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VIEWS AND OPINIONS
K‘
)'■
It*

With the Gods
HPN very young I remember being puzzled by the belief 

holding there was one God only should be held higher 
, laQ the belief in many gods. I had then read enough to 
? aware that all sorts of gods existed in all sorts of

t aces. There really seemed to be a very liberal rationof „„j _  J
belt
'ver

Sods. But the position was puzzling. My own people
eved there was only one real god, the others, they said, 

jjej.e ' idols.”  But then next door were people who 
,, Wved there were three gods— father, son and a fearsome 
^ ° y  ghost.”  Then beyond these there were multitudes 
(f. k’°ds of all sorts, colour and quality. The world seemed 

llie to have a god-ration that was liberal and accom- 
^dating. There were gods, little and big, good and bad. 

6l'e were gods who enjoyed good wine, and others who 
J°yed the savour of burning meat. There were gods 

S0l!f brown and black. There seemed to be all
t(j s °f gods for all sorts of people, and that seemed to me 
(]. G a quite sensible arrangement, particularly when I 
1̂ covered that people could “  swap ”  gods whenever they 

¡tii ,li5ed. It seemed a good arrangement. In 
°conce I thought the one god theory7 rather unfair.

/  knew we were expected to praise and thank God when

mv

thifiller,
Pl*E

:1gs were going pleasantly, but we were also expected to 
'ise God when things went awry7. If people were well 

J'.'ey praised God for it, if they were unwell they praised 
"'n more vigorously. I was told that was the right thing 
0 do. Briefly, these and other considerations gave me a 
Idling that the praise of God was being overdone, 
^¡dentally, I also wondered whether the prayers and 

^titiong to God at all hours of the day were not being over-
°ne. I also wondered whether God was not bored with
l(i continuous praise that went up to him. M y own 

Mpents WOuld have been tired of so continuous worship, 
y'd I paid God the compliment of thinking that he was as 
*J<1°d as they were.
,, Later I learned that the Greeks called this kind of praise 

Lie nectar of the gods,”  and that explained a lot. It 
, Us an assumption that it was praise and prayers that kept 

gods in being. When prayers cease the gods sink to 
' °thingness. In my later readings I discovered that this 
.6§lect was the only disease from which gods— wherever 

were— died. Then, later, still in my early teens, I 
j‘l>ne across the writings of that great Roman satirist, 
Jllcian, and in one of his supreme satires he pictures the 

gathered to discuss why it was that so few prayers 
'bached them. After a great deal of discussion, Momus,Jj.v. . . . ’
,, insignificant god, said to Jupiter, the principal god, 

We are here by ourselves and can speak the truth. What 
' aH We expect from the people when they see the confusion 

disorder of human life? The most blameless are left

to perish in poverty, sickness and thraldom . . . while the 
most vicious and profligate are loaded with riches and 
honours. If the truth must be spoken, our whole employ
ment is to sit here and pay no regard to anything but 
whether our oblations are diligently paid and the smoke of 
incense regularly ascends from our altars. . . . I t  therefore 
serves us right if mankind after a while open their eyes.” 
That might have been written yesterday instead of about 
sixty years after the alleged death of the God Jesus.

One or Many
To get back to our one god versus a multitude. I went 

on wondering why one god was “ nobler ”  than two or 
three, or a crowd. My answers were as before. Like 
Alice in Wonderland, things were getting “  curiouser and 
curiouser.” I was advised to go to the Bible. That 
seemed to be good advice, except that the Bible was just 
reeking with gods. And they were always fighting or 
scandalising each other. The Bible did not help the “  one 
god only ”  theory. Moreover, the Bible— the only book 
ever written by “  the finger ”  of God— said distinctly

Thou shalt have no other God but m e,”  and it would 
have been nonsense if, after saying that, the same God 
said he was the only -God existing. It looks like a case of 
a would-be monopolist trying to beat a competitor. It was 
a religious version of “  Be sure to use Smith’s com 
plasters only.” All the Bible God tells his people is that 
they must not go about worshipping other gods. God was 
the first great monopolist. His was the kind of warning 
that English subjects must not swear obedience to a foreign 
country. To clinch the matter, this much is plainly set 
forth in the Bible, “  I, thy God, am a jealous God.”  God 
is really more honest than his present-day followers. He 
affirms the existence of ‘ ‘other Gods.” They declare that 
these Gods did not exist. God was mistaken.

But to clinch the matter of this one God versus a multi
tude discussion, God contributed to more than one book. 
He caused to be written another publication called the 
“  New Testament.”  In the old Bible there were at least 
two Gods— God and Satan. One occupying hell— and 
earth— and the other limited to heaven. But the New 
Testament raises the number of gods to three— God the 
Father, God the Son, and a third party, the Holy Ghost. 
W e can, of course, visualise the father God and thq 
suddenly publicised Son. But the Holy Ghost? What is 
it like? Who is he? The information becomes more 
confused when we discover that the three are o'ne. How 
does that happen? It is quite true that in the case.of a 
registered trading company we can treat the said company 
as a single item, or person. But by what method can we 
telescope three gods into o'ne.? All that is left for us to do 
is to assume that there really is more than one God in 
existence, and that combined they take on the character 
of a limited company and may be dealt with as a single
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entity, or a group of individuals, just as we feel disposed. 
Nevertheless, if we bear in mind the multitudes of angels 
and devils that exist— if we follow Christian calculations—  
we really have clouds of gods of one order or another.

The position becomes still stronger if we bear in mi'nd 
the myriads of gods that flourished in the non-Christian 
world. Gods of ancient Egypt, of Babylon, of Assyria, of 
South America and of many other places. It is evidently 
not justifiable to assume there is only one God, and that 
he leads a very lonely existence. Gods were once very 
plentiful. Perhaps it was when a monopoly m the form 
of “  Thou shalt have no other God but me ”  came into 
play that the gods began to decline in numbers. The 
responsibilities of individual gods were divided. There were 
different gods for different purposes, and the god market 
had a busy time. There was also a certain comradeship 
among them. Each god had his field of operation, and a 
failure here and there was easily overlooked— or forgiven. 
But with only one God above water the responsibility was 
easily fixed, and one by One worshippers dropped out, until 
we have reached a stage where the gods are shrinking 
into nothingness. It would not be amiss if one day a 
great monument was raised—not to the gods that m i g h t  
have been, but to all the gods that have ever existed.

1 was glad to find that I have on my/side no less a person 
than Anatole France. He points to the safety that lies 
with a quantity of gods and the dangers that follow a single 
deity. He says: — .

“  One god, if he makes a mistake, brings disaster 
on all who believe in him. Even if he be wise, lie has 
but one sort of wisdom suitable to one sort of man.

The gods of the Greeks, owing to their diversity of 
character, are more fittingly adapted to the diversity 
of the human temperament.. These gods live in 
harmony together, though they do not agree on a 
single point. In the Trojan war, some sided with the 
Greeks, some with the Trojans. That alone taught 
the Greeks to have broad views. There were divinities 
for every temperament. An Aphrodite for the 
voluptuary, a. Pallas Athene for the seeker after wisdom. 
None of these deities was free from failings, hut then- 
failings were mutually corrective.

In all there was more beauty of restraint than of 
might and greatness. They did not crush their 
worshippers with their immensity. They were human. 
Their history was credible, and you were not compelled 
to believe it. Nowadays we are forced to believe in 
an impossible God'. The great advantage of polytheism 
is that there were no dogmas. You were at liberty to 
think what you liked, even about the gods, with 
nothing to fear save a temporary fit of anger due to 
threatened prerogatives or to excited passions. But 
intolerance, with all its dread consequences, . was 
impossible. Its dread sequel was impossible. Zeus 
had his weakness, but he was wise too, and he showed 
it- As for the God of the Christians, he cannot shed 
his Jewish origin, and that explains his terrible ferocity 
and ai whole host of paltry meannesses. Even in the 
years that have elapsed since his sojourn on Mount 
Sinai he has not succeeded in acquiring a thorough 
polish. He is a twaddler and a lie-a-bed. He thinks 
a great deal too much about cookery and love-making.
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Moreover, he has One terrible fault, he is 8 
chopper. For a word, a syllable, he would lay "  
the world with fire and sword. j

lutesThe God of the Deist cannot be called Oue 
Every Deist makes his own God and contend1 
himself therein. He does not obtrude himsel ^ 
much. The God of Plato, of Jean Jacques 
of Beranger, never did anyone any harm. - j,,
Victor Cousin’s God, he had a strange a d ven t"16' ; 
bis old age he turned Christian, and no one n>en 
him now.”

It would be im pudence to 'try  to improve Anatole l*1'

CHAPMAN COHl’N'

CATHOLIC CANT

i > adTH E  bare-faced impudence of some Roman Catholics w*11 ‘ 
publicists for the Holy Shop is only equalled by tho ig110' . p- 
of others who are ready to believe whatever they may be 1 
these publicists. ^yc-

Time and again has the old lie been told by Cathol|C 
peddlers that marriage outside the Roman Church is not vj pi 
time and again has the lie been refuted, not only by Freetln11 j 
but by religionists of other denominations than the Roiin|1K ¡;|| 
even by honest-minded Catholics themselves whose 
principles sometimes .stand higher than their religious

But the Lord’s Liars are not merely opportunists wh<( jj.jr
stand shamefacedly 
perversions,

corrected when found out in ,bl"
They are soured by the rancid reek of RoinA’^ t  

to an extent that makes them incapable of playing 11 1' ,,|V 
game of polemics on any question, or of conceding that 
aspects of life in which people have oi 
of nourishing themselves on Papal- pap and priestly pud
aspects of life in which people have outgrown the infantile 

and have begun to feed on the more solid stuff of social
One of these aspects is that of marriage. In ever-in1'1 ‘ 0| 
numbers young people' are deciding that the civil f°*"'nt'1’ 
marriage (the only legal form) is all that is necessary t° * ĵ|(v 
into a domestic partnership with dignity and decency, «|I1( 
are cutting out the tomfoolery of church ceremonies, "  (|,,- 
exhort them to be fruitful and multiply for the sake 0 
Lord, without paying any regard to the economic conisidd'1  ̂
involved, and, which bind them till death do them part 
any regard to possible failure of the arrangement. jn

Consequently, it cannot pay “ The Catholic Herald.”  eitl'^f0. 
tho short run or tho long run, to repeat such deliberate .¡f
logical lies as the statement that a marriage between a C* j-
and an unbaptised person is invalid unless a dispensab"1' 
secured from the Church. s0ii

To be brutally frank, if a Catholic and an unbaptised I1' ^  
wish to marry it doesn’t matter a damn about a disponsl . 
from the Church— and the Church knows i t ! There is only ,, 
form of marriage in this country. That is. civil nlarriage, ^
or without the piecrust of a ceremony in church. Anyone, * d 
a Catholic to a Calathumpian, can be married, legally 
properly, to an unbaptised person— even to a “  blatant Ath1’1 ^, 
It has been done and constantly is being done. One of m.V ( 
friends is in that position. The Church may say she is no 1°'^  
a Catholic, but who cares what the Church says? She say5 
is, and I know of no copyright in the title.

At the same time, however, “ The. Catholic Herald’s ” ,  ̂
theologian, in accordance with the practice of his theoho0^ ,. 
prototypes in the Church of former days, does concede “ V,, 
thing, under sheer social pressure. Dealing with the . ,! 
whether a marriage between a non-Catholic and an unbap 1-j, 
person is valid, ho agrees it is, if tile civil formalities are °Hsei 
That is a very generous concession, coining from a 'Church';..-
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sin 'b’nounced all marriages except the romances of Home. I
ÜUpPose that in the moral sphere this step is almost as important
»ho,, (| vision made in the physical sphere about 120 years ago, 
traVej 'e Church graciously consented to permit the earth to 
had 10und *-he sun— 150 years after Copernicus and Galileo 
Chut(,j' Iellfifically established the fact. So the Unchanging 

Unci,'. ^°eS a little sometimes, and despite its
.,ln8lng ” claims we mav echo Galileo’s famous phrase: 

7  11 «till moves.”

- * C T V  . ■ ■ •V . ai.d ibrection, and the Church moves both backward and 
bac|iw. ' ' forward when it is compelled by other influences, 
qu(.stj( U wheri it follows its natural inclinations. Where 
Î°the S °* . family limitation are concerned, for example, 

' Church goes back with a jolt— back to the jungle 
ur e °t mass breeding, heedless of the scientific fact that 

teq„irc selective way of living in organised society does not 
valUtl ' ^¡"discriminate breeding, paying no regard to the survival 
*<K:iai f. quahty as flSa*nst simple quantity, and ignoring the 
it 1,!^  'utoi's which, in human society, call for control of breeding 
In ... Ills art! t °  have lives that are individually worth while.

regardless of 
religion mass

alone, however, is purposeless unless considered in

N r
raw
vidual

nature mass breeding was necessary, 
values, to preserve the species ; in rawH'Q. 1 ■

' lri8 is governed by a similar principle, but it is the Church

'til , ls . seeking 
lV|(lual values,
as

to preserve itself. The same disregard for 
however, operates in each case, and it will

heccssary for man to combat the evils of mass religious 
i( q *n8 as it was to govern the mass breeding of primitive life, 
it)i.h' higher individual values in life are to be preserved. Sub-
'iilf'l individual in the mass and you lose everything asso- 
iii)(. with the higher culture and development of mankind, 
'is to the state in which there may be plenty Homo but
. /'Piens, plenty of the Primate species, but no primacy of 
1 N s.
W

Nn,'bless, in testimony to my charge of Catholic mass-breeding 
ci5tClPles, the campaign of the Leeds Catholic Parents’ A.sso- 
q, ll|,1> which has scared the Leeds Health Committee into 
'■’‘M i '* bng a ban on contraceptive machines, and on contra 

advertisements in public vehicles. These fighters for 
Hi,, " ,ri (Roman variety) represent only five per cent, of the 
,:1 r> ^ T 't y ,  yet their conception of freedom is such that they

"iduce an official body to deprive the remaining 95 per 
v ’!' °f advertisements and machines which might be a con- 

^"iice to them.
c0( "nt is it, however, that the Catholics really fear in this 

Notion? It cannot be the thought that the 95 per cent
.  Surely

i,| ifLare not stupid as th a t! Perhaps they are afraid that some
be incluced thereby to refrain from contraception.

(i| bieir own five per cent, might learn something that the
l N i  does not want them to know. If so, what a testimony

the •

„v" *

*  !
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le putting a for Government

y

q - v  value of Catholic teachings that Catholics, themselves 
\V?ldd so fear the spread of contraception in their own ranks. 

,l,lt a confirmation that moral outlook is fashioned by social 
"ions and not by religion.

(J*"t now hearken to Mr. B’ ielding (chairman of the delegation 
q bie Leeds Health Committee) shedding tears on behalf of 

Catholic crocodile whili 
l°l of contraceptives :

“  . . .  it was difficult to imagine a more degrading anti- 
s°cial and un-Christian occupation for young people than the 
Nanufacture of contraceptives, and the districts which were 
the centres of the trade were known £o be hotbeds of 
juvenile corruption. Government control would throw day- 
light on the activities of those who were making fabulous 
Profits . . . ”

- NT
I ' °W if Mr. Fielding and his Church are really concerned about
l j tlj, 'bug occupations, fabulous profits, and Government control,

,V "light pay a little attention to armament factories and

few other industrial black spots in which all these evils exist, 
jointly or severally. They might even include those factories in 
which Catholic “ ju n k ” is made— places where people spend 
their lives manufacturing Romish totems, fetishes, and other 
tripe, for the purpose not of preventing excessive physical birth, 
but of preventing intellectual birth. As for the “  hotbeds of 
juvenile corruption,” Mr. Fielding and other Catholics would 
be wiser to refrain from using such phrases, because non- 
Catholics might be reminded of the existence of Catholic schools 
and the position they hold in connection with juvenile 
delinquency figures. Leeds Catholics should be very careful, 
as Bradford is only nine miles away, and Bradford is the home 
of the famous Henshaw Report, which showed that while only 
6.5 per 1,000 of state school children found their way into the 
delinquency ranks, 15 per 1,000 of Catholic children managed 
to figure there.

Which reminds me that despite the Henshaw Report, which 
shattered the idea that church schools produced better children 
than state schools, the City Council at Bradford has granted a 
cool quarter of a million to Catholics in the city to build four 
new schools, the sum representing 75 per cent, of the cost, or, 
in other words, 25 per rent, more (as a free gift for Catholic 
privilege) than the new Education Act stipulates need bo given. 
Despite protests in the Press which clearly indicated that the 
people arc fed up with the dual system, only twelve out of a 
Council of 80 had the courage to put their names against the 
proposal on a recorded vote.

Which, in turn, reminds me of what I have said many times 
before— that our fight to-day is against a more subtle foe than 
decadent theology. This fact is emphasised when a- self-pro
claimed “  unbeliever ”  can justify, on such an occasion, the 
granting of a huge sum for the specific purpose» of bringing up 
children in the rudest and crudest superstition of the Western 
world.

Like Madam Roland I declaim,
“  What crimes are committed- 

In Thy N am e!”
FRANCIS J. CORINA.

F E W E R  B A B I E S

A journalistic topic often belaboured nowadays is that 
“  Britain is doomed if her falling birth-rate continues.”  This 
at a time when it is next to impossible to rent a house in any 
part of tile British Isles; and when mechanisation displaces 
labour far more effectively than wars.

Poor Mother ! She is becoming less and less a man’s breeding 
machine ; and governments and their literary henchmen do not 
like it. Big families were conceived in the days of uncontrolled 
sexual passion, each child was a further burden upon the bread
winner, and mothers were enslaved evermore to their homes. 
Enlightenment of the sexual act and contraceptives have been 
the means to the small modern families ; and one cannot imagine 
a return to the good old animal days.

W hat does it really matter if the British Empire falls to pieces, 
and if the English-speaking peoples diminish to insignificance? 
W e are not a chosen people. The one hope of world brotherhood 
is from a society wherein all peoples, white, back and yellow 
mingle without nationalistic, linguistic or sexual barriers.

E. H anson.

TIIE IIIBLE : WIIAT IS IT WORTH 7 By Colonel R. G. 
Ingersoll. Price 2d.; postage Id.

'MISTAKES OF MOSES, by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. Price 
3d.; postage Id.

THE MOTHER OF GOD, by G. W. Foote. Price 3d.; hy 
post 4d.
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ACID DROPS

Says the Lord Bishop of Chelmsford, “  If the wind of God 
were to blow over our country wo should achieve the hope and 
expectations when ihe whole world looked up to us.’ ’ Well, who’s 
a stopping of him? If God makes up His mind to blow common 
sense into parsons and a conscientious sense into our political 
masters, who— we repeat— who can stop him ? He could make 
politicians honest and preachers truthful, He could make all 
men considerate and honest in their dealings. Why doesn’t the 
wind of God blow? What happens is that poor struggling humans 
do what they can to make the wor d better, and when they succeed 
God steps in and takes all the credit for it. Of course, 
for ail we know God may have blown. Perhaps it was Ho who 
did the blowing in the case of the recent terrific blowing that 
did so much da rage to life and property in the great storm a 
few weeks ago. So we advise all not to urge God on, or let 
your prayer go, “  Oh, please don’t start blowing, you did 
terrific damage on the last occasion.”

The Catholic Church has been boasting of the large number of 
new followers they have. Of course, once a Catholic a man or 
woman remains a Catholic until he or she is formally discarded. 
But properly considered the Roman Church, like other Churches, 
is shrinking. Not even the threats and plans for holding people 
that the Homan Church has is proof against the influence of 
time and development. Here, for example, is the testimony of 
Mgr. Adamson, of Liverpool, who says, “  The number of 
Catholics attending Church is becoming less anu less. The 
number of lapsed Catholics was great even before the war; it is 
g ra te r  now. The problem is sufficient to engage the Church 
and Catholic action for many years to come.”

Of course, the blame for the decline of “  worshippers ”  is 
placed on the war. Mgr. Adamson says that “  religion is 
ignored and even ridiculed. Wo have even to defend the 
existence of God.”  But that is not a product of the war, 
although the war may have made the decline more rapid. The 
war simply shook a number of the better and the more thought
ful members of the Churches and set people considering their 
position. It is an illustration of the old saw, “  You can fool all 
the people some of the time, but you simply cannot fool all the 
people all the time.”  But we expect that the Church is awake 
to that fact. --------------  '

Dr. Hans Frank has been placed by the Polish Government at 
the head of their list of war criminals. He was responsible for 
the deaths of many thousands of Jews and Poles. He has now 
become converted, although it is possible that he was already 
Christianised before the war. But he was born a Catholic, so 
far as we know he remained a Catholic, but we believe some of 
the Catholic papers are treating him as a convert. It is said 
that he now “  reads the scriptures and talks with the priests.”  
But we doubt that God will so influence his judges that he will be 
set free— to become a propagandist of the Catholic Church. But 
of course, one never knows.

The Bishop of Lichfield, Dr. E. ¡4. Woods, is one of the more 
intelligent of present-day clergymen. Speaking in the Cathedral, 
he said, “  There is tendency to enjoy sex without realising the 
responsibility and sacrifice which must be present.”  Gloomily 
ho added, “•There are no longer any prostitutes in a professional 
sense because there is no demand for them. There are so many 
amateurs.”  If that be true, one wonders what has become of 
the power of Christianity, when it can so easily be pushed in 
the background when a war breaks out.

Of course, a lot of this is just nonsense. What we are seeing 
is the normal consequence of all wars. You cannot take all the 
manhood and womanhood, set aside the claims of domestic and 
social life, teach men and women, beginning with those in the 

* early “  teens ”  and fill them with a delight in killing, and sacrifice* 
the demands of a civilised humanity without paying a price. 
There has never been a war of any size or duration that has not 
threatened the solidity of social life.

November 18,

Finally, Dr. Woods is himself an illustration of rt>hes
under the stress of war. Before the war the Christian ^ 'lU^ onS 
had been getting more and more tottery. Their 00'n®ief aright 
were getting smaller and their doctrines were disregards ^  
and left. The Churches tried to protect themselves by ^
a very old Christian weapon— lying. They began to talk 
when the great historic Christian teaching was tha ,
____ ijx _  . . . . i . i  a ___  ... r . i , •... *n  +hn o e » ‘er«..
taken in by the Church talk about conduct, the more 0f 
concluded that good conduct was not the private prop® 
the Churches. They wore trying to savo their lives by com'1 „f 
suicide. What tho Church is experiencing is the conseq 
trying to live on lying.

morality could not save a man from damnation. All ^h° d®v( 
bed repentances were based on this principle. The di . 
t . t « »  r>i.„-„i, +„n, +Jw* more se*

ueiiee

God's

house, it is a sacred building; and He “  called ”  a certain P^er, 
to be His servant and to preach how Ho, as a Heavenly > ‘

entered St. Michael’s Vicarage and took £15 in cash and 
pieces of jewelry. Also the thieves entered St. Mark s> , ;,i 
Park, and took £21 and sixpence. They also took a " lC‘ 
the vicar’s pantry. Some one should write a book 0,1 
impartiality of God.

« The
The Bishop of Blackburn recently told his audience, ^ ser 

powers that be do not want religion. Public opinion does 11 
any need for religion.”  That looks as though it is 
shutting up. But the Bishop is made of stern stuff. 0,il?
that nothing but Christ can savo this country. W e ca,n feSii*

Can it be that •>* isay lie has been a hell of a time on tho job1.
toured the country, stopped and looked in a church or • ■ , oll 
then decided that the people were not worth saving? H ° .s 
have waited to see the non-religious who do not wor-shd1 
who do what they can to civilise the churchites.

Id
bid

We congratulate the inhabitants of Stockport that at 1®S*
thtf

have, after years of fighting, resolved to have cinemas on Sun|jiat 
and unless Stockport has improved very much we can say 
there are few places in England that needed brightening >'P .s0jr 
The vote in favour was two to one— with God and his l,al fl|f 
against. No one is prevented from going to Church. NeBd" 1 j||t> 
they now prevented going to tho cinema. According 
opposition it is a question of God versus the Cinema. AcC"  
to tho voting God has been beaten two to one. W hat for 
clergy do about it, or, contrary, what will God do fo the"1 
not managing things betterP

Those who arc genuinely working to bring the German ¡i
pl*

as a body to a reasonable measure of civil development, to *lll' (|o 
proper and honest part in the future life of Germany. " ’oU ir|ie
well to keep an eye on the tactics of the Roman Church. ,|, 
present development of Roland looks a.s though the Roman 1 1 
in Gormany, which before the war was one of its strong1 ^  
will in the future bo reduced to a much lower level. Judgiwf?
some of the articles in the Roman Catholic papers it looks

,e of

Once again we get an instance that the Church is n
'n Pe; 

Rati

helped him in his work. And— P Well,’ the other day

+ ofthough the Church is now manoeuvring to play the part 
friends of the discontented German people. It cannot but 11 t|,c 
case that the Germans will suffer much in the course 0 ay 
re-education of their country, and this will offer a fine opp01'”  t)llt 
of Rome to play the part of a god-sent saviour. W e h a '( ,p 
space to say more at the moment, but the tactics of the I* 
Church are very easily seen and should be carefully watched.

Dr. Matthews, Rean of St. Paul’s, London, was disturbed '' ^  
at a R .A .F . station he attended, some of the men regarde* j,„| 
English Church as part of tho whole set-up which they îi
ns dead. Wo disagree, tho Church is not dead, it has life on ^ 
to do a considerable body of harm. There are dead gods 8ak0ii 
and one of these days tho Church of England God will *°lll4t
the road that others have trodden. But, unfortunately' 
time is not yet.

i W
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SUGAR PLUMS

'll:hi't 11Qt exactly a “ Sugar Plum,’ ’ but we have no other 
'fill j paper available. Wc are suro that all our readers 
*•* l1js^10*' that for several woeks Mr. Palmer will not be sending 
Offered lnt^resting and much appreciated articles. Mr. Palmer 
S i t  1 il c°Hapse in the street and was at once r 
's illn "^ lore he still is. W e visited him as soon as we knew ofy18 jjj " “ WB Jit; M.UX 1». HU VWH/VU il*..* .... ~--------- — •• -  --

and found him looking very much better than we had 
ili  ̂ _*•"*. But he will have to rest for some weeks. 1 am sure 
till, e are voicing the feelings of all our readers when we wish 

1)11 their behalf, a speedy and complete recovery.

bii,  ̂ think the following letter which appeared in the “  Oxford 
>s worthy of notice: —

“  B AC K W A R D  P1DDINGTON  
] — Without any preamble, ] am frankly disgusted. I
^avo just returned from six years’ service with the Armed 
! ,,,ees, and 1 find that my children— six and seven years 
^pectively— cannot read 1 At the same time 1 am informed 
, lat they have been commended for religious knowledge! 
j seems to me that the whole object of this Church school 
^  'eligious knowledge. I am not against this training, but 

0 Church, to my mind, is the proper place for such training, 
jj in case you may think my children are unusually dull, I 

ltl that a child of eight years (only to mention one) cannot 
(,'d simple English. This is a sad state of affairs. 

t| This Church school to my mind is obsolete, and I believe 
l,lt the present Government think on something like the 
"o  lines To-night T have received a pamphlet from the

' diage parson. From this I learn that wo can read ‘ Suffer 
littlo children to come unto M e,’ and understand these 

"fords, because we have a school in the village, and so all of 
" s can road— but the fact remains that my children cannot
•'»ad 1

, "  So much for education. The pamphlet also tells me that 
Gie marriage register we are still using here was begun in 
1^7, the year Queen Victoria came to tho throne.’ I also 
"nk that tho water system in Piddington came into being 

a " " i t  that tim e! In fact it was 1885— but this is 1945. Why 
' atl we. not have tho water in the houses or at the door?

This also affects tho school, as the existing sanitary 
"Tangejnents there are primeval.

'* Tho pamphlet advocates the Church school. I think the 
„'ool like the sanitation and the water system is a thing 

of tho’ past. • ’
‘ I have just seen Nazism crash to the ground after six 

p®ars of hard fighting. 1 am inclined 
aldington is in the grip

" ’tlifully,— ‘ S i  OTTY.’ ”

am 
of some

to believe that 
such system.— Yours

425

The Blackburn Branch N'.S.S. holds another lecture to-day m 
the Public (Lecture) Hall, Northgate, Blackburn, when Mr. F. .J • 
Corina will speak on “ Fleet bought or Christianity”  at 7 p.m. 
This is one of a series of lectures arranged by the local branch. 
Mr. Corina is a clear and forceful speaker and the proceedings 
should provide a very interesting Sunday evening for Free
thinkers and Christians. --------------

There have been lively goings on at Bradford in connection with 
religion and the schools. From one of the local papers we learn 
that Mr. Cbriua, so well known to Freethinker readers, played 
a prominent and successful part in the discussions. W e shall be 
giving further information in our next issue.

Hats off to the “  slickness ”  of the Bishop of Bristol. In an 
article in the “  Church of England Newspaper ”  1m says that, 
“ We do not as a nation deny the existence of God.”  Now we 
like that “  as a nation.”  One could not say the bishop was lying 
if wo could find but a couple of hundred who believed in God. 
The evidence is that “  on such occasions as V  E  Day we still 
flock to Church to take part in services and prayer.”  Well done, 
O bishop! But what must God think of it all when 1m has to 
stage a world war in order to get a full house? May he not 
think that if tlm only occasions when tho people will flock to 
Church is when there is a “  show ” on, may not oven God think 
that the g’amo is almost played out? After all, gods have their 
feelings, and we take it that the Christian God is not quite so 
easily fooled as thte Bishop of Bristol appears to believe.

Unfortunately, the optimism of tlm Bishop of Bristol is 
knocked out by the report of a special commission of the Church 
of England to discover the situation of Christianity in this 
country. Tho report of this commission is before us. I t  says 
that, “  The English are still more deeply influenced than thoy 
know themselves by Christianity.”  That seems rather a difficult 
situation to discuss. It is no use asking for proof when the 
evidence is admittedly not possible.

Perhaps the next thing will be that the editor of the “  Free
thinker ”  is a Christian without knowing it. W o do not see how 
one can disprove the statement. For as Christianity has come to 
mean almost anything, it may be held by anybody, and it may 
mean whatever one cares to make it.

But tho very next paragraph gives more light and seems to 
knock tlm early statement to pieces. Here it is: —

“  There can be no doubt that there is a wide arid deep 
gulf between the Church and the people. How far tlm rift 
has gone . , . cannot be measured . . . Evacuation has 
opened tlm eyes of one half of tlm inhabitants of this island ■ 
. . . with the result that they are opened very wide indeed.”

Dealing with the men and women in the Forces the commission 
goes on to sa'y : —

“  The evidence of chaplains and others in close touch with 
all three Services and munition factories . . . testifies witli 
one voice to the fact of a wholesale drift from organised 
religion. The irrelevance of Church in tho life and thought, 
of the community is apparent from two symptoms which 
admit of no dispute. They are the widespread decline in 
church-going and tlm collapse of Christian moral standards.”

And that seems to give an adequate answer to the optimism 
of the Bishop of Bristol. _________

But it is very difficult always to dodge facts. And tlioro is 
another confession that explains a lot. The Bishop says, “  I do 
not believe that anything-is more serious at the present time 
than the fact that the great majority of our people have not 
any real sense of the supernatural.”  W e believe that to be 
touching one of the causes of the decline of religion. W ith a 
simple-minded people tho supernatural is something that is 
actually natural in its constant influence ou human beings. But 
gods of all shapes and colours and qualities belong to tlm super
natural and their activities should always be on hand. But the 
growth of the “  natural ’ ’ as against the decline of tlm super
natural gives us an under,standin'g of the causes that bring the 
decline of gods of all qualities. The Bishop of Bristol spoke with 
greater wisdom than lie tliought.
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SOME NOTES ON ARCHEOLOGY

VI.

W H A T E V E R  else the new archeological discoveries have shown, 
it is a fact that there are some critics who insist on the priority 
of Latin over Greek as the language in which the Gospels, or at 
least one or two of them, were originally written. But what has 
been the stumbling block always in comparing Greek and Latin 
texts is the difficulty of reconciling the hopelessly different 
readings which they so often represent. Dr. Cobern in his “ New 
Archeological Discoveries ”  says that “ every great text critic 
now believes that the variations of text, either in the classics 
or in the New Testament, are due, not chiefly to wilful corruption, 
but to ignorance. Ignorant as the scribes were who wrote some 
of the Greek miniscules, few of them can be compared in this 
inspect with the Latin scribes,” And he cites as an example 
the Codex Corbeiensis, one of the celebrated Latin versions, 
spelling Paul as “  paulus,” “  laulus,”  "p a n s ,”  and even 
“  populus.”  A ll this puts the “  fa c t”  of “  Divine Inspiration ”  
in a rather dubious light, though apologists hastily point out that 
Inspiration is only claimed for the “  original ” writings. Yet, 
strange to say, it did not take long.for these “ originals ”  to be 
thoroughly corrupted.

Do all these corruptions, then, these various readings and 
faulty spelling, to say nothing of obvious interpolations, affect 
the “  purity ”  of the text ? Not a bit— according to Dr. Coborn, 
lie  claims that the collation of 4200 Greek MSS. “  confirms the 
integrity and purity of the New Testament text.”  One has only 
to go through the Variorum New Testament to see what nonsense 
a learned theologian can write when under the influence of 
religion.

In addition to various texts and versions, archeologists have 
come across many MSS. purporting to give “  new ”  sayings of 
Jesus not reported in the Gospels. Needless to say, these are 
just as wonderful, or very nearly as wonderful, or even greater 
than anything hitherto discovered about Jesus. The sayings 
must be his because nobody else could possibly have said them—  
just as the story of the woman taken in adultery must be true 
because it is so very typical of Jesus— though an undoubted 
interpolation in the Gospel of John. To a lay mind like my 
own— utterly irreverent— some of these new “  sayings ”  are 
drivel; in any case what are we to say of this “  preface ” found 
in a fragment discovered in 1903 at Oxyrhynchus: “ These are 
the (wonderful) words which Jesus the living (Lord) spake 
to . . . and Thomas; and he said unto (them), ‘ Everyone that 
hearkens to these words shall never taste death . . . ’ ”  Any 
saying which “  sounds good enough,”  contends Dr. Coborn, 

^■ally must be attributed to Jesus. There you have theological 
criticism at its best.

It seems to me that early Christian writers had only to 
attribute their work to an apostle, and when found by an 
archeologist it would be lauded sky high, as one of the world's 
greatest discoveries. The newly-found Gospel of Peter and also 
the Revelation of Peter must be Peter’s because it says so; or 
if not by Peter, must be by a friend of Peter, or written down 
by Christians from tradition, or— but what do reasons matter? 
It is a wonderful discovery, and we must let it go at that. After 
all Peter might have written it!

Then we get newly-discovered Acts of Paul. There is, of course, 
not a scrap of evidence that Paul had anything to do with it and 
every indication that it is nothing but unadulterated fiction.

. But does that matter? Dr. Cobern gives a summary of it, and 
we learn, apart from all sorts of adventures— some even with 
his girl friend Theda— that Paul was finally beheaded under 
Nero, “ but afterwards reappears,”  I cannot see why believers

November 1R

in the resurrection of Jesus should jib at the resurre
tion

Paul. Surely all these stories come from the same min*-

For Dr. Cobern, however, the difference really is “ tha
a religious history and a religious novel.”  ai.v - * .

veil ,
The ApocryP"“'

Gospels are not “  wilful fabrications,”  but “  may well 1®" 
been written by men who trusted to the memory of aged lie0l’ ' 
who had actually heard Jesus speak or had listened to sen»0"'
from the apostles or their successors.” And if sonic 0

f th<>

stories 
to a little

-nb
are stupidly silly, well, that may ho due ‘ 
ttle “ misunderstanding.”  The idea that the 1

writers were in the main either unmitigated liars or were "
,ritin«
ne'1

Gnostic or other mystical allegories in the guise of history >
seems to occur to Dr. Cobera.

He mentions the discovery of many Bible sites and
if these confirmed Bible stories. The fact that the .

Ips«iCHorse In n ,” which Mr. Pickwick visited, still exists in *i 
does not prove the veritable existence of that estimable 8 ,]V. 
man. In surrounding bis characters with real topog1, ¡| 
Dickens added to the verisimilitude of his story, and that 
that can be claimed for the Bible. The discovery of Ur, r' f|j 
genuine, does not and cannot prove that there was eve 
a person as Abraham.

verf
In excavating Christian tombs and burial places j 

interesting information lias been gathered about the l'k  ̂ ^
habits of the people, but a good deal of what appeared *be'"
speculation on the part of Freethought writers has also 
thoroughly confirmed. Dr. Cobern is obliged to admit

’ bS»’1“
then 

th

‘ much of the Egyptian religious symbolism was adjusted t1 
new Christian faith. The picture of Isis nursing Ilorus

rtfclr

to show how very little, if anything at all, has been I'"1
Sufficient has, I hope, been said in this short series of a1'

through excavations which supports in the smallest way 
Gospel narratives. Temples, synagogues, and churches ‘fly 
been discovered, packed with interesting revelations of ]l 
things, but of proof that there ever lived a Jesus or, f,,r J  
matter, a Peter or a Paul, there is not a scrap. There 1 
thousands of inscriptions to pagan deities— in one ArteiM8
actually called the “ saviour goddess” — and those to Jest»* 1..

la1“on the same lines. But the latter are all comparatively |. 
when the Christian religion was well established, and the rei1111' 
able thing about them is the way they run on pagan lines.

And finally. In all his big book of 700 pages, Dr. Co®*̂ . 
scrupulously avoids the word miracle. Th© only witness " " l 
considering to Freethinkers excavation can produce is a wit'1̂  
which proves', not the “ trustworthiness”  of New Test*®1 
narratives in general, but that of the miracles described tin'11. ^
in particular. What evidence has any of the various Explor
Societies given us that one single miracle has ever or

i lo r a -  j 
• cu v r<

excavation prove the truth of (in// miracle? Is it possible 
imagine such a witness? And if so, how many of our m1'"  
science would accept him ?

Freethinkers indeed can welcome excavation ; it 
Christians who must in the long run fear it.

,  H. CUTNER
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a forerunner of the Madonna and Child . . . ”  Here  ̂ ^ 
have a Fundamentalist Christian admitting, on the stre®8 
recent excavation, something pointed out in many early  ̂^ (li 
thought works and of course ridiculed by the Church as a "  jjlt' 
But if we now know for certain that Isis and Horus w1’1 
models for Mary and Jesus wliat about the other resenibk'"' ^

Dr. Cobern gives an illustration of the Swastika 'v^ '1 ¡̂,»1 
declares was “ used as a Christian emblem from the 
times not only in the Roman catacombs but also in Egyl’*- |1(. 
should like to see a Christian comment on this as well as 1111 ^ 
fact that the Roman Catholic Hitler chose a Homan Ca* 
Christian emblem as Iris trade mark.
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Or to put it another way. Would any witness discovered thr0" 1’
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IN-
FAREWELL, MR. WELLS

lit. Published in the “ Sunday Express”  on 21st October,
certain*. ^  <-” s Predicted the end of the world with the same
Mr,  ̂ th;it any lesser mortal would prophesy the end of
1 • R olls Th,, ,1 iffiJi’AnpA is of course, that the world„„ • The difference is, of course, that the world

rM í v r heastr‘little ■

Jir.
It

Wells. .......................
... ------onomers tell us) for 2,000,000,000 years

little '*• “ • W ells for only 79 ; the planet having thus a 
Aiiw'U° r<’ background than the prophet. Even iso, an eminent 
U m an H . L. Mencken, was writing of “ the late

'11s over 20 years ago.
,l'a<h |"i 8^ ’000 years for the light from the Great Nebula to
it 10 astronomically microscopic speck upon which we live—  
cor,,., ' S H . G. W ells some 70 years of contemplation to 
c0j . de that the world, nay, tho universe, will disintegrate 

j Llt 0ntly with himself.
l)iopli'i n<>t ^e^eve ^  Mr. W e lls ! You are on a safe bet in 
N ( , ^ g the end of civilisation as we know it, and the 
Mile,, 'S W°  ^ now it, but to put a period to your prophecy is to 
iht. ^.°u 011 a level with those divines to whom, for centuries, 
fij l̂ ‘ °I  the world was always at hand. Was it not recently 
tad, i  ̂ an R I,lel'ican minister of the gospel for a few Thursdays

y
■\feri . w<Te amusing and entertaining in your fanciful “  First 
Ijefoj.1,1 tbe M o on ”  period; you interested us with your novels 
t;il., lnvention flagged and, sure of your mental superiority you 
V t'<* to lecture us.

Itea<i( .Wlif>to a history which compared favourably with Winwood 
''•icd'V J'0U bored us terribly with “ William Clissi

n

ribly with “  William Clissold ” ; you 
I « ... ever more frequently in such efforts as the “  Fate 
''mo Sapiens.”  But now— your personal Swan Song is to be 
fu- - . . .  . . .sm " neral march of the universe ; Amen to the music of the

Meres !
Intjj ' tbe character of “ tho writer ”  (why do you pontificate in 

l| third person?) you announce your conclusions that “ if his 
, '4ing has peen sound, this world is at the end of its tether.”  
rjr 10 writer’s ”  conclusions are to be accepted without evidence 
(,j Masoning simply because they are Mr. H. G. W ells' con- 
,l(.Ui°ns. J .repudiate ¡such dogmatism. I refuse to accept my 
0||'‘tb sentence from the pen of “  the writer’ s ”  arbitrary tribunal 

the writer’s ”  expert evidence.
'°> Mr. Wells, you can’t take us with you !

ANTH ONY JAMES.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

must safeguard the freedom of the Press.”  Is there i 
I !*nal in this country which has not at some time or othe 
l^ te d  these words? “ W e must not have a controlled Pres 
,I, 0 Russia, Italy or Germ any”  they say. Now what exact!; 

' ’ lley mean ?
w be meaning seems quite plain to me. British newspaper 
. ' 'd  to publish just what they choose, and 1 contend that i 
(, u'tly what they are doing. Anything the proprietors and editor 
li ike and wish the public to dislike is printed in the mos 
;il “ivourable odour, criticised in a one-sided manner; libellei 
. b slandered. Anything in favour of such matter (or pointei 
i °'sbi°rcs as to the bona tides or authenticity of the reports) i 
J1 carefully kept out of the columns.

I, 'u'ely the essence of freedom is tlje right of equal publicit; 
X, ’ be pro and anti of any question, giving true, undistortei 
j ’ s> withholding nothing, that unprompted opinions may b 
c> ln.ed; Name me one national or county newspaper whicl 
‘i J;1®* this out. T maintain there exists not one from th 

lines”  to the “ Daily W orker”  inclusive.
I “Out a couple of years ago, Alderman Baddeley, a note« 
y ‘ ds citizen, passed away. “  The Yorkshire P o st”  and “  Th 

''kshire Evening Post ” (Leeds papers) printed long account

of his career and public work, but the fact that Mr. Baddeley 
was an Atheist was carefully omitted. Of his funeral, one of 
the largest 'seen in the district for some considerable time, not 
one word of its Secular ceremony appeared in either paper. One 
can imagine the half-column replete with hymns and officiating 
clergy had the deceased ex-Lord Mayor been a Christian f

Another point, very noticeable. During the war thousands of 
Service and C.D. personnel got married, but what paper ever 
published a picture of a happy pair leaving a Registry Office 
Many newspapers include columns of “  Readers’ Views,”  
“  Readers Write,”  etc., but publicity generally depends upon 
what the readers write. I correspond regularly with “  The 
Northern Echo.”  “  Hear All Sides”  is the heading, but some 
sides are permitted to bo “  heard ” with far greater volume than 
others. The Dean of Durham objected to (he erection of an 
electric power station near the Cathedral, lie  got nearly a 
column to himself. Some of us who saw more sense in the 
employment of hundreds of workers were allotted hardly the 
same space between us !

A week or so ago “  The Yorkshire Evening Post ” printed a 
paragraph ridiculing the “  divinity ”  of the Jap emperor. I 
wrote a letter asking why Christ’s divinity was never printed in 
inverted commas, pointing out the millions of people who believe 
the same of Jesus Christ as the paragraph suggested ol 
Hirohito. I received the usual “  letter acknowledged ”  slip, but 
no publicity. During the election campaign, and before it, whilst 
one may have been permitted to criticise Churchill, quotations 
from that gentleman’s past calumnies of Russia were never per
mitted to appear. Generally speaking, on world economic and 
political questions, that is, vital questions apart from propa
ganda, all journals are curiously alike.

One may express views which are Anti-Russian, German, 
Japanese, Spanish, Chinese, French, Italian, American, 
Scandinavian, Scottish, Irish or “Welsh, but anti-Hebrew, never! 
Is there anything more ridiculous?

The Bible, its religions, and the present generations ol its 
tribal authors are rigidly protected by all editors’ pencils. Now, 
what national newspaper could survive on the mere support ol 
Bible enthusiasts and the Hebrews? Is it n ot.the vast mass 
of others whose support is mainly responsible for the six and 
sometimes seven-figure wills of the Press Lords. A  “  free ”  
Press. Far too free to menace aTid curtail public liberty. No 
greater organ of mass suppression exists. Though I may be 
severely taken to task, I indict all newspapers, because they 
draw hundreds of millions of pounds per annum from the public, 
scarcely function as a reliable news service, and their real 
educational value, like their contribution to public liberty, is 
practically nil. G. L. C.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON—Outdoor
North London Branch N .S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hampstead).— 

Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. E uury. Parliament Hill Fields,
3.30 p.m., Mr. L. E bcry.

LONDON— Indoor
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 

W .C .l)— Sunday, 11 a.m., S. K . Ratcllfke: “ The Enigma of 
India.”  Tuesday, Conway Discussion Circle, 7 p.m., Prof. A. E. 
Heath, M .A .: “  Science and Civilisation.”

COUNTRY— Indoor
Blackburn Branch N .S.S. (Public (Lecture) Halls, Northgate)___

Sunday, 7p .m ., Mr. P. .1. Gorina : “  Freethought or 
Christianity?”

Blackpool Branch N .S.S. (173, Church Street). —  Sun’day, 
6.45 p.m. : Crimes of Christianity— Part 2 : “  Pious Forgeries.”

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Science Room, Mechanics’ Institute)__
Sunday, 6.30 p.m., Mr. William Baldie : “ A Sermon.”  

Leicester Seculiar Society (75, Humberstone Gate)__ Sunday,
6.30 p.m., Dr, C-. A , Smith : •“ •Scarcity Morals.-’



428 THE FREETHINKER November 18. 19-45

“ THE YOGI AND THE COMMISSAR”

BECAUSE Arthur Koestler fails to realise that orange, yellow 
and green are not composed of red and violet, he also fails to 
appreciate that common sense is not a combination of exaggerated 
idiosyncrasies. Just as our physicists are surprised to discover 
that electrical phenomena displays electrical characteristics, so 
also is lie bewildered in discovering that man is a social animal. 
His analogy of the Yogi and the Commissar as opposite ends of 
the social spectrum does not enable him to explain social and 
psychological aspects of evolutionary development. Just as our 
scientists, in trying to explain all things, in terms of one, find 
themselves in a tautology, so also he, in striving to reduce his 
mathematics to the number two, finds himself in a reductio ad 
absurdum.

This book is a collection of essays written at different times, 
but in spite of the “  resulting patchiness ”  are meant to be 
considered as a whole. These essays are full of interest because 
of both the breadth and depth of his experiences, actual and 
literary. And he has a purpose in reviewing recent political and 
economic development. This book is not just a cry in the wilder
ness but a serious attempt to find out what was wrong, and in 
fact to find an antidote for the disillusionment which must affect 
many like himself if the facts are as he portrays them.

There is great difficulty in trying to estimate the consequences 
of the Russian experiment, not only because of the rigid control 
and censorship and the cordon sanitairo, but also because of the 
feelings engendered. “  The pressure of the environment cramps 
art as it cramps behaviour.”  The intelligentsia have an important 
function to perform and the necessity of the times is to cling 
more than ever to “ The ragged banner of independent thinking.”  
It is not at present a very popular “  banner.”  In endeavouring to 
grapple with this situation ho is up against a problem in 
psychology, and he develops a theory of a somewhat mystical 
character— “ We all live in a state of split consciousness. There 
is a tragic plane and d trivial plane which contains mutually 
incompatible kinds of experienced knowledge . . . the real 
tragedies are camouflaged by a smooth triviality.”

As a consequence he no longer believes that “  The economic 
process by itself creates its own superstructure,”  that is “ culture, 
art, mass psychology.”  H e  now considers that “ Political 
economy and cultural development are merely two aspects of the 
same basic process.”  Marxist analysis is over-simplified, and 
Communist psychology, based upon the hypothetical notion of 
a “  Class consciousness ”  has never been “  demonstrated by a 
psychologist.”  So, in spite of a slow and steady improvement 
in social conditons “  The cumulative effect in the psychological 
sphere was a growing frustration and disillusionment.”  Hence 
the total failure of “  The Left to analyse, explain and counteract 
the phenomenon of Fascism.”

There can be no doubt a.s to the character of Fascism, which is 
“  The survival of archaic beliefs in an ultra-modern setting.”  
The emotional and superstitious appeal was deliberately culti
vated. “  The Fascist myth was undisguised and explicit. The 
opium was doled out by the leaders.”  On the other hand the 
“  Soviet myth,”  by which he means, not “  The developments in 
the Soviet Union, but their psychological reflection in the 
European Left,”  was of a different character. Like all gfenuine 
myths, “  It responded to certain deep and unconscious cravings.”  
The Soviet myth was merely “  The new occasion for the renewal 
of an archetype.”  Like its past symbols— the golden age, the 
land of promise, and the kingdom of heaven— “  It offered glorious 
compensations for a life of frustration.”  “  Russia became the 
kingdom of heaven for those who most keenly felt that paradise 
was last.”

For a time after the revolution, myth and reality seemed to 
coincide, but as time went on the gap between them widened.

The history of the Soviet Union is not one of advances alters 
with retreats, “  The curve of development ascends during^ „ 
first decade . . . and from then onward shows a continuous ^ 
The appearance of the first “  Proletarian millionaire ” 
the development. A The new incentives have been u 'l j 
without exception and in all walks of life by thetold sii#
ones.” Socialism in one country is now the equivalent ' 
patriotism, wdiile Socialism is identified with industrials111̂  
-social inequality. “ The necessity for the Soviet regime j 
in the name of Suvorov instead of Marx, with a national^111
of an international anthem, with Czarist epaulettes, Fan
slogans and under the blessing of bearded Orthodox P1I<! 
the final proof of the breakdown of socialist incentives-

icsts

To suspect the Soviet regime of “  Counter-revoluti°n‘11-
deviations ” would be too cheap. The explanation is

r the ;

continuous adoption of “ Temporary expedients”  with dialed'"

justification ; still using the same words, but with diff«re
(tn:

It is a case of a tragedy obscured by trivialities, j
tend
.Inti011'1'

meanings
“ The official slogans have dropped all ideological preW - rf 
have completely reverted to the traditional pre-revolut ^ 
symbols.”  The Soviet Union is now not only a form :atic 
capitalism but it is controlled by a “  Ruthless 
Byzantinism.”  . {̂(

Given the choice between Commissar and Blimp, ^  (jio 
chooses Blimp. The hope of the future lies throng jj 
democracies, and “  The Loft has to shed its illusions ami *'

H. H . PR*
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I

its ideals. ’ ’

Though his point of view and my own are as the poles 
yet my sympathies are with him. It will not do to satis  ̂ yi 
selves that the Russian experiment has achieved somethin#'^
I see it, if a man sets out to swim the channel, he ougllt: r 
be satisfied to reach the end of the breakwater. , ,

A final warning. This book should not be read by thoil 
are in the habit of only reading what they agree with. 
on so many corns. „c

iEec>

c
Man’s greatest weakness— woman! All through the ag‘ :

have disillusioned themselves of the day they first ¿et 1 j
to her. In lier youth she ensnares them with her 
attraction ; in the thirties with her mature charms ; in 1,111 jtt! j 
age she commands respect ; and in old age she fills llS 
humility.

J veji '
She leads some to degeneracy ; some to hell ; a few to 1»°* ^  

and a lot to a life of toil. History has ignored, reviled 311 ]|(lt
torted her, superstition claimed her for its own. But she 1 
unique, Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, yours or mine ; in he* ^¡1 • ■ 
runs the blood of centuries. Tear away that superstitions * >. 
that has always obscured her, and what do you find?  ̂
human being like yourself. ^  jj, j
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