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Views and Opinions

-'I-h9 ®onscientiou8 Objector
(A that what | am about to say this week will
¢, Kieatly please many of my readers. But in that
*e * Tiy the flattering unction to my soul, that | do
doiC i lracticc of writing to please anyone. To
Op. lal>as | have so often said, is just a shade less
0); f t ,ouable than writing in fear of offending any-
I X ~ what | write pleases readers, so much the
n .M If it does not, well, in that case | shall have
0 east brought home the fact that there is more than
fO s'Vay of looking at the same problem, and this may
f] examination of the other side. Without doing
>, § * question whether anyone has a full right to
OfN "tat he has any opinion at all. Without a sense
0CW ««»1one Llay have a prejudice for or against,
‘Ail aS K> r'Kht to say that he has an opinion. The
r "Waning of opinion is a judgment that falls short
j “Uhority to call itself a certainty. If | know that
11 Smith lias been passing forged notes, | do not
Jar ~’af “ in my opinion ” he has done so. | say he
j'lbdone so. If Tsay | have an opinion that lie lias,
of 11 confessing that there is some doubt of the truth
"y statement.
jn 0 have an opinion is, then, to reach a conclusion
(1 Un face of-etestimony that cannot command cer-
in ty’ And for tllat reason we are justified in say-
t]" fh;,it the man who does not know the other side of
;i casg has no right to say that he lias any opinion at
' That, of course, would put most people out of
altogether. For most people simply will not
jI'(. at the other side.  Of course they commence
j(°Ir statement with “ 111 my opinion,” but that is
1 sl aamouflage. The more correct statement would
" What | say is—'' That is all there is in it.
I ‘'at they say (and, if a parrot could formulate a
T'Tilly statement, what it says) would be almost as
"Tlleetually enlightened.
* * *
G(’7¥'>aor'lptian
\t the moment Conscription is here, the question
t'oiiscientious objection to military service is also
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with us, and things are moving in the same direction
as they did during the “ great war.” When the
Government brought in the recent Conscription Bill
—it would have been too straightforward to have
called it by that name—assurances were given by the
Prime Minister that every consideration would be
given to the Conscientious Objector; he would be in
the hands of a special tribunal, and there would be no
penalization, either during the silent war that is in
being, or after the noisy one that may come. | do
not know whether Mr. Chamberlain spoke with his
tongue in his cheek, but, while no one regards him
as an intellectual genius, one can hardly think of him
as so great a fool as to be blind to the fact that no Act
of Parliament can make a tribunal impartial, and if
these tribunals were as impartial as our high courts
of justice, that would not make the general public
tolerant concerning men who have declined military
service at a time when we are told that our salvation
depends upon the strength of the armed forces. The
only real way to put conscientious objection on a fail-
basis, would be, as in the case of vaccination, to
make a simple declaration suffice. To make the issue
dependent upon the ability of unskilled men to con-
duct a verbal battle with a tribunal, is quite absurd.
Am | then claiming that any person who says he has
an objection to serve in the army should be excused,
while others are being conscripted ? Not at all. My
position is that, in this instance, the logical way is the
proper way, and the one that is least free from in-
justice. Either there should be Conscription for all,
from the sons of the King, down to the poorest com-
moner (a nice word that for a democracy) or there
should be complete dependence on the voluntary
system. 11 the last war the Government permitted
a plea of conscientious objection to be entered, and
then, when the tribunals instead of conceiving their
true duty to be that of seeing how many people should
be kept out of the army, decided it was their job to
see how many could be forced in, those who were ex-
cused were upbraided by people and Government,
many sent to prison, and in some prisons treated with
gross brutality by their keepers. The whole thing
worked badly and unjustly in the last war, and it will
work badly, at any time. Already letters are appear-
ing in the papers denouncing those men who decline
the use of arms as a method of settling differences.

* * *

Pro and Con

Now, if the Conscientious Objector rests his case
upon the wickedness of war and the belief that no
country can benefit from war (I am not concerned
with financial profit, material gains in territory, Q-
gains of that description) if it is meant that the mili-
tary life is relatively a bad one, that war brutalizes
those who conquer equally with those who are con-
qguered, | agree wfith all this. War breeds brutalities,
it creates enmities instead of friendships, it fosters



546

feeling's that are as far away as possible from healthy
social ones, and it presents the conquerors with a
Hitler, a Mussolini, and concentration camps. All
this | said in 1914 to 1918 (when war, as war, was
more popular because it was less costly in danger and
cash) and my opinion on these points has not altered
in the slightest. | say now as | said then that the
essential question before a country is not always war
or peace, (no more dishonest alternative was ever
coined than this one for use during the past year) it
is often a choice between war and worse than war.
The choice before any of us is whether in given cir-
cumstances death may not be preferable to life. The
coward may prefer to die many deaths. The brave
man dies but once.

But it does not follow from this that | agree entirely
with the Conscientious Objector, or with his opposite
number the militarist. It is most obvious that a
member of a nation at war simply cannot stand out-
side it in a position of neutrality. One cannot escape
the dangers to which the rest of the people are ex-
posed, neither can one forego any kind of benefit
which victory may bestow. Neither can he avoid
helping on the war by any kind of alternative labour
he may do. If he is put to any kind of “ non-com-
batant ” service he is releasing a man for active mili-
tary service. If he engages in a form of labour that
has no connexion with war, the same result follows.
If the cost of living increases he will share it, if the
cost of living declines he will share that also. If
wages are higher or lower as a consequence of the war,
the Conscientious Objector cannot avoid his share in
either direction.  If he confines himself to growing
corn he is feeding the army. No man can cut him-
self adrift from the social group with which he is liv-
ing and, in these days, even though he went to an-
other country the same position would exist. No man
can completely separate himself from the community
to which he belongs.

That, | think, is obvious; and the Greeks, as usual,
got there. | fancy it occurs in one of the plays of
Aristophanes.  Athens is about to go to war with
another people, and two Athenian citizens sent to the
King of the other country a treaty of peace between
him and them. The absurdity, the impossibility, of
a number of people standing completely apart from
their fellows was never more convincingly shown.
But social problems are seldom new ones. They are
old ones in a little different situation.

* * *

The Reformer’s Road

I am not attacking the Conscientious Objector. On
the contrary, | have a very high respect for his char-
acter. | am not concerned with the man who adopts
the position as a cover for something else. Neither
do | sympathize with those foolish people who sneer
at the Conscientious Objector as being afraid. As
things are the courage of the genuine Conscientious
Objector is demonstrated in his public declaration.
Whether the other man has courage or not he has to
prove after enlistment. He may have enlisted from
fear of public censure, or because he was carried on a
wave of popular passion, or for any one of half-a-dozen
other reasons. The prospect of being, while the war
is on or even when it is imminent, held up to popular
admiration, or of being somebody for once in a while,
may lead to enlistment. No Conscientious Objector
may count upon a Cabinet Minister going to taste his
stew to see that it is all right, or to take care that his
living-room is furnished with flowers and reading
material.

But so far as daring social opinion, or braving the
sneers, of one’s workmates, or one’s neighbours, or
being held up to opprobrium by the press, goes, to
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e" 1 W\ . le Conscientious Objector is giving an
of Him IS SIncerity and of his courage. And nmen
or t " lieiher we are in agreement with them

n , ' mdicate a type of character that society can

neglect or suppress only at its peril.

. o . . time of
but neither the Conscientious Objector in

war, nor the heretic or revolutionist in times
peace, may expect the admiration and resi>ect O
Society as a whole if lie seriously runs against its most
cherished opinions or institutions. A well known
public character, a Christian, said to me at the end of
a long wrangle between myself and a couple of Irs
friends, What do you think would happen if eve')'
one held the same opinions as yourself? Well

| replied, “ | think there would be a pretty big * DU
UR, nud another antagonistic movement would heme to
be developed.” “ But,” | went on to say, ere
is no need for alarm, Human Society is never h'e®
to be overcome by such an epidemic of intelligence™
you are thinking of, and, meanwhile, the need fOl L
is the existence of you, and it is not unknown ™ e
revolutionist of one generation to become tl'e Mt
shell conservative of the next.”” But the reforineii M
man who challenges public opinion and “ outrage
public feeling must not expect Society as a "

to applaud his conduct. If it tolerates his exists j
he must be content.  Tributes and admiration "
come later—when the challenger is dead.

So | conclude we are not so much on the h°nl
of a dilemma as we are in the presence of an inconS's®
ency. The Conscientious Objector, to use™ ™
language of biology, represents a social ‘‘sport. ri
stands as a protest on behalf of individual indepe~
ence against the coercive quality of the social w
But Society cannot be made up of “ sports them »
a limit to what it will put up with so far as depart'l
from normal conduct and opinion, (which is all® the
form of conduct) is concerned. It may submit to
most varied opinions concerning every institution-
may even defend the right of the individual to expl-
those opinions; indeed in the field of opinion the 0" >
limit that one need expect and allow for, is our O
friend—breach of the public peace. But
Society, through its acknowledged form of govcll’
ment, imposes upon its members certain obligatiOlY
those obligations should be common to all. If itaS'
for volunteers only, we arc in another situation, y
there is no justification for making a service oblige
tory, and then saying, but, if any of you do not car
for it, you may stand aside.

I think we should all admire the man who stands "!’
for his own personal opinions whatever they may 1)C
and with whatever subject they are concerned.
man who does this, promptly and boldly, stands,
have already said, upon a much higher level, and,
the case of existing conditions, is actually perform'1"
a higher social service—at least one of a more end"1"
ing character—than lie who rushes to arms, and the"
returns to civil life with a lot of fantastic and stereo-
typed absurdities about the fine time lie had with thc

hoys ” during the war, and so forth. The latter
doing what he can, quite unconsciously, of course, to
moralize all the wrong and brutalities and iniquit"®
that are inseparable from war, however inevitable they
may be. But the former is pointing the way towards
a higher type of human society. He is calling atten-
tion to the fact that just as the real choice may be, 0Ol
may soon become, the choice between war and worse
than war, so the choice the Conscientious Objector
has before him is affirming in ways that seems best to
him the conviction that of all fields for the discuss""l
of human differences the battle-field is the most 1"
decisive and the most demoralizing. But he must not
expect his way to be easy. He can protest, he should
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M permitted to protest, because he is in the minority.
If lie were in the majority (and we were faced by the
situation we are faced with to-day) it might well be
that there would he a clamour for the suppression of
those heretics—the men who wished for war.

Chapman Coiikn

Pietism and Progress

Hie whole history of civilization is strewn with creeds
and institutions which were invaluable at first, and
deadly afterwards.—Bagchot.

A FAVOURITE argument with preachers of all denomi-
nations is that civilization is due to the Christian Re-
filon. Tlie speakers have repeated it so often that
kKore of them actually believe it. They point,
triumphantly, to Britain, France, the United States,
aud other countries, and declare that they are civil-
Ized, and that it is all due to the fact that these places
are also Christian. Some of the more ignorant
Cospellers shout that if it were not for the “ Blessed
jilde ” we should all murder one another. And,
| leili glancing to see if their hats are still where they
At them, they pronounce the benediction, and go
10"le with their share of the collection.

Hie argument is not a new one, for it is part of the
riock-m-trade of the professional sons-of-God. It
"ay not be a perfect argument, but there are no goot
reasons in defence of Christianity. And a priest must
*Mend his salary, so there you are 1 It was used by
'Menders of the Faith a hundred years ago, and it
Mil be used as long as hot-gospellers find preaching
j® a paying profession. Ingersoll made rare fun of
‘e contention a generation ago. He said that to
Wlie that civilization was due to the Christian Bible,
~as as valuable as to say that civilization was due to
; le stove-pipe hat. Wherever there was civilization,
II'cre was that hat.  Therefore, civilization was due
> die stove-pipe hat. Mark Twain was even more
crit’cal than Ingersoll. Mark said that the presence

riie Holy Bible was not an unmixed good, for soon
Ller an unfortunate native had received the blessing
a copy of God’s Word from a missionary, he found
at lie had got a Bible, but had lost his own home.

It cunnot be too often repeated that the clergy, as a
€8S, ae not educated. They are only educated in
J1l letter of their own profession, which is not real
‘i'«Mon at all. To defend a dying creed by the
, 1" dead languages is not education in the modern

'Se °f that word. Nor has the habit of blustering
jtl twisting the truth much educational value.

Would be very difficult to find any body of men so

 'rely ignorant of the culture of their own profes-
IR""  The average clerk in holy orders is, usually, a
H ' Stator, and the pulpit is a coward’s castle, with
\, .opportunity of reply, a pleasing state of affairs
.. 'Mi is taken full advantage of by the clergy. It is a
stressing fact that Spurgeon, the most popular
cacher of the 19th century, was the advocate of a
‘cology as uncultured as anything that might have
AM direct from the cotton-fields of Carolina, U.S.A.

lat it never detracted from his popularity is not a

"pliment to the education of his numerous hearers
11(] readers. Of all the countless millions of sermons
covered by the Christian clergy only a mere handful
o Worth any consideration, and even in these cases,
"s is due to the beauty of the language employed,
j( not to the antiquated ideas themselves. No
a,idsinen can play the same tune for two thousand
Mrs without tiring Ix>th themselves and their audi-
Alc’. More so, if that tune is 110 more exhilarating
lan “ the funeral march of a stewed eel.”
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The argument advanced is that civilization is due
to the Christian Religion. Which, as old Euclid
says, “ is absurd.” For there were very many civil-
izations long before there was any Christianity. And,
so far as Europe is concerned, the most backward, the
least progressive of the countries, are the most priest-
ridden and the most pious. The converse is also
true. France is, intellectually speaking, in the very
vanguard of progress. There are probably more
Freethinkers in France than any other country in the
world, and French literature is one blaze of splendid
scepticism from the days of Abelard to those of Ana-
tole France. Present-day Britain is not so much
antagonistic to, as averse from, Christianity. Only
one Briton in nineteen attends a place-of-worship, and
this includes the *“ coals and blankets ” brigade
which forms a large part of the total. The only thing
that keeps the Christian Religion going in Britain is
the heavy endowments associated with the various
churches. Even the foundations of the State Church
are undermined. She still clutches her revenues, but
the reverence of the people is everywhere departing
from her.

Theology is not progressive. Truth is said to be
recorded in certain writings, and, once accepted, these
writings are regarded as infallible. Or, maybe, the
Church itself is regarded as infallible. The more
fanatical the believers, the more reactionary they are
bound to become. Too extreme reverence for a sacred
book has been one of the causes of the unprogressive
character of the Hindoo and Mohammedan peoples.
The Abyssinian of the fifth century, clasping his
Bible, is in precisely the same position, intellectually
and socially, as an Abyssinian of the twentieth century
with a Bible. It is surely remarkable that the pro-
fession of the Christian Faith, and the spiritual activi-
ties of the most ancient of the Christian Churches,
should, after so many centuries, have produced so
barren a result. Before the Italian priests convert
these barbarians to the Church Catholic, the British
and Foreign Bible Society had better look to its fading
laurels.

The most crushing rejoinder, however, is furnished
by Abyssinia, which has enjoyed the benefits of
Christianity, such as they are alleged to be, far longer
than the majority of European countries.  Whilst
our British ancestors were painted savages, Abyssinia
possessed the glorious Gospel.  When Europe was
peopled largely by barbarians, Abyssinia had her
Coptic Church. If any country should be civilized,
intellectual, progressive, humane, it is Ethopia. But
what do we find ?

Instead of this traditionally Christian country lead-
ing the world in civilization, it was until yesterday a
stronghold of slavery, with a priesthood in supreme
control, dominating a people who were living lives
little removed from that of the primitive Bedouins.
The attempts that were made to destroy slavery—be-
fore the Italian invasion showed that another
Christian people, with the connivance of the oldest of
Christian Churches, could outdo the Abyssinians in
pillage, and the brutal destruction of women and
children—all attempts to destroy slavery in Abyssinia
was defeated by the native priesthood brandishing its
sacred I>ook in defence of the institution. For nearly
twenty centuries Abyssinia had possessed the blessing
of the Bible and Christianity. The two combined
had not civilized the Abyssinians; that had given the
Abyssinians neither enlightenment or civilization. Us
fall before the murderous policy of another Christian
people merely emphasizes the absurdity of counting
“ Christianity ” and civilization as synonymous
terms.

One reason, of course, for Abyssinia’s condition is
that the country is remote, inaccessible, unattractive.
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Intercourse with foreigners was rare, and old, bar-
barian customs settled down into a terrible stereotype,
heavy and unyielding. The reason why Britain is so
much more progressive is due to the simple fact that
this country has always benefited from the intercourse
with foreigners. It is the one thing which has saved
us from social and intellectual stagnation, it is the
source of our proud position among the nations.
Foreigners bring fresh ideas which break down fixed
rules and settled customs, which tend to ossify a
nation. Every foreigner is, so to speak, a Free-
thinker, a living spectacle of an admitted unbelief
which, eventually, tends to modify or destroy the old,
primitive, social and religious customs. “ There's
nothing right or wrong, but thinking makes it so.”
The mass of men think but slowly, the foreigner chal-
lenges old custom.  This interplay of ideas which
makes progress possible, is, in the last analysis, Free-
thought.

Mimnkrmus

The Customs and Culture of the
Cassubians

The economy, language and observances of the sur-
viving remnant of a Slavonic stock, which forms the
westernmost section of their race are scientifically
studied in a work entitled The jCassubian Civilization
(Faber, 1935). Eminent authorities have collaborated
in this undertaking, and Dr. Malinowski has contri-
buted an instructive preface.

In this, Malinowski notes that the Cassubians, or as
the Poles term them, the Kaszubs (pronounced Kah-
slioobs) “ are the only living representatives of a body
of Slavonic tribes who some ten centuries ago peopled
the whole territory of Eastern Germany, as far as the
river Elbe. In their language culture and present-day
life they are the only remaining specimen of that part
of Europe before its Germani/.ation. For, although
for centuries the Kaszubs have remained in contact
with the superior civilization of their Teutonic neigh-
bours . . . they have retained their nationality, that
is, the language, customs and domestic organization
of their forefathers.” Also, an additional interest is
afforded by the fact that these communities dwell in
the precaripus and much discussed Danzig area.

The nefarious partition of old-time Poland by
Russia, Prussia and Austria, and the harsh despotism
of the two former States made Poland become “ the
cradle of modern European nationalism.” Austrian
Poland, however, was more humanely admin-
istered, as Malinowski, who is himself a Pole,
admits. But Austrian authority was weak, and
national hatreds strong. We are reminded that:
‘““In Galicia, the Polish majority bullied the
Ruthenians; in Bohemia tire Germans squabbled
with the Czechs; and in the South the Italians
with the Tyrolese and Slovenes. In addition,
there was the other half of the Dual Monarchy which

denationalized its minorities as ruthlessly as is now
done in Roumania against the Hungarians them-
selves.” In conclusion, Dr. Malinowski congratu-

lates the Baltic Institute in making possible the publi-
cation of the joint researches of German and Polish
humanists, whose labours prove that so long as science
remains unrestrained by racial prejudice and political
pressure, it still serves to further friendly intercourse
and aid among the nations.

The Cassubians have long been converted to Christ-
ianity, but the influences of an earlier cult persist.
.Spectral agencies detrimental to children are dreaded,
and even the unborn babe is endangered. The preg-
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nant mother’s likeness must not be taken, or her oil-
spring will be unprepossessing in appearance. |If ~
glanced at a squirrel the infant would be red-haired
like the treacherous Judas. A rosary or scapular is
suspended from the child’s neck to protect it fro"l
goblins.  Many other superstitions are associated
with childhood until its period terminates with tbe
taking of the sacrament and release from school.

Although the disinterested character of love and
matrimony is acclaimed in Cassubian songs, mercen-
ary' motives are not only present, but usually predomi-
nate in marriage. Very rarely indeed does wealth
unite with poverty. Before and during Advent the
prospective bridegroom attends church on Sundays
to survey the bevy of beauty at its devotions, but he
almost invariably selects a partner of his own socia
and economic standing, for his parents would refuse
to recognize any other engagement.

When death takes place the mirror is covered with
a cloth and the house-clock is stopped. The dead
person s eyes are closed and his body is sprinkled with
holy water. Dr. Eorcntz states that: “ If IC
deceased was a farmer, it was his son’s duty to an-
nounce his death to all domestic animals, including
the bees, and in some places even the fruit trees.
1 ben the dead man is attired in his best clothing and
placed in the coffin. Presumably for service in tIC
spoil realm, it was customary with the Protesta"
Cassubiaus to provide the corpse with a hymn book,
a com, some treasured object and even a few feather*
of the domesticated fowls. Despite the solemnity ot
the occasion, the burial was succeeded by a jovial re-
past at an inn which frequently became as hilar"'l
and noisy as a wedding festivity.

Meredith’s country merry-making on the green *
now a memory. The traditional pastimes—the
games, the spinning parties-and processiBris 'iladﬁ
and lasses in the bright summer sunshine, the *
fresco songs and dances are no more. The sawil"»
clergy frowned on the sometimes too convivial ¢cn”
acter of these amusements and brought about t ejr;
suppression. This was tolerated for a time, but
last tlie people rose in rebellion and the old-t"®
entertainments were partly restored in the villa?
inns where mine host directed the proceeding
Sports’ Clubs also minister to the needs of the P°1
lace and serve to counteract the seductive enticei"d
of the tavern. .

The Cassubian Christmas customs are mere van" (
of those once universal in rural Europe. The be 7
that the farm stock are endowed with the poWel
speech on Christmas-night is met with in rustic cue
in England. On May-Day eve, when, after f'R
journey thither on broomsticks and lie-goats,
witches assemble at Blocksberg, it was custom*"'s
until 1S70 to protect the stables and homesteads, *
well as their inmates, by inscribing crosses on,
thrusting nails or thorns, into the doors. AmO*
small pine tree decorated with ribbons was paral
by a par]y °f ringing children bidding winter ad,L
aud welcoming summer sunshine. n

The fislier-folk and peasantry linger in media' *
twilight.  As Dr. Fischer intimates: “ The Carr"
biaus, both of the Protestant and Catholic distin 1
arc devout Christians, who regard the Church
infinite awe and give implicit belief to all her tcac
ings. But these teachings leave many of his da'»
qguestions unanswered and tlie Cassubian is scepl™
of all explanations offered by science. With the hd
of his imagination he constructs his theory of t'L
world.” He cannot conceive the earth as a spbert;
despite his school instruction, and pictures the gl°bL
as a huge disk supporting the sky above which is tb"
abode of God. Through the heavenly windows thL
angels survey mankind. The sparkling stars refle'
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tlie splendour of the divine tlitone. Beneath
earth lies hell, where the devils dwell in darkness
despair. In this rude cosmology the solai 0l > lav
round our planet. Within the sun Christ reigns »
all his glory, and oh Easter Day the Cioss ant
hamb of God become visible in the sky.
Traces of earlier lunar worship sutvive. . <II'
Hvc now dwell in the moon, and when one xn'b
times and wishes for favours at the first aPl'e‘'u’l
her crescent, this desire will be fulfilled. ie 111° .
credited witli weather control, and when s ie
ii'K the soil is prepared and planted, hut iei u
is chosen as the time for removing dut b> scoum.
ablution. But the reverse occurs in the case o
ten, for those born when the silver orb is appr
"'g its full splendour become weakly and eff . -
"idle those that arrive during the moons dechnmff
Aage develop into vigorous maturity. c." '\ i
superstitions exist in England, and the bfclie s ¢
entertained in the Midlands and elsewhere *
fi't of bacon from a pig killed in the waning
MO mns to waste.
i;,.7 ry Cassulnan has his attendant star until death.
luasIGs  lightning are discharged by God and the
~eavenly hosts; the angels produce the electric dis-
IV "lieu they are assailing evil spirits. Those who
t/ unfortunate enough to be killed by lightning bc-
tj,Lle i-he devil’'s property. The marked variations in
e weather of differeht years is explained by the cir-
tMm.tance that the Deity entrusts its administration
is 11C;r<;" It saints for each coming season. Again,

tiv 'S Satanic IMnjesty likes to lurk in the shadow of
s’ this is the reason why so many of these are

iGen by- lightning.

ic ha/.el, however, is spared because it sheltered
aUM"le hifant Jesus when they' fled to Egypt,
1l ¢ the hawthorn owes its safety to the fact that the
I d ceuicr's Crown of Thorns was made from its
Tlie thistle and the nettle, on the other
tk U’ Presumably because they began to grow' after
i ™ 1 W Eden, are the perquisites of Satan. Accord-
al*  °ne legend, the aspen trembles since it became
n,;i"lcil when the Holy Family sheltered beneath it
.. Ln|it escaped from Herod. Others assert that the
for'n S ceascless traitor was imptfeed as a punishment
ji  Its stubborn refusal to mourn in company with all

‘i other trees at the Saviour’s crucifixion.

t]]. 'ISsi,i*£u folk-lore concerning animals resembles
as V ° ™ ler communities, and such an old wives’ tale
il . lab which alleges that the Devil can assume any
shape, save that of a lamb, has been wide-

('c.id in Britain itself. As with many of our own
Tjj'santry’ the swallow and the lark are God’s birds.
111/ C¢™°° in Cassubia is an impious creature whose
tlileasffig calling served to attract the attention of
“ Pursue« of the fugitive family when journeying

Si 'Sypt. Cats and owls are commonly the willing
vitors of witches, and are apt to be mistrusted
acc’rdingly.

pertain people are supposed to possess second sight
ji*( ~retell future events : especially the time of death.
*#* those endowed with the sinister influence of the
2Vc arc most to be dreaded. “ The evil eye,” it
Ir *aid' “ is dangerous even to its owner, for if he
°I'ks at his cattle without taking precautions, he be-
' fc'hes tliein.”
| fake tribes of the lower culture, whose baleful be-
Ms Christian missionaries are anxious to dispel, the
evout Cassubians ascribe supernatural powers to
|cltain people. Such potencies sometimes benefit,
."t Usually injure the community. They are either
lllkorn or have been obtained through a covenant
"’tfi the Eord of Hell. Involuntary supernatural
h°Wers include the succuba or mora who is invariably
a Sirl, and, in a family of seven girls and no boy, the
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eldest or youngest is inevitably a mora. A mora as-
sumes various forms, including those of dogs and cats,
and may invade a household through a key-hole, or
down a chimney. She steals towards her sleeping
victim and nearly strangles him, but when he
awakens she retreats. When a mora vows vengeance
on a faithless lover she repeatedly imbibes his blood
until he expires;

A mora’s malevolence may be prevented by cover-
ing the key-hole, inscribing a cross on the door, or
placing a knife under the pillow. The mora usually
indulges in her depredations at early morn or mid-
night, and her favourite victims are females recently
confined or elderly matrons. When restless spirits of
the dead act as moras, the only remedy available is to
redeem them by means of prayer and masses for their
unsanctified souls.

Vampires, witches and other dealers in the dark
arts are deeply dreaded, and even now the Courts
decide actions for slander brought by those accused
of spell-binding. Certain villages are stigmatized as
witches’ habitations, and one must provide oneself
with antidotes when entering such accursed haunts.
Consecrated objects, a garment turned inside out, or
an alder cudgel carried in the hand, all serve to dis-
arm the malignant powers.

These examples of primitive superstition might be
multiplied many times from Cassubian folk-lore.
That a European community still entertains such fan-
tasies recalls the warning remark of Sir James Frazer
concerning the very thin partition that divides
modern enlightenment from the baleful darkness of
savage irrationalism.

T. F. Palmer

“How It strikes a Contemporary ”

Some anonymous person—evidently inspired by some
published writing of mine to believe | was a possible
convert—Ilately sent me a copy of the Freethinker.
Frankly, | found it reasonable, arid repaired to
Messrs. W. H. Smith & Sons’ bookstalls for a second
meal. Alas! the journal was not to be had at such
places. But not because Messrs. Smith refused to
corrupt me for pelf, since it was explained that I
could have it if I “gave a special order weekly.” As
a clerk suggested it was “ not the sort of paper to
have about,” | thought this an amusing method of
seeking to serve both God and Mammon.

However T procured my second copy. The con-
tents impressed me sufficiently to make me desire to
communicate my impressions, especially as it seemed
to me that “ the other side ” was too little represented
in the paper. liven Mercittio’s side—you will re-
riieinber that he called for ‘* a plague on both your
houses ” of Capulet and Montagu—seemed not to lie
represented. And are not very many of us to-day in
Merciltio’s position—neither declared Atheists nor
declared religionists? Not even Agnostics; the great
unclassified, who from mental inertia or unwilling-
ness to face an issue instinctively felt to be the pro-
fouudest of all, have never faced the fundamental
challenge of God or no:God? Or if we have tempor-
arily faced it—never reached a permanent conclusion ?

| dislike to classify myself under any (lag at this
moment. Tam (I hope) an enquirer : a sort of Nico-
detrius, but in the daylight. T am interested and
deeply concerned as any thoughtful person must be.
As a barrister | aril accustomed to weighing cases, and
I know how dangerous it is to hear one side only.
Therefore the Freethinker ought to be read by me.
Also by every religious person. Equally secularists
should read the religious case. | cannot help think-
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ing that both sides read too little of each other from
what | have observed of both—and what they do read
is read for the sake of confutation rather for balanced
and impartial consideration. Am | unjust? Any-
how the Atheist side clearly is better acquainted with
the religious side than vice-versa : Atheists do not
cherish the ridiculous idea that it is a sin or a fear-
some temptation to read the other side.

If 1 assume the mantle of impartiality, I must con-
fess that both sides can put up a strong case. But are
men on this question, convinced by reason and argu-
ment entirely? May it not be that most or all of us
(as Gilbert pleasantly fabled that we are all born
Liberals or Tories) are born with a bent to Animism
or Materialism, that is to say, born believers in God
or disbelievers in God? There may be a substratum
of reality in that horrible Calvinistic doctrine of pre-
destination after all. For my part, | think | must
have a “ born ” religious mind. As a young and im-
aginative child | believed that a pair of red slippers
and a lighted candle were alive. 1 feel certain that,
left to myself my child-mind would have invented a
god or gods. Many child-minds would—and the
“naturalness” or religion may be some argument for
believers. To the unimaginative mind, this will be
mere foolishness.

And you who proudly call yourself Freethinkers (a
noble title indeed) is your human mind really free?
Is not the very finest mind—even a Shakespeare’s;
for example—bondslave to its inherited temperament
(not to speak of its acquired bias, its accretions of pre-
judice, obsession and environmental thought) ? Cer-
tainly no ordinary mind can be free in its thought?
If | may, for a moment, be personal without offence
I should say that Chapman Cohen (as far as |
have read him) has a mind entirely harnessed and
bound to the cause of secularism. Whether it is the
better or the worse for that is beside my point for the
moment; the point is that it is no more “ free ” than
the Pope’s mind or the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
mind. My mind or the mind of the average man in
the street may be freer. But they are not completely
“ free " either.

It strikes one as strange, at first sight, that unbelief
should be militant, and try to make converts to its
negation.  But, of course, it is not strange really.
For, regarding religion as superstition and error, the
unbeliever feels the desire to liberate men’s minds
from a bondage which he must regard as harmful.
Obviously the proselytizing unbeliever labours under
a great difficulty—a greater difficulty than his oppo-
site number—in urging adherence to an unestablished
negative against an ancient well-established positive.
To make the secularist’s task harder, his effort merely
to discuss his case is crabbed by laws against “ blas-
phemy,” and by the sincere but misguided efforts of
deeply religious folk to represent such discussion as
wrong in itself—a “ sin ” in short—and to surround
such discussion with an atmosphere of horror and
wickedness. This seems to me quite invalid, and in-
deed, monstrous. Tf Christ and St. Paul could dis-
cuss unbelief, why should their followers be more
squeamish? Unbelievers should have the entire free-
dom of religionists to proclaim their unfaith and to
discuss or proselytize; and as a lawyer, | would only
fetter them to the same extent as religionists, namely
that in so doing they must not “ provoke a breach of
the peace ” by ordinary reasonable citizens. It
seems to me that if T were the most fanatical of
Christians or churchmen, | could not abandon this
position. The right to self-defence seems to me in-
alienable, and Twould permit either Satan or Judas to
state his case as freely as the greatest saint that ever
lived.

Parts of the Freethinker | found very readable, but
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essentially trifling. (Matters of importance arc fre"
quently dull.)) But such topics as the worldliness o
the clergy, the corruptions and the paltrinesses of re-
ligion—legitimate Aunt Sallies | daresay—d°® 10*
seem to me of the first importance. | daresay it
Secularism were as widespread and as wealthy
well-organized as religion, similar matters could he
written of secularists. Let 1lls get down to the root of
the matter : which is “ Is there a God of any kind at
all?” Take away the Church and the Bible and put
a baby on a desert island, and as he grew up would In
not pose that question to himself, and would he not
answer it somehow ? If | had been that baby I think
my answer would have become favour' of God'
existence.

Atavism, perhaps—who knows?
fears and bogies of primitive ancestors stirring '" the
sub-conscious mind that gropes in bewilderment
fore the phenomena of life. It may be. 9r *
something implanted, a Wordsworthian “ intuna
of immortality ” that is the seed of all the thousaiu
religions (good or bad) that man has evolved? '
knows ? .

In reading my Freethinker | could not help re'
ing that the good of religion was ignored—a 11
error in opposition it seems to me. For when | I’
at Salisbury Cathedral or when | read Milton’s so»le
On His Blindness, I am awed by the stupell(
achievements of man’s religion. Will unfaith o/
give us monuments in architecture or literature ep-
to these of man’s faith ? If it was a myth that creatd
such architecture or such literature, | feel that a n»
is justified. Personally | have always preferred
when it is first-rate, to fact when it is third-rate, &
T will always prefer Stendal’s Rouge et Noir to an}
“ true ” murder story in the News of the World-

Man does not live by bread alone, and certainly IL
ligion is neither to be made nor demolished, by al
ment alone. Man is an emotional animal goveim
by his feelings far more than by his reason. The aP
peal of religion is largely to the emotions, but
Freethinker says little to make any counter-emotm?'1
appeal to-day, though | fancy the strength of Bra
laugh largely consisted in his ability to provoke en*
tional reactions as well as to provoke thought.

| hope regular readers of the Freethinker may be
interested in the impact that a perusal of their palll
makes upon an outsider; one who may fairly be deS
cribed, | think, as an ordinary person with a reaso'l
able mind.

The I?h-erlted

C. G. L. Du CA"™N

Faux Pas

Cherubim and seraphim

Busy were in praising Him

Who Sits Upon The Throne;

“ Holy, Holy,” cherubs cry,

“ Hosanna,” seraphim reply,
Amen,” the saints intone;

But when a German shouted “ Heil,"

The Lord could not repress a smile.

Were half the power that fdls the world with terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need of arsenals nor forts.

y Longfellow
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Acid Drops

Is some time since we said that in view of the op-
,»Slion in tliis country to any kind of agreement with
~godless Russia,” and the shilly-shallying of our
1oNernment 'n coming to an agreement with the Soviet,
Russia might, as its movement was towards the
"1jt, leave Europe to stew in its own juice. If the news
'S dand of a non-aggression pact between Russia
"Il (,eruiany is true, that danger has materialized. It
j'l 4SoFE'ad to Hitler’ securing a still further hold over
d WP ~'an was given him in the semi-secret conclave of
_"inch last September, and maintaining a professed
1jendship with this country until he is able to attack
vV lsaRty. Hitler's English “ fifth column” has served
“n"ell, and he may reward them on the occasion of his
*90 birthday party.

. * "“bhig irritates a dictator so much as the free ex-
1i,”SI0n of opinion. He knows that it is the one thing
jhainst which mere force is ineffective—unless one can
~'finite sure that it is not merely stamped out in its
s| dten form, but that it is also forgotten. So one is not
Fn«ed to learn that in Italy a new list of banned
li pSinclu(ks. a,nong others, the writings of Voltaire,
Edgar Wallace, George Sand, Edgar Allen Poe,
S( / Wells, and, above all, Macliiavelli. The last is
(uW!lir'sing, because Mussolini has always boasted that he
niost of his main ideas from the great Italian
{ 10>who, by the way, has not always been treated
1i. by his critics. We are quite ready to believe that
--U ni has read Machiavelli, although he did not get
s ‘ud-mc°uthed bombast from him, but Mussolini has
hjUyiltly read. On the other hand it is quite clear that
is> -"other dictator, Hitler, has not read anything. He
n ignorant man from beginning to end. We should
tli- )C surPrised to learn that he has never even read
in 'Fc/ji Kampf, which is said to have been written
,I' 'y by Hesse. It is at least clear that someone re-
U Pis ravings to order.

Q) lere Is still much talk in interested circles in this
“"Ey about patching up peace with Hitler's Germany,
i /." Ideed, if it is possible, to continue the present arm-
rui\L for a Pttle longer. But 110 amount of patching up
)ling a lasting peace with Nazism, since by its very
t, 'lre Nazism is bound to be at war with every State
y ' .(lo*s not fall into line with it. When it talks of 11011~
Powers carrying Oll a policy of encirclement, and
oilier powers deny any such aim, it is the Nazis who
j 1 11 the right, and the so-called democracies that arc
. le wrong. For, as we have before pointed out, Ger-
"Ti like Italy, dreads more than anything else the im-
n antagonistic ideas. Its own people it might, in
ni'i r0'lrse °f a couple of generations, reduce largely to a
anss °f unintelligent brutes bj’ a process of elimination
q ~efu, breeding. But every State outside Germany
s,' Is not built upon a similar pattern to itself is a con-
iii,lllt- threat; and it is the war of ideas that it dreads
~ st-  I'his danger is not removed by partial conquest,
, the more Nazism advances—geographically—the
i7llter the contact with antagonistic iforces, and the
Jc' it must strive for domination.

*u other words, the German gangsters have actually a
L1 better intellectual grasp of the situation than have
, °f our own leaders, 'their mouthing of a desire to

e Wl peace with Germany, and a willingness to co-op-
J* ¢ With Hitler in a peace policy is an exhibition of
I V hypocrisy, or of almost unbelievable foolishness.

(‘crniany brings itself into line with a genuinely
(Hlccful iiolicy it is likely to break down before an in-
(j.nnl upheaval. If it tries to perpetuate itself it can
('y <fo so by its continuing a policy of European cou-
I'Kst at its lowest, and of world conquest in its fullest
jWt'ession. The plots that Germany is carrying Ol
"Tunst America—North and South—its open propa-
Nuda jn this country and elsewhere, prove that the
(;i2 leaders recognize that what we have just said is
I'srrect. It is indeed so obvious that it is difficult to
'‘Gievc that our own political leaders do not recognize its
'uth. Germany must conquer or collapse.
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The Rev. F. J. Miles is Secretary to an organization
which prays for the reconversion of Russia to Christ-
ianity. Recently Mr. Miles told an audience that
“ during the last sixteen years . . . over 200,000 prayers
have been handed in . . . to be laid before the Lord who
answers prayers.” The situation needs clarifying. By
whom were the prayers received? What method was
taken to pass them on to the Lord? How does Mr. Miles
know that the Lord has not tried to convert Russia, and
Russia will not be converted? And in that case may not
the Lord hand over some sort of an awful wallop to Mr.
Miles for so publicly displaying his weakness at a time
when it is more than ever necessary to manifest his
power on earth ?

An Act of God has done great damage to the Roman
Catholic presbytery at Visale, near Tulagi in the Solo-
mon Islands.  One of God's earthquakes has left the
Church in danger of collapse.

From the Christian World we get the remarkable in-
formation that it is religion that has given us both the
actual word holiday and the great fixed public holidays
—Sunday, Christmas, Easter and Whitsun, and probably
the humane idea of holidays at all is a fruit of the
Christian spirit. This news comes from the Rev. W. II.
Langridge, who must be a peculiarly ill-informed person,
even ‘for the pulpit. There was a day of the Sun, dedi-
cated to the Sun-god, there was the day given to the
birth of a saviour, and the rest of the holy days men-
tioned existed long before the nightmare of Christianity
was ever heard of. Holiday, is after all, only holy-day,
that is taboo day, a day on which certain things must
be done or not done. We are a bit surprised at the
Christian World printing such unadulterated rubbish.

There is one of the Bank Holidays that is free from re-
ligious associations and that is August Bank Holiday.
S0 God sent his lightning on that day and tumbled the
cross off St. Saviour’'s Church, Leeds. The moral is
plain. God is annoyed at the people holidaying on a
day that has no relish of salvation in it. God was so
particular in the big war not to damage the crosses and
religious statuary on the cathedrals of France, that his
failure to do so in this case gives a peculiar significance
to his act. We think it plainly registers the divine dis-
content with the purely secular activities of Sir John
Lubbock who looked upon a people’s holiday as a good
thillm ill itself.

Some of our Members of Parliament are, like our police-
men, “wonderful.” Here is Mr. Stokes, M.P. for Ips-
wich, who propounds, in a letter to the Star, what he
calls " a practical method of invoking justice ” among
the nations. He would invite Hitler, .Stalin, Mussolini
and Daladier to review their problems together, and then
“ Great Britain, as leader of the world ” should take the
initiative in calling the meeting. Mr. Stokes doesn’t ap-
pear to realize that it is just this claim of leadership, set
up here and there, that lies at the root of the trouble.
Each of these national leaders are quite ready to lead the
other, when what is really needed is something in the
nature of an international court that should be above
acting as “ leader,” and should perform the function of
a judge. Europe had its great chance in the League of
Nations, but that was thrown away when the old political
gangs were put into power, when the only tiling in com-
mon was the mutual distrust that existed, and the deter-
mination of each to profit at the expense of the other.

But Mr. Stokes’ crowning absurdity is that there
should be “ a general realization that the application of
Christian teaching ” would bring about the desired re-
sult. Bless the man’s stupidity. lie doesn’'t appear to
realize that for over fifteen centuries Christians have
been quarrelling among themselves as to what is the
meaning of Christian teaching, and more blood has been
shed, more wars waged, over this than any other single
cause. Could no other job be found for Mr. Stokes than
that of a Member of Parliament ?
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Mr. Stokes Should first try out liis statesmanship
nearer home. Is he not aware that in his own constitu-
ency there are many suffering undue hardship under the
Tithe Act? T.ct Mr. F. R. Allen of Canterbury point out
a way the Member for Ipswich could move with better
effect. Mr. Allen writes :—

It is quite arguable that no one should be compelled
to pay anything in the name of tithe, but assuming that
something has to be paid by somebody, then the question
is whether a person has any titlieabla produce on titlie-
able land. Tithe was a tenth of such produce. If there
was 110 titheable produce on the titheable land, there was
no lithe for anybody. Moreover, tithe obviously could
not be “ compulsorily redeemed” ; it was not a liability
of the landowner as such: and houses, among other
things, were not titheable of common right.

In plain language, Christian teaching which Mr. Stokes
invokes, maintains blackmail and the accumulation of
money obtained under false pretences. What else can
we term the persecution of alleged “ tithe-holders,”
whose tithes were eaten up by the parsonry ages ago?
Surely this is the only instance ever recorded where the
law permits demands for monies representing a com-
modity that does not exist?

There is an opportunity for anyone who wishes to
acquire it of owning a “ splinter ” of the crown of thorns
worn by Jesus. It is owned by an Italian woman-, and
the piece of the crown was certified by Cardinal Vineentio
Ma/.erotti in 1SS2. The owner of the thorn asks £100
for it.

Of course this is not thc only remnant of thc crown of
thorns. Thc crown was “ miraculously ” discovered, no
one is sure how or when, or how it was known to be the
real thing. Probably it was tried on someone suffering
from scurvy or brain disease, and the person immedi-
ately jumped up cured. There were, and are, so far as
we know, over one hundred churches that claimed to
have pieces of the true thorn, and a much larger number
that claimed to have similar relics. The confidence trick
as practised in modern London is a very pale imitation
of the thing as worked by the Church of Rome.

Hut the relics of thc Crown of Thorns pale before the
relies of the Cross. This was originally dug up near thc
scene of the execution, along with other things. That it
was the true cross was decided in thc usual way—it
worked a miracle. Then came the grand share-out. Bits
were distributed in all directions. Most pieces of wood
would soon have been used up. But St. Paulinus says
that as pieces were cut from the cross fresh wood grew,
and Cyril of Jerusalem says that pieces of the true cross
were spread all over the earth. Calvin said that fifty
men would not have been able to carry the wood, and
Luther said there was enough of the wood to build an
immense house.

'‘fhe Lord looked after his own, and there was dis-
covered, as thc trade developed, pieces of the grave
clothes in which Jesus was wrapped, some of thc nails
that held him on the cross, thc reed that was placed in
his liands, thc sponge used by the soldier, the robe in
which lie was clothed, the spear that pierced his side,
the sponge that was held up to him, the post on which
he was scourged, etc. The only thing that does not ap-
pear to have been preserved was a bottle of the darkness
that overspread the land, Ollc of the seven devils cast out
of the woman that was brought before him, and thc hee-
haw of the Ass on which Jesus rode into Jerusalem. No
wonder some Christian apologists say still that no other
event is so well proven as the existence of Jesus Christ.
Many of thc relics arc still to be seen in continental
churches.

A writer in thc New Zealand Thc Rationalist points
out that in accordance with the four ancient statutes in
force in New South Wales it is lawful for one to play
football on Sunday so long as he plays within the parish
in tvliieh he resides; all rationalist meetings on Sunday
must be opened by prayer; and a bricklayer may work
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°" Sunday but not at bricklaying. The

shonl1'i’n  1C "'ntcr_comes to is that these statutes
in rii S8 ed' There are many foolish anomalies

same * N ' ‘a’bntarian Law, and the conclusion is the

nhcl'i; 8Ixr,ficatl"n of doubt
Modern--f

indulged in, in strange
°nly quotc irom Hymns Ancient and

W.en Thomas first Ue glad tidings heard
I hat they had seen the risen Ford
He doubted the Disciples’ word-

Alleluia!

StT ThoRm/, Mrnan- wllelan » a priest of the Church/
had a fi(i,i_i !°rC Stl Jol,n’'s Wood, London, and he
p'ekes eh *a' °e ~"-gust 16. A large number of dogs—
tended e, °"T' *fCttics' salakis, dachshunds, etc.-at-
Rern ird re «' tl,at day to receive his blessing. Father
em S £ r i ° rt blessi»S at the entrance to the

.sprinkled r, I<atm ,and then in English. Then he

Pésl{kl%i SHV Th«e T"Il’ at aryyatr%rteagﬁ '\}o%ggﬁ pry
reported t , y’ V'CClainPion Scottie from Holton Is
K “case bT o *“bored stiff.” Readers who
can do worse K * 1 ],ustrative of human degradation

NHiRgS C kS \ hor t OKTCig, B, RIUE o divinely

The do®-s of ( SaM'f.s Performing the “ blessing-"
will.” Se’ did n°t attend of their own “ friC

The Christian World reminds its readers of the m
virtues possessed by the late Rev. R. F. Horton, " 1
stated to have “ cared much for theology but more j)}X
religion,” which is much the same as saying tha ~
eared much for astronomy but more for star-gazing-
Christian World omits to remind its readers that H*' /
once convulsed a University audience by saying tha
and his followers had decided “ to wear nothing 1” 1
tinguish themselves from ordinary people.” 'I>
wicked accident a newspaper report inserted a com
between “ nothing ” and “ to,” and it read as if HOL '*
had started a nudist group. We also recall the 1 j
that Horton, besides backing up many other aht™
things, was a warm supporter of the war-time impost/l’
the Motis Angels. He jumped at that silly story
thc eagerness of hungry fish jumping at bait, and with
great a display of intelligence.

Father A. 1,. Poole (Anglican), has announced that '
his parish (West Kensington) the majority *“ 'v°" ,
rather collect the morning milk at lunch ¥/

than get up to go to Church.” This looks as tli°"./
Father Poole’s parishioners have a little more con"l1
sense than their pastor. But Father Poole is a dell’
mined man, so he has announced that in the future
will not baptize any children whose parents are I
communicants of the church, or who do not attend Chi" »
regularly. But if they will come to him twice a week 1
“simple religious instruction” for two or,three Inot"V/'
he will forgive them and baptize tlic child.  Nothin#
could he more reasonable—in an absurd situation.

Fifty Tears Ago

Among the Arabs of the Soudan there is an implicit |[H
lief in thc primitive idea of inspiration. The deity
speaks through thc dervishes, and the Mahdi, with"ll
question, utters the authentic oracles of God. SinnIn'T"
the ancient Jews, who were a branch of the same Sen"t,c
stem, and in very much the same stage of religious cii*"
ture, looked to their prophets as mouthpieces of Jahveh-
The contention is absurd that this view of inspiration
grew Up after the time of Ezra. It only became system'
atized and retrospective. Inspiration ceased to be c'
rent simply because a well-organized theocracy set
lace against unlicenced traders.

The Freethinker, August 25, 1S89

Is to make a New Friend
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Telephone No. : Central 2412.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

f;o-Enlinker endowment Trust.—15 Williams, 2s. 6d.
” t. Holden—Thanks for your letter; kind wishes
ph« n,|y reciprocated.
~ 1 H llarettt—We pointed out that anyone joining the
in'l" 'ms dle right to affirm, instead of taking an oath,
(1 KO hi have his statement concerning religion put
exactl v as he gives. We are not concerned with
1""Tag this out to ail who do not know it; but the infor-
stitl0l 'S dlere  they will read it. With regard to your
4 einent that no one suffers from being excused Church
"rude. llijs js contradicted by the experience of soldiers
etnselves.  During the war dish-washing and latrine-
1leaning were coniinon jobs allotted these soldiers wins did
° atiend Church Parade. The question of Jews is another
| cr. lhev had a religion, and were, so far, within
s privileged circle.
" We had in mind when writing the relation of
un | 11 religious belief. We do not think that the ex-
( ’e”l Charlemagne can be taken as more than a temp-
«%s" i.order aPPlied to a special occasion. Certainly so far
ns country is concerned the legal position appears to

Do 1 r!f ?Sh?i% S&ﬁse%dvertlsmg the Freethinker.—J. Lauder,

isli ' rrHAAS—A copy of Professor Oesterreich’s Possession
'ring sent. As we have already said, it is a genuinely
WK P'ece of work, and we flatter ourself that we know
p J i,(Kk is worth reading,
s @Al Very pleased to hear from one who listencil to
WI|(°||Vvears a%o We note your description of us as one
can use the whip ami make his opponent like it.”
Ue can say that in fifty years wc have never, we think,
. ™ hurting an opponent who was honest in his op-
,Llion, no matter how stupid the opposition was. Will
sul'*' °'er t'le oter matter, but we have dealt with the
lect on several occasions. Will send specimens to the
pers®'i named.

» - 2<A<r and Postal Orders should be made payable to

a Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
TheG, , nwe” branch.” .

r  'Freethinker ” is supplied to the trade on sale or

r Lrn- Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once

Je h(tsTw}‘lg)s% fjé’ %’Wspapers would enhance the favour
J  marking the passages to which they wish us to call

C'ntioH.
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Sugal]* Plums

In another part of this issue of the Freethinker wc
Gint an article by one who has only lately made
all'inintanee with us. Wc print it for several reasons,
.ccause it is a thoughtful presentation of the impres-
t s of a newcomer, and as such is interesting in itself,

aEo because it illustrates what one may well call in-,

table misconceptions of those who are not familiar
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with the modern Freethought position. We would have
replied to it in this issue, but in that ease some might
have read our reply before reading the article with which
we are dealing, and so have been unconsciously preju-
diced against the position taken up by Mr. Du Cann. We
shall reply next week, and our readers will be able to
consider the subject in the meantime.

There is a third reason for our publishing the article,
although by itself that would not have been sufficient for
publicity. This is that it illustrates the value of the help
so many of bur friends give in passing a copy of the
paper to those whom they think may become subscribers.
We have never been able to do much in the way of adver-
tising, and the circulation of the paper has been built
up by personal recommendation. lint we are certain
there is a paying circulation to be acquired if only we
could get into touch with even a percentage of those who
would gladly welcome an introduction to a journal which
even in the annals of Freethought is distinctive.

A correspondent of the Daily Telegraph calls attention
to the fact that August 20 was called, by Sir Ronald
Ross, “ Mosquito Day,” because it marked the date at
which he took his first decisive step in the determination
of the cause of Malaria, and sit marked the initiation of
methods that in commercial value alone might he ex-
pressed in tens of millions. Nevertheless, as the writer
of the letter, Mr. R. L. Megros, points out, Ross died a
disappointed man because necessary funds had not been
forthcoming to develop his discovery as it should have
been developed. Of course, if the discovery of Ross had
been something in the nature of a new explosive or more
deadly gun that would have taken life, there would have
been no shortage of cash to develop it to its fullest ex-
tent. But it was something that primarily had to do
with preserving life, and that made a deal of difference.

One other thing is worth noting. Ross died a very
poor man. More than that he lived a poor man. In
spite of all he persisted in his researches with a courage
and a steadfastness that, again might, had it been ex-
pended in war, have led to national fame and
monuments erected to his memory. He displayed a
courage so much above that of the courage that is made
the subject of story and song that the ordinary man or
woman—by which we do not mean only people of lowly
estate or starvation incomes—simply cannot realize its
existence. And Ross’s heroism and value is duplicated
in scores of Scientific laboratories and in thousands of
lives. When wc learn to assess this kind of courage and
devotion to the pursuit of knowledge we shall have devel-
oped a type of character and of national idealism that
will show the tawdry and comparatively worthless stand-
ard of value that wc have to-day in its true courage. It
will not be surprising if the historian of that date marks
the twentieth century as the era in which savagery
reached its highest mark.

Mr. G. Whitehead will be in Birkenhead for the fort-
night commencing Saturday, August 26, and details for
the first week will be found in the Lecture Notices col-
umn. The local N.S.S. Branch has a good record of use-
ful work accomplished, and all Freethinkers within easy
reach of the meetings to be held during the next fort-
night should make a point of attending. Pioneer Press
literature will be on sale or may be ordered at all meet-
ings.

We are pleased to learn that with the co-operation of a
member of the West London Branch some very successful
open-air meetings were recently held in Portsmouth.
There is now an attempt being made to found a Branch
of the N.vS.S. in Portsmouth. We feel sure there are
enough Freethinkers in Portsmouth and District to form
a very strong Branch. Those interested will please com-
municate with Mr. A. W, Scott, 35 Lyne Road, Ports-
mouth.



Some Bible Studies

hi.

Among the extremely interesting finds which excava-
tions in tlie East have disclosed are the Tell El
Amarria Tablets, and the Ras Sliamra Tablets. As
both sets arc being used to show that the Bible is true,
it will prove, | think, interesting to go into their con-
tents a little closely. That both these discoveries
have let a flood of light on Old Testament history is
undeniable; but it seems to a layman like myself that
the facts must prove extremely disconcerting for both
Jews and Christians.

Take first the Tell lil Amarna Tablets. Incident-
ally some authorities spell the first word with one
“ 1,” but no doubt difficulties in putting into English
native sounds will account for this. But it is amus-
ing to find how the various authorities are uncertain
as to the date of their discovery. Sir Charles Marston,
in The Bible is True gives it as 1888, and says that an
old woman found them." Dr. Naville in his Schweich
Lecture, 1915, gives the same date, but declares that
they were discovered by fellaheen. The Encyclo-
pedia Britannica and other encyclopedias give the date
as 1887. Professor Breasted, in his History of Egypt,
gives 1885, while Prof. Flinders Petrie, in his Egypt
and Syria, written in 1898, says “ a few years ago.”
Here then in our own generation it is not easy to find
out an exact date from various authorities who surely
ought to know; yet dates are quite confidently given
for events—some of them “ miraculous ”—which are
supposed to have taken place thousands of years be-
fore the present era to. show that the Bible is true.

These Tell EI Amarna Tablets were found in a box
on the site of the old city of that name on the Nile,
and they were hawked round to various authorities
during which time many were broken, damaged, or
lost, before they were recognized as an almost price-
less find. They proved to be, as Dr. Naville states,
“ part of the archives of the Kings Amenophis 1II.
and IV. [or Amenhetip Ill. and IV., as Sir Charles

Marston spells their names], and their correspondence’

with the Kings of Asia, and also with the Governors
of the cities of Palestine under Egyptian dominion.”
The tablets really represent a sort of S.O.S., to the
Egyptian Kings from their Governors to come and

help them defeat an invading enemy in Palestine; and!

as their dates have been reckoned to be about 1379-
T366 me., they belong to the eighteenth dynasty, to
the time, says Naville, “ when the lIsraelites were in
Egypt "—if ever they were, that is. Most of them
are written in Babylonian cuneiform, which has been
deciphered, but others are written in an unknown
tongue.

The dates given above are “ approximate ” ones—
which can mean anything. As a matter of fact the
Israelites, according to the orthodox -calculations,
were already in Palestine then; they had swept the
country with fire and sword under Joshua, who died
T426 me. Actually 1379-1366 was the period of the
judge Othniel, and it is important to note this fact for
one of the letters asking for help was from Abdkiba,
King of Jerusalem, in which he mentions that the
“ Habiru ” are occupying “ the King’s cities.”” Who
were these Habiru?  Obviously, we are told, they
must be the “ Hebrews,” and obviously also if they
were, something has gone wrong with Bible chrono-
logy—for according to the Bible, the Hebrews were
already in Palestine, and had occupied the land for
nearly a century. On the other hand, the dates given
to the tablets may he wrong, for how can God’s Word
err? But not only was there a “ Pagan ” King in
Jerusalem, but that city was already of considerable
importance at the time when the tablets were written.

THU FREETHINKER

August.27. J930

Prof,j 'etrie, in fact, makes a point of this, and insists
that it was not merely a Jebusite village made into
a capital by David and Solomon, but was the
capital of South Palestine from early times.”” Thus
(the Tell EI Amarna Tablets on that point at least
piove that the Bible is not true.
~ Whether the Habiru are the Israelites of the Bible
under a name which is the same as Hebrew is a debat-
able point. Abram was called a Hebrew, Joseph said
he was stolen from the land of the Hebrews, Ins
brothers were called Hebrews, the daughter of
Pharaoh called the babe Moses a child of the Hebrews,
God is called the God of the Hebrews—and | think
1 that exhausts the number of times the word is used in
the Old Testament. But according to the tablets the
Habiru were a pretty hefty army in league with the
llittites, and there is nothing to suggest that the)
had been slaves in Egypt first.  According to the
Encyclopedia Biblica, the word Hebrew is a trans-
cription of the Aramaic ebraya ” which is tbc
equivalent of the Old Testament word “ ibri but
how the Israelites came to be called Hebrews E a
puzzle to the writer of the article in that work—unless
these  Habiru ' really were the invading Israelites-
I he truth is no one knows; but as there can be no
doubt that Palestine was invaded, and as excava?qf@%
have not proved in the least degree the story ©
Exodus, Bible believers are ready to clutch at any-
thing which will give the Bible story the s!ighﬁsﬂ‘el
confirmation. Thus Sir Charles Marston, m
Bible is True, points out triumphantly that the 'E(.ab'
lets actually mention Joshua, and, confirming, jn ns
way, the Bible, confound the infidels, This is tiw
passage referred to :—

As the king my lord liveth, as the king my lord
liveth, Aiah is not in Pella. For two months he ,a-
been in hiding. Ask then Benenima, ask tw
Tadua, ask then Jaslmia.

One can sense with what a little shout of j°y V'
Charles quotes these words, for it seems that ot
Bible heroes also appear in them. 8ir Charles tc
lIs that Aiah is Job. Benenima is Benjamin, il” _
Jaslmia is, of course, our old friend Joshua. We alL
not told how it comes that Job, Benjamin, and J°sl’
|on this showing are all living at the same time;
that is a small matter for a credulity which can
lieve anything.

111 The Bible is True is a quotation from Dr.
don’s Semitic Mythology, which mentions the H* 1
irus of the Tell EI Amarna Tablets—and it is sU®
1posed to confirm everything about these people beur-
the veritable Israelites. It is, in fact, quoted for tb-l
particular purpose. Dr. Langdon says there 's 10
doubt about it, and adds, “ Accepting this thesis, t
Hebrews had served for six centuries as mercenaA
soldiers and traders among the Babylonians, { *
Syrians, etc............ before they entered and occUPIk
Canaan.” If this means anything at all, it mead®
that there were Hebrews before Abraham, and that 1
was a different horde of Hebrews who invade
Canaan from those in the Bible story. How snob a
qguotation can confirm the latter is quite beyond ul
comprehension—especially as Sir Charles calmly amu
that “ there is no mistake about it, tli: Israelites wetC
Hebrews, net traders such as the Phoenicians,
soldiers like the Hyksos, but devoted to more pastow ~
pursuits; and only now emerging from the desert, aK
only assuming the garb of war for the invasion i
their Promised Land.” If there is any sense in
this rigmarole, | should like it pointed out to me.

As | have said, there can be no doubt whateV
that Canaan was invaded, for these tablets make
perfectly clear; but they do not give one scrap of cm
firmatiou of the Bible story. Indeed what they sh<!
is that the Bible is not true; just as they show th«

)
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whatever was the language spoken by the Habiiu, or
the Hebrews, or the Israelites, the language
Canaan must have been the language of tle ¢
Amarna Tablets—that is, Babylonian cullcl”™ im!
which was, in addition, understood in KgyP - 1
those tablets which were destroyed might ime co
tained, we shall unfortunately never know; but u*
the names of Moses, his generals, and spies, am
names of the twelve tribes of Israel, aie not men'u
i" those which survived, can be seen in tic is
“allies given by Petrie at the end of his boo

The Ras Sliamra tablets, some of which were .-
covered in 1929 are, however, of much grea e
terest—especially to Freethinkers. For Peo®
Sir Charles Marston, they are proof that ie
true—a position which must make some ()
authorities who have deciphered them ra ici
ished, for the fact is the exact opposite. | shall aea
with them in my next article. e u

Letters to a Christian Friend

(13)

My hear Charles,

“ Holy Deadlock

fe"A young woman, sweet and innocent and charming
"l love with an equally nice young man, and he

V11 ‘lljr. They really loved each other, so at the

lu one could truly say in the terms of their re

'Pious belief that “ God had joined them in Holy
matrimony.”

s fhe nice young man did not wear well with the
th'US  Tic became a drunkard, a bully, a person of
j ILtyl* that all too many women eventually find they
/ Mc married. He got drunk whenever he could, he
j'wmently struck and assaulted her violently, he
ill°Cd exccssive sexual demands upon her, he Kkilled

I'.e love and all the obligations that ever bound
lep ° hint, and eventually deserted her.

As far as she could discover, however, although

Ao bis own way, and despite his previous
r ™ands upon her, he was not living in open sexual

e jdionship with anyone else.

“dor the wife strikes a friendship with a decent
~. s"eerc fellow, who knows her story, sympathizes
" 1her, and is as eager as she is that they shall be
e than friends.

now, Charles, what would you advise that
t'"""an to do? Yes, of course, you would advise her

seek a divorce under the new law, for which w
j'iMc to thank mainly the splendid efforts of A. P

erhert, M.P. (to whose wit also, | believe, we owe

* Phrase, “ holy deadlock ™).

dt the Christian wouldn’'t do this. Do you know

1:d the Christian, the real follower of Jesus, would
.1+ He would say No to that poor woman, glimps-
'nP another chance of happiness; lie would say, ‘‘Thou

"lit not.”” Her marriage—to the Christian’s poor
'storted view—is indissoluble; she must for ever re
""n wedded to her drunken, brutal, absentee (but
"Pparently non-adulterous) husband. She can form

“ separate ” from him, but that is all—unless she
‘il catch him out in an adulterous moment. She must
"ay goodbye to married happiness with the man who
‘eally loves her, but who must be to her nothing more
than a friend.

Mere are Christ’'s words which, if the world were
R'ally Christian, would condemn that woman—and
thousands more—to such an inhuman and miserable
edstenee ;—

It hath been said : Whosoever shall put away his
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement
(Dent. xxiv. 1-4). But | say unto you, That whoso-
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ever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, causetli her to commit adultery; and
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced (or put
away) committeth adultery. (Matt. v. 31-32).

Eater on (Matt. xix. 3-12) he is more specific; when

the Pharisees ask him, “ Is it lawful for a man to put
away his wife for every cause?”

Je»us replies: —

Have ye not read that He which made them at the
beginning made them male and female (Gen. i. 27),
and said : For this cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they twain
shall be one flesh (Gen. 2, 24 Sept.) ?  Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What there-
fore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder (D.V., “ let no man ).

They say unto him, Why did Moses then command
to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her
away (Dent. xxiv. 1) ? He saith unto them, Moses
because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you
to put away your wives; but from the beginning it
was not so. And | say unto you, Whosoever shall
put away Ins wife, except it be for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adultery; and
whoso marrietli her which is put away doth commit
adultery.

We reach the old problem of whether a Christian
should approve divorce at all, or whether lie should
approve it for the sole cause of adultery—further than
that he cannot go, as a Christian. For although
Jesus, in the Matthew version, seems to allow divorce
on grounds of adultery (despite his command, What
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder),
Mark and Luke have no such exception and their
Jesus forbids divorce altogether ;—

Whosoever shall put away liis wife, and marry an-
other, committeth adultery against her; and if a
woman shall put away her husband, and be married

to another, she eommitteth adultery (Mark x. 2-12—
see also Luke xvi. 18).

Nor does St. Paul allow any qualification or excep-
tion :—

The woman which hath an husband is bound by

the law to her husband so long as he liveth . . . if,

while her husband liveth, she be married to another

man, she shall be called an adulteress (Rom. vii. 1-3
-4see 1 Cor, vii. 10-11 and vii. 39).

You will be aware, Charles, of the vast amount of
unnecessary and sadistic suffering inflicted 611 the un-
happily married for centuries in the name of these
doctrines. It has always been and still is against the
Christian Churches, basing their case on these specific
teachings of Jesus, that the fight has had to be fought
for better, more decent, more respectable, and more
human marriage and divorce laws.

Some Christians, by a little stretching of the point,
may support divorce for adultery (though possibly
even then witli a ban on the remarriage of the “ guilty
party,” or both parties); but beyond this inverted
glorification of the sexual element of marriage, the
Christian cannot go, because Jesus has laid down this
narrow, primitive limit.

To divorce 01l grounds of cruelty, brutality, sad-
ism, drunkenness, venereal disease, desertion, and
other tilings that wreck far more marriages than occa-
sional adulterous flights by husbands and wives, the
Christian must say no. It is against his faith.

Many so-called Christians, including yourself, do,
as a matter of fact, support the extended facilities
given by Herbert's Act, but if you pretend that you
approve and support them as Christians, you are

hypocrites. Tt is not because you are Christians, or
followers of Jesus, that you support them, but in
spite of it. Ts any faith worth such intellectual dis-
honesty ?

All the best to all. Affectionately,

R. H. S. Standfast
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Dolet: The Freethonght Martyr *

(Continued from page 539)
V1.

Printers were then a suspected class. Their sym-
pathies were naturally with the party of progress, and
the Church regarded them with a jealous eye. By
joining their ranks, Dolet, whose orthodoxy had long
been doubted, soon laid himself open to the charge of
irreligion and even of Atheism. Some of his pub-
lished epigrams were full of bitter sneers at the
monks, his Commentaries sharply attacked the Sor-
bonne for attempting to suppress the art of printing,
and lie had in his letters referred to the bosom friend
and trusted counsellor of the First President of the
Parliament of Paris as “ that beast Bcda.” His char-
acter was beyond suspicion; he was a good husband,
a good fatlier, a good citizen; but he disregarded
Mass, and it was whispered that he ate flesh during
Eent. The natural result was that the first two
hooks issued from his press, in 1538, were denounced
as heretical, and he was cited to appear before the
Vicar-General of the Archbisliop of Lyons. Some
trumpery charges were made against the Cato
Christianas, and a more serious one against the Car-
mina, in which lie was alleged to have used the word
fatum in a Pagan and not a Christian sense. But it
is probable that a poem in the work addressed to
Melancthon gave still greater offence. Mr. Christie
translates it thus from the Latin :—

Many a tribe of fools and dolts supplies me with
abundant matter for laughter, but there is absolutely
nothing 1 more enjoy laughing at than the insanity
of those who, as though they were the kindred of the
gods and sharers with them of Jove’s heaven, are
always discoursing concerning the gods, and teach
you how you may be able to arrive at heaven, or how
you may be sunk down into the darkness of the black
realm. Foolish and intolerable race of men! No
doubt they have sat down at the table of Jove and
the gods, in order that they may in such wise dis-
pense to us the celestial decrees.

'IT,is thinly veiled satire reminds us of Matthew
Arnold’s saying that some theologians talk familiarly
about God as though he were a man in the next
street! Such insinuated scorn of the religious doc-
tors was indeed perilous in ail-age like that.

Dolet was ordered to withdraw these books from sale,
and to give a written undertaking not to reprint them
without permission. He, of course, -obeyed, and for
three years he curbed his reckless spirit so as to steer
clear of the law. Those three years were the most
happy and prosperous period of his life. He had a
wife and Son whom he dearly loved, constant and
profitable literary work, a high reputation as a
scholar, and the society of all the men of letters at
Lyons. This interval of repose was, however, ter-
minated hv his arrest in July, 1542, and the rest of
his life, with the exception of a very few months, was,
spent in prison.

He had removed to the Rue Merciere, the Pater-
noster Row of Lyons, where he had printed the poems
of Marot and the Garganiua of Rabelais. That was
had enough, but he did still worse. lie printed the
Manuel du Chevalier Chrcslicn, by poor Louis Ber-
quin, who got burnt to death for heresy. He even
printed the New Testament in French, and several
other religious works which were all filled, as the
sentence on tlicir printer and editor declared, with
“ damnable and pernicious heresies.” All the iri-

* Etienne Dolet, the Martyr of the Renaissance : A Biog-
raphy. By R. C. Christie. Macmillan & Co. A review re-
printed from the Freethinker of 1881,
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criminated books issued from his press in the first
half of 1542, which shows an extraordinary lack <t
caution. As Mr. Christie says, “ he rushed into the
lion s mouth with his eyes open.” His prosecution
on the capital charge of heresy was decided on, and
“ to make his conviction and destruction more sure,
the aid of the most terrible tribunal which tlie world
has seen was invoked, and the court which assembled
for his trial was presided over by the Inquisitor-
General.”

lhe Inquisition had practised infinite cruelty m
France as well as in Spain. The vilest fiends coin«
not have excelled the ingenious tortures it devise*
and inflicted on heretics. We have already described
the horrible strappado; but we must find room f«[ a
few more delicacies from its hellish menu.
official code of the Inquisition, the fifth edition ¢
which appeared in 1730, states that it is for the souls
health of the victim that his feet should not only >c
burnt, but first well steeped in lard. Another vol-
ume by the Inquisitor at Pavia and Piacenza, Plh'
fished at Venice in 1583, adds a new torture to the d<
tickling of the heretic's feet. Salt is to be first
rubbed in, and then the feet are to he licked by « Soal’
in order to render the torment more exquisite; Dolct
could expect little mercy from devils like these.

he Inquisition’s public prosecutor collected
matter for his indictment, and after his house and
shop had been ransacked and his books seized, he was
formally charged with heresy. The old offences f°r
which he had been previously condemned were again
cited; a long fist of books he had published containing
heretical passages was drawn up; and it was alleged
that “ he had eaten flesh in Lent and other prohibited
times, that he had walked about during the mass, ar*
lastly that in his writings he seemed to doubt the in™
mortality of the soul.”

The trial lasted until October. All kinds of he'r;
say evidence were received against him, and he was
himself submitted to examination. He defended
himself as an obedient son of the Church, but it was
of no avail, and on the and of October he was con-
demned as a heretic, and sentenced to be burnt at the

stake.
Dolet at once appealed to the Parliament
of Paris. On the 7th of October the King rC

iuitted the case to the Grand Council, and the effect
of this was to ensure a delay. In the month of Jnnc>
543. the appeal was again remitted to the Parliament
and Dolet was brought from his prison at Lyons
mother at Paris.  Fortunately he had a friend i»
Pierre Duchatel, the King's reader, who personally
and warmly urged his cause, and succeeded in pro-
curing the royal pardon. After some further delay
Dolet was liberated. Duchatel was censured by thc
Cardinel de Tournon, the most powerful man 'l
France, for his interference on behalf of “ 31
Atheist ” ; but he proudly retorted “ in accusing ,|L
of forgetting my duty as a bishop it is you who forget
your own. | have spoken as a bishop, you are actinS
as an executioner.”

Released from prison, Dolet returned to the bosom
of his family and to his literary avocations. llc
fancied all was well. But his enemies were still °n
his track. Early in January, 1544, they put his name
on two large packets of prohibited books. The rtme
succeeded. The matter was brought before the
Parliament, and on the 6th of the same month lie ks
arrested in the midst of his family and friends. Three
days after lie escaped from prison and fled to Pied-
mont, where he remained concealed for some months-
Tl his absence a grand anto-de-fe was made of his
books at Notre Daine, the great bell tolling, and the
trumpet proclaiming that all printers of Such works
would be punished as lierefics.
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Il k's Piedmont retreat Dolet prepared a series of
Pleins on Iris imprisonment, called La Second Enfer
lle Second Hell. To publish this, and to embrace
Jllice niore his wife and son, he made his way back to
dous. 1lhere he had the Second Enfer printed with
p'!° dialogues, Axiochus, tliei; falsely attributed to
‘do. ~this very volume cost him his life. Three
""ids in one Of the dialogues soon after constituted
me of the capital charges against him. Mr. Christie
14>s that some of the verses are of considerable merit,
«du are written in “ a pathetic and elevated tone, full
I.. ofty and noble sentiments.” One epistle to the
's very outspoken. He calls Oll Francis to turn
"7dllist those enemies of virtue who sought to an-
I" 1l ate I>efore his face all good men and lovers of
earning, it js Of tids epistle that M. Aimé Martin,
Il great historian writes :—

lhose verses as verses are far from admirable ; but
"bat elevation, what courage there is in the senti-
"icnts they proclaim! Thus to attack face to face
the enemies of humanity, to throw light into the
"arts of kings, to teach them that which no one
dares to say to them, but which they have so much
lliterest in knowing—namely, that they should
"lake their glory repose on the happiness and in-
telligence of their people—to do that to-day would
| to deserve well of mankind, to do that in those
days of superstition was to devote oneself to death.

I Set 0>tt with his volume for the royal camp,
" v’ding to present it to the King. But at Troyes he
~aa airested and conveyed to Paris, where he was
| for heresy in the Chambre Ardente, liefore Pierre
the First President.

(/ s this man sentenced Dolet to death we pause to
I~eiibe in's character. He was a zealous hunter of
INeties and had sent many to the stake. He busied
lii"ISeP h> the prosecution of poor young Morin, who
uited Desperiers’ Cymbalum Mundi, and hastened
jl'le 'A-'dh of Rouis Berquin. lie kept a bookseller in
s l'ay, one André, to discover and betray the sellers
" .'H,yers heretical books. Although he prided
(J!"Seif on his learning, his Latin was so barbarous
tI"t °uc of his sentences caused the King to abolish
c 1Se of that tongue on the judicial bench. He
‘Is Rightfully addicted to wine and women; his red
slif and bald head were standing marks for the
1Z1 Is of satire; and at length became so rotten that
§'s nos<2 actually dropped off ! Yet this vilest, meanest
"ankiud doomed to death one of the best men
L' hving in the world. Thus does superstition cle-
it" vice to the seat of power and prostrate virtue at

. *heologians have often damned men on a very
Il Point, but there never was a finer one than that
™ "hick Dolet was lost. In the Axiochus he had,
I "as alleged, wrongly translated Plato, whom he
ul uiade to say “ after death in ne seras plus rien
j tout—you will be nothing at all.” The rien da
j 1 was declared to be a damnable addition to the
I It “ You will not exist ” would do, but “ you
,11not exist at all ” was a vile heresy. Dolet was
"lined on these three words. They formed “ the

"0 ground of the charge of blasphemy.”

Sentence was not pronounced until the August 2,
t546. |, the meanwhile occurred that horrible mass-
acre of the Vatulois, when murder, rape, and flames
"ere let loose against a whole district; when women
"ere outraged in churches and then murdered, and
"filers smoked to death in caves; when hundreds of
"len whose lives were spared were sent to the galleys,
"I'd children were sold as slaves. Pope Paul the
| bird was delighted, the party of persecution
w'Utnphed, and King Francis finally joined them.
Hiere could now lie no hope for Dolet. His dogin
"as sealed. From his prison he penned a nobly
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pathetic canliquc, full of resignation to Ins fate and
of courage to meet it. On August 2 he was con-
demned to be Imug and then burnt with his books in
the Place Maubert, and his property was confiscated
to the king. Even the widow and orphan were to
share the punishment! It was also ordered that he
should be put to the torture before his execution and
questioned about his companions; and “ if the said
Dolet shall cause any scandal or utter any blasphemy,
his tongue shall be cut out, and he shall be burnt
alive.””  This infernal sentence was carried out on
the morrow, when Holy Church gave him as a birth-
day gift the ever-lustrous martyr’s crown.

He was hung first, and then (for they were not very
particular), probably while he still breathed, the fag-
gots were lighted, and the author and his books were
consumed in the flames. It is said that instead of a
prayer he uttered a pun in Latin—" Non dolet ipse
Dolet, sed pia turba dolet—Dolet himself does not
grieve, but the pious crowd grieves.” But the con-
fessor who attended him to the stake told Montius
that he had acknowledged his errors. ‘‘ | do not be-
lieve a word of it,” wrote the great Erasmus, “ it is
the usual story which these people invent after the
death of their victims.”

Thus perished Etienne Dolet, the Freethought
martyr. France may well be proud of such a son,
and Humanity must ever hold him dear. He is be-
yond the reach of admiration and love, but for our
own sakes both should be given. Could we stand be-
side his grave, which bigotry has denied, our eyes
might well mingle smiles and tears; tears of sorrow
for the bitter fate of a valiant soldier of progress, and
smiles of joy that such men have made the world
fairer by their lives and holier by their deaths.

G. W. Foots
(To be concluded with an account of Dolet's ideas)

Look on this Picture—and on That!

Sceptic : “ You have spent a lot of time studying the
Hindu religion. Presumably you have never con-
templated embracing it.”

Christian : “ Certainly not.”

S.: “ Why?”

C. : “ Because | cannot reconcile my reason with its

manifold absurdities.’’
S.: “ What are they?”

C.: “ They are too numerous to mention.”

S.: “ Perhaps you can give me a few salient
cases?”

C.: “ To begin, there is the dogma of transmigra-

tion of souls, each individual soul undergoing a long
series of incarnations, commonly stated to be
8,400,000, until the final absorption into Brahma the
universal soul. Then there are the vagaries of its
gods such as (1) Vishnu assuming the form of a fish
to save Manu the alleged progenitor of the human
race from destruction by a deluge; (2) taking- the form
of a tortoise and descending to the bottom of the sea
of milk; (3) having recourse to the form of a boar and
descending to the depth of the sea to recover the world
which had been sunk by a demon; (4) appearing in
the form of a clwarf before the demon Bali and request-
ing as a boon as much land as he could cover in three
paces, when, the boon having been granted, lie in two
gigantic strides covered Heaven and earth which were
then wrested out of the demon’s rule; and (5) Krishna
sporting with the wives and daughters of cowherds.
The gods do not monopolize the absurdities, other ob-
jects (flaying their parts. A cow is said to have pro-
duced from her limbs large bodies of soldiers by
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whose aid an army was destroyed. | am convinced
that these incidents could not possibly have happened.
To ask me to believe them would be an insult to my
intelligence.”

S.: “ Can you explain why approximately
300,000,000 Hindus believe these tales?  You must
not overlook the fact that although the vast majority
are illiterate many learned men are to be found in their
ranks.”

C.: ‘“1 can only assume that having been taught
them from their childhood they have become in-
grained in their mentality. You know how difficult
it is to eradicate precepts instilled into our minds in
our youth.”

S.: “ Has it ever occurred to you that, speaking
generally, the absurdities which mark the Hindu re-
ligion are not more grotesque than those permeating
the Christian faith?”

C. : “ Certainly not. What are the Christian ab-
surdities to which you allude?”

S. : “ They are too numerous to mention.”

C.: “ Can you give me a few outstanding ex-
amples ?”’

S. : “ To begin, the Christian God came to earth in
the guise of a dove, also in the form of a man in which
role, among other astonishing exploits, he is alleged
to have fed 5,000 people with two fishes and five
loaves; turned water into wine; raised the dead to life;
allowed himself to be carried by a devil to the top of a
mountain; and transferred demons from a sick man to
2,000 swine. Then Christians are expected to believe
such fantastic tales as the exploits of a talking snake;
the deluge; the building of the Tower of Babel; their
God’s numerous conversations with Moses, to whom
he is said to have shown his back parts; Jonah’s ad-
venture in the interior of a whale; the Immaculate
Conception, Resurrection and Ascension; and last but
not least, Satan being bound and cast into a bottom-
less pit for 1,000 years. | have selected these inci-
dents from a long list of impossibilities, most of them
calculated to strain to breaking point the credulity of
a believer in the so-called science of astrology. To
ask me to believe them would be an insult to my in-
telligence. Can you explain why you credit them?”

C.: “ | believe in a God the ruler of the universe,
and although | do not pretend to understand his ways
my faith sustains me in my belief that the Bible is his
handiwork, and as such must necessarily be a reposi-
tory of the truth.”

S. : “ What you call faith must be the prop used by
the Hindus for their belief in their sacred writings,
and | am sure you will admit that in their case it is an
insecure support. Nevertheless, if you had been born
in India of Hindu parents you would have believed
unreservedly in the freaks of their gods and other ob-
jects, and would have considered it blasphemy if any-
one denied them. Particular religions are a product
of environment.

Pro Rbason

Nothing useful can be poured into a vessel that is
already full of what is useless. We must first empty out
what is useless.—Tolstoi.

To accept Christianity as true in face of its history is a
much greater blasphemy than to pronounce it a purely
human product.—J. T. Lloyd.

There is no ignorance more shameful than to admit as
true that which one does not understand : arid there is no
advantage so great as that of being set free from error.

Socrates.
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Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not bt
inserted.

LONDON
OUTDOOR
Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S.S. (Victoria
Park, near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mrs. E. Grout,
Place) : 7-3>

Kingston-on-Thames Branch N.S.S. (Market
Mr. Tv. Bbury.

North London Branch N.S.S. White Stone Pond, Hamp-
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, Mr. L. Ebury. 3.30, Parliament Hi»
Fields, Mr. L. Ebury. South Hill Park, Hampstead, So,
Monday, Mr. L. Ebury. Highbury Corner, 8.0, Friday, .
L. Ebury.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : >T0O
Mrs. N. B. Buxton. Rushcroft Road, opposite Brixton Town
Hall, 8.0, Tuesday, Mr. F. A. Ridley. Liverpool Grove, Wal-
worth Road, 8.0, Priday, Mr. E. A. Ridley.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 8.0, Wedr'\%_—
day, Mrs. Buxton and Mr. Carpenter. 8.0, ThurSdessrs
Saphin. 8.0, Friday, Mr. Barnes. 3.30, Sunday, Dunne.
luson and Collins. 7.30, Sunday, Messrs. Barnes, '
Tuson and Wood.

COUNTRY
indoor

Newcastle (New Church Hall, Cambridge Street): 7,3’
Wednesday, Debate—* Did Jesus Christ Exist?” "tr
Rev. E. R- Goldsack. Neg.: J. T. Brighton.

outdoor

Birkenhead Branch N.S.S. (Haymarket) : 80, Satnpbj'j
Park Entrance, 8.0, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 1~
day. Catherine Street off Grange Road, 8.0, Wednes a-
Mr. G. Whitehead will lecture each evening.

Bilyth (The Fountain) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. J. T. Brigh 0

Chester-LE-STRKET (Riverside Park) : 8.0, A Freethoug®
Demonstration. Speakers : Rovshen G. Mahomed, 11-
kin and J. T. Brighton. .

Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Mound) : 7.0, Mr. Fra
Smithies—" Matter Matters.” 0

Glasgow Secular Society (Albert Road) : Tuesday, ~

b

Thursday, 8.0, Minard Road. Friday, 8.0, Rose Stree
Sauchiehall Street. Muriel Whitefield will speak at 11
meetings.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Bury Market) : 8.0, Suturm"'
Ashton Market, 8.0, Sunday. Wigan Market, 8.0, Moma'
Preston Market, 8.0, Wednesday. Mr. W. Atkinson «
speak at these meetings.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Stevenson Square): T’
Messrs. G. H. Taylor, C. McCall, Junr. and S. Newton.

Middlesbrough (Davison .Street) : 7.0, Thursdays I
J. T. Brighton.
Read : 7.30 .Wednesday, Mr. J. Clayton;

Scoutbottom : 7.45, Friday, Mr. J. Clayton.

South Shields (Harbour View) ; 7.0, Tuesday, Mr. A
Brighton.

WorSThorne : 7.30, Monday, Mr. J. Clayton.
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| Footsteps of the Past |
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TWO GREAT PIONEER FREETHINKERS

HENRY HETHERINGTON

(1792-1849)

Ambrose G. Barker

Price 6d. By post 7d.

PETER ANNET—1693-1769

Ella Twynam

Price post free 2id.

N may safely be said that only a small minority
of present day Freethinkers are aquainted with
tte lives of those men and women, to whom
they, and the English speaking peoples owe so
Mwch. Annetand Hetherington bore aloft the
the flag of Freethought at a time when men
hed to face imprisonment for daring to question
tlle claims of the Church. But these two men
dd more than that. They were among the
founders of modern democracy in this country,
and it is one of the disgraces of our history that
their work has been so generally slurred over,
when jt js not completely ignored. These two
paPiphlets will introduce, to those who need
the introduction, two doughty fighters in the
best of all causes.

FANFARE FOR
FREETHOUGHT

By

BAYARD SIMMONS

N Election of verse wise and witty, fi%-
n9 a gap in Freethought propagandist
erature. Specially and tastefully printed

and bound.

Price One Shilling. Postage Twopence.

| Meat eating involves cruelty: |

Why not try the Vegetarian Way P |

Free Literature, including Recipes,

frem TheVegetarian Society, 57 Princess 8treet,
1 Manchester, 2
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Prayer:
answered Prayer ;
Science is better than Prayer.

Prica Sixpence

Prayer

Price 6s.
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BIBLE HANDBOOK

i. BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. U. BIBLE AB-

SURDITIES. lii. BIBLE ATROCITIES V.
UNFULFILLED PROPHECIES AND BROKEN
PROMISES. V. BIBLE IMMORALITIES,

DECENCIES AND OBSCENITIES

IN-

By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball

Millions of people have read “ The Bible ”
but only a few read it with an unprejudiced
mind. Believers read it in the light of incul-
cated obsessions and with their minds closed
to a real understanding. “ The Handbook ”
sets forth the Bible message as it really is, it
is made to tell its own story. Every text is
cited accurately and exact reference is given.
It is a book that is useful, even indispensable
to Freethinkers and it is educational to
Christians.

Cloth 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.
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By G. BEDBOROUGH

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The first Duty of Man ;

PAGAN ELEMENTS I

CHRISTIANITY
H. CUTNER

A concise and scathir.g account cf the debt
Chtistianity owes to Paganism, with a chapter
on Relics
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Answered Prayer ,
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A Great Book on a Great Subject

POSSESSION

Demoniacal and Other, among Primitive Races, in Antiquity,
the Middle Ages and Modern Times

Professor T. K. OESTERREICH

(TUBINGEN)

This work, published in 1930, is an outstanding work on the question of
“ possession ” by spirits, and in effect a critical examination of the theory of
“souls.” The phenomena are dealt with in terms of modern psycho-pathology-
The approach is completely scientific. It deals with the phenomena named as set
forth in the Bible, the New Testament, in the primitive world, in ancient and
modern times, as well as in connexion with modern Spiritualism.

400 pp. published at 21s. Price 5s. 6d., postage 6d.

Colonial Orders Sixpence Extra

Only a limited number available
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