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Views and Opinions

r̂uth and the Public

-"i day I may write something on fallacies. If it 
t,Cre cl°"e thoroughly it would make so' large a book 
rj-1 r U° 011 e *s lively to spend the necessary time for 
.Riding it. jjut iarge or small it would be surprising 

some critical reader did not discover many examples 
dUacy iir what I had set down. Probably the situa- 

ŝ °u "'ould repeat what happened about sixty or 
j.'(Venty years ago when Dean Trench wrote a book, 

ic Queen's English, pointing out the many 
J - r" of well-known writers. Then someone wrote 
j '̂tl'er book, The Dean's English, which gave many 

'̂dances in which the Dean had tripped. I think 
gather book followed exposing the Dean’s critics, 
a c so the game might have been kept up. I feel that 

kook written on fallacies would be open to the 
a lllc attack. For fallacies cannot be set down once 
l v f°r all in set terms that will exhaust all the possi- 
b,1>tics. As time passes accepted words and phrases 
li-m 011 new references; the modifications of existing 
n'lhits and institutions, the creation of new mental 
sk<̂ s and the outgrowing of old ones, all combine to 
<'f . UP fresh situations in which fallacies may lurk.

w loyal subject ”  meant at one time little more than 
^‘Votion to a King. To-day the main significance of 
in'L" 'Vortl Is transferred to ideas or to ideals with little 

110 regard to> persons. Institutions and habits are 
ly living things, at least they belong to and ex- 

,,kss living things, and the trouble is that we are 
J, " ays striving to express the living present in terms 
( lat have been coined by the past. Words we must 
c.Se.’ kut they come to us clogged with the very impli­
quions and frames of mind that we are seeking either 

"'oclify or destroy. There is a truth, even though 
'"ay bg neither a great nor a valuable one, in the 

'"""ion saying that language is given to man to con-Qt, , ' ""J ...... ... o-----
t) <u "is thoughts, but it is a great and valuable truth 
’at Words exercise a power over thought that is often1 ------- »

■ " to exactitude and to helpful thinking, 

the Law
of 1 Was led to wander along this line as a consequence 
> '‘"ading the Daily Telegraph report (March 26) of 
Y°r'l Halifax’s speech at the Pilgrim Dinner, in New 
((°rk. “  j  wouid assert for all men to-day,”  he said,
] 'he right to think, speak arid act freely, within the 

Quite a nice liberal-sounding expression of 
^""ion, until one asks critically what exactly does it 
l!6a"? Does it mean anything, as it stands, that is 

'"Uch value to anyone ? I agree with Lord Halifax 
tt every man should en"

,leak freely, but he adds

"f

k*it every man should enjoy the right to think and
within the law,”  and that

makes me wonder what is the value of that kind of 
freedom. For the right to think, speak and act 
freely “  within the law ”  is enjoyed by every man 
and woman in Germany or Italy to-day. So long as 
men and women keep within the four corners of the 
law as laid down by the German and Italian Govern­
ments they may speak freely, they may even act freely 
with the same qualifications. If we are fighting only 
for that kind of freedom, we may get it any time we 
please without loss of life or the shedding of blood. 
But are we ? And if Lord Halifax meant exactly 
what he said, and it would be impertinent on my part 
to suggest his inability to put his meaning into plain 
English, then there is no need to' continue the war any 
longer. Hitler will grant us that kind of freedom to­
morrow. He is the world’s greatest advocate of free­
dom within the law— so long as he makes the law.

Less than a hundred years ago' there lived in one of 
the Southern States of America, a man named John 
Brown. The laws of the Southern slave-owning 
States permitted every man and woman, even slave 
men and women, to think and speak freely within the 
law. But the laws of the slave States said that any­
one writing or speaking in favour of the abolition of 
slavery was not within the law, and would suffer 
heavy penalties, it might be death; and if a man hap­
pened to help a slave to escape that also was not 
within the law, and he must be punished accordingly. 
Now I am quite sure that if anyone had said to John 
Brown, “  You may say what you please, but you must 
not speak outside the law,”  he would have replied, 
“  But that is the very thing I want to do. It is the 
very thing I intend to do, and if the law will not per­
mit it, then, so far as I am concerned, damn the law.”  
And he actually said so in both acts and words, was 
promptly executed— and has been honoured by all 
freedom-loving men ever since. But he would not be 
honoured by either Hitler or Mussolini, or by certain 
people in our own country.

There are, and always have been, one is pleased to 
saj% both men and women who have agreed with John 
Brown that the privilege of freely speaking, or even 
acting, “  within the law,”  is not the most important 
form of freedom. They even question whether it is a 
form of freedom that is worth getting hysterical about. 
Before John Brown, there was in this country one 
Richard Carlile, to whom the Government of the day 
said : You may freely express your opinions on re­
ligion and sociology, within the law. But replied 
Carlile, “  That is not enough. I demand the right to 
challenge the justice of the law. I demand the moral 
right to question or break the law concerning religion, 
the rights of property, the prohibition of working-class 
associations, the right of birth-control, the freedom 
of the press, and many other things.”  For not keep­
ing within the law, Carlile spent, in various imprison­
ments, ten years in gaol, but he and his followers 
broke down many of the laws that prevented the 
growth of British freedom.

Now a long way behind these fighters, T claim the 
right humbly to follow in the footsteps of those men 
and women who generation after generation have said, 
“  We will keep within no law which we consider in­
jurious to the progress of humanity. We proclaim 
the right of men, when they find a law bad, when it 
offers them a freedom which is no freedom, when it
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counts good citizenship solely in terms of obedience, 
to say that these are obstacles to human progress which 
must be brushed on one side by those who have the 
courage to do so.”  We hate Hitlerism and all of its 
kind because the only freedom it will have is that of 
acting within the law, when the very essence of a free­
dom that promises enlargement is that which gives the 
right of challenge to established law. The existence 
of society may be dependent upon those who are con­
tent to work during the whole of their lives along lines 
which the law dictates : but the progress of society has 
largely depended upon such as have had the courage 
to say, “  I will respect no law that does not allow the 
right of a citizen to challenge its existence.”  Let us 
hope that Lord Halifax did not mean what he said, 
and let us also hope that his hearers were merciful in 
their interpretation of what he did say.

* * *
L iberty at Home

An example of the extent to which freedom of 
thought and speech may be controlled, and denied in 
the controlling, was recently given by the B.B.C. 
Some of the entertainers who are employed from time 
to time by that semi-governmental body attended a 
meeting and expressed sympathy with a People’s Con­
vention programme. The meeting was not illegal, 
but it did not come “  within the law ’ ’ of freedom 
as laid down by the B.B.C. So this very pious, very 
Christian, and very liberty-loving body informed 
these entertainers that unless they withdrew from all 
connexion with this Convention, there could be no 
more employment for them. Like Hitler the directors 
of the B.B.C. believe that everyone must act “  within 
the law”  as laid down by them. If everyone does not 
so act, then, so far as the B.B.C. is concerned he must 
be starved into submission. The B.B.C. has not yet a 
concentration camp of its own.

Fortunately for the general public, which bothers 
very little about freedom so long as the controls are 
not obvious and very irksome, the banned individuals 
did not submit to the ukase of the B.B.C. as tamely as 
some of our literary and other folk do. They declined 
to sign any such sale of their freedom as the Reitliian 
Institution demanded, the matter was taken up in the 
press, raised in Parliament, and yielding, for the time, 
the B.B.C. cancelled, or suspended its impudent in­
terference with the rights of the individuals. The 
entertainers may be employed— when circumstances 
permit.

Now there is nothing new in this action of the 
B.B.C. I11 one form or another it has been part of 
its custom since it was given a charter. It has always 
boycotted certain opinions, and it has insisted on 
censoring the script of speakers— with a few excep­
tions. It has sometimes made a pretence of liberality 
by staging faked discussions, in which the questions 
and answers were all censored before they were ex­
pressed. Tt has saturated the whole of its work with 
sectarian religion, until nearly every item is used to 
drive home the moral that all depends upon belief in 
Jesus. Sheer sectarian religion is now made to crop 
up at any time of the day, and in connexion with 
almost any subject. Useful as the B.B.C. is in some 
directions, in others it represents one of the most 
dangerous organizations we have in its threat to real 
freedom of thought and speech. One cannot tell the 
preacher or the talker that is forced upon us that he 
is a liar or a knave, but oh, how often and how much, 
one longs for the opportunity !

■if -/fr ¥:
One W ay Out

For much of the tyranny exercised, speakers and 
publicists generally have themselves to blame. From 
the early days of the B.B.C. I have pleaded that men 
who arc in the public eye, to say nothing of others, 
should show enough courage and independence to

decline altogether to submit their manuscript for c^'
iiisihh 
a talk

sorship to a comparatively ignorant and irrespo 
censorship. After all, while most of us enjoy 1 
on this or that subject by a well-known ina^ u 
woman, the need for this is not so dire that these 
and women must sacrifice their self-respect by ho'' 
to a censorship which operates in the name of n ee ,. 
Those who submit to this censorship are not llie  ̂
sacrificing their own sense of dignity, but they 
playing false to their public since they do not, • 
dare not, preface their speech by saying to listen61-’ 
“  You are going to listen to a speech that has  ̂
passed by the censors of the B.B.C., and which u' 
been corrected as they desire.”

It is quite useless for any of these speakers to rep'- 
that their manuscripts are often not cut in any " a-’ 
and are free from the censor’s blue-pencil. The 
who writes for a censorship, with his mind on "  
he is writing or saying, censors himself in what he s-  
or writes, and so saves the labour of his dictators. j 
need only compare the tone of the recent speeches ^ 
Mr. Priestley with what they were in the first s6'1* 
given. They are still interesting, but so harime ’ 
and so respectable. The mildest of sucking cura . 
might repeat them to his maiden aunt without a bhi 
Mr. Priestley has himself hinted at the difficulty of t 1 
position he is occupying. The admission does » 
credit, far more than .does the silence of those " 
would rather that things were not as they are, but n  ̂
obediently fall into line, overcome by the narcotic  ̂
publicity. And the B.B.C. is unquestionably the i"°  ̂
powerful publicity agent in this country, and for

eflt
.Id

reason it is the most potentially dangerous instruw 
for doping the public. It is partizan where it sho« 
be straightforword. Some years ago the B.B.C. in 't? 
Year Book said that one of its chief aims was to pl’e‘ 
vent the decay of Christianity. Well, it has done lt? 
best, and it may say with Paul, “  If my lie hath 
abounded to the greater glory of Cod, why am I the" 
judged a sinner?”

But the remedy for this state of things lies in tbe 
hands of the speakers themselves, and it is one I ba' L 
insisted on ever since the establishment of the B.B-C 
Let every speaker decline to submit his manuscript 
for criticism. If he is of sufficient authority to hc 
asked to address the general public, he may well he 
trusted to express himself properly. To submit to re* 
vision by a Committee incompetent to express a" 
opinion on anything save the extent to which tbe 
public is to be fooled, is to make himself an aceomP' 
lice. If speakers stood out there would be a clear lioe 
of demarcation between those with an enlightened 
sense of responsibility to the public, and those \vh° 
are willing to work in with those who dread real free” 
dom of thought and speech as the devil is said t0 
dread holy water. We should then be able to separate 
the obedient sheep from the active goat. We should 
rob the B.B.C. of its mask, and also members of thc 
Government— any Government— from drugging the 
people through the B.B.C. We are at war with Hitler' 
ism, but a man must be a fool who cannot realize that 
we have many in this country who really feel only that 
Hitler has gone too far, but who also believe that a
dose of it here might do good. „Chapman Cohen

The wills of the period 1450-1485 afford unquestionable 
evidence of the constant presence of the spiritual adviser- 
Moneys bequeathed to the high altar of the abbey oi 
parish church, requiems to be said in rich vestments ap' 
preprinted for the special purpose with a yearly reward t0 
the priests; a newly-painted image of “  our lady ” to be 
set up with a taper ever burning; thc chimes in the 
steeple to be repaired; a priest to have a house to dwe" 
in, and at every meal to repeat the name of the testator- 
. . .  It was this undoubted confidence in the prayers •“ 
the priesthood that made the Church so rich and power' 
ful.— Knight’s "  History of England.”
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Victorian Celebrities

IlK Victorian Era was adorned by the presence oi 
Pjany emancipated women. George Eliot, Harrier 
,iu;Ullleau, Vernon Lee and others are still remem- 

Ût C11” nent females such as Constance Nadeu 
j1” Madame Bodichon are now nearly forgotten, save 
"'as* few. Among literary ladies of lesser note 

f  Ass M. Betham-Edwards, whose Reminiscences, 
ii'V 1Ŝ e<̂ though they were in 1898, still possess abid­
e s  value to those that treasure memories of the truly 
‘ eyon days of the nineteenth century, now rapidlv 
aclmff int0 oblivion.

Urj '̂ss Edwards portrays many striking pictures of 
c , ‘ n an(f rural life in Ipswich and its environs. Agri­
in U/ concfitions, as they survived a century since 
f . e^ex, have been realistically preserved in the 
pScuiating pages of Thomas Hardy, and Sir James 

azer recalls many of the ancient customs of the 
utitryside in his monumental Gclden Bough series
volumes.

jif11 Aie Suffolk village where Miss Edwards’ early 
jy Was spent, sectarian intolerance was rampant. 
Colin11*’ assume(f several diverse forms, while the local 
ro ‘ er was a Freethinker. The Anglican parson 
pi 'll(Ay declared that : “  The doors of a Dissenting 
v.aiDel.are the gates of hell.”  Doles of meat and coal 

distributed at Christmas by the Church authori­
se' a. as the festive season drew near the normal 

y attendance at sermon-time markedly improved. 
av ls this surprising when we realize that the then 
ni>  income of a labouring family was eight or 
I'i  ̂ shillings per week. It appears that: ‘ ‘ Some 
■l( s Person hundreds of years before had bequeathed 
elnCrtain sum to be thus expended by parson and 

"fell wardens. The latter did their best to secure an 
s,lr’ ahle apportioning, but no chapel-goer could feel 
scm A°le. Laughable, yet pathetic, it was to
Ho, '°W Ale church gradually filled as Christmas drew 
r r\ Ey the third week in December hardly a seat 

pitied vacant.”
Wy.. *S n°f f°r one moment suggested that the clergv 
S|, L aH destitute of kindly feeling, and in many in- 
l)yIfl'CS l)affence °f the incumbent was sorely tried 
ty le task of rearing a large family (for these were 
Sl0' 'lays of Mrs. Quiverful), when liis stipend was 
a '1(er- Still, the parson was apt to prove tactless, 
f0ll_ Suffolk natives, like those of neighbouring Nor- 
p(C tpstinctively resented clerical abruptness. Miss 
(|0" ar(ls notes that : “  They did not relish their front 
'u>r'S pushed open without preliminary knock,
t0 jA’c1 clipping of their children’s curls at school. As 

’ssenters they remained under perpetual ban.”
c°nnexion with the conduct of a Sussex parson 

tr,( ,l Atne when members of the Labourer’s Union 
ImJ'h'-'A to a church service, our authoress recalls the 

L' W. T. Stead’s recorded inclination to throw the 
- ycr b(
> * r ’s

f0r ~Vct book at the prison chaplain’s head during the 
a lL'r s incarceration.

,11(>tiu
And she expressed a desire to

—ce as a whited sepulchre the Sussex minister, 
d 0 was a man of means who fared sumptuously every 
L ■ Yet, on this occasion no word of sympathy came 

•J.Ul bis lips to the men who had marched wearisomeUlil
I:
ts to attend his conventicle.

„V^tead, he warned them of the danger of being 
q,jN “  by flatterers and false teachers who would 
0t s° your expectations to equality and an equal share 

earthly blessings. Remember what the Scripture 
}>: s : Blessed are the poor in spirit for their’s is the 
b'l'ETom 0f Heaven.’ If your portion is hard here 
y( °w> comfort yourselves with the thought that ‘ in 

11 Father’s House are many mansions.’ ”  
p lainly self-cultured, a circumstance upon which 
f. e Prided herself, Miss Edwards as a child became 
y.'P'biar with Shakespeare, Scott, Milton and Cer- 

Acs, while the Taller and Spectator of eighteenth

century renown, were ever welcome. Two books, 
however, proved repugnant. Some foolish friend had 
sent a clerical abortion entitled Infant Piety. This 
production our authoress denounces as follows : “ A 
more deliberate effort to render religious melancholia 
a juvenile malady, inevitable as measles and whooping 
cough, failing that to turn tiny boys and girls into 
pietistic prigs of the most intolerable type, was never 
made. A ll these babies had but one concern. . . 
but one desire ‘ to go to heaven.’ At two years old 
they would discourse glibly as a full-blown Salvation­
ist on original sin, faith, good works, and regenera­
tion. One and all died before they were fairly eman­
cipated from crib or go-cart, and one and all made 
edifying end after the manner of Mr. Peace.”

During Miss Edwards’ childhood the other bane­
ful book vanished mysteriously and was never seen 
again. This elevating volume, it seems, depicted the 
Devil in his most mischievous mood. No Lucifer was 
he but, “  Just as in Infant Piety, the Unseen Power 
was treated with smug familiarity, much as if folks 
were talking of some favourite in black cloth and white 
choker and ‘ his sweet truth preached last Sunday,’ 
so here every vestige of the supernatural was stripped 
from the incarnation of evil. Satan was simply an 
insinuating villain bent upon helping his fellows with 
all possible speed to prison, the gallows and perpetual 
burning.”

Ipswich possessed its Mechanic’s Institution, one 
of the earliest established. No free libraries flourished 
in those days, but the Institution furnished news­
papers, periodicals and standard works for the moder­
ate sum of 10s. 6d. per annum. Among the writings 
read by Miss Edwards and her circle were Hallam’.- 
histories, Harriet Martineau’s works and Lewes’ His­
tory of Philosophy. When intimate in later years 
with Lewes and George Eliot, the former was quite 
delighted when Miss Edwards recalled her youthful 
enthusiasm for his celebrated work

Departed days are revived in the picture of the Ips­
wich Quakers, where, as in East Anglia generally, 
Nonconformity was powerful. Miss Edwards also 
casts a longing lingering look at the vanished harvest 
and other rural festivals which failed to survive the 
introduction of modern machinery into occupations 
long exclusively dependent on manual and animal 
labour. What elaborate preparations were made for 
the celebration of the Harvest Home in times now 
fled ! With a bountiful harvest and the last waggon’s 
arrival with its load of golden grain in the soft Sep­
tember twilight, the Merry England of the romantics 
was restored to life. An eye-witness thus recalls the 
scene: “  Long before the procession approached
joyous shouts and singing announced the culminating 
event of the husbandman’s year, the prosperous 
gathering in, the happy close of so many anxious 
nights and laborious days. Louder and louder grows 
the chorus of untrained voices, more distinct the 
trample of feet and rumble of wheels; then in the 
summer twilight, the harvest moon rising in full splen­
dour behind it, appears the last waggon, a triumphal 
car decorated with green boughs and field flowers.”

Our authoress’ experiences in Germany in the period 
of its many semi-independent States, before the 
country became Prussianized are faithfully recorded. 
But she lived to see the day when, among other 
ancient centres, the historic city of Frankfort was 
modernized, not entirely to its improvement. Her 
Parisian reminiscences recall France when under the 
heel of Napoleon the Little and no more a land of 
liberty than Germany itself.

Nor was England quite so free as she supposed her­
self to be. Owing to his Jewish ancestry, the world- 
famous mathematician, Sylvester, despite his marvel­
lous achievements at Cambridge, was debarred from 
Fellowship or Professorship because of his inability to 
assent to the Thirty Nine Articles of the Church of
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England. Not until he reached the age of 73 was he 
appointed Savilian Professor in the University of Ox­
ford .

Miss Betham-Edwards’ tribute to another famous 
victim of sectarian intolerance merits remembrance : 
“  What an irony runs through the career of that 
epoch-making man! So much may we surely say of 
one who, single-handed against society, the Church 
and the law, obtained for English lawmakers liberty of 
conscience! The immense moral victory was perhaps 
Bradlaugh’s most coveted reward; such a character 
could not set great store by popularity or worldly for­
tune. And perhaps he inwardly chuckled at a re­
action, surely the strangest witnessed in our own or 
any time ! but yesterday a scapegoat, a bugbear, a re­
probate, on the morrow not only a man and a brother, 
but a positive exemplar and shining light.”

Our literary lady’s recollections of Mill, Marx and 
the early International, as well as those relating to 
George Eliot are replete with interest. To Barbara 
Leigh Smith, better known as Madame Bodichon, the 
founder of Girton College, George Eliot unlocked her 
heart and craved her counsel on the eve of her decision 
to defy convention. No fair-weather friend, Madame 
Bodichon assured her confidante that she possessed no 
right to proffer advice in such delicate circumstances. 
“  1 replied,”  she said ,“  that her own heart must 
decide, and that no matter what her decision or its 
consequences should be, I would stand by her as long 
as I lived.” Clearly this noble-minded woman was a 
model to her frequently too-censorious sex.

T. F. Pai,mer

God Hates Sin

C hristianity has (curiously enough) been under­
mined by wicked unbelievers, so now, during the war, 
in pique, God sits serenely back in the clouds, ex­
claiming “  Serves ’em right.”  This is not theological 
language— it is much too succinctly stated—  
but it is fair implication from what theologians 
say and write. God we are told, hates sin, and if 
men will fight each other they must bear the conse­
quences. He hates sin so much that he hasn’t the 
time nor inclination to discriminate, discrimination 
involves Justice, which, theologically, is no virtue. 
The consequences of war stretch out so widely that 
they affect Baby Bunting, aged two and a half months. 
They hurt little Freddie and Mary next door, who 
have curly hair, and rather winning ways in the eyes 
of their parents. A Bad Lot rules the Father of Jesus, 
Person One in the Christian Trinity. So he sends them 
rickets— as their portion. That will larn ’em for 
choosing their parents so badly. It was ever thus 
with Person One, the Father of Jesus. He has faced 
the same situation before, and in the same way. Long 
before he had even given mankind the Ten Command­
ments for their guidance, he had come to the conclu­
sion that his handiwork was of questionable quality. 
‘ ‘Bad Lot,”  he said, laconically, and drowned them all. 
No, not quite all ! He saved Noah, with his family, 
and sufficient lice, elephants, rabbits, snakes, tape­
worms and disease germs, etc., to keep the type going. 
The rest he drowned, hideously, remorselessly— Baby 
Rabbit, Baby Tapeworm, Baby Disease-Germ, Baby 
Bunting. A Bad Lot ! he ruled. As far as mankind 
was concerned we must agree with him— if Noah was 
the pick of the bunch. But drowning them all was a 
a prize-medal crime. True, the Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away, but the Lord giveth life 
(to the new-born) without pain, and it would 
have been kindly in Person Number One to 
have taken away life in as innocuous a manner. It 
really looks as if Jehovah, who, as he himself ad­
mitted, was a jealous God, was envious of the hearty

and ingenious way his creations had mastered the 
of peccancy, and was intent upon impressing upon 
second batch that if it came to Sinning, he conk 
something in that line with the best of them.

“  Don’t you know,” joins in the liberal Christian  ̂
this point, “  that we don’t talk about Jehovah 
days? We live under the New Dispensation, "  11 
dispenses with Jehovah.”  What! You dispe"  ̂
with Person Number O ne! In the name of the t 1 
Bible, the Prayer Book, the Psalms, the Creeds, l0' 
do you manage to do that ? We have always been t° 
that in the Godhead thert are three persons, and t 
Person Three, the Holy Ghost, proceeded from FerS°fl 
Number One, or Person Number One plus Ber*

this P°int
twain

Number Two. The disagreement on 
split the Eastern and Western Churches in 
and the pieces have never been glued toget 
again. Each to the other is a Major Heresy, the b? 
ing of which makes Jehovah wild and vindictive. I 
is indeed a heresy of magnitude, for on the side y 
range yourself depends the fate of your immortal S°^’ 
an issue compared with which a Great War is as 
nocuous as a game of skittles.

And now comes along a set of amiable relig'011'  ̂
who say : Please forget about Person Number 0 "e> 
the Father of Jesus. It is the Sou that matters, 1 cl
son Number Two. Person Number Three is liso
only a conventional term, full of sound and fury, s1̂  
uifying nothing. We pin our Faith to Person '1"°,' 
and let the rest go hang. Please allow us ! TWNl' 
of our fine Cathedrals !

kodox Greek. Horrible 
says the Roman Catholic. Not so horrible, says t ( 
English Church. Universal Churches all, mark ' 
Our English Church met together quite recently 1 
solemn conclave for fifteen years. And then thO 
wrote in effect, “  What we say is ‘ Take it or leave "• 
You needn’t believe in a Holy Book, in a VirP"' 
Birth, in Original Sin, in the Ancient of Days. "  ̂
word we leave with you is optional. And the "  ot, 
for your guidance is mum. Yes, mum’s the w°rt ' 
Keep as quiet as possible about all these things, J 
theological strife is apt to be deucedly unpleasant.

Now we .wish to put it to these Christian gentlemc"j 
from Lord Halifax downwards, that if it is true tha 
we are now in distress through having neglected 1 ,L 
Faith of our Fathers, and that this Faith of °1’ 
Fathers is God Given and that God registers anH°E 
ance unmistakably when his oracles are tanipcl’Ll 
with, that it is possible that it is our Church of 
land that has a bigger share of responsibility than a"- 
other set of individuals going. For the Sin of S'"'’’ 
theologically speaking, is unbelief. It follows fr0l\ 
this premiss that far from keeping in the good g"a<;L.1
of the President of the Immortals, the treatment vtfitl'j
disrespect by his friends, of Jehovah, the Ancient 0 
Days, is perhaps of all actions the most calculated 
rouse his Wrath. What is wanted at this juncture ' 
a proper piety, a more abject acquiescence, a proPcl 
flexibility of knee, more of what Dean Inge impioi'd' 
designates as “  grovel.”  God knows what to expeC 
from those who are plainly and barefacedly outside dlL 
Churches. For them he can prepare Lakes of h " 1 
and Brimstone and the like. But for False Friend" 
within the Household of Faith ! What enormity r"a' 
he not be preparing for them? God is not mocked- 
Disbelief in the Oracles and, coupled with th,f” 
the same parrotlike repetition of the phrases in da 
Creeds and Thirty Nine Articles with punning coi" 
mentaries, may be for all we know, and for all a"> 
one knows, the Sin against the Holy Ghost, for wh'c 
there is no forgiveness. We hope it is. But we ha' 
110 reason, after reading the story of his inglorin"' 
past, to believe that Jehovah knows a contempts" 
attitude when he meets with it. T. H. E lstoF
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Acid Drops
ds ever to make the most of the gullible that 

to t])l>eUCe Sellt ŝ 't, the Sunday Dispatch calls attention 
Vu„oe, an.SWer given to the Day of National Prayer. (1) 

S aua ilas revolted against German dictation. (2) 
(3) In"r?ombers ilave been kept at home by bad weather. 
Tile \ ^  * Africa Keren and Harar have fallen. (4) 
this 3 16r ^le cilannel has prevented any invasion of 
batter'1]11)^'' ^  Mussolini’s Fleet has been caught and 
list [W *' °Ur b>attlesliips. That is quite an impressive 
f>0(i k° make us all go on our knees and thank

ior doing so much for so many.

Koiinn S','3er Secon(i thought step in and suggests. (1) 
bomber"13 an<̂  Hungary did not revolt. (2) German 
of pr„ s "  ere hejit at home by bad weather before the day 
places Y u  'nlt Perllal)s Hod never noticed it. (3) Other 
blasn] V * *x 'kore Keren and Harar, and the Government 
l)llr s n ” °USly attributed our success to the gallantry of 
tbanilel rerS’ sail°rs and airmen. (4) The weather in the 
]qUs. °. ,as often been unfavourable to an invasion. (5) 
llav fIni S ,lavy  was battered as seriously before the 

0 Grayer as it has been since. But the Sunday 
lar a c  ̂ evidently understands the mental quality of a 

6 Proportion of its readers.

is " %  (l°es God need so much information as to what 
it th Y Y 6*1 Him ? And if he can do so much, why is 
Hur0n 'e really ‘I068 so little ? Nearly the whole of 
SaHds f las been overcome by Hitlerism. Many tliou- 
an,| lnen have been killed, women have been raped 
da.,s 11 ‘Iren murdered. And God did nothing. We had 
fr0m " Prayer and in the end found reliable hope in help 
the ¡.I le United States. We keep watch and ward over 
take a,nnel, case Jove nods, and the Germans often 

a<Jvantage of God’s carelessness. Why does God 
Of a. " ay °f Prayer to tell him what he ought to know? 
notin'1 : tle do nothing for us unless we undertake a 
. " " I  grovel now and again? We wish the Dispatch 
du.,' an answer to these questions. Meanwhile the 
»he1,YViChant their old refrain, "  Let us Prey ” — with aug- 

Ued chorus.

hjj 0 deal elsewhere in this issue with the action of the 
■ he ’ and its efforts to control the opinions of those who 
n* ¿ T * «  b3r kb's semi-government corporation. But 
"■ tli * aP attempts to punish those who have opinions 
is „ " 'b id 1 some disagree, the evil of the B.B.C. policy 
■ ts laerely the character of those that it keeps out of 
Str ' crv*cei but the character of those whom it enlists. 
Pieir  ̂ !llen’ 111(5,1 who will defy consequences and speak 
ti(1)1 lainds, will always stand outside such an organiza-
orj,ers lhit there is the obedient mind, the waiter on 
opin' ’ ^'e PeoPle who have no ambition to express an 
t o ] ,] » °/ kheir own, but who slavishly do as they are 
ton kt is a selective process that places the worst at the 

a,,d the best at the bottom.

It
„,¿ 0  off the religious 
like'

ls a pity the B.B.C. cannot be induced to, for a time, 
influences that dominate it, and 

a plain and honest statement of policy. Something 
obe(lithe following, “ Come all ye of passive mind, and 
and 1 nt sonls> come all who are cunning and hypocritical 
Hi,. " c Will find you jobs. We will advertise you among 
rateY°Pke a” d the’ ease of your days shall be commensu- 
pr 0 y°ur docility. But for all who will not sustain the 
J'e > 1 framc °f mind, even while not in our employment, 
I , , ,  10 have opinions of your own and will express them, 

) ’ ye shall be cast into the outer darkness where 
riyment is scanty and advertisement small. And 

helj ?r Sbakl ye remain until ye repent and agree that our 
14 p * shall be yours. Be ye not misled by the idle talk 

■ cedoni and individual rights that now fills the
”f
sir. • .
\vljji "ere must be limits to every form of freedom, and 
Hi,,,.0. ye fovour 11s, our rulings shall be with you in the 
rt.tj ,llnK when you arise, and in the evening when you 
I’nt'1 t.° resk ”  One can dream these things happening, 
t„ L "’bile the Reithian influence remains we are not likely 

‘ °e so much honesty ‘ ‘ on the air.’’

foQuite naturally the religious press praises the B.B.C. 
fj Playing a part that they have no moral right to play. 
<iv'S °ne OUk °f several papers supports the B.B.C. 

'” g during school time every Friday morning a hymn

and the Lord’s prayer, in which the classes are asked to 
join. There is also a short morning service for the 
scholars. The British Weekly rejoices that as a conse­
quence ‘ ‘ for twenty minutes tens of thousands of children 
are linked together in this one act of common worship.”

Now this linking together is plainly not true. If there 
are any Roman Catholics, or Jews, or any children who 
are withdrawn from religious instruction, the service will 
not indicate unity; it will break the unity of school life 
bjr introducing a division of children into distant groups. 
It is the one lesson of the day in which they will not all 
join. Moreover, we are of opinion that this is a distinct 
violation of the law which provides that no religious 
lesson must be given save at the beginning or end of the 
morning or afternoon lessons. We hope that some notice 
will be taken in parliament by members who can rise 
above party interests. The B.B.C. is becoming a stand­
ing danger where freedom of thought is concerned. It is 
a monopoly that is very much at the command of vested 
interests and of religious interests in particular. We are 
fighting for freedom abroad. If we are not on the alert, 
we may lose much of it at home by the time this war is 
ended.

Christian impudence, where Christians can express 
themselves freeE, knows no bounds. Education, in 
its issue for March 21, cites an unnamed Berkshire Vicar, 
who proposes that people concerned in the appointment 
of teachers should be professing and practising 
Christians.” We are quite certain this Vicar is a real 
Christian, quite sincere in what he says. Most of the 
leaders are content with saying that the teachers who 
teach religion should be trustworthy Christians. But in 
both instances there is the same thing aimed at—religious 
tests for teachers.

The Head Master of Winchester School satisfies his 
sense of fairness by merely suggesting that “  at the head 
of every school should be a man who was a sincere 
Christian.’’ The outlook is not very promising for honest 
and conscientious teachers. But the teaching class as a 
whole will have themselves largely to blame if they one 
day find themselves being used as catspaws for parsons, 
and the quality of education lower than it is.

Mr. Heley-Hutchinson strongly objects to the B.B.C. 
preachers introducing politics into their preaching. lie 
has no apparent objection to politicians introducing re­
ligion into their politics, not even in Parliament, although 
they are not sent there for that purpose. But in such a 
matter a great many Members of the House of Commons 
regard themselves as licenced libertines. Anyway Mr. 
Hely-Hutchinson asked the Minister of Information if he 
would warn their parsons and parsonettes, arid Mr. Duff 
Cooper promised to look into the matter. Naturally, 
like the valuation agent of an insurance company whose 
post depends upon cutting down claims, the more Mr. 
Cooper can interfere with people the more important he 

.regards himself and his office.

But to be just to Mr. Hely-Hutchinson he did not, nor 
does Mr. Duff Cooper, wish to stop, parsons in general 
talking politics, but only such as talk politics with 
which these two do not agree. He says that some loyal 
subjects of His Majesty do not like to hear certain Eng- 
lish ways of life decried. They are gravely affronted. 
But provided these said parsons talk such jvolitics as Mr. 
Hely-Hutchinson agrees with, lie will raise no objection. 
But we can think of a fairly large number of English 
aspects of life that ought to be held to ridicule 
or denunciation. And among them would be individuals 
such as Mr. Hely-Hutchinson, who it appears believes 
that as we are fighting a war for the defence of democracy 
one of the first things is to stop people talking in a way 
that gives Mr. Hely Hutchinson grave offence.

The Bishop of Birmingham should look to his history. 
In the Birmingham Post he writes that “  we were the 
most politically stable country in the world. That 
stability gone, there will be furious oscillation between 
Fascism and Communism.” Bogy! Bogy! What of 
the lengthy quarrels in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries? What stability did these give to the country? 
If the Bishop will consider he will find that it is only be­
cause the multiplying religious sects could not agree
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and no one was strong enough to suppress the others that 
a compromise was arrived at, and a certain measure of 
liberty was given to each. The history of every country 
in the world is that given one sect in supreme command 
and tyranny, broken by periods of revolt, was a conse­
quence. He will also find that it was the secular State 
that sooner or later was forced to say to the sectarians 
‘ ‘ Enough!”  and to emphasize the common social in­
terests of all. And, but for the activity of the religious 
bodies in this country, we might have established a 
friendship with Russia that would have made this war 
almost an impossibility. There is no greater divisive 
force known to us that is greater than religion. It strains 
everything it touches.

In his The Nine Day’ s Wonder, Mr. Masefield tells the 
story of Dunkirk. And there is one curious and, to'us, 
puzzling phrase in it. What does it mean ? We have 
heard and passed such expressions as the wisdom of God, 
the goodness of God, and so forth—all questionable, but 
familiar. But the courage of God? On the authority of 
his representatives God can do as he pleases, no one can 
assault, no one can do him harm, and even though 
he delays getting his way he will certainly get 
his way in the end. Where, then, is the oppor­
tunity for courage? With the gods of old, there 
was, and with some of the gods of the present, there is 
room for the expression of courage because they had to 
fight other gods, and often some of them were badly 
beaten, even to the point of annihilation. But the 
Christian God ? He does not appear to have a chance of 
exhibiting courage. Patience, yes, for if he listens to the 
drivel set forth in his name and by its authoritative inter­
preters he must often feel inclined to refurbish some of 
the thunderbolts he once wielded and blow those preachers 
and writers out of existence. But courage; Where does 
that come in ?

Writing the above makes us feel that, if there is a 
God, he will not forget that among all the religious, semi­
religious and ordinary journals, the Freethinker always 
protested against the slanders of his followers. We never 
said that Dunkirk—which brought us near to disaster, 
that diseases, or earthquakes, etc., were marks of his dis­
pleasure. We have even protested against the slander on 
God’s common sense contained in the belief that God 
“ called ”  the clergy to their jobs. God’s judgment 
should not be so belittled without having evidence of the 
most convincing character.

The Bishop of Bradford has been saying things, none 
of them very brilliant or very new, but some of the things 
he has said are causing uneasiness. One saying is that 
politics is the art by which men live, and is therefore a 
branch of ethics; and because of this the Church has a 
right to interfere. Wc agree, but it has no greater right 
to interfere than has any other association or any indi­
vidual. As is usual with theologians, the Bishop says 
something with which all may agree, in order to cover. 
something which lie does not say, but means. For what 
he means is that the Church, because it is the Church, 
speaks with an authority that ordinary men and ordinary 
associations do not possess. And that is simply false. 
It can only be true to those who believe in the rule of 
society by the Ju-Ju man.

But the Bishop has raised serious qualms in the minds 
of even Churchmen. He says that the Church of England 
is “ predominantly composed of Conservatives and of 
people who are defenders of the status quo.”  It is this 
that has seriously disturbed many people—not because it 
is not true, but because it is an awkward thing to say. 
Yet everyone knows it is true. In spite of the individuals 
who may be’ cited as members of the Church who arc 
also liberal-minded, and may. even lie classed among 
earnest reformers, the Bishop’s statement covers a large 
majority of the upholders of the Church of England. 
These are not merely numerous; they also include a 
large and very influential proportions of legislators and 
men in positions to ‘ ‘ pull strings.”  And when wc try 
any reform of seriously radical character, then is the time 
that this powerful section goes into action.

This fact, noted by the Bishop of Bradford, goes a little 
further than the class we have named. It extends to very
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ordinary people who wield only the influence of 1111111 0f 
It requires little study of people to realize how ulUC ̂  i0 
the gratification felt by “ common ”  folk of belong111« s 
the Church of England is the fact that they are gtt. 
of a body made up “ predominantly ”  of titled and 1  ̂
ential people. That feeling is not so strong as it w e 
the days of our youth, but it is still active. To 
within the ambit of those carrying titles, from the 
downward, still causes a large number to feel that 
are somehow in touch with greatness, without any r 
cuce whatever to personal worth. And it is with these 
confessed influences that the reformer has always 
reckon.

How the mighty have fallen! A.t one tune no gj ^
name than that of Paley featured in Christian Evide 

• J • a it vv**5His work had to be read in our Universities, ana ^
cited far and wide as almost the greatest of all al,L 
getics. One hardly hears of him these 
thoroughly has the Freethought attack thrown him 
his vaunted pedestal. In an article in a religious Pa‘ t̂. 
the writer refers to him as “ William Raley, an CT t 
eentli century divine, Archdeacon of Carlisle, anc ■ 
author of some overrated theological works," as ^  
temptuous a reference as has ever emanated from a 
pised Freethought critic. And what happened to F‘ ^ 
has happened, and is happening, to greater men ‘ 
he ever was. It is, in fact, difficult to name any 1 
logical divine of the nineteenth century who has • 
vived the deadly Freethought analysis and critic1’ 
And the twentieth century theologians are all going 
same way.

Catholics in America have been revising their veri,1‘)jlC 
known as the Douai, of the New Testament. Up to 
present, the English translation has been pronounced  ̂
successive Popes as the veritable word of God wl,lC 
must not be changed—though it has, as a matter of m ’ 
been changed a number of times. But some very 1,1.  ̂
esting changes have taken place in the new edition wl11̂  
is being published in the IJ.S.A. The word C al'’11 j 
disappears, for example; in its place we have “  Place 
the Skull.’ The well-known ending of Matthew “ Goi'1--1 
therefore, teach ye all nations, etc.,’ ’ is now “  Go" j 
therefore, make disciples of all nations, etc.’ ’ The "  
‘ ‘ penny ” in the parable of the labourers in vineyard 
changed into “ denarius” ; the governor of Judea is 11‘,,. 
the “ procurator ’ ’ ; the Holy Ghost is the Holy "Spir,t j 
and many venerated “  antiquarianisms ”  have ',<1L 
dropped. The differences arc, of course, only those ^ 
tween Tweedledum and Tweedledee—but they had to 
made. Whether thejT will be accepted by all Catho“ 
remains to lie seen.

A few days ago the papers announced the death of ‘ 
lady, due to enemy action. It seems that this lady sol1" 
years ago had contracted a friendship with the Sultan 0 
Johore, and at one time it was said that marriage was ,l1' 
tended. The papers announce that she died leaving 1111 
estate of ^12,333. We do not remember the matter of 
relation to the Sultan, and we are informed by the Stt1‘ 
day Dispatch that the matter ‘ ‘intrigued the-world R1 
more than three years.”  ‘ ‘ The world’’ ! What worm. 
Surely a world that could be intrigued for three wh0*. 
years with the question whether the Sultan would niarU 
the lady or not, must have been a world worth neithc’ 
saving nor damning. Probably the only world tUa 
cared a damn about the matter was the empty-head^ 
section of “  Society ’’ and their counterpart in the rest 0 
the world that only lacked money to be taken into t'u 
more fashionable section. But what a light that dfC" 
throw on our civilization !

A short paragraph in the Sunday Times dealing 'vli*' 
“  Boy’s Bloods,”  of which we read a large number 1,1 
our boyhood days, is headed by the ingenious press mail''' 
who must have something startling for a headline— “ P1’ 
carnardined Blood.”  Now to incardine anything ,!! 
simply to redden it. We believe it is to Shakespeare tba 
we owe the word, and he, of course, used it in its propel 
sense. He said “  The multitudinous seas incarnadine- 
It will be found in Macbeth. That is correct. One ca11 
incardinc the sea, that is make it red with blood. B11* 
how does one redden red ? Or what colour is hum?11 
blood but red ?
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TO CORRESPONDENTS

B.

t I T *
, II’.i'hinkkr ”  War Damage F und.— C. H. Drewry

W 2S-‘ Lt.-Col T. C. Rowland Hill, ios. 6d.; F. S. 
Lawes, ys.

Thompson.'—Our difficultŷ  in recognizing “ God’s ” 
,uul 111 the Bible, is that we have no other writing of his 

tiolch W0ltld enable us to decide the matter. Such ques- 
s can be decided only by comparison. That is the 

js !s being a one-volume author. If the work before us 
impressive, it may be a mere flash in the pan. if pure 
ocy that may be only an aberration. And from all we 

literar there are no great opportunities there for
j ary .exercises. The only' book we can recall as being in 
. , 11 ls the book in which the heavenly registrar-general

R , ,erS our S°°d and bad deeds. 
thin~-TAGUE'— 1̂0Pe we deserve at least some of the kind

S. G. Leach.—Many thanks ; will be
&s you say.

•Hockinson and
useful.

—We do not think that those who disagree with 
tei |lre 6V̂  men.” But we do realize that mere good in- 
t] ons are not enough. History and experience teach 
dan an energetic, well-intentioned fool is quite as 

jj  ̂Serous as a scoundrel endowed with intelligence.
us ■ ER̂ '—dry us'ng the word “ fiction” where Jeans 
j  Symbol,” and you will get the real character of his 
lira yi • ®ymhols stand as a

. "ngs in themselves. Our modern would-be scientific
’uveiits a symbol pointing to something, then disre- 

Us the “ something ” and hangs on to the symbol. It 
e<3ual to a man has

as proi
the r.IKK’T ^ e are pleased to hear of your warm interest in

writing in his memorandum book that he 
not âi<̂ J°'ln Smith ten pounds, and then producing the 

e as proof that the debt has been cancelled
Kirk.—\
Freethinker. We hope it will never grow/weaker.

A \y'V 3S ear*y as Possible.
¡(1 ' PAVIES.—Cannot say whether there is any more in the 
 ̂ “entity of names than a mere coincidence. 

offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular 
H i!cty Limited, are now at 6S Farringdon Street, London, 

•4- 'telephone: Central 1367.

Kirk.—Will look up the points raised and let you

h
!? Freethinker l‘sh ■ will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
0' m S Office at the following rates {Horne and Abroad) 

0 r ie yei*r, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
0,Crs !or literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
q le Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E-C-4, 

\l>hg not Ore Editor.
n̂ n. l̂e services of the National Secular Society in con- 

'ion teffh Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
Ho’,lcations should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H. 

I * « « .  gluing as long notice as possible. 
g are notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, Londo 
in s'4’ hy the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plum s

eCll).Vl11!? to the uncertainty of the war situation the Ex- 
"'itli'0 ^le ^ at'onal Secular Society, after consultation 

^'e ^ranchesi is arranging for the Conference to he 
Vj ln London. Any arrangement made for the pro- 
Ill( U s niight be impossible of fulfilment at the last 
t], lllt”11t. That might happen in the case of London, but 
djjt Sec'tns a little more hope there than elsewhere. The 
in 1 Conference will be as usual, Whit-Sunday, and
iiif "e C0llrse Branches and individual members will be 

111 uied of the final arrangements.

p]en these days of upsets and irregular posts, we are 
*° have received, within two days, copies of our 

/j ,.’'hiking contemporaries overseas. The first, the 
^ l°halist (New Zealand) is as bright and effective as 
if 1V a.n<t leads off with a timely article on “ The Failure 
t0 Religious Training.” That article will be of interest 
in t/ 't’sh readers, in view of the lying tales of the clergy, 
jUv u;'r drive for the Christianizing of the schools, as to 
in/ ’hle delinquency being due to want of religious train- 
SoK‘ a matter of fact, juvenile delinquency was never 
* /rent as when the clergy had complete control of what 
c L' called schools. It was the breakdown of the religious 
cel',' r°l 1-hat led to State action. Even had the taking of 
,iu^ ti°n  led to an increase in delinquency it would say 
tig. ° ôr i-he quality of religious influence that directly 
x,, Parson-cum-policeman control was removed character
^Sened.

The second of our exchanges is the New York Truth- 
seeker, now publishing its sixty-eighth volume. It is 
still carrying on the old fight with as great determina­
tion as ever. Like all other Freethought journals it could 
never boast of sailing in calm seas under sunny skies. It 
has gone its way with dogged determination, and we hope 
it will continue to do so for many years. If one could 
visualize all that these many years of fighting has in­
volved, and if we could appreciate the influence it must 
have had on the American peoples, he would, as we do—  
in spirit—pay this oldest of existing Freethinking 
journals the tribute of his unstinted admiration.

The other journal to hand is the Indian monthly, 
Reason. This is issued by the Rationalist Association of 
India, issued monthly with articles written in a scholarly 
manner. Naturally, its articles on religion have immedi­
ate reference to India, but that word covers so vast a 
territory that it includes all forms of religious belief from 
the most primitive— the truest—form of religion, to the 
most modern—the most confused and the most dishonest. 
India offers a first-class field for the study of religion, 
and it is good to find that Freethought is, as in this 
country, making headway.

MAZZINI TO ITALY 
(Written in 1835)

Look at Italy ! In art there is neither progress nor any 
chance of ptogress, save by revolution. Tyranny has 
raised an impenetrable wall along her frontier. A triple 
army of spies, of customs officers, and of constabulary, 
hold nightly and daily vigil to prevent the circulation of 
thought. Mutual instruction is prescribed. The uni­
versities are closed and enslaved. The penalty of death 
hangs not only over those who post clandestinely, but 
over those who possess or read the forbidden bbok.

The introduction of independent foreign newspapers is 
forbidden. Intelligence perishes in infancy for want of 
nourishment. Young men sell their faith for self-indul­
gence, or waste their strength in fits of barren cynicism. 
. . . They oscillate between Don Juan and Timon. And 
privileged souls, souls afire for Right, let their light go 
out and perish. Who, I ask again, shall give progress to 
the People? Who shall give it to Poland, who lies in 
equal case ? Who shall give it to Germany ?

Insurrection : I see for these people no other possible 
counsel; insurrection, strenuous, ubiquitous, the insur­
rection of the masses, the holy war of the oppressed, the 
republic to make republications. . . . We speak here 
specially for those who lie at the base of the European 
social system. . . . We speak for all because all are in- 
dispensible elements of the European commonwealth that 
is to be—because above and beyond the special mission 
which each is called upon to fulfil on earth, there is a 
common mission which embraces all humanity. . . .

Nations are initiated into the worship of liberty by the 
sufferings of servitude. They have endured beyond 
words ; when they rise they will grow beyond all imagina­
tion, to a giant’s statue. Every tear taught them truth. 
. . . They have drained the cup to the dregs. Nothing 
is left to them but to break it to pieces.

What then is to be done ?
Preach ! Fight ! Act !

TO THE MEN QF THE FORCES
Au, men joining any branch of the military or naval ser­
vices, and who have no definitely religious belief, have 
the legal right to register as Atheist, Agnostic, Free­
thinker, or Rationalist, without giving any explanation 
whatsoever. If they are already registered under some 
religious heading they have the legal right to apply for 
a suitable alteration. If difficulties are put in the way of 
their avowal being registered as requested, appeal should 
be made to the superior officer. The armed forces will be 
the better for men placing a value upon intellectual in­
tegrity.

Should difficulties be experienced, or the rjght to be 
registered as desired refused, a man joining any branch of 
the services is justified in refusing to sign what to him 
is a false declaration, and information should be forwarded 
to the General Secretary, National Secular Societv, 68 
Farringdon Street, London, E C.4.
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Plain Issues
(Or, Puzzles for a Gulliver)

Religion, which had its beginnings in the animism of 
primitive man, has, in the course of time, been crys­
tallized into the variety of creeds which confronts us 
at the present day. These are not only conflicting or 
contradictory, but they contain within themselves 
diversity of opinion, which has led to their sepa­
ration into different Churches and to the formation of 
many religious denominations outside their jurisdic­
tion. In Great Britain, we have the Church of Eng­
land, the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Noncon­
formist Churches of various denominations, some on 
a large scale, and representing many shades of thought 
and belief (among which Unitarianism is the nearest 
to the Freethought position), and sects large and 
small, too numerous to name. Abroad, in the Vati­
can, we have the headquarters, political and ecclesi­
astical, of Roman Catholicism, based on the earliest 
Christian traditions, and with an organization whicn 
secures for it a powerful footing, educational and 
otherwise, in countries where it has been superseded 
by Protestantism.* And the Greek Church covers 
another area.

From all this more or less contentious activity, we 
can only conclude that more strife has occurred in 
connexion with Christianity than can be laid at the 
door of any other of the great world religions, in spite 
of values which have become associated with it. And 
history shows how often fervent religious beliefs can 
be associated with or provocative of much that we 
should now regard as criminal.

I11 this relation, it must lie emphasized that many 
social reforms and standards of ethical progress to 
which religion now lays claim— a claim which is being 
strongly pushed forward in the press to-day, and finds 
its full outlet in the Times— are due to secular and 
scientific enlightenment.

To realize the truth of this, we need only look back 
to the social and penal conditions which were 
tolerated and never opposed by the State Church of 
this country. It was not religious but social agitation 
which led to the Reform Bill of 1832, and opened the 
way to a better social and political era, even if this 
leaves much to be desired and is still feeling its way.

This is, however, something of a digression from a 
closer view of religion itself which shows a feature 
shared in common by all religious beliefs, whether it i- 
attempted to bring them into touch with what Julian 
Huxley calls the scientific attitude, or in the simpler 
and perhaps purer form of just a personal faith. That 
feature is the claim to divine and superhuman revela­
tion.

If a Gulliver were wrecked upon the shores of this 
modern Eiliput, lie would find himself faced, not by 
“  priests’ and lawyers’ ”  ignorance of languages, but 
by clerical confusion of thought and by their avoid­
ance of plain issues. These are many and of much 
diversity. Prominent among them is the legendary 
character of much that is associated, not only with 
other religions, but with Christiarity and the Bible. 
There is any quantity of writing on these lines, both 
in the Old and New Testaments, and also much that is 
objectionable, especially in the Old Testament, from 
any decent point of view. The press at the present 
day, and especially the Times, is full of correspond­
ence from eminent Clerics, Schoolmasters and other 
laymen, who claim that the education of the young in 
the Christian religion should be a mail) feature in 
schools, “  provided ”  or otherwise, and that teachers 
should be specially trained to give this.

* The “ religions divisions of Papist and Protestant ” are 
parodied in Gulliver’s Voyage to Liliput as Small-endians 
and Ilig-eiulians, in the controversy as to which side of an 
egg should he broken first.

In this relation, a Gulliver might well a sk : E  • 
proposed, at this date, to hand on to children in 
most impressionable years, and in connexion 
moral education, fables often of doubtful morality ; 
worse, which belong to the credulous and uncritic‘ 
ages of faith ? As they have now lost any value t e' 
had, should they go hand in hand with ethical e<*û  
lion, such as will stand the intelligence of later 
and afford it firmer ground for conduct?

Some non-clerical views on moral teaching fQ1 ^'e 
young, follow here.

About two years ago, a teacher who might not WlS 
her name mentioned, wrote :—  .

As a teacher in a slum district, I was permittee 
an advanced Head Teacher to give a moral lesŜ  
once a week, and I can testify tc the value of 
instruction in promoting a good tone amongst 
children and in aiding better manners. Time g1' 
to these moral questions teaching the children 
duties of every-day life has far better results on c 1 
acter than the present religious lessons.

She followed this experience of her own 
some particulars from other teachers who have taiG 
on the same lines : — ¿.11£

The lessons proved an easy method of winning l .̂  
interest and co-operation of a class o f boys famous  ̂
the neighbourhood for their roughness and lack 
discipline. The results that could be noted after 
few months were :—

1. A marvellous improvement in the general 1)C 
haviour and a more cheerful and ready obedience.

2. Playground squabbles less frequent; selfish’10̂  
and jealousy less to the fore.

3. ' A marked improvement in punctuality—hoy 
who had never been known to be early were ®eU 
found missing from their places at nine.

4. A keener sense of, personal duty and resp0” ^ 
bility in each boy, and of his importance in settn 
an example to others.

Another teacher writes : —
For more than four years, the writer has give®' 

weekly lesson to a mixed class of about 40 p®P*;'’
whose ages vary from thirteen to fifteen years. The

teaching is wholly for good in its effect on the cln ^ 
ren. This is unmistakably indicated by the impro' 
ment in the tone of the class . . . some of the m0̂  
treasured possessions are letters written to me by Pil!’ 
pupils, and more than one makes mention of t 
helpfulness of the lesson.

But if a Gulliver, searching for something ifl°r 
definite concerning creeds and clerics than s®c ' 
vague statements as “  education in the Christi®" 
faith,”  and what that faith is and is not, consulted thc 
columns of the Times, he would find in the same issUe’ 
January 31, 1941, a letter bearing the signature of 
mo Cantuar, and in another column the report of ■' 
speech delivered by Hitler ‘ ‘to a Party gathering in thc 
Berlin Sportpalast ”  on January 30, under the Tii,lC' 
heading, “  The Decisive Phase.”

In the letter headed by the Times, “  The Cliristi®'1 
Tradition,” we read : —

There is still in our midst a strong Christian trad' 
tion. But it cannot be effective, or even long co®' 
tinue in the face of the dangers which threaten '*•’ 
unless it is based on an intelligent understanding 0 
what the Christian faith really is

And the report of Hitler’s speech ends with thc 
words : —

It was the Germans’ firm conviction and faith tliri 
they would achieve victory, and it would be the'1 
prayer that God Almighty would not forsake the®1'

Again in his speech at Munich, February 2, IlitR1 
claims or assumes that “  Providence ”  has blessed a®1 
will bless their side of the ‘ ‘struggle.”  Some famih®1 
words from Shakespeare, which readers may quote f° 
themselves, may spring to mind here.)

(Continued on foot of next column)



THE FREETHINKERApr»< 6, i 94I 165

The Priestly State Within the 
State

fIR ultimate aim of the papacy is for it to be a world- 
'! .e’ theocratic, totalitarian State centred in Rome, 
no!' ^'e ^ope as absolute dictator of all people. It is 

yet world-wide, but it definitely claims to be <1 
1 .t e > and perfect and sovereign State, and its 

tismtltUti0n definitely totalitarian, and the absolu- 
q dle Pope is based on a plain assertion that he is 
juri 1' V̂Ce rc£'en*: forr the earth, and therefore his 

lcti°n extends to everybody and covers all their 
t] *Vltles> even their thinking. Theologically and 
com ?tiCaHy the fabric of this “ S tate”  was made 
{J . e t e  only in 1870, when the doctrines of Papal In- 
t0 1 and Absolute Obedience of All the Faithful 
Jos ^0pe were promulgated. There was some 
mSUf a l  economy of truth in this promulgation. Tre- 
and* °US pubbcdy was given to the Infallibility stunt 

the Obedience doctrine was kept in the back- 
as much as possible, and, so to speak, insertedĵ ound

had 1C ^ r'c whilst the dupes who live in the fabric 
their attention elsewhere. The dupes were 

of 1 an orffy °f gratification at the possession
thî i '"fallible ”  head, so that they had not time to 
(]1 1 about the other doctrine which made them in 
Sceory the merest chattels of the hierarchy. The 
a|} u was merely inserted in an arranged moment of 
C(jSl:I1Ce °f mind of the laity. The tightening up 

1 d he done later at leisure with small turns of the 
Uin" tbat would hardly be felt. Let it be distinctly 
cIi; - t ° ° d  however that membership of the Papist 
t0Urcb d°es mean and entail that the member agrees 
lute <l05!na or doctrine that puts him or her in abso- 

e subjection to a dago priest in Rome.
q ben our Anglo> Saxon forefathers accepted Roman 

tolicism the totalitarian absolutism of the papacy 
ins n°t a theological dogma. The church was still 
'< . 1Cory an oligarchy of bishops, and the Pope was 

lrst among equals.”  But the Popes had set out on 
0fU °ng long trail to dictatorship. The whole body 
t)̂  hnests were full of the germs of swelled head and 
v aggrandisement of their caste was part of their 
j ry nature. It is one of the almost unbelievable 
dCts °f history how priests were so lost to patriotismand

the
Seeius

racial pride, and entered so wholeheartedly into 
ambitions of the Popes of Rome. The reason
s to be that the aggrandisement of the priestly 

e was to a large extent identical with the ag- 
^ ‘Uidisement °f the Popes. Bishops in different 
c "'tries were liable to vary in their interests, and a 

"tralization of authority strengthened the caste as a 
,(l l0ie and, vis-a-vis the numerous secular States, en- 

' c*d the theocratic caste to “  divide and rule.”
"ring the Anglo Saxon period the Church ad-I)

‘ "Ced in wealth and numbers and, of course, made 
. avours to forward the “  State within a State,” 

is the first stage towards the ‘ ‘theocratic State,”\bieh i:
ab.
foil,'Ove secular States,”  and which they hope will be

owed by the destruction of all secular States, and
b'e establishment of a totalitarian theocratic State. It
°°bs as if the Anglo Saxon Kings had some sus- 
‘lci°ris of the parasites’ ambitions, for they definitely

(Continued from preceding column)

?Uch utterances as these, and there are many of 
'°"h show how the same religion can be used to 

'’""it in opposite directions, and to serve different 
°"ds.

A"d the conclusion is that psychology in its many 
'Llous phases, and not any cut and dried theology, 

as could be handed on to the mind of a child, is 
le Underlying factor in religious faith and beliefs.

Maud Simon

assumed the position of being the bosses of the 
church in their own realm. It must be remembered 
that in those days Kings had a quasi ‘ ‘ecclesiastical ”  
position as “  the Lord’s anointed,”  and therefore a 
Divine Right to rule. Even to this day the corona­
tion ceremony of English Kings makes the King all 
but a priest. The position the Anglo Saxon Kings 
took can be stated in their own words. King Edgar 
the Pacific told the arrogant churchman, Dunstan, 
that “  the King of England held the sword of C011- 
tantine and was, in his own dominions, the Lord’s 
Husbandman, the Pastor of pastors, and the repre­
sentative of Christ on earth.”  The laws of Edward 
the Confessor st^te that “  the King is the Vicar of the 
Supreme King and is constituted to this end, that 
he should rule the people of the Lord and the Holy 
Church.”  No truckling to the papacy here.

When William the Conqueror became King the 
Papacy had stepped up its impudence to a great 
height. Pope Gregory VII. demanded fealty from 
William, saying that he (the Pope) was empowered to 
give or to take away Empires, Kingdoms, Principali­
ties, and whatsoever mortals can possess ( !) William 
refused and said his predecessors (the Anglo Saxon 
Kings) had made no fealty. William enforced his 
supremacy over the Church. Homage was exacted 
from bishops as from barons. No papal letters could 
be received into the realm without his permission. 
But he made an arrangement whose development he 
could hardly have foreseen. The law courts of the 
realm took cognisance of all citizens including laity 
and priests. Among the latter, cases were those of an 
ecclesiastical nature and, for mere convenience as it 
would seem, William arranged for courts which should 
specialize on ecclesiastical cases. The priests wangled 
these courts to their own purposes. Priests were 
gradually withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the 
civil courts and the ecclesiastical courts gradually en­
croached on the territory of the civil courts.

Within a hundred years the priests had practically 
wangled themselves out of the common law and com­
mitted secular crimes with impunity. Conditions be­
came so scandalous that a crisis came. The Govern­
ment tried to adjust matters so that priests should be 
amenable to the law of the land, and the archbishop 
and bishops made to sign the “ Constitutions of Clar­
endon.”  But the Archbishop (Becket) had the dis­
honest impudence to repudiate his bond and defiantly, 
definitely and deliberately challenge the secular 
Government and assert that the Church was above 
the State and the State must acknowledge its inferi­
ority. “  The Lord,”  he said, “  has established two 
powers, princes and priests, the first earthly, the 
second spiritual, the first to obey, the second to com­
mand.”  “  Tell him” (the King), “ It is no dis­
honour to submit to those to whom God himself 
defers, calling them gods in the sacred writings. For 
thus He speaks, “ I have said you arc gods” ; and again; 
“  Thou shalt take nothing from the gods, that is, 
the priests . . . the King may not judge his judges 
(the priests).”  Acting quite openly on those prin­
ciples Becket set out to reduce the Crown to an in­
feriority under the Archbishopric of Canterbury. He 
said to the Earls of Leicester and Cornwall and other 
noblemen, “  The child may not judge the father. The 
King may not judge me nor may you judge me. I 
will be judged under God by the Pope alone.”  “  The 
King’s weapon can indeed kill the body, but mine 
can send a man to hell.”  In this last statement is 
the very thing on which papist priests base their 
power. Take that away and they are naught. The 
commonest way by which priests “  send a man to 
hell ”  (or at least put him in danger of it, if he does 
not repent and pay the fine) is by "  excommunica­
tion,”  that is by cutting him off from membership 
with the Church. In Becket’s time the people were 
so sodden with this superstitious fear of hell that ex-
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communication was a very formidable weapon indeed. 
For a man cut off from the Church was cut off from 
everybody*. Anybody who traded with him, even 
spoke to him or gave him food to prevent him dying 
from starvation, was automatically excommunicated. 
Becket threw about his excommunications freely; it 
was like throwing spanners and rivets into machinery. 
Confusion was introduced into every department of 
the realm. If it had gone on, the law of England 
would have been reduced to an archbishop’s edicts 
and crown, baronage and people made dependent on 
the absolute will of the Archbishop. The aristocracy 
at least were not going to stand for such priestly im­
pudence . . . four knights went # to Canterbury 
Cathedral and split the traitor’s skull for him whilst 
he stood on the steps of his own high altar, and one 
of them in emphasis scrabbled the brains out of the 
skull and spread them over the floor. They were a 
fierce crowd in those days. (1170 C.E.)

Well, the irregular execution of Becket had one 
good result— the parasites never again raised their 
challenge to the nation to such a height. They would 
have liked to, no doubt; but they remembered. Yet 
they did turn Becket’s death to advantage. They 
had his body working miracles in no time— thereby 
proving he was a “  saint,”  and they stampeded the 
proletariat by telling them they were all in danger of 
hell because of the murder. When the big battalions 
get into a panic there is no stopping them. The 
priests dug themselves in still further, and actually 
got many of the things which the Constitutions of 
Clarendon tried to prevent, embodied in Magna 
Charta. They did not again attempt supremacy over 
the crown and country, but they practically got their 
“  State within a State.”  The nation was always 
more or less restless under the arrangement, and fre­
quently drastic measures and legislation were taken 
to curb the priests. In 1297, Archbishop Winchelsey 
could still have the impudence to tell the Govern­
ment “  that though they (the clergy) had both a 
Spiritual Lord and a Temporal, the Pope and the 
King, and though they owed both obedience, yet they 
were under more subjection to the Pope.”  The 
occasion was a tax imposed on them by the Govern­
ment; the Pope had told them not to pay, and they 
had refused to pay. Had they to be allowed im­
munity from taxation? The Government acted 
swiftly and fiercely. The clergy were outlawed and 
threatened with confiscation of all their wealth. They 
came to heel. They remembered Becket.

But though the Government never, as far as we 
know, admitted overlordship of the Pope, yet in 
actuality the “  State within the State ”  was largely 
governed from Rome and sent in tribute what was 
really a very large portion of the national income. At 
last, however, the nation would stand the indignity 
110 longer. Statutes passed in 1533 and 1534 cleared 
out the Pope, stating plainly that “  the Pope of Rome 
hath no jurisdiction in this realm.”  Except for a 
very brief lapse in the reign of Bloody Mary the Pope 
has been an outsider (legally) ever since. But re­
member that the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829 
was essentially an admission of the conspiracy again. 
Papists are always traitors. They are to-day 
engaged in an attempt to re-establish a papist 
State within our State. They are in the first 
stage, which is the making of a papist enclave in our 
midst. We have with criminal carelessness allowed 
them to have their own schools, where they can keep 
their chattels separate from loyalist patriotic in­
fluence and atmosphere. We have allowed them to 
import Irish chattels to increase their numbers. We 
have, as in so many spheres, neglected the lessons of 
history. It is time, high time, that we dealt with this 
already established cancer in our body politic.

C. R. Boyd Freeman

A Light that Failed and Another 
Light that Dawns

Before me as I write lie thirteen remarkable
written by a remarkable woman, and making 
of a most serious and remarkable character.

claims
These

thirteen letters were sent to me in the year 18831 and

each one is written in the handwriting of the S'.eiidei

and signed by her, one Mary Ann Girling, 
paraded England and Wales for over twenty Ye 
with a band of dancing— singing and shivering 
Shakers, and was known as the Mother of 
Shakers.

The subject matter of these letters and the lnann  ̂
of their coming to me should prove interesting t0 
readers of rare and curious off-side history.

Alxmt sixty years ago, while the present writer w 
living in the City of Bristol, in the West of Engkn’ ĵ 
the hoardings were covered with announcements 
the world would soon come to an end, but that 
might be saved if they would but attend the meeb® 
to be addressed/ by this remarkable woman,
Mary Ann Girling. The meetings were held in , 
larger Colston Hall, and the present writer atten£ L 
three of them. There were present about 3>0<\ 
people who, like myself, had been drawn mostly 01 
of curiosity.

Mrs. Girling came on to the platform acconipan*etj 
by her followers, numbering some thirty persons 0 
all ages, but mostly women. Mrs. Girling ivaS 
portly, but comely woman of some forty-five years'"1 
pleasant, homely, motherly face, but somewhat 
dened down with the weight of her mission.

The meetings started with the singing of a hymn 0 
the ordinary type, and was accompanied by the tone* 
of a harmonium played by a tall, thin, black haire1’ 
blue-eyed earnest young man of about twenty-nve 
years of age. He had a strong but very tuneful voic® 
and led the singing very effectively. After the ms 
hymn, Mrs. Girling offered up a long and seri°ns 
prayer. Another hymn and a portion of Script^  
from our common Bible. More singing and then a l011" 
address by the Leader and Mother of the Shaker*' 
Mrs. Girling. In this sermon, she made it quite plal11 
who she was, and what was the nature of her mlS 
sion. The grand old world that we had such trust 11 
was speedily to come to an end by the return of b’e 
once despised Jesus. But none of us need despair f°f 
the Almighty God had commissioned her to stand ;lr' 
the, second Messiah, and that all the world could 
saved through her— but through her only, and th>* 
was the only chance that was to be vouchsafed— there 
was no time to be lost, God in his glory and his hob 
angels might come at any moment. She pointed °11 
that the times of ignorance God had winked at, b" 
now he had commanded all men to repent and believe- 
She had been appointed by special instruction by Co( 
himself to deliver this terrible yet hopeful message’ 
and it would be the last before the general break-id1 
of the grand old wicked world. Another hymn, ,l 
collection taken up, and then during the singing 
of several more hymns there followed Some 
dramatic and stirring scenes.

Three or four of the members of this strange sec| 
came forward to the front of the stage, and in a Ion* 
voice began to talk in strange languages— which none 
nresent could gather the sense or meaning of. Mrs- 
Girling annorrnced that it was the gift of Tongues, 
and would be necessary in those days when all the 
world should gather to her mission to be saved. The'1 
further sensation followed by several of the other 
women suddenly starting up dancing, yelling- 
screeching and whirling round like spinning tops, ana 
the whole scene became one mad, wild, uncontrolb 
able mass of confusion.

They continued to shimmer-shake, dance, yell an̂
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on̂ 'i l̂ey became exhausted and fell prostrate 
!jreatlT ^ a*̂ orm’ foaming, sweating and panting for

w‘ fter awhile, by the application of sips of cold 
a er from glasses, they one and all gradually 'came 
aL  to " le normal and the meeting closed.

le same thing occuired on the other two occa- 
'ons of my visit. After this I never saw them again,

but
the

merely heard of them from time to time through
newspapers.

»/ 3̂St bad a rather nasty jar, one of their 
lie !!')CrS bad fallen ill, and the parent responsible 
L‘R ected or refused to call in a doctor, and the child 

sl<Tened and died.
jjr ‘lv*ng obtained their address I wrote to the leader, 
w'u telling her of my earlier experiences
bef' aCr ® ss'on in the City of Bristol, many years 
»p, 0re> and expressed my regrets at their mishap.

len followed these thirteen letters that now lie on 
%  deskI

answer to my request that she should confide in 
e 'be whole story of her life, and the details of her 
'ssion and its inception, she kindly answered con- 

eatmg to do so.
' ls an extradordinary story. I will let her speak 

cj lerself, save for the mistakes in grammar, atro- 
, i -  bandwriting and errors of spelling— of which I

Al: , Sive only one sample.. In referring to the
atl'.ni«hty Father she spells the word with a small f, 

thus— fATH ER— strange to say that this mis-
°ccurs thirteen times throughout these thirteen

take
Otters.
^Otherwise her story is plain and straightforward. 

Writes; “  One morning, as 1 was just about to 
l °Wnstairs on my ordinary weekly washing, sud- 
-v tbe bedroom filled with a glowing light, and I 

A"<1 a voice calling my name— I turned to see who 
,,r'’Vas that spoke, and beheld it was God himself who 
t() °b before me in his own person. He pointed out 
J ’',’c that I had all the marks of the crucifixion on 
„ • body, as a sign that I was to represent the female

of1 " t of Qq̂  on t^is earth— as Jesus was the male part 
the 1 was the female part. He was brighter than
Me
as

’Qsti

s,ln at noon, and he called me daughter, and gave 
bower to receive all the world through to salvation 

the( second Messiah on Earth. I found myself en- 
°Ped in the glory from which the voice came, and 
a"tly I was changed and my whole being became 

> °f the living God. 
tf,r vantured to write her and suggest that any doc- 
tb 'V°'ild have readily explained to her the cause of 
fje marks on her body which she had had from birth, 
jj. Wotild also have easily convinced her how simple 
p0'v?s to obsess one’s mind with an idea till it was 
j^ b le  to have a vision such as she had related to me 
thi 6r Otters. I put it to her kindly, that the whole 
th,r'S’ 'Vas Preposterous and foolish, and did she not 

it would be much better for her to be at home 
boli1 ° bosom of her family in the comforts of house- 

, duties— rather than be living in that crude and
'bbazard style in which she now found herself?
( ° which she replied :

o  ̂ have told you the truth about myself, and 
b,,! s appearances to me— it was no dream or vision, 
l;ii a real presence— I had two lovely children by my 
beV ” 1 husband— a girl and a boy. These children 

V'luig bathed in my love, for I knew7 not how to con- 
'be power of it within me. I have my son with 

tli ll0'v> he is twenty-seven years old now— and I am 
S(A VV̂ e no man since God’s visit to me. On his 
* * *  visit to me, God told me to leave all and go 
„ er* he sent me. This was a hard task, for I loved 
ilr husband and my children— but I decided to give

—and God told me that he would come to judge 
Whole world in my day. At his third visit to me, 

t(1 assured me that all__  __ __  _ the world could be saved
rcnJRh me as the female part of God, as I was not

only mother to all, but daughter and wife to himself. 
He had prepared my body by nature to show the 
world that I was the woman side of God— His real 
self on earth— Thus Jesus Christ was the father and 
mother humanly and divinely— and that I was there­
fore wife to Jesus and to God and to no other— My 
laudul husband I have not seen for many years, and 
if I saw him he would be just one of my children in 
the spiritual manner. Christ wall appear soon among 
us and fill the earth full of light— peace— joy and 
happiness. If I am thought to be mad and laughed 
at, that does not alter the truth, which I have fully 
explained to you, please excuse the wrong spellings. 
A  clergyman from the English Church has called this 
very morning to examine for himself the marks on my 
body, to witness if I tell the truth. I enclose to you 
the only tract I have ever written— I wrote it with 
my oum hand, and it is the truth about the things 
that are to come.”

This pamphlet is called :■—
T he Close of the D ispensation— T he L ast Message 

to the Church and the W orld.

C hildren hear the voice of Y our Mother

It pleased the Lord God called Jesus Christ the 
Father supreme to take the body of a woman, by 
name, Mary Ann Girling, and put the marks of the 
crucifixion on her, body. The same marks that went 
up to heaven, and those marks came down from the 
celestial life even into her body, thus proving that it 
is the same body and life of Jesus. Now the God­
mother and .Saviour from the Lord God out of 
heaven.

The beginning of creation was a male— the end is 
a female— not to be crucified but to be glorified. I 
now close this letter with the true and loving decla­
ration that I am the second appearing of Jesus—the 
Christ of God— the Bride—the Lamb’s wife—the 
Godmother and the Saviour life from heaven, and 
that there will not be another.

I write this for the love I have and bear to the 
whole human family.

(Signed) Jesus Christ 
F irst and L ast

Tiptoe, Hordle, Mary A nn Girling
near Lymington,

1883
(Reprinted) E ureka 

(To be concluded)

National Secular Society

Report of E xecutive Meeting held March 30, 1941

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen in the chair.
Also present : Messrs. Hornibrook, Bryant, Seibert, 

Ebury, Griffiths, Mrs. Grant and the Secretary.
Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 

Financial Statement presented. New members were ad­
mitted to Tees-Side Branch and the Parent Society. Mr. 
G. W. Barnes was elected to the Executive as a repre­
sentative of the West London Branch. Matters connected 
with the Annual Conference were discussed, routine 
details dealt with, and the next meeting of the Executive 
fixed for May 4.

The proceedings then closed.
R. H. R osetti,

General Secretary.

SUNDAY L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc.
LONDON
OUTDOOR

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp­
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, Mr. L. Ebury.

COUNTRY
INDOOR

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (47 Tliurscoe Road, two doors 
below the Rink) : 7.0, Mr. F. J. Corina—“ The Future of 
Freethought.”
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BOOKS WORTH READING !
B O O K S  B Y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N

(4 »

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. A Statement 
of the Case for Freethought, including a Criticism of 
Fundamental Religion« Doctrines. Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d., 
postage 3^d.

BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL. Cloth, 2s. 6d„ 
postage 3d.

DETERMINISM OR FREE-WILL? An Exposition 
of the Subject in the Light of the Doctrines of Evolu­
tion. Second Edition. Half-Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 2 îd. 
ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. First, Second, Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Series. Five Vols., post free 12s. 6d., 
each volume 2s. 6d., postage 2lid.

FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. A Lecture delivered 
at Manchester College, Oxford, with Appendix of Illus­
trative Material. Paper, 9d., postage id.

FOUR LECTURES ON FREETHOUGHT AND 
LIFE. Price, is., postage ijid.

CHRISTIANITY, SLAVERY AND LABOUR. Fourth 
Edition. Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is. 6d., 
postage 2d.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. With a Reply by Prof. 
A. S. Eddington. Cloth, 3s., postage 3d.; paper, 2s., 
postage 2d.

LETTERS TO THE LORD. Cloth, 2s., postage 2d.; 
paper, is., postage 2d.

LETTERS TO A COUNTRY VICAR. Containing 
eight letters in reply to questions from a South Country 
Vicar. Cloth, 2s., postage 2d.; paper, is., postage i J/d.

G . W .  F O O T E

BIBLE ROMANCES. 2s. 6d., postage 3d.
SHAKESPEARE & OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS. 

Cloth, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.
THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. For Freethinkers and 

Inquiring Christians. (With W. P. Bau,). Seventh Edi­
tion 2S. 6d., postage 2‘/id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Translated from 
the Hebrew. Preface by G. W. Foote. 6d., postage '/id.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d., 
postage '/id.

WILL CHRIST SAVE US ? 2d., postage '/id.

G . W .  F O O T E  a n d  A . D . M c L A R E N

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Cloth, 2s., postage 3d.

F. A , H O R N IB R O O K

SOME CHRISTIAN TYPES. 4d., postage id.
WITHOUT RESERVE. 2s. 6d„ postage 4'/,*

C o l .  R . G . I N G E R S O L L

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE. 3d., postage iq ,
MISTAKES OF MOSES. 2d., postage '/A-
ORATION ON THOMAS PAINE. 2d., postage '/a.

‘ ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 
3d., postage id.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 2d., postage '/id.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH, id., postage '/id.
THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH. id., 

postage '/id.
WHAT IS RELIGION? Contains Col. Ingersoll’s 

Confession of Faith, id., postage '/id.
WHAT IS IT WORTH. A Study of the Bible, id., 

postage '/id.

MATERIALISM RE-STATED. Contains chapters on . 
A Question of Prejudice—Some Critics of Materialism— 
Materialism in History—What is Materialism ?—Science 
and Pseudo-Science—The March of Materialism—On 
Cause and Effect—The Problem of Personality. Cloth, 
3s. 6d., postage 2}id.

OPINIONS : RANDOM REFLECTIONS AND WAY- 
SIDE SAYINGS. With Portrait of Author. Calf, 5s- • 
Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

PAGAN SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is 6d., postage 2d.

RELIGION AND SEX. Studies in the Pathology of 
Religious Development. 6s., postage 6d.

SELECTED HERESIES. Cloth Gilt, 3s- 6d" 
postage 3d.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH. A Critical Examin­
ation of the Belief in a Future Life, with a Study 
Spiritualism from the Standpoint of the New Psy 
chology. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage 2'/id.; paper, 
is. 6d., postage 2d.

THEISM OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 
An Exhaustive Examination of the Evidences on Behalf 
of Theism, with a Statement of the Case for Atheism- 
Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered, 3s. 6d., postage i'/A-

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY. The story of the 
Exploitation of a Sex. is., postage id.

W .  M A N N

MODERN MATERIALISM. A Candid Examination. 
Paper, is. 6d., postage itfd.

THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN. id- 
postage '/id.

T H O M A S  P A IN E

THE AGE OF REASON. Complete edition, 202 pp- 
with a 44-p. introduction by Chapman Cohen. Price 6d- 
postage 2 '/id. Or strongly bound in cloth with portrait, 
is. 6d., postage 3d.
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P A M P H L E T S  F O R  T H E  P E O P L E

By CHAPMAN COHEN

Morality Without God 
What is the Use of Prayer ?
Christianity and Woman 
Must We Have a Religion ?
The Devil
What is Freethought?
Gods and Their Makers 
Giving ’em Hell
The Church’s Fight for the Child
Deity and Design
What is the Use of a Future Life?
Thou Shalt not .Suffer a Witch to Live 
Freethought and the Child 
One penny each

Recent Additions
Agnosticism O r ? . . .
At h e is mThreehalfpence each Postage One penny

‘ •f
Almost An Autobiography

CHAPMAN COHEN
Fifty Years of Freethought Advocacy. A Unique 

Record

1 I THE MIRACLES OF ST. MARTIN |
I 
!

5 plates. Cloth gilt
Price 6s. 1 Postage 5d.
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C. CLAYTON DOVE
Price post free 7d.
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