FREETHINKER

m EDITED BY CHAPMAN COHEN =

LXIIl. No. 27 Sunday, July 5, 1942
CONTENTS
*2 @nd Opinions—The Editor 269
~ °* No Importance—C. G L. Du Cann 271
*% in Moslem Spain T. F. Palmer 272
u_Drops 273
CZFrespondents 275
“@gar Plums............ -, T 275
"The Rise 0i Christendom” * Cutner 276
Pushes—dris LI. Abraham 277
iaith—S. Gordon Hogg 277
~rrespondence 279
«aby Lecture Notices o« 279
VIEWS AND OPINIONS

? Mixed Grill

have headed this week’s notes A Mixed Grill”

Feg,'hSe there are so many things on which | wish to
~“nent and so little space in which to do it. | do not
find nly°ne who can travel from Dan to Beersheba and
ini,, OWryHnng barren. For the man who can find nothing
L. Jisting in whatever situation he finds himself must
very little under his hat, or his hair, than mere
SU€. |f the land is barren there is as much to study
n h i8 barren as there is to find out the cause of it
sj R roses, roses all the way.” A fool is not less of a
} v than a philosopher; lie is merely another study in
J,)\v""h'udity. People talk of the problem of life without
0j «** considering that it is only a part of the problem
0t catli. Understand one and you will understand the
er- ramoftoJ Cinf +iio performance of a
te”’*zn saint who walked with his head under his arm
Bﬂer be had been decapitated did not consist in the forty
't°s he is said to have walked hut in the first one. A
reads that a new book has beert issued by the
(I (brated Professor X on ‘‘Human Wisdom” and feels
be must read it. If it had been a work on ‘“Human
~Pidity” he would not have felt the desire to get it. e
j here again are not two problems, but one. Under-
the fool and you will not wonder quite so much
A'l you meet the philosopher. But ns our appreciation
°¢ life grows greater we see many facets that did not
e Ist to our forefathers. So it runs; simplicity is rooted
1complexity and complexity is understood by its reduc-
to simplicity. So much by way of an apology for
‘»it may appear to some readers disjointed, and yet with
~°He hope that these notes will not be, in fact, quite as
pointed as they may on first glance appear.

AU Judges

>\& have often commented on the quality—to say
Nothing of the irrelevancy—of the comments passed on
hie cases, that come before our magistrates. These
éminents are often gratuitous, often display ignorance,

Price Threepence

and in all these instances are quite out of place. Some
time Ago | had something to say concerning a London
magistrate who solemnly declared that he could not
understand why anyone wished to take from people a
religion in which they found comfort. | can. raise no
objection to this magistrate saying, as many others say,
“1 do not understand” this or that. The phrase exactly
expresses their state of mind. They do not understand.
But when a man does not understand the proper attitude
is to be silent or humbly to ask for instruction. But a
magistrate who publicly says he does not understand the
motive of the person befftre him is not likely to have his
judgment tinctured with mercy or overladen with
intelligence.

The other day there was a case before one of the
London Courts of a Welsh girl charged with misbehaviour
in the public streets. Whereupon the magistrate proceeded
to moralise on the character and quality of Welsh girls.
I do not know the exact figures concerning the number of
Welsh girls who come before the police courts, but from
what | do know there are no ground”™ for any such, expres-
sion of condemnation. Il was gratuitous and it was untrue.
But it is war time and certain other considerations come
in, so the Home Secretary, apparently, induced tho
magistrate to withdraw what lie said and apologise to the
Welsh people at large. But | hope the Welsh people,will
not feel too virtuous as a consequence. They will, | expect,
continue to provide their 3hare of offenders—what they
lack in one direction they will make up in another—and
also to contribute their share of payment in the shape of
fines.

But the Welsh case is only an example of a general
evil dnd an exhibition of what one may call localised
Vansittartism. A Jew is brought before the Court for some
offence and the magistrate winds up with a concentrated
indictment of Jews in general. The convicted Gentiles,
many convicted Christians, pass without comment. A
foreigner is indicted and lie gets a sermon on the villainy
of a man coming into this country and, by inference,
staining its hitherto spotless character. It never appears
to strike this righteous judge that there are some English-
men who rob and swindle’abroad and that very, very
occasionally such things happen, hei-e. Still less do these
judges reflect that our police courts and criminal courts
were not created for the express or principal purpose of
sentencing foreigners, but for the express purpose of
dealing with British offenders.

One other case. A few weeks ago a hoy appeared as
witness in a Provincial police court. Before he took the
oath the magistrate—“O wise and upright judge 1"—
inquired whether the boy understood the meaning of an
oath. The boy replied he did. It meant that if lie told
a lie he would go to hell. The magistrate was satisfied
the boy was a competent witness. | take it that this
magistrate was brought up in a monastery, lived most of
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his'time in a room in the said building, and left his home
on such occasions only when his presence was required in
tile Court. Otherwise, | cannot think how he escaped
knowing that there is a large number of people in this
country, engaged in business, in politics, on the Press, in
the pulpits—in fact, in every walk of life—all of whom
(ire  pious folk, / but who are as stout, lusty liars
us the* world has ever known. But the boy said lie
believed in hell, and to the simple-minded magistrate

that was enough. | do not know how the Home
Secretary would deal with this case. Ho. might find
him a post in the Ministry of Information. But by

this time his experience may have informed him that
there is just as great a likelihood of the witness who
takes the* oath telling a lie as there is of the man who
merely affirms, breaks a saucer or swears by Allah before
giving evidence. All magistrates and judges know this as
well as we do.

Education and Hocus-Pocus

On June 16 the House of Comnfons went into Committee
to consider the question of education. It had been expected
by some that the statement which was to be made by
Mr. Butler, President of the Board of Education, would
contain something of importance. But Mr. Butler s
notorious for never saying very much, however lengthy
may be his speech, and the House of Commons, as at
present constituted, lacks sufficient of the type of character
that will force Ministers to make their purposes plain.
With so many Members holding posts under the Govern-
ment, so many looking for posts, and with the constant
policy of moving incompetents from one job to another—
as though God must have sent them into the world for
some purpose and it is the duty of the heads of the
Government to persevere until that purpose is discovered—
bearing all these things in mind, one must not expect too
much.

Gome of the Members, 1 am sure, expected to hear an
outline of what were the intentions of the Government so
far as the- working of the plot between the throe arch-
bishops—Canterbury, York and Wales—and the Board of
Education had developed. The Churches had been
promised-not merely financial support but an alteration of
the present Education Act in its bearing on religion. These
alterations meant, to put it mildly, giving the Churches
substantial control of the schools by making it certain that
the qualifications of a teacher with regard to Christian
teaching should dominate everything else. And many of
the Labour Party, showed their short-sightedness by
indicating that they were ready to help the Board of
Education and the Churches in furthering this religious
plan.

But whatever expectations were nourished they were
left unsatisfied. | think this was mainly due to the fact
that things have not been working very smoothly. After
two and a-half years the public has been getting used to
government by decree — something that must happen to
some degree during war time—but this unconcealed barter-
ing between the heads of the Church and the Board of
Education was rather too much. Decent regard for the
rights of the people—particularly when we have had so
much talk about democracy — would,- while making pre-
parations for the after-war period, have left the reshaping
of our educational system till the war was at an end. But
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we have a Conservative Government in power- olt
in form a Coalition one—and the Churches ond (
friends cannot afford to wait. If the Churches 16, gr
reinstated before the next Government is elected
chances of becoming so under the reign of a new C°*
ment is very slim. W
But the plot lias fallen on troublesome days. lhet ~
Church declares that it will never consent to ha'M in
children sent to schools that are not saturated with h ~
Catholicism. The Catholics know that is the only "
retaining a grip on its congregations. It will be c0” »
if Mr. Butler will guarantee the funds and they ca
tune- i . 0D
The Church of England, which controls about 17~
schools, declares through the Archbishop of Cantei
that it has no intention of giving up its schools-
leaders will also be content if the Board of Educ*l
gives the Church full financial support and substa
control of the State schools. -0
In other directions the months have not been
favourable to this Government and Church plot- %,
readers will remember that the campaign was opened
a letter in “The Times,” and a leading article, " "V
disclosed the terrible ignorance of the young 6vaCljilt
when they arrived at their temporary homes. Some
never heard of Jesus Christ; others did not know j
meaning of Christmas, etc., etc.—and these children
all been in schools where religious lessons were
terms of the Education Act. Many people asked f°r .,
name of the clergyman and who made the discovery, iIro
there were also appeals for where the children migld
found ; but the bashfulness of the parson forbade Pu® jju
Miany thousands of pounds must have been spent on
newspaper campaign that followed. Then som'e
better type of teachers began to take, alarm and many ..
their associations- passed resolutions against giving so m"‘P*
to the Churches and against religious tests. Some rfldk®
reformers also begun to give voice. And it was good
find Mr. Ammon, in the course of debate, warning
Butler against establishing “denominational and sectaD1
strife and making the children’s bodies and souls "1
instrument over which wrangling may take place.” .
So we learned little from the debate except that >
Board of Education will do all it dare do to restor
clerical control over the nation’s schools. The situat*°a

was well summed up by “Cameronian” of “Reyu°’
News.” “The Government’s plans for education '™
‘ phoney.” Our real masters are still the religious prophC’

thei public school profit-makers. They have instructed tl[1"
Butler to postpone till to-morrow what might cause troud
to-day.” So we must keep an eye on to-morrow.

Our Democracy

There appears to be some trouble with the Home Guai'®
but among the officer section. Officers in the Regul8*
Army do not, as is known, mix freely with their nu'U
When travelling, their railway passes take them first clo®
at third-class rates. In the case of the Home Guard'
third-class pusses only are allowed for officers. If the.
wish to travel first class they must pay the different
between the two fares. But the Home Guard officers so.'
that to travel third class with the men is injurious
discipline. That puts the authorities on the horns of 8
dilemma. If mixing with the men is injurious to disciphlk
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with the.. Regular Army, there seems smallm8 ~ n*B~

~nying the same result if privates " N neither.
Home Guard travel together. It looks iie -f all

behave had little experience with, soldiers--®°"e had
S such as a civilian has with them. But we>i ~ we
In experience of mixing with menou o " , “’en ever
>« ..ever foom | mixing "itU tte6

Invented a man of real ability being respeetea™ y~ ~

"H whom he came into contact. before ability

complain it has been of the readiness to b

>«'* W * people.” 1, L daily
lls a deeper understanding of anyth ,, are jsoon
asli is soon recognised; if he HRUs; caT)acitv what-
gigectcd- lo any gathering of men m > 1 h ‘cannot

* tir, we have found this to be true. Lhe

M niul the respect of others save with the compulsive

d.S ; il uniform, or by holding aloof from others, does not
W Hie position he has reached.

I'W'nJ'8 ~'6 worst defence of this separatist plan is the
it “at the men themselves prefer it. If that be true
daiir, au msramed inferiority feeling that makes any
of inf Ot democracy a ghastly sham. That the feeling
* ““ieriority exists to some extent I do not doubt; but its
? Istenco reflects little credit on either our labelled
8l,Periors” or our unlabelled inferiors. It is something
[ilF "mst be driven out if we are ever fully to justify
U riaim to be a civilised democracy.

Hunk this may well form a closing item to this week s
bjli '"""ith the hopes that the officers in the Home Guard
0, sHfle their own snobbishness and set the “regular”

CGers a healthy example.

CHAPMAN COHEN.

A BABY OF NO IMPORTANCE
(With Observations on God the Father)

br\i/ nine 19, 1942, the London papers reported in a
a e& Paragraph—without comment—that a baby had been found
(§,In8 amongst the air-raid ruins of Bath. Nobody know who,
~"hose, she was. Nobody claimed her. Nobody wept for her
gently nobody missed her.
7y buried her in a nameless coffin,
p, He news was late. The usual excuse for preventing the
U8Usli people from knowing what is liappening is that it would
j( er do to tell the enemy—what he generally already knows !
lj nilght upset tho feelings oi a Gorman, or some other, air hero
~ Hie news were not broken gently that bis bomb had Killed a
W He may have a baby of his own.
j *bi tim same day the noble Viscount Cecil, presiding at the
v ,Jkuo of Nations Union meeting at Conway llall in London,
@{.ri he attached great importance to tho punishment of war
t"™ninals. It would be a disaster, he said, if men who porpe-
uted such horrible crimes went unpunished. By “ horrible
"ne”N” bo did not mean tho murder of this infant, for that
I' "knt any hero, in any aeroplane—oven a British hero—might
., the misfortune to do. One cannot doubt that there are
"hies in Bremen as well as Bath, children in Cologne as well
Js Canterbury. Nor by war criminals did he mean all of them ;
*“did not mean the Old Gang of English politicians who misruled
i country and neither ensured peace nor prepared for war.
“ meant pnly the German ones. But | feel quite sure that of
Ws0 German war criminals Lord Cecil does not want to punish
I>war hero or ‘face” responsible for that babe. lie, like the
“ktier.of King Herod, just couldn’t help killing that Holy
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Innocent. Orders are orders. Soldiers obey orders. It is
Governments that give them. They alone are.guilty.

We seem to have heard this Cecilian story of the importance of
punishing war criminals before. The same old tale! * Hang
the Kaiser!” Who dares to speak of 1918? Do we dream?
Did we soldiers of tile 1914-1918 war, like the Bourbons, learn
nothing and remember-nothing in that “ war-to-end-war ”,? The
Cecils have always been men of God, from the scoundrelly Lord
Burleigh of Elizabeth’s day ; and this particular Cecil is impliedly
throwing over the Christ-doctrine of forgiveness of trespasses as
such Pharisees generally do. Still talking the same old tale!
“ Punish the war criminals.” Another League to make war
inevitable in the name of stopping it. Has Viscount Cecil no
responsibility with his half-a-League that perpetuated enmity in
Europe? Have Earl Baldwin and his Cabinet Ministers no
responsibility ? At the end of the war suppose this country
says, “ Let .Germany punish her own war criminals while we
mpunish ours.” It sounds a fair proposition. But it is the old
evil nonsense. We are all war criminals, every one of us, and
all the Governments of the “ Great Powers ” in all the countries
are guilty.

The last war was, in reality—and we can all see it now—a
war to he the seed of this war. War begets war. This present
war will probably beget others. That is the nature of most wars.
There is no such reality as “ a war-to-end-war.” It is the formula
of knaves to gull fools.

But to my baby! My baby—deserted by God and man—in
that lunatic scene of human savagery, that was once my quiet
and decorous city of Bath. No headlines for tire baby; huge
headlines that day for Rommel and “our withdrawal” to the
Egyptian frontier. My Christian England: suffer the little
children ! Be very sure that dying infant did suffer. But of
what importance is that? Rommel is important. Churchill
flying to Washington is important. Cecil is important. Mothers
of England engaged in munition-making at high rates of wages:
I ask you, of what importance is a dying baby? God of Love:
of what importance was that puling and wailing atom 1of
humanity ? Tell me that—either or both of you.

You and I, my reader, indifferently-honest, callous creatures
though we are: can we endure it? See that helpless waif; its
face contorted; its body writhing; its logs kicking; its little
fingers clutching; the pale, gasping mouth seeking vainly tho
consolatory nipple that is its right!” Hear the thin, tiny wail of
pain and fear that echoes in the heart louder than the roar of
plane engines, the fall of great buildings, tho shattering explo-
sions that rocked the city of Bath that night1 Would you have
left that child in its agony and death? Even you “ who do not
like babies” ? Would you?

No. You would not. Nor I. Nor any watching Englishman
or German. Even if you were not a father or a mother.

But someone did. The God of England and Germany and Italy
did. We know he was there. The Church—a dozen Churches;
Roman, Anglican, Methodist and all the rest—tell us that Ho
exists and that Ho is everywhere always. So 1IE was there.

This God is not powerless. Au contraire he is expressly said
to bo all-powerful. lie could *“with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm” (such as he used for Killing tho first-born
babes of Egypt in the time of that Egyptian Hitler, King
Pharaoh, of Red Sea fame) have saved that babe. Did it not
cry to whomsoever was within earshot?. Alas! God the Father
Almighty, true to his character as depicted in’ the bloodstained
tales of the Old Testament, preferred its pain to its pleasure, its
death to its life. Ho had no more heed to its death cries than
he had to those of tho other Innocents, the babes in tho hands
of King Herod’s soldiery as related in the Now Testament. He
runs true to form, this criminal god of war. From Herod to
Hitler, it is the same story.

Will  Viscount Cecil arraign
powerful of all war-criminals?

this war-criminal, the most
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Let us hear the Christian clergy on the matter of this baby
slaughtered as a mere incident in the glorious struggle for
Christianity and for freedom. Very sad, they say. But God is
love, and whom God loveth he ehasteneth, and His purposes are
mysterious, beyond the small grasp of our finite minds. A strange
“lovo” indeed which let that baby perish misoi‘ably ! Even in
our law courts we do not accept the mad mother’s plea as valid :
“ 1 loved my baby, so 1 cut its throat.” Does a babe require
“ chastening” by pain, anguish, terror and death? You would
call a human father an inhuman brute if he even so much as
struck with his hand so tender an infant, and exclaim indignantly
if a Court fined instead of imprisoning him. Rightly, too. The
“infinite love ” that permitted that outrage is indeed beyond
our human “ finite minds.”

(A Persian who followed Zoroaster would give a more sensible
explanation than the Christian one. He would tell you that
the Devil did it and that God struggled with the Devil and was
defeated on this occasion, and that it was the fault of the men,
Germans and English, who assisted the Devil by making wars
instead of assisting God by making peace. That certainly fits
in with the facts better than the “ love” and “ omnipotence”
Christian theory. But why should the Devil do it? There is no
fun, even for a devil, in being a devil and killing one baba when
you could presumably have brought down the plane and killed
the lot. One little baby-girl; an inglorious victim indeed, and
nothing for a devil to boast about. *“ Saul hath slain his
thousands and David his tens of thousands ”—but T. poor devil,
have slain this poor little mite.)

The Christian God, all-knowing, all-seeing, all-powerful, that
upheld the plane containing the gallant fellow that bravely
loosed the bomb over the baby’s vicinity, will doubtless com-
pensate the * chastened”™ babe. Hear the Christian clergy
again! AVas the babe a baptised babe, a babe within the
Church? Or a baby-pariali outside tho holy sheepfold1l Alas!
good shepherds of the sheep, I have to confess that this little
lamb may have been too young for baptism, and her missing
parents—Xkilled also, perhaps—may have been Freethinkers or
Indifferentigts.

Not the. baby’s fault! | will stand surety for her that her
soul is spotless, far holier than those of all the Christian clergy
in England since St. Augustine, down to these blessed times of
Dr. Temple, our Archbishop. Useless! Original sin damns her,
if unbaptised. She is no “ child of God ”"—unless an illegitimate
ono unrecognised by the Church. She is no “ member of Christ.”

She is no “inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.” Not, like me,
a baptised person; and so, no heaven for her! Limbo at best.
The fires“of hell at worst. She has not suffered enough. Let her

burn again, while the fat and pursy priests and prelates are
“saved,” by what? Not by their non-existent virtues, but by
the Blood of Jesus in heaven just as by the blood of soldiers on
earth.

What a “ faith ” ? What a dishonour to the human heart and
brain that can subscribe to this cruel religious blasphemy !

But you, my readers say: why get so hot about it? It is a
sad story, but there are a hundred such. The child was the.
victim of circumstances. Religious delusions are mere delusions.
They do not affect the child. She is at peace—let her rest. She
is not your child nor mine. (She only might have been.) ' Come,
drop the subject. It is tedious. Write, something more accept-
able; somethinge“ funny ” ; something “to make us laugh.”

Alas !'Though 1 never begot her, this is my child. Her wails
are in my ears, and T shall not forget that one baby killed
while memory remains; and 1 rage and rave for her in my heart
because she is mine—and yours—and because | know that so
long as men and women believe in a mystic heaven or hell for
that baby, so long will they not trouble to make a human heaven
upon earth, and they will be acquiescent in a hell upon earth
for other babies. For the pseudo-Christianity practised by the
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Churches is to the ideal Christianity of Christ what Calib««

to Ariel, and that pseudo-Christianity believes that the bombml

0 bablos Is all fight; did not Dr. Temple, our Archbish

good as say so in days when this crazy war was a distant

on the horizon, thereby earning a headline in the

Standard ” 1 Po
However, let us cultivate calm and a sense of proportw]}’\’\

not let us be extreme. Only one small ewe-lamb is

tho Chief Shepherd (and his Cathedral) are safe, lleally,

not be as utterly unreasonable as that queer Jesus Christ, vr”

ing about one little lamb gone, one little coin lost, il

many shepherds and sheep are unharmed.and when the Char ’

Revenues are protected by strong Acts of Parliament. be o

bury the babe and over her say what Shakespeare said of Qph*

“ Lay her in the earth
And from her fair and unpolluted flesh
May violets spring.”
lhen let us go home and breed other babies for the bomb' ~

or to be bombers, a few years hence. Let us forget. It is nia'l"
to hear that thin wail, piercing one’s heart for life."- .
Besides, Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini, Churchill, Roosevelt,

lope, the Archbishop and the rest of the world’s rulers, *° 1/
hear it. Nor do you. You are right, good sir and good nia ®’
you are*right—the death of my baby is my misfortune and ¢"
yours in that | do not keep it to myself. Pardon me, good fa“uhn
and mothers; | have not thé voice of Dean Swift, long SOlieL
madness and despair, “ where fierce indignation can tear
heart no more,” to make you feel that agony in the city of
where, unlike Lamah, no.Rachel remained to weep for
slaughtered child.

Did you say no military objectives were hit?
splendid—what have wo to worry about ?

SpWaI1 "

C. G. L. DU CANN.

HUSBANDRY IN MOSLEM SPAIN

DIVERSITIES in soil, climate, altitude, humidity and
physical phenomena are extremely striking in tho Ibfrl
Peninsula. From the Pyrenees southward to the Sierra

the land is mountainous, and Spain’s mean elevation oxcl ..
that of any other European State save Switzerland alone. j
Ebro and Guadalquiver are fairly navigable rivers, but most
the streams run too swiftly in rainy seasons, while in p™l"
of drought they become too shallow for inland navigation.

The copious rainfall of Andalusia is counter-balanced ~
intense summer temperatures, but there is abundant rainfall ~
the north and west. Santiago’s annual downpour of 64 inflL,
may be contrasted with some south-eastern areas with a mcae
yearly precipitation of even less than eight inches.

In the days of Imperial Rome, Spain was one of the EmPI"
granaries, but owing to the devastations of the barbarl~
invaders, agriculture seriously suffered. Its restoration
prosperity awaited the arrival of the Moorish migrants ﬁ*?*
Africa. Perhaps the Visigoths may have partly preserved
system of irrigation founded by their Roman predecessors,
his excellent essay on Spanish husbandry in tho * CambridF
Economic History ” (Cambridge University Press, 1941), **
American savant, Mr. R. S. Smith, remarks that; “ The Moor;’
it is generally admitted, were not tho innovators in hydrai'H
science, but the improvement and extension of irrigation W
undoubtedly ono of their most valuable contributions to Sp»''1
agriculture. By the 12th century the Moors, ‘who knew how *|
drain rivers with precision, and to distribute water economically’
had irrigated 24,000 cahizadas (perhaps 25,000 acres) arol>'"
Saragossa, and other important projects ante-dating, the Rocol
quest. . . . One of the greatest prizes-of the victorious Christian”
under James the' Conqueror was the magnificent irrigati0™
system in the vega of Valencia.” The Moslems also utilised “ 81
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“ttintal-powered bucket and chain apparatus still widely use m
Pyn for raising irrigation water from wells.”
hether or not the Saracens in Spain initiated all tin spinci
agricultural successes they achieved, it is positively certain that
. 1 harvests and vintages were far superior for some cintuiw.
Othose of adjoining States. Moreover, the tolerant and progres*
P** H>cy of the Freetliinking Arabian rulers, until superseded
ytheir orthodox: and fanatical successors, enabled tlieii ( ULS ian
Jects to co-operate in agrarian advance. "
en his *“ Economic and Somal History of the Middle Agis,
J?°mPs°n observes that * agriculture deserved the name of a
. >n Arabian Spain when it was only manual labour else-
&'&e and botanists of the period celebrated the
200ares the cultivators of the fields, gardens and groves.
Hma * Book of Agriculture” continues the work of his
elery  serunners. This Arabian author * surveyed virtually
ety i aS6 °* agronomy, horticulture, irrigation, meteorology,
o jjle and veterinary science.” Certainly, the superstitions
turies Jll*Were  so,ne extcnt uncritically accepted. Yet, cen-
tBr, we learn that “its practical value was considered
yj'nt to justify its translation into Spanish in 1802.”

0 ~or<oha and Granada, among others, were all far-
ing 10l their orchards and vineyards. Foreign seeds were
Ibefjalle<* from Eastern countries to diversify and enrich the
ill plh ~0la- Several excellent fruits were cultivated in Spain

days, and the Arabians added bananas, cherries,

othe, oranges, citrons, peaches and strawberries as well as
110s],,. ULts to the list. The array of edible vegetables grown in
m times is very extensive, and the quality of the many
oultivateel was distinctly superior to those raised in

if,, lt<nd®in.  Our learned historian, Dr. Smith, somewhat
RaStlVatively ooHolodes that, “ on the whole, that part of the
illjiUlsula in Moorish hands until the 12th or 13th century was
.+ ~undantly supplied with economic goods than Christian
a Though perhaps exemplary in religious devotion, the
et bAiristian monarchs were not uninspired by the thought
tg ea‘ing result of their steady southern drive would be something

anc’ent olive gardens of Spain were sadly decimated by
h] SMQ@e drought that occurred in the 9th century. But the
o ~clnus Moors restored the olive groves by the importation
Dlants from Africa. Olive oil was ever an important article
"innierce, and Catalonia became its leading centre for the
trade.
] Pbat lover of wine, Omar the poet-philosopher, many ol
Spanish Moors abandoned the total abstinence principles of
Ul **un<kel’ °f their faith. Not only the grape, but figs, rice
in dates were called into requisition for the preparation of
gating liquor distinguished by its powers of exhilaration.
Christian Spain itself we aro reminded, “ where the humblest
G abhorred water, the cultivation of vines was almost as
tuon as the production of grain.”
J, be cultivation of cotton was introduced into Spain by the
K lirens from Asia, and the sugar cane was also cropped. At
uncertain date, the silkworm was imported into Andalusia
(1 Mmarked increase in silk production resulted through the
jj GoMul planting of several varieties of the mulberry tree in
. °°rish Spain. Italy and the Iberian Peninsula broke the
t|ljGntal monopoly,of sericulture and initiated the extension of
* sUk industry to other European countries.

ir*gation, so essential to the growth of rice, was successfully
mused in Valencia. ,Still cereals were the staple breadstuff and
~Nleat and barley were widely sown, as were millet, oats and rye.
I however, was not permanently self-supporting. For at
list as early as the 15th century, we gather that “even Sara-
~*Ssa resorted to the practice of stopping grain ships in the rivei
""d forcing them to unload a ‘portion of the cargo to satisfy
II' needs of the city.” Indeed, at an earlier period, Barcelona
““d Valencia subsidised imported grain, while in order to
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replenish granaries in seasons of scarcity, some cities obtained
Crown licences to detain grain vessols on the high seas and
constrain their owners to sell their supplies to Spanish subjects.

Contemporary price-fixing in England and other realms is no

recent innovation. In 11th and 12th century Spain, State
charters frequently empowered municipalities to ordain * just”
prices for commodities on sale within their jurisdiction. Meat

prices were standardised in Perpignan in 1303, while in 1332
Barcelona decreed the maximum charges for every form of fish,
flesh and fowl.

Much as in England, the wool staple became of primary
importance in Spain. For centuries vast flocks of sheep roamed
at large in rural regions. Their merino wool gained international
fame. In the open country migrant sheep wandered “ hundreds
of miles yearly over an extensive network of sheep highways,
the migrant sheep sought summer pasturage on the northern
highlands and wintered in the valleys of the south.” But with
the growth of urban areas in the 12th and 13th centuries, serious
objections were urged against the incursions of these roving
quadrupeds. Consequently, the commons and enclosed pastures
were by charter reserved for the sustenance of non-migratoi'y
sheep and cattle.

Cheese was consumed, but beef' appears to have beep better
esteemed than any form of milk food. In north-western districts
especially droves of pigs devoured the acorns and other growths
of the woodlands, and it is recorded that “the consumption of
pork was relatively high because it removed suspicions of
Judaism.”

Under the Moors the traditional oxen were replaced by mules,
asses and, to some extent, horses as plough and draught animals.
The native horse, was greatly improved by the Moors’ selective
breeding and, with all the handicaps of floods, droughts, ruined
harvests and epidemics, Spain provided a picture of prosperity
foreign to Christian climes. T. F. PALMER.

ACID DROPS

WHAT desperate fellows we havo in the pulpit nowadays. "Men
holding high position in the Church of England, such as the
Archbishop of Canterbury, several of our Bishops, sumo of our
Canons, etc., all of them enjoying very comfortable salaries,
deeply sympathise with the miners’ demand for highor wages,
the demand for better housing for the “ common *’ people, and
so forth. These clerics are desperate fellows—in the pulpit
and in the Press, which will always print their glittering
commonplaces. And yet—— Well, we have yet to hear from
theso revolutionary Bishops and highly' placed and overpaid
clerics something concerning any reform that will react on the
Church’s income. On that they remain as dumb' as a fish, and
to use 3 common saying, as artful as a wagon loud of monkeys.

For example. In the coal dispute that lias been going on, not
one of these daredevil clerics has mentioned the enormous income
the State Church derives from mining royalties and ground
rents. And the ordinary British citizen is so ignorant of the
sources from which the revenues of tho English Church comes
that all but one here and there appear to believe that Church
revenues come in the main as voluntary gifts from pious
benefactors. The truth is, OF course, that only a fraction
of tho income of tho Churches comes from this source. There
is no greater sham in this country than that of tho State Church.
We invite a little plain and unmistakable talking from
Archbishop Temple. Let him lead a real revolt.

Lord Eustace Percy says: “ It is essential that tho child
should go from school to a Christian Congregation.” Essential
to whom,? Not to the child. Not to the State. It is only
necessary to the clergy and to the interests that aro backed
by tho clergy. And Lord Eustace Percy was once Minister of
Education. His qualification for the post was—ho was Lord
Eustace Percy. In our democratic society that is a very
important consideration.



Wt have noticed with some interest how zealously the sectarian
papers -particularly the Roman Catholic ones- chronicle the
names of those belonging to their fraternity who are appointed
to some political or parochial office, elected to Parliament,
appointed to a superior post in the Army, or Navy, etc., etc.
It is part of an elaborate system of advertising which impresses
that class of people who are not over-stocked with intelligence.
Of course, the figures of the religious failures, of the number
who are dismissed from office, or make a hash of the job they
are set to, are not advertised.

Now, we do not believe that religious people are any worse
than other people—save so far as their creed develops certain
ill-features that are a consequence of their religious convictions.
We are merely commenting on a very artful advertising dodge
that is precisely on all fours with the method of the advertising
quack. Never was there yet put on the market a curo-all that
did not bring forth some testimonials—often delivered in good
faith—as to the miraculous qualities of the salve or mixture
that they had purchased. So one finds there are many of the.
easily-gulled public who, in a semi-conscious manner, think
when thoy read of a promotion given to A.B.C., who is a
member of “ Our Church,” that there is something about Our
("burgh that turns out tho right stuff. The advertising of tho
Churches and the advertising of the seller of fake cures are
much on tho same level, mentally and morally. That should
not cause surprise—both appeal to the same public.

In a notice of Professor Gorka’s “ Outline of Polish History,”
a writer in the “ Church Times,” after welcoming the hook,
says that “ there are one or two matters about which Professor’
Gorka is curiously reticent; for instance, the system of govern-
ment in pre-aval- Poland and the nature of tho Jewish problem.”
We are quite certain that Professor Gorka could easily provide
tho answers to these questions, and are not surprised lie is so
“curiously roticent.” The pre-war Government was, of course,
a dictatorship aping Nazism, hut perhaps not quite so ruthless,
and it treated Jews from an uncompromising anti-Semitic stand-
point, in some cases, quite as ruthlessly as in Germany. 'This
anti-Semitism distinguishes many of our own Polish refugees,
and is reflected in their journals allowed to he published here.
But it is all carefully hidden by our national journals, as it
wouljl not do to say anything belittling our “ gallant Allies.”
It remains to he seen whether Poland will" fit into a
Democratic Bloc.

The same journal also gives details of a Christian swindler
recently sent to gaol “ after pleading guilty to obtaining money
by false pretences from 70 members of tho clergy, including at
least one Bishop, not to mention other kind-hearted citizens.”
His method was gloriously simple. He would call at a vicarage
“ and tender thanks for imaginary kindnesses shown to his wife,
and children by tho priest while in some former cure”—tho
clergyfnan naturally not remembering * details of all his past
good work,” and thus becoming an easy prey for another
“ touch.” Wo should not have called attention to this humbug
hut wo noticed hut few references in religious journals to
that man of God who recently managed to rope in tens of
thousands of pounds as a master of the simple art of writing
hogging letters full of religious cant.

There, is a *“ Christian '‘Brains Trust” (joil help us!—in
Brighton, and Er. Bede Frost had to answer “ What inducement
do you give me to become a Christian?” It was a marvellous
‘opportunity to out-Joad .load, and Fr. Frost took every
advantage of piling up the' usual Christian string of phrases, in
which'“our Lord,” * perfection,” * fulfil,’””? “ divine way,”
“ purpose,” “ fullness of life,” “ truth and grace,” “ salvation,”
“ temptations and many another jostle each other in
unmeaning verbiage. We can only think of the B.B.G. 7-65
jherror ns a good rival for this sort of thing, hut we would Iks
greatly surprised if the querist was immediately converted.
Perhaps Fr. Frost will tell us? Or was his answer a frost?

Homan Catholics, who like to talk about Christian unity when-
ever they have the opportunity, generally are the first to run
away when the so-much-desirod unity comes a little nearer. As
an example, the new Bishop of York declared the other day
that “ without any surrender of principle, they had found that

Christians of different Churches could study, work ana V\DTSH%
together in a way which would have been impossible a
ago.”1The “ Universe ” immediately retorted that “ fOl'

there can be no joint worship with members of other C» ~
sinco any such action would in itself be a denial of the cXi>]jdi
of one true faith.” And this after all the- nice things
Bishops, Archbishops, Cardinals and Moderators HI® ~u
saying for many weeks past. However, tho *“ Uni' joft
welcomes Dr. Garbett’s apjieal most sincerely, and we a
wondering what it means by sincerely.

Brighton Education Committee decided recently by 1J j
a formal resolution that religious teaching is an essentia "
fundamental part of education. In addition, that tho ' ~
should provide tlio total cost of upkeep, and that public
must not ho used to interfere with the established freedon”
religious teaching. Unfortunately, in the report wo have
of this resolution, there is nothing to show what the sm'ijc
means by religious education. Js it the complete Roman Ca ~
faith or Anglo-Oatholicism, or a Noneonfarmist cl
Mormonism, Rabbinical Judaism, Modern u@aism, Christ
Science, or just “ simple” Bible teaching which depends ml ¢
teacher’s faith or unbelief? Wo don’t know. And we susi
the B.E.C. doesn’t know. Blit how thoroughly religious i
sounds!

Of all the insults that are offered our soldiers, tho
that of the War Office appointing the “ travelling padr?l’(\
a good salary, wo presume. His addresses appear to %eﬂ
for granted that the vast majority of the rank and hi6' 7
padros are never sent round to tlio officers—are just nit-"F]
The cheap commonplaces that are hawked by him are Pjtcla’(
at wliat would not ho complimentary if they were deli' 111
to Sunday school children. We have had many lor{§?
concerning the quality of tho preaching chaplain, but il
travelling padre surely touches bottom. His manufactuj'l,
experiences, his inanities, his assumption, not merely
soldiers are uneducated, hut that they are half-witted as n
is an insult to grown men. He Is an evening edition of
B.B.C. 7-55 terror, and ono could hardly get mentally 1°
than that.

The *“ Catholic Herald ” has discovered that the Spanish Cjij
War aroused great moral indignation in this country. It "]
hut tho indignation did not lio with the Roman Catholics. n
could it, when tho Popo gavo his sanction to the massacres
Spaniards by Franco’s army, Mussolini’s Fascists and H¥a
Nazis?

The “ Catholic Herald” is very uneasy about the Treaty t®
has been arranged by England and tlio United States ™l
Russia. Tho “ Herald ” dare not object to the alliance bet"i'cj|
this country and Russia, hut it fear's what may happen "IF
this war comes to an end. The leading article concludes
some gloomy, although undefined evils, that may ariso throijP
“a policy tilat turns its hack upon tho sources of Christill
civilisation and culture in order to establish as tho strongl”
Power in the world, the immense territories, the teeming ,
and the vast undeveloped wealth of a country as alien as posse*”’
from ourselves.” The Roman Church has a keen eye for **’
own interests, and lias never boon over-scrupulous in the method5
it lias employed to furtlior its own interests. Wo shall have “
fight lianl to win‘the war, but when that is over there will *
a much greater battle to fight if we are to win the pence.

According to our religions advisers, we are fighting a
that is in the interests of God and His Church. EvcC
inhabitant! of this country is urged to do his best to win i
war. Ono great problem is to provido food for tho people, 0°“
If tho people are to help God, God in return should do son>iy
thing to help tho people. Yet it is now reported that some ti“ll
hack a “ freak’ storm ” hurst over a part, of Essex, snow f1*’
tho thermometer dropped to freezing point, and thousands O
acres of crops were ruined and fruit trees stripped. Is it 11
time God justified his existence by doing somethin% to help’
If Germany had boon devastated, good Christians here would
hav.e described it as a judgment of God. What is it when »
happens in Essex? And what is the use of the belief in God)

anyway ?
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

t>AY.-Thaiiks for copy of letter to the Bishop of Bradford,
do not imagine he will reply. At any rate, these columns
"l «pen should he feel so inclined. To say that he has no
tim® for controversy is just nonsense. What are most of his
speeches but controversy ? What he means is, wo expect, that
U Ninka it wisest not to attempt a reply. In that case we
@gratulate him on his wisdom
R Oonway.—We are hoping to reprint soon both

Autobiography ” and “ Materialism Restated.

malGsi,BY—We are pleased to have such sincere appreciation
llua newcomer to our ranks.

NAlters—Sorry we- cannot use your manuscript. Long
wWhrtinned articles in a weekly paper, particularly in present
Afﬁc nistancc  are almost impossible.
c.T Rowmm Smith—Next week. Crowded out of this issue.

itnr Nb's°x—How can ive have social equality with an hered-
ity* “econd Chamber and hereditary titlesp No ono would
W&] *eriOl*s fault with titles or decorations, for those who
t]0 ,.» "ear them, so long as there is at least a pretence of
wium 6 having been earned. But titles are robbed of their
(0ec ""hen one owes them to the accident of birth. It really
require first-class ability to bo the son of one’s father

\y  °nonly because ono is the son of one’s mother.

extoold IMEB—hlie Editor’s responsibility for opinions expressed
ol, s to unsigned matter only. For the rest tbe Editor is

responsible for the suitability of the matter published.
thM''s, must always bear in mind that this is “ The Free-
fe cer® and does not move in fear of giving offence. Very
idan  OUL readers, we are certain, would wish us to alter our

“h’s for literature, should he sent to the Business Manager
the Pioneer Press, 2-3, hurnival Street, London, E.C.A,
jl.'n’l not to the Editor.

~PBthe services of the National Secular Society in connexion
¥th Secular Burial Services are required, all communications
Sl°nld he addressed to the Secretary, It. Il. Iltusetti, diving
U long notice as possible.

!

f' HnkKTiiinknit will he forwarded direct from the Publishing
‘lice at the following rates (Home and Abroad): One

IVear‘[ pfs - half-year, Ss. Gd.; three months, As. Ad.

Et_ure notices must reach 2 and 3, Furnival Street, Holbom,
y'indon, E.C.A, hy the first post on Monday, or they will not
> inserted.

SUGAR PLUMS

are, according to the Parliamentary Secretary of the

e®ilrd of Education, 186 public schools in lbis country. But
Board of Education says tbe Government is *“ not concerned
ju®the abolition of public schools,” but to “ see if it is possible
associate publio schools with the State.system of education.”
("s will not do. It means no more than a continuation of
I:class character of the public schools, with admission of enough
illPils from the State schools to enable the Government to
JKIond that there is no bar to the “ common people ” sharing
»” glorious snobbery of our “ upper classes.” Not oven the
""esence of members of the Labour Party in the Government
"fight to p0enough to permit this swindle to be carried through.

What is needed is not the abolition of schools of tint educational
Tiality of tlio public schools, the essential thing is that the
'TPronch to the publiif schools shall bo the same for all, from
Re offspring of a dustman to that of a Duke. The boy or girl
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who enters a public or higher school should win his or her
right of entry. .Money simply should bo ruled out. Genius is
not hereditary, not oven in military matters. There are as
many fools born in Mayfair as in tho slums, but not so piany
fools from tho slums rise to eminence in politics. Merely to
make the “ public ” schools accessible to a few more from tlio
State school is, as ono of tho Welsh members pointed out in
the cours'o of tho debate, to make children of tho working-class
snobs.” From elementary school to university tbe road should
be open to all, and on tbe same conditions for all. Money and
position must have nothing ft) do with it. The first is too often
acquired by methods that are far from praiseworthy, aud position
onlj’ means making tho road easy lor fools. Wo refrain from
giving instances. Tho fact is too obvious to permit of question.

It is a curious coincidence that a few hours after wo had
written the paragraph in our last issue suggesting that the
military commands of the Allies should, have at their head
representatives of -Russia, China, tho U.S.A. and Britain,
Captain Dugdale was asking in tho House of Commons whether
the Russians could be asked to semi tlieir best available General
to Cairo, and Lord Winterton asking that Russia should send
someone to the House of Commons. Tho last request might have
been “ writ sarcastic,” but we still think there is something in
our original suggestion. We stated it quite seriously. There
is quite obviously nothing wrong with the rank and file of
our Army.

An ex-chairman of the Coventry Education .Committee puts’
the matter well in a letter to * Education ” of June 19
He says:—

“ Children may be made to love kindness, truthfulness,
fairness, and be made to understand fellow-feeling for other
races without prejudicing their belief later at an age of
understanding in Ono who is the source of all good.

To do justice, to love kindness, to walk humbly are good
things whether we ascribe them to a Being with infinite
attributes or not.

John Morley was neutral in regard to the metaphysics of
Deity, but he loved goodness and could mako others lovo
it too. 1 learnt mere from John Morley than from Canon
Liddon. But John Morloy’s negative attitude towards Deity
is’not mine. Children may learn the elements of the good
Life without accepting or rejecting tho tremendous
implications of Theism.”

Excellent. But it is the more to bo regretted that Mr. Loo
should have mixed this up with the stultifying statement that
Jesus Christ “ taught from human relationships the meaning of
human life and duty.” For that is simply not truo. Mere
moral commonplace’'s will not take the place of effective ethical
teaching, particularly when so much of human lifo is ignored
by the Now Testament character. Moreover, Jesus did what
Mr. loe blames tho Archbishop of Canterbury for doing—tresting
everything on tho belief in God. But perhaps by tbe time bo
had written tho passago cited above the ex-chairman got just
a little frightened and was afraid to push bis statementsTo their
logical conclusion.

Once again we are pleased to announce the increasing demand
for “ Tho Freethinker.” One Glasgow friend, Mr. J. Humphrey,
has made it his business to push “ The Freethinker,” and lias
very considerably increased bis sales, and with these sales have
gone a demand for our general literature. There has never
been a better timo when ono could moro easily and moro
profitably introduce “ The Freethinker ” to friends and
acquaintances.

In a way we think we liavo profited hy tho alliance with
Russia. Until that was achieved there was no limit to the
lying of very earnest Christians concerning the ovils of Atheism
in Russia. No action was too vile to bo put to tho credit of
Russian Atheists. And tbe Russian people were pictured as
shivering under an intolerable tyranny. But with Russia as
our Ally, and an Ally, that has probably saved this island from
at least an attempted invasion, and with tho acknowledgment
of tho enormous changes for tbe better in Russia since its
Atheistic leaders were In power, religious lying about Atheism
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anil the horrors of Atheistic governments have lost their point.
In ono direction at least the Churches have been found out,
and thp more thoughtful of Christians are beginning to wonder
whether the Christian structure is either as strong or as valuable
as it seemed to bo.

A Liverpool reader sends us the following: —

“ 1 would like to draw your attention to the infiltration
of the R.C. religion into Government factories.

At the R.O.F. Fazakerly, Liverpool commencing Sunday
morning, 21st inst., at 6.30 a.in., Mass is to be held inside
the factory for the”convenience of those workers who belong
to this religion.

To make this possible, Government potrol, vehicles and
labour *has been used for the erection of an altar.

This notwithstanding that there are three churches on
the opposite side of the road from the factory, which might
easily have been utilised by the R.C. workers in need of
‘religious comforts.” ”

This is only one of the many instances of the manner in which
existing authorities are playing into the hands of the Churches.
We suggest that those working in factories should join in
making a strong protest against this forcing of religion on to
those "who are engaged in war-work. There should be a limit
to what oven the British public will stand in this matter. Lt
is an insult to the people to assume that they need religious
services to induce them to play their part as citizens.

We aro asked to inform members and friends of the Birming-
ham Branch, N.S.S., that a ramble to Lickey Hills lias been
arranged for Sunday, July 5. Tram No. 71 from Navigation
Street takes 45 minutes to Lickey Terminus. Alt to meet there
at 3 p.in.

“THE RISE OF CHRISTENDOM”

1.

IN putting forward his astonishing theory that, of the three
great religions, Mohammedanism came first, it must not be
thought that Johnson did not produce formidable arguments.
He had studied hard and his knowledge of the classical
languages enabled him to go to original authorities instead
of using them at second hand. He insists, for example,
that “the Roman Empire, from its rise to its decline, from
tlio time of Augustus to that of Heraclius, was entirely
unconscious of any such revolution ip religious affairs as
was implied by the introduction of Christianity.” He claims
that the evidence from inscriptions “ have a still and ghostly
talc to tell” ; while that from coins—* in Important particulars
the coins of the emperors flatly contradict, the statements of the
ecclesiastical historians.” After giving many examples, Johnson
concludes that “ under such conditions of evidence we may
applaud* the prudence of Buonanni, who appeared to hold that
no coins before Boniface VUE (1291) can bo trusted, and who
begins bis collection from Martin V. (1415). It may now be
assumed that none are genuine before the latter date.”

On this point the reader must decide for himself with due
regard to the work of specialists. But no one can deny that huge
frauds have beep perpetrated on an unsuspecting public’by the
“ discovery ” of many an ancient coin. Christians have forged
not only vast numbers of manuscripts—the sorry trade is still
being practised—but also many “ ancient” inscriptions. Readers
will perhaps remember that delightful chapter in “ Pickwick”
In which Dickens satirised such a discovery.

Certain "guidebooks” of ancient Rome appear to have corno
down to us like the “ Notitia Urbis,” and they seem to know
nothing of a vast ecclesiastical system like Christianity. “ Rome
is still old Roman in its externals, in its customs, in its religion.
Such Oriental rites as it knows are the.ancient Egyptian. It
lias not been touched by any form of Christianism, whether
Jewish, Samaritan, Arabian or Catholic.”
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Johnson also claims that “ all those strange notices
run through the Roman literature from Cicero concerning »
“Jiul«;i’ and their great influence in Rome form p&° 1 iv
system of monkish interpolation. Such Jews are P |j
imaginary, entirely unknown to their own literary records' ~» »
a demur is raised about this, let us not forget what N
Newman said in his “ Grammar of Assent” : “ That ah .S
ledgo of tlie Latin classics comes to us from the medieval c- »
of them, and they who transcribed them had the opportum i
forging or garbling them. We are simply at their mercy- « ~
The numerous religious bodies then existing over the f&
Europe had leisure enough, in the course of a century, to cony
not only the classics, but all the Fathers, too.”

When we come to study such books as the Koran and the
chronicle of Al Tabari (which Johnson considers is the found&
of all the medieval chronicles) we are obliged to be in the I1®*
of authorities and translators. How much we can trust
lias always been doubtful. For example, Johnson maintains j
“ the Benedictines mistranslated the Koran in the interests
the Church,” that the' phrase “ People of the Book” ‘n ~
Koran has been deliberately rendered “ Jews and Christians
a wilful blunder—and that the name Jesus Christ lias been f&
introduced in the same book by the translators.  Neither Je5j
nor Christ,” insists Johnson, “nor the dogma of the perto®
Christ as held in the Churoll, is to be found in any part of
Moslem Word of God.” 1 d

To these two works, the Koran and the first chronic*

Al Tabari, “ The Rise of Christendom ” devotes more than
pages in an endeavour to show that the Bibje lias taken
all their stories, myths and legends as the basis of its
history.” 1 confess that find it hard to believe that s®
is the'case; but this may be due to my upbringing, and jj
almost insuperable difficulty of getting one to see that the
Testament was not tlio first on the list. Wo have had n ||
dinned in our ears that Jehovah is the true God, and
others false, and that tlio Bible is the first and only true™0
of its kind, that it is nearly impossible to get another idea
considered. For us, and those who think like us, a work
“ The Rise of Christendom ” gives a nasty but compb”
necessary jolt. n

Of course, Johnson had to go fully into the question of ~
“ liise of Hebrew Literature” and prove that "not only j
forms, but tho substance of early Hebrew literature was del'l i
from tb6 traditions of the Arabians—in other words, that
Biblical legends are based on those in the Koran and
Chronicle of Tabari.” Personally, I cannot feel that he J®
out his claim, but many readers may think otherwise.

And if the Old Testament is founded in this way, and *
early Church literature is founded on tho Old Testament,
the dates given by Johnson—about the 10th century for
Koran, tho 11th century for the Old Testament, and llio 1* ,
century for tho New—are, in the face of almost every ot'H
authority, more than sensational ; they cut right into the hist0*
of these religions and of mankind so sharply that the wb°
fabric of organised beliefs is annihilated. Johnson did indpl®
try to overwhelm tile Church with a devastating attack which» ,
it bad succeeded, would have made the three great religions 1°°
sillier than fairy tales.

How far he succeeded must.be left to bis readers. For mysC
1 can only say that, sceptical as I am, | have been unablo to 8
the whole distance with Edwin Johnson. But the one clo®f
result which follows reading bis book is both a reminder and «
confirmation of the fact that no other system that (he WO
lias seen has ever been built on or buttressed by so iiiuc
deliberate lying and forgery as Christianity.

He later tried to show how the Benedictines forged the EpisH1"
of Paul, but in the opinion of many he did not succeed. A®
still later, in' “ The Rise of English Culture,” he showed ho"
impossible it was to trust much of what goes as English history-
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nly those who have studied the authorities upon whom rest our
Pest history are able to judge whether he succeeded.

, ""tho first of these articles dealing with his work | said |
‘dl not been able to discover any particulars of his life, Ibo
“®chess of one of our readers enables me to say a few words

one of the most scholarly Freethinkers the movement has
Produced.

ngwdon Johnson was born in 1842 at Upton, near Andover, tho
son of the Rev. A. Johnson, Congregational minister. llo

S very studious «s @ boy, and entered New College, St. Join» s

Mfd. to fifain {or the ministry in 1859. Like Robert Taylor
,°f him, he seems to liave “ won all the way,” winning three

sit!° ar®hips and obtaining M.A., classics, at the LondonJJniver-
fare  "mater Sir William—Smith, of Classical Dictionaries
Bhg* "M°f0 °f young Edwin as one of his most distinguished

t_let ad i i— —
/n 1878 h® was appointed Professor ok Classical Litera-
s 16 Co™cil of his college and came to London, embark-

fin intenso course of writing and study. Dr. Furnivall
mti >Bht him one of the most pregnant-minded thinkers and
ilii € the breadth and depth of his culture.” After a long
NWh<d tl an insidious and incurable disease, he died in

« en only 59 years of age. Johnson is always highly spoken
ht€1'S'10»ar and a gentleman.
i°hn; e~d readers will find a biographical account of Edwin

End$n an» his writings by E. A. Petherick in “ The Rise of
8llsh Culture.” H. CUTNER.

BUSHES

«tg IIs talk about bushes, for bushes seem to have engaged the
o tpf mankind for, generations ever since a bush was said
AO , 6 "QU “ alight with the lire of God,” to the moderns who

N sessed with gooseberry bushes.
agl]n there was Moses, who was found strangely enough in a
til, 6 bulrushes. A cradle made from a bush that grows in
K *ater. He was supposed to have been found by an Egyptian

ess>but it seems to me the tale doesn’t hold water.

, 11,1 girl would have thought of something bettor than that.
tu 1. far more interesting are mulberry bushes. *“ Here we go

lie> the mulberry bush.” Around and around in an idiotic
N6 Follow my leader and you’ll come back to where you
~'dd Whether you follow a fool or a philosopher you’ll end
y& ﬁ]the same place. But perhaps the philosopher will lead

. a more exciting dance.

JX 'eso bitter if not very profound remarks are occasioned by a
Gi | draught of the social prophets: The rise, prosperity
[f{( decline of civilisations have been attributed to everything
ik mosquitoes to sunspots; and even iliose who pretend to
@ 11 a scientific view of social history get tangled up in their
~ 9% and effects. Most writers make it what they want it to

>and cold objectivity is as rare as icebergs in hell,

jj Oname but one, Marxism, is a bit spotted these days. Karl
h fX Was a very learned man, and with his deep knowledge of

tUy and economics he wove a web that obscured the actions

N'* reactions in the minds of simple men and women. * Das
p DItftl ” is a colossal work, but it reminds one of a gigantic
Wamid standing on its apex. The medieval monks argued on
I0v many angels could dance on the point of a pin. Marx
~Mves everything from one point—a point that is not true,
““rything—science, art, religion, politics—progress is deter-
mined by the “ social relations arising out of the means of
Production,” which begs the question as the point to be settled
Is¢ What determines the social relations? As if the social
‘dations never influence the means of production. Even if it

JS\ere true that the social relations arise out of the means of
Production, what determines the means of production? Is
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inventive genius sppntaneous and innate, or does it serve the
needs and desires of the community—in other words social
relations and their offshoots, religion, politics and art which,
in turn, are determined by the social relations, which are caused
by the means of production? And around and around we go
around tho mulberry bush.

But let us stop before we get dizzy. Quite a lot of simple folk
are blinded by the furious working of the machine. Things
happen, and they are caught up by the furious drive of some
economic! or social blizzard and look to their leaders for guidance.
It takes them a long time to realise that they are just as
helpless as themselves. For the truth is, economic experts do
not know what causes depressions and booms. Or if they do,
they generally find that their conclusions clash with the supposed
interests of the ruling class, and they produce some comforting
theory that simply means that things are better left alone ; and
even those who want to change something generally attribute all
our woes to one thing—like bad money, or drink or a wrong
system of taxation.

If we can venture a definition, Civilisation is an attitude to
life and to the world. Civilisation is a history ofl Man’s mind
and the growth of that mind. At each stage in the mind’s
development, life has overflown in an outbreak of airt and
science and literature. At each stage life is followed at what
wo can call a “norm” of existence, beneath which it cannot
descend. In classical times it was the tribal system of society.
It destroyed itself by the acquisition of other countries and
slaves. It can be truly said that Rome died of too much slavery,
and produced Christianity, the greatest of slave religions. Then
cairte the Dark Ages, and when the curtain had again risen on
history, society rested on a new basis—feudalism.

This idea of civilisation as the expression of Man’s psycholo-
gical attainments should have a powerful interest for us at the
present day. When we listen to the Jeremiahs who prophesy
tho breakdown of civilisation, we forget that we cannot get away
from the “ norm” of our existence, which is tho production of
goods in tlie mass. This rests on a scientific foundation, and
it means that we must keep up the disco\*ries of science. We
can hardly expect the goose that lays tho golden eggs to bo
killed. Even if tho goose is suffering from malnutrition it has
to be kept alive.

Life is like tin? tide that rises and falls. After every ebb
comes tho flow ; after every sunset the dawn ; after every winter
tho spring renews the earth in.a mantle of green. So whether
we like it or not, we must keep on. Our civilisation cannot be
destroyed except by a massesuicide ; and that is unthinkable.
Even tho Nazis must allow scientific thought and a certain
freedom in that sphere or they will perish ; and thought cannot
be kept in watertight compartments. You cannot allow Free-
thought in one particular without the danger of it percolating
to others. Which is the hope of tho world at the present moment.
Kill scientific thought and you Kill yourself. Free it from its
trammels and you make the world free.

IDRIS LI. ABRAHAM.

FAITH

For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight,
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.
—Pope’s “ Essay on Man.”
There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in half the creeds.
—Tennyson’s “ In Memoriam.”

YES, faith—what is it? It may be defined as trust and confidence
in anyone, arid belief in the statement of another. This explains
faith from a worldly point of view, but it has another meaning
all its own—a spiritual interpretation, as it wero—so that to
most people faith means faith in God. Religion has taken faith
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under its wing, clothed it in supernatural attire and capped it
with a halo. Attired thus, faith accompanies religion and gives
the latter the necessary support and sustenance to enable it to
continue the soporific influence over the credulous and unthink-
ing. . Just fancy ! Here we have faith—one of the most noble
qualities of human nature—wedded to. man’s greatest illusion»
religion—a superstition which shackles ,his thoughts to super-
natural senilities and dims his understanding to realities. Thus,
the religious, in raising their eyes to heaven in never ending
supplication, leave their feet to stumble along the best way
possible—which, as history has so often shown us, has been the
worst way. “ Faith, hope and trust in the Lord,” says the
priest, “ and it follows that you will have faith, hope and trust
in me, which, as one of God’s representatives, pleases mo very
much”—and thereupon prattles about platitudes.

Whereas there can be no reciprocity by God to man’s faith in
him, there is ample evidence of man’s faith in man, and of the
value of mutual trust and confidence.

Faith has a complex meaning and may be divided into
various elements. In addition to trust and confidence may be
added sincerity and simplicity. The people who influence you
and are influenced by you are those who believe in you and trust
you. They will accept what you say as something real and
tangible so long as you possess a sincerity of purpose which,
combined with the charm of simplicity, enables them to see
things as they are. This secret of personality radiates a sincerity
which is irresistible. Yet, to have this faith it is necessary to
be among men, among difficulties and obstacles; and the njeasure
of your success will be governed by the extent of the faith you
have in yourself and others and, as exponents of the cause of
Freethouglit, to the extent of your faith in. the movement. Some
of us are good talkers and, on occasions, may be eloquent. But
the man who possesses faith has an unconscious eloquence, for
it becomes part of his character. Again, he may have certain
accomplishments and ability, but unless his words are' inspired
by faith, there is no meaning, lie inqy be ever so eloquent, as
the world appraises, eloquence, but if he lacks sincerity he
displays merely the brazenness of words.

Whilst faith has) the power of moving mountains, it can also
move pimples, according to faith-healers and other quaint quacks.
Sometimes a man will say that he acted in “ good ” faith, which
is another way of saying that he had faith in what lie considered
a good cause—or that his judgment was faulty. On the other
hand, it is said that an act may be in “ bad ” faith. To qualify
faith in such a manner is like qualifying virtue. It would appeal
as though faith had lost its meaning in other ways, too. Who
can doubt that the term “ Yours faithfully,” as used in business
circles, is more convention?. Every British coin tells us that
the Crown is a Defender of the Faith. Whatever meaning the
abbreviation I'll). DEF. had in olden days, we must conclude
that nowadays there is no significance at all, as some coins
boast the letters F.D. only !

And what of blind faith? In this case wo apprehend that
although the object which evokes this faith may be incompatible
with truth, justice and reason, the faith,persists in its intensity
and loyalty. In such a case the faith is born of those insepar-
ables, ignorance and prejudice.

So closely do religious people ally their faith with their creed
that it is common to refer to the. religion professed as the Faith.
The Christian religion—among others—is known as the Faith.
Abraham is Father of the Faithful, along with other patriarchs.

On our part, we are content to pin our faith on man as some-
thing to bo comprehended. Much amusement may be derived
from breaking a lanco on a god, but who can respect the hollow
sham of the brazen image when once the lance of ridicule has
shattered it? Wo may pin our faith on a man who may prove
unworthy of our trust, but there is always the hope that he
may reform, whilst the effect of a god on the mind is to deform.
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“ Know then thyself, presume not God to scan,

The proper- study of mankind is man.” i

And as a commentary on ‘his couplet, Fopo wrote 1
Ih enormous faith of many made for one.”

S. GORDON HOG«

7

'"FATHER_DIVINE . H
The entry of America into the war will perhaps have lie
down the activities of the well-known negro God, Father v~

but an interesting account of his Lordship is given by ijir
Felig, a New York journalist photographer, in “ “j in
Photography.” “ One night a stabbing started trouble >

Harlem,” lio writes. “ Somebody had tried to serve& >
on Father Divine and some razor play resulted. The ~on
gave mo a special rush assignment to cover it. | R1 ~°
cab and arrived in front of Father Divine’s chief lie* Jiai
at 115th Street, to find a mob of black people—quiet, & %,
terrible. Only the police on the beat were there—the lij.oM
cops hadn’t arrived. When | got out of the taxi and the tTj.,l
saw my camera, that mob massed towards me liko a dart ~f
wave. 1lYou can’t take God’s picture,” they shouted.
ain’t gonna let you make no shots of our Saviour,” they "y
1~nJ outta Harlem, white boy, before wo slice you up.” Jjj
were armed with razors, sticks, shovels, clubs—anything s
came to hand, including some sizable rocks and baseball 14 j
An assignment is an assignment, but so is a neck a »c(- ]
hesitated. That mob was plenty ugly. And their anger &£*1'j
t° increase each second. When the police reserves arri'*’ |
edged over to tho 1Journal ’ rojiorter, who carries a

kignv as long as 1 was near him | was fairly safe. Shaking
the well-known leaf, 1 made two quick flashes and beat R j
tho station house with the mob breathing eloso on my IU'j,
Ihat sounds funny now. But there was nothing funny abou *
that night.” This little picture gives an excellent apprechj Tj
of what religion looks like “in the raw ”"—but we are

it will not be used as a beautiful example by our Archbisb°lf
Cardinal and Moderators for teaching tho benefits of Christi®"
in our schools. More’s the pity.

THE WALLS
One moonlit night | walked the proud sea-wall
We built of concrete, reinforced with steel.
I marvelled at its strength, remembered all *
Our labours and devising, and did feel
That wo who set it there had planned
A monument that for all time should stand
As witness to the power of human brain.

f halted for a while, and from my stand could mark

As | gazed out, a dim and lonesome strand

Betwixt mo and the gentle swell that blended with the da'.
What wero those jagged shapes that jutted from the suu<U
I went to them and saw tho eroded stone

And buckled rods of walls once liko our own—

But they could not withstand tho wearing tides.

Of on- naivo philosophies, the Systoms Man contrives
To guard him from the fear of tho Absolute,

The great Unknowable, not one survives

Its resonance,” when, vibrant, mute,

It quickens in our hearts a transient chord.

As tho Walls of Jericho, which fell boforo the Lord,

They fail us in our hour of direst need.
S. N. FarmfB

AN INFAMOUS CREED

The infamous Christian dogma of the atonement is based up0'
the notion of suffering as something good in itself. The suffer”
must bo there, even though it bo the just that suffer. It *>
entered into Catholic asceticism. The scourgings and macerati0”*
of the monk were conceived of ns, so to say, tho filling up of t;
cup of tho atonement by voluntarily increasing tho sunt
suffering in his own person with tho view of being the niol\
acceptable to the Deity. In tho Inst resort asceticism meant
course the doctrine of tho inherent evil of matter. Pain was g0
as tending to destroy matter. Pain was the enemy of
“ natural man,” and therefore tho friend of tho “ spiritual man-
—E. Dewort Bax.
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CORRESPONDENCE

A PROBLEM
disp Readexs migfift DO as Iiterestet) as thd Writer In af
il 1@ following observation by Eddington in his * Science
"d th®Unseen Worlg’

m r~uPt)ose we concede the most extravagant claims which
Kit be made for Natural Law so that we,allow that
thi 0SSes the mind are governed by it. The effect of
* concession is merely to emphasise the fact that the
n)lU < s au outlook which transcends the Natural Law by
y 1]t functions. If, for example, we admit that every
eh™. 7~ in the mind is represented in the brain by a
dej ratteristic configuration of atoms, then if Natural Law
M jrmmes Uio way iii which the configurations of atoms
y'ceetl one another, it will simultaneously determine the
jj ™ W which thoughts succeed one another in the mind,
a bought of seven times nine in a boy’s mind is
s°ldom succeeded by the thought of ‘65.” What has
"Tong? In the intervening moments of cogitation
, VHhing has proceeded by Natural Law, which is
ceakable. Nevertheless, we insist that something has
mm wrong. However closely associate thought with
'6 physical machinery of the brain, the connection is
1r°Pped as irrelevant as soon as we consider the fundamental

Property of thought. That it may he correct or incorrect.
"0 say that the brain which jiroduces ‘seven times nine
a% 63’ is better than the brain which produces ‘seven times
IO are 65.” But it Ls not as a servant of Natural Law
hat it is better—dismiss the idea that Natural Law wil
f"allow up religion; it cannot even tackle the multiplication

_table single-handed.”

Al seems a flaw somewhere in this reasoning, and one can
- krt saseral answers. Comments by readers or by the Editor

1> 1 think, make interesting reading.—Yours, etc.,
J. It. Stvrge-Wiiitinc.

s JESUS CHRIST

li Your correspondent Archibald Robertson (21st June,

da .) thinks 1 overstate when | write of “ Jesus’s wholesale

aillil'g of those who thought differently from Him.” Here
t0,T sayings, one from each Gospel: —

"He that believeth not (on the Son)
Ready.”—(John iii., 18.)

He that denieth me before men shall be donied before
the angels of God.”—(Luke xii., 9.)

Of Scribes and Pharisees: “ Ye serpents, yo generation
Af vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? ”"—
(Matthew xxiii., 88.)

“ He that believoth not shall be damned.”>—(Mark xvi., 16.)

(J'U moaning of these sayings is clear, and was clear to the
iy IsMUL persecutors, many of whom were sincere and honest
1 a14 not without humanitarian feelings which, however, they
tO'"d under the inspiration of their Master. It is irrelevant
s .he present argument to question the authenticity of these
tnt ~S" The Jesus of the Gospels, the whole Jesus, lias been
AG. Mill s the official and unofficial exemplar and guide to the
th>n body of Christians, To judge tlio beginning by the end is
. “acid test, and one which Jesus teaches us to apply,—of
v."fillets, “yo shall know them by their fruits ” (Matthew
'®> 16.)—Yours, etc., “ Candii».”

is condemned

OBITUARY

MR. ARTHUR FORBES

, We regret to announce the death of Mr. Arthur Forbes, of
“llddlesbrough. Mr. Forbes had boon connected with the Free-

°Ught Movement since 1893. Ho was of a quiet, unassuming
"Isposition, hut none the less firm in his ideas, and ready at any
llmo to do what lie could for the Freethought cause. He was
“'a0 of that almost silent army to which the world owes so much,
27d whose influoyieo is expressed in the growth of humanitarian
">es and ideals. The funeral ceremony took place at the West
Gnietery Crematorium, Darlington, on 15th June. A Secular
"udress was delivered by Mr. H. Uoakcen.
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FROM ICELAND TO ZANZIBAR

In fact, in almost every country in the world, there are Esperanto
Delegates ready and willing to help Esperantists, either by corres-
pondence or during visits.

Esperanto is a neutral, simple international language already in
wide use throughout the world. It paves the way to international
friendshidp. A complete correspondence course, including text-
book and correction of exercises, costs only 5s.

Particulars free from

The British Esperanto Association, Inc.
(Dept. P.143),

Heronsgate, Rickmansworth, Herts

Esperanto House,
“THERE IS NO COD ”

I found thee not by the starved widow’s bed,
Nor in the sick-rooms where my dear ones died;
in cities vast | hearken’d for Thy tread,

And heard a thousand call Thee, wretched-eyed,
Worn out and bitter. But the heavens denied
Their melancholy Maker. From the dead
Assurance came nor answer! Then ] fled

Into these wastes, and raised my hands, and cried
“ The seasons pass—the sky is as a pall "—
Then wasted hands oh withering hearts wo press—
There is no God, in vain we plead and call,

In vain with weary eyes we search and guess—
Like children in an empty house sit all,
Castaway Children, lorn and fatherless.

—R obert Buchanan'.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES. Etc.

LONDON
Outdoor
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp-
stead): Parliament Hill Fields: 3-30 p.m., Mr. L. E rury.
West London N.S.S. Branch (Hyde Park), Thursday, 7-0,
Mr. E. C. Saphin; Sunday, 3-0, various speakers.
Indoor
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, W.C.l), 11-0, Professor G. W. Keeton, M.A,,
LL.D. : “*A Policy for Post-War Education ” (2).

COUNTRY
Outdoor

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. Outing to Liekey Hills. Meet,
at Lickey Tram Terminus at 3 p.m. Members and friends
invited.

Blackburn (Market Place), Sunday, 6-30, Mr. J. V. Siiortt,
a Lecture.

Bradford N.S.S. Branch. Members and friends meet on
Broadway Car Park on Sunday evenings at 7-30.

Blyth (The Fountain), Monday, 7-0, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Burnley (Market), Sunday, 7-0, Mr. J. Clayton,

Chester-le-Street (Bridge End), Saturday, 7-0, Mr. J. T.
B righton.

Edinburgh Branch (The Mound), 7-30, Mr. J. Gordon
Glasgow): “Fascism and Christian Principles.”’

Uapton, Thursday, 7-30, Mr. J. Clayton.

Huncoat, Wednesday, 7-30, Mr. J. Clayton, a Lecture.

Kingston-on-Thames N.S.S. Branch (Castle Street),
Sunday, 7-0, Air. J. W. Barker.

Newcastle (Bigg Market), Sunday, 7-0, Mr. J. T. Brighton.
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