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View* and Opinions

e Power of Social Coercion
( WRING the war of 1914-18 I wrote an article on the 

 ̂ • Ioral Equivalent for War.”  The article attracted 
Risiderable attention, and it was reprinted by a reader 

.¡/ h e  West of England, and, I believe, widely, 
1<>uffh privately, circulated. It was a time when 

le .wlwrgy and others were doing “  their bit ”  by 
J o y i n g  the moral qualities of war. Our own 
?.(hers were all heroes, the army gave man the disci- 
1Ile he needed, it was the breeding ground of cour- 

' i'e> it developed a sense of duty, it taught men 
¡'"iradeship, and every nation owed its finest qualities 

War. M y article took as its theme the admission 
at all these things might accompany war, for a time, 

* t, as stated, it was a huge lie, and in its probable 
'^sequences a criminal lie. It is, of course, conceiv- 

j _ that war might, in certain circumstances, be the 
'̂sser Gf two evils. Free intercourse between people 
 ̂ 111 normal circumstances an important thing, but

j.1 Hie presence of an epidemic, isolation and a restric- 
°n °f movement may be vitally necessary.

,ut comradeship, a socialized expression of the gre- 
ar>ous instinct, discipline, a normal expression of the 

.’Assure of the group, a sense of duty, an intellectual
'l l  expression of social consciousness, courage, com- 
:i(|eship, etc., all these are developments of 
'Rial Hfe and are exploited by militarism wherever it 

lsts. They are wasted, not developed, by war. Keep 
lc,i at war long enough and the sense of duty 
cakens, courage turns into cowardice, comradeship 

. ,L'lds to self-preservation. An army in the field that 
n°t constantly recruited from social spheres steadily 

fcteriorates. The truth is the human virtues are 
c'veloped in peace and exploited and weakened in 
!ar- And directly after the war, after four years of 
" s disciplining of character and conduct, the constant 
'dence in criminal courts was that one could not ex- 

!'ect men who had been taught to hold life cheaply for 
r>llr strenuous years to have a very great regard for it 

"'lien they returned to civil life- To-day we have a

larger general perception of the futility and brutality 
of war, but that is because the danger of modern war 
has been brought home to many. And fear is not 
really a very hopeful foundation on which to build a 
real peace. Had there been no bombing planes 
threatening London there is little doubt but that 
Britain would have been at war several weeks ago.

*  *  *

War and Peace
I think as a supplement to the “  Moral Equivalent 

for War,”  I might now attempt an expansion of what 
was said some twenty-two years ago. The war that 
began in 1914 is still in being, all we have had is a 
partial armistice in which casualties, reckoned in 
terms of the higher values, have been as numerous as 
those of tire “  Great War.”  It is only three weeks 
since our Prime Minister visited Hitler, received a 
number of demands, a threat and a couple of ultima
tums, and by a compromise that gave Hitler a little 
more than he had asked for, came home bringing 
Europe peace. The peace was ushered in by an out
burst of hysteria such as I had never expected to sec- 
on any occasion, and which should furnish illumi
nating material to sociologists.

But the first stages of the “  peace ”  is to 1>e a rapid, 
almost a frenzied, increase in arms, in the air, on land 
and on the sea, also an increase in man power devoted 
to war. We are frightened at war so we adopt plans 
which— unless all history is wrong— must end in war. 
We now avow an hatred of war— so we are to fill the 
minds of the rising generation that to get ready for 
war is the surest form of a sound social development. 
We are even to be conscripted socially at once, and in 
a military sense, later. I am not arguing whether 
these two forms of conscription are justified or not. I 
am merely noting the situation— for which I shall 
probably get abuse from both sides. But we all 
ought to have enough common-sense left in our heads 
to realize that “  Compulsory Social Service ”  (as 
though the best social service can ever be given under 
the baton of the policeman) is only part of the psycho
logical preparation for war. The people are asked to 
submit to it because they are led to believe that war in 
the near future is probable; they will become used to 
blindly obeying orders from above in the workshop, 
and there must be, of course, penalties for disobedi
ence. Compulsory social service must discourage 
questioning and criticism. The workman is a soldier 
in the workshop, who like the workman in the Army 
must neither question nor criticize those alxive him. 
The “  good ”  citizen becomes one who obeys orders. 
That is rapidly liecoming the rule over a large part of 
the world, and who arc we that we should aim at en
joying greater freedom or a greater degree of manli
ness than other people ?

*  *  *

Who are We Arming Against P
Now these preparations for war can be directed
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against one people, or to protect ourselves from one 
people. We are not afraid of war with Italy, with 
France or with Russia. We are not frightened of Tur
key, or Timbuctoo or Monaco. It is to protect ourselves 
against Germany and Germany alone that we are arm
ing at a terrific rate. The polite lies of our Govern
ment that we are not arming with eyes solely on Ger
many deceives no one except those people who love 
humbug and hypocrisy even when there is no need for 
it. Perhaps it is done to keep them in practice. But 
Germany says she does not want war. Among the 
mountain of lies told by German leaders we can accept 
that as a truth. Only it must be said that no country 
ever wants war if it can get what it wants without it. 
No thief was ever anxious to “  sandbag ”  a pedestrian 
if he could get his valuables by just asking for them 
Even the old highwayman did not want to shoot any
one. He was merely asking for the wherewithal to 
live. To say, then, that we have not Germany in 
mind when we talk about the need for being prepared 
for war is a piece of humbug or hypocrisy that deceives 
no one— at least it ought not to do so.

But in the case of Germany we have not a nation 
with whom normal relations can be or ought to be 
maintained. In the old days the nations of Europe 
subscribed to a common code of honour, and were very 
much upon a level with regard to their moral and 
ethical rules. The difference of political institutions 
did not enter because, while different forms of Govern
ment existed, the Government of each country ob
served certain rules that were usually understood, 
and were generally applied. None of these things pre
vented friendly association with great differences of 
internal life.

But the Germany of to-day presents us with quite 
another problem. It is not a difference of political in
stitutions. It is not fundamentally a question of 
Democracy versus Dictatorship. It is not a question of 
rivalry in the rush to acquire more territory. These 
things have always been with us. The present issue 
is essentially the maintenance of friendly relations 
(political relations must always exist in any circum
stances) between ourselves and a Government, which 
for sheer calculated brutality and bestial obscenity, for 
professed dishonesty in speech and practice, is with
out precedent in the history of the world. It pro
claims itself the superior people of the world, and re
fuses to admit that the rest of the world has any moral 
claims on it. Intermarriage is forbidden, not the 
slightest degree of freedom of thought, speech or pub
lication is permitted. The German people are kept 
in a condition of childlike ignorance by being for
bidden to read literature of other countries should they 
feel so inclined. Women are treated as little better 
than cattle; their only part in life is to breed children. 
People are robbed, children of the alleged inferior race 
are starved, materially and spiritually. Hundreds of 
thousands are sent to concentration camps to be beaten 
or tortured to death. Even the British papers dare 
not print full records of what is in being in Germany. 
To call the Government of Germany a civilized Gov
ernment is an abuse of language. It is an apotheosis of 
all that is vile in human nature. There is really no 
point at which a civilized Government, or a civilized 
people, can come into close fraternal contact with 
Germany.

* * *
W hy N ot P

Now I am not for a moment suggesting that we 
ought to break off diplomatic relations with such a 
Government. But there is surely another way of ex
pressing our disgust with what is going on in Ger
many, and to let our evident disapproval with it do its 
work among the German people. All that has been 
done up to the present is to arrange for friendly

parties to go to Germany for competition games—s°1,ie 
of which had to be given up because they were con- 
\erted into instruments of political propaganda; tourist 
parties, who thought of nothing but saving a 
pounds on their summer holiday, money which was 
converted into aeroplanes to bomb London, if necey 
sary, and bodies of Ex-Service men (one of which has 
recently declined to go), and none of which ever took 
the trouble to acquaint Germans with the disgust ex
isting in this country over the general persecution ot 
liberal scientists and thinkers, the suppression of free
dom of thought and speech, and so forth. Mr. Cham- 
henain says he was surprised the German people did 
not want war, and at the warmth of feeling expressed 

0r lls c°ufltry. The poor innocent! Had he ,1()-1 ~ArfP 01knowledge
the w-w ^  'yhat was going on, and no - ----
o ; \u WMlch the people were trained to cheer D 

’ to be s,lent to order, and how carefully English
news has been kept from them ? 

thing very ¿ 5 en.’ *ha<i 1 su^ s t  ? Well it is some- 
is a drunl-nt i 1 Indeed. I f  I have a neighbour wh° 
reii uses V ’ Wh°  in‘ treats his wife, beats his child- 

' USCS Coarse and abusive language, ' 'and if l',s
manners are worse than coarse, and if there is

even a

strong suspicion that he is a thief, how do I behave r 
1 feel bound, even justified, in giving him all the nor
mal social amenities. I will respect his right to his 
personal belongings as I wish he w•ould respect nunw

Will nnt x "isii ne « UU1U__t
train as mv s V ™ "  Wm thc ri£ht to travel in the saine
will respect f -  ’ °.r even to sit in the same carriage. 1 

G . , ” s Hgbt of way in the public street, hiS
• - « - » oM„v>l. and

for them to be treated in every way as are my childt^
But I will not meet him on terms of 1\

for him
that

not meet him on
fessed friendship, I will not profess respect 
(which would be only another way of saying ê. 
have no respect left for myself), and I will act thus 
cause, while I do not filch from him his rights as a c ^  
zen, I do abhor his conduct as a man. This treatnic 
may not reform him, but it is at least likely to a\' a ' 
a sense in him that all is not as it should be.

Now is there any sufficient reason why this W; 
ment should not be adopted with Germany. 
lomatic relations must, of course, be retained, 
everything that indicates approval, or even a . . 
approval, with what the German Government is c 
should be avoided. I think this obtains with the  ̂  ̂
men and women of this country. Remember that i 
Germany by its own conduct that has deliberated 
jected the validity of those phases of life which vve 
this country hold to be vital to human welfare. ' '  ^ 
should we continue to deal with the German Gove  ̂
ment as though we were unaware that this deve 
ment of a brutal bestiality hitherto unknown to 
world has taken place ? Might not even our bargal  ̂
hunting tourists in Germany sometimes think of 
groans of the men and women and children in cone 
tration camps that act as undertones to the songs N' 
are listening to in the Bierhause ? Why not treat GL 
many as we treat our undesirable neighbours, instc- 
of professing our belief that truth, honour, or jnst'c ' 
respect for learning or for infancy or age, have a • 
place in the minds of the rulers of Germany ?

Of course, it may be urged that the German peG1!̂  
are misled by Hitler and his gang. T agree that this ■ 
so. But are we not assisting this deception, when " 
profess respect for the German Government, a Govd1' 
ment that commenced its career by burning down ' 
own House of Parliament in order to obtain the excl,'L 
for executing some of its opponents ? Are we not hell1 
ing to keep the German people in ignorance when ' ' l 
behave as we do? The German people have no ill-"1 
against England or any other country, but at presc” 
they are not permitted to know how other countT’c 
feel about them. Even the wireless is closed to F,cl

le
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stat'S’ f°r r,crmans may not listen-in to foreign 
,ons- We cannot enlighten Germans how this 

ar " '-v feels through the medium of our papers. They 
sen r b’dden to rea<l them. No Englishman may pre-
. ] '̂HSTlisli views to Germans----- unless he is in the
ca" of *,le Nazis. There is only one way in which we 

with self-respect mark our attitude. We can 
1 inaGe °Ur sent’]nents with regard to what is going on 

(j) er,nany hy w o r d s  when possible, and by our con-

I llnt 3 ' -tbe t'me- We might make Germany realize 
ca ««til it enters the circle of civilized peoples we 

have no friendly relations with her. It has been 
ffed that by encouraging parties of British people to 

the*1 Germany we are making for better relations. In 
case °f many nations that is true. In the case of 

^er»iany it js ]10̂  true. British visitors to Ger-
aa.v seldom discuss the relative institutions of the 

eri° ?OUn*:taes' Natives dare not say anything in 
nhcism of their own position or real feelings. It is 
n° dangerous a subject. The only way left is to make 
1 *1 ,^ernian people realize what position they really 

>n the minds of civilized men and women. As- 
|,u t hy force, or by vilification, a people may stand. 
.u Ihe assault by silent disapproval, by social ostra- 
1SI11> "dll make itself felt where other means fail.

C hapm an  C o iik n .

I —

Napoleon of Freethought

I he great Achilles whom we knew.” —-Tennyson.
1 Clericalism, there is the enemy.”—Gambctta.

Ar a private soldier in Victorian days should nurse 
ambition of being, some day, the first President of 

jj hitish Republic is extraordinary. And, Charles 
‘adlaugh, who dreamed that dream, was an extra- 

"'dintiry nian. He never achieved this ambition, but 
,e vvr°te his name deep in his country’s history, and he 
1( more for Freethought than any other man of his

generation.
Wluit manner of man was he? Over six feet in 

®tght, with a leonine head, and a winning person- 
'W, aroused attention everywhere. In addition, he 

"as the foremost orator in this country. His only 
serious rival was Col. Robert Ingersoll, who never 
Î’oke publicly in England, but whose lectures were as 
"miliar as household words to Victorian Intellectuals.

Eradlaugh’s gifts as an orator were phenomenal. He 
umld address a hostile House of Commons and cotn- 
mand its respect. He could debate with H. M. Hynd- 
,llan> a truly formidable antagonist, and hold an 
•mdience of five thousand people in the great St. 
James’s Hall, Piccadilly. A familiar figure in the 
<a'v Courts, he could bill and coo his way to legal vic- 

Gry with the easy assurance of a popular King’s 
counsel. At one time he could denounce Priestcraft 
" ith all the indignation of Gladstone speaking on Tur- 
'-’sh atrocities; at another he was as soothing as Ward 
eecher addressing a congregation. There were 

slants in those days, but Bradlaugh was head and 
moulders above most of them.

Such a personality did he possess, that those of us 
"ho were then young (alas ! a dwindling minority to- 
' ay), regarded him as the Napoleon of Freethought. 
*e led us to victory against a world in arms. Prior 

his leadership, Freethinkers were unorganized, and 
mfully led. When he laid down his sword, we were a 
c°mpact army with banners, commanding respect from 
°ttr formidable opponents. As Napoleon had his mar- 
shals, Bradlaugh had his lieutenants. To think of 
them is to have an accession of pride. G. W. Foote, 
Charles Watts, J. M. Robertson, and Annie Besant, 
J°rmetl a galaxy of talent which would have added

lustre to any movement. Even the lesser lights of 
Freethought were men of ability, such as Arthur B. 
Moss, George and Sam Standring, Robert Border, and 
others too numerous to mention. The lecturers, some 
fifty in number, rendered devoted service, and carried 
the message of Freethought throughout the length and 
breadth of the British Isles. Even the sub-editor of 
the National Reformer, Bradlaugh’s own paper, was no 
less a person than James Thomson, the poet who gave 
us The City of Dreadful Night. Truly, Secularism at 
that period was represented by a very brilliant group 
of “  Intellectuals.”

What a p.rice Bradlaugh paid for his leadership ! The 
very last time I heard him lecture at the old Hall of 
.Science, Old Street, London, was on the occasion of 
the presentation of a testimonial to Robert Forder, for 
years the Secretary of the National Secular Society. 
Bradlaugh was then a broken man. For a whole 
generation he had led the forces of Freethought, but 
the Barbarians were too much for even his iron consti
tution. Brave to the very last, he kept a bold front to 
the enemy, but he was bleeding to death beneath his 
armour. Some of his cheering audience nearly broke 
down, thinking of the fierce, old fighting days and 
nights, when there was no thought of anything but the 
fight itself, and the chance of victory. And there was 
our hero wounded to the death. The audience dis
persed with a sense of impending gloom.

Not long afterwards, Bradlaugh was dead. Then 
all the unclean things of Orthodoxy crawled from 
their hiding places and assailed his memory. There 
was, however, one very notable exception. The 
House of Commons, hearing that he was on his death
bed, passed a resolution erasing the record of his ex
pulsion. It was a noble gesture, worthy of the 
Mother of Parliaments. But the members knew Brad
laugh, and had learned to admire this Tribune of the 
People. Had his ecclesiastical opponents known 
Bradlaugh as he really was, they could scarcely have 
hated him as they did. Intoxicated with the ver
bosity of their pumped-up indignation, they have be
haved, not as men, buf as baboons. For over eighty 
years, Christians have libelled and lied about Brad
laugh in the name of a “  Religion of Love,”  and near 
half a century after his death, hooligans dese
crate his grave. It is horrible, but when one re
calls that the same pious malice pursued Thomas Paine, 
Voltaire, and many others, it is abundantly clear that 
superstition narrows the vision and blunts the edge of 
principle.

Bradlaugh’s motto was “  Thorough,” and through
out his life he acted up to it. Every issue of his 
paper, the National Reformer, boldly proclaimed his 
Atheism and Republicanism. He was no dreamer, 
leaving others to translate his ideas into deeds. First 
and last, he was a man of action. Without his leader
ship, the Freethought Movement might have been 
delayed in the desert for many years. It was he, most 
ably seconded by men and women of real talent, doubt
less, but, again, first and foremost, he who made the 
Freethought Party as we know it to-day, a tower of 
sanity in a mad world.

It is strange that people are only now beginning 
to see that Bradlaugh’s attitude to religion was actu
ally forced upon him. He had no wish to fight the 
thousands of clerical -charlatans and their hundreds of 
thousands of half-educated satellites. He did not 
want to waste his time arraigning the barbarities and 
absurdities of the Christian Bible, or the mischievous 
activities of Priestcraft. But he soon realized that the 
clergy were the bulwark of tyranny, and that their 
vested interest stereotyped reaction in its worst forms. 
It was precisely because the Christian religion was the 
shield of injustice that he challenged it; and if he 
seemed to those outside his influence a mere icono-

L
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clast, he has in tin's only shared the fate of the world’s 
greatest reformer.

Bradlaugh fought for liberty for man, woman, and 
child; and his life-struggle was as heroic as that of the 
Spartan heroes who held the pass against the Persian 
hosts. He stood like the rock of Gibraltar against the 
hordes of Priestcraft. Bradlaugh grows larger to 
one’s mental and moral vision the more distant he be
comes. The best views of the Alps are to be gained 
from a distance, aird we get the better view of Brad
laugh as we recede from him. A hero himself in 
action, he was chivalry incarnate. He was never the 
man to shout to others, “  Go on,”  but he always said, 
“  Come on.”  Now that he is no longer a presence, 
hut a memory, we are free to look at him, free from 
controversy, and able to estimate him at his true 
worth. Shall our own lives not be nobler also because 
of his worthy example ? He fell, prematurely worn out 
by hard work and harder usage, in that great battle
field of humanity, whose soldiers fight not to shed 
blood, but to dry up tears; not to murder their fellow- 
men, but to raise them up. Labouring not for himself, 
but for others, he made an imperishable name, and 
gave the world “  assurance of a man.”  Let us salute 
the memory of one of the bravest and truest that ever 
drew breath : —

“ Our glorious century gone 
Beheld no head that shone
More clear across the storm, above the foam,
More steadfast in the fight 
Of warring night and light,
True to the truth whose star leads heroes home.”

M im n e r m u s .

Materialism Be-statecL ”

It is a pleasant change to turn from the dryasdust 
philosophers to the genial atmosphere wherein Chap
man Cohen dwells when he is bent only on the art of 
teaching. As a propagandist, Mr. Cohen wields the 
battleaxe of destruction against the onslaughts of 
superstition. As a teacher he is persuasive and con
vincing.

On numerous platforms I have quoted from my well- 
thumbed and underlined copy of the 1927 edition of 
Materialism Rc-slaled. I made my own clumsy but 
useful “  Index ”  to the book which I have supplanted 
on my modest shelf with a handsome volume called 
“  Second Edition.”  It is a hundred pages longer 
(and as much better) than the orginal. It is admir
ably bound. But in no sense does it turn its back upon 
its predecessor. Its additions are not subtractions as 
many “  revised editions ”  are. One may say that this 
new edition actually simplifies the old— a rare accom
plishment. These additions include in particular the 
author’s valuable exposition of “  Emergence ” — a 
word which has become fashionable amongst some 
who understand it, and more who use it as a missile 
against Materialism.

Mr. Cohen has elsewhere explained the genuine 
place of “  Agnosticism.”  Here he shows clearly 
how and when “  Emergence ’ ’ can be truthfully and 
usefully used. In this case he answers the Theistic 
claims and re-assures hesitant Freethinkers by demon
strating most effectually the place of “  Emergence ”  
as one of the aspects of Evolution. He argues as the 
scientist must argue. He does not argue as the Theis
tic believer in some sort of “  Evolutionary theory,” 
who regards “  Science ”  as an under-housemaid in the 
House of God. This chapter will, we think, be read 
and re-read. It is lucid, it is convincing, but it is 
also necessary. The fact is that “  Emergence ”  has

Freud”  a'f used and as little understood as
n 1  at? fones and complexes, 

okl sohVH? RUSSf 11 °nCe said tllat “  matter has lost its 
¿ f i  y ’ ,ai  lmnd its old spirituality.”  It is 
Cohen <1 " n  tn" e diat a 'vn'ter as capable as Mr. 
portant m atteiIlpt the re-definition of some im- 
which i]!,01' ]S .C0ldd. Ml quote dozens of words
cases of -L -<)S t,leir ailcient significance. In most 
ant that ;°Ulse’ llle words themselves are unimport- 
diees in m” ' ° SdJ ^le lexicographers have no prejn- 
Tfiev av , SUcdl words their current signification. 

- ‘ c words which tempt nobody into a display of
political, ethical or religious bias.

yhidiWhere old prejudices linger behind words w 
have evolved new meanings, the dictionaries do t iel 
best to confuse their readers. Definitions can lis^  
mislead. Readers of Allan Hpward’s The New lv°ril 
(highly praised by Stuart Chase in The Tyranny 1 
II ords) will remember with delight the amazing p&Pel 
chase the author had amongst dictionaries 0 
which evaded or misrepresented the interpretation 0 
the word “ ideal.”  Mr. Upward’s book mightJ,c 
called Idealism Restated. And in Materialism tie- 
stated, Mr. Cohen has had to ignore dictionaries'' 
scientific, religious, and even rationalistic—because 
Materialism means something more, and often some 
thing different, when the student seeks in vain to fi«rt 
accurate defining in all the books of reference.

The ancient uses of the words, Materialism, Atheism, 
Freethought have never been flattering. A u t h o r i t ie s  

have regarded these words as connoting every eVl_ 
human quality. Materialism, perhaps more than any 
other word has been an accusing term of reproach, sug 
gesting crimes of which mere murder was aim05 
venial. Later on, in the impotence of emphasis, pi°u5 
theists added adjectives such as “  crass,”  “  vile,”  a«« 
“ base ”  to the noun “  materialism ” — a sign that 
Materialism was gaining ground. The world is sti 
taught by lying epithets that all the good qualité5 
arc “  spiritual,”  and all the evil things are “  earthly- 
carnal, devilish ” — i.e., materialistic.

Materialism Restated shows that this word has bee« 
maligned by its enemies and often misunderstood hv 
its friends. Take the first good dictionary and 1° ° ' 
up this word. Annandale’s Concise Dictionary tell5 
you that Materialism is “  that which is neither sphh' 
ual nor mental.”  The Oxford Dictionary says it 
something “  concerned with externals only.”

The Encyclopaedists have been equally misleading 
the l'.ncyclopœdia Britannica says “  Naïve Material' 
ism ”  [the sort we secularists accept], is due to ignor
ance and “ in anti-religious materialism the motive k 
hostility to . . . certain forms of spiritual doctrine. 
It is amusing to read in the same article that there k 
also a “  Scientific Materialism ” — “  meaning the doe 
trine commonly adopted by the physicist, zoologist an* 
biologist.”  Other scientists apparently do not accept 
“ scientific materialism ”  ! And even “ contemporary 
science is tending away from Materialism towards the 
recognition of other than mechanical factors in even 
the physical phenomena of Nature.”  The Religion5 
Pi act Society could scarcely outdo this ineffable im

pudence.
Materialism Restated traces the history of Material

ism, as well as defining it anew, correcting inadéquat 
and inaccuiate statements of its scope, answering 
criticisms, and probing deeply into the problem of Per' 
sonality. Instead of the unscientific and ignorant 
antithesis between “ Mind”  and “ Matter,”  Material
ism is shown here to cover the whole of existence- 
'Phe laws of Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Psycho
logy are branches of materialist science. Beliefs >" 
Religion and all other superstitions have a real 
materialistic basis— mostly in human ignorance, fen' 
and cupidity. In this sense Materialism, as re-stated

3
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Colien, embraces Religion as well as atoms, 
electrons and the particles of floating dirt, which are 
called sunbeams.

In a very serious book, Mr. Cohen has shown a sense 
of humour and a brilliant wit* subordinate to his great 
object, but welcome because it is neither strained noi 
»relevant. Remembering Mrs. Annie Besant’s critical 
¡»tack 011 the limited scope of the Materialism she left 
behind when she resigned from the Secularists, one 
wishes Mr. Cohen’s book had then been available, 
j hs. Besant’s later superstitions are another stor>. 
»he fact is that Mr. Cohen has made our principles 
m°re attractive because Materialism can now be 
authoritatively “  re-stated ”  without the limitations 
which he has, once for all, repudiated.

G eorge B kdhorougii.

* That wonderful authority on Science [and Wit) Mr. Arnold 
Umn, SayS : “  The Materialist, like the madman, is not 
hampered by the sense of humour.”

Ecclesiastes

‘ A little thought is Sexton to all the world.”
Thoreau.

the preacher possessed “  a little thought ”  he 
»''Uhl have been Sexton to The Book of Ecclesiastes.

■ e foolishness of preaching never found better illus- 
^‘dion than in its pages. The Preacher, like his 
(!frcthren, does nothing but preach. Work and sanity 
11 thinking go hand in hand, but anv sort of work is 
jofeign to his nature. Deceit, as might be expected, 
■ 1 »sorted to in the first verse. He would have us be- 

s‘L'Ve that his words are those of the Son of David—  
j °t°»ion— King in Jerusalem. But in i. 16, this fiction 
e»oines evident : —t( r j

, 1 communed with my heart, saying, Behold 1 am
»come great and have made advances in wisdom 
>0Ve »11 who were before me in Jerusalem.”  Again 

»1 li. Q : “  i  was great and surpassed all who had been 
»hire me in Jerusalem; and still my wisdom continued 
. 1 me.”  Further he si>eaks of having displayed 

W'sdom under the sun. (ii. 19).
Would the wisest man in all the world have been 

•Milty of such vain boasting? And what does the 
j'tithor mean by making the Preacher say, “  All who 
Ud been before me in Jerusalem,”  when lie bad had 

"ul>’ 011 » predecessor— David? and had Solomon been 
. '»preacher would we have heard of unjust rulers as 
j» iii- 16; iv. 1; the extortions of provincial magis- 

‘itcs, v. S; and the elevation of inferior men to high 
hitioii, x. 5-7? The greatest objection of all is that 
’» book seems to have been written after Solomon 

iud l>een devoutly sleeping with bis fathers for at 
»¡1st 500 years.

^»t whether the Preacher was Solomon or not, he 
»lakes many suggestive remarks about wisdom, many 
,,(>lish ones, and many of a hopelessly contradictory 

»»ture. His method, or lack of one, may explain 
"'by.

When Garth Wilkinson was writing his Improvvisa- 
,0ns from the Spirit (Reviewed hv B.V. under the 
‘»»ding of “  A Strange Book ” ) he choose a theme, 

" r°te it down, then waited patiently for the first im- 
1 Session upon the mind which, however strange it 
»»ght be, he considered the beginning of the evolution 
()f that theme. But our author does not seem to have 
»hosen a theme. He seems to have just sat, or lain 

°̂»vn, and recorded the impressions dictated by the 
»»lod then reigning. So it cannot he wondered at that 
10 had a very questionable and changing sort of wis- 

<lom, if indeed it can lie called wisdom at all.
Wisdom is good, he says, with an inheritance; and

it is an advantage to those who see the sun that they 
are in the shady side of it. Wisdom is like the shade of 
money; hut the advantage of the knowledge of wisdom 
is— it will give life to him who is a follower of it. 
(vii. 11-12.)

Then, lest we take his advice too seriously, he warns 
us : “  Be not over righteous; nor dive too far into wis
dom, lest peradventure, thou be struck with astonish
ment. Run not into an excess of wickedness nor be
come hardened, that thou mayest not die untimely 
(vii. 16). Here whether he was fully conscious of it or 
not, the writer struck a great truth, which didn’t en
tirely depend 011 the depth of the dive, it being 
necessary only to be completely immersed in the wave 
of wisdom to get a thrill of astonishment.

He was in a way conscious of the value of wisdom : 
“  I saw indeed that there is an advantage in wisdom 
above folly, like the advantage of light above dark
ness. . . . But one event happeneth to them all ”  (li. 
13-15). This seems a much too democratic event for 
him. So he adds— “  And as the same event will hap
pen to me as happened to the fool, why have I studied 
wisdom?”  But had he studied it he never would 
have asked such a silly question. Study, to him, 
meant only idle dreaming.

Truth, occasionally, does seem to drop uncon
sciously from him : “  Wisdom is better than imple
ments of war.”  True ! But implements of war would 
not exist but for our lack of wisdom.

Finishing his observations on wisdom he informs us : 
“  Because the preacher was wise, because he taught 
mankind wisdom; that the ear might find what is 
comely from parables, the teacher made diligent search 
to find pleasing words and a writing of rectitude—  
words of truth. . . . There is no end of making many 
books. And much study is a weariness to the flesh.” 
(xii. 9-12).

Had the author possessed a spirit like Pantagruel—  
“  a certain jollity of mind pickled in the scorn of for
tune,”  he might have written a rather remarkable 
book. Such a spirit would have prevented him from 
saying many foolish things. For instance : “  Grief is 
better than laughter; for by a sadness of countenance 
a heart may l>c made better ”  (vii. 3). We find a saner 
view expressed in the Apocrypha— Ecelesiasticus xiii. 
25— “  The heart of a man ehangeth his countenance, 
whether it be for good or e v il: and a merry heart 
maketli a cheerful countenance.”

Ilis melancholy, spiritless, selfish, view of life make 
him characteristically indifferent. The commonest 
facts of life upset him. He sees that physical events 
take place according to physical laws : The sun rises 
on the evil and the good, and the rain falls on the just 
and the unjust. There is no entirely new thing under 
the sun (i. 10). That which is crooked cannot be made 
straight, nor can wants he numbered (i. 15). The 
dead are not sensible of anything (ix. 5). That which 
befalletli the beast befnllctli man. The same event hap- 
paneth to both. As the one dietli so dieth the other. 
And they have all one breath. What advantage then 
hath man over the beast? (iii. 19). Well, what of it 
all ? The sensible man possessed of a little wisdom 
simply lets determined things to destiny hold unbe- 
wailcd their way, eats his bread with cheerfulness, and 
drinks his wine with a merry heart.

He complains that his heart only had been glad
dened by bis labour, lie had no other reward (ii. tt). 
Could lie have had a greater reward ? If by being 
made glad by his labour he did not much remember 
the evil days of his life because of the joy of his heart, 
what more could he desire? Then in iii. 22, he tells 
us “ that there is nothing good in the works of man, 
but that by which lie can be made glad.”

He is said by some to have been an Epicurean, by 
others, a fatalist, a Sadducee, and a sceptic. He was'
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everything by turns and nothing long. His form of 
scepticism was what Baxter (1737) called Egomism.

“ I hated all the labour of mine hands for which I 
am toiling under the sun; because I must leave it to a 
man who is coming after me ”  (ii. 18). The mere 
fact that by so leaving it he was liquidating the debt 
owing to his father was no consideration of his.

So he sums up : “  Let us eat, drink and be merry 
for to-morrow we die ”  : —

“  I praised pleasurable enjoyment, because there is 
nothing good for men under the sun— nothing save 
eating and drinking and being made glad ”  (viii. 15). 
“  He that is of a merry heart,”  says Solomon, “  hath 
a continual feast ” (Prov. xv. 15). But the Preacher 
cannot feast without the company of skeletons. 
“  Though a man may live many years and be delighted 
in them all, he will still remember that the days of 
darkness are many.”  (xi. 8).

Then lie asks us to “ Contemplate the works of God; 
for who can make him straight whom God hath made 
crooked?” (vii. 13).

“  The sleep of the slave is sweet whether he eatetli 
little or much. But the fulness of the rich suffereth 
him not to sleep.” (v. 12)-

“  No man is absolute commander over wind to stop 
the current of it, and over the day of his death he hath 
no authority ”  (viii. 9).

“  The foci folded his hands and devouring his flesh 
said, Better is one handful of rest, than two handfuls 
of labour and vexation of spirit ”  (iv. 5-6).

Then we get, shall we say ? a Marxian proverb : 
“  God made man upright, but they have found out 
many classes ”  (vii. 28).

One of the evils he speaks of is interesting : “  There 
is an evil which I have seen under the sun as if some
thing involuntary came from the presence of a person 
in authority.”  (x. 5).

Of the land he tells us that : “  The profit of the land 
is for everyone. A king is appendant to the cultivated 
held ”  (v. 9). Appcndaiit to is also translated made 
to serve.

And here follows a fatalistic outburst: “  The race 
is not to the swift nor the battle to the mighty; nay 
not even bread to the wise, nor riches to men of under
standing; nor favour to men of knowledge— that time 
and chance will happen to them all as forming one 
whole ”  (ix. i t ) .  Was he thinking here of Society 
as a living Organism ? But whether, or no, he com
forts us with this practical observation : “  Advantage 
will be in favour of the man who hath skill.”  (x. 10).

G eorge W allace.

Australia Blushes to Confess It !

A development here, was the fixing of Sunday (Septem
ber 10) as a day of united prayer in all the churches—  
Anglican and Catholics— for Divine guidance in the pre
sent troubled state of world affairs.

This move is at the instance of our Catholic-drenched 
Federal Prime Minister (J. A. Lyons).

Such an institution as a day of prayer throughout 
Australia would, at first sight, appear to be to our 
national shame. But it isn’t. Naturally the clerics and 
priests unanimously welcome it. Their exultation knows 
no bounds. But to them, of course, it is expected that it 
would be like a carcase offered to a lot of ravenous crows. 
They saw it in a sort of recognition and buttress of their 
vanishing superstition— a means of stimulating the col
lections upon which they live, and retaining yet a little 
longer the victims upon whom they prey.

Outside this very natural clerical-priestly favour, how
ever, the idea is far from having the endorsement of the 
great bulk of the people of Australia.

The jest of every second person you meet is, ‘ ‘ I see that 
everything’s going to be all right with the world after

Sunday n e x t! ”  Nobody ever thinks of asking why- 
the futility of the prayers well sized up, the only response 
is a smile of derision, if not disgust. Briefly, the who«- 
thing amounts to nothing more than a day of pr-'b 
foisted upon the nation by the ponderous, religious fa«' 
atic that happens to find himself— by a peculiar combina
tion of circumstances— at the head of our political affairs 
His, alone, is the shame of it. For the credit of the p"- 
sent-day mentality of Australia let that be clearly state«- 

Nor are even churchgoers themselves disposal 0 
quietly countenance what is being done.

Many of these have publicly voiced their protests. 1« ej 
f o r  example, A. j .  Dalziel, Secretary o f  the L e g i o n  

Christian Youth. Conceded, it must be, that he 1* j1 
prominent representative of the church. Yet, in the f°' 
lowing published statement, Mr. Dalziel reveals that, sijc 
J>\ side with the superstition he cherishes, he none 
less possesses vigour and sanity :—

1 he slum clearances section of the Legion of Chnst'3,j 
'»°uth will consider making a counter-petition to t '-1 
proposed by the Prime Minister in his effort to mv‘* L 
the aid of a higher power in the present troublous t‘n'( ' 

W e are amazed that church leaders should so reai >. 
rush in with unqualified support of Mr. Lyons’ plans- 

\\ e note with concern that none of them asks him " 
he has done about promises made to the people " ’ha 1 
have been grossly dishonoured and unethically evade«- 

loo many of our churchmen welcome the opp<irtun'1' 
to pray for help, when the occasion demands that îe-v 
stand on their feet and fight! Prayer to them becomes 
an excuse for doing nothing.

During the World War we had unforgettable example 
of all sides inviting the Almighty to “ come in ” 'v'( ’ 
them in order that the “  justice ”  of their particular 
cause might triumph.

Prayer is used with an entire disregard of human obli
gations.

In this particular instance the Churches should unite to 
ask that the I/yons Government be moved to a high11 
sense of Australia’s destiny, and filled with a knowledge 
that the best contribution we can make to world peace 
is m ,1 nation that seeks the Kingdom of God on earth- 

Slums abound in our cities; voting men are iinempl°>’e‘ 
m tens of thousands; relief' workers live on a were 
pittance; education and child welfare systems are archmc 
and financially starved.

On all sides our economy and social system cries 01«
for drastic reconstruction.

God gave us a great land in which to dwell and to him« 
a new civilization. Do Mr. Lyons and church leaders thiiG 
that God is anxious to heed the supplications of th1̂ 1 
who refuse to help themselves ?

Are we going to ask the man 011 the end of a dole-fflie' 
or the inhabitant of a squalid slum, to sing, “  Praise Go«
from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him, all creaturesfor-here below,”  when they rightly' protest, 
gotten by God and man” ?

We are

It is possible, I would like to go 011 to say, that 
Lyons— or any others of the rapidly diminishing ««t11 
who share his helief in prayer:— can have the least i«eil 
the relative proportions of the earth in the universe, 
the even less significance of flic inhabitants of the eaI 
in the great scheme of things?

Science has revealed that the sun— that is, our suii'"^ 
a million times larger than the earth. There are count & 
millions of other suns. One of these suns— or, rather, <’ 
of the suns that have already come within our knowlct - 
— is 27,000 million times the size of our sun. Furth1’”  
there arc bodies that can be observed, even with 0 
present intniments, that are distant from us by well o'L 
one hundred million light years— that is to say, l'P ' 
which travels 186,000 million miles a second, would ta 
over one hundred million years to reach us. Relative*. | 
then, is our earth— let us not bother about the pe°l’ 
upon it— a mere speck of dust suspended in infinity.

Thus we come to the preposterous assumption that, *‘ 
the intervention that Mr. Lyons seeks, there would 1*«' 
to be a conscious, deliberate departure— by the Power «- 
sumed I" he in control— from the hitherto umleviati«.-' 
immutable laws governing the whole vast universe, 
comprehensible in its immensity 1

Lighter, if none the less ridiculous, arc the events b’ 
which 1 wish to make a brief, concluding reference.

Yesterday, a Sydney daily informed us that Hitler 
being acclaimed in Germany as “  God’s messenger-
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God’s services are therefore being sought in very conflict- 
ln£ interests. In Germany, He is wanted—-in fact, is 
already giving His blessing— on the one side; and in 
Australia, through Mr. Lyons, He is to specially interest 
Himself next Sunday on the other side! Quite in keep- 
”‘g with all this is it to read, in the same issue of the 
Sydney daily to which I have referred, the remarks by a 
elergyman (Rev. George Nesbitt) at the burial of a uni- 
' ersally-esteemed Sydney cartoonist— Tom Glover. lo  
nobody, I must say,'could a high tribute more fittingly be 
Paid. But— listen to what the Rev. Nesbitt had to say!

Why a man with such genius,”  he declared, ‘ should 
^  cut off at the early age of 47 is a mystery to us. God, 
h°wever, never makes mistakes. He needs Tom Glover 
to do greater work than he did here. I think that is the 
'eason why God calls some sooner than others.’

God '■  needs Tom Glover to do greater work than he did 
here.” Presumably the assistance required by God— to 
Prevent God from working overtime, or contravening the 
heavenly union rules— is ‘because of the varying, multi
tudinous demands that are being made upon Him by Mr. 
Hyons and other of the Lyons-kidncy. But, for a fatuous, 
Parsonical bleat, could the Rev. Nesbitt be suitably re
warded with anything less than a special, mulishly- 
designed halo?

Or, still more to the point, is not the church from within 
"■ through such deplorable examples as the Rev. Nesbitt

a most potent agency in burlesquing itself out of exist
ence ?

F rank Hili..
Sydney, N.S.W ., Australia.

Acid Drops

Ford Hordcr has been lecturing to the Edinburgh 
Philosophical Institution on the relation between medi- 
)'ue and religion. We have had no opportunity of read- 
ln5i a report of his address, so we are quite unable to 
criticize it. But an article in the Church Times says that 
h°rd Horder insisted there was no opposition between 
utedieine and religion. The truth of this is, of course, 
Wholly dependent upon how one defines religion, and to 
a great many it is quite easy so to do as to make it agree 
with anything, even with Atheism. But if Lord Horder 
Used “  religion ”  with any regard to its historic signific
ance, and with regard to its meaning to-day, then to say 
that there is no opposition between medicine and religion 
,s just nonsense. We are not, we repeat, criticizing Lord 
Horder, for that we will wait until we are able to see a rc- 
P°rt of the address. We are only taking Lord Horder 
as the Church Times presents him, and that, we repeat is 
as a very nonsensical person.

Gf course, it is impossible for any one to present a 
s'ientific study of medicine without taking religion into 
account. The handling of the sick and the infirm, begins 
ls nearly everything begins, in an atmosphere of religion 

0r to put it another way, the handling of the sick and 
H'e interpretation of disease are at first a religious hand- 
*Ug. Disease, physical and mental, is in terms of evil 

spirits, or at best is due to a mysterious influence that 
soon becomes definitely animistic in character. That as
pect of disease is not dead yet. It persists in the ignorant 
’nterpretation of such things as “ Faith-healing,”  and 
alSo, one regrets to say, in the unintelligent attitude of 
Ulany medical practitioners. We say that after making a 
('ue allowance for the fact that in the treatment of disease, 
u wise doctor has often to pretend to agree with the fan
tastic belief of bis patient in order to effect a cure. A 
v'cry ordinary man may often treat a mind diseased by 
Utilizing the fancies of his patient, when a much superior 
'»dividual fails because he is lacking the appreciation of 
a factor that is of considerable importance. But in utiliz- 
i»g the patient in this way a plain John Smith is just as 
Powerful as Jesus Christ.

But this has nothing to do with an alleged connexion of 
medicine with religion, for the kind of treatment we have 
in mind would have no influence whatever on an Atheist, 
while it might be of great use when dealing with a mem
ber of the Salvation Army or Dean Matthews.

But we can scarcely credit that Lord Horder meant 
what the Church Times makes him mean when it reports 
him as saying there is no opposition between medicine 
and religion; for medicine, like astronomy, or biology, or 
ethics, becomes scientific only in proportion as it throws 
off religious ideas. Assuming that Lord Horder actually 
said something which admitted the interpretation of the 
Church Times, we have another illustration of the evil of 
public men not being more careful in the quality of the 
terms they use. For that journal goes on to say that 
there is “  the most intimate connexion between the two,” 
that “  St. Bartholomew’s Hospital is an expression of the 
mind of Christ,”  and that “  the campaign against cancer 
is entirely in accord with our Lord’s command to heal the 
sick.”  That is indeed piling the Pelion of absurdity on 
the Ossa of falsehood. If I.ord Horder’s language gave the 
slightest ground for such statements lie ought to issue a 
public apology, and promise not to do it again.

Consider whether the intimate connexion between 
medicine and religion was ever any other than the con
nexion between astronomy and religion at a time when 
the planets were believed to be kept in their orbits by the 
activities of angels ? And could a place such as St. Bar
tholomew’s Hospital be in accord with the mind of Christ, 
except 011 the assumption that priests took the place of 
doctors, and prayers were substitutes for physic ? And 
is the Cancer research campaign in accord with the com
mand to heal the sick, save on condition that it ceases 
looking for germs and hunts for spirits ? For the only 
cure that ‘ ‘ Our Lord ”  ever gave for healing the sick, 
the insane, the epileptic, was that of prayer and faith in 
God. We have come across many cases of dishonesty in 
connexion with religious pleading, but never one quite so 
palpably false as this one. As a matter of fact religion was 
the greatest enemy that medical science has had to fight, 
and of these enemies the greatest has been the Christian 
Church.

Speaking en October 21, Hitler boasted of the immense 
extent of territory that has been brought under German 
ownership, and declared that this was done only because 
Germany was strong enough to enforce its demands. In 
plain English this means that he will take whatever lie 
desires, by consent if given, by force otherwise. There is 
nothing new in this form of statecraft. It was in full 
swing in this country when highwaymen met travellers 
with a “  Stand and Deliver.”

A ll Communist organizations have been suppressed in 
Czechoslovakia, and also Communist papers. This is, 
of course, by order of Hitler, to whom Czech Ministers 
now refer for instructions. The funds of the societies have 
been confiscated. That follows naturally. In Nazi ethics 
robbery and suppression go hand in hand. How much 
one motivates the other is a matter on which opinion is 
divided. It is certain that no criticism of Germany will 
now be permitted among the people who were “  saved ” 
by the Munich pact— perhaps the only “  friendly ”  pact 
iii the history of the world, in which the differences were 
settled by one party getting more than was asked for, and 
the other party counting it as a triumph of diplomacy. 
We are quite sure that the Royal Society of Experienced 
Burglars would be quite willing to make a similar pact 
with the police of this country at any time the Prime 
Minister cares to invite representatives to Downing 
Street.

A correspondent of the Daily Telegraph (October 19), 
supplies the following figures with regard to some of the 
towns and villages taken over by Germany from Czecho
slovakia. No vote of the inhabitants was taken. Com

m ent is quite unnecessary :—
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Population
Czechs Germans

Moravsky Kruinlov ... ... 2,844 502
Znojtno ............. ... 11,691 ... 7,988
Postoma ............. ••• 3,503 ... 285
Breclav ............. 9-534 ... 2,028
Dobrany ............. ... 2,694 2,333
Zbucli ....................... ... 1,407 59i
Policka ............. 4-934 90
Hodslavice ............. ... 1,730 —
Koprivnice ............. ... 3,706 697
Stramberk ............. 3,200 47
Pribor ............. ... 4,696 186
I’etrkovice ............. ... 2,249 311
Svinov ....................... • •• 3,035 411
Eudgerovice ............. ... 2,740 454
Zabreh ....................... ••• 3,035 ... 1,650

Nazi papers have discovered that the Pope is really a 
Jew. There is a mistake here, we think. It is the founder 
of the Pope’s religion, if he ever existed, who was a Jew. 
Another discovery is that the German clergy who are 
opposing Hitler are all Communists. That seems quite 
a good reason, to Nazis, both in Germany and in the 
British Branch of the German Nazis, for putting these 
Communistic clergy in concentration camps. A good way 
of getting them there would be to recall the Members of 
the famous Munich Conference to decide what should be 
done with them.

Sixteen American preachers, we learn from the Boston 
Evening Sews are accused by the Presbyterian, an 
American Journal, of ‘ ‘ heading for humanism.”  This is 
a dreadful charge and we are afraid there is something 
in it. A sermon by Dr. Charles R. Brown, Dean Emeri
tus of Yale Divinity School, is described as “  sheer non
sensical unbelief.” Dr. Halford Luccock, of Yale, pre
sents ‘ ‘ a very weak estimate of Jesus and ends in a 
bitter agnosticism.”  Dr. Irving Maurer gives “ some 
good advice but no Christianity.”  Dr. Palmer, President 
of the Chicago Theological Seminary ‘ ‘ offers a silly ser
mon and talks about ‘ escape mechanism ’ instead of 
faith.”  Dr. Stafford of the Old South Church of Boston, 
preaches a sermon which has “  no religion in it but its 
text.”

This is bad enough, but there are others. The late Dr. 
Jay T. Stocking gives “  a nice ethical lecture with no 
religion.” Dr. Fosdick’s contribution is “  commonplace, 
full of needless repetitions and obvious generalities.”  Dr. 
Barbour, President of Brown University, is guilty of a ser
mon ‘ ‘ stupid and trite.”  And Dr. Tittle of Evanston, 
Illinois, gives “  perhaps the most harmful sermon in the 
book, thoroughly agnostic, with absolutely no faith in 
the Bible.”  Dr. Tweedy, of Yale University, gives “  a 
good practical talk, unencumbered with any religion, but 
offering a low view of God,”  and Dr. Robert R. Wicks, 
chaplain of Princeton University, “ denies point blank the 
substitutionary atonement, calls the Divinity of Christ a 
theory, seems to have no adequate conception of the Holy’ 
»Spirit, and makes no valid distinction between Christ anil 
other men.”

Here’s a pretty kettle of fish ! There seems to lie no 
crumb of sustenance in the whole lot for the Presbyterian 
God. The Presbyterian seems to be far from pleased, as 
well, that these men are “  heading for humanism.”  We 
think a little solace might have been drawn from this fact 
by all decent human lx'ings save those bemused and cor
rupted by a ridiculous old creed.

The July-August issue of The Journal oj Criminal Law 
and Criminology, an American publication, contains the 
following : —

Only a few of those who are familiar with prisons and 
reformatories as they are being conducted to-day will dis
pute the assertion that in general, religious work has lost 
much of its vitality during the years which have seen 
rapid progress in medical services, education, social work 
and other modern methods of rehabilitation.

Religion may be going through the process of being 
“ found out,”  but alongside go other processes “  heading J

for humanism.”  We commend the above piece of cautl°r 
as an illustration of the point.

The Bishop of Bath and Wells wants Christians t̂  
laugh, and to find humour in the Bible. Well we ’,l' 
always said there is much material for laughter, aw 1 
first editor of this paper, G. W. Foote, tried to nw <. 
Christians see it. He made thousands of people laug 1 
and a Christian Judge and a Christian Jury sent bun l’ 
prison for twelve months for trying to make the hear s o 
the believers merry. One third of our Bible IJandbo 
is filled with these humorous aspects of the Bible.

1 he Bishop agrees that we never read of Jesus ac û 
ally ”  even smiling, but we may picture him as doing s<̂  
•Juite so. Anyone may picture Jesus as doing anyth"1.-» 
from riding in a steeplechase to dancing the Can-Caw 
I heie is no law against one imagining Jesus doing 
variety of things so long as what you imagine does 11(1 
bring you within the scope of the blasphemy laws. A" ’ 
as a matter of fact, that is exactly how Christians deal 
vyith Jesus. Mr. Lansbury imagines him as an arden 
Socialist, while the Pope thunders against anyone w 1 
does not imagine him denouncing Socialism root an 
branch. All the different Jesus Christs the world hears 
about are born in this way, and have no better fouw a 
tion than a riotous and uncritical imagination. He is a" 
ideal family man, and an advocate of celibacy’ ; an 
compromising Pacifist and an advocate of “  righteous 
war. He is full of compassion for the wrong-doer an 
ready to send him straight to hell. There is hardly a 
theory the world has heard of that cannot be fitted on to 
Jesus Christ one way or another. And that is the crow’1' 
ing proof that we arc dealing with a myth and not a nta»■  
It is not in this way that we deal with historical char* 
acters.

A Roman Catholic barrister, Mr. H. Malone, is shocked 
and grieved at the ‘ ‘ scurrilous blasphemy ”  which g°er’ 
unpunished in this country. We beg to say that we arc 
not at all shocked at the scurrilous lyin g that very highly’ 
placed Roman Catholic preachers indulge in. We were 
neither shocked nor surprised, for example, at the orgy 01 
lying Cardinal Hinsley indulged in concerning the “  God
less Conference.” And we are not surprised that when 
this lying was completely exposed the Cardinal made no 
attempt at apology, and Roman Catholics, such as Mr- 
Malone, appear to have expected that an apology should 
have followed exposure. Probably these people felt that 
to lie for the glory of God was quite in order. Mr. Malone, 
who ought to know something of law, must be aware 
that if some of his statements had been of individuals, in* 
stead of an organization, he might have found himself in 
the law courts. As it is, we hope that Freethinkers vviH 
not easily let the memory of Cardinal K insley’s lying die-

Mi. Malone makes the suggestion that a Catholic 
Society should be formed for the prosecution for blas
phemers. lie  thinks that “ magistrates would convict.” 
Ilis law is as poor as his intellectual morality. A  magis’ 
tiate simply cannot convict for blasphemy. His power ex
tends only to sending the aleged blasphemer for trial. Jt 
is the jury that convicts, while the judge, if a verdict of 
guilty is found, passes sentence.

Fifty Years Ago

Proikssok Tuu.ocir, whose life is just published, wa- 
agreeably surprised to find that Mr. John Morley “ looked 
more like a dissenting minister than an Atheist.”  After 
pondering this passage for several hours we are still 
puzzled to know what it means. What sort of an animal 
did Professor Tulloeh expect to see in an Atheist? Is there 
something peculiar in an Atheist’s face, in the shape of 
his head, in the set of his ears, or in his w alk? Or what 
is it that marks him off as a separate variety’ of the
human species ?

The Freethinker, October 28, 1888.
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freethinkers and Czechoslovakia

, ® blowing letter, dated October 14, Has been re- 
|'c'ived by the National Secular Society, on behalf of 
bzech Freethinkers, who are among the many thou
sands of sufferers in Czech territory : —

Fifty of our branches, out of a total of 260, are now 
>n ceded territory. Many of our members were forced 
to flee from this territory, especially since, as ex
ponents of Freethought, they would have been placed 
"1 concentration camps and prisons. Of those re
maining, we have not as yet received definite informa- 
tlon, we only know that many were taken, in loaded 
bucks, into the interior of Germany.

Of those who escaped, the majority came without 
anything but the clothes on their backs, a lucky few 
managed to save parts of their household goods. We 
helped these friends of ours by sending ears, etc., for 
them, this, of course, made deep inroads on our 
finances. And although there are man}- who do not 
Squire our help, there are many more who turn to us 
daily for financial assistance. In Prague alone, we 
have 35 members, with their families. Also in other 
towns and cities there are many refugees, approxi
mately 200,000, many of whom are our members. 
Here, again, our information is not exact, since our 
railways, post offices, etc., have been torn apart and 
disorganized. It will take at least several weeks be
fore an exact survey can be made.

Of the most needy, we list those now in Prague. 
T h ey are living in the large hall of the Lidovv Dum 
People’s House in Kosire, Prague.

Because of the new conditions which require our 
immediate help, we will be unable to continue with 
the teaching of Secular Ethics in schools, and will be 
unable to continue with the publication of books, 
since financially we cannot do more, at the moment, 
fhan meet the pressing needs which the situation has 
occasioned.

Any financial assistance you may be able to give us 
will be most gratefully received and appreciated.

E. M. V oska.

*" the circumstances I feel warranted in acting in my 
 ̂residential capacity without calling the Executive to

other. I am quite sure that my action will be en
dorsed by every member of the Executive, and am 
sUre also that every help will be given by members 
°f the N.S.S. and readers of the Freethinker. Every 
Precaution will be taken to make certain that the 
'Honey, reaches its proper destination.

’There is no need to dilate upon the sufferings of the 
'̂/cch people at the moment, and among these the 

l% h t of Freethinkers will not be less painful than 
that of the refugees as a whole.

The distribution of tire money will lie in the hands 
°f the Volna Myslenka Committee for Social Welfare.

The need is urgent. Thousands of Freethinkers are 
refugees from their homes, robbed of their possessions, 
a'id even their lives threatened. We must do what 
'Ve can to help.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable 
to nre, Freethinker Office, 61 Farringdon Street, K.C.4, 
and will be handed over to the N.S.S. I think the 
s'figle address will be better for the time being. More 
b ill be said next week.

C hapman C ohen ,

President, National Secular Society.

Sugar Plum«
w —

To-day (October 30) Mr. Cohen will lecture in the Picton 
Hall, Liverpool. The chair will be taken at 7.0, doors 
open at 6.30. Admission will be free, with reserved seats 
at is. each. This will probably be Mr. Cohen’s only visit 
to Liverpool this season. He has promised, for this year 
at least, to do a little less lecturing than usual. It is not 
so much the tax of lecturing as the long railway journey 
added. This means three dajTs absorbed out of a week, 
and with a weekly paper on his hands, little time is left 
for the amount of rest he ought to take.

On Sunday next (November 6) Mr. Cohen will lecture 
in the Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Ilolborn. The 
meeting will be in the morning, 11 o’clock. The subject 
will be “  The New Science and the New God.” Admis
sion is free.

Many thanks to those who are sending us along the 
names and addresses of probable subscribers. It is a 
good way of introducing this journal to those who are not 
acquainted with it. So keep the good game going, and 
thanks again to all volunteers for service. To get our 
circulation nearer paying point, would relieve 11s of con
siderable anxiety.

The Roman Catholics are complaining that the B.B.C. 
did not broadcast an account of their procession of “  Re
paration to God.”  The B.B.C. reply as they did not 
broadcast the Conference of the World Union of Free
thinkers, the}- did not feel justified in advertising the 
Roman Catholic “ Counter-procession.”  The Catholics re
tort that it was not a procession, it was “ a public act of 
reparation”  for the insult to God. Now what evidence is 
there that the recording angel did not put it down in his 
ledger “ To credit, one counter-demonstration?” These 
be great questions at the side of which the question of the 
peace of the world is trifling.

Mr. R. II. Rosetti was one of a number of speakers at 
the Towers Cinema, Hornchurch on Sunday last. The 
meeting was held in support of a movement to secure the 
Sunday opening of Cinemas in that area, and nearly a 
thousand people were present. We are glad Mr. Rosetti 
was present to put the Freethought point of view, and he 
did well in resting his case on a question of social sanitv 
and freedom.

We wish, on behalf of the N.S.S. Executive, to call the 
attention of all Branches desiring to issue circulars or 
public notices in the name of the N.S.S., or of one of its 
Branches, that they must first submit the circular to the 
Executive for approval. We hope that members will 
appreciate the need for a rule of this description.

Nuneaton has a new Methodist Superintendent Mini
ster. In replying to the speeches of welcome at a recep
tion he said :—

One thing which is being insisted upon more than any
thing else nowadays is the importance of A.R.I’. I won
der whether it will sound a very strange thing if J sug
gest to-night that the most effective form of A.R.P. is to 
come to church and say your flayers.

It does not sound at all strange. It is Christianity’s 
characteristic contribution to social and world chaos.

Fear not the tyrants shall rule for ever,
Or the priests of the bloody faith;
They stand on the brink of that mighty river, 
Whose waves they have tainted with death :
It is fed from the depths of a thousand dells, 
Around them it foams, and rages, and sw ells;
And their swords and their sceptres I floating see, 
Like wrecks in the surge of eternity.

Shelley.
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THE FREETHINKER
F'ounded by  G. W. FOOTE

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4 
Telephone No. : Ckntrai, 24x2.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. R. L ickfoi.o.—Thanks for calling our attention to Sir 
Richard Tute’s article on “  After Materialism,”  in the Hib- 
bert Journal. We had already read it, and found it the 
most striking mass of ignorance and prejudice we have 
seen for some time. We are rather surprised at its ad
mission, but it would require a volume to expose all its 
errors, and it is really not worth the space that a reply 
would occupy.

Freethinker Endowment Trust.— F.M.V., /J5; H. Bennett, 
rs.

G. PRESCOTT,—We have a deal of sympathy with the opinions 
expressed in your letter.

J. Humphrey.—If we only had at our command a tenth of 
the funds that Christian liars credit us with, we could stir 
up things very much more than we do at present. Our 
only regret about the tales is that they“ are not true.

Ii. Watson.—Thanks for securing new reader. Keep it up. 
There may be another one round the corner.

“ Owd Jack.”—We are not surprised at the boycott. With 
many papers it is more of a compliment to be boycotted 
than to be welcomed. The more need for doing what one 
can and where one can to create a healthier intellectual at
mosphere. We may deal with Hall Caine’s Life of Jesus 
later. His book appears, from what we have seen of it 
to be a trifle more ridiculous than a purely orthodox work. 
To be completely ridiculous is one thing, and one may ad
mire its consistency. But to see what is ridiculous and at
tempt to he logically convincing is to fill one with a feeling 
approaching contempt.

J. G. Burdon.—We are pleased to hear that Mr. Clayton’s 
debate with Councillor Maxfield on “ No Man can be an 
Atheist,”  a curious subject considering the number of 
Atheists in the world, was* so successful. We are not sur
prised to learn that Mr. Clayton put up so good a light. 
From what we know of Mr. Clayton, we feel certain he put 
in some useful propagandist work. We regret that want of 
space prevents our printing the report you are good enough 
to, send.

II. Montmorency.—We received your letter, and smiled, 
with approval, at its contents. But you could hardly expect 
a reply. I11 such matters silence is safer than speech. Still, 
letters such as yours do help Christians to realize there 
are others. And that is good propaganda.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

When the services oj the National Secular Society in con
nexion with Secular Burial Services arc required, all com
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H. 
Rosctti, giving as long notice as possible.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4, 
and not to the Editor.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  The Pioneer Press,”  and crossed ”  Midland Bank, Ltd,, 
Clcrkenwcll Branch.”

The "  Freethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
reported to this office.

The "  Freethinker ”  mill be forwarded direct from the Pub
lishing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :— 
One year, 75/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3I9.

The. offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular 
Society Limited, arc now at 6S Farringdon Street, London 
E.C.4. Telephone: Central 1367.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 
Inserted.

The Church Congress

other^)l!irLlx°T)I''nglantl lieId one its Congresses the 
verv l i t T  3t Bnstol> I«* it seems to have attracted

even heir the l l V c  ^  ,Nati°nal >'ress‘ 1 ties_thotirrb /  C ' ,nake any allusion to its activi
news ito,n . ’ v- ôurse, I missed quite a number of
ling, appears to ef och-inaking, nothing start-
behind tl, *. ,• ave resulted from the reverend brains
sons seem to'b^ !” ??’ and tkou£h a few attendant per- 
less, their v n i!'!' C tlou.ght the proceedings utterly use- 
erness. 6S " eie mdeed those crying in the wild'

to
A Freethinker like myself has, I think, the 

ask of w hat earthly use is such a Congress? ( ’ 1K ^

s non-
bear parsons and even Bishops any day talk by 
score, and talk sometimes sense, and sometimes
sense. But here, on such an occasion, the 1 e&l\ -nlr 
all the blather should have been at least some  ̂^  
positive. I have searched through the long rep 
given in the Church Times, to find out what g° 
has done for Christianity, and I can only skn!g a 
shoulders and smile. A  whale of a talk to produce 
tiny mouse— really that and little more.

This does not mean that the average clerical spea 
is quite unaware what he is up against in this c 
weary world of a million opinions. He knows it (1 
well, tut he likes to think— or let everybody else tu 
—that he has the remedy for all the evil in the " 0l 
There it is, and if you will not take it, then you lU'  ̂
not be surprised if crises come and stay. For \  
ample, it was the Archbishop of York who clau" e 
that “  the Bible fits all cases.”  No matter what 
trouble was, or what was wanted anywhere, at a 
time, from one generation to another, the Gospel 
found to supply the needs of men in all their varie c 
of circumstance.”  There is, in fact, no limit "  
ever to what the Bible (or the Gospel) could do.

It would be useless to point out to the Archbishop 
that the members of his own Church have expl° * 
Bible claims over and over again. Even the expl° 
parts would be found to suit men “ in all t 'e!_. 
varieties of circumstance.”  I wonder, as I read ' 
drivel, what the delegates at the Congress though 
really thought— of their Archbishop. I 'von 0 
whether they were thinking how the magic and heat 
felt words of Qbadiah, or Habakkuk, or even Nahuuu 
would have helped people if German bombs "  <-'L 
dropping all around them? Would the mighty Hit ^ 
himself tremble at Zephaniali, or Mussolini bide hi 
head in shame as he thought of Haggai ?

The words, words, words, which poured from 1 
Archbishop of York like a mighty cascade reflect# 
the kind of thing one heard right through the nice 
ings. All the cliches so familiar to sermon readeu1 
were there in abundance. “  The law and the test' 
mony,”  “  His purpose will not fail,”  “  The Hob 
Spirit possesses him,”  “  All w ho accept the Gospc 
are visibly united,”  “  What the world manifest!' 
needs,”  “  The truth made known to us ” — alas, ho" 
familiar are these phrases. They have done duty fe1 
ages, and, of course, will do duty as long as Christ' 
ianity lasts, for these and similar pious exhortations 
can be strung together by the yard, all sound and fury 
signifying nothing.

Perhaps something of the sort was sensed by the aS' 
setnbly for a few parsons determined to show the" 
boldness by asking inconvenient questions, and doitfe 
their best to supply answers which would pacify soiUc 
people both in and out of the Church. There was 'Dr* 
Oldham, for instance, “  whose matter was far Ixfid# 
than his manner,”  says the Report. He admitted th"1 
“  Science seems to have made God irrelevant to lmm"1’ 
life.”  This was not naturally the Christian view, fer
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âd to come in somewhere, and Dr. Oldham could 
not understand how it was, that though the Gospel 
uas something that happened in history,” and of 
'fUc'h Profound significance, it “  should have so little 
orce and punch and hite.”  He came to the conclu- 

Mon Fiat “  011c of the chief hindrances to the accept- 
ance of the Gospel is the glibness of its presentation.”  
fT  otl|er words I suppose had the presentation of the 
('°spcl been not so glib millions more believers would 
!iave entered the fold. Its truth or falsity would not 
have been the question. Miracles would have been 
accepted as a matter of course. And we had to have 
'■ ns kind of nonsense delivered at a Church Congress !

The Very Rev. A. H. Jones felt it was rather incon- 
gru°ns that a Congress of Churchpeople should dis- 
cuss Hie ‘ ‘ content ” of the Gospel, but he put this 
1 °"’n partly to “  the richness of the Gospel heritage” !
1 have no doubt that dozens of his hearers must have 
thanked God for such a profound thinker as Mr. Jones. 
|Ie was followed by Dame Christabel Pankhurst, who 
has so far left the* Secularism of her father that she 
fallows, not only the whole of the Gospel content, 
h'11 >ots more besides, and is awaiting patiently the 
”ec°nd Coming of Christ. For her, giving women the 
' °te lias not resulted in that happy Paradise predicted 
'} the Suffragettes in general, and by herself in par- 

t'cular. Only the return of Christ will do that. I 11- 
ortunately, in this assembly of males she was only 

allowed to speak for five minutes.
File second half of the session was devoted to “  the 

"loving of the Holy Spirit a subject over which 
Parsons can discourse for hours on end and then some. 
Christian worship was a necessary adjunct to under
stand the subject, and the Church is there “  to liber- 
ate and mediate the forces of the Spirit of God.” What 
‘lH this, properly elaborated, actually means the Lord 
Knows; I do not. Nor can I make head or tail of the 
Sequence of Brother Algy of the Order of St. Francis, 
who claimed that “  Jesus will never be seen by the 
t-l'urch or manifested through the Church until the 
C'Urch is marked by the stigmata of the Passion.”

The Rev. O. S. Tomkins then regaled the assembly 
" ith a “  high-brow ” paper for which he apologized. 
He claimed for it “  an honest attempt to read the signs

the times ”  coming to the conclusion— the only 
Possible one, of course, otherwise he could not have 
*'een a priest— that “  one full perfect and sufficient 
Sacrifice still avails.”  It does not seem to me to be 
'ery courageous to come to such a conclusion.

Mr. H. H. Elvin, the President of the Trades Union 
Congress, dealt with all sorts of aspects in the political 
‘"lei social situation, coining to the conclusion that 
‘ Hie Church should become a redeeming and a revo- 

hitionary force ” ; and Lady Cynthia Colville wanted 
,f) know why “ Christians make such a poor show?” 
And so it went on, becoming more dreary and 
‘hsiual. Most of the speeches either went on old 
a,td familiar lines or, unable to face any real issue, 
canie to the only possible conclusion at such a Con
fess, that if only the world would accept Christ alto
geth er, without any question, all would be more than 
"ell. Even Heaven itself could not give us a better 
tune. But Christ had to be all in all.

The Church Times came to the conclusion that the 
F(nigross was a success, but then proceeded-to find 
fault with some of the proceedings. There were too 
uiany “  set speakers.”  The ”  vagueness ”  of many 
Flings said “  left the Congress at its conclusion with
out any one clear message or line of constructive ad
vance.”  This should have damned any Congress alto
gether, but there were many other even more damn
ing criticisms. Many existing defects in the Church 
are due ”  to the inability of the Church’s official 
leaders to take responsibility• ”  And could anything 
Wore severe be said than “  an overwhclmng promin

ence was given to the ranks of regular speakers enun
ciating notions which have been already heard on many 
previous occasions ”  ?

It is good to think that the troubles facing the 
Church are by no means over yet.

H. Cutnuk.

“ Exodus . . . Pagan Tyranny . . ”

T he above words form part of the title of an article in 
Headway, a monthly review of the League of Nations. 
The main subject is the Evian (Refugee) Conference. 
“  Here,”  we read, “  is Pagan tyranny riding trium
phant over a great part of the world.”

Presuming that the writer used the word “  Pagan ”  
in the usual sense of unbeliever— in a “  Christian 
country ”  an unbeliever in Christianity— and credit
ing him with writing without tongue in cheek— we 
must regard the title and much of the matter of the 
article as an extreme example of the myopia engen
dered by strong religious obsession.

Cursorily read, by one who has little or no know
ledge of the facts of the case, the first dozen or so lines 
would mislead him to the conclusion that non- 
Christians are persecuting Christians. The main 
feature of the imbroglio is, however, the persecution 
of non-Christians (Jews) by Christians. Further on 
in the article this appears clearly enough. Jews, as 
the chief people affected, must, of course, come first, as 
in the statement that the 600,000 “  marked down for 
plunder,”  are “  Jews and many non-Aryan 
Christians.”

We are informed that Hitler is a Roman Catholic, 
and that he intends to form an independent German 
Catholic Church. Mussolini, who is following the 
bestial course of Hitler, is also said to be a Roman 
Catholic. The excuse that the policy is a racial one 
is futile. Anthropologists assure us that the word 
Jew can only be properly used in a religious sense, and 
the word Aryan in reference to language. And there 
is evidently nothing essential to distinguish the cur
rent from other of the many savage pogroms that have 
occurred.

Another article in the same issue of the same peri
odical, “  What the Struggle Between the Church and 
State in Germany Means to Mankind,”  contains still 
more blatant religious propaganda. In Germany, it 
is stated, “  Man is the centre. God has become a 
nebulous figure who always agrees with him also 
that “  This conception is incompatible with the revela
tion of God through Jesus Christ and so forth.

Below this there is a reference to the twenty-five 
points of the Nazi plan, which “  includes a declaration 
that their programme is based upon a ‘ Positive Christ
ianity.’ ”  This, however, is dismissed by the curious 
statement that “  The Church was to recognize that the 
revelation of God through Adolph Hitler was on the 
same level as His revelation through Jesus Christ.”
‘ So the Church split.”  What Church? This can 
be guessed at from the occurrence in the article of the 
words “  heretic,” and “  Confessional Church ” (twice 
in each case).

But the most absurd idea in the article is perhaps the 
following, which is said to be one of the results of the 
persecution : “  . . . a  new realization 011 the part of 
the ‘ intelligentsia ’ that their intellectual gods are 
powerless to help them, and that they must turn to 
Jesus Christ ”  (!)

Needless to say there is no possibility of getting in 
Headway a reply to such vagaries (I tried some time 
ago, but the mild letter I sent was not printed), though 
probably all Freethinkers strongly condemn such 
tyranny, whether by or of Christians, while presum-
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ably the largest Christian body, if no other, does not. 
Roman Catholic leaders avow their intention to perse
cute when and wherever they are in a majority. 
Father Ronald Knox, an English priest, kindly tells 
Us that the execution of “  heretics ”  and “  heresi- 
archs ”  is now “  out of date,”  but clearly indicates 
that the papal church will not hesitate to impose on us 
repressive measures when that becomes possible; and 
Roman priests, such as Cardinal Lepicier and Father 
de Luca plainly advocate the “  power of the sword.”

The attempt to use the League of Nations, its 
Union, or any publication concerned primarily with 
them, as a vehicle of religious propaganda is probably 
doing a great deal of harm to the cause and organ
ization of peace; and this course is rendered far worse 
when it includes the booming of Christianity, to the 
irritation of Jews, Unitarians, Freethinkers and the 
Mohammedans, Hindus, Buddhists, etc., who are in 
this country.

Within my own experience there has been an at
tempt, happily unsuccessful, to have the meetings of 
delegates of the London Regional Federation opened 
with prayer; and I have had to protest against the prac
tice of opening with prayer the Committee meetings of 
a local branch of the Union.

J. R eeves.

Is there Life on Mars P

lx  positing such a question as this the aim should be 
to distinguish between idle speculation and reasoned 
thought based on what is known. Pursued in the 
latter spirit the inquiry will bring us to consider the 
important question : What are the conditions under 
which life is possible? That is, what requirements 
must nature fulfil in order that pieces, or biographies, 
of matter will develop organic structure wherewith to 
display reversible responses to the environment of such 
complexity as to warrant a special terminology (e.g., 
reactivity, receptivity, reproduction) ? What we 
know of the Planet Mars provides a handy testing 
ground. Speculation received an impetus from the 
alleged discovery of canals on Mars (Schiaparelli; 
Milan, 1877), but very few' astronomers would to-day 
allow their validity. They are not even sure that the 
marks indicate natural channels (another translation of 
canali), let alone artificial constructions of such width 
as to be unobservable even with the best telescope at 
50 million miles.

Let us ask (a) What are the elementary require
ments of life as we know it? and (b) How docs Mars

fit ¡ i ! r idV a ",ai inin"-uP or cooling down apparatus to
nt the air for the lungs).
i,„nf "  ' ,L v e1-' colT>monplace to note that the planet s
Merrill-1 iT c ett;i mined by its closeness to the sun. 
its f C Tclosest> is so hot that zinc would melt on 

acc. Jupiter, Saturn, Pluto (the newly found-  -J4-WOn either 
and Mars 
for cloud,

one), Neptune and Uranus are too cold, 
side of Earth are Venus (nearer the. sun) and Ma« 
(faitlier away). The first cannot be seen 
and so it is literally shrouded in mystery. This lea' es 
Mars as our sole possible companion, at least in ol,r 
particular corner of the universe.

Temperature on Mars rises to 5o°P. in daytime, but 
at night falls to about ioo°F. below zero.

Is it too much to assume that some tiny Mart1811 
creatures might once have grown the habit of ‘ I’1'1 
lowing ’ at night-time in order to keep warm? M'S1 
they have propagated this characteristic? At t 11 
level of intelligence the intense cold could be arti
ficially combated. What of the novelist who writes ot 
future underground cities on Earth ? The earth’s or- 
1' i t ' s annually taking it three-eights of an inch farther 
iiom its star, which is itself becoming colder. Mb 
Mmi, a Superman, in his nth generation lie down to 
extinction and take it quietly? Or will be exploit 
the regions of what, millions of years ago, the Christian 
Era, in its mental enslavement, called Hell? Will he 
make ultra-violet lamps do for sunshine, will he man" 
facture a Spring, Summer and Autumn for the growth 
o! plants? Or will he eat chemical tablets and keep 
plants for beauty, animals for pleasure and experl" 
meat? With coal and oil reserves used up, will he 
find some way of transmuting matter for power?

For temperature, Mars might be ticked off as “ O.K ” 
Has it an atmosphere for its oxygen supply ? It has. 
Sui lace markings on Mars are dimmer when viewe( 
obliquely. This is because there is more atmosphere 
to look through, just as there is more peel to cut 
through if we pass our knife through the orange to 
cut off a thin slice instead of full on.

But any gas tends to spread itself. How does Mari' 
stop its atmosphere from being dissipated into intei* 
stellar space? The answer is, by gravity. But while 
the Earth is efficient enough to keep round it an atrno- 
Sphere rich enough for life’s needs, can Mars do the 
same ?

Low New ton discovered that any spherical body be
haves, for gravitation, as though its mass were entirely 
concentrated at the centre. The size and mass <>f 
Mars being known, it is, then, quite simple to esti
mate its gravitational effect. Pitted against Earth, the 
score is Earth 5, Mars 2. Therefore Mars has not the 
same hold on its atmosphere as has the earth; it will he

fulfil these ?
Life requires water, which immediately sets a limit 

to the temperatures at which it can exist (i.e., between 
boiling and freezing points). It also needs oxygen, 
although certain bacteria get on all right with nitrogen 
and no oxygen. This, however, is inconceivable in 
more complex forms, and we come to another require
ment, plant food. Food provides energy by being 
burned, and so oxygen is necessary; burning is the 
combination of oxygen with other chemical elements. 
We inhale air and exhale carbon dioxide, the product 
of burning carbon to saturation.

Water seems indispensable. It is the best solvent, 
and its high chemical stability precludes it from inter
fering seriously with the chemicals it has to carry. It 
is, further, an agent in assisting chemical changes in 
the body. These changes depend on a fair stability of 
temperature, again provided for by water. Our .own 
bodies are, of course, 70 per cent water.

It is clear, then, that the temperature must not be 
such as to turn water into ice or into steam (unless 
some mechanism were evolved and naturally selected

less dense, more rarified.
Are there the necessary conditions and constituent'’ 

in Martian atmosphere? Seeing that its history ai'1 
origin are much the same as Earth’s there is reason to 
suppose so. White specks round Mars are taken f°‘ 
clouds, and an analysis of the sunlight reflected fro"1 
Mars indicates the presence of oxygen and watt" 
vapour.

Are there plants to provide animal food? Da'k 
patches, perhaps once seas, undergo interesting 
changes of colour. As the polar caps disappear in the 
Martian summer they become green; later they a'‘e 
brown, and later fade. The theory that these may 
dicate seasons is supported by the discovery of the g8" 
ammonia, a universal product of decaying vegetation 
in the Martian atmosphere (by light analysis).

Should anyone ever fly to a planet he might have to 
acclimatize himself to many strange phenomena, fl" 
example, the probability of an indigo sky on Mars> 
perhaps deepening to black, as on the Earth Moon 
the peculiar behaviour of Mars’ two moons, and, per
haps chiefly, a change of weight. According to the
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5-2 ratio the energy w hich w ould cai 1 > die ^  '  0ff
forward on Earth might lift the Mjrtian explorer
his feet, owing to the decreased pull of the planet. 1 

1 - *vmiiig to the decreased pull oi me piauci. n  
also be a test of respiratory powers to inhale 

sufficient of the looser atmosphere. T h e explorer 
"«mid be well advised to take some atmosphere of lus
own!

G . H. T a y l o r .

On Education
"'•early educational • reformers believed that universal 
"Ury and, if possible, secondary education would free

l.u from ds chains and make it “  safe for democ-
„ 1 ,  F  it lias not done so— if, on the contrary, it has 

Prepared the world for dictatorship and universal 
a ‘ ri the reason is extremely simple. You cannot reach 
(] j r' ’U ?n  historical objective by walking in the opposite 

ection. If y OUr jron] is liberty and democracy, then 
pj " m” st teach people the arts of being free and governing 
i ^ '- 'v e s .  K you teach them instead the arts of bnlly- 
]ll̂  nil(l jxissive obedience, then you will not achieve the 

and democracy at which you are aiming. . . . The 
./'types of education— education for freedom and respon- 

'ty. education for bullying and subordination— eo- 
■ st ui the democracies of the West, where nursery 
 ̂ '"ols belong to the first, and most other schools to the 

, 011(1 type, in Fascist countries not even nursery schools 
jj'1'  belong to the first type. Significantly enough the 

’mtessori Society of Germany was dissolved by the 
,1 lcaf police in 1935; and ill July, 1936, Mussolini 
in- e d  the cessation of all official Moutessori activities 
\V l . a‘y- Fi the early days of Lenin, Russian education 

•« based, at every stage, upon principles essentially 
in!" - 1 f°  those enunciated 1>y Dr. Montesson. I11 the 
sJ.'Uifestos and decrees published shortly after Lenin’s 
p,'./'Ure _°f power one may read such phrases as these.

nation of a system of marks for estimating the know- 
|U 9e and conduct of the pupil is abolished. . . . Distri- 

'l10« °f medals and insignia is abolished. The old form 
1 Is°iplitie which corrupts the entire life of the school 

n')! - " ’’trammelled personality of the child, cannot he 
]ijl,,1tai"ed in the schools of labour. The progress of 

,/”lr itself develops this internal discipline without 
U ( a collective and rational work is unimaginable. . . .

examinations are abolished. . . . The wearing of 
' 10°1 uniform is abolished.

v 1,1 September 4, 1935, a Decree on Academic Reform 
, !s ’ ssued by the Stalin Government. This decree con- 
 ̂ 1,,e<\i among others, the following orders; instruct a 

.^ ’’mission . . .  to elaborate a draft of a ruling for every 
jl(? °f school. The ruling must have a categoric and ah-

0 Utely obligatory character for pupils as well as
achers . . underlying the ruling on the conduct of
’I” ls is to he placed a strict and conscientious applica-

1 11,1 of discipline. . . .  In the personal record there will 
'« entered for the entire duration of his studies the marks

the pupil for every quarter, his prizes and his punisli- 
. . .  A s]>ecial apparatus of Communist Youth 

, kanizers is to he installed for the pupil inside and out- 
°I school. They are to watch over the morality and 

j . s t a t e  of mind of the pupils. . . . Establish a single 
,°ri”  of dress for the pupils of the primary, semi-secondary 
'"’«l secondary schools. . . . Any change for the worse in 
' "cational methods means a change for the worse in the 

Mentality of millions of human beings during their whole 
1 «time. Early conditioning . . . does not irrevocably 
n,,l completely determine adult behaviour; but it does 
j.'” «IUestionably make it difficult for individuals to think, 
/H and act otherwise than as they have been taught to do 
1,1 childhood. Where social conditions are in harmony 
"«tli the prevailing system of education, the task of 
••'«tting outside the circle of early conditioning may he 
'«'"lost insuperably difficult. . . • I.ike every other in- 
j/rUinent that man has invented, sport can he used either 
°r good or evil purposes. Used well, it can teach en- 

««urance and courage, a sense of fair-play and a respect 
0r rules, co-ordinated effort and the subordination of per- 

s°"al interests to those of the group. Used badly, it can 
^"courage personal vanity, greedy desire for victory and

hatred for rivals, and intolerant esprit de corps and con
tempt for people who are beyond a certain arbitrarily 
selected pale. . . . .Sport can be either a preparation for 
war, or, in some measure, a substitute for war; a trainer 
of potential war-mongers or of potential peace lovers. . . . 
It is for 11s to choose which part the organized amuse
ments of children shall play. In the dictatorial 
countries the choice lias been made, consciously and with
out compromise. .Sport there is definitely a preparation 
for war— doubly a preparation. It is used, first of all, to 
prepare children for the military slavery which they will 
have to serve when they come of age— to train them in 
habits of endurance, courage, and co-ordinated effort, and 
to cultivate that esprit de corps, that group-vanity and 
group pride which are the very foundations of a good 
soldier. In the second place, it becomes an instrument of 
nationalistic propaganda. Football matches with teams 
belonging to foreign countries are treated as matters of 
national prestige, victory is hailed as triumph over an 
enemy, a sign of racial or national superiority; .a defeat 
is put down to foul play and almost as casus belli. Op
timistic theorists count sport as a bond between nations. 
In the present state of nationalistic feeling it is only 
another cause of international misunderstanding. The 
battles waged 011 the football field and the race-track are 
merely preliminaries to, and even contributory causes, of 
more serious contests. In a world that has no common 
religion or philosophy of life, but where every national 
group practises its own private idolatry, international 
football matches and athletic contests can do nothing but 
harm. . . .  In the half-democracy of modern England, 
sport is not used solely as a preparation for war, and the 
fostering of group-vanity and group pride; it is also used 
for teaching boys to behave with genuine decency— in 
other words as a training in non-attachment. In the 
world as it is at present we cannot afford to be of two 
minds. Either we must make use of sport (and in gen
eral, the whole educational system) as device for training 
uj) non-attaclied, lion-militaristic men and women, or else, 
under the urgent threat of war, we must make up our 
minds to Prussianize the Nazis and, on the playing fields 
of Eton and other schools, prepare for the winning of 
future Waterloos. The first alternative involves great 
risks. The second alternative can lead only to the wor
sening of international relations and ultimately to gen
eral catastrophe. Unhappily it is towards the second 
alternative that the rulers of England now seem to he in
clining.

Ends mid Means, by A ldous H uxley, pp. 184-190.

Stand U p !

S tand  up, but not for Jesus!
It’s a little late for that.
Stand up for justice and a jolly life.
I ’ll hold your hat.

Stand tip, stand up for justice, 
ye swindled little blokes!
Stand up and do some punching, 
g ive ’ era a few hard pokes.

Stand up for jolly justice 
you haven’t got much to lose : 
a job you don’t like and a scanty chance 
for a dreary little booze.

Stand up for Something different, 
and have a little fun
fighting for something worth fighting for 
before you’ve done.

Stand 11]) for a new arrangement 
for a chance of life all round, 
for freedom, and the fun of living 
bust in, and hold the ground!

Pansies, by I). H. L awrence.
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Correspondence

THREE FOOTNOTES 
To hie E ditor of the “  Freethinker ”

Sir ,— An amateur annotator has three comments to 
make upon recent contributions to the always interesting 
Freethinker.

In the issue for October 2, ‘ ‘ Mimnermus,” p. 627, col. 
2, in “  Our Ladies of Liberty,”  informs his readers that 
“  The earliest woman speaker for Secularism was Mrs. 
Harriet Law .” Not merely do I suggest, but I affirm, that 
this is not sound history. Eliza Sharpies Carlile (the 
famous “ Lady of the Rotunda” ), Frances W right (Madame 
D ’Arusmont), and Emma Martin, were distinguished plat- 
formists long before Mrs. Law ’s day. I know that the 
term '• Secularism ”  was invented by G. J. Holyoake, 
but »Secularism is only practical Freetliought, and the 
three women-pioneers I have named did precisely the 
same kind of work as was to be performed later by Har
riet Law and the pre Theosophical Annie Besant, and I 
may add, the all-but-forgotten Louisa Sampson.

An interesting piece of misinformation is in your issue 
for October 9, p. 653,»col. 2. “ Pro Reason ”  writes : “ In 
the ’sixties . . . there was no alert Freethought journal 
like the Freethinker with its vigilant editor thoroughly to 
probe and expose mendacity.”  It was in the ’sixties, 
actually, that Holyoake’s Reasoner (1846-1861 First 
.Series), came to an end, and Bradlaugh’s National Re
former (1860-1893) began. Neither Holyoake nor Brad- 
laugh was, I opine, lacking in vigilance: Freethought 
journalism goes back almost without a break for very 
nearly a hundred and twenty years, and never has it been 
lacking in either vigilance or audacity.

W ith delighted interest 1 have read Mr. C. Clayton 
Dove’s erudite article on that forgotten Freethought 
classic, the De Tribus Impostoribus. Apparently he has 
not yet come across the English translation, The Three 
Impostors, a small volume, 6-yf x4  in., containing ninety- 
six pages, issued by the little-known heretical publisher, 
J. Myles, of Dundee, in 1844. This is “  Translated (with 
notes and illustrations) from the French Edition of the 
work, published at Amsterdam, 1776.”  I owe my copy to 
the kindliness of Mr. A . G. Barker. The English version 
is extremely rare, and my own copy is the only one that 
I have ever seen.

Through the courtesy of Mr. H. G. Hoare and Mr. 
Arthur E. Dobell, some years ago I obtained a copy of the 
Amsterdam edition of 1776. From this I made an Eng
lish version, which has not yet been published.

V ictor B. N euburg.

Obituary

Death of an A ustralian Freethinker— W. S. F orbes

A DEATH that I deeply regret to have to chronicle is that 
of W. S. Forbes, which took place in Sydney (N.S.W., 
Australia), on September 22, at the age of 83.

Born in India, he came to Australia over 40 years ago, 
and one of the positions he filled for some time, before in
different health compelled his retirement, was that of an 
insurance inspector— a capacity in which he was en
trusted with a lot of legal work, and so acquitted himself 
as to earn the admiration, not only of the commercial com
munity, but of solicitors, barristers, and judges.

Besides being a wide reader, with a meticulous regard 
for facts and figures, he had a dissecting, razor-like brain, 
the result of which was that, in a few sentences, he was 
able to summarily and ruthlessly expose the statements 
of hypocrites and humbugs— social, business, jxditical 
and religions.

Especially in the religious sphere.
1 once asked him how he had first come to reject Christ

ianity. It was the result of a remark, he told me, made 
by an educated Indian in that country. “  Do you,” 
quietly asked the Indian, ‘ ‘ believe in the Bible?” Mr. 
Forbes replied that he supposed he did. ‘ ‘ W hy?”  he in
quired. “  Oh,” said the Indian, “  I think that all re
ligions— yours as well as others— are just the same super
stitious rubbish.”  Somehow, this appeared to define

what Mr. Forbes had been more or less vaguely feeling- 
A t any rate, he became a more and more pronounced Free 
thinker from that moment.

Mr. Forbes was in indifferent health for some years be
fore his death ; but mentally he appeared to become even 
more alert with his advancing age.

He must have been one of Australia’s oldest subscribers
mnrerintmri of this fact be ]t‘noteto the Freethinker. In appreciation of this 

ceived from you, a few months before his death,lew mourns uciuic uu> ----
stating that you would like to continue sending him a 
copy free of charge— an offer which, while he was by j10 
means prepared to accept it, deeply touched him by the 
thoughtfulness and kindliness behind it. Indeed, he re
garded it as an award of merit conferred upon him as a 
Freethinker.

S°— now lie’s gone !
and'adm'ir^i’ llve a man— among the many who km’« 
verv soul f •UniT who wil1 not testify that he was the 
he wil o T Centy and hon° u r ; and by me, personally, 
t im u L b  bC: remernbered as one of my d^arest-niost

" V : : d enlightening-friends.
Sidney, N .S.W ., Australia. F rank HiU..

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.
LONDON

OUTDOOR

North London Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner) : sf ’
I riday, L. Ebury. White Stone Pond, 11.30, Sunday, 
Ebury. Parliament Hill Fields, 3.30, L. Ebury. South B‘ 
Park, 8.0, Monday, L. Eburv.

West London B ranch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3°, SuD,,w  
Sirs. N. Buxton, Miss Millard, Messrs. Bryant, Baines, Co 1 
and Tusón.

INDOOR

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Alexandra Hotel, Sooth 
Side, Clapham Common) : 7.30, Mrs. C. Tamplin (The Euge” 
ics Society)—“ Voluntary Sterilization of the Unfit.”

South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Red l '°  
Square, W.C.i) : 11.0, Profesor F. Aveling, D.Sc.—“ What >' 
Psychology ?”

W est London Branch N.S.S. (“ The Laurie Arms,”  Cr:1'v 
ford Place, Edgware Road, W.) : 7.30, Alick West—“ Supel" 
stitions of To-day.”

COUNTRY

outdoor

Blyth (Fountain) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. J. T. Brighton.
N orth  S hields : 7.0, Tuesday, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

indoor

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Beeclicroft Sett'eJ 
ment, Whetstone Lane) : 7.0, Demonstration by Log1
speakers. “ Life Through Freethought Eyes.”  A. E. J0,ieS"Tj 
“ Prayers—and Facts.” .” H. A. Walker—" Religious Rl,le 
in Ireland.”  F. G. Stevens—“ In Search of the Soul.”

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Jubilee Assembly Hall, Mart* 
Hall, Blackburn) : 7.30, Monday, Mr. Jack Clayton—“ 'G* 
Freethinker’s Vote.”

E ast L ancashire Rationalist Association (28 Bridfi* 
.Street, Burnley) : 2.30, Mr. J. Clayton— "Religion in a Chang' 
ing World.”

E dinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Free Gardeners’ Hall, Picaf^' 
Place, Edinburgh) : 7.0, Mrs. M. Wliitefield “ God is God, 
but Business is Business.”

G lasgow  S ecular S ociety (East Hall, McLellan Gallen6-' 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow) : 7.0, G. W. Tyrell, D-Sc' 
F.G.R., E.R.S.E.—“ A Geologist in the U.S.S.R.”

L eicester S ecular Society (Secular Hall, Humbersto«6 
Gate) : 6.30, Mr. George Bedborougli— " Godlessness.”

L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Picton Hall, Liverpool) : 7-”’ 
Chapman Cohen—“ The New Science and the Neiv God- 
Admission free. Reserved seats is.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (King’s Café, 64-66 Osfi’r‘! 
Road, Manchester, near All Saints Church) : 7.0, Mr. Jacl: 
Clayton (Burnley)—“ What Do We Mean ?”

Middlesbrough (Labour Hall, Newport Road) : 7.0, YVed' 
nesday, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

S tockton (Jubilee Hall) : 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. T. Bright0’1'

U n f u r n is h e d  f l a t  t o  l e t —4 pleasant rooms o'
first floor, redecorated, pretty view, overlooking hiG 

and g°b course; every convenience, 22s. 6d.—4 Auckls’1 
Road, S.E.iq (near Norwood Junction Station).
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"  Christianity is Fascism applied to the field of Re
ligion. Fascism is Christianity applied to the whole 

field of political and social life.“

n e w  p a m p h l e t

f a s c is m  &  CHRISTIANITY

Chapman Cohen

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

This is a timely and appropriate propa
gandist pamphlet, and should be circulated 
as widely and as wisely as possible. 
Packets of Fifty copies will be sent post 

free for 4s. 6d.

ONE PENNY. By post Threehalfpence

ESSAYS in FREETHINKING
F O U R T H  S E R IE S

C H A P M A N  C O H E N

Edmund Ilurke on Atheism. George Bernard Shaw 
a d̂ the N.S.S. The Ways of God. An Apology for 
^arsons. A  Christian Myth. What is Blasphemy? 
blatant Atheism. The Ghost of Religion. Whoso 
Would be a Reformer! The Function of Atheism. 
Should Opinion be Free? Life and Death. The Real 
Chesterton. The Holy Bible. Christ and Christmas.

2s. 6d. each volume. Postage 2£d. Four 
volumes post free 10s.

HENRY HETHERINGTON
( 1 7 9 2 - 1 8 4 9 )

Ambrose G. Barker

Hetherington was a pioneer in the fight against 
religious orthodoxy and of Trades Unionism, 
°f the cheap Newspaper Press, and of many other 
reforms. An avowed Atheist, he served three terms 
°f imprisonment, but, like Carlile, the Government 
could not bend and, in the end, did not break him.

Sixty-four pages, with p o rtra it: Sixpence, 
by post, Sevenpence

Th e  BIBLE H A N D B O O K
By G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL

Cloth 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.

D ETER M IN ISM  OR 
FREE-WILL?

An Exposition of the Subject in the Light of the 
Doctrines of Evolution.

By Chapman Cohen.

Half-Clolh. 2i. 6d. Pottage 2Jd,

SECOND EDITIO N .

The Pion it k Psess. 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

P R I M I T I V E  S U R V I V A L S  
IN M O D E R N  T H O U G H T

CHAPMAN COHEN

Cloth, gilt, 2«. 6d. Poitage 2d. BtlfT paper 
Is. 6d. Pottage 2d.

TH E  PIONEER PRESS, 
61 Farringdon St., London, 

E.C.4

A R M S  A N D  T H E  C L E R G Y
GEO R GE BEDBOROUGH

Cloth, gilt, by poet is. i f , '

The Pioneer Press,
|6i Farringdon Street, London, 

E.C.4

i 220 paged of W it and W isdom

I BIBLE ROMANCES
1 By G. W. Foote

The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W. 
Foote at his best. It is profound without being 
dull, witty without being shallow; and is as 
indispensible to the Freethinker aa it the 
Bible Handbook.

Price 2/6 Postage 3d.
Well printed and well bound.

!

J T he Pioneeh Pbess, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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MATERIALISM RESTATED
N E W  EDITION. GREATLY ENLARGED

CHAPMAN COHEN

C O N T E N T S

i
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I

A Question of Prejudice 
Materialism in History 
What is Materialism ? 
Science and Pseudo-Science

The March of Materialism 
On Cause and Effect 
Reply to a Critic 
Emergence

The Problem of Personality

No other subject has been misunderstood and misstated so fre
quently as Materialism. Its reception has marked the develop
ment of science, and it has been the age-long foe of supersti
tion in all its forms. Hence the necessity for a restatement of 
Materialism in the light of modern science and philosophy.

Strongly bound in Cloth. 3s. 6d. Postage 4d.

WILL CHRIST SAVE US?
THE MENACE OF CATHOLIC ACTION

V T  I J u L i  V s l U Y l i J A  J n  V  u  x j t J ’

G. W. FOOTE

A PUBLIC M EETING
This pamphlet is a characteristic piece of 
writing of the founder and late editor 
of the Freethinker.

Will be held in the CONWAY HALL, on
Thirty-two pages, Twopence. Post free 2id.

Tuesday, November 1st, at 8 o’clock to dis
cuss the menace of Roman Catholic Action Other Pamphlets by G. W. FOOTE

to freedom of thought and speech Bible and B e e r . 2d., postage ]Ad.

T he M oth er  of G o d . 2d., postage '/ d .

S P E A K E R S : Defence of F ree  S peech  (being his speech before 
Ford Coleridge in the Court of Queen’s Bench)-

Mrs. Seaton-Tiedeman, S. A. Ridley, 
W. J. Rowland, A. W. Martin, 

Allan Flanders and Others

6d., postage id.
T h e  Je w ish  L ife of C h r is t . (Translated from the 

Hebrew), with introductory preface. 6d., P o st" 
age Vid.

T he P h ilo so ph y  of S e cu la r ism . 2d., postage Ĵ d-

C H A I R M A N :

Capt. J. White, D.S.O.
THOMAS PAINE

JOHN M. ROBERTSON

Admission Free
A n  In v e stig a tio n  o f S ir  L e s lie  S te p h e n 's  cr itic ism  
o f P a in e ’s in fu en ce  on re lig io u s  a n d  p o lit ic a l r e 
fo rm . A n  in d isp e n sa b le  w o rk  fo r  a ll w h o  are  

in te re ste d  in P a in e  an d  h is in flu en ce

S I X P E N C E  P o s ta g e  id .

Printed and Published by Tut P ionkku P bkss (G. W, F oot* & Co., Ltd.), 6i Farringdon Street, London, E.C.*.
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