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World

are to understand Christianity we must bear hi mind 
things 

>Hr

^od’s
II
tw­

it is an historic creed in the sense that it
is ll,M*ed Europe, at least, for many centuries. Next, it 
n, 1 Ü|'giun based upon a book, and therefore the reference 

l>e Vvofold— to the Bible and to the Church as 
detl]-/>lê ei authoritative creeds. We have been

with; Christianity from these points of view and 
S(J (:°ntinue» to do so. So far as we have gone, we may 
tj|(i l;.,larise real Christianity as. historically committed to 

°llowing situations: —
l*t(W) ! l̂e w°r]d was called into existence by God about

^ le ea,,E> was flat and immovable; and it was the 
H of the universe, Above it was a solid place, Heaven ; 

l( below it another solid place; Hell.
I b*) Every species of animals was brought into existence 
y a magical “ Let there be------ ’ ’

c- 's 11 s I>ecial creation, m ade froni the d ust of the
,. and woman formed from a rib taken from the side

Adam,
0| . T h e  woman, urged by Satan, persuades Adam to eat 

'e forbidden fruit growing in the garden in which they 
' 0 Placed.
j b'1) For this act God curses the whole human race that 

 ̂ 0 he, with special pu'nishment for women.
( ^(m The people of the earth, as a consequence of God’s 
i. . se> go from bad to worse, and God resolves to wipe out 

ls creation, save two of every kind, in order to repopulate

q, series of notes is in reply to a question: “ W hat is 
(|'Astianity ? ” There are so many forms of Christianity, wo 
r .. lned the task of answering. But Christianity is an historic 
i ^10n based upon the Bible. The clergy are crying: “ Back 
f, Bible.” We take them at their" word, and give the

°ntials of Christianity as presented in the Bible. •

the earth with a better stock. The new generation, however, 
revolts, and tries to invade heaven, but God frustrates them 
by causing each of them to speak different languages. None 
could understand the other.

(8) Natural law is unknown. Miracles are everday 
occurrences, good and evil spirits are everywhere, and most 
diseases come from their activities.

Substantially this cosmogony was taught by all the 
Churches in their creeds until modern times, and it is not 
without representatives to-day. But in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, three men, Copernicus, Galileo a'nd 
Newton, smashed God’s universe to pieces, and the “ oracles 
of God” began to look like a bundle of fairy tales. But it 
was not an easy task to defy the Church. Copernicus held 
back Bis theory as long as was possible. Bru'no was 
burned at the stake for saying there were more worlds than 
ours. Galileo was imprisoned, and Newton’s new theory 
only got into Cambridge by a trick. I t  was said he was 
taking the control of the universe out of the hands of God. 
But deadly blows had been struck. The Bible was being 
reduced to a fairy tale.

Later, tlio world was to sec the same kind of opposition 
to every important move in geology and biology. But the 
Churches were then fighting a losing battle. “ And the Lord
said------ <” was being met with “ What- does it matter what
the Lord said? Here is the plain truth.” To-day we can 
see- the clergy of the established ('hurdles seeking 
testimonials from scientists with all the insistence of a 
quack medicine vendor pleading for praise of his concoctions. 
Science no longer asks permisison from the Church to 
speak. It issues orders. And the Churches know that to 
get evidence for the truth of their religion is impossible. 
So the plea goes: “ If you cannot bring yourselves to say 
that our creed is true, let us at least count on your saying 
it is useful.”

Here is an example of the strength of the opposition. of 
Christian people in tin's country to scientific plain speaking 
less than a century ago. One of the early books on 
evolution—not the earliest—was “ Vestiges of the Natural 
History of Creation” . The hook was published in 18-14, 
lone year short of a century ago. The Vestiges was a very 
mild plea for evolution, and it ran through many editions. 
The authorship was carefully hidden. The author’s copy 
was rewritten by a friend so that the authorship should 
not be traced through the handwriting. It was-then passed 
'to another friend in Manchester, who sent it to the 
publisher. The publisher was hound to silence also— under 
p’enalty of a forfeiture if lie should discover the author’s 
name. The book excited a -nation-wide interest, with some 
because of its suggestiveness, with Christians because it 
threatened the authority of the Bible, Nine editions of the 
book appeared between its publication in 1844 and 1,853. 
(I have the first edition, and. T think the last, issued 
in 1884.)
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Who was the nutlior? It was Robert Chambers, the 
founder of “ Chambers's Journal,” one of the best-known 
and most popular journals in Scotland. Thoroughly to 
appreciate this incident, one must consider this kind of 
terrorism carried on generation after generation, one must 
consider the selection practised by the Christian Church 
century after century, the killing off, so far as they could 
bo killed off, of the more daring spirits, the premium paid 
to fools and rogues to encourage orthodoxy, and then one 
,may be able dimly to calculate what has been the power 
of the Christian world for evil. That power is not yet 
exhausted. It is exerted in politics, in education, in every 
branch of social life. The world has paid a fearful price for 
the triumph of the Cross.

Christian Origins
Let us get back to our main topic. My, apology for the 

digression is that it is only when one remembers the 
character of the Christian Church, when it could wield 
unquestioned power, that we appreciate the drag it has 
been on civilisation. But, cries the Christian, there is the 
moral teaching of the Bible. Certainly. Fundamental 
morality is common to every group of humans, no matter 
where one finds them. Mutual life means at least a 
minimum mutual trust. A society can no more exist 
without, some sort of moral code, spoken or practised, than 
a man can reach old age by cutting his throat In any 
ease, just as there were gods before the Bible God, just 
ajs there were gods that also made a woman out of a bone 
from man, and a man from clay, just as there were gods 
who sent floods before .Jahyeh, so morality is to he found 
better expressed before the Bible God came upon fhe scene 
than if. was whop the Christian fetish hook reigned.

We will give a few examples of this. It. has long been 
noticed that the wiser sayings in the Bible occur in the 
“ later” books, Proverbs, Psalms, etc. But investigation has 
shown that not only does the Bible repeat the superstitions 
of ancient Egypt and Babylonia, it also borrows some of 
the hotter and wiser teaching—without acknowledgment", 
and these appear in almost the exact words. Take this from 
the Egyptian hook of Am on o  nope:—

Incline thine ear to my sayings,
And apply thine heart to their comprehension,
For it is a profitable thing to put them in thy heart.

Compare Proverbs xxii. 17-18:
Incline thine ear and hear the words o f ,the wise.
And apply thine heart to my knowledge,
For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee.

F rom E gybt :
Remove not the landmark or the boundary of fields,
Be not greedy for a cubit of land,
And trespass not on then-boundary of the widow.

T un B id u b ;
Remove not the ancient landmark,
And enter not into the fields of the fatherless.

Fuom E gyi’T :
Better is poverty in the hand of God 
Thun riches in the storehouse.
Better are lo a ves  when the heart, is joyous 
Than riches in unhappiness.

F rom P roverbs ; <*
Better is little with the fear of Yaliveh 
Than great treasure and trouble therewith.
Better is a portion of herbs where loye is 
Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

F rom E gypt :
A Scribe skilful in his office,
He shall find himself worthy of'being a courtier. 

T he B ible  :
A man skilful in his business,
He shall stand before kings.

F rom E gypt :
Weary not thyself to seek for more.
If riches he brought thee by robbery 
They will not abide the night with thee. 

P r o v er bs : • .
Weary not thyself to be rich.
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? 
For riches certainly make themselves wings 
Like an eagle that ffieth towards heaven.

F rom E gypt :
How manifold are thy works.
They are hidden before men.
Thou didst create the earth according to thy heart. 

P sa lm s :
O Lord, how manifold are thy works.
In wisdom hast thou made them all.
The earth is full of thy riches.

Very much more could ho said on these lines, but the 
specimens given may indicate how the Bible should be re»1'' 
The truth appears to be that there was a pre-Bab,ylonk1" 
and pre-Egyptian culture in Palestine long before the Jew'*1' 
culture existed- The case is thus put by Breasted : —

“ Babylonian culture had an important and lasting 
influence on Ganaanite Palestine, and it was chidv 
through the Oanaanites that the influence of Babylonia'1 
art, literature and religion was received by ^l0 
Hebrews. The region had, furthermore, long bee'1 
dominated by Egyptian civilisation. Tlie Egyptians 
had begun to hold tlie Phoenician coast over 2,000 yen'* 
before the Hebrews entered Palestine. . . I'1'1
Hebrews, on entering Palestine, were in immediate 
contact with a highly advanced composite civilisation. 
. . . It was without doubt the Ganaanitish speed1 
which the Hebrews adopted and which lias descended 
to us a»s the Hebrew of the Old Testament.”

But the. Hebrews were at a lower culture stage, and tin* 
may account for tho discerning reader finding in the Bibb’ 
a mass of the most primitive,superstitions with a dash 
higher religious and ethical thought.

Unfortunately for the world, when the Christian Church 
developed it took its stand upon the more primitive stratiu" 
of primitive thought, and so merely gave the world fl 
mass of superstitions that the civilised people of the paga" 
world was beginning to shake off. But the Church, by it* 
Hitler methods, established teachings that acted as " 
successful bar to scientific development- for well over 11 
thousand years, and from the influence of which wo h a '1 
not yet recovered.

CHAPMAN COHEN.
(To ho continued.)
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JAMES BRANCH CABELL-GODHATER

^  Was. 
Br

I.
I think, Hilaire Belloc who said, referring to Ernest

'mah, that in every age and in every country there are writers
^  i;ime is less than they deserve. He might have added
tIlat the phenomenon can generally be traced to very definite
^uscs. This refers especially to my subject, - James Branch

d di, the American man of letters.
e an author known to few, but those few, though they may

' l l'1' Rom some of his views, will spare no pains to obtain
'Wes of his works. ^  fow minutes spent in eveiy boo s op
•‘■'ling Cross Road asking for his works will support my conten-

but there is a more striking proof. Listed in one *' us
atev novels is a half-dozen monographs on his works—and this

*hlle He still of lives. A tribute rare enough to be well worthy 
'aention: why then is Cabell not more widely read ?
110 answer is to be found in the character and manner of hisHovel LV De I0una 111 tne cnaracrer ana maimer ui ms

amj p ŵo volumes of essays, “ Beyond L ife ” and “ Straws 
tyi.: layerbooks,” forming prologue and epilogue of those novels

l
t 

)

dirnui,., ■ , _
aung t0 tlie seeker-out of the bizarre and the beautiful.

"nd p
« -» T O jij,  lu rm ii
te asserts, are all 
•olised mankind, .
°n ; but they are

„ the pious mind. In  his essays, Mr. Cabell reveals hisuieov;— - -

asserts, are all separate chapters in one autobiography 
‘Sed mankind, are, it is true, no less significant than 

1011 ■ Bat they are more obscure and less obviously shock­

'd Sy asserts, are al
din ,;mbolised mankind, are, it is true, no less significant than 
, u action ; "
¡"8 to t h e ......................_ ...................... ^  ___ _ _ ______ _________

"ov I1'"  ^'terature and its relation to the workaday world ; in

H a te  in
s’ abstract principles are clothed in flesh and bone, to 

a manner 110 less disturbing to the average mind than
atm

m^l^'1116 illustrate. When, in “ Straws and Prayerbooks,”  the 
Ms Jl con ê"ds that the literary artist plays with puppets for 
ti, " u diversion only, without thought of duty to God or man, 
be u'Bgious reader, though probably disapproving, will, if he 
b̂ ij10*' a hopeless bigotj continue to read on. But what devout 
mytj 'er car>; without disquiet, peruse the novels dealing with 
Chr'- ■ me.®eval Poinctesrae?—this land where the populace, 
"o j *ans and Pa2at's alike, arc at the mercy of a god who is 
ratl eni^n’ white-bearded dealer-out of justice, but an ironical, 
"«Ik*1 Unhappy person, dealing with individuals and with 
; 1,18 in tile manner of one forced to an irrational task- Whatonv.
Mliy 'cspectable reader to make of the episode in “ Jurgen,''

"®sses
1(is- ’ Koschei, who made all things, is confronted in the vast- 

s °f space with Jurgen’s grandmother,* Steinvor, lately 
p . ’ a"d indignantly demanding the heaven which her parish 
1*: st llad so often and so minutely described to her. “ Bring 
lo,i. 1 m°j” says Koschei. This was done, and Koschei 
tli "  0Ver the planet and found a Bible. Koschei opened 
^  „l!ible and read the revelation of St. John tho Divine. “ 1
he ] SIl*d Koschei, “ the idea is a little garish. Still------” So
pl^Placed the Bible, and bid them put Earth, too, in its proper 
sn ôr Koschei disliked wasting anything. Then Koschei 
h(i ec* and created Heaven about Steinvor and her illusions, and 

'"■ule Heaven just such a place as was described in tho book. 
°'v can the armour of faith withstand the spear of irony so 

tliy “ly thrust? It is this satire, never spoiling the balance of 
"arrative, never lapsing into tho obvious, that gives the 

I , ' t h e i r  subtle but distinctive flavour. Tho art of allegory is 
‘ >" our day, and I can think of no other writer who can 

, "me it with irony of such an edge. There can be only one(| u, wiui irony 01 suen an eu
j awback; the vei-y subtlety whichj|. . - “.v, tin, veî y suulivl  ̂ wmeii sharpens tho blade renders
(y ‘"effective to the less acute mind. Still— — ! I, at least, 

Qd|l not have my Cabell altered by one jot. 
t " e of the -few things that can be ascertained about this 
„„^vkable man is that his occupations have included that of 
■„’"'"logist. His knowledge in this branch of learning is well 
d Ustrated in the character and detail of his books. Whereas 

authors cannot describe tho lives of one family without 
('•it  ̂ hopelessly entangled in contradictory names and dates,

" H’s biographies are each correct in their own chronology;

the most diligent search cannot reveal a flaw. Out of the 
abundance of his imagination he has created a host of characters, 
mostly related, living in ages varying from that of imagined 
Poinctesme to the author’s heyday of tho early 1900’s. Of each 
character there is a clear and lifelike portrait, shown against a 
background varied, brilliant as a pageant and always with that 
piquant’ sense of the grotesque which is Cabell’s own.

Starting with the enigmatic and too tragically successful Dom 
Manuel, the swineherd who wins his way, through the vagary 
of time and the gods, to the fief of Poinctesme, we trace the 
biography through his daughters, down through the 15th, 17th 
and 18th centuries, seeing the world of those days through the 
eyes of persons outlined, sometimes in a whole book, sometimes 
in a single chapter or short story, but always with that genius that 
can bring a puppet to life in a couple of lines. Not less is tho 
lino of Jurgen honoured; that worthy himself is destined—  
through the foolishness of the American- Court, which banned 
“ Ju rg en ” for over a year on grounds of indecency—to live for 
the world above the other of the author’s creations; but the 
lives of his descendants are no less stimulating. All of this 
incredible bright host moves and clamours before u s : brave, 
resigned Gonfal, the Margrave of Aradol—note the musical and 
graven phrase, so characteristic of Cabell—crotchety, heroic old 
Coth, the Alderman of St. Didol and Jurgen’s father, who alone 
of all Dom Manuel’s band obstinately pursues his vanished 
master till his stinging persistence causes the gods to bring 
back for a few precious moments the vanished lord. Coth, 
resigned if not comforted by Manuel’s words, turns homewards 
to his two castles and those eternal verbal bouts with the wife 
of his bosom and the precocious young Jurgen. I will not quote 
from the passages dealing with Coth’s old ago and death ; suffice 
it that I say, in all sincerity, that, contained though they are 
in a few brief chapters, they are among the most beautiful and 
heartbreaking in all the English language.

Perion do la Foret, too, pursues his seemingly unattainable 
love, as related in the saga “ Domnei,” a careful re-rendering 
of the earlier “ Soul of Milicent.” A more classic form of 
romance, it is yet, despite its romantic manner, as individual as 
all the other works. Therethrough move the heroic lovers and 
the evil magnificence of the heathen Demetrios; here, too, is 
Ahashuerus the Jew, his lean and yellow face graven by the 
centuries to an immovable mask, covering both his scheming 
brain and his perpetual suffering under tho scourge of Divinity. 
Like glowing figures in a tapestry they move- and live, speak 
and die, in a world infinitely removed from reality, yet correlated 
to it by Cabell’s irony—subdued here, but never softened.

O. HAY.
(To bo concluded)

ACCEPTANCE

(An Answer to “  D. R .” )
Should I, who loved the waxing moon,
Because it wanes complain?
My waxing strength brought Lifo’,s chief boon,
Its wanihg ends my p ain :
The moon, the tides, the life of man,
Each follows a predestined p lan ;
The Summer comes, tho Autumn goes,
And through all life a rhythm flows:
Youth’s Spring by Summer must be followed,
And Autumn’s age 
By Winter’s rage 
Bo swallowed.

BAYARD SIMMONS.



.10 Till'1, freethinker March

ACID DROPS

AT tho Glasgow Unionist Association our Minister of Education 
said ho was glad that the welfare of tho children came tinder his 
department. To demonstrate his care, his wisdom and his 
honesty, Mr. Butler arranges witjr'thc Churches to hand children 
over to them so that freedom of mind may be crippled before they 
leave school. It reminds one of tho story of lied Riding Hood, 
with tho Minister of Education playing the part of tho wolf.

Tho following resolution has.been passed by tho House of Laity 
of tho Church of England at a meeting on March 4 : —

“ That this assembly, recognising that the practice now 
adopted in H.M. Forces of giving systematic instruction to 
recruits of both sexes in the use of prophylactics is the 
considered policy of those in high authority, appreciates 
the difficulties of the situation. . . .  I t  considers this a 
challenge both to the clergy to givo moro constructive help 
to young people at Confirmation and heforo marriage, and to 
effective lay organisations of the Church to arouse public 
opinion on tho m atter.”

It is also announced that the Archbishop of Canterbury will 
address a mass meeting in Ifydo Park, assisted by other 
clergymen.

Wo recall the attack made on llradlangh and others .some 
seventy years ago because they dared talk on linos similar to 
that announced by the Church Assembly—hut minus tho religious 
cant— and to say that young people ne< ded education on sex 
relationships. Even in tho last war the religious authorities 
fought tooth and nail against instruction on the dangers of 
venereal disease, and that methods of prevention should be given 
to tho troops. We do not expect it will be long before the 
Archbishop of Canterbury will inform the world how much we owe 
to tho Church for its activities in this matter. It is tho old 
game, played by tho same class of performers.

At the time of writing Cardinal Hinsley appears to be regain­
ing his health. This is duo to the prayers of the faithful, who 
had advised God that they wished the Cardinal to stay with us 
a little longer. There have been prayers for the Cardinal’s health 
before. Each time God has listened and acted, and each recovery 
was an example of tho power of prayer. Hut one of these days 
tho prayers will not bo answered and the Cardinal will be 
“ translated.” Hut what of that? It is only one instance of 
prayers being unanswered with six or more that have been 
recognised by God against one that has not. Clearly tho pious 
ha*?t) it. Wo are silenced.

As was the case during the last war, the clergy, including our 
leading archbishops, are very concerned with the spread of 
venereal disease which, in its way, is quite a laudable attitude. 
But tho concern appears to be more about the way in which tho 
military authorities are dealing with tho problem than with the 
problem itself. Broadly speaking, overy attempt is being made 
to show to soldiers and civilians alike the dangers to society 
arising from promiscuous intercourse and by tho use of prophy­
lactics, to prevent any disease right at tho start. The clergy, 
however, are vehemently against any instruction being given to 
nip tho disease in the- bud, so to speak. What most of them 
want is tho “ patient ” to suffer for his “ sin ” — and then 
cured. But this is a case wliero prevention is superior to cure.

The B.B.C . announces that it intends to enlarge the number 
of members of the Brains Trust. Hut it is not moro hands an 
the Brains Trust, with grossly extravagant payments, but a 
wider and freer range of subjects and replies that is required. 
Tho lying answers given to the public demand for this, some of 
which we have published and more of which we have, prove beyond 
doubt that for unfairness tho B.B.C. can give any other institu­
tion points. Faked ’ discussions, pretended presentation of all 
sides of debatable questions, the cutting down of “ copy,” and 
deliberate misstatement of facts are all parts of the B.B.C. policy. 
Wo may in the near future give more examples of the unfair 
manner in which tho B.B.C. conducts its propaganda.

-Ex-Dean Inge asks the readers of the “ Evening .Sk111 nt 
tho question: “ Is Christianity dying o u t?” and it is aPP &nd 
that, so far as tho historic form of Christianity is coneerne , 
there is none other that matters, he believes that it is. “  ,jiey 
that the majority “ are frankly uninterested in religi°a > ^nfiVfir rrn ----nto church and do not say their prayers.

and

they 
•s.”

goue’ andients

never go _____  „..u ,.u mju say tneir
“ authority and dignity ” of the clergyman has „ , ,
Bible is “ hardly read at all.” We take it th at these state1 ̂  j„ 
are indisputable. When the clergy wield authority >t ci,
l)r. Temple, not because lie is preaching the historical k gj,*c 
but because he is asking for what might hr. some sod p sn 
reforms. And having got support on th at ground he, 1 
many others, converts it into an appreciation of Christ'* ^  
Offhand we would say that those who follow Temple 111 ^ l0 
religion do not care a damn for his economics, and thosj ^js
care for his somewhat muddled economics do not care a fig 0 
religion.

There was always—at least for some years before Ur - alvS 
retired from St. Paul’s—some doubts about the ex-1 ‘ j]C, 
orthodoxy. And we feel fairly certain th at long b e fo re ^  
resigned he had tho views he now holds. But he. has too  ̂
an intellect not to know that what he gave to his eongreg-1 
meant one thing to them and another thing for himself. ^  
quite possible that Dr. Inge, while in the pulpit, felt ^V'^ld 
was doing moro for religion where he was than if he had . 
his congregation that historic Christianity was played out. ) 
tho rule for those in high places in the Church seems ide" 
with that held by many of our politicians: “ When you 1 

.a  good post hang on to it as long as you can .” I"  each 
conscience is silenced b y : “ We are doing tho best f°' , t,
Church (or political party).” But neither the politician nor 
parson should bo surprised if outsiders take another view of matter.

At the end Of his article Dr. Inge finds comfort—religiol's 
comfort in saying that “ spiritual things are spiritually 
corned,” which would read quite as well as “ foolish things »r<! 
foolishly discerned or “ wise things are wisely discerned,” alli 
so on. These phrases are not examples of wisdom—they "|l 
examples of sheer mudille. Dr. Inge seems to think’ this P\lV 
religion on a sounder basis. We bre inclined to agree 
this, for if you are looking for something you would not reco£ 
nisc il you miw it, or get a message you cannot understand, tl'e" 
you can make either.what you like. But we should like to k"l>'' 
from Dean Inge, although wo have not much hope of his accept 
ing the inference, what frame of mind is there that occurs 1,1 
connection with religion that does not occur without it?

It must, however, be in sheer irony that Dr. Inge ends l'1) 
essay hy saying: “ I should not be surprised to see a revival 0 
religious communities, especially if we were doomed to anotl'C1 
Dark Age.” Neither should we, and that is about tho om? 
thing that would bring about a revival of religion. I t  is " nt 
without significance th at Christianity took its rise in the decay­
ing years of the Roman Empire. Nor is the fact that the peri01 
during which the Christian religion held unquestioned po"’er> 
known as the Dark Ages, without its lesson. Here is an apparo" 
paradox, the wisdom of which Dr. Inge, we fancy, will app'v 
ciate. Religion begins in the early dawn of human wisdo"1- 
and decreases in proportion as human intelligence approach'’1 
maturity.

Quite a little storm seems to have gathered in “ Time n"'̂  
Tide ’ over Mr. A. A. Milne, the well-known writer, atinounci"? 
that he had given up the Christian religion. But perhal” 
“ storm ” is too lofty a word: The criticism of Mr. Milne js 
mainly a trickle of words that approach imbecility—at least, 
would if it wore connected with anything other than religio11, 
“ Scienco is an investigation of the divine appearances. Religio11 
is an experience of the Divine.” Here is a gem from anotl'C 
correspondent: “ What then is religion? Tt is an intuiti'r0 
apprehension of the soul, that behind all tho law and terror thd  
surrounds it, is a spirit with a Will.” Tho editor must be trying 
to exhibit how much nonsense can bo written when the subject ,c 
i eligion
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“ THE FREETHINKER”
Tel«nV,„ .  2 and 3, Furnival Street, Holborn,

H 10 N°- : Holborn 2601. ¿ondon. E.C.4.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

j — t likely new reader; 1 “ank K e n y o n .— Thanks for address of a
Paper being sent for four weeks.

'  11. Keuu.—Next week.

in the ordinary Press, lie, points out that Carlilo played a great 
]>art in securing the freedom of the Press, and ranks Oarlile, for 
his. services to freedom of the Press, with Milton, Wilkes, Payne 
(Paine?), Cobbett and Hetherington. Hood enough, but it 
really is a pity that so great a personage one who became famous 
in Britain, France and America, as Paine, and who did so much 
for the people in each country, has his name spelled wrongly. 
It almost looks ns though the paragraphed in spite of his desire 
that these men should all be better known—we may leave Milton 
out—has yet to learn something more of what these people did.

(Jl(ln s for ,.
of the />■ ce''a turc should he sent to the Easiness Manager 
and not ¿°nA erJ / eM> Furnival Street, London, E.C.J,,

H’/i n°t to the Editor'.
«ft the services of the National Secular Society in'connexion

^ \ S e c u ia 7 B u Z lT e r v k e s  are required, all communication, 
he addressed to the Secretary, 11. H . Bosctti, g 

s °ft3 notice as possible.
Hi FuERTHiNKER will he forwarded direct from the PubKAm g  
, //lce at the following rates (Home and Abroad). Une 
J,'ar< 17s.; half-year, 8s. Gd.; three months, 4s. \d.

'erturJe notices must reach 2 and 8, Furnival Street, Hcjborn, 
r‘°ndon, E.C.4, by the first post on Monday, or they will not
e mserted.

SUGAR PLUMS
I 'Hl*; i- ----------------
-Ma,,t.| l" ai,cial year of the National Secular Society ends on 
to on. | I ' a,'d we have a standing promise to print a reminder 
(Joi, ! c subscriptions nol already sent to bo forwarded to the 
s|,eet ,l Secretary in time for inclusion in the annual balance 
"ho li- ,n°table feature this year is the number of members 
from lV° '"creased the amount of their subscription. Quite apart 
in t,|('""n,\y value, it is encouraging as an indication of confidence 

1 °eioty and its work during difficult times.

tig, 1 C!ccellor.t “ Open Letter to the Bishop of London ” from 
Stan ]011 °f -Hr. Ivor Thomas, M .P., appears in the “ Evening 
herf/.11̂  ” ior March 10. The Bishop is opposed to Sunday 
On .^"bailees—except in his own highly endowed theatre— and 
tlieatl?* ,Mr- Thom a.s reminds him that tliree-quarters of the 
iiig r" a' Profession work in the provinces in repertory or tour- 
relip '""Panics; that repertory companies, as often a.s not, 
"„<1 VS° 011 Sundays; the, touring companies travel on Sundays; 
0|)0n or three-quarters of the theatrical profession “ Sunday 
than "ould mean far more opportunities for rest and worship 
Bish t l0.V get a t present.” That should be enough for the 

and for the broken-backed logic of Donat.

But the treatment measured out to Carlile, and the group of 
men and women «ho worked with him, and the reformers who 
followed him is characteristic of the method adopted by those 
who have either attacked the Churches or have been anti­
religions in opinion. In early centuries the pronounced heretic 
was killed offhand whenever possible. But in this country, 
particularly in modern times, the heretic is buried before ho is 
even dead. Our upper schools ignore their work, and»even in 
universities there is little encouragement to students to put 
militant freethinking reformers in the place they should occupy. 
It is not too much to say that in our educational system, from 
the elementary schools right up to the universities, considerable 
care is given to see that pupils are not interested in the work 
of men whose religious and other opinions are considered 
“ undesirable.” In Council schools the names of famous 
unbelievers and other “ dangerous ” men are kept in the back­
ground. And public school education shows the same solicitude 
—in the wrong direction.

“ .The Inquirer ” (Unitarian) gives the Archbishops of Canter­
bury and York a deserved rap on the knuckles with reference 
to their well-advertised, but. somewhat cloudy, social campaign. 
“ The inquirer ” suggests th at the two Archbishops are merely 
playing up to the change of power from a class to the people, 
or as, it is put, from the classes to the masses. In any case, 
“ The Inquirer” suggests that the Archbishops are late in the 
field, and that their slogans should have been issued fifty years 
ago; they might then have been a prophecy, but there is no 
prophecy in saying them to-day. As a matter of fact, one could 
go back for more than a century and find the reforms that have 
been so tardily won, and others that have not yet been won, were 
proposed by men of nebulous religion or of no religion at all, 
and the bitterest opposition came from the Churches. If the 
Archbishops meant business they would com© out of the Church. 
Up-to-date reforms cannot be achieved by being linked to ancient 
superstitions. And the Archbishops fight shy of saying 
anything- -that is true — concerning the wealth and privileges ot 
the Church, and what justification can we give of these things 
if wc are aiming at cardinal reforms?

bond' 'booms ends up with a personal note to the Bishop of 
°n. He says that if the Bishop cannot be reconciled to

'klay performances, then- 
I Submit that vour Lordship should treat yourself not less 
"porously than you treat actors and playgoers. Your Lord- 
-mtp will, of course, read neither Sunday newspapers, 
because they are distributed on ' the “ Sabbath,” nor 
-uonday newspapers, because they are produced on the 
‘ Sabbath ” ; your Lordship will not use the telephone on 

Sunday, nor listen to the B.B.C. on th at day, nor accept 
-uonday morning’s post, because this means subjecting 
People unnecessarily to employment on Sunday; your Lord- 
s"ip will not travel on Sunday; and your Lordship will, of 
course, hand over to charity th at portion of your Lordship’s 
emoluments which can be regarded as derived from work 
011 Sunday—I suggest the Actors’ Church Union ns a 
suitable recipient.

is *e° on’v error that Mr. Ivor Thomas may possibly bo making 
t<„.. , assumption that tljo Bishop and his kind are as disin
a ^ I c d  in this matter as he is. They are running rival shows, 

u do not desire to soo people patronising rival performances— 
°re the acting is on a higher and better level.

I he writer of the “ Log ” column in the “ Scotsman ” regrets
I the centenary of Richard Oarlile passed with so little notice

We are indebted to the Glasgow “ Forward ” for calling 
attention to the probable Russian influence on the large number 
of German prisoners now held in Russia. The paper cites 
Winston Churchill as saying that large numbers of the German 
prisoners in Russia “ returned homo infected by the Lenin virus. 
In largo numbers they refused to go again to the front.” We 
may add to this the constant statement in our papers of the 
fear which German prisoners display when taken by British 
troops or ships. On many of these a knowledge of some facts 
should have an educational influence on those younger men. 
Certainly a fair number of prisoners should bo partly 
re-educated by their imprisonment.

Another attack on a genuinely national system is offered by a 
circular which is in circulation from “ The Association of Church 
School Managers, Church Schools Emergency League, Church 
Union, Mothers’ Union, and the National Clergy Association,” 
demanding sectarian education, when asked for, shall be granted 
and “ fully maintained at the public expense.” The National 
Union of Teachers has protested against this circular, and wo 
hope that teachers will do what can he done to end this dual 
system of State Education as early as possible. If the people lose 
this battle for a sound system of education it will lose most of 
what real reformers are striving for. Worst of all we have, for 
the time being, a Ministry of Education that is backing this step 
back to pro-1870 conditions.
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Olio of our readers points out th at in attributing “ Why don’t 
God kill tin1 Devil ” to “ Topsy ” ive were wrong. It belongs to 
.Man Friday of “ Robinson Crusoe ” fa mo. Wo are obliged for 
the correction. ,,

A Freethought Drains Trust and Anvil are among the most 
successful items in a very encouraging report from the Bradford 
Branch N.S.S. The proceedings are held in haycock’s Cafe. * 
Kirkgate, at 6-30 p.m. 6n Sundays. A Methodist, Roman Catholic 
and an Agnostic havo already, been on the carpet. Other branches 
might follow the example, meeting in a member’s house if other 
accommodation is not available, and inviting the local clergy to 
take part in turns.

Turning over the pages of one ol the collections of South 
Place addresses by Monruro Conway, we came across the 
following. Christianity, he says,

meaps what you like. I t  means one thing here, and another 
thing there. In a convent or a nunnery the ceremonies of 
altars may bo still translated in abnegation of love parted 
from the play of the human life. Christianity means to 
monarchy its throne; to the Republic its President; to the 
Quaker bis drab grub and silent meeting; to the revivalist 
his shoutings; to the Catholic miraculous fountains and altar 
toys; to the Bishops their palaces, salaries and seats among 
the Lords. The army marks its cannon with the cross of 
Prince of Peace. We slay the heathen in the name of him 
who said “ love your enemies,”  when wo. want their terri­
tory. . . . We talk of Christian charity as if charity 
wore unknown to other religions; Christian love, Christian 
duty, Christian Socialism, when we are Socialists, Christian 
Conservatism, when we are Conservatives, Christian Pro­
gress, when wo are Progressives. That wo do not speak of 
Christian steam and 'Christian telephones can only be that 
these inventions have proceeded from the one institution 
that refuses to be Christianised—Science. But already we 
bear of Christian evolution, 'and no doubt the discoveries of 
scienco will all be labelled Christian as they become adopted 
into that general system of convenience which Christendom 
really worships.

Conway, when we knew him, was a grand old man, always 
fearless in the expression of his opinions. Ilis monumental life 
of Thomas Paine, and the fine edition of his (Paine’s) works, 
will keep his name alive, but it is a pity that his other writings 
are not so well 'read as they deserve. Freethinkers, also, will 
never forget th at when, in 1881, the editor of this journal, 
(i. W. Foote, was imprisoned for blasphemy and many 
“ respectable ” Freethinkers were shivering at the possibility of 
being identified with “ The Freethinker” campaign, Conway 
spoke strongly and plainly, denouncing the use of such phrases 
as “ indecent,” “ obscene,” etc., which had frightened so many 
timid souls into silence or repudiation.

moral sm and consequently they righteously had to suffer, 
was pronounced that to make widely known the prevent»”^  
measures against these diseases was to encourage vice, just ® 
l u setting and healing of broken limbs encourages persons 
im ulge in (ho habit of jumping off garden walls.

The continuous agitation stimulated by the Church beca®° 
so powerful that in 1883 Parliament was forced to suspend tl* 

< t. And tho diseases again began to spread more widely- 
About 1900, one-third of the British Army’s hospital casi> 

were due to venereal disease, and an average of 450 men "'O' 
sing discharged annually as medically unfit through the

diseases. « the
In 1903 a medical officer who had been in charge 0 

venereal diseases wards in tho Royal Victoria Military 1 
Netley, published a pamphlet with tho object of bringing ^ 
subject into the public eye. Ho revealed many alarming 
and urged tho re-introduction of the Contagious Diseases j 
No widespread feeling in the matter was aroused, however 
some time later the Army authorities were brought to 
the serious threat presented by theso diseases to the - ^
efficiency. They realised also the dangers of ignorance in 
matters. So with considerable foresight they arranged for l’1 
instruction of all recruits, which was accompanied by emp ‘ 
on. tho injurious results of venereal diseases if not chockei  ̂
prompt treatment. They fitted out early treatment rooi"s^  
every unit and ruled that in cases where men did not, at 
appearance of the first symptoms, report the contraction 
infection, they would suffer stipulated, forfeitures of pay an > ^ 
addition, would be required to contribute towards the c0S
their hospital treatment.

The Army had learnt that although chastity is the best sol" 
to this important problem, it is not a practicable solution.  ̂
while the Army has—like the Church—continually 
continence, it has not been content to leave it at that. . 
reality of the situation had to he faced ; and tho Army aut" 
lies were forced to realise that while prevention is better t 
cure, a prompt cure is better than moral sermons.

1 o-day tho most serious aspect of the situation lies in tlF
spread of these diseases amongst the civilian population.  ̂^  
civilian has never had the opportunity of facing the true fa< 
until now, when the Government arc taking stronger mousin'^ 
Ami the Church is stepping in again. It has announced that  ̂
is “ greatly concerned ” • whilst it “ appreciates the difficulty 
tho situation.” This difficulty would not havo arisen but t 
the sudden impact of these vicious maladies has met a popular1 
ignorant of the prevalence and seriousness of infection.

And the Church has always been one of the main obstacles 1,1
the way of public enlightenment on sex matters.

THE ARMY AND VENEREAL DISEASE
In the British Army lectures ¿ire given frequently on vene*®* 

diseases. Tn these lectures it is stressed that as far as the An".' 
is concerned it is no sin to contract one of theso diseases. T*'0

IT was chiefly duo to the appalling increase of cases of venereal 
diseases in the Army that the Contagious Diseases Act was passed 
in Parliament in 1862. This Act provided for the compulsory 
medical examination of prostitutes and their detention in hospital 
when found to be diseased. The terms were put into praoticp 
by a Justice’s Order which was granted on sworn information 
that the woman named was a common prostitute. Tho Act was 
only applied on its introduction to certain specified garrison 
towns and a few ports. It was extended to others some years 
later. In those places where it was in operation tho medical 
authorities noted a marked decrease in the number of cases.

Vet in spite of the facts, there was throughout tho country 
considerable opposition • to tho Contagious Diseases Act. The 
chief opponent was the Church, which raised strong objections 
on moral grounds. Those objections were principally that persons 
who contracted venereal disease had done so by committing a

sin lies in not reporting tho matter when the first symptom' 
appear. When cases are reported there is no whispering, 
question of incorrect moral behaviour, but complete frankiH'*' 
and impartiality.

The Army has, got to know how to look after its men or lf' 
would soon lose its efficiency.

The spread of venereal diseases in all the fighting Service* 
is now being checked. This is not duo to tho “ Christia" 
character” of Service men. It is due to a sane and balanced 
outlook on the part of'the Service medical authorities, who " r< 
combating tho menace with all the facilities of modern science, 
and aro aiming at the same time at prevention through greater 
knowledge.

Tho Church, with its advocacy of a “ monstrous petition” 1° 
the authorities from “ mothers’ unions” and more “ guidance 
by clergymen,” can learn a lot from the Army that it ?n 
imprudently criticises. S. B. W HITFIELD.
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0U| CONDITIONING
whig], ”—as modern psychologists call the process
"u are bo ^  US’ least l>artly» what we are— begins long before 
¡Ultimo JIU ant*’ 1° a degree, it goes back to the days of our

,\ nt ancestors; s,
Jar sk ; some say to the Primates.

With a ~ nS. are white or black, yellow or brown, it is theorised 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  degree of confidence, because of the climatic 
(ho race^ °btain in that particular, ̂ art of the globe where
We be!0] llsing the word “ race” in its restricted sense—to which 
of Coj() '* lve 01 lived, and moved and had or has its being. Men 
nmch /  , ^ os* Africans, for example—have darker, some very 
natUre j 1 er> skins than Englishmen have, simply because 
tli<, m Us Provided them with pigment to protect them from 
West Vf • ®r€a*er heat of the African sun. In this respect the 
as iye . llcans aro “ conditioned ” by their natural climate— just 
Grauh are> no matter what our colour may be. Or, as Mark 
“ { v  ' Puts it in Ins “ Biology and Human Behaviour” :

1 our or skin colour is due to pigments' deposited as a 
< nvi|.r ° chemical composition and the internal and external
r°sult

lj,^^Iïleida in which the reactions occur.”
di’s

condi . bodies are unquestionably—again -to  an extent— 
hy their environment and their calling. That is

H example, there are big, brawny men in the Scottish
b°diesan 'S ar*M much smaller men—many with bent and lacerated 
dist . t bnai'I°d and calloused hands and pale faces—in the mining 
their° 8 ®0lAh Wales. They are what they are by virtue of 
diffcr ^ iron m en t and their occupations. The Scandinavians 
of 01,1 the Chinese for precisely the same reasons: because 
tl'i'ir , erent climates in which they each live, their ancestry, 
iinj S°C1!1I surroundings, their occupations—yes, and their bodily 

in ; r tai SUbst ances.
I’h'il. •°r ’̂ bu'K before wo make our entry into the world we aro 
‘ fin p'?6  ̂1° be of a particular mould, and after wo arrive we are 

differ lll(’ne,I ” i" this direction or that by a thousand and one 
Wy UI' influences : by our parents, the company wo keep, by what 
is S|(| and drink, the books wo read, and so on and so forth. And it 
hii| 1U-lsing how small—and, on the face of them, how insignificant 
thesoUn,WOrthy a second thought or serious attention—some oi 
s0lll mfluences ” appear to be at the outset. For instance. 
Ruilt y°ars ago'a foreign statesman was charged with, and found 
llf, i(  ̂ of, the murder of another man with whose beautiful wife 
by 9(1 become infatuated ; and it all started—so it was revealed— 
iii.r , 6 Murderer and the other man’s wife exchanging an admir­
ing °v anM a rather too friendly handshake! Trivial and 
t). H^iicant in themselves—the look and the handshake—but 

qj led eventually to an execution !
*"1111 °°urse> thousands of marriages have started in precisely the 
Sl|iii 'V ly : a °lasP °i the hand and a look of admiration, and
in " lb°se alliances have resulted in lifelong happiness, others 
in."1* '1 misery, depending—naturally—upon the physical and 
<](| '*1 make-up of tho pair and their ability to run together in
di ' 6 Imrness, so to speak. It is simply amiydng how greatly 

Person can, on occasion, influence another—tho husband the 
L' °r the wife the husband, for example—for good or ill, and
''Eat ends the one will go for or against the other because of, 

r in
ettyee

gnobly, as circumstances require, for his or her partner oi 
0j v - Quite i-erently it was reported in the press that the wife 

a Prominent Norwegian had turned Quisling while her husband 
as confined in a concentration camp for refusing to betray bis 

\vjl,nt,y. ^  flocs T1°I; require much imagination to understand 
influences had been at work in this case, and how it is 

( l||llst sure to end! Yet flic beginning was probably, and to all 
, "'aid appearances, trivial. A look and a word and the 

1 "Pditioning ” began.
.  ̂ book, too, can have a profound effect- especially if one is 
l|<:'bly foj on its fare. “ Mein Kampf ” is one such. The

jj spite of, the marriage tie, or because of the spiritual bond 
"cen the two. Some will go to the ends of tho earth, nobly

people of Germany and-especially the youth of that country have 
been nurtured on that stuff for a decade or two, and have thus 
become “ conditioned ” for aggression and spoliation. The people 
of Russia, on the other hand, have had an entirely different bill 
of fare presented to them, and lienee it is that they are able to 
more than hold their own in tile onslaught. Besides books there 
is the daily, weekly and monthly press, the radio, the cinema, 
business, sport, travel, friends and relations and what not—all 
of them, singly or together, preparing us as it were—uncon­
sciously, maybe, but preparing us nevetherless— for some 
demonstration or other.

Wo are, to be sure—even .when young—queer creatures, made 
up of varying physical and mental characteristics and appetites : 
cold-blooded and unresponsive, or warm-blooded and passionate 
and exceedingly demonstrative, or somewhere between those two 
extremes*; and we are further “ conditioned” as we go through 
life, partly because of what we are already, by virtue of our 
ancestry, birth and upbringing, and partly because of our develop­
ing likes and dislikes and the opportunities which come our way 
to satisfy our desires, be they base or beneficial.

GEO. B. LISSENDEN.

CORRESPONDENCE

POPULATION ' AND Till;'. BIRTH RATE
Sin,- In your March 7 issue Mr. 11. Irving refers to the fuss 

being made about the ageing of our population, and about the 
immense number of old people there will bo thirty years hence. 
That is unquestionably truo, but it has nothing to do with the 
low birth rate of the present. I t  is duo to the high birth rato 
of the past.

The greatest number of births ever known in England and 
Wales were in the opening years of the present century—-the 
highest year, with one exception, was 1003. I t  is therefore 
obvious that in 1973 the number of people of seventy «ill he the 
largest ever known. Immediately after that, however, tho 
number will liegin falling, because after 1903 the number of 
persons born began falling. The number of people of seventy 
«■ill continue falling ns rapidly as tlio birth rate foil in the 
early decades of the present century, and will soon bo far less 
than it is at tho present day.

The fall in the number of people of seventy «ill continue till 
2003, and «ill then come to a standstill because the birth rate 
stopped falling in 1033. After that there will lx* a slight 
incroaso in the number of people of seventy, because since 1933 
thero has boon an increase in the number of persons born. 
Yours, etc.,

R. T5. Klim.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON— O u t d o o r

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stono Pond, Hampstead): 
Sunday, 12 noon, Mr. L. E bury.

LONDON— I n d o o r

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C. 1): Sunday, 11-0, Àlr. S. K. Ratcliffr— “ The Eternal
Opposites.”

COUNTRY— I nd o or

Bradford Branch N.S.S. Meetings every Sunday at Lay cock ’ s 
Cafe, Kirkgate, 6-30.

Glasgow Secular Society (25, Hillfoot Street, off Duke Stroet, 
Demiistoun. Glasgow): Sunday, 3-0, Mr. H. McShank, a 
Lecture.

Leicester Secular Society (75, Huniberstono Gaio): Sunday, 3-0, 
Mr. N o r m a n  C h a r l t o n — “ Christian Science.”

Nelson Branch N.S.S. (Rhode Street): Sunday, 2-30, Mr. .1. 
C l a y t o n — “ A Challenge to Ereethoiiglit.”

Newonstle-on-Tyno (Socialist Cafe): Sunday, 7-0, Mr, J .  T. 
B r ig h t o n — “ Evolution.”
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THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST

THE entirely necessary, creative and uplifting sense called 
moral, the sense that mainly distinguishes man from the brute 
creation is, strange to say, of lesser importance in the organisa­
tion which goes by the name of the Church. Jesus of Nazareth, 
a , universal figure, who, if history is to be accepted, went about 
Arabia with the sole purpose of doing good and seeking to 
destroy the irrelevancies, the shams and the sophistries ol 
religious and philosophical thought and worship which were 
current in his time. But never was he the founder 'of the 
Christian Church as men understand it, much less of its theology, 
rites, ceremonies and governance—in fact, he instituted no 
Church whatsoever, but preferred to wear the marks of an 
itinerant preacher more humble than Socrates and as lowly as 
the commonest slave.

The most casual glance at religious history will show that our 
ecclesiastical organisation was originally the work of a number 
of sympathetic followers of the Nazarene preacher, whose great 
and difficult objective from his boyhood to his death was to make 
moral conduct, (it runs deeper than mere behaviour) the chiel 
corner-stone of inward happiness, and the foundation of all 
human reflection and effort. He radiated this supreme idea by apt 
precept and fearless example, as being the only true and cogent 
religion ; and in order to give weight and proof of its elemental 
and permanent values and harmonious relationship with reason 
itself, he thought out and formulated his cherished principles in 
what is known as The Sermon on the Mount; it was the 
unanswerable climax of his whole tutorial career and a challenge 
to the world at large, and it may be accepted, 1 think, as the 
most beautiful and the most moving peroration of its kind which 
has ever proceeded from the mouth of a single man.

But what are we to say concerning the conventional and 
platitudinous glibbery that so often masquerades in the name 
of Christian Faith ! What kind of faith did the Nazarene himself 
have in mind when lie talked of faith in Cod Almighty and 
faith in himself? The answer to any thinker who is free is 
simply enough and unobscure.

If we accept the idea of a living God we must accept him as 
an Intelligent and Moral Being, otherwise we do not accept him 
at a ll ; and it is extremely difficult to conceive of that Supreme 
Intelligence as being devoid of the Moral Attribute- in point of 
fact we must, in all reason, postulate God as a Moral Being 
(any other view in (bis connection would deprive him of all 
creative power), and any faith that life incurs must therefore 
be concentrated entirely upon that moral or ethical factor. 
Thus, the faith which the Nazarene had in view was a wholesale 
surrender to and trust in the moral poise of the universe, not 
an exclusive and synthetic form of faith in himself as being the 
one source of human salvation.

The truth is that the moral state of the known world in 
Jesus’ time was so low and hopeless that only by a complete 
revolution in thought and activity could society be saved from 
itself. The age demanded an honest teacher who would have the 
courage of his convictions; and so Jesus, the great moral 
enthusiast, arose, with a clear mind, an extraordinary person 
ality and gifts equal to the task ; and though lie became a 
martyr in the cause of righteousness in general, he more truly 
lost his life by reason of his avowed hatred of and aversion to 
the prevailing creedalism, doctrinairism and practices of the 
Jewish hierarchy : he thrust bis moral rapier into their tenderest 
spot, and paid the price.

Jesus, thp Nazarene, might well have called himself the “ Son 
of G od” or the “ Son of the F a th e r” (lie also styled himsell 
the “ Son of Man,” which he undoubtedly was), but having in 
view—and this is important—the everyday metaphors of Eastern 
expression, he no more meant til«* phrase to,bo taken literally 
Ilian did Petrarch the sonneteer, when lie designated himself as 
the Son id' the Muses; [or these statements, and thousands more

like them in the Bible, were meant to be taken synibolh*1 ^
I lius, we have (1) M orality; and (2) Faith— faith in the nl01̂  

order of the Cosmos (there can be no other true ordei 11 
therefore, no other true faith). . a

But how does the supposed Christian Church stand on ll'' 
supreme question ? It is a question of great moment j 
ordering of our lives, and needs clarifying. In the summ*1* ‘ • 
325 A.IX there came to Nicea from Spain, Gaul, Italy, •vr'",| 
and Asia Minor, 318 ^df-appointed Bishops. It was indee 
strange and solemn occasion, this first formal meeting (,f 
1'Oman Empire and the Roman Church, inaugurated by Const',  ̂
lino, the imperious “ convert” to Christianity, who, if history 
t‘> be regarded, was an avowed glutton and the murderer o 
brother-in-law and nephew. Strange and solemn indeed • * 
cosmopolitan band, for the bloody grip of persecution haf* Hl' 
just boon loosened ; these prelates still bore the marks of 
torture under Diocletian. They even remembered the D' 
miseries, and had seen their companions dragged naked thi,llk 
the streets or destroyed in the arena—although the 
generation already lived under the “ edict of toleration,” v,,'u< 
was little better than no toleration. ^

Ibis band of ecclesiastical gentlemen, who had good cans' 
hate cruelty and all other bestial immoralities, sat stiff 'vl  ̂
torture and set about to argue for the space of years i,> 
wlmt was or was not Christianity. To go into details of * 11 
discussion which, incredible as, it may seem, centred on 
tiling except broad moral principle and practice, would tt'fi111̂  
a series of articles. Sufficq it to say that it seems strange t |i' 
such a type of council should have been necessary ; for t h e ' ll- 
essence of the religion for which, through their bigotry, ' 1 ’' 
suffered, was fundamentally m oral; and the heaped-up dog®* 
and doctrines which they at first questioned and at length agf** 
upon- and formulated for posterity are, in the plain lig>lt 
reason, totally unnecessary to salvation or the re-orderieg 
our lives. ,

And so, in the Articles of Religion, we find it writ ' 11 
Spiritual I' a it li, which mainly implies an unquestioned belief 11 
(lie Divinity of Christ,” the “ Immaculate Conception, ’ P

Atonement,” the “ Redemption” and the “ Apost°llf 
Succession, are to the astonishment of all rational peOpF' 
granted absolute priority, while good works, or .morn 1 coiid'1' ' 
are arrogantly relegated to a second or even last place—aS 1 
virtue is to be considered of minor importance in life. 11 
addition to the aforesaid Articles, we have in the Roman Chu>1' 
something still more impossible: the “ ‘ M iracle’ of the Host,’ 
ilie “ Confessional B o x ” and “ Absolution” —to say nothing " 
other forms of sacerdotalism, or relics of barbarism.

Tf Church teaching wants to save itself from itself, let it g1’1 
back to the Sermon on the Mount, as being not only a fund*' 
mental of the Nazarene’s mission, but a basis for true living 
Orthodox Christianity Is a dead letter, but virtue will reni*'1* 
for ever. But it is well to toll England and her ecclesiastic»1 
hierarchy that you do not educate a person by telling him whflt 
he knew not, but by making him what he was not.

W. N. BROWN, F .R .S .A ., M .R.S.Litt.
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