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"thodi. ,«ro'»'ds was it that the newspaper said the 
1 l'iKi„'i * I'lU'di was dying? Obviously, the Methodists 
'dv tP'oiind. But so are all the other Churches. The 

1vi..,,l!etion Is that the Methodists said openly that in 
di|n s the Methodist Church had lost 8f),000'

But that loss is not peculiar to the 
s > similar losses can be found in the case of every

Church. The plain fact is that there is not a single Church 
in existence, in this country, and we expect in any other, 
that, is not dying. So far as the Church of England is 
concerned it. is crying out about the difficulty of finding 
suitable men to enter “  Holy Orders.”  The cry is that they 
need more priests to induce more laymen to coin« to 
Church; But this is quite wrong if we are to take it that 
people do not come to Church because there are not enough 
priests to minister to the spiritual wants of the people. The 
first fact here to be considered is that there are increased 
avenues for even tolerably able young men to try without 
saddling themselves with an outworn theology. There are 
fewer people going to Church because more people are 
beginning to understand what Christianity is, not. merely 
on the scientific side, but on a better understanding of 
religion in general. The Methodists say they have lost 
85,000 members of their Church in ten years. But that 
is a flea-bite when we note the number the Church of 
England lias lost. Church of England leaders have pro­
claimed publicly that of its assumed members, not more 
than a quarter attend church. In the recent “  Conversion 
of England,” a document sent out by the leaders of the 
English Church, it said: —

“  There can be no doubt that there is a wide and 
deep gulf between the Church and people.”

This “  gulf ” was not a consequence of the war, Ihe war 
only solidified- ideas that were well afloat before if. was 
thought likely to occur.

What wo have been saying for years, this religious docu­
ment of 1945, summing up opinion of those who were in 
close terms with the Forces,'says : —

“  The evidence of chaplains and others in close touch 
with all three Services, and with munition factories, 
may be conclusive. They testify with one voice to the 
fact of a wholesale drift from organised religion. The 
present irrelevance of the Church in the life and 
thought of the community in general is apparent from 
two symptoms which admit of no dispute. . . .  It 
is indisputable that only a small percentage of the 
nation today joins regularly in public worship in any 
form. . . . The most depressing reports come from 
large industrial cities.”

And there is this doleful summing up :—•
“  The obvious fact of the decline in church-going 

throws into high relief the need for finding new means 
whereby a hearing may be gained for the gospel 
message.”

Rather pitifully the Archbishop of Canterbury asks, 
“  Whv has such a drift from the Christian religion 
occurred?”  It is very pitiful to see an Archbishop asking, 
what is the cause of this decline in religion? Well, it, is 
certainly not for want, of preachers, nor for want of effort. 
The explanation is given in the old saw, ”  You can fool
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some of the people nil the time, but you cannot fool nil the 
people nil the time.”  The condition of (he Christian 
Church is not singular, it is not confined to a Church here 
and there, it is an exhibition of the direction in which 
human thought is drifting. And when a man has once 
lenrned the possibilities of life, when ho understands the 
origin of religion and the changes that have taken place 
during the last century and a half, you cannot satisfy him 
with an “  Our fathers have told us.”  I do not say that our 
parents are not the best-meaning friends we can have. But 
they are likely to be burdens when a man or a woman 
takes his or her parents as infallible guides, and still more 
dangerous when parents themselves insist upon being 
accepted as the best teachers one may have.

1 have said very little about the. Methodist Conference, 
mainly because it said very little that was fresh, and was 
more concerned to get a kind of combination of Christian 
bodies to join in fighting against the common enemy. And 
the situation must be very had indeed when a Doctor Ronald 
Bridge made a plea for a greater friendship towards the 
Catholic Church. He said that ”  If the kingdom of .God 
was to be advanced we must help our Catholic brothers.”  
The situation must bo very bad indeed if the Methodist 
Church comes to the point of joining hands with the Roman 
Catholic Church. It looks as though the trouble is very, 
very acute.

There were also indications that Christians should work 
together irrespective of their differences of interpretation of 
what is Cod’s will. But real union must rest upon a 
definiteness of meaning and aims, not upon mere words. A 
thick fog may be a good medium for stopping a row, but 
it is not a good one for clarification. These Christians who 
tall* so glibly neither sec clearly nor hold opinions strongly. 
Their thinking is like a river that has burst its banks. It 
gains width at the expense vj depth. The advanced 
Christian is ready for co-operation with other Christians 
because lie lacks the strength to stand alone. He is a slave 
to phrases and will not, perhaps dare not, look facts in the 
face. The reality before the speakers at this meeting was 
that there is no such thing, there never has been such a 
thing, as a common Christianity. There were vital differ­
ences from the outset, tmd the longer the discussion lasted 
the more complicated became the principles claimed.

At its strongest point even the Roman Church could not 
count ou complete uniformity. Protestantism, with its 
alleged open Bible, was a ghastly failure. The infallible 
Bible was as great a failure as the infallible Church. What 
Christians have behind them, is an unbroken tradition of 
quarrel and hatred. The con tin hour breaking-up of a 
common belief in Christianity is one of the historic pictures 
that meet us. Every Christian eyes other Christians with 
distrust, they can no more resist a. quarrel than a cat can 
resist going after a mouse. Making a ladder of moonbeams 
or a rope of sand is child's play to establishing peace and 
harmony in a Christian camp. To be told that this 
sectarian squabbling contains the key to human develop­
ment is an insult to common sense.
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|i "  j ' âriirt UOm plundered gold of tho galleons. But tho 
nsiu. conflict between rich and poor seems to have dis-tiaii | 

nub | 
\ni
¡ , 4
iiity
ml'11

"k''d m the transformation of the Buffalo Bill ' ’ '^ri-nsorslrip, 
the modern gangster stories. We now m\ necessarily

il;ia', unofficial, and self-imposed. 1 he crnmu. q'his
“Cd it is vitally necessary that the law sha P also

-Ues not only the character of the c u l t u » ! ^ .
K‘ matter o£ the supposed degeneration. ” nor o!
“ * lack of young people," nor of “  idmsyncrasie.,kicks.”  .!  Ia<k llf - o , O'” .u,.^UOC”‘r',

til kut of a change in circumstances, and the peisis enci
11 anachronistic ideology. .

(|, l!> n°t a question of “ the war years,”  the character of tie
'"''’ation is more marked if we survey a wider period. Edgar 

%4 '* * IJl's  work did not depend upon “ new tricks. T h ii 
Hi ' . 'b'ptlr and intricacy which was characteristic of his turn , 

“Uscent of the time of the three volume novel. If we com 
C ' Ch',vles lteade’ s “ Cloister and the Hearth,”  which took 
t j '  * Hans to write, with an Edgar Wallace yarn winch took 
'lilki' " ' ' ’lutes to dictate 
¡laPi'i"1 attitude towards literatim

,1
idly >

. cl'
1 l>i?

<ti'r 
n-uch 
*ofk’ 
lit H 
IP'" 1

.tie"'
,«b-"
ftl'"'
b"*1'

h»’
U* ’
ii *. f

•it.,,i. “vo uitiuiM» wo can see that there is a very

""nkci s|"> an expanding market; now we have floodei 
" d c ,  il»'l till'
nig (| 0l«ng science, to-day we have the tabloid newspaper witli 
' d(l(1. I 'knos and the mass-produced novel. Then, literature was 
f'n- '"'i'll ; propaganda. It was not a question of an 1 escape 
!„ilsi|"  ki>ur or tw o." To-day the commercialisation with its 
" “Hn'n,1 * lti<,n °* box-office returns, its appeals to tho lowest 
tl,„s " l|* Jeiiouiinator, lias swamped us with tripe, so that for 
¡i( want something decent, it is like searching for a needle

^""ystack.

hiv | l,lVl‘ become so cominereialised that the question, does it 
■lol' | ls "Illy one meaning. In these days of mass-production

.  ..'""•««•-saving devices it is idle to plead “  scanty leisure,”
s ,l°t  a question of an hour or two’s escapism, there are 

li„ "'-V forms of it, so much of i t ;  so much labour, ingenuity,
H«d "

e collapse of private enterprise. In those days

is

I "  H i.

n(. (p " " ’ney spent catering for it. Of course then 
■■ (|j " " " " I  for them,”  and it is true that “ people lil 

' '"leiiee,”  and that we get “ th rills”  out of them
>h„.>  "f  Edg;""nli. gar Allan l‘oe, people “ liked

 ̂ I I''llS' tli "̂ "g'disai of a Spurgeon, they liked

is a 
these 

1 n
the blood and 

public exi'cu-
"'k ulll<'v f'ked the ideas of heaven and hell, and they got a 
Mikes "* condemnation of sex and sin. Our likes and 
'«kin,,,! i "^ " ' " "  interesting study, and there is something in 
,'kii off,. "  fween detective fiction and the eruci-fiction, for that 

, * escape from the troubles and trials of this vale of

'Uler p
'rethought nor religion are forms of amusement, and 

will think again before wasting 
to discuss such tilings as literary 

H. 11. PKEECE. ‘

l3,0 hoped that
f'e Freethinker 

Puzzles,

CbT'VE SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT, by

an Cohen- “  ■ —  ' '

iK

Price, cloth 3s. 3d., post free.
PR REASON? A Question for To-day. By Colonel 

Iiigersoll. Price -Id.; by post 5d.
Post^j^ER OF GOO, by G. W. Foote. Price 3d.; by

STRANGE GODS

AT a risk of being charged with “ whoring after Strange G od s”  
if not something worse, I must confess to a sneaking partiality 
for Bernard Shaw’s ubiquitous- and’ entirely amoral “ Life 
Force ”  if not also the more respectable “  Deity ”  of Bergson, 
that restless persistent Spirit in search of superlatives in con­
scientiousness— or what you will.

To thorough-going materialists, I am aware that either of these 
speculative abstractions involves the heresy of anthropomorphism 
at least in principle; the personification of function— perhaps a 
dangerous speculation, but the temptation is considerable. For, 
as Shaw asserts, there are many aspects of life and what we call 
“  mind ”  which are most difficult to conceive as functions alone 
of purposeless “  Pressure,”  even allowing for the myriad final 
forms attributable to intervening factors which mould and 
modify the irresistible stream. In short, it seems simpler to 
allow oneself the excusable latitude of giving a name to what 
appears to he some form of unified Cosmic function, possibly 
even related to some far off though quite inscrutable “  purpose,”  
than to try and account for the mysterious and complex 
manifestations of Nature in their highest forms in terms of 
mechanism alone. Or'does it?

One thing at least can be said of the Life Force, the cry of 
Shaw, though, I think, with less justification in the case of the 
Elan Vital described with such beauty by Bergson. It owes 
little or nothing to tradition, even unconscious tradition. And 
as a product of pure speculation in tho mind of a man, who in 
early life had the courage to throw out tile Gods lock, stock and 
barrel, it should command the Freethinkers unbiased respect. 
For Shaw’s Life Force is, if anything can ever be said to be, a 
true child of (lie free mind, and has its being on a basis of what 
lie at least perceives as overwhelming evidence. Great art, great 
music and great moral courage, wrought out of sacrifice and 
human agony, may, of course, he tile products of natural and 
psychological forces conditioned by resistance and apprehended 
by mankind as superlative values. On the other hand it seems 
easier to explain, for instance, the immortal beauty of Handel’s 
“ .Messiah,”  as the product of an inner compulsion using him 
as its instrument through three weary and sleepless nights from 
which he emerged in a state of collapse, than anything 
attributable to Handel himself.

That the Life Force owes nothing to any recognisable con­
ception of God, is at once apparent from its character of utter 
amorality. For it is seen in action as surely and as often in 
siicli manifestations of human depravity as the worst German 
sadism, the most brutal premeditated rape, as in martyrdom, 
or tile creation of sublime music. It is thus as dangerous and 
unjustified to fall down and worship it as it must ever lie futile 
to thwart its power without some form of-deferential compromise.

Nevertheless, a social and moral structure wherein the 
inevitable “ instinctual renunciations ”  so deplored by Freud 
could be reduced Id a safe minimum, would, it may seem, tend 
towards an alignment with tile Life Force towards its unknown 
goal. For the Life Force, 1 take it, is ethically neutral. In 
terms of morality we can learn nothing from it, yet by it we 
live and have our being. A pretty nice philosophical kettle of 
fish ! To cling to its lifeline and accept its movement must mean 
for one mini abandonment to passion and the gratifying of the 
senses, to another the renunciation of the martyr— no lesson can 
be found in that. “ Get into the stream of (lie Life Force and 
you will succeed, thwart it and perish,”  or words to that effect, 
was once, I believe, the doctrine of Shaw himself. But what 
such a doctrine would mean in terms of individual behaviour it 
seems impossible to imagine. W ill Mr. Shaw even yet enlighten 
us ?

J. R. ST URGE-WHITING.
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ACID DROPS

Tlie Secretary of State for War lias now announced that ho 
will soon publish the draft regulations concerning the abolition 
of compulsory Church Parades. There seems little to announce 
if men in the armed forces are treated as ordinary human beings, 
and not mere figures to be moved about as though they were 
incapable of deciding their own opinions with regard to religion. 
The present regulations are an insult to every member in the 
forces— whether they are Christian or non-Christian. We see no 
reason why men and women who enter the forces should be 
treated as incapable of selecting a religion for themselves, or 
rejecting them.

Our leading Christian officials must have a wonderful control 
over their faces. Here, for example, is Cardinal Griffin who says 
it was “  never more clear than it is today that without the 
guidance of Christian philosophy we are faced with ruin.”  lint 
up to date the world has bad a very large dose of “  Christian 
philosophy,”  and the result lies before us. Does anyone believe 
that the world could be in worse condition— all things considered 
-—than it is at the moment?

What the “  News Chronicle ”  calls “  serious allegations ”  were 
made against some of our officials in Germany. The matter was 
raised in the House of Commons, and the charges of 
“  interference ”  and “  flagrant immorality ”  were made. W e  
would not be surprised if to some degree the charge was sound. 
No sensible person would bo surprised that the end of a war such 
as the one we have witnessed was followed by a relaxing in 
morals generally. W e have witnessed the result of war at home. 
Robbery has been common, and of a type that could not have 
happened in peace time. The breaking or evading of the law 
is met with a smile, and all the talk of trying to teach the world 
the beuefits of a decent life is read, or heard, with a smile. 
However inevitable a war may be, or whether it is for righteous 
or unrighteous purposes, war is largely a form of defiance to the 
higher forms of life. We had the same lesson in the case of the 
last “ world war.”  W e have had it again in the war that can 
hardly said to be quite over, yet. Degradation of character 
always follows war. It may survive or it may be of a more or 
less noticeably evil character. If we all study that fact we may' 
all get at least that degree of benefit from the world war.

Thu Risliop of London is not lacking in the nonsense that 
seems to ooze out of our ecclesiastical dignitaries. He is 
particularly angry over what be calls “  the new morality ”  which 
lays special stress on the love of pleasure. But pleasure is 
pleasure, whether it is based on something that is acknowledged 
to be either good or bad. What the Bishop really means is that 
the only pleasure that is good is that which leads to a. church, 
and particularly when it leads to the Knglish Church. But times 
have changed. Instead of pretending to find pleasure in attending 
church the present generation finds its pleasure in a variety of 
ways and all of them generally healthy and profitable. But they 
do not attend church as the Bishop would wish, and tho Bishop 
is “  riled.”  So far as we can judge, the youth of today is really 
better than the youth of our own childhood. But, then, wo are 
not a Bishop, so we do not feel inclined to suggest that people 
who do not go to church are missing a desirable life. In our 
opinion the youth of today is better than the youth of yesterday. 
But they do not go to church and Bishop Wand is 11 wild,”  and 
foolish.

Some of our religious journals have discovered a way that may 
help God and lbs Church. They advocate a two days’ rest from 
work instead of one. They explain that on this plan Christians 
may have their day of rest on Saturday and reserve tho Sunday 
for church and home games for the family. There is plenty ot 
cunning here, but one may be running risks. People who go 
out on a Saturday may be too tired to go to church on Sunday, 
or they may go on making holiday on both days, or Sunday 
outings might be directed by the clergy. In any way it looks 
as though the churches will have to suffer. We are afraid that 
whichever road the Churches take they will certainly get into 
trouble.
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retrogression? were known among them as among '
that kind of 11 ln-n+1 lorlinrul ,5 vi-ov i.ommnil at all si; e
■ ■ ..............."  »iiiiui nil-111 <iiu
that kind of “  brotherhood ” was very common at ; 
Christian history. If thero is less of it in public, it 1S

bei"'!1 ,.
v i m o v u m  m a u n j .  l i  LI1U113 JS  J O S S  O T  1T> 111 JJI I*- '*1' - »  tOr^' 1

that the choice that now lies before Christians is to ha»|^ jj,jd 
or to hang separately. In tho circumstances the baa1

real agreement
_  „ I n  tho circumstances the

better to pretend agreement where no rt
its-

.xiSW,,cCe*I \  es|S
He must be a very innocent kind of a man, hut , ^olk , 

appears to be real. Wo are referring to a Roman < ,l ■ »■•»*'atlpd'1------B _ ___  . ,, tliid
serviceman who writes to the “ Universe ”  compla1111" ^  ^  b1“'"
spite of all his efforts not one of his brother R C S
induced to find him an empty room to sleep in until
shelter could lie found. Now we are not going ,
R.O.x any more for this than we should condemn of1’* ^ 111
not we Freethinkers who pretend to bo superior people ^ 0{ b1*
Christian who claims to be bettor than others by v" .  ,, ei'i’ 
faith in Jesus. Of course, it is all bunkum— but so lh 
deal of Christian doctrine and Christian talk.

Lilt

--------------  i in '"!’st
The battle for Sunday cinemas is still going on. i " " 1 , W1'?

places tlio vote runs in favour of the cinemas. Why 110 't..,ii-'"'' 
should not a form of enjoyment ho carried on with»1' w.;tii°". 
troubles to any, and give pleasure to those who attc'K 
it being tyeated as though it was a question of cl’'" " ] !ljn tl"1 
indecency. The police have witnessed over and over in.lt1 
wherei Sunday cinemas arc there is more order 1,11 s||ii» 
personal behaviour. No one is compelled to attend the1'1 ^  
it is just a matter of preference, and no one accuses c"|^, {p11 
leading to drunkenness, quarrelling or misbehaviour 111 
It is just a question of one of tiie most stupid things 

■existed, and when.one looks for tho most likely cause » 
and narrowness of mind you may write “  religion '".m h1*', 
letters. W e wonder whether our present 'Government "|lu>ll*|l'|i 
courage enough to do away with this kind of relig|1,lls is , 
and petty tyranny? Candidly, we think it will not. ¡li1' j, 
power, hut it is looking towards an election to come. 
free people, but that really applies only, in any quan 1 ,'j.jir1'' 
regard to foreign groups where Sunday freedom is col

The Deputy Assistant Chaplain General complains 
too few ministers to deal with tlie young conscripts. G

i t h n t .» ;>

itf' ■ i I' *1noted tho conscripts are not crying for parsons. It is 1 ¡t
other way about. Allowing foV a few exceptions the '.l'lt.1,rbi'"|,> 
not want to be bothered with the parsons and it woulo ^
make for a better type of man if conscripts were h'G G 
pick their own parsons if needed. We are living»; in < ''l 
and it is time that these hawkers of worn-out superstit1 
kept in the background.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

ii u iru ch . Ltitoi 5' ■ Hunsi.v.— Spinoza’s first name was originally ‘ t1ie Latin 
tins Hob row form was displaced by n l‘  as adopted to 
form, it has been suggested that the latte have been
'aark his rejection of the Jewish religion. early years,
'"any studies of Spinoza—we owed hnn nine i 
'be finest “  Life ”

A. It. Wu, is by Sir Frederick Pollock.

w. ti.uis— Received with thank
' Funt (Auckland).— You make us blush, but pleased to hear

'■'t what we have written has been useful to you.
' • "AN soN .-W e join you in asking what “  the hell ”  the passage 

»eans that you send us. Hut we think that; some men wnt< 
)(,<)ys in the hope that some reader will explain them.

Ora,
oi?i for .llterature should be sent to the Business Hamper 

Pioneer Press. U , Gray's Inn Hoad, London, U .0 . I, 
'lld not to the Editor.

'S* the services of the National Secular Society in connexion 
! ‘ Secular Burial Services arc required, all communications 

addressed to the Secretary, It. H . Itosetti, giving 
,j * °"'lt notice as possible.

"(ur 'aEmniNKER will be forwarded direct from the Publishing 
f Ce at the following rates (Home and Abroad): One 

j Its.; half-year, 8s. Gd.; three months, is. id .
In"!,e "°t'ces must reach i t ,  Cray's Inn Hoad, London, W.C. 1, 
J t,lc first post on Monday, or they will not be inserted.

SUGAR PLUMS

liiK Kev- 'V. A. Oylcr-Waterhouse has been to Russia. He 
||1IV “°n things and ho has observed that churches are permitted, 
in,' n|° lllay visit them in safety and in many cases the churches 
t!1(j ,m°d' He also ar ' , „  . .
t||.(t “‘'''ehgious Government and the church people. He adds 
li„a . '’«til are very happy.”  W e take it that the Rev., etc., has 
ill up t,y('s opened, and we feel that a large number of people 

lls country will not he'pleased at tlio news.

He also announces that relationship is good between

"Hr |"ilia !>s it come as a surprise to this clergyman that from
■ ""in g  of the revolution those who had seized power had

y,“uis lei'i'^1 11 ve,'y large body of priests who for many, many 
. kit ,.Nj "cled as the servants of one of the vilest governments
!®U>rahi.S ° d 111 the “ civilised”  world. The preachers were "it ¡,|Ut ■ •ki
tl Forced to reform—  

what it could to demoralise
i - . " "  v|coiis almost beyond belief. 
li,ulw;T - the government did

""w, I hat story is well known and wo cannot repeat it
lioldW 'tU "

"i'i-|. to bleak

tlio revolution tlie first tiling that was essential was 
1 leash the priesthood and those who. would have done 
to 1

°|)e•iièd rç
k'osed

the revolutionary government. OUurehc 
but there were many left open, and others were

It to t'!'" s"® cieht. co the noware

in

evidence was given that they were no 
Russia that was being built. Wo do not think 

U gloat, '■ ° ry "" 'i iy  who would deny that the Russia of today 
•itlprovoineut on the Russia that was overthrown.

*'i'use
"nt Will) to understand wliat the revolution 

id two books written by Dr. E. .1. 
<m bail lived in Russia, and held posts there. He was 

'""lo, ,;‘ ,Icllist, nor Socialist. 'That makes his hooks of greater 
'"Ililivi | he two books are “ Russian Charaeteristies,” 1892 

u'n| V, unde,I. 1 C

—Jly wish
■Ho,, V’,‘ot d'> better tin:noi Dui,

J  a»

"an, '"*te, 8r the name of E. B. Lanin) and “  Russia Today
h||'il "  :|.V> ’ published by Dent and Sons, London. The first- 

'"'.V imhlished by Chapman and Hall. Both were very,
'•'hiy..'IwetuUc publishers. W hat more could an Englishman

III

THE Sixth Commandment, “ Thou «halt not k i l l” can bo 
considered as a purely ethical one, not a religious one. If the 
story of how it was given to the Israelites in the Wilderness is 
true, and they looked upon it as a solemn teaching from God 
Almighty, it is rather astonishing to find how speedily it was 
forgotten. For the way the Israelites were called upon to kill 
their enemies, and the way they proceeded to do so, forms, to 
the modern mind at least, some of the most tragic portions of 
the Bible.

An a mere commandment, “ Thou shalt not kill,”  without 
reservations of some kind, is just nonsense. There are circum­
stances in which we are bound to kill— or be killed. In a 
general sort of way the Sixth Commandment may have its use 
in making a man think twice before committing a wanton 
murder, but in law a jury has to decide on the evidence before 
them and not on the “  divine ”  law. Murders have been justified 
again and again— or, at least, murderers have been acquitted 
for all sorts of reasons.

Many murders have been committed by people who were 
strongly religious, and who would have been horrified at being 
seen talking with an Atheist. Over and over again fathers have 
killed their sons in imitation of Abraham— though he diil not 
actually do so. He slaughtered a harmless animal instead—  
and religion reeked for centuries with the blood of innocent 
animals murdered to. “  appease ” some mythical Deity.

In his hook, “ The Ten Commandments,”  Mr. Joseph Lewis 
lias collected many stories of parents murdering their poor little, 
children in the name of God, and very harrowing they are. The 
point to note is that the Sixth. Commandment was always God’s 
solemn word to them, yet j t  never prevented their committing 
murder. And it is a fact that animals like' pigs, and even 
inanimate objects like a stone statue, have been tried in a court 
of law for “ killing,”  the animals being subsequently hanged 
and the statues destroyed. Needless to say, the courts were 
thoroughly Christian in every way.

As Air. Lewis points out “ a veritable encyclopaedia, could he 
compiled of the crimes committed by ministers of religion,”  and 
historians as a rule are very loth to call even a cold-blooded 
monster like Torquemada a murderer. The Inquisition was 
responsible, that gentleman being merely a sort of tool of this 
holy religious organisation, and therefore not really to blame. 
Besides, he was so very sincere— even, if mistaken. And anyway, 
the Roman Catholic religion these days must not be blamed for 
the erroneous beliefs and their consequences by such stout 
defenders of the Faith.

And is W ar murder? Head tile way our men of God justify 
the wars of their own country and arc always ready to bless tlm 
arms and flags of their countries’ armies. A defensive war is, 
of course, justifiable, and parsons have little difficulty in proving 
that their countries’ wars are waged entirely for defence. It was 
Hitler’s great card, and he played it for all hi* was worth. Most 
Germans believed him, and their future historians will move 
heaven and earth to prove that the Fuehrer was obliged to attack 
and invade other countries as a purely defensive measure. In 
slaughtering their unfortunate inhabitants, Hitler, backed as he 
always claimed by God, was merely acting in self-defence; it 
was admittedly wav, but not murder.

The fact is, if we wish to understand the Sixth Commandment, 
we must go not. to religion or ethics but to Anthropology. It is 
the study ok this science which provides us with the key to 
almost everything in religious belief, for even what may be 
called a harmless doctrine may well have its origin in some 
idiotic 'conception of a primitive mind.

As Mr. Lewis points out, the Sixth Commandment “  was a 
taboo bused on the superstitious belief in animism against
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spilling blood because of the fear of blood pollution . . . ( it ) 
was based upoit the ancient belief that blood was life and that 
the spirit of the slain would return and seek revenge . . .  it was 
devoid of any nigral implication.”  And in proof ho cites several 
significant texts from Holy Scripture which prove conclusively 
that, in spite of everything done by the editors of the Pentateuch 
to make Judaism something different from other religions, 
Animism could never be completely blotted out. The examples 
collected by Mr. Lewis from Frazer, Wostermarek, and other 
anthropologists, indisputably prove his point.

Volumes could be written on the Seventh Commandment, the 
famous “  Thou shalt not commit adultery.”  Behind it lie many 
conceptions of sex, mostly the perverted and jaundiced views of 
primitive religions.

Of course, if monogamous marriage is taken .as the ideal and 
the only view of sex-relationship worth considering from any 
right ethical standard then adultery is wrong and the command­
ment is justified. But the way in which parsons have used the 
prohibition to enlarge upon what they call sexual purity, the 
many books they have written in which sexual conduct is 
analysed in minute detail, the many sermons they have 
thundered forth from the pulpit denouncing what they insisted 
was sexual immorality in thought, deed and sight, proves the 
close relationship between sex and religion. Mr. Lew is contends 
that “  there are no sins of the flesh, there is only ignorance.”  
And he adds, “ Outside of this Commandment, the only references 
ti> sex in the Bible deal with rape, incest, sodomy, whove- 
mongering, sexual perversions and other reprehensible deeds 
within the sdxual realm. There is not one enlightening truth 
about sex within its pages.”

What is adultery ? is a big subject and it is impossible to 
give a simple answer. With it must go the question also of 
bastardy, and Mr. Lewis gives them both an exhaustive analysis 
far to o  long to be given justice in an article or two in these 
pages. There arc also the questions of prostitution and celibacy, 
of religious mutilation, of the Confessional, and of eroticism in 
general including virginity and chastity. I lie conclusion the 
author comes to is that, the Seventh Commandment “  was a 
prohibition not founded on morality. It was a taboo based upon 
sympathetic, magic. It became part of the Decalogue for the 
same reasons as the previous ones.”

Basing his work on Anthropology, Mr. Lewis lias produced a 
book of great interest for all Freethinkers. II was badly needed 
for, as far as I know, no similar study from our ranks had ever 
been made. In spite of the immense labour that hundreds of 
scholars have bestowed on the Old Testament we are very far 
from its complete understanding. Only through a rigid 
scientific analysis such as tile “  Ten Commandments ” can we see 
what was at the back of these religious beliefs, can we recognise 
their origin in primitive fear and hopeless ignorance. W e are 
only on the fringe of many discoveries- as Sir James Frazer 
said, “  At present we arc only dragging the guns into position; 
they have hardly yet begun to speak. . . . We cannot foresee, 
we can hardly even guess, the new forms into which thought ami 
society will run in the future. . . . W e must follow truth alone. 
It is our guiding star.”

He had no illusions about the ‘ ‘ Word of God.”  For him 
‘ ‘ some of the old laws of Israel are clearly savage taboos of a 
familiar type thinly disguised as commands of the Deity.” No 
finer justification of the work of Freethought, and such books 
as that of Mr. Lewis, could be given.

11. CUTNEK.

MATERIALISM RESTATED, by Chapman Cohen. Price 
4s. 6d.; postage 2jd.

IIOW THE CHURCHES BETRAY THEIR CHRIST. An
Examination of British Christianity. By C. G. L. Du Cann. 
Price 9d.; postage Id.

THE WHEEL IS COME FULL CIRCLE’

(Continued from p. 284)

HIE extracts from C.C.s “  Grammar of Freethought ’
have bee»

to,

•ved ky

eiitly

lioW-
tbe

• . . “ UUI v,v,i5 '-»rcumucu yjx j. j.w ------
justified as useful and essential Ideas for, and an appeal 

'* ,l' ' " l!n'g 1 ower of the Younger Generation. There <|U 
.ol u ' ant! more general purposes to be serv 

reprinting.
(1) They fit-in-with what lias been discussed rece 

varieties of Freethinkers and Rebels; and so
understanding. I might not agree with every - 

^  S 11 m ‘Iu*b‘ Hie same way, but written years ago, 
quite provide a needed Guide now that Political D em ocracy

atout

should help 10 
word, 11
ag°i

been saved from “  Nazti ”  Fascism. , \thc'1'
(2) They illustrate the value of that Scien tific^  ^  

Philosophy of which Chapman Cohen has been and is ^ , .̂¡¿,0.' 
exponent and which is stated simply but clearly in S<-(11 push 
They show how Human Life, Individual and ^
Present unit Future, can be understood only by an E '"  ¡ill 
Sociology, based upon Evolutionary Economics, but ^  bid 
ideologic Forces and Processes integrated in one comp flic 
complex Science. The prospectus of this new Conspei (1j n 
Social Sciences lias been sketched before in the .,v 8tint t'|is 
Scientific Atheist Philosophy. Rather should we say pin 
Evolutionary Sociology actually is that Philosophy ; ^  podisn1'1
new Sociology includes am. Spiritual Beliefs and othci ;r
along with their priests, parsons, rabbis, etc., 111 w[eta'

idology or'
with

Sociologic phenomena to be evaluated, not by God 
physics, but by Scientific method.

The last, but most important, reason for these 1 1
bo seen- by those who can in the economic, I "1' 1*’J ¡(.|i a1'1' 
religious (Godist) conditions, of the Human World, "  „ry. 
tin* outcome of the World W ar to save Political 111 |,;|V*‘
Every “ liberated People”  —  including the Bril'**1 (lj,<*i' 
demanded or arc demanding the right to elect, by ' j ,un 
universal franchise,”  the Government which shall rule ,l #nil 
“ their”  Land. Pent-up feelings against exploiters, nfiB' 
foreign, “ mental ” and material, mixed with frustral'1 |n,|

¡ill'1

to

of Freedom, in a sociologie heredity of more than l" 11' 
years, have burst the bonds. Tlun need no “ propaganda 
any “

liu»1

far Country ”  to inspire them to “ rise like li«»* |.aJlii» ” 
they may < have done so m ore in the manner of jjjtil 
spontaneous revolt than in the “ S ta lin ”  method of di*‘ d pr

De,‘ tl.“t 
by ,,i

action by Scientific Guidance. Conversely, tin 
elements among the Victors have been still crippu'o “A ¡pi# 
“ Curtain”  of Mental Confusion, generated out of 'I   ̂
Belief« and Proudhon like Metaphysics, which was 
most serious factors ill the 50 years’ drift to Fascism 1,11 

Without details, what are the general conditions in the ^ 
World, while these, more or less, “  Democratic Govern»1, ^

tb°

9#

are bei elected— mostly in spontaneous and/or prov
fusion and disturbance? ’Tis not exaggerating to say 
is a World-wide mix-up of antagonistic “  Interi

iked
that

Beliefs ” ; Economie, 
Racial, Class, Sex, etc.

"liticai, Religious (Godisi), Pfd'''|]y 
somewhere and somewhen a]*11,11 ‘

a#1
lie,

static, but always dynamic, according to the Principio of I '1'1

iU(
if

tc*1'1

and concealed, inside and between every Nation, is 1,11 
extensive and intensive even th an during ’31-’39. And 9 
large proportion of the Common People realise this, whn- ,.y. 
to make them too sceptical about the birth of World Denu11 y.

I have differed at times from our old friend, .lack B1"  . (l|il 
but in “ Tribune,” July 5, 1946, while reviewing two books 
the -misnamed— “ American Century,”  he describes very ' j¡pji 
how this mixed-up conflict of many antagonisms is °1K! 
inside U .S.A. Still, ho makes no reference to some, 
about other most momentous Forces— integrative or disr11!1 
in that great Land. There, the “ Civilisation ” of Ei'yI1

ty.
p.lr

as a|)plied to the movement of smaller Social existences 111 ,.#
tion to those of greater Mass and Force. World intrig111'



In,livi'lmrlism , 
*n,1. “ terlink«l with
" lost ■' critical
'̂plosive
l°gion

h orce

PVivistian Europe c. 400 years old since it began reaclied its
many varied “  Intore* s, ^  ^ pot<intially

stage— to itself «ml to others. _  in every
oî great Gravity (in a < -mi of the

„  ...... Geographic, Economic, • ' ' ' and overseas
ii-nnan World. The People oî the l • ,, position
a''“ in an, at least as dangerous but more < i 11 "  V<vaVitational 

G.E.1M. Somewhere between the 1 Evolutional
'■'"ices” Of the “  Now Civilisation ”  and the j ' ^ n  the
""riulogy based on Evolutionary .Eeononms ‘ dde dictum 

ii-logic Obstetrician of the New- to adapt a mt . ‘au van,-ty,
(|i Karl Marx: Christian flodism, ehiel \ -- time!

her ‘ -î U - ° V ' - " ; ^  ^ d  Secularists •• uu*vt‘ is no cause fur 1’ u‘( nl‘  ̂ without any1,1 lose their usual philosophic import«,habil . ■ tli
I'W'judice for against the U .S.S .K . or - '-.n.mumst 
st#temont is justified that the “  New ( >vl' 1̂ ' ls(> burst— for
nameil it, has been tested and proved. ,,f anG-
"v,'r can we hope?— the “ Mental Confusion - ye!ivs, has

speculative Beliefs which, l” 1 111111 Social Problems- off th« !> - ’  Of Science in all our

1-e-horn ”  in the Western

'nay yet he the Undertake 
111 all this the

h it  " "  t,u‘ I{"1‘ 
«01.^ iS beinc
'«1
Us

science utnds by applied

“Smiling, not by Spirtim! Beliefs; and W orld Democracy 
,  vs the only alternative to Human World disaster 

growth depends on us, on all of n s ; and what Freethougln 
1) Secularism lias been in the development of British 
1 “'""eia.-y, the World Union of Freethinkers should do and may 

1,1(1 growth of World Democracy.
can 

,,f

e u ] ¡i 1 1 Atheist Philosojihy, practically expressed in 
W tinti ,' \  ' Bat was not obvious to me at first, years ago, 

)n(.i71,ti,*g each year’ s experience Aritli‘that already gained.

g-ve credit to C.C. for his life-work in maintaining the 
"  • Foote and his enduring zeal as the exponent of

Atheist “  ~

aI’Pihf||[lllle an,i " le wisdom of Foote’ s change of policy becaine 
any ip- ' , '  have neither reverence nor worship for any one or 
" ’ak ')u'  I respect and admire Chapman Cohen for his life- 

-i'kers. We may regret that a World W ar was 
,i *" i)love that Secularism is the only way, but we can 

°ur President and Editor has lived to see the day.Glut

J une 29, 1754 .— The following challenge appeared in the 
“  Newcastle Journal,”  viz: “  I take the liberty after this publick 
manner, to acquaint the country that Peter Ditchburn, of 
Mainsforth, in the county of Durham, will throw the long bowls, 
a pound and a-lialf weight, leap, and pitch the bang with any 
man in England for ten or twenty pounds and meet them ,at any 
place within twenty miles of Mainsforth aforesaid.”

Query— “ Pitch the bang ” ? E. H. S.

CORRESPONDENCE

OTHER PKOPDIPS CODS— SH AK ESPEAI!E .
Siu.- I have been so busy defending the living that I have had 

no time to defend the dead. But surely your correspondent, 
Mr. IV. Kent, is atrifie unreasonable? He asks me fifteen easily- 
answered' questions and then, to prevent my replies, says they* 
cannot fitly lie auwered in “ The Freethinker,”  Then why ask 
them ?

It is kind to offer to “  give ”  me an opportunity to defend 
Shakespeare, but this is no gift but a taking of my time ancl 
professional skill upon wbicli I live. However, I am to be branded 
with lack of courage if I refuse, though surely I should show 
lack of sense if 1 accepted— unless for a fee!

There is no doubt that the writings of Bernard Shaw could 
not be written by one who had virtually no education except 
self-education, and never attended a university, and his plays, 
prefaces and polemics were obviously cither the work of that 
brilliant Lord Chancellor, Birkenhead (continued by Jowitt), or 
the present Lord Chamberlain, Lord Clarendon, even if Shakes­
peare was not Lord Chancellor Bacon or Lord Chamberlain 
Oxford! Goldsmith, who “  talked like poor Poll,”  was undoubtedly 
written by that monument of learning, l)r. Johnson ; and who can 
believe that a mere uneducated newspaper reporter like Charles 
Dickens was capable of the masterpieces attributed to him by 
his credulous contemporaries? Somerset Maugham’s plays are 
also. I am fully convinced, written by bis brilliant brother, Lord 
Maugham, the former Lord Chancellor, who in letters to “ The 
Times ’ uses some of the very same words used in the Maugham 
plays:— Yours, etc., G. L. Dir Gann.

THE CATHOLIC BIRTHRATE,
ATHOSO ZENOO.

p S TILL  LOOKING BACKWARDS
^tracts f
^ i»om Syke’s Local Records of Remarkable Events

1,1 '723.-- This year, the steeple oi St. John’s Church,
'iflttE, Wi,s pointed at the expense of the Corporation,
>»"ly -‘etherstone, Esq., M ayor; and, the same year, the

Ja^Uai i10*n' ed at the expense of the parishioners,
"«HU, ^7’ '742.— George Clark, joiner, better known by the
G \\av Skipper Clark,”  a gormandizing eccentric character 
'Oil, i->r a wager ate at a public house, a leg of mutton,
b| tin, p,'  ̂ **’ il "ti'ee-half-penny loaf, and drank six pints of ale; 
"'rich 1,7 ba^  Pint ° f  which was jiut a half-pennyworth of snuff, 
- ^,|"!’i:miu 1 1 1 tely performed in two hours.
|, “ttNlle 
‘u"KtTT
'G'lngin, "to  N«uv Testament, with a well-jiolished chain
jl;i'Vii,.l| ( "'ereto. if such book or chain should be offered to be 
' mm),, M s<) *'• the |H>rson or persons to whom such offer shall 
‘r |u.,,. ’ ‘ill‘ -'-’sired to stop the same, together with the person

M-Tej
'-■usiI'" '  1 ! 7- 1745.- hi the night, \ 11 Saints Church, in 

*u,tK ' " ils broken into, “ and thereout taken a book i«titled

S»illts.” ’ a,ld give an account thereof to the wardens of All 
,r”*ks ,.| . ,l,s is merely to show that at this period there- were

■'Ul,(.„ in this church.
''"nr m, 1751.— In. heating an oven in a gentleman’s hohse,

' v  r i i , , . .  i _ 0
"«ii 9 ( j .  . _ j _________ ____

"'Ufcli (J' " ni"g . when a woman servant went running into the 
|',||!-Ti.jr.l('1 Sunday), calling out fire! fire! on which all the 
( ! 'st Illa|l° the best of their way to the door, in the
1 '"iy "'"sio iq  and in their hurry to «'scape broke the font, 

'""U s  workmanship, all to pieces.

church at Sunderland, the fire took hold of some

Sir,—With reference ip your quotation from “  Britain’ s Birth 
Rato,”  by Francis .1. Corina, which appeared under ‘ ‘ The Birth 
Rate and the Future ”  in “ The Freethinker ’ dated May 5, 
1940, I should like to know what you think would happen to. 
say, England (a Protestant country), in which a goodly number 
of Roman Catholics live, in 50 years, during which time the 
it.C .s continue to breed promiscuously (as their Church encour­
ages them to do) and the Protestants and others who have 
accepted the modern teaching of controlled production

With R.C.s developing in numbers as they are doing now, 
1 can foresee them outnumbering all other groups in thci future. 
-«-Yours, otc., , J. B. M acau ly .

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON— -Outdoor

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Intone Pond. Hampstead)__
Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. Emniv. Parliament Hill Fields, 
I p.111. Debate — Christianity and Slavery,”  Mr. A rthur 1L 
von IiOKscii and Air. T.. Enuitv. Highbury Corner, 7 p.ni., 
Messrs. A ttfibi.1*.and L urton.

West London Uranch N.S.S. (Hyde Park).— 6 p.m., Messrs. K. C. 
S achin  and J. Hart.

LONDON—In noon
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Bed Lion Square, 

W .C.J)__ Sunday, 11 a.m., a lecture.
( 'O l'N Tl! Y— Outdoor

Blackburn Branch N .S.S. (Market Place)___7 p.m., a lecture.
Liverpool Branch N .S.S. (Ranelagh Street, opp. Tyuvis's).- A 

lecture.
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields). —  3 p.m., Mr. .). 

( L ayton.
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DOGMAS AND DIGESTS—A WARNING

“ IF you take away Religion what will you put in its place?”  
is the frequent final question of a Christian whose stock proofs 
have keen exploded one after the other by an unbeliever. The 
answer uttered like a triumphant checkmate invariably is : “ If 
you take out an aching tooth why put another aching tooth in 
its place.”  lint 1 suspect that the closing answer is only 
partially sound, for growing up around us day by day are beliefs 
which rush in to fill the vacuum left by lost religion. Many 
of these' beliefs are just as ill-founded and as damaging as 
Christian dogma and their roots lie in tile same soil, though the 
leaves and flowers are different to the eye.

.  The priests of the new religions are our popular scientists, and 
their missionaries are the editors of popular digests witli the 
Mother Church in America. I except the World Digest which 
Sir John Hammerton lias, in the main, been able to run on 
adult lines.

As the priest begins lo despair of convincing man of tin1 future 
life, the scientific reporter rushes into print with news of a 
Russian doctor’ s elixir which may before long prolong man’s 
life on earth indefinitely. Thousands believe but the Insurance 
companies do not lower their premiums. The Infidels!

As the parson finds less and less sale for the Blood of the 
Lamb as a solvent for stains on the soul the digest provides a 
hundred new panaceas for ills of the body— gland extracts, 
deep breathing, diet, vitamins, electric massage, sea-bathing, 
brown bread, new surgical operations, penicillin, M. & IS. drugs, 
etc. Each new announcement causes a nucleus of believers in 
the idea that one thing will prove the salvation of the world 
The true scientist stands aghast to see his tentative experiments 
trumpeted abroad as “  the one and only truth,”  much as 
the world’s great philosophers must have been surprised when 
they saw their own thoughts fed out as Christian sandwiches 
between two pieces of sanctimonious nonsense.

Some time ago 1 entered the Italian colony of Eritrea and 
arrived at Asmara just as the Americans were leaving. Packets 
of vitamin tablets were selling at a sovereign each though their 
true price was only just under two dollars. The food of the 
Italians at that time was better than we can imagine here in 
England to-day and required no supplementing, but the word 
had gone round that Vitamin E maintained the sexual apparatus 
at a high pitch and money which would once have been spent 
on prayer candles was squandered on unnecessary tonics. It 
was the same in Palestine where atabrine tablets given free to 
tHe army were resold lo Palestinians at a High price to guard 
against malaria. M. A 1!. sulfa drug tablets were sold by Arabs 
on tlie Red Sea coast for as much as 2s. 6d. each once some 
digest reached the Middle East relating the wonderful new cure 
for venereal diseases. Saints’ hopes of yesteryear are the pills ol 
to-day.

The rationalist may prefer to see'these new beliefs supplant 
thi' old rather than see no change at all hut 1 submit that 
basically there, is no change. All are founded on the wish for 
personal survival and advantage, fear, ignorance and super­
stition. All the effort which lias for centuries been wasted in the 
self-delusion of religious sects is finding new channels of waste 
at a time when one might, have hoped to see it, swell the river 
of human progress.

Look at your bookstall and count the digests upon it. 
Attractively presented and making no demands upon the reader’s 
intelligence these pocket magazines are month by month culling 
I lie nonsense from the world’ s press and concentrating it into an 
essence. These books are entertaining in style and the habit 
of reading them is quickly formed and owing to their concentration 
its statements tend to stick in tin' mind as facts and already 1

" X r i t y ' ^  r ° Pl°  ................... -
Die rationalist J as vvas Denes is centuries ago.

fighting an a t t i t u d e f  uf the New Dogma for 1"’ |S
exenipliiymg that attitu not Just a fi'w religious group

"  HIVING.LYNDON

PIETY IN GAOL

Do good, for good is good to do ;
Spurn bribe of heaven and threat of Dell.

IN 1943 Professor,

— The Kasidah of Haji Abdu el 

John Anderson, Professor

Yozdh 
i ilO' at

1ie* 
rel>gion;

cut oI

if PhilOS0!'1
W h V r ^ ty’ " ’as °«ns»red by both chambers of th- 
U ?  1 ;,rliameilt for having said this: “ If
under«! ' r  "  '• ‘ly a f)art in education as the develop!"1"
understanding, rt could only be as a subject on which v«-"",

own experience. . . . 1 should argue (1) that tt.e
it' ','f °  “ i r ,T - tiHnal SyStt™  is 1,10 morality «»>f scIlola.rship, of freedom of thought; (2)

'lews could be considered by the child and grasped i" 111 •
1) is

IIP»I’ll*
protecting of any morality from competition rnakes  ̂  ̂ ¡()))fm'

weakness; and (3) that the clergymen who give inst* 1 
schools are not experts in ethical science. Teachers, 
he well advised to keep the clergy out of the schools.

put’s
the r- 
Ci itl'0' 

rah"1 ■*
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in"1“'

Clergymen, both Protestant and Catholic, always 
good conduct depends on religion (supernaturalisni)- 

According to the census of 1933, 21 per cent, of 
of New South Wales stated that they were Horn"11 f 
Approximately two-thirds of the Catholic children a r e f  ̂
schools conducted by thfe Catholic Church in N.S.M •’ |
an intensive religious training from priests, brothel * ■ ^
Therefore, if religion conduces to good social bchuvio"^ 
should have a low rate of delinquency. Actually»

,villi"1
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it?

e l#

tin'
the highest rate!

Each year the Government Statistician of 
in the Official Year Book of N .S .W ., statistics < 

N .S .W . on June 30 of earli J1,1

N .S .W . I’ ''.'’1' 
shotf,,,fc

Ii»vt

she5’
llr'

Ke*
religions of prisoners 
read these, revelatory statistics:

Year ended Total ( 'ntholic
June 30 prisoners prisoner;

1934 1,515 540
1935 1,398 454
1936 1,330 464
1937 1,183 404
1938 1,176 422
1939 1,364 481
1940 1,357 487
1941 1,236 423
1942 .1,497 471
1943 . ' 1,558 529
1944 1,739 614

Catl"'1̂ )
(pet l'‘

35
32 
34
34
35 
35 
35
34 
31
33
35

than „Catholic women 
rate, there being 

of a total of 139 women I"' i 
The figures are not published " 1 ^  

of belittling Catholics, but with the object l’f )I'j,.|ii1

is higher 
63 Catholic

itn ' ,, iif

Delinquency amongst 
average male Catholic 
incarcerated in 1943 out 
.1 line 30, or 45 per cent.
intention . ................ .................., „ .............................
that the claims of priest and parson are false. I ^ u '1 
generally send their children to State schools, but w.h;1* ’¡Jiii* 
have been collated for Church schools conducted by fl’111 t(.|ii|1” 
that the rate of delinquency is higher than that of St"*’ '̂„1'” 
products. In short, the Catholic one-fifth of New S o "! 1 i- 
produces one-third of the delinquents. Professor AinI* 
right! The clergy should be kept out of the schools. ,Piii"

(Compiled by IS. Calcutt, and issued by the Queo"*- ' 
Rationalist Society)
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