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Views and Opinions

The Situation

Nt'12 course of a hurried note last week | said that
'e Armistice of 1918 was at an end. There was no
dttenipt at wit in the choice of that word. It was a
I tenant of a neglected fact. Since 1918 there have
'»any wars (China, Abyssinia, Spain and South

I Jlicrica have been the principal ones) and we have
1M in a war atmosphere almost as demoralizing as
"far itself. We have also had the world propaganda
both Ttaly and Germany, which at home found ex-
1Session ill a calculated brutality and glorification of
" u such as we have never before witnessed. le-
ather with the cross-currents of political interests, a
17¢| Peace has been impossible. Thanks to both these
Cements collective action against war, which is now
fuig demonstrated as the only method by which the

ascist terror iriay be defeated, was denounced as a
I'HdsUnuner night’s dream. Now internal organiza-
1,011 and external collective action are adopted with a
1Peed and thoroughness which is a testimony to the
Worthlessness of the statesmanship formerly in exist-
U(*. We must unite to make war, but a real living
Pralce may be left to look after itself. We have not
"le slightest doubt but that the Allies will repeat their
Cctory over Germany, but if they make the peace in
re>better mariner than they did before, it will leave
110 world little better than they found it. If we must
Pave a successful war, let us see to it that we have an
‘“dually successful peace.

Once again, at the opening of another war, | pro-
test against the theory that war is the product of one
Can's activity, even though the immediate explosion
s caused by such a semi-lunatic as Adolf Hitler,
‘0 make this assumption is to lead the general mind
°ff the track at the outset. Such men as Hitler are
die scum that society may throw to the surface, and
jlshould be treated as a cook treats scum in the cook-
Uig—p should be thrown on one side as soon as
noticed. In life events explain men, and the origin
°f the criminal gang against which we are now fight-
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ing is in the world they found established. Let us
bear these things in mind at the opening of a new war.

* * *

Fascism the Enemy

| think that, after the long period of suspense, and
the conviction that it was only by a major operation
that the civilized States could clear itself of the Fascist
cancer, many must have heard the news, “ We are at
war with Germany ” with a sense of relief. Its end
may lead to something nearer a real peace than we
have ever seen. A victory for Germany is unthink-
able. Not even the educated Germans who are left in
Germany can believe victory possible. The utmost
Germans can hope for is that Hitler may be bought
off by being given something, and I do not think that
any statesman would dare arrange such a “ peace.”
It would revive a policy of bluster, lying and brutality
on the one side, and demonstrated weakness on the
other. To pay by instalments is the very worst way of
defeating blackmail.  Munich and Czechoslovakia
have not been without their lessons.

For that reason | am pleased to see that we have
had a declaration that our aim'is the destruction of
German Nazism. | wish it had been said differently,
but one must take it as a politician’s way of speaking
the truth. German Nazism is, after all, only a local
form of Fascism, and | prefer the plainer term.

Whether in Germany or elsewhere Fascism is one,
using the same methods, denying to men arid women
the same rights, seeking to achieve its aims by lying,
deceit and murder. | know it will be said that states-
men in other lands lie and deceive and make war. |
agree, but homage is raid to better methods by a cer-
tain shamefacedness, and lying and deceit are not
openly practised as a first principle of national life.
Whether the relations between ourselves be that of
armed warfare, or a demoralizing state of armed
watchfulness the situation is much the same. No
country in which the people maintain any form of
self-government, no country in which a professed
democracy exists, can live on such terms as should
exist between civilized States. = There must be main-
tained an armed force sufficient to keep the Fascist
beast in check. This is not an encirclement which
aims at curtailing the life of a foreign nation; it is the
kind of encirclement that an efficient police force
maintains against branded criminals.

For these reasons, -and for others that have been
given, a real peace between ourselves and a Fascist
country is a practical impossibility. The more ex-
tensive Fascist territory is the greater danger to it from
non-Fascist ideas. Fascism is bound to fight for the
destruction of those ideas which act with such deadly
effect Qll its own existence. However docile the Ger-
man people may become by iron training, their docility
is weakened and finally destroyed, if the contact lie-
tween it and the non-Fascist countries is permitted to
continue. Self-preservation thus urges Fascism in the



594

direction of world domination. Fascism is largely a
war of ideas. It has so far established itself by a
rigorous exclusion of antagonistic ideas; to keep this
ascendancy it must not merely exclude non-Fascist
ideas, it must fight for their destruction.

Propaganda

I think that the finest bit of propaganda that has
yet been done is the distribution of millions
of pamphlets over Germany. It is a far more deadly
assault on the existence of Fascism than the bravery
of British, French and German soldiers, and it will
still further arouse a people who have had their intel-
ligence dulled with lies. But it would be a fatal
error to assume that Hitler has the German people
solidly behind him. That is a story which has formed
a large part of the propaganda of our home-bred and
subsidized Fascists. It is a lie, and they know it is a
lie. They know that Germany is to-day fighting a
battle on four fronts, on the land, on the sea, in the
air, and at home. Ten thousand million shells would
not do the work of these ten million leaflets. Fascism
has driven from Germany some of its best brains in
medicine, science, literature, and philosophy, and we
know from the fate of Spain after it had driven out the
Moors and the Jews, the kind of nemesis that that
brings to a nation.

Our propaganda should be intensified. It should
be made quite clear that the German people may have
a real peace and not a peace of revenge. But there
should be no peace with the Hitler gang however
much their British friends and supporters may plead.
In the case of the Kaiser the dishonest cry was
raised, “ Hang the Kaiser.” The Kaiser was not
hanged, and no one with intelligence ever expected
that he would be, not even if he had followed the ex-
ample of Napoleon and delivered himself up to the
Allies. He and those with him had Ireen ruthless
enough in their warfare, but the Kaiser—poor thing
though he was—had not committed the crime that
Fascists have committed among their own people. The
Kaiser had not outraged women, deliberately starved
and murdered children and old people as a vital part
of his policy. Poland may, in the course of events,
become a second Belgium, but that will not destroy
the Polish spirit any more than the German rule des-
troyed the spirit of the Belgians.

There must be no treaty with Hitler and his gang.
As | said last week, it should be part of our propa-
ganda that no peace will be made with Hitler and his
principal supporters. They must be dealt with as
criminals are dealt with— unless their own people deal
with them. But to deal with the present rulers of
Germany as one does with those who have blundered,
to conclude a treaty that would leave the present
rulers of Germany in power would be to mock at what-
ever is left in the world in the shape of decency. It
may be that when the German position gets worse we
may hear that Hitler has committed suicide. That
will be a camouflage for murder. Hitler is too great
a coward, too paltry in mind, to seek a way out in
that fashion.

* * *

Grave and Gay

The Government decided to close cinemas, theatres,
and places of entertainment—to be modified later, in
order to permit some to be open in certain areas. |
hope that permission will be enlarged as soon as
possible. There are some things that are too serious
to be taken solemnly, and war is one of them. The
man with a long face has not, of necessity, greater
courage than the one with a smile in the face of
danger.

laughter was often an escape from insanity. The
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people will not be be,tter stiffened \n bear things be-
cause they are shut out from amusements, and we are
having in our towns and cities too much of a great
darkness that hinders locomotion and saps strength.
I here is nothing like darkness for encouraging fclir
and we cannot all have elaborately built dug-outs with
amusements provided. It is good to know that at tin
leading West-end hotels there are underground roons
u ith entertainments and meals as usual. But we are
not habitués of these establishments, and a shilling ¢*
the pictures runs more in our line After all, iff1l
determination need not be identified with a sanctified
solemnity.

Bernard Shaw and Oswald Stoll have protested
against the Churches being opened while theatres are
closed. Presumably the Government thinks ‘ha,t(
people do not go to Church for entertainment- -unies
they are Freethinkers—and that there would. 1» 10
overcrowding, in any case. The Church Th»es re
proves Messrs. Shaw and Stoll, by pointing out
Churches are not run for profit, and in these tumgs
“ men and women should not be encourage
giggle at Hollywood gangster films.” This seel™'i|
me a very poor plea. If everyone went to Churci* »
watched an Anglo-Catholic performance there "
be more people giggling than there are at a gang,
film. It is a question of an all-round sense of hum
and there will, we expect, be many more people
usual giggling in Church when the parson tells
to be calm, for they are in the hands of the Lord,
then remember the sandbags stacked outside u>
the Lord does not hear the signal that there is a r

Or‘We also note that with regard to Conscription
Government has relieved from service, all over to .j
women, the blind, the insane—and clergymen-
should not like that if I were a parson. f'y.
essential to the country ” would be enough to ret ~
them of army duty. But perhaps the Government 1 ~
not have the courage to exempt the clergy oil ' *
ground. So the profession is exempted as a vm°
It looks better.

Just before the declaration of war the ArchbishO
of Canterbury said, and he ought to know, that,

If in the inscrutable providence of God the dﬂu.d)
scourge of war is to fall upon Europe, we may
upon it as a judgment upon us for the neglect ot
laws of God’s kingdom.

He is also satisfied that we “ deserve some measure
judgment,” and throws out the hint to God that if J1

commit our cause to him, if we come out on the wn’

ning side, we will, as a nation,” be more loyal to 1 *

.Sovereign Will.” Nothing could be fairer. If .\
will do his part of the job, we, in return, will gi»
“ loyal service,” that is we will sing his praise Ul
advertise his power with all the fervency of any°”L
advertising a new cure for indigestion. This Is 3

excellent suggestion for one who has discovered tm
inscrutable purpose of God and knows that he ‘9
giving us a war because we have not pleased him, Il,s
as a sample of what he may know when he gets I''*
“ dander viz.”

But it does sound rather like the rule of Hitler
Hundreds or thousands are in Concentration CamPN
Poland is lieing invaded, other countries have beel
taken, all because their inhabitants would not act &
Hitler wished. God and Hitler seem to work on fiR
same lines. Mind it is not | who say that Co
has given us this war. | am an Atheist who neve'
blames God for anything. It is one of his fifteen’
thousand-pounds-a-year servants who makes the
charge. But to one who cannot scrutinize the
scrutable it does seem a rather monstrous proceedim-

Our soldiers showed that in the last war Jfor Providence to blast hundreds of thousands O

human beings out of existence because some of m
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have offended him. Some of those affected ha\
been good men—his servant the Archbishop, tor in-
stance. For really, while 1 do not think much of the
Archbishop from an intellectual point of view, | ho
hot think his sins are important enough to \awe
plunged the world into war. And the poor n e
children who have been sent from then ionics >
cause “ Providence ” has got riled with some of the
ciders. What have they done? Let us hope tra
God is not so bad as the Archbishop thinks he is.
Or better still, let us hope that he does not exist. m
world without God is bad enough, but a world wi u
God, particularly the Archbishop’s God is an a nxis
inconceivable horror. The Archbishop nm> ¢
worthy of the God lie pictures, but it would be only
'f God is worthy of the Archbishop.

But | have said that the more serious the occasion,
I'.e greater the need for a laugh. So pel laps we
°«ght to thank the Archbishop for being so humorous
a person and with so humorous a God.

Chapman Cohen

Humbug’s High Priestess

Rough work, Iconoclasm, but the onlv wav to get at
truth—o. IF. Holmes.

When you kneel in front of a priest, always keep your
raids m your pockets.—Voltaire.

vO
@ ,IAIREb who had lived in England, said that this

ji 1 rv bad a hundred religions and one sauce. Since
j ' cay the numbers of both religions and sauces have

'‘eased largely. Whitaker's Almanac used to
H" a these fancy religions, as revealed by the

s,-r °f worship, and it ran to several columns of
, 11 type, but has omitted the feature of late years.
Wei'e Quakers and Shakers, Four-Square Gos-
I(_Qs> Spiritualists, Peculiar  People, three
I 1 .s of Methodists (since amalgamated) Sweden-
c Jf a?s, Muggletonians, Catholics and Anglo-
g} "dies, Latter-Day Saints, Elim Tabernacles,
Ilistian Scientists, Church and Salvation Armies,

' ;l'lot of others, too numerous to quote. Only two
~ these bodies show any real signs of vitality, the
il/I hualists, who batten in the poorer districts, and

e t-bristian Scientists, who much prefer clients who

'Ssess banking-accounts. Just as Unitarianism was
Anciibed as ‘‘a feather-bed to catch a falling
s I™ian,” so Ixitli the Spiritists and the Christian
f'_—I\(VHtists attract people whose faith in Orthodoxy is
iling.

1Here is one curious feature in Christian Science.
I Is neither Christian nor Scientific, but it happens to
0 he a craze that lias become fashionable. The reason
"c' so far to seek. It is a saucy attempt to build
~ 'ndge between religion and science, between the
\ racadabra of superstition and the reasoned conclu-
I'"'ns of ordered thought. People who had been

1 bright up as Christians, and were disturbed as to its

eraeity and authenticity, hailed the new evangel be-
j;lllse it appeared to confirm their luke-warm faith.
,<dr Christian Science was, in its way, a novelty.
' I'Perficially, it was a gospel of reconciliation. It was

"Ruled by a woman, and not by a man, and her name
"1 'salary Baker Glover Eddy.

As the lady herself hailed from the United States,
jut land of fancy religions, the new evangel was not
Il under a bushel. It was spread abroad by the ap-
Troved methods of patent-medicine advertising, and in
"no became popular. The newest of new Bibles,
Kristian Science, A Key to the Scriptures, of which
I'le American lady was the author, appeared in 1866
Jrul has passed its two hundredth edition. There are
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five hundred pages in this revelation, arid its success

/throws a searchlight on the credulity and psychology

of the religious public.
The new evangel has been received by tens of thou-

sands of half-educated religious men and women,

reverent of learning, but quite unable to discriminate
it from its adulterated imitation. And Mrs. Eddy,
quite as undiscriminating as any of her readers, was

equipped admirably by a nodding acquaintance with
theology, metaphysics, and a sham-scientific vocabu-

lary, and a tenacious memory, to- give them the very
Words were Mrs. Eddy’s
Her pomp of court and her priest-
hood were verbosity. She revelled in polysyllabic
To a reader familiar with the sober use of

delirious jargon. They are the bastard offspring of a
hectic imagination playing, in the light of half-grasped
ideas from the scientists, upon resonant polysyllables.
For example, here is her idea of a scientific defini-
tion :—

Matter, mythology, mortality; another name for
mortal mind; illusion, intelligence, substance, and
life in non-intelligence arid mortality; sensation in
the sensationless; mind originating in matter; the
opposite of truth : the opposite of God; that of which
mortal mind takes no cognizance; that of which
mortal mind sees, feels, tastes, and smells in belief.

The author of this sheer nonsense has been hailed
by enthusiastic believers as “ second only to Christ.”
And this, mark you, after writing that matter, mytho-
logy, and mortality are synonymous. The patho-
logical nature of the new evangel is shown by another
quotation :—

The metaphysics of Christian Science prove the
rule by inversion.

For example :(—

There is no pain in truth, and there is no truth in
pain.

Yet Mrs. Eddy, with pain, regrets that ontology re-
ceives less attention than physiology, and relates the
following improving anecdote, worthy of the saucy
and mendacious Baron Munchausen :—

It is related that a father, anxious to try such an
experiment, plunged his infant babe, only a few
hours old, into water for seveial minutes, and re-
peated this operation daily, until the child could re-
main under water twenty minutes, moving and play-
ing without harm, like a fish. Parents should re-
member this, and so learn how to develop their child-
ren properly on dry land.

Of such material are revelations from heaven made.
What, in the name of sanity and common sense, did
Mrs. Eddy suppose ontology to mean? It is fitting
that such a teacher should give her disciples a form
of prayer and a confession of faith which bear a
strong resemblance to Christian teaching. The high-
priestess of the new faith strutted in borrowed plumes,
talked sheer nonsense, and charged three hundred
dollars for a dozen lessons. For Ma Eddy was a re-
ligious boss. No oil-king, no provision profiteer, no
gangster, ever kept a keener eye or a tighter fist on
money, the only material thing in existence which
Christian Science allows to be real. Nothing has
been seen quite like it since the ex-Methodist, Joanna
Southcott, fooled her pious dupes into believing that
she was to become the mother of vet another Messiah.

Fortunately, the high-priestess of the newest and
most successful form of religious quackery did not
escape ridicule, that most effective form of criticism.
Mark Twain tried to convince the lady-saviour’'s
devotees that they might be mistaken. This is the
way Mark burlesqued the Yankee Abracadabra :—
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There is an account of- the restoration to perfect
health, in a single night, of a fatally injured horse,
by the application of Christian Science. | can stand
a good deal, but | recognize that the ice is getting
thin here. That horse had as many as fifty claims;
how could he demonstrate over them ? Could he do
the All Good, Good Good, Good Gracious, Liver,
Bones, Truth, all down but nine, set them up on the
other alley ? Could he intone the scientific State-
ment of Being? Now, could he? Wouldn't it give
him a relapse? Let us draw the line at horses.
Horses and furniture.

This is genuine fun, and more effective than reams
of prosaic, solid argument. It never affected the
enormous popularity of the Eddy Evangel. For when
a person joins the Christian Science temples, he must
leave his brains at home. He must leave them locked
up in an iron safe. If he should forget himself, and
think but once, the bye-laws provide that he shall be
expelled.

We set out in a spirit of inquiry to make a serious
examination of the claims made by Ma Eddy. But
this paradoxical and nonsensical system makes us
giddy and tired; for of all the strange, frantic, and in-
comprehensible books which have come from the half-
crazy brains of religious ego-maniacs, this book is one
of the silliest. It is more incoherent than the ravings
of Joanna Southcott. Beside it Joe Smith’s Book of.
Mormon is a plain, unvarnished tale. The Forty
Coming Wonders of Prophet Baxter is shrinking
modesty compared with the impudent claims of Mary
Eddy. This Yankee Bible fairly takes the breath
away, and makes the head swim. No other less collo-
quial phrase so aptly describes the effect of claims so
far transcending sanity. One reels back from the in-
sane heights of “ Christian Science ” to the simpli-
city of a rational system like Secularism, suited to
sane people, and freed from the absurdities of Super-
stition.

Mimnermus

The Fear of Death

I REMEMBER reading once of a Christian missionary
in one of the cities in the Western States of America,
holding forth to a few people who had gathered round
to listen. He began telling the tale of the gospel
message of salvation, and the awful consequences of
its rejection—a hell of fire and brimstone, enduring
throughout eternity.  One of his audience was an
Indian, who mounted a near-by erection, and made
a speech, in which he Said : “ Friends, this gentleman
is attempting to mislead you. He is seeking to work
upon your fears by describing the horrors of some
hell of which he knows nothing, any more than you
and |. His doctrine is one of cowardice and fear,
and not one of bravery and courage. When, lie
asked, in derision, did any of the braves of our people
ever show signs of fear in the face of death ?

I was reminded of this incident by reading a Chinese
story in one of the monthlies for May. It told of a
Chinaman in one of the Malay States, who was under
sentence of death for murder. He had always borne
a good character; and as this crime had been com-
mitted in defence of his honour, he was not regarded
by his friends and those who knew him, as a criminal.
But he had taken the law into his own hands, and was
therefore guilty. While lie was in prison, a young
parson arrived in the district, having been appointed
to the mission school, where two of the prisoner’s
little girls attended. Learning from them the sad
plight of their parent, he obtained permission from the
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Governor of the prison to visit him. So this man of
mysteries began to tell him of one Jesus Christ, who
was able to save to the uttermost just such sinners as
himself, the prisoner had probably heard from h's
daughter the name of Jesus Clilist—as they Pro-
nounced it—and probably thought it was some influ-
ential person connected with the mission. “You sine
about that?” asked the Chinaman. *“ Quite sure,”
said the parson. The visits were repeated, and ever)
time, the Chinaman asked : You quite sure about that
friend of yours? On the last occasion, and_ being

again assured, he asked the parson for a piece o:eef]ﬁ?r
and pencil. On being supplied, he wrote someohd

on it, and told him to take it to the Goldsmith’s Street,
and hand it in at the address given. The assistant m
attendance took it to someone in the back shop, when
the proprietor appeared, and Without any qu?sﬂ{)n’j
being asked, the parson was handed the equivae o
7500, English money.

Utterly dumbfounded at the turn events had taken,
in his dilemma he thought it best to consult the
Prison Governor. This official seems to have graspIl
the situation at once, and judged that the conversa-
tions with the prisoner had been the cause of a mO't
regrettable misunderstanding, the parson being
utterly ignorant of the inner workings of the Chinese
mind. Without attempting to explain his error, the
Governor abruptly asked him if he had any money-
1he parson replied that he had a small income in h*
own right, and also an allowance from the mission-
Well, said the Governor, | would advise you to neke
your way into China, and stay there for about three
years : learn their language, read their literature aim
classics; mix freely with all classes of the community*
learned and unlearned, and try to understand the
general trend of their thoughts; and at the end of that

you may—I don't say you will—but y°rI
may, glimpse something of the curious workings **
Chinese fiettatity.

The fateful morning of the execution arrived.
have a Yorkshire saying : There’s nowt like & go’d
funeral; and the Chinese have the same weakness
investing death with pomp and ceremony.
owing to the foolish promises of the parson, and
hopes lie had raised in the prisoner’'s mind of an c" j|
release, no preparations had been made for the u
obsequies—or so the dejected Chinaman thought.
the Governor, knowing the situation, had, a few 6L
before, set a staff to work to prepare a funeral in keri
ing with the prisoner’s social position. When
condemned man entered the room, the Governt io
quietly led him to the window, and let lum see
magnificent array of funeral equipages he kil
arranged for the occasion. The Chinaman was °'L
joyed; and stepping into the middle of the roo"j
facing the Governor, he made a most remarkable alljj
touching speech. He thanked him effusively f°x vV
the kindness that had been shown to him during
imprisonment, and also for the care that had been ex
tended to his wife, and family; and, alxive all, f°r
trouble he had taken in providing—what is dear to
Chinaman’s heart—a grand funeral. And turnlb
round, he went bravely and without fear, to pay 1
penalty of the law. Like the Red Indian, the Chin-1
man had 110 fear of death.

\Ve

Joseph Bryct

My worthy friend, gray are all theories
And green alone Life’s golden tree.—Goethe-

I, for one, think it abominable that any man in modelX
England should be prosecuted for blasphemy.

G. K. Chestertont
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Pefcer Amiet

Further Notes

Here is an attractive virility, robustness and vigour
throughout Annet’s works; his keen humour keeps
springing up like the crystal clear waters of a fouu-
a,u inexhaustible—sparkling and glittering with iri-
descent lustre in sunlight. Leslie Stephen asserts
1 rint “ is a coarse but forcible writer.” This is in
peeping with this pedantic but unreliable critic. To
| superior and patronizing individual all populai

reethought writers are coarse. His treatment of
a'ne shows this, and was exposed by J. M. Robert-
s°n.  Annet was but another example of Stephen s
“cacleiiiic patronage. In the following instance, ex-
acted from the Free Enquirer, Annet was dealing
"'Hi a coarse subject which called for plain language.

hut in the next miracle, which is a lousy one,
Closes outdid them [the Egyptian Magicians]. You
uiust take your optic glass to discern them, they are
‘cry little creatures. Aaron makes them by striking
die dust of the land with his magic wand, and all
rile dust of the earth throughout all the land of
Egypt, becomes lice, so that men and beasts now
swarm with vermin. See! Pharaoh’s magicians try
to make lice, but they cannot : therefore they told
the King that this lousy miracle was done by the
finger of God ; but the King, without intreating him
to kill them with his thumb, scratched himself
again, though it makes one itch to think of it. This
singular wonder, however, had no wonderful effect,
niore than the others; Put this seems a less miracle
than any of the rest; for what miracle could it be for
the lousy Israelites to infect the Egyptians with
lice.

Other instances could be cited, for by plain dealing
"nth unsavoury incidents in the Bible narrative, Annet
succeeded in proving how ridiculous was the prevail-
Jhg belief in Divine inspiration and revelation.
Tlowcry and poetical language would have veiled the
Wrors and villainies he had set out to unmask. Only
hypocrites would wish to whitewash the black baseness
Rnd vicious careers of the bloody tyrants and crafty
criminals who are set up as model heroes and “ Men
°f God ” in Holy (') Writ.
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As a Satirist, Annet is far greater than Pope or even
Byron. He was greater as a Man and his purpose,
the greatest imaginable— to enlighten and free human-
ity from false faiths and fears. He did not waste his
talents and energies in sneering and mud-slinging at
insignificant individuals who annoyed him; he never
indulged in spiteful petty animosities.

He aimed his arrows with unerring accuracy of
vision and aim at Superstition—the creeds of the
Christian Churches—made up of myths, magic and
mysteries. He never missed his mark. Sometimes
his attacks are scathingly vitriolic—so were Voltaire’'s
and so, too, were the winged shafts of Lucian, the
greatest satirist the world has ever known. Like
Lucian, Annet devoted his genius to attacking the
tyranny of superstition— the matured form of a para-
sitic growth that was in its infancy while Lucian was
annihilating the old Greek gods. Like Lucian, Annet
gave of his best to free humanity from fear and illu-
sions and to promote human happiness.

Two intimate personal letters written by Peter
Annet to an unnamed friend in Wiltshire, were pub-
lished fifteen years after his death, in the Gentleman’s
Magazine. They were prefaced by a short letter, un-
fortunately—like the other contributions to that
Journal—only initialled. | am indebted to Mr. H.
Cutner, author of Pagan Elements in Christianity
(Pioneer Press), a well-known contributor to the Free-
thinker, for having made complete copies of them for
me in the British Museum.

It is evident from these letters that Annet either
had resided at Salisbury, held some position or stayed
there for some considerable time at an earlier date;
that he made a circle of good friends in that town,
who remained loyal to him through his long life, and
who readily helped to relieve his sufferings and want
when in prison.

With regard to the Poem on the Fall of Man, we
endeavoured in vain to trace it or to discover any-
thing about it—whether it was ever published, or what
became of the manuscript.

Peter Annet’s earlier Necessitarian poem (1739)
proves that he was a true Poet, and without doubt lie
displayed a virile treatment of his theme, and a mag-
nificent mastery of logic as well as language in his
blank verse.

Page 250. Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. 54 (1784).

Two Original Letters from Peter Annet

Salisbury, March 24
Mr. Urban,

In answer to the enquiries of your correspondent,
F.X., after Peter Annet,* | send you copies of two
original letters to a gentleman of this city. At the
time of his persecution he was thought to be so hardly
dealt by, that a subscription was made, and sent him
in Newgate, from some liberal minds in this neigh-
bourhood. Peter told the gentleman who delivered
the benefaction, that Lord B--—-e had been applied
to for a noli prosequi; but his answer was, that “ the
Bishop canle foaming at the mouth against this man,
and what could lie do?” Archbishop Seeker after-
wards so far repented him of the evil, that he re-
lieved Peter Annet of his distress, to the day of his
death. If his head had not been bruised, he would
not have wanted a plaistcr.

Yours, etc., A.B.
Spring Gardens, August 7, 1756
Dear Sir,

You will, T hope, pardon the trouble T give you
by this letter. | am much obliged to you for the
favour of yours, and take the contents kindly, par-
ticularly that | have not outlived the remembrance
of my friends. The pamphlet 1 ordered, those at
Salisbury 1 know to be not worthy their acceptance,
respecting the value or nratter contained in it. It

* Of whom see Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol, XXXII. p. 560.
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was intended as pap for babes, not meat for strong
men. | was willing to make the best | could of a
bad cause, to induce men to embrace a good one. It
is the most Christian piece that ever | wrote, or
shall write. That, and another like it, which lies by
me in manuscript, have cost me the most study of
any, and | like them the least. | must own they are
rather legal than legitimate offspring, the production
of art than nature; and this last has told the least
of any, so that | intend to print no more; but yet |
have such affection to the children of my spirit, which
are many, that | would fain bequeath them to some
that will have mercy on them, and show them such
compassion as that they may be known to the world,
though | would not have their friend be a sufferer.
But I must leave all that to fate or chance. | care
not which it is nor what it is called. | am now writ-
ing on the fall of man, in blank verse. But it is far
different from Milton in sense. | wish it was equal
to his poetic genius; but of that you must expect it
to fall abundantly short. Besides, it is much a grtes-
tion of whether truth can shine away the lustre of
falsehood; for this is all glorious within, and that
without. As it wants no scenes or gaudy embellish-
ments to the lovers of it, its intrinsic value and glory
being sufficient to those that know it, so it never
courts popular applause, the praise of fools and
knaves who make up the mob, the vulgar, the crowd
of mankind. | believe it is the last work that I shall
attempt; and if my zeal and cogitations can be con-
quered, as | would have them, it will be so. | was
born with the seeds of strong passions, which growing
up with me, could not prevent my displaying them in
time. But these have been of the softer kind, and
nothing yet abated by age : and, therefore, religion
having been early implanted in my nature, which
works up the passions, and love and resentment too,
1 have felt to make keen impressions in my disposi-
tion ; and therefore, perhaps, I am more stung with
jealousy when my friends seem to desert me, than
men in common are. | unbosom to you my breast; |
impart to you the weakness of my soul; I melt while
| express it. | cannot read any love affairs, where
that passion is strongly expressed, but | am as
strongly affected; so as it gives tears to my eyes, and
Jiain in my heart, even to the taking away my stomach
for food ; and for some time giving me the liead-acli,
and this weakness is insurmountable; and it may be
too, that 1 prefer the friendship of friends, and an
honest reputation, beyond wealth. The love of
money is nothing to me, but the love of friends is
much; yet the hatred of enemies | despise. | will,
therefore, put you and my friends in the way, since
you desire it, of returning what you arc pleased to
call my civilities; that is, that some or other of them
would let me hear from them now and then. l.et me
not be dead to them before | die. And if | could
serve you or them, in anything here in town, | should
he glad to do it, for I have now abundance of time
and liberty, Mr. Kilby being gone with Lord Loudon
to America, to supply the army there (which is to
consist of 20,000 men) with provisions. In the mean-
time he has thought fit to continue me in my post :
so that 1 have, as | said, all things, and abound; that
is, all that | want. It is not that I am lifted up
above my station as a servant, or abound in worldly
goods or wealth, but to let you understand that 1 am
contented in my place; which, if 1 had lost by his
going abroad, a worthy gentleman, in my way of
thinking too, would have repaired, by making me
the steward of his estate, and then | must have lived
wholly in the country. This was agreed to, on con-
dition Mr. Kilby was willing to part with me, con-
cerning which he and that gentleman had a confer-
ence. But he not caring to part with me, | remain
where 1 was.

| thank you greatly for the offer you make ,of en-
riching my small library with some piece that 1 may
count valuable, which when | have well considered,
1shall let you know (or Mr. Easton), that you may
not conceive that | esteem lightly of your favours,
which are offered as a token of your friendship for

me though now and then a letter that | am not for-
gotten, but remain in it, would be a sufficient gratifi-
ca ion to me, for my love to my friends is really dis-
crested i but in cases of want it is good to have
Ran, and | am very desirous of keeping those few

nave. | am very glad that nobody has lessened
ie affection of my friends to me, and hope to pre-
lerve su. a m°ral character till | die, or at least to

(Cstrve it, that nothing but malice, or ignorance,
ami orthodoxy, may vainly endeavour to blast it; my
., .el IP® that | must desire you to take it as
«2.Ul 1,1°' I*s faults, without the polish of a second
l<et me sometimes hear from my friends in

nil iV-"1"" anc* alwaTs he pleased to esteem me their,
vant' ,r’ y°Ur m°St °bliged alld faithful humble ser-

Peter AnniT-
November 30, N6-

SIR,

I make bold to inform you how my cause has h'
minated respecting my sentence. Thursday bd°IL
last | had an order to appear at the Court of King s
Bench, where the first information annexed to tK
third number of the l:rcc Enquirer was read, and fa
guotations from that paper, and a part of that whic 1
descants upon these words, “ Why judge ye not 1l
yourselves that which is right,” and some blacken-
ing of the whole by the King’s Counsel—I was cal"
mitted to the King’s Bench Prison till the last day
of the term, when, being brought again, after
Judges* had laid their heads together some time, am
the subject of the Free Enquirer was highly aggll
vated by the Attorney-General, who gave them O
understand that he had received directions from I'l
M y to oblige the offender to suffer exemptl>
punishment, | was sentenced to Newgate for a montm
to stand in the pillory, once at the Royal Exchange,
and once at Charing Cross; to be committed, aftci
that, to the house of correction for a twelve-monol'
to pay a fine of 6s. 8d., and give security for my gGM
behaviour during life. So that I am now among
ironed felons in Newgate, though in what they call
lhe Master’s .Side. | hope god and my fricnds
will support me through all. My respects to yol'r
brothers and friends. | am, Sir, your obliged humble
servant,

Peter Anned

These letters have never been reprinted; they oC »
tainly afford a vivid and realistic presentation
Annet’s attractive personality, especially as they Ve
confidential communications—written without at—
idea of future publication. n

Mr. Robert Bennet, Editor of The Salisbury r*
Winchester Journal (founded 1729), has favoured tR
writer with an extract from that paper, dated Janus*1*
30, 1769, which reads

The late Mr. Peter Annet, who died a few days agl
at Lambeth, enjoyed the friendship of the late A'c.
bishop of Canterbury for several years before
Grace’s death, insomuch that he left him an ham”
some annuity in his last will, and assured him, thl
he took no part in the prosecution which was carrw™
Qll against him, some years ago, for his Dcistm
writings, in consequence of which he had stood 11
the pillory.

We have great pleasure in recording this. It is 0%l
of those very, very rare occasions when humaU'E
triumphed over religious animosity, and succoured I'IC
victim of priestly persecution.

Annet benefited for a very short period by Seckci >
generosity, since the latter died towards the end O
1768, and Peter died in January, 1769.

Elta Twynam

(Author of Veter Annett, Pioneer Press, 61 Earringdol
Street, London, 1i.C.4)
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Letters to a Christian Friend

(15) Leaving Things to God

My »ear Charles,

Ajlave now, fortunately, got through the principal
Llchings of Jesus, to he considered from a social
hoint of view; but it has taken more “ bites ” than I

‘cipated, and we must hustle if we are going to dis-
°%e the rest of the Gospels in respectable time

N Matthew v. 33-37, Jesus tells his listeners to
lie'rv 10t at a'” hut to let their manner of speech
,& ' Ca>yea; Nay, nay : for whatsoever is more than
("se co™eth of evil.” This was a favourite teaching

le Jewish sect of the Essenes, from whom Jesus
ay have adopted it; and the Talmud has, “ The Yea

»e godly is Yea, and his Nay is Nay ” (Ruth

1 18) and “ He who is given to oaths will

11 Perjury ” (Nedarim, 20).

a‘' °* a had idea, either, this prohibition of formal
' ~hgious oaths; yet it has always I>een religious
c~hc> and particularly Cliristians and Christian
rs>" ho have been most eager to impose religious

Is <n believers and unbelievers alike. You will
Hr it kn°w something of what they did to Charles
dot' aU™k ovcr the oath question in Parliament. Nor
ah? ?ne hnd many Christians to-day proposing the

~itton of all formal and religious oaths,
tr ,.° etlcourage a I>elief that a person will Ix; more
tr o'f under a promise than without, and even more
al. M°n oath to God, would seem also to encour-

'V ts °PP°site number that when not on oath or even
I’Ir)der a promise, a person need not he so cateful

‘other he speaks the truth or not!

t Matthew vi. 25 we have :(—

.therefore | say unto you, Take 110 thought (Re-
"sed Version, lie not anxious; Douay Version, Be
A(Jt solicitous) for your life, what ye shall eat, or
"hat ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and
fhe body than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the air;
1°r they sow not, neither do they reap nor gather
»'to barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.
Are ye not better (or, of much more value) than they?
Tube's parallel account has “ ravens,” the birds
"lost execrated by the Jews, and this is nearer Old
testament parallels.)

Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit
Unto bis stature? And why take ye thought for
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
krow ; they toil not, neither do they spin; and yet |
say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was
"°t arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, shall lie not much more
clothe you, O ye of little faith ?

fherefore take no thought (or, be not anxious,
k-V.; or, solicitous, 1).Y.—and again below), saying,
"hat shall we cat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after all these
fhingS do the Gentiles seek) ; for your heavenly
1'ather kuoweth that ye have need of all these things.
Hut seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

Take therefore no thought for the morrow; for the
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof (Matt vi.

a5-34) «

‘

f'liese arc so obviously stock religious teachings
i"t we can almost ignore them—which no doubt you
»H be only too glad to do! Remember, however,
.'at these teachings have for centuries been drummed
"'to people as the word of God and the supreme wis-
10|n of the universe. Freethinkers have been sent to
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prison, to death, and worse for suggesting otherwise.

Even the Revised Version, which tones down the
“ take no thought for the morrow, for your life, etc.”
of the Authorized Version to “ be not anxious for the
morrow, etc.,” is not exactly an encouragement to
thrift and other social virtues by which we try to safe-
guard the future of our families against that deadly
feeling of insecurity-—one of the biggest curses in the
world to-day, and the most prolific producer of fear,
discontent, and cruelty. Leaving things to God and
not worrying about to-morrow may sound all very
well to the sentimental religious believer; but if to-
morrow happens to be rent day and you haven't got
the money, you know darn well that God isn’t going
to pay it for you.

The next time you feel all sentimental about Jesus
as a great social teacher, Charles, just toddle along to
some of our worst slums, find a family of half-starved
white-faced, anxious people whose father and sons
have probably forgotten what work is like, and, in as
cheery a tone as you can manage, tell them : “Take
no thought, saying, What shall we eat ? or, What shall
we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed ? (for
after all these things do the well-fed and the well-
clothed seek). . . . But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you.” You might then amble along to
some of the means test committees and watch them
at work.

Besides, we know enough about the sad fate of only
too many “ fowls of the air,” and the plight of so
many bedraggled lilies to be taken in by any guff
about God’s watchful care. Only children and re-
ligious believers can be deceived by this carefully one-
sided view of Nature, for Nature has ugliness as well
as beauty, pain as well as pleasure.

Concluding the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew,
Jesus tells of the broad way that leads to destruction,
and the strait and narrow way ” which leadeth unto
life ”; warns his listeners against false prophets
(ravening wolves in sheep’s clothing); illustrates his
warning with a description of the good fruit borne by
the good tree and the evil fruit borne by the corrupt
tree (vii. 13-20); and adds: —

Not every one that saitli unto me, T.ord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils ? and in thy name done many wonder-
ful works? And then will 1 profess unto them, |
never knew you ; depart from me, ye that work in-
iquity (Matt. vii. 21-23—again Jesus might have been
reminded of his teaching, “ Love your enemies ” ;
what an old twister the fellow really is'!

So, he says, those who hear his words and follow
them are like the wise man who built his house on
rock, but those who do not carry them out are like the
foolish man who built Lis house on the sand. This
ends the so-called Sermon, and it is recorded that “ the
multitudes were astonished at his teaching.” So am
I 1 At least, | am not astonished at the teachings, but
at their modern misinterpreters, who “ strain at a
gnat, and swallow a camel.”

All the best in these dark days.

R. H. S. Standfast

Affectionately,

To find the true we must first let go the false.
Gerald Massey.

The delusions of Christianity are fatal to genius and
originality : they limit thought. Shelley.
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Aoid Drops

We realize the difficulty the average man or woman
has to appreciate a principle that is not expressed in a
person. But we are likely to have to pay dearly if we
permit the use of “ Hitler's war ” to gain too great a
currency, or to reiterate the cry that this war is caused by
one man. The Times is stressing this view in leading
articles, and through its correspondence columns this
idea is ventilated. @ We have to remember that while
praise of Hitler and Fascism is for the moment silenced,
those who indulged in this pastime are still here, and with
the cessation of the war will once more become vocal.

Il “ Views and Opinions” we give reasons why
Fascism must be an enemy to progressive civilization
wherever it exists, and it is this we should bear clearly
and constantly in mind, that Fascism is the inevitable
enemy of civilized human life. To win the war, get
rid of Hitler, and leave Fascism in power would be the
greatest act of betrayal the world has seen for centuries.
If our analysis of Fascism is correct, and we believe it is,
one might as well talk of living in harmony with bur-
glary after the leader of a gang has been imprisoned, as
talk of peace with Fascism when Hitler disappears from
the scene, Fascism, whether called Nazism or Hitlerism
is irreconcilable with peaceful and progressive civiliza-
tion. We must keep that constantly before us, during
the war and after the war.

We agree with a religious contemporary that we are
not fighting so much for Poland as against a threat to
ourselves, and to a free society wherever it exists. This
statement is not invalidated by saying that at present
there is no such tlii-ng as a free society. So we meet the
criticism that we arc fighting for the right for a people
to mould the society to which they belong to remould the
social structure, by recognized methods, as their collect-
ive wisdom or unwisdom may desire. That is the prin-
ciple which we have always advocated, and in propor-

tion as that principle may be illustrated in action, society
is free.

llut the religious journal from which we are quoting
says that among the things for which we are fighting
are the “ ideals of the Christian religion,” and that is
simply not true. There are many hundreds of thou-
sands of people who are not fighting for the Christian re-
ligion, who would rather be fighting against it. People
who do not believe in Christianity or any of its specific
doctrines. It is a libel upon them to say otherwise. It
is a pity that religious papers cannot deal fairly with
those who arc united with them, not in religious

opinions or religious ideals, but in their devotion to
human ones.

The Times is also cited as saying that the world Is
menaced by “ The hoariest and most illusory aspira-
tions of pagan nationalism.” That is not merely un-
true, it must be a deliberate falsehood. The description
can only apply to Rome, and the one thing that Rome
was free from was a nationalism such as is now leading
Europe to ruin. The Romans built up an empire, but
gave the rights of citizenship to all who came within
its sway. It had no distinctions of "race” or colour,
and it preached the benefits of peace even while lauding
the soldier.  The use of such terms as “ Pagan ” and

Paganism,” is an exhibition of what might be be-
nighted ignorance, but it is probably nothing more than
an illustration of the way which Christian training has

given lies the place that should be occupied by standard
truths.

If the literary and art treasures in the Vatican were in
the possession of an ordinary individual, or an Atheist,
lie would take every precaution to protect them by plac-
ing them in a bomb-proof shelter, darkening the win-
dows where they were housed, etc. But as the Vatican
is honoured by the presence of the Pope, who is Cod’s
representative on earth the Vatican is behaving exactly
as would anyone who is not under the special guardian-
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angels. The measures taken,
alC suni’ar *° those in Rome”—and other

lhe particularly important question—important to a
particular brand of parson—whether soldiers should IC
allowed to have cinema performances on Sunday, has
been decided in favour of them by prohibiting cinemas
altogether.  Probably the late President of the Ford’s
Day Observance Society will feel that God is on his side,
and as the Archbishop of Canterbury has said that the
war is Cod’s judgment on this generation, they may fed
that when the war is over Sunday cinemas will be ic
pealed. But, on the other hand, if Sunday Cinemas arc
resumed we see no reason why soldiers should be dctuei
a freedom that is enjoyed by civilians, particularly when
not even the wildest, of the sour specimens of relig*0’1l
foolishness can assert that the soldier who attends a
cinema is of less value than one who does not. We A«
the somewhat acid comment of the Church HwCSI

there arc possibly better ways of spending Sunday
evening than going to the cinema. There are certainly
many worse ways, of which loafing at street corners, to
which the Lord’s Day Observance Society apparently In”
no objection, is one.”

The Salvation Army has always been attentive
vertising, and large sums of money must have "/
spent by it for this purpose. We remember the ca_ »
the late Harold llcgbie who for some time acted]fsin L
man for the Army. He served the Army wen .
press, and his procedure was simple. The Army
him a number of yarns about the Army. That 1» .
course, first-hand information. The next move " I*
Begbie to repeat the yarns as a result of his own 1 ~
pendent investigation. He did not say they were
many words, but it was curious that his stories wcu
in exactly Salvation Army style, and those journajj™
who were acquainted with the facts must have si
many a smile.

1

This ability for advertising, which incidentally 11
some light on the character of the modern popular P1-"/
was shown in the recent election of a new Chief faL ~»
Army. Although it occurred while the nation was
the brink of war, the “ Army” managed to get a day
day publicity that could not have been better done j~
the election been of serious consequence to the w"l
There is nothing that cannot get good press notice. >
it is properly managed, and there is money behind it-

A correspondent who has spent a few days at L1
stow tells us that Felixstow has an up-to-date Punéli-am!
Judy showman who makes Punch utter some unusu@ly
frank comments on current events. It is not surprisi'C
perhaps to learn that the big-wigs including some cleri-
cal and other Sabbatarians wish to suppress this unus™.'
Punch. While his licence cannot easily be revoked, thl
Corporation can and will prevent *puritanical a”';
juvenile ears from being assailed on Sundays on I'|L
Sands. The sea-side showman will be silenced while the
comical clergy will be allowed freedom to pollute edu-
cated ears with their antiquated abominations Stunkl)’
and week-days.

Air Raid Warnings have been occurring when pcolll
are in Church. The reactions have differed, and so h'l~
clerical technique. © We remember in one of his carl"-'
works Mark Twain narrated bow a minister faced up 1’
a similar interruption. The rumblings of an earthquake
were heard in the far distance, and caused restlessness
the congregation. The preacher reminded them that 1
death were about to strike them there could be no bettci
place for the visitation than where they were at that
moment. Another rumble resulted in many of his
leaving the building. “ | repeat, brethren,” said the
minister, “ What better place could one be in at a tin'c
like this, than God’s tabernacle?” A deafening clap
was then heard. The cleric .completed his sentence»
“ But outside is good enough for me,” and slid down the
handrail leading from his rostrum.

Is to make a New Friend
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61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4
Telephone No. : Central 2412

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

\ 1/* "Vludws. Received, as you will see. Thanks.
(/ - 10-W e congratulate you on vour note in the Kcigh-
'Y ews. The public has a very short memory, and needs
enunding of these things.

Almond—\Ve agree with you that the Democracies have
Fen very slow in crying “ halt ” to Fascism. It was plain
t”anj'one whose judgment was not blinded by other in-
eieSIs that a stand should have been taken long since.

Advertising and Circulating the Freethinker.—T.
Griffiths, ios.

li'1'ki'er and Il V. creech.—Thanks for addresses of
1'e'v new readers; paper being sent for four weeks.

~I'e9ues and Postal Orders should be made payable to
‘r Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
‘Jerkenuiell Branch.’

r  Freethinker ” is supplied to the trade on sale or
¢ »U 4ny difficulty in securing copies should be at once
reported to this office.

Friend \\ho send us newspapers would enhance the favour

ht marking the passages to which they wish us to call
a}]tentlon.

gers f°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager

Jj Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4,
‘  not to the Editor.

Jtn the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
"Hmications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H
osetti, giving as long notice as possible.

1 1freethinker ” null be forwarded direct from the Pub
n dng Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
"c year, 15/-; halt year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

B offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular
~ociety Limited, arc now at 68 Farringdon Street, London,
"F-4- Telephone: Central 1367.

retiire notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,

. €4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums

rle last issue of the Freethinker was got out under
.U local difficulties. The final preparations arc made
"”1Tuesday, we go to press first thing Wednesday morn-
and the paper is distributed on Wednesday after-
"DQl and Thursday morning. Tuesday’s work went off
il! tight, but the air-raid on Wednesday disorganized
1''»gs, and the paper was late in getting into circulation.
e hope all subscribers duly received their copies. We
~UH he ideased if those who have not received the paper,
'llter waiting a reasonable time, will communicate with
"s and we will sec that copies are sent from the office.

"Hur difficulties are only just.commencing, and we can
Take no complete statement of them. Perhaps we may
"ever be able to do so, owing to changing circumstances.
Ae shall have to meet them as they arise, and whatever
,.clp we feel our friends can give we shall not hesitate to

The paper trouble looks like being the first diffi-
culty, and an increase of expense—which means in-
leased loss—follows. Here again, we know we can rely
"Ron the co-operation of our friends. So long as papers
continue, we are sanguine enough to think the Frce-
tIMker will be among them.

THE FREETHINKER

601

There have been many enquiries about Mr. Cohen’s
health. He desires to inform his friends that lie
has felt much better since war was declared than
he did before that date. He has slept better
than before the crisis ended and war decided upon.
He slept through part of both alarms, and but for Mrs.
Cohen waking him, might have slept right through
them. In the case of the first he was asleep again within
fifteen minutes of the “ all clear,” and might have done
the same with the second, but for the fact that it was late
enough in the morning for him to get up for the day. So
far the war with its difficulties has scncd as a tonic.
If a man can’t sleep well during a war he is behaving
very foolishly. He needs sleep much more than during
peace, and it is very silly not to get it. His real con-
cern is for his books. And that is connected only with
the possibility of an incendiary bomb. He is thinking
of distributing them—at least the best—in different
places. They can’t all be burned. From a wrecked
house they may be recovered. But he does not intend to
pay Hitler the compliment of being nervous. The war
has wrecked his chance of a holiday, but lie may manage
to get away for a few week-ends while the weather con-
tinues suitable. At other times he will carry on as usual.

The Livingstone Mail (East Africa) reprints our
“Views and Opinions” on “The Jew and To-day,” with
suitable acknowledgements. This is a departure from
the British method of rehashing without acknowledge-
ment.

Here is a little bit of what Mark Twain would call
“ horse sense,” from a book published in 1894, The
Gvpsv Road, A Journey from Krakow to Coblent/., by
E' IT New.

It is not always remarked, as Dr. Johnson would say,
that criminals, when they attack classes rather than in-
dividuals, show praiseworthy qualities of organization,
and should receive at least some of the credit given to
Cromwell, or Frederick, or Napoleon, in the correspond-
ing stages of their career.  The successful general,
moreover, is supported by Government funds and vast
majority of public favour; your struggling revolutionary
has not even the aid of a policeman. At any rate, it is
high time to set crime on a uniform basis of condem-
nation, and not to sing a Te lleum for an impedial heca-
tomb, and then put a rope round the neck of a political
assassin.

A lady member of the N.S.S. writes, “ | have just
pasted a ‘ Peace upon Earth ' card on my gas mask box
—May | suggest fellow members do the same.” The card
referred to is an artistically designed post card with a
quotation from Thomas Hardy as follows :

Peace upon earth was said. We sing it,
And pay a million priests to bring it.
After two thousand years of mass
We've got as far as poison-gas.

Mav we add that the suggestion if carried out would also
provide a quick and easy way of identification of one’s
gas mask. The card may be obtained from the Pioneer
Press or offices of the N.S.S., at the rate of ninepence per
dozen.

In the current number of the Reader’'s Digest, Dr. Alex
Carrel, M.D., writes fascinatingly on “ How to Live.”
His point of view is typified by his early reference to the
“ soul.” He says :—

It is time to discard the erroneous belief that the body
is composed of separate organs, and is distinct from the
soul.

Dr. Carrel believes that every part of a human being is
affected by every other part, and that you cannot treat
the emotions as if they were independent of the physical
organs and parts of the body. Dr. Carrell is a famous
scientist and Nobel prize winner.
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The Function of Freethought

Must men would probably confess that political free-
dom, that is to say the right to speak freely and to act
in opposition, is a noble ideal rather than a practical
necessity. It is made to appear that whereas each
man claims his freedom as a matter of right, the free-
dom he accords to other men is a matter of toleration.
But if this is the best that can be said for liberty of
opinion, then we shall find that liberty of opinion is a
luxury, safe only in pleasant times when men can be
tolerant because they are not deeply and vitally con-
cerned.

As a matter of historic fact, there is a much stronger
foundation for the great constitutional right of free-
dom of speech. The compelling reason why, if liberty
of opinion did not exist, we should have to invent it,
why it will eventually have to be restored in all civil-
ized countries where it is now suppressed, is that we
must protect the right of our opponents to speak be-
cause we must hear what they have to say.

We miss the whole point when we imagine that we
tolerate the freedom of our political opponents as we
tolerate a howling baby next door, as we put up with
the blasts from our neighbour’s radio because we are
too peaceable to heave a brick through the window.
If this were all there is to freedom of opinion, it would
be difficult to say whether we are tolerant because we
are magnanimous or because we are lazy, whether we
have the hospitality of an inquiring mind or the in-
difference of an empty mind. If we wish to under-
stand why freedom is necessary in a civilized society,
we must begin by realizing that because freedom of
discussion improves our own opinions, the liberties of
other men are our own vital necessity.

This is the creative principle of freedom of speech,
not that it is a system for the tolerating of error, but
that it is a system for finding the truth. It may not
produce the truth, or the whole truth all the time, or
often, or in some cases ever. But if the truth can be
found, there is no other system which will normally
and habitually find so much truth.

In a totalitarian state the people are being addressed
through one broadcasting system by one man and his
chosen subordinates. The orators speak. The audi-
ence listens but cannot and dare not speak back. It
is a system of one-way communication. Nothing
comes back to the rulers from the people except the
cheers.

On the walls of the houses of Italian peasants one
may see inscribed in large letters the legend, “ Musso-
lini is always right.” But if that legend is taken seri-
ously by Italian ambassadors, by the Italian General
Staff and by the Ministry of Finance, then all one can
say is heaven help Mussolini, heaven help Italy.

If the democratic alternative to the totalitarian one-
way broadcasts is a row of separate soapboxes, then
I submit that the alternative is unworkable. It is not
true that liberty has developed among civilized men
when anyone is free to hire a hall where he may ex-
pound his opinions to those who are willing to listen.
On the contrary, freedom of speech is established to
achieve its essential purpose only when different
opinions are expounded in the same hall to the same
audience.

For while the right to talk may be the beginning of
freedom, the necessity of listening is what makes the
right important. No man can care profoundly that
every fool should say what he likes. Nothing has
been accomplished if the wisest man proclaims his wis-
dom in the middle of the Sahara Desert. This is the
shadow. We have the substance of liberty when the
fool is compelled to listen to the wise men and learn,
when the wise man is compelled to take account of the
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fool, and to instruct him, when the wise man can in-
crease his wisdom by hearing the judgment of his
peers.

Freedom of speech is best conceived by having hi
mind a place like the American Congress, an assembly
where apposinglviews are represented; or the British
Parliament, where men who are free to speak are also
compelled to answer; or a gathering of scientists where
the data, the hypothesis and the conclusion are sub
nutted to men competent to judge them.

The essence of freedom of opinion is not in mere
toleration as such, but in the debate which toleration
provides. Ihis can readily be understood when we
remember how differently we feel and act about
different media of communication. We find that in so
far as the medium makes difficult the confrontation of
opinion in debate, we are driven toward censorship
and regulation.............

The preservation of freedom of opinion is not only
a matter of abstract legal rights, but is also, and very
urgently, a matter of organizing sufficient debate.
For experience tells us that it is only when freedom
of opinion Incomes the compulsion to debate that the
seed which our fathers planted has produced its fruit-
When that is understood, freedom will be cherished
not because it is a vent for our opinions, but because
it is the surest method of correcting them. . . «

the reason for dwelling on all this is that if we are
to preserve democracy, we must understand its prin-
ciples And the principle which distinguishes it from
all other forms of government is that in a democracy
the opposition is not only tolerated as constitutional
nit must be maintained because it is indispensable-

he democratic system cannot be operated without
efiective opposition. For in making the great experi-
ment of governing people by consent rather than b’
coercion, it is not sufficient that the party in power
should have a majority. It is just as necessary that
the party in power should listen to- the minority and

be moved by the criticisms of the minority. It m,tﬁ‘t
remember that the minority may become €
majority.

The unity of a free people depends upon a sum’
eiently even balance of political power to make it h”'
practicable for the administration to be arbitrary, anl
for the opposition to be revolutionary and irreconcil-
able. Where that balance no longer exists, deiu()C
racy perishes. For unless all the citizens of a state
are forced by circumstances to compromise, unie**
by habit and necessity they have to give and take,
freedom cannot he maintained.

Wai.ter L ippman*

From the Atlantic Monthly

God’s Only Begotten Son

T he Trinity lias long been known as a shady insti
tution. God the Holy Ghost may well be relegate:
to the shady mists the name suggests. The “ sl
against the Holy Ghost ” has ceased to worry any
lody, because nobody could ever define it. Perhaps
tlie “ only legotten Son ” will some day disappeal
for a similar reason.

The *“ fatherhood ” of God the Father is only t
courtesy title like the Marquis of Hartington Q
F'ather McNab; God is really a bachelor. Jesus as the
son of a bachelor needs little explanation. Such
things often happen. But the Trinity ! The God-
head ! And still more the Incarnation— these are the
real conundrums of Christianity.

Unthinking and unstudious Christians accept these
and plenty of other puzzles, seeing in them neither
enigma nor vagueness, just as Bishop Watson’s con-
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E'liporary declared that tlie Bible needed no Apology.

hut the Incarnation has its learned defenders. The
1rofessors of Christian Colleges find themselves faced
"'hi the impossible task of teaching illogical creeds
y ordinary scholastic methods. Even in the
vliiirelics there are students of history, teachers of
j°R>c, and otliers who feel compelled to throw over-
‘eard the ancient terminology even if they cannot
ufloid to discard the old creeds.

hr. Harry Emerson Fosdick is, of course, a cultured
Uan. He preaches in New York'’s finest church-build-
niR to congregations of Fifth Avenue plutocrats . . .
«0d their friends. He preaches eloquently, and writes
admirably, expressing orthodox views with origin-
\[[y of ]>hraseology. His recent article in the
Christian ]Vorld is characteristic of his form of advo-

7scy. It is called “ What Does the Divinity of Jesus
Mean?”

lhe article is a continuation of his many Radio
alks. He begins by assuring us that he gets

endless inquiries sent by radio listeners. They want
to know what the “ divinity ” or “ deity” of Jesus
"leans. They have heard about it all their lives in
the Church’s creeds, hymns and sermons. Some
believe it, but are not quite sure what they are be-
lieviujr. Some disbelieve it, but are not sure what
they are disbelieving. What does it mean? they ask.

E would be pleasant to be able to say that Dr. Fos-
“Ic’? answers these “ endless inquiries.” We regret
find lie confuses instead of answering : no believer
.1 any more “ sure ” than before, no unbeliever

find an “answer,” and instead of saying “what it
tails ” we get nothing but the further mystification
° JI1 already most mystical mist.

There is no definiteness in Dr. Fosdick’s cloudy
motoric which purports to “ explain ” any aspect of
titis. He declares that :—

To call Him ail accident in the universe seems to
e preposterous. At any rate, | personally must
range myself with those first Disciples who
looked through Him and saw in Him “ the light of
fhe knowledge of the glory of God.

E may be, as Dr. Fosdick says, preposterous to call
anybody an “ accident,”’ but nothing could be quite
m Preposterous as the remainder of our quotation.

°r does the preacher suggest any means by which
" could do what lie says, he and the Disciples did .
E is impracticable as well as preposterous.

Ih. Fosdick is emphatic in his statement that the
Eivinity of Jesus was not physical and lie seems to
"nk that his repudiation of the doctrine of the Vii-

Eirth in some measure strengthens this view. But
" leaves the Incarnation unexplained. Aftei all the
Any word “ incarnation ” has no meaning unless it

"

fers to something (literally “
Wbs God to do with Jesus?
God did not simply send Jesus; He was not simply

With Jesus; He came in Jesus. God can come into
human life because He lias come into human life.

carnal ). What then

All of which would appear to indicate that Jesus
as only human, and that God was “ in Jesus ” ex-
actly as God is “ in 7 any other human being. This
"lea might also be the inspiration of Dr. l'osdick’s
Ilaim that
Jesus is indeed, an extraordinarily good man. His
goodness was the only thing He bad with which to
"lake an impress on tlie world.

Why not let it go at that?
“God ” is merely another word for good human
dualities.  We should then be left with the simple
bfoblem of comparing the good qualities of a character
"allied Jesus, with those of other historical, legendary
*"id fictional heroes.

It would imply that
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But Dr. Fosdick set out to say what the “ deity ”
or “ divinity ” of Jesus means. This chatter about
goodness would never help a theologian. “ If Jesus
was only a good man,” says Dr. Fosdick, he would
“ tower there, solitary alone—an isolated phenome-
non.” Exactly !’ And that sort of thing would build
no churches anywhere. Witli another reference to “a
convinced and singing faith,” Dr. Fosdick weakly re-
fers his readers to the Nicene Creed, and the Gospels.
Jesus, of course, is God or nothing— neither a good
man nor any other sort of man.

The mental gymnastics which clerical *“ intel-
lectuals ” exercise on this subject has its entertaining
side too. Dr. Maude Royden (perhaps the most inde-
pendent of all clerics) asserts “ Had Christ appeared
among the bushmen of Australia, He could have
achieved nothing ”"—adding, “ But then He could
not have appeared among them ” 1 She rather spoils
the humour of this scientific standpoint by believing
that “ we can believe in the divinity of Christ ” for
reasons which involve our knowing all about God’s
reasons and motives. In the end, Dr. Royden comes
down on the orthodox side :—

He is unique. He is God’s only-begotten Son.

The very words “ only,” only-begotten,” and
unique ” make nonsense of the claim that we are
all God’s children, and that He is equally the Father
of 11s all.

Dr. Royden says she believes in Christ’'s “divinity,”
but boggles at tlie idea of believing in His “ deity " —
The orthodox will overlook this hair-splitting distinc-
tion— particularly as she accepts “ the divinity of
Christ as most clearly stated in the Gospel of St. John.”
We admire her parting “ kick ” : “ the same gospel
strongly insists on the divinity of the ordinary man,”
but it does weaken her “ Jesus is unique ” !

Another modernist—the Rev. J. R. C. Webb—ad-
mits5

There is no portrait of Jesus, there is no historic
Jesus to believe about, apart from his effect on the

world . . . the evidence of bare fact is extraordin-
arily small.

But somehow, Mr. Webb still believes “ there is
enormous circumstantial evidence of the Resurrec-
tion.” It looks as if the God Jesus may not have
lived or died, but only rose from the dead, like the
soldier who was denied his pension for the year 1916
because he could only prove lie was alive in the years
1915 and 1917.

The Dean of St. Paul’s regards the divinity of Christ
as “ a great perplexity and a source of intellectual
and spiritual light.” The intellectual value of such a
source seems considerably qualified by Dr. Matthews’
admission that :—

I cannot pretend that | have a satisfactory answer
to the question of how God could become Man. It
remains a great paradox, a stumbling-block to the
reason."

But then the Dean stumbles over this “ block ” by
believing in “ tlie life of tlie world to come,” but dis-
believing “ in the pictures of that life which have en-
couraged or terrified a simple people.” He throws
no light at all on the “ paradox ” of “ how God could
become man.”

Father Wcodlock, when asked by the News-Chron-
icle to state bis present-day beliefs, referred readers lo

11 Believe in (.0il, by Dr. A. Maude Royden, London,
Tiniest Benti.

2 11/m ~ Believe, a volume of essays issued by the Modern
Churchman —article on “ The Historic Jesus.”

1 What | Believe, 1A various writers. London, 1\ Muller,
Ltd. article by Dr. W, R. Matthews.
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“ The Twopenny Catechism.” This, of course, quite
clearly defines what all Catholics must believe, in
words dogmatic, unreasonable and uncompromis-
ing :—

Answer to Question 33 : Jesus Christ is truly God.

Ditto. 34 : He has one and the same
nature with God the Father.
Ditto 35 : Jesus was always God.

Those who wish to get a true perspective of
Christian opinion should bear three things in mind :(—

(1) Fundamentalist belief in Jesus as God remains
unaffected by what is called “ Modernist ” views.
These Fundamentalists include the entire Roman
Catholic multitude (in itself the largest of all Christian
sects), and the vast majority of all other bodies of
Christians, not merely the ancient ones, but such
eccentrics as Four-Square Elimites, Christadelphians,
to say nothing of Groupers, and the mad-hatter Rus-
sellites, Father Messiahists, etc.

(2 AIll the creeds of all the churches remain un-
changed. Even the Bishop of Birmingham and Dr.
Inge repeat these creeds and cannot repudiate the
Church’s authoritative view of Christ’s divinity while
they officiate in Church services.

(3 There always have been some Christians—Uni-
tarians, etc.—who said ages ago much that ‘‘Modern-
ists ” are saying to-day. But in ancient days heretics
were persecuted and excommunicated. Nowadays
multitudes have voluntarily left the churches because
they ceased to attach any value or importance to
Christian dogmas.

George Bedborough

Some Recent Books

(Concluded jrom page 588)

Some of the experiments will appear to the lay mind
trifling, but nothing is perhaps too trifling if it is
going to result in finding cures for seasickness,
stuttering, drunkenness, claustrophobia, and the per-
haps far reaching effects of the emotional reactions to
words (e.g. “ Bolshy,” “ traitor,” “ majesty”).
In establishing desirable, or abolishing undesirable re-
actions, it is also possible to put the subject off his
guard by making him unaware of the accompanying
conditioning stimulus.

Behaviourist methods are being practised in many
centres to-day. In Germany Mobius taught a pike to
live peaceably with a minnow in the same case (here a
case of response elimination, not integration). Horses
have been taught not to buck before now, granted,
but the behaviourist proceeds with the maximum ex-
perlness obtainable, and many tools and appliances
are used, as by Prof. Weber of Harvard, and by Hud-
gins with his dynometer. Human purposes are never
lost sight of. Work has already been done towards
immunizing steeplejacks and structural workers from
the emotional effects of height.

Different schools of psychology may conceivably
draw different conclusions from the data. For in-
stance, response sometimes wears out by repetition—a
feature, doubtless, of the higher class of animal. Pav-
lov's dog eventually ceased to secrete saliva to the
presentation of a stimulus without food : the
Gestalists (Kohler, Koffka, Sander, etc.) call this “ a
falling out of the configuration into the general back-
ground.”

While the experts differ there are many ways in
which the amateur or novice may interest himself,
even if only for amusement, though he will not ex-
pect results of the same consistency as-the expert,
especially if his subject is a mature animal. = Some
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simple cases are discussed in E. M. Smith’s Mind in
Animals. The withdrawal of a tube worm or a tor-
toise on the passing of a shadow offers scope for the
elimination of that response. A spider can be taught
when to leave and when not to leave its web.

Teaming is always helped by motive. McDougal,
for example, found that a rat in a tank of water will
escape by route A, five times practised, rather than
route B (ten times practised, and more recently) if the
latter escape has been accompanied by an electric
shock. A hungry rat, again, will learn more quickly.
ISor is there any need to drag in the concept of con-
sciousness; motivation in very low forms of life may
function without conscious awareness.

In the way that, other things equal, one sleeps
better in one’s own home, a definite environment A
atmosphere will enable human beings to learn 1110c
quickly. A host of environmental concomitants
favour every response. Perhaps you “ bagged ” y0'l
favourite desk at school, or perhaps you go to your
favourite position at a cinema or lecture hall, or have
a favourite place at meals (if so, you will probably
digest your food there).

One researcher, Wilson, has found that nonsense-
syllables are remembered better if the subject is taken
to the place where he learned them—in this case it was
a room where an oil of peppermint odour was sensed-
He found memory ten times as effective wpen the
words were recalled in the same atmosphere.

In & previous Freethinker we mentioned a
experiment whereby Watson’s rat, though reine
blind, deaf and osmotic, found its way out of 8
by means of a space receptor located behind
middle ear. Macfarlane has shown it can either
or swim out, and Lashley has even gone furtliei
showing that with the cerebellum (co-ordina
centre) injured, the rat, unable to keep balance,
roll orrt.

At this pomt it would rather appear that the S.‘l
tist himself is suffering from a conditioned respoie
resulting in his becoming coldly callous to the su
ings and mutilations of the creatures he deals wi
The layman can only hope that the same annuals
not used further, and that the same experiment is 1
repeated on others. j

It has been suggested that such tests are not tests_1
intelligence at all, but of mere mechanigal movent®ii
and the same criticism applies » Thorndikes
which, trapped in a cage, accidentally tone

movement Another cat was also freed on I|ck|ng
self, but when release was withheld for a consider8’
time the response wore down to mere tongue PrO*|lj
sion. It is claimed that intelligence is only teste*
when we prove that the animal can foresee effects.

The answer to this is Kohler’'s and Kellogg’s " nl.r
on apes (see Kohler’'s The Mentality of Apes). JL
behaviour even allows the use of the word ingenuity
That is, they prove that they foresee the effects
cutting down, or eliminating, unnecessary parts of t’
mechanical procedure. They will also impre'lic
simple appliances.  They surpass the dog in man.
ways: for instance they will easily recover food 1
suspended on a string. The number of repetition
needed for mastering a procedure is naturally [°'vf'
with the higher animal (i.c., higher in terms of bra"l
complexity), and each new problem need not 1
mastered de novo.

One of Kohler’'s chimpanzees hit upon the idea Q
catapulting on a trapeze, clutching the food en route-
“ Sultan,” his most ingenious ape, put two sticks to-
gether by a groove (having first done it by accident)
and improvised a long stick out of several short die s-
Kohler claims some power of abstract thought m
these chimpanzees,
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Before leaving the subject of psychology there is a
popular notion debunked in the work, Human

1sychology. It is the notion that we can improve our
memory. “ The bare retentive power of the mind,
since it is the functional correlate of structural

changes in the brain, is determined by an inherited
Plasticity of nerve tissue. . . . Once laid down in the
Remi plasm it is fixed for the lifetime.” Conse-
qguently memory cannot be improved; it can only be
1 "paired. There are aids to memory, motives for re-
membering, but no ways of augmenting the original
Jasticity. Training may get the best out of what is
'me, environmental circumstances may render it
easier to remember, but the retentive power is limited,
ence there is no analogy with muscle development.
H'e more complex mental functions are not for-
S°hen in the book, though naturally less is known
AI0,lt them, and common perceptual associative
unking, merging gradually into rational thought, is
with faithfully.

George Santayana (G. W. Howgate; Oxford Un.
'css>1938; 363 pp., 16s.) is a fairly thorough study
0 a philosopher who is a self-styled materialist. We
mve before in these columns given a brief exposition
'is system and will only add that in this book there
much biographical content. Santayana, poet,
Philosopher and moralist, clothes his ideas in felicitous
jnguage : nevertheless, his philosophy is perhaps too
' "druse for the average reader, and particularly his
mitnient of “ Essence.” He was born in Madrid,
might in America, where he contributed to the newer
La"st school of thQUght, and is now resident in Italy.

Natural Causes and Supernatural Seemings (H.
1 adsley; abridged edition in The Thinker’s Library,
[P39, by Watts; 149 pp., is.). This is founded on

m levised edition of 1896 and the name of Maudsley

ands for sanity in psychology. At a time when
">Ui was being propagated, his Physiology of the

md flrs( e(jibon, 1S67) was a clearing of the path
A a sound scientific analysis of human behaviour; it
'as entirely free from vague introspectionism, then
11 unusual merit in a book dealing with mind, and
"'ds a straightforward defence of the physiological
"etliocl.  Many philosophers, too, came within the
d'°Pe of Ibs criticism. In the work under notice there
Is an exposition, in three parts, of the ways in which
'V? mortals can fall into error; fallacies of the sound
IInicl>of the unsound mind, and of the ecstatic and

mtuitional.” As presented, the book makes easy
'I"d profitable reading. The complete omission of
I first section, much of which “ stands to sense,”
""Slit have left room for extra matter concerning
ysticism, which perhaps is more puzzling than the
"1Bnary everyday errors of observation.

f he Papacy in Politics To-day (J. McCabe; R.P.A.,
«"eond Edition, 1939). A few "footnotes at the end of
¥ chapter bring the first edition ('37) up to date. Mr.
lu'Cabe casts his eye round many lands and packs
Int° his pages an unanswerable indictment. Follow-
">g the story about Lord Beaverbrook, the later one is

lat Mr. 'McCabe looks under his bed each night in
s<arcli of a Papist Plot.
~ is to be hoped that this book is read widely
long political movements.
Leonard Nelson (International Publishing Co., 6d.,
.<hdon, 1939). Nelson’s Politics and Education is
some respects the “ Bible ” of the political move-
meiit he founded, the Militant Socialist International,
wlson drew from Kant via Fries, and this book con-
liii"'s an introductory notice of his life and work,
‘““llowed by important extracts from his writings and
simeches. For 16 years, until his death in 1927, he
"as a university lecturer in philosophy. The party,
founded in 1926, removed to Denmark following the
r.se of Hiller to power. There are several brands of
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Socialism afoot, and perhaps none more utterly op-
posed to clericalism.  The present booklet is given
largely to Nelson’s criticism of Democracy as a form
of government, and the introduction brings out the
connexion with the existing situation. Democracy,
it is claimed, nurtures Fascism and clericalism. This
is the kind of booklet that would make an admirable
basis of discussion for a students’ circle or debating
centre, without the risk of losing contact with the
practical questions of the day.

Two other works, Nature and Nurture (Prof. L. H.
Hogben; Allen and Unwin, 1939; 143 pp. 6s. 6d.) and
Heredity and Politics (Prof. J. B. S. Haldane; Allen
and Unwin, 1938; 7s. 6d.) are of such import, especi-
ally in regard to any movement for eugenic reform,
that they require special treatment.

G. IL

Taylor

Book Notes

Judds, a Novel by Eric Linklater, London : Cape.

Mr. Linki.atkr's favourite hero, Don Juan, takes a back
seat this time, unless Judas is meant for one of Don
Juan’s aliases. We see,no reason why Mr. Linklater
should not write his fiction to add to the Gospel fictions
about the mysterious character of Judas. While we
acknowledge that the present author adds immeasurably
to revealed “ truth ”—in fact his long story makes the
Apostles’ story look like a tiny paragraph in the gossip
column of the Nazareth News—he throws no light at all
on the old problems. He fails to knock logic into the
strange God Jesus’s choosing a thief and traitor to be
cashier and Disciple. Nor is this lengthy narrative ex-
plicative of why Judas had to be paid good money to
identify a man (or god) perfectly well known to multi-
tudes ; Mr. Linklater even says that Caiaplias employed
spies to watch Jesus. We were half-hoping that the
novelist would help us to decide between the contradic-
tions about Judas apparent in the gospels. For instance
how did Judas die ? Alas, Mr. Linklater selects Hanging
as Judas’s fate. Acts i. 16-25 gives a nastier fate to the
traitor. There is, of course, no evidence at all. What
we like about Mr. Linklater’s story is that all the char-
acters speak nice up-to-date American “ slanguage.”
“You're making a hell of a mistake, said Simon.” (p.
125). “This morning, said Rednose, | got a poke in the
guts” (p. 120). And a gentleman named Cushi gives Jesus
a handsome testimonial: “You've got the idea that He’s
a common ignorant Agitator with a one-track mind.
Well, he isn't. He’s got the only decent brain that’s
been born in this blasted country for five hundred years,”
and Simon agrees that “ that business about the coin was
clever, but it didn’'t mean anything ” (Cushi had called
it “ just eye-wash ”). Let 1Is add that it is a decidedly
readable book—almost the last page expressing one char-
acter’s view—original but noteworthy : “ It was strange,
thought Amplias, that of the Twelve, only Judas had
hanged himself.” Amplias anticipates the probable
wonder of sane men in future times.

G.B.

Correspondence

X-RAY EYES, OR FUN AT THE FAIR

»

To the Editor of the - Freethinker

>§ii,— | have before suggested that if “ the man with
X-ray eyes ” can really read through a folded cloth, it
should make no difference if the cloth covered the print.
A challenge to this effect also appeared in a Birkenhead
paper following a lecture | gave there. 1 do not know
how many imitators Kuda Bux has, but I juet a case at a
seaside resort in August, advertised as the boy with
X-ray eyes, “ baffled doctors,” etc., etc.

'Pile preliminaries consisted of the old game of naming,
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while blindfolded, the articles and colour thereof taken
by a confederate from the audience : 1 take it readers
are well aware of how this is done.

Next came the offer to read, and | at once presented a
book covered with a kerchief and asked for the second
par. on p. 221, at which page the book was open. 1 said
1 should prefer that the controller did not handle the
book, but he replied he would conduct matters in his own
way.

The book was placed before the X-ray eyes, and the
boss started on a speech to the audience about my being
obstinate. | took up a position where f could keep watch
on the book, and saw that the cover was not dislodged.
Meanwhile the temper of the showman was rapidly ris-
ing. Finally the blindfolded wonder read out the follow-
ing enlightening statement: “ Two-two-two.”

That concluded the proceedings so far as the managers
were concerned, and with a gesture of triumph | was
offered the book back. | immediately reminded the audi-
ence that the number 221 had been supplied by men in
the hearing of everyone, and again asked for the second
par. The controller said he had finished with me, and
would have me thrown out.

1 repeated my original request and made clear to the
audience the meaning and purpose of the proposed test.
An appeal was then made by the controller to the sym-
pathy of the audience, e.g., the boy was only 15. 1| re-
plied that X-ray eyes functioned as well at 15 as at 50, if
not better, and persisted with my original request.

Numerous red herrings characterized a further speech,
e.g., /50, I think, if 1 could read with my eyes bunged
up with dough (Mr. Harry Price has, | understand, a
simple theory to cover the dough, when the eyes are
actually used). | said that the bandages and dough could
be removed, giving the boy the unrestricted use of his
eyes, and | would offer the same test.

The showmen, reinforced from neighbouring stalls,
were by now wildly angry, and with some buffeting and
plenty of adjectives. |, was given a lurid picture of my
immediate fate if |1 did not get one. Their truculence
abated somewhat when 1 asked the one who had * been
a hoaxer ” (an ohl tale) if he would be interested to learn
that | had packed the audience with a few pals who could
each “ hand it out a bit.”

Apparently fearing to lose the confidence of his
customers the controller affected to agree to a new test,
and | accordingly chose another page and covered it as
before. While speaking to the audience he placed the
book in front of the X-ray eyes, and in the same move-
ment casually removed the cover. [I' pointed this out at
once to the audience, most of whom were now, | dare
say, as sceptical as I.

lleing finally met with a blunt refusal to carry out the
test, | said 1 was satisfied to have established my point
and was prepared to leave. A silly attempt was made
to withhold the book, until I remarked, what was a fact,
that it belonged to the local council, who would have to
be informed of the circumstances of its disappearance.

As far as 1 could see the show broke up at this point,
and f noticed arguments, and even fighting postures,
outside as | left, having had a good 3d. worth of enjoy-
ment. Apart from that, T think much good is done by
making people sceptical of what they read and hear, for
T have no doubt at all that up to 80 or go per cent of those
who pay to see such performances believe they are seeing
something supernormal if not supernatural.

G. H. Tayi.or

CURRENCY AND WHEAT

Sir,—1 cannot too warmly thank you for the oppor-
tunity to place the subject of the currency and the wheat
standard before thousands of the acutest intellects in the
world. The two critics 1 thank also. Neither of them
has suggested an alternative unless Mr. Eraser thinks the
present system is better. My first critic opposed on the
plea of cost and perishability. Well the Peruvians
under the Incas as Prescott tells us kept a six years
supply of corn in advance, and they had, | think, 10
sheets of stainless steel, no aluminium, no poison gas to
control insects, no air conditioning apparatus.  Surely
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we can do what they did. Neither Cobbett nor Cobden
approved of a paper currency without backing.

Mr. Fraser’s criticism is more detailed, but partly con-
tradicts the other. He thinks a man or nation could
hoard wheat to another’s detriment! How, he does not
saj . | venture to think it impossible.

Mi. Fraser says between the symbol and the wealth it
symbolizes there is an unbridgeable gulf. In 191 ~
took notes to the Rank of England and got gold for them.
Where was the gulf? There'should not be and there was
not any. Our troubles arise when there is no bridge, and
that is what happens when all wealth is the backing-
\ou can never reach agreement as to relative value in
peace or war. Mr. Fraser says all wealth is now at the
back of our currency. When did the Bank of England
become the owner of all the wealth in the land? And
if | took notes there, what wealth could | obtain? I8
sibly some silver coins, useless outside Britain.

W. W. KENSETT

National Secular Society

Report of Executive Meeting hei.d September 7> 1(J-'1

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the Chair-
Also present: Messrs. Clifton, Hornibrook, p * ~
Bryant, Preece, Seibert, Ebury, Bedborougb, t,n 1
and the Secretary. . e(%
Minutes of previous meeting read and aE?eqt
Financial Statement presented.

New members were admitted to Glasgow, Kn‘lguﬁh
Southend, North London, West London, West
Branches and the Parent Society.

Permission was given for the formation of a Bran
the society at Southend-on-Sea, to be known as the >Q
end and District Branch of the N.S.S.
Correspondence was dealt with from Bradford,
burn, Swansea, Staffs, and West Ham. ;
rom

The Report of the Sub-Committee on Motiondtf) Tim
the Annual Conference was presented and accepted-
President pressed that the matter be put aside f»r
time being, and after discussion the meeting accepts ®

In view of the lighting regulations it was agree
the next meeting of the Executive be held on a Sum
as the most convenient day for members.

The proceedings then closed.

R. H. Rosetti,

General Secrete” 'm

SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES, «is"

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street,
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not
inserted.

LONDON
OUTDOOR

Rkthnai, Green and Hackney Branch N.S'.S. (ViCtOI"-
Park, near the Bandstand) : 3.15, Mrs. E. Grout.

North London Branch N.S.S. White Stone Pond, lla,uP
stead) : 11.30. Parliament Hill Fields, Hampstead, 3-3* '
L. Ebury will speak at these meetings.

COUNTRY

OUTDOOR
3.15, Sunday, Mr. J. Clayton.
Burni.ey Market : 6.30, Sunday, Mr. J. Clayton.
HuncoaT : 6.15, Monday, Mr. J. Clayton.
SCOUTbottom : 6.15, Friday, Mr. J. Clayton.

Brierfield Market :
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£W0 GREAT PIONEER FREETHINKERS

HENRY HETHERINGTON

(1792-1849)

Ambrose G. Barker

Price 6d. By post 7d.

PETER ANNET—1693-1769

Ella Twynam

Price post free 28d.

1m*y safely be said that only a small minority
Present-day Freethinkers are aquainted with
e hves of those men and women, to whom
ey> and the English speaking peoples owe so
~Uch. Annetand Hetherlngton bore aloft the
e flag of Freethought at a time when men
to face imprisonment for daring to question
, 6 claims of the Church. But these two men
did more than that. 1hey were among the
Zanders of modern democracy in this country,
and it Isone of the disgraces of our history that
tlle>r Work has been so generally slurred over,
W, 'er> it is not completely ignored. These two
Pamphlets will introduce, to those who need
the introduction, two doughty fighters in the
best of all causes.

FANFARE FOR
FREETHOUGHT

By

BAYARD SIMMONS

~ collection of verse wise and witty, fill-

ing 5 gap in Freethought propagandist

lit Specially and tastefully printed
and bound.

erature.

Pr‘ce One Shilling. Postage Twopence

MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY! |

Why not try the Vegetarian Way P

Free Literature, including Recipes, |

from The Vegetarian Society, 57 PrinoeBS Street, j
Manchester, 2
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President - - - CHAPMAN COHEN

General Secretary - R. H. ROSETTL1.
68 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 4

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTB.

ECULARISM affirms that this life is the only one of
which we have any knowledge, and that human
effort should be wholly directed towards its improve-
ment : it asserts that supernaturalism is based upon
ignorance, and assails it as the historic enemy of pro-
gress.

Secularism affirms that progress is only possible on
the basis of equal freedom of speech and publication ; it
affirms that liberty belongs of right to all, and that the
free criticism of institutions and ideas is essential to a
civilized State.

Secularism affirms that morality is social in origin and
application, and aims at promoting the happiness and
well-being of mankind.

Secularism demands the complete secularization of the
State, and the abolition of all privileges granted to re-
ligious organizations it seeks to spread education, tu
promote the fraternity of peoples as a means of advanc-
ing international peace, to further common cultural in-
terests, and to develop the freedom and dignity of man

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The Trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

| hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purpose«
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

The National Secular Society was founded in i865 by
Charles Bradlaugh. He remained its President until
shortly before his death, and the N.S.S. has never
ceased to live up to the tradition of “ Thorough ”
which Bradlaugh by his life so brilliantly exemplified.

The N.S.S. is the only organization of militant
Freethinkers in this country. It aims to bring into
one body all those who believe the religions of the
world to lie based on error, and to be a source of in-
jury to the best interests of Society. It claims that all
political laws and moral rules should be based upon
purely secular considerations. It is without sectarian
aims or party affiliations.

If you appreciate the work that Bradlaugh did, if
you admire the ideals for which he lived and fought,
it is not enough merely to admire. The need for action
and combined effort is as great to-day as ever. You
can best help by filling up the attached form and
joining the Society founded by Bradlaugh.

MEMBERSHIP

Any person is eligible as a member on signing tha
following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

Name

Address

Occupation

Dated this.....day oOf......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiins io...
This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretar]j
with a subscription.

P.5.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year
everv member is left to fix his own subscription according
to his means and interest in the cause.
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™ Great Book on a Great Subject

POSSESSION

Demoniacal and Other, among Primitive Races, in Antiquity,
the Middle Ages and Modern Times

Professor T. K. OESTERREICH

(TUBINGEN)

This work, published in 1930, is an outstanding work on the question of
“ possession ” by spirits, and in effect a critical examination of the theory o
“souls.” The phenomena are dealt with in terms of modern psycho-pathology-
The approach is completely scientific. It deals with the phenomena named as set
forth in the Bible, the New Testament, in the primitive world, in ancient an
modern times, as well as in connexion with modern Spiritualism.

400 pp. published at 21s. Price 5s. 6d., postage 6d.

Colonial Order's Sixpence Extra

Only a limited number available

(
ESSAYS IN |
,y HUMANITY AND
FREETHINKING M\
) | WAR
FIFTH SERIES i
I \ BY
i1
CHAPMAN COHEN | CHAPMAN COHEN
|
About Books. The Damned Truth. Maeter- ‘| .
linck ondlmr:nortality. On Snobs and Snobbery. i ‘I Egsrttggé)ai%ese,xvtvrl;h -T-?]\:zrls aTF:erei:]?;;;r:
Jesus and the B.B.C. Man'’s Greatest Enemy. . .
Dean Inge Among the Atheists. Polities and Re- \ view of the whole subect of war, fearlessly
ligion.  Christianity on Trial. Woman and 3 and simply expressed. In order to assist
Christianity. Why ? Man and His Environ- \ 1 in its circulation eight copies will be sent
ment.  The Nemesis of Christianity. _Good I | for Two Shillings postage paid. Terms
God ! God and the Weather. Women in the _ for larger quantities on application.
Pulpit. All Sorts of Ideas. According to Plan. | 1|
A Question of Honour. Are We Christian? A j \
Study in Fallacy. Medical Science and the i \
Church. ’
\ \ Send at once for a Supply
-
Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Series 2s. 6d. each ]
I Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by
1 ) the Pioneer Press, 6r lhirringdon St., H.O4
. LONDON
L Price 2s. 6d. Postage 3d. { \
| i\
a jf* —_—
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