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VIEWS AND OPINIONS

I~ British Fascists
Is, yK we may fairly take Hitler as a type rather than
¢m'lpurvAua™> and judge him in tenns of theory rather
L >y )llere deeds. The deeds of German Fascism
i 'S any effort at adequate description. When we
'Cf extausfed tlie Vvocabulary of vituperation and
af 'Udj°n we are still left with feelings of disgust that
intl,J voeaDsation. So we will take all that can be said
Uh | ™reo™dn as having been said, and merely remind
IV "® that there is a kind of social philosophy under-
ltiilf ~ascism whether it be expressed in a German, an
f@ an’ a Spanish or even an English form. We may also
Ihici  °urseF'es that Fascism is not new in the world’s
a v VUor's it confined to politics. There is, for instance,
fiitl 'n torni of Fascism exhibited by the Roman
fis( *t Church. There we have the Christian people—
WRI\U' 1 section of the population, then wo have
in power a ruling order—the Church and its
i S “yom the intellectually simple type up through
to[llUfus gradations to the Pope. This class still claims
is 1~filled to power by God, and the claims of the Papacy
Ui p expressed in the New Testament command that
Dw1Glee must be given to the powers that be> for the
(] Us that be are ordained by God. There is with the
(, U< all the Fascist intolerance of independent beliefs
AJ’Pmlons, and there is promised a spiritual internment
[(I" tor all who disobey orders. Persecution for those
C Ink wrong opinions is as much part of the llmnan
i °'° ri'8*me as it is of Hitlerian Fascism, and there is
% 0 to choose in principle between the internment camps
gl t°r them. The fact of their being situated on different
8 °f the grave is a matter of detail. Finally, there is
Ic Same determination to kill ‘wrong beliefs’”” and so

‘ant heretical ideas gaining currency

Aj 10 Fascist idea is even older than Christianity. Tllose
( 0 u'e acquainted with the charming translations from
j1 Chinese by Arthur Waley—they are said by experts

be very fine translations—may remember the chapter
U The Realists” in his “Three Ways of Thought in

Sunday, October 4, 1942

Editor: CHAPMAN COHEN

Price Threepence

Ancient China.” He gives translations of a number of
systems, and among them a full-blooded social system with
all the principles of current Fascism. But not with all its
practices of brutality, for the Chinese had not the model
of the historic Christian Church .before them. The
Christian experiments in forcing belief, in its control of
education, and in its use of the torture chamber and public
burnings may be taken as youthful exercises in Fascism.
The Chinese had not behind them a thousand years of
Christian tradition.

Fascism in Operation

Hitlerism pays special attention to the “right training
of youth,” In this it follows the lines of Christian
tradition. Like the Archbishops, Hitlerism says, if we
cannot capture youth we are undone, and there is plenty
of evidence in the present war of the fanatical fury with
which the younger generation of Germans in the Army face
death with “Heil Plitler” on tlieir lips instead of “Jesus
receive my soul.” To the scientific mind the psychological
difference is negligible. Hitler saw, as did the, Church,
that the future would be fashioned by contemporary youth.'
Another lesson from the Roman Church, which has always
insisted on the child being put under its direction—directly
or indirectly. The ruling class or group, historically
represented by the Church in education, morals, religion
and the family, is represented in German Fascism by the
Nazis. And pursuing our leisurely historical and
sociological course, we find the British Fascist revealing
himself as following the same ideals and favouring the
same policy, with the modifications that the different
situations demand. But we are not seeking differences so
much as likenesses.

The Enemy Within the Gates

We have all been so shocked by the almost unbelievable
brutalities of German Fascism that we have almost
forgotten the way in which many of the leading figures in
this country coquetted with Fascism. In this country we
still have a ruling class, although it has not the rigid lines
and they are not so firm as they might he. That the lines
are not rigid does not prove their non-existence. The
recurrence of the names of members of families in power
generation after generation is alone evidence of this. For
there is no proof whatever that, other things equal, native
or potential ability is greater in Mayfair than it is in White-
chapel. Not nature, but nurture appears to be the
dominant fact here. Neither ability nor stupidity is the
monopolistic character of g class.

Even now that Fascism has become with us a word that
affronts the nostrils of, decent men and women, under
another guise it is still being cultivated. Neither the
Church, nor any form of privilege can perpetuate itself
without cultivating Fascism in some form. The rule of
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privilege, if it in lo perpetuate itself, must aim at providing
a people with whom passive obedience is second nature.
An example of this since the war began is the attempt to
place the schools under the direct influence of the Churches,
and to see to it that without for the moment making an
open profession of religious beliefs being made-compulsory,
to take decided steps in that direction. This began with an
account—religiously alarmist accounts—of the state of
utter barbarism of a large percentage of the children up to
twelve years of age who were evacuated. No real evidence
was ever supplied of this, and it was probably weakened
by the praise that had to be given of the heroism, etc.,
etc., of the young men who were pressed into the Armed
Services and their admirable behaviour in many directions.
How far this plot ultimately succeeds will depend upon
(he life of the present Government. Recent events'go to
show that the conspiracy may not be completely successful.

.This first step is now followed by a scheme put out by
the Committee on Education set up by the Conservative
Party—of which the Minister of Education is the Chairman,
with our Prime Minister as leader of the party—an office
it would have, been best for him not to have held until
the semi-coalition Government was-at an end.

This new scheme is, in outline, placed before the public
by the'chairman of the Conservative Committee,'and its
affinities to a form of Fascism are unmistakable. For the
scheme is not to be voluntary, to be adopted by those
who believe in it. It is to be compulsory. Without its
being so, Mr. Fabre says, quite plainly, the end aimed at
cannot be reached. So Hitler argued for his 'National
Socialism.

We may note in passing that Mr. Fabre builds his case
on the alleged tenable state of the youth of the country.
Mr. Churchill ought to keep an eye on his subordinates,
for if the leader of the Conservative Party, as Prime
Minister, goes about the country praising the behaviour of
(he youth of this generation for their services ih the Armed
Forces, in the auxiliaries to these forces, in the workshops
and in all sorts of war services, while his own party is

proclaiming or even suggesting the poor quality of the.

youth of to-day and putting forward compulsory regimenta-
tion of boys and girls between 14 and 18, it will look very
peculiar. Mr. Fabre asks: “In the name of reason and
humanityl what can be said for applying compulsion up to
14 and leaving it between 14 and 18 to the mercy of the
streets and factories?’” Let us shiver! We ought to say
“Thank God for the Conservative Party which has always
distinguished itself for its concern for the education—of the
right sort—of the poor.”

Rut before we shiver ourselves into a state of unreasoning
Conservative fear, let us consider one or two things.
Mr. Fabre, it is plain, bases a lot of his fears about youth
on the reports of interested parties who, to get more power
in (he schools, have ever since the war started been carrying
on this campaign. He says we must end this foolish
division between individualism and patriotism. We agree.
Rut would Mi'. Fabre bo in favour of giving to youlb honestly
worded lessons on, say, Communism, Socialism and Free-
thinking? If they are not allowed a glimpse of such
subjects at the age of 14 or upward—and they do not get’t
nowadays even in our secondary schools—of what avail are
the extra years of schooling—save to develop a British
Fascism in place of Italian and German forms? We
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indebted to the “News Chronicle” for a passage from
anehester Guardian” remarking thatl the proposed

war peoni ° lir' Fa’re would end in producing “ -
P I e of militant- apes. ” And | havepas muchgob?eggn

have to militant ores.
nothing

looking

Perh-m ClEy °f] peaceful apes as

%tasvatLDmM °ls«* 1

rward {0 «o MWaJ Ni(ture thé apes

have their wav' bettef- But if » .. Fabre and others
worth looktn * HlldnkInd will, if it wishes to see something

the scene'  * ’ Jlave on”' the past generations (0 provide

The Answer°isa*S. ““ "= c°mPulBOry education Fascism:I'
teaching ™ T &bty e 1EREATS HPoRuAn 1Y
else would Nazism have grown? How Would the Homen
Church have held its own if it abolished GHbCid®
Really, Mr. Fabre, education began with the higher anma
world. It goes on through every generation.
- 1. labre has been edueating me in the artigle-lie ~
written. | now see the Church-cum-Conservative I’
c earer than ever. As Shylock might have said, “I :
ieo. H Fascist, for the lesson, and it shall go hard 1
do not better the instruction.” For | would have 1
education of the young people radically altered i*»1' 1
earliest possible years. They should be encouraged
question whatever they are told from the earliest yel'.
onward. The “You must listen to your teacher” gl
be accompanied by, and the teacher'should listen to, «J
child. The New Testament Jesus says “Suffer I ,
children to come unto me,” and the Erieslt_ and the@-ﬁem
and misleading layman comes along; and with qa
words but identical purpose, says “And we Wil teltli n
what you must think, and we will keep from you nl(ﬁE
that we know may be true, hut which we will preven
ever suspecting as such. We will tell you what is

I think the educational years should be lengthened *
If for no other reason, for getting rid of such incnit »
and objectionable types as the Duff-Coopers ulU rOf
Halifaxes at the head of affairs. And if that lengthe'110*
school time is pursued it should be the period in W"'<”".(v
instruction in “dangerous” ideas, the real social eq |
of men and women, the discussion of religio" ~
religion, of Atheism, of Confucianism, Communis"®* ?
Conservatism, and all other isms—including the (¢
topic of humbugism, should be taught and discussed 11 <
continuation schools. Until that is done it may | p
of a social danger to close compulsory school hie m”
than to continue to 18 or 20. Our danger of dow*“J "
into a nation of that threatened community of milita"
would be less.

Tliere is one sentence in Mr. Fabre’s essay that F "O@
bearing in mind. He says that friendly intercourse
failed. Youth “must be treated as men are now tre"
Youth now expects orders.” Probably Mr. Fabre *~
liimself busily engaged in raising a generation of
apes. Ho is doing his best. And, apparently, he has
Minister of Education behind him—and, of course.

Churches. T
CHAPMAN COHF>'

As tlio mind must govern the hands, so in every society the !
of intelligence must direct the man of labour.—Dit. Johns0™
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DR. TEMPLE PUTS ONE OVER

TIItS is the Gaumont-British News, presenting the truth to
Free Peoples of the World.”
H llls °pened the news-reel at our local cinema. Then, after
w’, "g~-sounding proclamation of G.B. News, came the truth,
3 (e,”mi  Br. Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, supported
J os surplieed choir, to deliver to us a short homily (no doubt
1ly prepared for the news-reel) in connection with the
‘"tjonal Day of Prayer.
join f.A°mily wits followed by a request by the Archbishop to
j "min repeating the Lord’s Prayer—a performance which,
"K chema at any rate, was a complete flop, for the audience
A n°l oreword; not even a whispered “Amen” at the end.
intoV anJ 'cry subtle, is this idea of bringing the church
[r’®  ®cinema. With the figure of the chief medicine man
tm" M ci‘allcel, and with occasional glimpses of the chair,
di Sre was calculated to reproduce almost to reality the
t0 'IsP*fre of the church in the cinema building. But tlie will
was Peking, and the whole tiling flopped with the
dJ, Ince* One thing that must be admitted, however, is that
Ins'  I'YsI"*l) photographs very well indeed, and now that he
rt j .°Ined the ranks of our film stars we can no longer complain
is enormous salary. He has every precedent for it in his
K* "»cation.
1 k°wever, one must confess that Dr. Temple, on behalf
[ ™u Anglicans, has “ put one over” the Roman Catholics.
g 'lillow wondering what will be the attitude, and the position,
Jn 10 Roman Catholics now that our news-reel can convert
gH(lls .-to Anglican churches. Will the It.C.s arrange for
d. 'l 'dispensations to cover visits to cinemas on such occasions,
iw* ~le I1°H°wers °f the True Faith be forbidden to see such
Ite’ or to listen to Protestant heresy? Anglican services
',-ly *“against the true faith” of the old original firm,
disc r'S 46\el°Pment must raise some nice points for Romanist
~h marians and strategists.
| 116 moment the matter will be difficult of solution ; but, if
a suggestion, it is that Roman Catholics could,
'‘e.Wai ‘s over and building is resumed, erect their own
in *n which films “ of a Catholic nature ” could be shown
Okc  distinctively Catholic atmosphere." Cardinal Hinsley
vV m'e Femple) could be trained to perform his ecclesiastical
¢, tu; - and holy genuflections before the camera, and so the
Hw les"ld competition of outworn superstitions could have a
the ease °d f'fe in the modern and highly scientific sphere of
" Q@neina.
10 .d this were done a new problem would face the
is It is their most untruthful boast that no Catholic
| PeHed to pay anything for his or her religion—although
hill © "eCall a Catholic boy once declaring that it cost him a
Yyl & light a candle! Still, the Catholic “ fact” remains.
hiihil.”nt Nay for R-C. dope. It is entirely a matter of how
under the influence of the dope, you can be induced to

j " " will make a further helpful suggestion. As no admission
f(ﬁas such, could be charged in these Catholic cinemas, the
,°f building them could be met out of local rates, or the
ji' I0Dal Exchequer—say to the tune of 75 per cent. ! More
~a"ii can get it. The cost of running them conld then be met
Alding, say, 50 per cent, to the admission charges of ordinary
Hidnas and remitting it to the Catholic cinemas, to be
fiaiented by voluntary offerings by Catholics. This would be
| B fair, of course, because a Catholic has as much right to
i® a cinema to see the Pope as an Anglican has to see the
i'bishop. You cannot deny that Catholics have a right to
Itheir own cinemas, with a Catholic “ atmosphere,” and it
jia°t fair in a democracy that one section of the community
"idd be burdened with special costs just because it wants its
I “atmosphere.” So at. least you would agree to a special
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tax to help to build and maintain these cinemas. Or would you !
Indignant at the idea, are you? Yet you do the very same
thing for Roman Catholic schools, you darned fool!

But the Roman Catholics will have to be slick about the
business, because the cinema, in its secular form, has done

.much to loosen the roots of denominational insularity, and to

broaden the outlook of the people. Mixing together in an
atmosphere of mixed ideas, they have almost learnt that religious
tags like “ R.C.” and “ C. of E.” do not necessarily make people
better or worse. Such an outlook is dangerous to religion, and
most of all to Romanist “ exclusiveness.”

Illy the way, Mr. Editor, am | injuring the cause of Free-
thought by handing out suggestions for the preservation of
religion in a scientific fashion. Or do you think, as | think,
that it cannot harm our cause, because the Churches are too far
gone already ? F. J. CORINA

THE MODERN MUSE
(Continued from page 407)
1.

THE majority of poets and verse-writers at the present time
belong, fairly recognisably, to one of a number of easily defined
“schools.” There are the traditionalists, of whom Mr. John
Gawsworth is perhaps the most typical representative ; there are
the “ modernists,” following Mr. T. S. Eliot, of whom Mr. W.
H. Auden is most directly typical. But Mr. Dylan Thomas, who
has made a great name for himself in a comparatively short
period of time, belongs to no school of poetry, follows no one
and apparently has no followers. Nevertheless, there is some-
thing about his writing which has attracted critical attention,
not merely among those who seek for “ something different,”
but among the established writers of the older generation. Miss
Edith Sitwell, for instance, has lauded Mr. Dylan Thomas as
probably the best poet of his age in the country.

The reader who wishes to discover just what is the aim and
object behind the work of Mr. Dylan Thomas can do so at the
expenditure of half-a-erown, for this is the price of Messrs.
Dent’s edition of his “ Twenty-Five Poems,” which made its
first appearance in 1936, but much of which still remains fresh
and lively. Of course, as was the case of Mr. W. H. Auden,
discussed in a previous arth-le in this series, Mr. Dylan Thomas
occasionally writes very badly. It would appear that lip to the
present ho lacks almost completely the faculty of self-criticism ;
but nevertheless, he has written several poems which are
strikingly successful. Witness the stanza which follows: —

Dead men naked they shall be oilo

With the man in the wind and the west moon ;

When their bones are picked clean and the clean
bones gone,

They shall have stars at elbow and foot;

Though they go mad they shall be sane,

Though they sink through the sea they shall
rise again ;

Though lovers be lost lost shall not;

And death shall have no dominion.

That shows at once Mr- Dylan Thomas’s weakness and his
strength. He has on occasion a magnificent declamatory style,
but he sets down almost anything which comes into his head,
with the result that occasionally he ventures perilously near
nonsense. Ho can call himself (and 1 believe sometimes does
call himself) a Surrealist in verse, and the Surrealist painters
almost lose themselves by drawing upon their subconscious minds
for their subjects.

It is in many ways unfortunate that Mr. Dylan Thomas has
so concentrated on these semi-mystical themes, especially since
his Welsh ancestry probably gives a tinge of emotional revivalism
to his mind, which when verse is written in the undisciplined

(Continued on page 415)
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ACID DROPS

THE Homan Catholics of Crewe liave sent a telegram on
the recent vote of the Trades Union Congress against the
plans outlined by the Churches to gain control of the schools.
These mighty men of Crewe say it is against the Atlantic
Charter. So far as the Prime Minister is concerned, we do
not imagine that it will seriously disturb his sleep. He is
probably as well aware as anybody that these generalisations
may mean anything, everything—or nothing. Political and
religious generalisations usually have this quality. Hence the
quantity of them on which agreement is reached.

The Lord Bishop of Portsmouth says that it is the duty of
the Church to try to solve economic problems. We do not see
that it is any more the duty of the Church to do this than
it is the duty of anybody or anything else. At any rate, there
is no Church in this country that is able to do it or has, any
intention of doing it. The declaration is sheer verbiage.

Some few hundred years before the date given for the alleged
miraculous birth of Jesus Christ the Chinese discovered how to
make gunpowder. But the poor boobs, destitute of the sublime
gospel that others were to receive, could find no better use
for it than, to make squibs and crackers to amuse the people.
Hut about a thousand years later some Christian travellers
came to China. They saw, they wondered, they understood.
They saw in it one of God’s gifts to man. It could do more
than amuse; it could kill. They brought the discovery to
Christian Europe and it was recognised as God’s great gift to
man. It promised to he more deadly than sword or spear or
how and arrow. But for those Christian travellers these
Christless Chinese might have remained for ever ignorant of
the power in their hands—how a new gospel might be carried
throughout the world—and God’s great gift would have been
thrown away on childish amusements.

The Chinese also discovered the art of making paper some
time before the beginning of the Christian era. It was known
in parts of Asia soon after its discovery and the art of
printing followed. When the Mohammedans captured the larger
part of Spain they established the first paper mill in Europe.
"I'lie first paper mill in England was built in the 13th century.
So far ns Christian influences were concerned, Europe remained
where it was in a.d. 1. Still, let us be fair. Christians did
show the world what might he done with gunpowder. They did
what they could to prevent the multiplication of books, and in
a later period those countries which wished to indulge in
;necha_n.ical warfare were compelled to come to Christian countries
or tuition.

Lord Halifax is one of Ibis country’s inherited responsibilities.
When lie dies., there will he the usual humbugging talk about
the great services he gave to the Empire, although we do not
expect that his services in the Baldwin and Chamberlain
Governments in helping Japan to take Manchukuo, to attack
China, for the Germans to get bombing practice in Spain, for
opposition to an alliance with Russia, and for handing Czecho-
slovakia. to Germany will*be stressed. But for the moment we
have to ho thankful that, die is in America although the
Americans may not I»' over delighted about it.

But before all things Lord Halifax is a devout Christian—
of the High Church-near-Roman Catholic brand. And he took
an early opportunity of making a speech soon after he reached
the United States as Britain’s representative. On September 20,
it being Sunday, the B.B.O. gave us part of the record of a
speech that had been delivered by our representative. If we
had known what was coming wo would have been preparedl
But we were not, at any rate, we had no idea that he would
pack so much nonsense in so few words. Hut the B.B.C. broke
it« record in broadcasting religious nonsense.

Lord Halifax icpeatcd, without the slightest reservation, that
this world war was essentially a fight for Christianity. Proof,
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built on Christi- ~  “*Klnni,1Ks to Christianity, Democracy wes
and so on ii,. 'Ini, #>freedom of speech was built-on Christianity.
"ill ho ouit« °l,gl every °ne of the better phases of life, it
and the, two !'n“*'lrap nKto the four hundred millions of China
and fifty min;, UrfiXin” I0ns Russians, to the two hundred
anti-Christ j-i, °"Si  “*nd<)os>to say nothing of the millions <%
are wagingL H *" . "ith "s . this war, that

other dav l. , lL,reselvation of Christianity. Only the
began in anei»V°ri mg by our leaders that
freedom of 9M,..,.i. Ford~ Halifax knows better, “al
opposition  wherever be°n WO' 1M tI%I' teeth of Christian
followed flu. i exists. A portable medical servim
thinks our soldier ° ,{°man s°ldiers everywhere, hut Hahlas
never heard such V ¢~ to Christianity. Candidly, we hae

ggguaintance with lgg?0l'ance since  wo first %

th A N S
<'ag0. L0 10, 1R EY Gt OREDb BTy

witll'a le£r!frir¥ raph/-" 1J,,blishes a Picture of a bridal e
of Russia The,, .<(r,Ptioii of the bridegroom as Prince And™
of RuSa nriorVs S,ch There was a Prince And"."
in its struggles an # r“voilltion- If we cannot send HI"u
could at least W "I the people would wish-to sendl”

princes who no I, G Insl!'tInR Russia with dummy figjirl's

as saying that she™ wo 1l (So%t<™ber 24) reported Lady A
form as a Hussi-m (* " * mmd sitting on the same P’
expected to ,, S fTiilUW- = °f «»'rse, the Conunnn.st
other hand ~Preeiation Of the contact. Oh

elead wth V BH ;rV 'e<V Ast°r sa.™she “ would not be few)

large mWV* Wkderstad that with
j‘H]! bedmdadedl,s Jh“/1,U 0?18~ ald _othetr{_ no i"s,sg .
1 found dea hg faot owersha%%m ag minvgrltgétalﬁ?gy !

A series of conferences on Home Life has been held a

Lane Chapel, Birmingham. Many very, sensible thing9 jjey
said, hut the element of foolishness was provided by tm (iL
<l L. Tizard, who said that “ home life must be f°ua j§ j&*
religion,” and as he meant, the Christian religion tHat' ire
downright nonsense. What of the multitudes of homes “ /i
not founded on religion? Cannot parents deal propel > |Ifir
their children without talk of Christ and God, and stuffinS/fl
children’s heads with matters that neither parents nor # [IV
understand? If such statements were not so common, a p\&
just part of established cant, we should say that Mr. 1'zal * &
offering a gratuitous insult to multitudes of parents. ; ,

we dismiss it as just so much regularised stupidity—or " [|1*

*

We congratulate the Harwich Education Committee. N]I)f
recent meeting, reported in the *“ East Anglian Times
September 17, Councillor E. Auston moved the prepared *
propagandist motion that, “ in view of the alarming dotfj *
tion of discipline-among children,” etc., etc., there sl
compulsory religious instruction. Of course, there is no cv"
from teachers as to the demoralising of children. That #¥43(st
tion does not come from teachers of ability; nor is it
among the children one knows. It is one of the ChrB~
slanders, inaugurated by those—belonging to both the Ch°l .|,
and the Government—who led the campaign for the reins
ment of the clergy in the schools. Wc are pleased to nl *
that the motion had only one vote in its favour—tl"1
Mr. Auston.

In the “ Journal of Education” for September, Mr. .
Dent, Headmaster of Westminster City School, cites Archhisd®
Temple as saying—probably some time ago—that “a s> ~
ease should he made out for the argument that on the "'V,
religion, up to date, had done move harm than good in nl.
world.” We assume that statement was made some time *g|
But it is one that could he very easily justified. Truth "
out; oven an Archbishop cannot prevent it.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

Wl O E. Smith be. good enough to write to his sister at 5,
Edgecumbe Hoad, Lostwithiel, Cornwall, or care < lls 0 11

*m  Twining—The Archbishop of Oanterbury’s reply to the
arranged question put to him by that insult to the  common
soldier,” the “ travelling padre,” as to the ownership by tne
Church of slum property, was one of those half-truths that are
meant to mislead. But' it. is not true that a small amount ot
4"m property in Paddington was all the slum property mt
hands of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. There was proper j
I1the Bethnal Green area, in South London and elsewhere,
Intl>in London and in other parts of the country. And in any
Mse- as the Ecclesiastical Commissioners sold the property at
flll market price, the Church still profits from the property
M The Church is one of the largest,’if not,the largest,
wneficiaries from land in the country. As a reformer, tl
Archbishop threatens to become another ecclesiastical joke.

J- H Charles—Pleased you find “ The Atheist’s Approach ’
"superb.” It is selling well. .We have done our best to
Present the situation as fairly as we could. We have other
th>ngs in the press.

a%) —We have sent your letter on to the writer ofi the
quégt?(’)n He will probably he best able toi reply to your

Hirdiiug.—You have evidently taken the measure of the
Keiieral intelligence.  But we cannot conceive a time when
th°re will not be a need, for Freethought propaganda, no
'nutter how the world develops.  The contest will be on a
ugher level, blit we think sheer conservatism will always
, IrE to what was and is, rather than to what might be.
*Hollingham—Sorry we cannot get your letter in this week.
tir?e]are working under rather difficult circumstances for a

]
wLTAM- -We hav© very pleasant recollection of your uncle.
teased to learn of your continued interest in this journal*

"< Rlersburg—War Damage Fund, £5.

thhl]k%lrsgn.lgso circulating and distributing

The Free-

tiril

0 'f, f°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager
n, ‘e Pioneer Press, 2-3, Furnival Street London, E.GJi,
Ifjy n°t to the Editor.

y.u. services of the National Secular Society in connexion
sh e,tar Burial Services are required, all communications
ai’j be addressed to the Secretary, Il. Il. Bosetti, giving

°nJ notice as possible.

'o/r Rkethinker Will be forwarded direct from the Publishing
at the following rates (Home and Abroad): One
, Jear, 17s.; half-year, 8s. Gd.; three months, is. id.

notices must reach 2 and 3, Furnival Street, Holborn,
/ >don, E.C.i, by the first post on Monday, or they will not
e inserted.

SUGAR PLUMS

dill I’ Educational plot—or, more correctly, the plot against

‘Rtion—matures, the Church of England «jll make a good

, Sam by handing many of its schools over to the Governs

Of course, there will he financial “ considerations” in

mnterests of the Church, and the children should benefit

For it is a fnet well known that one of the aims

“'e Church folk is to escape the provision of the money that,
I tli(. Government grant, keeps these schools in being.
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The condition of many of these schools is well known to those
interested, but there is one case described in the “ Manchester
Guardian ” for September 18 that is worth noting. There is a
Church* of England school in Blaekfriars Road, Salford, and in
a discussion at a meeting of the Salford Education Committee
the state of the school was described by Councillor Brental, who
said that—

“ whim he and other smembers visited the school last week

. they came away with a feeling of disgust that ,it should

have been allowed to reopen after tho holidays in the
“filthy condition * they found it. The lavatories were in a
shocking condition, flushing systems not working, and tho
roofs had been 1lrepaired * by wrenching off the doors and
laying them on the top.

“ The interior walls were pitted and scarred and showed
marks of rain leakage in many places. Outside, the down-
spouts were broken or missing, gullies were full of dirt,
window frames were damaged, coping-stones were overhang-
ing dangerously, railings were rusted to a razor-edge state,
and everywhere there was evidence of absolute neglect.

“ “There is evidence of absolute disregard for the
children’s self-respect and health,” he said. ‘I want to
record my disgust that anyone in whom charge of a school
is vested should have allowed such a state of things to
exist or continue.” The matter should be reported to the
Medical Officer of Health for instant action.

“ Councillor Pugh said that he was distressed by what he
had seen, and it was mild to say that the staff was dis-
gruntled. He doubted whether a penny had been spent on
tho exterior since tho schoolroom was built. He knew the
financial' difficulties of non-provided schools, hut this was
beyond reason.”

It would be a capital bargain for the Church of England if
it could hand over to the State the upkeep of these schools,
ami secure at the same time the teaching of its own doctrine in
the national school. The Archbishops have a very keen eye
where finance is concerned.

Braintree has decided to have cinemas open on Sunday. As
usual against the wishes of most of the clergy.

We have seen of late two well-advertised films. We leave it
an open question whether they are famous because they are
advertised or advertised because they are famous. One is “Gone
with the Wind —which had far too much wind and was too
long iii going. One of the chief performers was Clark Gable—in
a change of clothes. The first requisite in a good actor is to
hide his own personality, and no one will accuse Gable of that.
The scenery was quite good, but the play would have been better
had it been cropped by quite a third. There was an incident
that provided quite a good ending at that stage, hut then the
rest would not have been good enough for a play.

The other film was “ The Young Mr. Pitt.” Donat «.as excel-
lent as Pitt, hut the picture of I’itt was, not very convincing.
Nor was Fox the helpless gambler and opportunist that was
depicted. The cardinal fault of tho play was that it was obviously
war propaganda. Even then it was late in the day to caricature
the French Revolution as a threat to the freedom of Europe
with Britain saving the world. The fact is that the Revolution
itself was accomplished with little bloodshed, and it was largely
due to the hostility of Britain that the war of propaganda, of
which the authorities in England were in deadly fear, became a
war of conquest.

To turn our war with France into a war for democracy is
grossly absurd. For it was in tho 30 years following that .in
this country there went on a series of savage jiersecutions
against freedom of speech and publications and against the
attempts of the working class to secure an improvement of
status. It is time that the French Rovoluion was better under-
stood by the English people.
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MOLIERE AND RELIGION

THERE is, curiously enough, one great writer who dpes not
figure in Wheeler's “ Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers.”
Somehow this painstaking scholar contrived to miss Moliére,
the greatest comic writer for the stage, the tercentenary of whose
birth (January 12, 1622) our friends on the other side of the
Channel have just been celebrating with artistic enthusiasm and
national pride. The oversight is, no doubt, to be explained by
Wheeler’s lack of interest in the lighter forms of literature, and
his want of acquaintance with Moliére either by the book or the
stage. The literary criticism of the dramatist he would be likely
to come across in the course of his reading would lay no stress
on Moliére’s anti-religious bias, that being precisely the side
of an artistic mind which our English writers find it convenient

o- ignore. Even the best of modern English studies of the
dramatist, Mr. Arthur Tilley’s “ Moliére” (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1921), does not bring out at all clearly the
philosophical value of the great comedies. But French critics
are less squeamish. In the 17th century in France there was
no hesitation in placing him—not on the side of the angels.
His whole career was a progress in Freethought. The Jesuits
who gave him his “humanities” laid the foundation of lis
large and tolerant philosophy of life, and probably dissipated
what theistic belief he had commenced with; and when as a
young man he studied philosophy with the man of science and
materialist, Gassendi (1591-1656), a follower of Bacon and friend
of Galileo, his natural anti-theistic bias must have been as
confirmed as that of his fellow student, Cyrano do Bergerac.
In choosing the calling of a play-actor lie put himself outside
the pale of what was then considered respectable society,
although he had always the protection of Louis XIV. and the
loyal friendship of a few libertines who were distinguished in
philosophy and letters. His sworn enemies were not so much
the Jesuits as the austere Jansenisms. They had that irrational
hatred of the stage which is always associated with the puritan-
ical type of mind, and when Moliére brought his company to
Paris the theocratic government of the city excommunicated
all play-actors, putting them on the same footing, as Rernv de
Gourmont remarks, with loose women, moneylenders, magicians
and fortune-tellers. Every parish priest kept a list of the names
of parishioners who frequented the playhouse, and could at any
moment deprive them of. civil rights. Great pulpit orators like
Bourdalone and Bossuet used their powers of persuasion,
exhortation and abuse, and pamphleteers like Barbier d’Aucour
represented Moliere to his religious readers as a cynical preacher
of all the vices whose aim was to destroy men by making them
laugh, whose cocu imaginaire was an invention for the better
making of real ones.

The religious bigots brought against Moliére a formal charge
of impiety and sacrilege, and they were justified from their
standpoint, for he was the most formidable enemy the modern
spirit had raised against them. They avenged themselves in the
end by refusing to bury the dramatist in consecrated ground.
But the better sort of clergy were more shocked by Moliere’s
philosophy than by his comedies. What they detested and
dreaded, as ltemy de Gourmont has pointed out, was the
vindicator of the natural man, the lover of liberty, the sworn
enemy of religious prejudgments. In him they persecuted one
of the liberators of human nature, one whose work of liberation
was all the more effective because it was disguised as mere
popular amusement. It was a struggle between the priests and
the play-actors, and the comedians won. Paris just escaped
being converted into a Geneva.

Moliére’s contemporaries had not the slightest doubt with
regard to his contemptuous disregard of religion, and we who
read his plays now can understand why they regarded him as a
sort of devil incarnate, a corruptor of virtue a mauvais maitre,
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gresefesaonvof evil> g AjaUs Veuilot was pleased to call every
The impietv " T ~i~ted the claims of the Church of Rong,
obvious in “n* elJlcuraan scepticism of his plays are
1 and 2) W, T Juan ” there are two scenes (Act Ill., scere
cancelled after rvV c¢° scandalised the faithful that they wore
are walkino- i * i  Performance. Don Juan and his servant
brothers o fth I" "6 * * /ol(‘st’ both disguised, for the avenging
away the tin,/ '‘lonS®d Elvire are on Juan’s scent. To while
standing f,,,. N )0 the fundamentals of belief, Juan
ots the worst ofT he”  SsilnareU<i ior religion. The valet
argain Thi<r. m' aigllinL’,|t and damages his nose into diL
serving-man W [IMIn®  (be defence of religion to an uneducated
goace. r" ! I understood as an insult to orthodox intelh-

come. Tn arm,/;:14!"J nOt very flattering. But worse ting™
beggar thevL t t’-th® tw°® have lost their way and, meet
name of God and'lll tJum- He begs for aims in A*

Fepie Rt e 2 i Tiow e spenas i~ &

“Then v L ’me *Sgbon to praying for those who lulll

I h-ivJ ha_Ve <vethII|n% you want,” remarks J>

Juan. nothing,” replies the bgggar: “ But sgﬁeﬁa
mman who is always praying to God could not possiuty ir

wretched condition. Tdat is bui a poor rewand =~ 1
trouble.  Come, now, try what a little blasphemy will 4c.
God and | will giveyou a guinea. Well, ou can‘t]
persuadedVto blaspheme, if you waildrather die- ghungl‘“}f’i‘
curse God, | will give you one not inthe name oi Go ,
the name of suffering humanity.” o Af
It was with “ Tartuffe” that Moliere fully revenged AR

upon his religious persecutors. It has often been said 1
terrible satire is merely an attack of religious hypocrisy- *
Beuve is under this impression when he tells us that 1
directed against Jesuit casuistry. But Moliére had n0 ” njln
with the Jesuits, who preferred to remain neutral in the '"™,,,1
tion between religion and comedy. Their attitude A
Moliere was fairly sympathetic. They probably en <
ridicule of the casuists. He was not a theologian like "
but a philosopher who took a wider view of the worn ¢
what Moliere attacked was religion itself, and R>u pr.
evidently had this in view when he called “ Tartuffe a *
thinking tract. Certainly it is that, and something niuc 1
precious. It is the most wonderful piece of comic stagl
the world has ever seen, and one of the truest and most »
pictures of life as shaped by religious ideals.

GEORGE UNDERWOb

(Reprinted)

JESUS INSIDE A RUBBER FACTORY
(A True Story in Ail but Names)

THERE is a certain rubber factory where the * ERfig >
owner issues decrees to his workers concerning their alh®8l
to Jesus Christ! 0/

This “ Christian ” employer has made it a condition of
ment that workers must attend a prayer meeting in thell
time inside the factory ! .Nni

Employees are informed by the works manager, who is
“ Christian,” that they should arrive a half-hour earlier 11
morning and attend a prayer meeting !

The “ Christian” proprietor parades up and down the %1
gate playing hymns on a concertina, whilst his “ stool-p'S’ g,
(the works manager) takes up his stand at the canteex.
which is the improvised, chapel, and welcomes the congre @}?
Of course, the real motive is not so much to “ welcome,” b1
note those who are absent. o

The nurse who is employed in the prlvate ambulance ﬁp{j
which is used for treating the victims of serious burning® 1"
scald jngs, which are a feature of the factory, stands inside
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1 with a collecting-box cadging for contributions for some
Christian ” charity!

th" 1 “S considered that tho congregation is large enough,

tin IMI1W~1  concel'tina comes up the wooden stairway with
- ast member and, still playing “ Jesu Lover of my Soul,”
oecs to the “ pulpit” followed by the works manager, who

0 *as chairman. lie opens a large Bible, reads a verse in
10 ox fashion, then proceeds to prayer.

J h- *amurmur of voices throughout the hall, as Mrs. Dubb
£n a " WSS how her “lassie is getting on since she got
i i ~ Ish week” The chairman immediately blares out,

1(<m in the same manner as the usher in a court of law.

initr  WJZZ” sus*des immediately and the chairman states

N never was it more essential than to-day that prayer should

g 'L in. He introduces the preacher, the owncr-manager-
: who is known by the workers as “ Misery.”

jor Is 'vorthy, in an obsequious manner, emphasises tlie need
SPplication to enable us to maintain the war effort.

lle then Proceeds to pray for “ Victory.”

dtp congregation ” becomes restive; they have had a surfeit
AK Ws n°nsense from the daily Press and the radio, and in any
&7 Is ey get paid piece-rate wages for their production of
% . which the * Christian ™ factory owner has the contract
* their rds are more occupied with earnings than prayers !

Th? Preacher continues in that sonorous voice beloved by

Kristians  to inculcate the necessity for increased produc-
jore” *le works manager smiles blandly and nods over to the
the “he delivery department. The latter, forgetting for
winks back to the “ stool-pigeon.” Eventually the

*or stops and the “ congregation” emits a sigh of relief,

springs the chairman and thanks the workets who attended,
a homily on their patriotism and Christian charity, and
Usts ~he preacher to close with the * usual benediction.’

Tre buzz of voices is resumed, and Mrs. Dubb—resues her

ti0 Mrs. Muggs as the *“ congregation ” files down to

tom 'lctoi'y to resume their production of gas-masks and
traceptives !

i 6ma'e workers light their pipes and cigarettes with a feeling
WINUsea and disgust, despite the fact that large notices on the
~sread, “ Smoking Strictly Forbidden!”

p °n the factory machinery drowns the buzz of voices as the
her retires to his well-appointed room, and the works
sliPs from department to department to speed the

list 3 and to snoop on the workers who are on the “ suspect
U("SIIS has been to the rubber factory, but the production of the

I'i" is of more importance than the visit of that—myth!
A. S. KNOX.

THE MODERN MUSE— (Continued from page 411)

B Which he writes may lead to dangerous extremes. Once
R °ne can see the value of a sane, sensible philosophical
ground for an artist—a background which only some such
"ement as Freethouglit can give.
N nly wlien a poet’s feet are firmly rooted in reality, four-
o lle upon the ground, can he hope to give his work that air
» ««nuineneas, complete lack of those slight suggestions of
L “al*ty, which only the greatest in our poetic heritage have
Mr. Dylan Thomas, up to the present, has not quite
Lihed that height. In the future, of course, there
Milg where he may reach. Ho is still very young, and young
jj Lfrequently write in difficult and deliberately abstruse ways,
A"ever, at present he has earned for himself a small niche in
gallery of modern poets, and there are very few people of
age who can claim to have done that. S. 1.
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HEAVEN

Airs from heaven, blasts from hell.
—“ Hamlet.”

Is he in heaven or is he in hell,

That damned elusive Pimpernel ?

—*“ Tiie Scarlet Pimpernel.”

AH, heaven—the abode of God and the blessed—the place of
supreme felicity. Also the seventh heaven, the very sanctum
sanctorum of God and the divine presence surrounded with
celestial atmosphere. How sweet! Tremble, you unbelievers!
This “ bright land far away, where it is never-ending day,” is
not for you. This “place where angels sing ceaseless praises
to their King” is not for you. This “ happy place where men
always see his face ” is locked, bolted and barred against you.
Just picture it. Never-ending day ! Angels singing ceaselessly !
Perpetual visions of his face! Supernal visions! Oh grave,
where is thy victory? Oh death, where is thy sting? Where
indeed ? This glorious vista of heavenly bliss and everlasting life
does not mean that the religious mind does not do its utmost-*
aided by medical science—to preserve its religious body. Far
from it. It is because of the fear of that “ undiscovered bourn
from whence no traveller returns” that gives them pause. For
is it not better to bear the ills we have than to fly to the joys
which may not be ours at all!

The beatific vision of a celestial abode is pictured by all
believers and they, too, see th.emselves sitting on the right hand
of God. (Most uncomfortable.)

Tho heavens are telling of the glory of the life everlasting
which is yours—on conditions ! As the quack medicine vendor
will always receive the money of the credulous and unthinking
in return for some worthless concoction, so will the Chief
Medicine Man accept tribute, approbation and service as long as
the gullible and self-seeking believe “ the lie at the lips of the
priest.” The promise, “we shall all meet again,” is potent.
For then there will be no more pain! No more ills! No more
partings! No more tears or sorrows! Happy band of pilgrims
look upwards to the skies and see the prize waiting for you.
Pledge your life to the celestial pawnbroker and what security
have you? None. Even the most astute business man cannot
get anything in writing. He must be content with a promise.
“When you want to get your life out of pawn, just call in,”
says tho celestial pawnbroker. “ Until then, I'm all sot?”
“ Oh yes, so long as you pay your due’s, and when you fail to do
that you’re sunk,” and adds in an undertone, “ You’re sunk
in any case.”

In heaven you will get no variety. What, no music-hall ?
There will be an all-singing, angelical, never-ending day. What,
no dawn and no dusk? How simplo you are. As there is no
night there cannot be any dawn or dusk ; and you will live for
ever and ever. What, no deaths? Don’t bo so ridiculous. How
can there be life without death? Then wc shall see some
funerals? If you don’t keep quiet you’ll be seeing your own.
Shall we be clothed ? Of course; you must remember to bring
your ration books, for there is such a thing as a war in heaven.
Good heavens, is it possible? Everything is possible with God.
Good. Shall we take a return ticket, just in case we may not
like to stay? There will bo no returns, and should you take a
return ticket, there will be no refund. Well, in that case we’ll
go C.O.D. ; so we shan’t lose anything, except perhaps our lives,
and who cares if you won’t have them ?

Have we any means of knowing anything about heaven ? We
have as much right to an opinion as anyone else. We believe
the song-writer who said it is Ireland. He definitely states that
“a little bit of heaven fell from out the sky one day, and it
nestled in the ocean in a spot not far away . . . and they called
it Ireland.” We have no objection at all in going to heaven
if it resembles Ireland, for we have very happy memories of a
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holiday spent there ; and if the angels are as hospitable as the
Irish people it will be heaven indeed!

Other folk say they are in heaven “ when dancing cheek to
cheek,” whilst young couples say it is heaven just being together.
Some people are heard to say, “ What a heavenly view,” and
“What a heavenly child,” or “it is heaven to see you smile.”
Perhaps they have been for a holiday across the water also.
Spiritualists have been known to assert that there is a place cn
rout© to heaven where you can smoke cigars and wear—er—plus
fours. AVhat kind of “ plane” is not known. Whether there is
whisky to be had when the destination is reached cannot be
stated with certainty. But it is known that if you are very good
you may have an escort of angels who will “ play you in.” But
should you resort to any pranks they will “ play you up.”

Now then, you ordinary passengers, all aboard for heaven,
stopping at Purgatory and Paradise, and woe betide any of you
travelling first-class with a third-class ticket. You will be given
in charge of Lucifer. No luggage allowed except harps. Wishing
you God speed and a safe return to—sanity.

Throughout the ages man has resorted to horrible devices so
long as he thought he would gain heaven thereby. The motto
has been every man for himself and the devil take the hindmost;
and at long last when the church bell rings the pines will
exclaim, “ Hark !it is a knell that summons me to heaven : and
t/iee to hell.” S. GORDON HOGG.

SIGNIFICANCE OF LANGUAGE

It is of the utmost consequence that strict accuracy should
regulate our use of language and that everyone should acquire
the power and the habit of expressing his. thoughts with
perspicuity and correctness. Few, indeed, can appreciate the
real extent and importance of that influence which language has
always exercised on human affairs, or can be aware how often
these are determined by causes much slighter than are apparent
to a superficial observer. False logic, disguised under specious
phraseology, too often gains the assent of the unthinking
multitude, disseminating far and wide the seeds of prejudice
and error. Truisms pass current, and wear the semblance of
Profound wisdom, when dressed up in the garb of antithetical
ibrases or set off by an imposing pomp of paradox. By a confused
jargon of involved and mystical sentences, the imagination is
easily inveighled into a transcendental region of clouds and the
understanding beguiled into the belief that it is acquiring
knowledge and approaching truth. A misapplied or mis-
apprehended term is sufficient to give rise to fierce and
interminable disputes: a misnomer has turned the tide of
popular opinion; a verbal sophism has decided a party question ;
an artful watchword, thrown among combustible materials, has
kindled tho flames of deadly warfare and changed the destiny
ofhan empire.—From Roget’s “ Treasures of English Words and
Phrases.” .

BURTON ON THE BIBLE

There is no more immoral work than the Old Testament. Its
deity is an ancient Hebrew of the worst type, who condones,
permits or commands every sin in the Decalogue. He ordered
Abraham to murder his son and allowed Jacob to swindle his
brother ; Moses to slaughter an EgyFtian and the Jews to plunder
and spoil a whole People, after inflicting upon them a series of
Jllagues which would be the height of atrocity if the tales were
true, The nations of Canaan are then extirpated. For
treacherously disembowelling a king Find is made judge over
Israel; Jael "is blessed above women for vilely murdering a sleep-
ing guest. The horrid deeds of Judith and Esther are made
examples to mankind, and David, after an adultery and a homicide
which deserved ignominious death, is suffered to massacre a host
of his enemies, cutting some of them in two with swords and
axes and putting others into brick-kilns. For obscenity and
impurity we have the tales of Onan, Lot and his daughter,
Amnon and his fair sister, Abraham and his father’s concubines,
and, capping all, tho Song of Solomon.—From Sir Richard
Burton’s “ Arabian Nights,” Yol. X., p, 180.
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CORRESPONDENCE

A PROTEST.

Sia,—l am sorry that your reviewer should have seeu fik |
mislead your readers regarding my book, “ Christian! J . t
Cintos ” (“ The Freethinker,” September 13) and feel “UQutlsv
in the interests of fairness, you will extend to m .
of printing this letter of prgtest and correction. %l}p rseanw%er
quotes me as referring to JeSUs as the Redeemer
Teacher—all, be declares, with capital letters to make IC
look more “ sacred "—whereas, in point of fsuUC | < 1 ,[I&
those words at all; and 1 should be interested to know Nie
Eage_ | use the words “tlie ennobling ideals, of , ‘j«dii*

hrist.” Referring to my definition of “ God ” as the * walld
Good, your reviewer says “ whatever that means, ",n foof
appear to indicate that he has not read the book, since
a whole long chapter to defining what | mean. Nor do tH
for my own brand oflreligion, but simply for a return *j.ee
ethics of the Sermon on the Mount. There is no need *
in.the. divimity of Jesus' in.order tg find in this Sermon ¢|
for living the good life in the bestsense. As tonwhat
by materialism, 1 have devated a space to this &isge j0adJ
by it the machine age, war, capitalism, imperial exp0 "4
the value of the stock exchange and the market-place, sy
this is in the book.—Yours, etc., Ethel Ma**

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES. Etc.

LONDON Outdoor
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond,
stead): 12-Onoon, Mr. L. E-bury; Parliament Hill 1L
3-30 p.m., Mr. L. Ebury. A
West London N.S.S. Branch (Hyde Park), Thursday'
Mr. E. C. Sapiiin ; Sunday, 3-0, various speakers-
LONDON
Indoor Lion
South Place Ethical Society fConway Hall, ReV p
Square, W.C.l), Prof. G. W. Keeton, M.A, \jbH0
“Some Makers of Modern England: 1 The Elizabet*
Age.”
COUNTRY Indoor
Bradford Branch N.S.S.— Meetings every Su»(U.\’/
Laycock’s Cafe, Kirkgate, 7-0 p.m.
Newcaslle-on-Tyne (Socialist Cafe, Old Arcade), SHIO",
6-45 p.m., a Debate, “Is Free-thought More C°L(II. @
to Progress than Present-Day Politics” ; Affiml*" j
Mr. J. T. Brighton; Negative, Mr. D. Smith (1"}

COUNTRY Outdoor
Brierfield,1Sunday, 2-45 p.m., Mr. J. Clayton, a RoC*
Bunhopefield (Co-op. Corner), Sunday, 10-30 am>

J. T. Brighton, a Lecture.

Burnley (Market), Sunday, 6-45, Mr. J. CilaYT’1ll
Lecture. N

Chester-le-Street (Bridge End), Saturday, 7-0, M.
B righton. '

Glasgow Branch N.S.S., 25, Hillfoot Street (off "I
Street), Mr. T. L. Smith, “China,” 3 p.m.

Worsthorne, Saturday, 6-15, Mr. J. Clayton, a Le/l

it
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AN ATHEIST’'S APPROACH TO CHRISTIANIN
Survey of Positions, by Chapman Cohen. Price s’
postage lid.
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