruskin said that if directly war began women d,tSs|JLdI|I

; . L .. black and remained so dressed as long as war lasted "I |, 1L
In a nutshell, the Bible Fascists mean privilege for religion pe doing something to make war detestable. But "e * ko

=t . N ; ke
so long as it is the Christian religion. That means, in the an opposite direction. The war dresses of women arc 1.( tI

long run, the Roman Catholic Religion ! attractive as possible the heroism of men and woiiiel,"jj,Jil*l
In Spain, for instance, Romanism dominates everything. None war field—is praised, food is secured, and the world 's™ " a'l

other may functon. into two parts those who are takln? a direct part_hi '
Whilst, it is true that other Christian sects still exist, their those who are not.  Maflly we glorify the warrior ¥ |}

priests have no status, and ceremonies such as marriage, etc., ?T‘])grtgn\tlvg‘r’itgﬁ%rfassil?gv\‘gorc%u?g %r?ii\fg tr?orgéosﬁj V\g}? ral v, d'jl
are null and void by law. Yet a great many of these supported  gemoralising effects of war, and if that could he ultelll (L
the “ gallant Christian gentleman ” in his fight for the whip e might he doing something to prevent war. But "e s
hand he now holds. long way from that point.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Sr« GENIUS AND SHAKESPEARE. July
. A correspondent in tlie “ FreethinvU wy,0 were
Mentions the names of certain composers an lu™ accord-
»Wrmally gifted. But these accomplishments d envilOn-
a'(Bwith their circumstances of life, uphnngiU, ped the

hakespeare’s (if “ Shakespeare, "'l dcd famil
rus i PSS were ﬁh%@?@?@ i fne overcro y
uap Was bookless, as was snratford in those days.
«body denies that whoever wrote the plays, he "as a g
11 Ons fact does not help us in reconciling the life-story
a.” of Stratford with the “ Shakespeare ” of the works. Sm
i "'«that he had attended tlie little school, we should
.1 exPected that the unusual gifts for learning, > T
Nervation, and the astonishing mep.ory of a youth destined t
the miracle of the ago and eternity, would have caused
ﬁﬁ% tvg%}””age of some 1,800 inhabitants, that the ma.
A PE Viear, and etfRr townsmen would have recorded the
i,or "Jenon_either in writing or gossip. The complete silence is
u thax significant.

" Attendance at that school would not have qualified him for tim
wi> . °f Venus and Adonis (“ the first lieir of my invention )
ja 1ls Probably tbe most highly polished and scholai j Jiocm
C  lauE'iage. 'Pile instruction at the school was extremely
Min Y‘g%-/%rll%/%.dealt with that on page 26 of my Shakespeare.

* 710 ia°“ could not have written Shakespeare. lhe genius
»n I we »re concerned was in conjunction with wide reading,
I tho highest culture the age could afford. No man evei

jearned out of his own consciousness. Knowledge come.
In, y1 By inspiration nor accident. Genius is a gilt of na uit,
n, ‘ature alone never vet <mve knowledge and culture—\ ours,

R. L. Eagle.

S8 “ INFIDEL THEORIES ”

n* (hei>i*? United States prosecutor at the Nuremberg trial, in
tli-o i IR a™ainst Rosenberg, accused him of putting his “ infidel
~r0 t) >nto practice.  Whether the term “ infidel ™ is intendeu
ii( j7ai 1" its derogatory and slanderous implications, or is
Ui'tfson S ?mildo meaning as one who disbelieves in tlie faith of
tallies!!"'8 th? term, it mult be equally offensive to some of
»tu "~a*well as being entirely irrelevant. Further to infer
» 2,0rKs theories arc distinctive of all tlioso who do not

I Jave rejected the Christian faith is not merely untrue

St KtY tendentious. No one, however, will contend
nuels 7 aS individuals are any better or more
Jliod..Jan Christians, hut it is certain that the hosts of
3 uttl( H166el reformers from Paine to Charles Liradlaugh
6!t il comm®n ‘e the political theories of the wvile
> > of fact, the close student of history can show that
J(“irch ja° T resemble in character the theories the Christian
i ePoerg> , P“** applied to its own enemies. At all events
. S0 * Ubhriitian colleagues, including the Catholics Von
J  Protest*8 MI,Illart an(l Streicher—do not appear to have made

0 bp i S
< U}QMIO%S aro thgise facts that it is difficult to avoid the con-
| fear jf . 'fudga, Jackson is deliberately deceiving himself. And
“rein il "’ Vlvain that wo find fault with those arts of deceiving
Vimirs <l bnd pleasure, advantage, or profit in being deceived.
etc., John M’Manus.

FRANCO AND FRBETHOUGHT.

S,
io ,n\'(’!lr corresP°ndent, Mr. W. E. Nicholson, writing under
IM ", | “ending in your issue of August 4, f&4<, introduces a
«"meut in regard to dictatorships, and makes the bold
ft does not follow because the Christian is
(- 6Dy “ted that tbe Freethinker should be Stalin-stupefied.”
I. agree. But there is some excuse that can lie made for
li 'Pefied"jjSeated Christian, but for a Freethinker to be Stalin-

C'H vere s Books are available, such as “ | Was a
*nrker,” *“ The Russian Enigma,” Eugene Lyons’
H,, ““lit to Utopia,” which must destroy any illusion the

“3 bnve of a Russian utopia.
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It is only ; .al, however, for Socialists who hold illusions
in regald to Stalin’s altruism to give him their support in his
actions and policy however much it may change during its
tortuous imperialistic progress.

When Stalin’s policy, however, is recognised for wvhat it is, it
does not necessarily follow that Franco’s policy should be
supported. The natural reaction when faced with two evils is
to reject both.—Yours, etc., J. Pepper.

AN APPEAL.

Sin,—Can any of your readers give me any information about
a book of poems, “ Ungodly Jingles ” by Sholto O. G. Douglas,
author of “ A Theory of Civilisation.” ft was published in 1923
by Elkin Mathews. The Twenty-three poems it contains are of
exceptional merit. | am anxious to know who this Sliolto Douglas
is. There are several in “ Who’s Who ” but none seem to fit him.
Did he write any other works, poetry or prose? If living, ho
could be approached for permission to reproduce some of these
poems in “ The Freethinker.” It would clieor and encourage
many of your readers.—Yours, etc.,

Ambrose G. Barker.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).-
Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. Euwury (Parliament Hill Fields)
4 p.m., Mr, L. Ebury (Highbury Corner) 7 p.m., Mr. L. EnuRY.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park).—Sunday, 6 p.m.,
Messrs. E. Sachin, J. Page, E. Hart.

COUNTRY—0Outdoor
Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Market Place) 7 p.m., a lecture. *

Kingston-on-Thames Branch N.S.S. (Market Place).—7 p.m.,
Mr. J. Barker.

Liverpool Branch .N.S.S.
7.30 p.m., a lecture.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields).—3 p.m.

Sheffield Branch N.S.S. (Barkers Pool)__7-30 p.m., Mr. F. J.
Cohina. A lecture.

(Ranelagh Street, opp. Lewis's)

COUNTRY—Indoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (38, John Bright Street, Room -If).—
3.30p.m., general discussion: “ Continental Sunday versus
English Sabbath.”

Halifax Branch (I.L.P. Rooms).- 7 p.m., Mr. .1L. Clayton: A
lecture.

. F. A. RIDLEY «

His brilliant commentary
“ Through Socialist Eyes ”
every week in the

“ Socialist Leader“

Send 2s. 6d. for 12 issues (post paid) to :—
“ Socialist Leader,” (Dept. F), 318, Regents Park Rd., N.3
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FO/l YOUR BOOKSHELF |

A GRAMMAR of FREETHOUGHT, by Chapman Cohg
4 outline of the philosophy of Freethinking.

3s. 6d.; postage 4d.
G O D A N D M E THE FAULTS AND FAILINGS OF JESUS CHRIST,g

U G. L. Du Cann. (Second Edition.) Price 4d.; by P°st/ |
(Revised edition of “ LETTERS TO THE LORD ”)

Sge°?id ATHEISM’ by Chapman Cohen" PriCe *

By CHAPMAN COHEN Wi ggu b%sftggEeL'd ION? By Colonel R- G- Ingersoll. m)C
' 644
Paper Cover Cloth GODposlaNy ? ir ° LUTION» by ChaPma'™ Cohen. PriCe
Is. 4d. mPost Free 2s. 8d.

WILD[ T ¢ FiAﬁEenfﬁRMntJ e BN o Vet

1nee d postage Id
PRIMITIVE SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT, h
THE BIBLE Chapman Cohen.  Price, cloth 3s. 3d., post free.
THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH, by Chapman Cohen. prl

THE BIBLE: WHAT IS IT WORTH? By Colonel R. G. 2s. 6d.. postage 3d.
Ingcrsoll.  Price 2d.; postage Id. AMORAL LANDSLIDE. An Inqu’y_into the
MISTAKES OF MOSES, by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. Price of Modern Youth. By F. J. Corina. Price 6d.; postage 1

3 bostage 14 FOOC PAST’ by J- M. Wheel tt
THE MOTHER OF GOD, by G. W. Foote. Price 3d.; by TEERS tage . Y eeler.pr,

post 4d. N
SIIAPFT@SPEI'&H%SA'H&tag LER ESSAYS, by G. W.
GO MAN° ™ C?2 01’- ] Rell ion Split the P
C H R I ST IAN ITY Movement? By F. J C\é\rﬂma r(l)ce 5)(5 postagf $
CHRISTIANITY—WHAT IS IT? By Ch Coh A 12 copies 2s. post free. pricc
— ? By Chapman Cohen.
Criticism of Christianity from a not common point of MATERIALISM RESTATED, by Chapman Cohen
view. Price 2s.; postage lid. 4s. 6d.; postage 21d.

AN ATHEIST'S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY, A GENERAL INFORMATION FOR FREETHINKERS-
Survey of Positions, by Chapman Cohen. Price Is. 3d; 2d.; postage Id price,
postage lid. REVENUES OF RELIGION, by Alan Handsacre.

ROME OR REASON? A Question for To-day. By Colonel cloth 3s., postage 2d. »JS
R. G. Ingersoll. Price 4d.; by post 5d. THE RUINS, OR A SURVEY OF THE REVQi.%iL Of

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH, by Colonel Ingersoll. OF EMPIRES to which is added THE P
Price 2d.; postage Id. NATURE. By C. F. Volney. A Revision of the * X}*

THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS, by C. G. L Du Cann. tion of 1795, with an introduction. Price, post lree- ~
Price 4d.; postage Id. THE RESURRECTION AND CRUCIFIXION OF T

PAGANISM IN CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS, by J. M. Wheeler. by W. A. Campbell. Price Is. 6d.; postage 2d. Jils
Price 2s.; postage 2d. THOMAS PAINE AND TIETFORD. Six postcards It

trating Mine’s Wirth-tdwh, including a portrait
reformer. Price 9d., post free.

F R E ET H O U G H T THOMAS PAINE, by Chapman Cohen. A Pioneer ZF H
Worlds. An_Essay on Paine’s Litera?/, Pol*
DETERMINISM OR FREEWILL? By Chapman Cohen. Religious Activities. Price Is. 4d., post free
Pricefin cloth, 2s. 8d., post free; paper cover, 2s. 2d. \
post free. e
HENRY HETHERINGTON, by A. G. Barker. A Pioneer in Pamphlets for the Peop
the Freethought and Working-class Struggle of a Hundred By CHAPMAN COHEN

Years Ago. Price 7d., post free. Wiat is the U ¢ p > Deit d Desigh lfk
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