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"Zbre About Words

M o, " ee”s I strongly commended a book by
I& 6]\art ~ lase (The Tyranny of Words, Methuen,
illy r ~am Pfad to know that quite a number of
t& ?. eis “lave procured the work, and, intelligently
f“] X should stand for a course of intellectual train-
9 tvliere such a course is necessary, but,there are
who could read it without benefiting tliere-

e ihe Tyranny of Words covers much of the
j'ikl I have been traversing for very many years.
moi'g the earliest articles | wrote for this journal—
ef q f°rty y°ars ego—was a series on “ The Tyranny
-Pee«*.» and times out of number | have reverted
Vi «Ut topic, because | regard it as a form of discipline

rinl Ve nee(t- Nor is the lesson something that
c. .. learned once and then put aside. It is a dis-
ilt Hle one llee(ls constantly to put into practice,

I le sa'’ne way that the “ daily dozen ” (which 1
tl ' Lnto say | do not take) is necessary to keep one in
H- test physical condition. It is only clumsy
i lkers>or those who mistake words for things, or are
al>ablo of close thinking, who brush aside a con-
ersy as being a mere quarrel about words. About

ai “t else should our controversies be if they are not
tr, 'I'l Words?  Consider the politician with his appeal
j, I=driotism,” the party leader with his slogan, the
'D "l 13 “love of God,” and “ the truth
all make you free,” the ignoramus with his chatter
] race, the sentimental elhicist with his praise of
~eedness,” the would-be philosopher with his
N'dter about “ substance,” and who falls over a
i of it while declaring the impossibility of know-
9>h is there, or the teacher of what lie thinks is a
j. mtific theology, informing us that “ the solidity of
-liter ” no longer exists, and we find we are at once
~ °ived in a quarrel about words, because words form
17? °nly method of communication between human
'Ings. Word-mongering really belongs far more to
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the defenders of established positions than to critics of
such positions; for the larger part of their power
is drawn from the mere power of words over thought.
Let these people change the form of words used, even
though they may mean the same things, and their
power is almost gone. The parson rolls out the words,
“ There is no hope for the world save in Jesus,” and
the congregation chants “ Amen ” in unthinking en-
dorsement. Jesus is only another form of Joshua; but
let the parson explain this to his congregation, and
then say with all solemnity, “ There is no hope for
the world save in Joshua,” and the congregation would
be unaffected by it.  This is true, not merely of re-
ligion, but of most other things. Talk about King
George the Sixth, at the time of the Coronation, as an
incarnation of the British people, and it was swallowed
by large numbers without further thought. Say that
he is an embodiment of the wisdom, the art, the liter-
ary and scientific culture of Britain, and the statement
becomes grotesque. The language that was appro-
priate to an age of fetichism becomes glaringly absurd
in an age in which intelligent people utilize fetichistic
concepts for nursery entertainment. “ Capitalist ”
carries with it every connotation of evil to one man
that “ Communist ” does to another. Divest these
words of their established associations, and we may
get serious thinking.  While they are used merely
as war-cries, we get mainly noise.

* * *

The Power of Words

The trouble lies in the fact that while our thought
is, when it is sanely scientific, concerned with the pre-
sent and the future, and uses the past merely for the
information it may yield, either as a guide or as a
warning, we are compelled to use language that is
fashioned to express forms of thinking which belong
to an-ouglit-to-be-buried past. This is put very neatly
in a small, able, but little known work, by T,ady Wel-
bv, on Signifies and Language.

Wc are now freely banning as superstition the ani-
mistic and mythical beliefs of our forefathers regard-
ing the nature of things. Yet all the while we retain
these very associations in our inherited language, the
surface-sense only being altered, and the old associa-
tions being unconsciously, but coercively, called-up
in the “subconscious’ region whence come the most
powerful of our impulses and tendencies.

Mr. Chase’s book is, as | have already said, a very
valuable contribution to what others have called " sig-
nifies,” and which has also received the name of
“Semantics.” A further contribution in terminology
was made by Ogden and Richards in their outstand-
ing work, The Meaning of Meaning, and altogether
the study of this subject ought to bring about a
cautiousness of both writers and speakers in the use
of words, and a carefulness on the part of listeners
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against the danger of being carried away by a verbal
necromancy in virtue of which so many shams, re-
ligious, ethical and scientific, live. A further useful
word coined, | think, by Ogden and Richards was
“ referent.” By this is meant the fact that every
important word used— any word, as a matter of fact—
should refer to some aspect or fact in the world of
our experience. And the real world is that in which
we are living, not the dead world from which the
modern and genuinely scientific world has emerged.
To take a concrete example. The word religion is one
in common use, and has been for thousands of years.
But religion has always meant, until timid and time-
serving, or unscientific minds tried to make it mean
something else, a belief in what is called the super-
natural. So when we find a man using the term “Re-
ligion,” and we ask what is the referent, we find that
most who hear the word immediately associate it with
gods, and spirits, and an after-world, and all sorts of
outworn ideas.  Others give it a meaning that runs
from this crude animism through all kinds of socio-
logical and ethical meanings. It is no use replying that
by “religion” the speaker means something else, since
it is only when the terms used have a substantial iden-
tity of meaning for both speaker and listener that
language can serviceably carry out its proper function.
In the absence of this identity of “reference” the
language deceives instead of enlightens both speaker
and listener.

When Homer Nods

Mr. Chase provides many examples of the value of
his thesis, and it is by way of showing its value that I
offer a criticism of Mr. Chase, which will enforce the
sanity of his teaching, and illustrate his method, by
showing what happens when he himself slips. On
page 97, after paying tribute to the value of the writ-
ing of various authors on the science of “semantics,”
he says that even these men have blind spots (I do not
see how anyone can be free from them unless they in-
vent an entirely new language) and concludes: —

The book you are reading has many of them.
Presently, on these foundations, somebody will come
along and give the study another forward push—pro-
gressively narrowing the margin of the unknown.

And that leaves me wondering how one manages to
narrow the margin of the unknown ? Mr. Chase does
not make the mistake of Herbert Spencer, who related
the “ unknown " to the “ unknowable ” in such a
way that it served the purpose of our fetichists as a
substitute for “ God.” But | am afraid that the more
acute religious readers of his work will not be slow to
take this use of the “ unknown ” as a refuge for a God
who has been successfully banished from the known.

It is indisputable that the more we know the greater
the extent of our knowledge. To put it in this way is
really to say the same thing twice, but in this case it is
useful to do so. It is also true that in segregating a
given number of problems to lie solved in any branch
of science, the more we solve the fewer are left to be
solved, and in that way we are justified in saying that
we are narrowing the margin of the unknown. But in
dealing with knowledge, so that the term covers a pro-
gressively enlarging body of information and under-
standing, in what way can we be said to have narrowed
the margin of the unknown ? To use this phrase in-
telligibly we must take possible knowledge to con-
sist of a definite amount, which we gradually assimi-
late until we have assimilated all, and then we have
reached—what?

finite indefensible character. Knowledge must be
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centred in “ me.” But how does any knowledge that
“1” or any other “me” may gain, decrease a» II
known quantity or quality that lies beyond the rep»'l
of the known ? There is, of course, a sense in which | K
unknown exists, but it is thought of as similar to H*
known in kind, and in this | prefer the simile °
Spencct, that no matter how great the cirgle of, g}%
ledge may grow, it only means that the circtnitei~'
which touches the unknown becdfES PFEYIESSIVEN
larger. Go as far as we may it is SiFply beyendn’
power of thought to imagine that there is no
further to be thought about.

1should not be at all surprised if Mr. Chase
with all I have said, or that when lie analyses wind '
has said (it occurs at the close of a chapter when
writers are apt to be a little careless) that he agree-l
with my criticism. Whether he would agree with "I
further analysis I am not quite so sure. But it dob
seem to me that in using the unknown as a defml
guantity, which decreases as human knowledge gre""
he has fallen into the same error as the Church, al(_
also that of the philosophers at whom he so successful
tilts For they both held that there existed a certa»l
fixed body of knowledge, and that with the aid of il
Church and God, and, that idol of the muddle-headed

intuition,” a complete system of knowledge could t
acquired. Mr. Chase is really creating related cab"

gones where no such categories exist.

agre«

But, this in no wise detracts from the value of Nr:
C lase s work. It rather emphasizes it, for thg bes
teachers is the one whe net merely teaches l:lim_ig;'r
without the teacher, but who because of his teac IC
able to detect whatever errors the teacher has
Mr. Chase is not a pioneer in this work of 'var
against the tyranny of speech; but he is a very
cruit to the army of those who recognize that the ¢
past rules us by the language they have framed as
as by the institutions they have created. Lang
as | have so often said, is a living mobile thing-
it is not mobile and changeful it is dead, at least >
very likely to have lost some of its vitality, and 0 ~
referential value so soon as it has been entombed j
dictionary, which is so often the deity of the seml
capable. Language, like forms of life, should be c j
stantly changing. | have given many examp*eS .(
what | have here said in my Primitive Survivals
Modern Thought, for the present | conclude whb
following from The Meaning of Meaning :(—

5]

In some ways the twentieth century suffers 1l
grievously from the ravage of verbal superstu
Owing, however, to developments of methods
communication, and the creation of many synm
systems, the form of the disease has altered consil
ably; and apart from the survival of religious aP°®
-otic, now takes more insidious forms than of >
Influences making for its wide diffusion @&r€ o
baffling complexity of the symbolic apparatus i}
at our disposal; the possession by journalists an
of letters of an immense semi-technical vocabt *
and their lack of opportunity, or unwilling11065uc
enquire into its proper use; the success of ana) f
thinkers in fields bordering on mathematics, " ~
the divorce between symbol and reality is most 1 .
nounced and the tendency to liypostatization 1
alluring; the extension of a knowledge of the cr'l 1
forms of symbolic convention . . . combined "M
widening of the gulf between the public and »
scientific thought of the age; and finally the expjo®
tiou, for political and commercial purposes, °t .,
printing press by the dissemination and reitefll
of cliches.

Which somehow brings us back to Locke, that "'0

The “ referent ” here seems of a( are the counters of wise men and the money of fools-

CIHA'MAN
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The OIld Order Changes

ideas of G‘%ab?

the
|neV| pass

ﬂ’e comman anthropomorphlc
reliance on miracles must, and

away.”—Matthew Arnold. (
“ Naught may endure but tnutabiliG.

" Mark Twain’s delightful skit, entitled Adam'’s
u'lhy each entry of “ Sunday” has the comment
_| alled through ” That described, tersely, the great
‘umorist’s opinion of the Puritanical habhat , a
«dentally, of Christianity itself- How things are
altering! Once, Sunday observance was ahnost con -
Pulsory. Now, it is confined to the die-hards of Or-
thodoxy. IU the Ages of Faith, if J ¢
ttfiend church, he was regarded as anm < ’j very
I’ hifidel in those days meant that ie ns -
Wk, for people were burnt alive for a difference of re

Uffious opinion. y e« . _ -hiv
'IVday, Sunday observance is attended
(dadstone was wont to describe ag Once-

a I'lace of worship only gnge eA a bi
trs-” In his restricted view every respectable person
shgpldbe 3 A ” :

' m? . ~wice-er,” and he himself was not sel-
(eni a “ Thrice-er.,” It would need a powerful micro-
> to find a “ Twice-er ” in smart sociey tI”™

And only a ™.re SeTlmreal stronghold of
‘eligious™obir~ancJ'has”™been for generatmns™ the
'fiddle Class, and that itself is shrinkingas G -
the once-formidable Liberal Party, wnci,
an army, is now but a corporal’s guare .

With the cessation of church-going ia-
eessation of family prayers, which, yeais ag >
I* a ,art  social life in the country W * » *
dle change in private observance is the a -
of grace before meals. Bishop Wilberforpe used*
tell a story of a greedy parson who, when as-
«race, looked anxiously to see if there \\e
I'agne glasses on the table. It these wete ' ' claret
@an “Bountiful Jehovah!” But if he saw on”clairet

lasses he said : “ We are not worthy of tl

mercies.”

-aster is the great festival of the Christian Church,
11 >years ago, “Holy Week,” as it was called,
jlos a close season for amusements of all kinds. All

Jeatres "ere closed during that period. Even the

uirch-services were double the usual length, and
,/"eal in character. Rigidly orthodox people used
~ ast during Lent, although, to do them justice, they
nade for abstinence afterwards. Religious
~eople are like that. The merry birthday of the

emn of Sorrows ” is another case in point.
"I priestly exploitation of death has affected cus-
e In Victorian times funerals were horrific. The
'(/Ceased lay “ in state ” for a week, and relation
."'Ms, and acquaintances filed past the coffin. On

10 (iy of the funeral the mourners fortified them-
(Cves with alcohol, and on the return from the ceme-

‘w a plentiful meal was served—with more drink.
~ le hearse was surmounted with ostrich plumes, and
j FSe also adorned the horses heads. The under-
"mrs wore long black cloaks, and carried sticks sur-
,n°unted with black crape. It was an orgy of senti-
"’cntalism, and people wallowed in it. Even the
>gs of yesteryear reflected some of this morbid feel-

“ Draw the curtain, Willie's dead,” was a re-
)ram that brought tears to the eyes of countless mun-
°rs- Indeed, our immediate ancestors loved songs
H'crloadcd with sickly sentiment; such as: —

the
~ 10

“ O dem golden slippers,
O dem slippers I'm going to wear
To walk the golden streets.”

If one is inclined to be critical, it must be borne in
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mind that the really popular poet of the nineteenth
century was Longfellow, the best-selling novel,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and Spurgeon the preacher of the
multitude, whose sermons were read throughout the
English-speaking world.

How public ideas of religion are changing in this
country is also shown by the disappearance of the old
remark, “ God willing.” In Charles the Second’s
time the stage-coaches were advertised to do the dis-
tance between London and Bath (107 miles) in three
days “ if God permit  but in 1780 the time had come
down to two days, and the pious saving-clause was left
out. “ God permit” was a regular slang term for
the old stage-coach. But a story is told of a village
carrier, who upon being asked when he would be at
Aberdeen, replied : “ I'll be in on Monday, God will-
ing and weather permitting, and on Tuesday whether
or no.”

D.V. are the initials that have dropped out of public
notices, except in the case of small religious communi-
ties that are mere survivals of the past. Deo Volente
is the proviso, “ God willing.” But the man and
woman of to-day do not trouble to put such a proviso
in ordinary announcements as to future events, and
order their dinners and go journeys without worrying
about all the gods of the Pantheon. Most people are
Secularists in this respect at least, and the trend is
away from Supernaturalism.

These customs, taboos, and restrictions are the pro-
ducts of a long-distant past, with its brutality and bar-
barism. Even in their present attenuated forms, as
some of them survive in onr own time, they are a re-
minder of the strangle-hold which Priestcraft once
had over the lives and the liberties of men. We have,
however, reached a stage in our civilization, when men
are striving to mitigate and ameliorate the evils of
priestly domination. It is still impossible to say with
absolute certainty that England is a Christian country
Separate elements of both ap-
pear and reappear, but it is increasingly clear that
the trend is definitely towards Secularism. The
huge trust-funds, and other forms of wealth, of the
Christian Churches may prolong the process of disin-
tegration, but, sooner or later, the conscience of the
race will have risen superior to the old-world ignor-
ance and sheer barbarism associated with the Christian
Superstition. Pull down the walls and let the free air
of a common life blow over the place where they have
been.

The present day is the twilight of the gods. Priests
no longer call benefits or evil out of the sky beyond
asking for line or wet weather, or calling blessings on
a few individual members of a prolific Royal family, or
invoking blessings on battleships and regimental flags.
The clergy are alert enough to realize that they could
never succeed in praying for anything that pleased all.
The old conception of a paternal deity has gone for
ever, and the majority of men no longer lielieve in a
limited-liability god, and that such a being can be
influenced and swayed by the smell of sacrifice or the
cries of entreaty. After the long and weary centuries
of oppression the dawn' has come :—

Not by eastern windows only

When daylight conies, comes in the light,
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly,
Hut westward, look, the land is bright.”

Mimnrrmus.

The shining gold their crucible gives out;
But Faith, fanatic Faith, once wedded fast
To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last.

Thomas Moore.
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Prague and London

Impressions and a Contrast

This is being written in Conway Hall, on Sunday
afternoon, at about half way through the sessions of
the London Conference of the World Union of Free-
thinkers. Some of the most interesting events of the
Conference are yet to come, and in due .course they
will lie reported. But enough has already taken place
to justify the forming of an impression—a personal
impression— of the success of the Conference, and to
make a contrast between it and the preceding Confer-
ence, that was Held at Prague two years ago. The
differences between the two Conferences arc marked,
but both in their different ways have strongly contri-
buted to advancing the cause of Freethouglit.

No Conference meets in vacuo, and the time and
surroundings of a Conference play an important part
in settling its character. In this matter the difference
between the two Conferences is immense. Two years
ago the world was not in a state of profound peace,
but actual fighting was only going on in a remote
corner of Africa. The present unhappy state of the
world is known to all, and the London Conference
met under the shadow of what is grandiloquently
called Armageddon. There is no doubt that this
threat to European peace has affected adversely the
attendance of many delegates, and the surprise is,
that so many found it possible to come to London.
Thus Russia, with its vast membership of Bezbojniki
(“ Codless "), was entirely unrepresented in London,
while, on the other hand, the four or five Russian dele-
gates at Prague played an important part in the work
of that Conference. This absence of the Russian dele-
gates is not without its humorous side when one re-
calls the uproar in Press and Parliament about the
London Conference. It would almost seem, that God
had intervened, through his agent, Herr Hitler, on
the side of Capt. Ramsay and his Christian friends.

Certainly the shadow of Nuremberg was in the back
of the minds of the delegates, but I would not suggest
that the added gravity of the time of meeting depressed
the general cheerfulness of our gathering. Rather I
would say, it added to our determination to do some-
thing to make such a reactionary horror as Fascism
pass from our earth. Nevertheless one little incident
may be recorded as showing the tension in the minds
of some of the delegates. One charming Belgian lady
asked me, after the few words of greeting (we had been
at Prague together), what was the latest news of the
crisis. My perhaps not very satisfactory reply was
“ Ricn de nouveau ”—nothing new. But when |

went on to express the opinion that only two persons
knew whether war would be loosed upon us within a
week, namely, Herren Chamberlain and Hitler, she
replied, “ vous avez raison —you are right. It is
noteworthy, however, that the Czechoslovak delegates,
who included a German, were the least perturbed

people in our midst. Their President, Captain Voska,
played a great part in the last set-to. His great
activity for Freethought in his country ever since, is
the measure of his conviction that only by right
thinking can man be persuaded to act reasonably. Cer-
tainly the imperturbability of the Czechs equals their
resolution.

Another difference that must at once strike one who
was privileged to be at both Conferences is on the
matter of scale. Mere size is, of course, a minor
matter; it is spirit that counts, and in this connexion
there is nothing to choose between Prague and Lon-
don. The amiable Secretary of the International
(Mile. Pardon), informed me that the delegates other
than British, numbered just under 70. Tickets issued

THE FREETHINKER

September 18, 193s

for British members of the four inviting societies were
about Soo. At Prague there were six English de¥
gates, including two, Mr. Bradlaugli Bonner and Mr-
Bayard Simmons, who attended this London Confer-
ence. And this is perhaps as good a place as a»> to
speak of the indefatigable work which has made so
great a success of the London Conference. The faC
that the canvas, as it were, on which he worked w»s
smaller than that of our Prague comrades two years
ago, did not lighten his labours— rather the reverse-
One must not holla until one is out of the wood, but
so far everything has proceded without a hitch.

At Prague, of course, one had the resources of a
movement which boasts no less than four Freethoufd't
organizations. The largest of these is the Volna
Myslenka, of which M. Voska is President, and Dr-
Mdde vSecretary. Together they number more than
50,000 members. The city of Prague lent the Con-
ference its largest hall, and everything was done by
the municipality and the Czechoslovak Government to
make the Conference a success. This is no place f°t
p R-dton 0 1the two movements, Czechoslovak a»l

11tisli, but given the resources of the two nations
organizations, | feel that Freethinkers in Great
Jmtam put up quite a good show. The Conway Hal
made an admirable venue for the Conference, and n
belonged to one of the inviting bodies. To adapt
Shakespeare “ a small thing but our own.” Since

Ic laKre Conference, Glasgow has made a star
among British cities in receiving the delegates to our
own N.S.S. Conference, but we are some way off fr°!"
being received by King George at Buckingham Palace-
i resident Benesh honoured himself, as well as the
Conference, by receiving the leading delegates to that
Conference in the Hradcany, a Presidential Palace
tliat rises so majestically over the ancient city °f
Prague.

Po return to London. The London Conference Wb
have, 1 believe, a prominent place in the Freethought
movement in this country and the world. It is half a
century since the Conference has returned to the place
of its birth, a return fraught with good things for &
and our Continental comrades. Personally I am glal
that one effect of this coming to England is that
English has now definitely established itself as °ue
of the languages of the World Union. This, after d>
is as it should be, for our own tongue is more widei
spoken than any other. At Prague the entire proccd
ings were conducted in French or German, with O
or two speeches in Czech and Russian. If the Urn c
States and the British Dominions are to play the
in our International Conferences that they should, t
tacit admission of English speech now establish*3*
will be of great help. It is to be regretted that 1
delegation from the U.S.A. was in London.

One difference between the Prague and London G&1
ferences was not on the surface. At Prague, behind
facade of public speeches and lectures, a friem .
struggle was going on in committee rooms, win™
resulted in the amalgamation of what may be ter®e |j
for brevity, the Old Freethought International a™
the Proletarian Freethinkers.  This fusion has 1l
doubtedly resulted in the strengthening of our mou
ment internationally, and has had none of the dire c®1
sequences feared by too timid souls. After all one he-
only to look at the burly and genial Professor,
Terwagne, and our own indefatigable Mr. Bradla'® 1
Bonner, to realize that their activities have nothin#
them of the madcap, and “ red ruin and the break'®
up-of laws».-’ ,

It is, indeed, to be feared that we fell sadly short
what was expected of us by our Christian friends-
am sure that the four or five patient policemen iG'O
hung about our doorway, must have regarded us as
pretty tame and respectable lot. For this little guarc
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[° our proceedings we, of course, have to thank the

Home Secretary and his “ dear Ramsay.”

At Prague we had a bit of colour, for the Czechs,
llkc all Slavs, love gay colours in dress. Here in
SW England, 1 espied only two variants from the
normal, a Scottish visitor in a kilt, and our able and
farming friend, Mr. R Mohanied of the Rationalist
Association of India, who gave a most interesting
account of Freethougiit in the vast Indian Peninsula,

looked a striking, if modest, figure in his slier-
"anb or sort of cassock worn by the Indian educated
classes.

A final word or two about a subject that was a bitter-
s"eet for us British delegates, specially those belong-
In§ to the National Secular Society. That was the
presence and the absence of our leader, Mr. Chapman

°hen. As is generally known, Air. Cohen is suffer-
frrm>to put it bluntly, overwork, and is in great need
O rest. He delighted us, however, by corning fiom
,'s sick-bed to receive the delegates on I'riday even-
"S> and even gave 1ls a brief speech. On Saturday
doming too he paid the Conference a flying visit,
rliat he should be laid aside (except for his indomit-
able will) at such a moment is again, one must sup-
pose, the intervention of God. If so, we have a double
reason for abolishing so troublesome a spoil-spoit.

Bayard Simmons.

The International Congress

An Impression

krEETiiought for once, in England, has “ got into the
e\\s. ' 'fhe Newsbill of the Star on the first day of
Ic Congress was

Freethinkers

tj", ~e very first column of that lively journal was
i/'n over to a friendly article on our Conference,
"*fiich, with sufficient plainness, all those who
(VH have suppressed the gatherings by means
the secular arm were dealt with contemptuously
jJ( classed with witch-smellers and heresy-hunters,
I,Ic article was most discouraging to the religious
"5 °t. The same note could be traced in the Daily
e °graph, which allowed a correspondent to reply to
Thichess of Norfolk, who had been expressing
J-nish charity according to pattern, asking that
IhcVvhat right she had to assume that those who ran
Conference were less high principled than she.
tlier papers, I am informed, either were (relativel
len,lly or kept silent.  There has been no time as
j.et f°r a systematic inspection. But “ getting into
e 'lews ” has always I>een realized by Freethinkers
p. De a mixed blessing. It occasions misgivings.
"Uieer movements have an instructive dislike to be-
w>rling popular. It suggests to them a change of
,'CcUpation.  Pioneers arc always in the van, and to be
r van nieans tfiut popularity must lie forfeited.
I,t at the present moment there is a substantial pur-
lJ% to be served even by a demonstration of
length. Ingersoll once said—and one cannot afford
1° leglect its import—that the Churches never left off
“'riling heretics until the number of them grew too
\arge for easy handling. The forces that Freethought
s "P against to-day are of the texture that is unim-
pressed by ethical considerations, but they are im-
pressed by numbers—and numbers only.
Everything so far in connexion with the Congress
kas gone off excellently (I am writing on Sunday after-
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noon). The unfortunate illness of Air. Chapman
Cohen, our President, only allowed him to make a
minimum of appearances. But in the circumstances
there were few that did not feel glad that “ Providence”
had allowed so much. A dramatic moment at the
Conference occurred at the Reception, which Air.
Cohen attended. Dr. Terwagne, the President of
the World Union, shook Air. Cohen’s hand in full view
of the assembled gathering, expressing at the same
time his admiration for his courage at leaving a sick
bed in order to welcome the delegates.

The Reception on Friday evening was well attended
and was a happy gathering. All the responsibility for
that part of the programme, financial and otherwise,
was that of the South Place Ethical Society, and their
efforts to make the welcome of the delegates a cordial
one were beyond praise. An interlude of music and
singing was highly appreciated. Aliss Daisy Kennedy
rendered violin selections in her own inimitable way,
while Madame Sophie Wyss sung beautifully some
very appropriately selected airs.

The creature comforts of the guests were also at-
tended to excellently—a difficult task when numbers
were so problematical—there was not the slightest
hitch observable at any point. All the foreign dele-
gates were most cordially received. If there was a
noticeably increased warmth in the reception accorded
the representatives of Spain and Czechoslovakia the
reasons are not far to seek. Heroism stirs the blood
more than other virtues. It was a pity that the
language difficulty was such a real one in so many
cases. All the foreign delegates will understand with-
out difficulty that a shake of the hand is the only
method in the absence of language of expressing the
most heartfelt and poignant emotion.

The quality of the addresses was very high, and
fortunately these will be obtainable in a permanent
form. The addresses proved all the more enjoyable
because of the occasional divergencies of view. That
these divergencies occur is of course a sign of health,
and must be expected. The “ disease of orthodoxy”
must never be allowed to enter into a Freethought
Conference. To have a congress of single mind would
be to rob Freethought of its very name and signific-
ance. One or two of the papers in the educational
session cut rather markedly across each other, but this
was as it should be, and only means that the differences
thus ventilated were important and needed further
close consideration. At any rate the audience enjoyed
it all.

It would be a mistake to individualize where all
—speakers, interpreters and helpers—did so well.
And no one we suspect needs such individual-
ization. All are content to have done rvhat they could
to help on the fight which animates men of all races,
and recognizes no frontiers and no authority, but
simply stands for the dignity and freedom of the
human mind. The cheerfulness which accompanies
communion of spirit was visible in every face. There
was no sign of a hidden hand or a cloven hoof.

For a moment one thought one had detected one of
the outcomes of Russian Gold. A crocodile of girls,
young men, negroes, etc., was parading the streets
with sandwich boards. On one of the bills were the
words

Rktjgion is a Snare and a Racket

This alarming statement, on inspection, proved to
be an attempt to exploit (a racket!) the interest in
Freethought in order to help fill the Albert ITall, rvhere
Judge Rutherford, the inventor of the slogan, “ Alil-
lions who are now alive will never die ” was speak-
ing. We know, of course, full well that the belief in a
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very extended existence is not always marked in this
world by scrupulosity of conduct.

The session on Science and the Churches was per-
haps the high light of the Conference. Here well-
known scientific men in England spoke of the gods
as gods should be spoken of, without a tremor and
without a sigh. The ovation afforded Prof. J. B. S.
Haldane will live in one’s memory. It was un-
doubtedly a tribute both to his able contribution and
to his personality. His humorous touches when deal-
ing with the tendencies of the unco guid to subject
science to the minutest inspection in order to obtain
specimens of their own vices (a tendency he did not
deprecate) were very delicious.

Then there were Mr. A. and Miss B. O yes, and
on to Z. One must not forget, however, one’s good re-
solutions.

To everyone who has laboured to make the Com
gress a success, congratulations. It is not over yet, but
its success is assured. We know that all has been a
labour of love. They have helped to discourage and
defeat—each man or woman in his own way—an
Archbishop’s Recall to Religion. They have helped
positively to keep alert and vigilant the roving free
spirit of man in a supremely dangerous moment of the
world’s history. Such work, whatever history has in
store for us, cannot be lost. And it is quite a posi-
tive work as well to inform the meaner and more in-
tolerant portions of mankind that they will never
break our spirit; there is no word for “ lying down”
in the vocabulary of Freethought.

T. H. Eestob.

And Jesus Opened His Mouth

Christian : “ The sayings of Jesus should appeal to

all mankind. Their wisdom and sublimity are unsur-
passed.”
Sceptic : “ Some sayings attributed to Jesus were

current long before his alleged appearance on this
earth. His biographers were plagiarists.”

C. : “ Do you cast doubt on the incidents in his life,
such as, say, his miraculous birth, his miracles, and
his resurrection and ascension?”

S.
who preceded him, and are simply a reproduction of
imaginary events, said to have happened long before
the Christian era.”

C. : “ But were not his sayings and doings reported
by persons who claimed to be personally conversant
with them?”

S. : “ Assuming, for the sake of argument, that
such a person as the Gospel Jesus really existed, and
uttered many wise maxims and performed certain un-
usual deeds, what proof is there that these happen-
ings were reported correctly? Is it not more than
probable that they were greatly exaggerated?”

C.: “ We must assume that the reporters were
people of integrity with a strict regard for the truth.”

S. : “* A somewhat fanciful assumption! In their
days phonography and the printing press were un-
known, and their ‘ facts ' must have been recorded
largely from hearsay which, | think you will admit, is
more often than not, a feeble foundation to build
upon.”

C. : “ 1 see no reason to believe that their reports
were not as reliable as the information disseminated
in our newspapers.”

S. : “ The exploits of Jesus were recorded by un-
known persons several years after they were said to'
have happened, whereas the 'newspapers record cur-'
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lent events, and then only after their expert reported
have satisfied themselves that the news is substantially
collect. Even with this precaution it is, as you know,
a comparatively common occurrence for their coiitu-
butions to comprise many important omissions ama
mistakes. A few years ago a well known authoi
wrote a book descriptive of a certain part of EnglatW
after visiting the locality and obtaining his details
from the residents. I am sure he would not ptr
posely diffuse false information, nevertheless, in
| ook, there was an assertion of a personal nature 0
utterly opposed to the truth that it aroused consider
able astonishment, not unmixed with amusement,
among those, including myself, familiar with the facts-
In. all Probability the next generation of readers "
this book will treat the mis-statement as an establish”™
fact. All this shows how necessary it is to exeieisO
caution when dealing with written statements even
? I'LIsons known to be above suspicion. In ticc
circumstances what value can be placed on conflicting
descriptions of dubious incidents made by unknown
people long after they are said to have happened-
None at all.”

k=1 If their reports were unreliable how do >°1
account for the strength of Christianitv? A relig'dl
tike Christianity is not likely to have been founded <n
false premisses.”

Ny, ~Mere are °tiler powerful religions in ba
R Why should Mohammedanism, Hinduism,
and Buddhism have been founded on false premisses to
a greater extent than Christianity? The evidence
.esc religions can furnish in support of their orig>«
,s as .rellable’ as that produced by the followers of
Christianity. THe BhrisBan rélig owes [t§ birth
and existence to man’s innate credulity and sup‘iIrS
tion, fostered by a powerful priesthood largely in P"1
suit of its own ends. If bishops, priests and past«»
were deprived of their emoluments, the Christian >¢'
ligion would soon automatically cease to exist. " ie
premisses upon which it was built have been shown t'1

be false.”
P ro REASON-

WASHINGTON OK PAINE?

The visit of American “ Pilgrims ” to Sulgravc MaU

: “ They are paralleled in the lives of other gods-and the Independence Day Broadcast which the

arranged at the same ancient home of George AVashoD
ton’s family, stirred the East Anglian., Magazine to
following plea for a visit to Tlietford :—

Admirers of East Anglia’s Thomas Paine may we Ars
quire why the home of George Washington’'s ances
should be a more appropriate place for a broadcast 1
is Thetford. Some of Tom Paine’s more ardent adn"
may even go so far as to ask : Why, for that »0
George Washington? And they will tell you that Th<i"-_
Paine did more to bring about the Declaration of A"u”
can Independence than did George Washington liin™
Certain it is that he perceived the idea—and believed
the idea and publicized the idea—long before Washing
recognized its practicability or even its desirability- f
has been called, in fact, “ the man who converted GeOIS
Washington to a belief in America.”

The celebration of Independence is not a conunemt™
tion of greatness. If it were, East Anglia’s humble 111
could hardly be matched against so mighty a name
that of Washington.

But a celebration of Independence is a celebration *
Independence, and the rightful name to couple with 'l 1
that of llie man who did most to make the break
lingland an actual accomplishment. Thomas Paine-
least, qualified for that distinction.

And the point then arises that the pilgrims to Sulgra [
Alanor on this Day of Independence would be better orl'
pied in visiting the stone-built cottage in Thetford, wbe?)

the restless spirit of Tom. Paine was first given ||
earthly cloak.
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Of Course YOou can never be like Us”

«,'«kajjan Daily papers provide a lot of entertainment,

0l by to day, at the expense of the shining lights of
u,c various churches Take for example, the following
Iclort of a case-published throughout the length and
Drvadth of the Continent—just heard in Melbourne

Mrs. Joan Rosanove, who appeared for Miss Dever.dl,
said that Father Cremin had told Miss DeveraU that if
she gave up her ambition to become a nurse, and looked
after him instead, he would see she had a home for life,
both Father Cremin and Miss Deverall swore to this, and
»he began work at 15s. a week, later receiving as much
as £2 a week.
from this money Miss Deverall had helped Father
Kretnin at various’times, when Father Cremin had got
“'to difficulties over the stabling and training of race-
horses which he owned. In 1933. Father Cremin had re-
vived instructions from Archbishop Mannix and Monsig-
nor Lonergan, the then Administrator of the Diocese, as
“ result of which, he said, lie would have to dismiss her.
Mrs. Rosanove produced letters, which, she said, were
from Archbishop Mannix and 'Monsignor Lonergan.
One letter, attributed to Archbishop Mannix, said lie
shed Father Cremin to make a change in Ins domestic
staff within a week, and the one from Monsignor Loner-
gan expressed surprise that Father Cremin’s promises to
Archbishop Mannix had not been fulfilled, and demanded
that Father Cremin see his.Grace immediately.

Replying to Mr. Norman O’Bryan, K.C., for Father
Cremin, Miss Deverall said it was true she disagreed with
Father Cremin’s curate, but she said that “ Fat did
not want her to go.

Air. O’'Bryan : Would you mind calling him Father
Cremin? Yon are not always as demure as you appear
this morning. Have you ever carried a gun?

Miss Deverall : No. | am afraid of firearms.

Mr. O’'Bryan : | suggest that at the end of last year,
"hen you were not getting the assistance you thought you
should, you fired a gun at Father Cremin.

1

Miss Deverall : | did not. | would be afraid to fire a
gun.
Mr. O’Bryan : But you were spoken to by the police at

Bunyip.

Miss Deverall : Yes, | had a row with Father Devlin,
and he called me a blackmailer.

Miss Deverall said she had paid f,100 deposit on a
house. Father Cremin had given her £60, which she had
"on as an investment on Full Hand, one of Father
Cremin’s horses. She had also won other money on
horses.

Judge MacTndoe granted Mr. O’Bryan’s application for
a non-suit on the ground that if there had been a con-
tract, it had been voided through uncertainty.

~lhc previous week a father was charged in Sydney
-h>AV) with carnally knowing his 14-years-old
'M'ghter. There were two sisters about the same age
, le evidence revealed that it was a Catholic family
‘faring it was a conspiracy to get him out of the way
*Nler stated that he had overheard a conversation
e “wo s'sters, 1" which one said to the other
,s ridiculous not allowing us to go out with boys
p X' girls of 13 have boy friends.” The other had re-
f ' “ Even if we do have to swear on the Bible we will
Filirgiven if we confess.” The father was acquitted.
I Confession, you will appreciate from this, certainly
a great deal to commend it!
'Tturn to an item from Auckland (N.Z.), humorously
"strativc of the proneness of the saint to become the
Al"ler under a little judicious temptation : “ Wiremu
°tara, a Maori, was lined £1 at the Police Court for
"aling a coat. Tlis solicitor said that the defendant and
,1s father were pillars of the Church(in the north, and that
! had attended the Maori mission in Auckland the pre-
lu"s Tuesday. Defendant, who was ordained a lay
“ichcr, was not used to liquor, but foolishly consented
0'kink with friends.”
*t would be a pity not to include the following, which
""les from Ballarat (Victoria), as follows :(—

ho

“

]

” My first duty is to God,” said the Rev. Charles
Anderson in the City Court to-day.

Anderson, an Anglican, bad been asked if it were not
more important to render assistance to an injured man
than to burry to a service.
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He was fined £4, with £4 costs, for having driven a
motor-car negligently, and £2 for having failed to stop
and give assistance after an accident.

A stay of proceedings for a month was granted.

An art metal worker, of Coburg, Melbourne, was
knocked unconscious when his motor cycle came into
collision with Anderson’s car.

Charles Maynard, of Coburg, who was on the pillion,
said Anderson did not come back to see if Brown was all
right.

Relying to Sergeant Thomas, who asked the question
about his duty, Anderson said : “ | think service to God
comes first. There were several people there to attend to
the man, and | could do nothing.”

Mr. A. R. Hill, P.M. : Can | understand you to say
that it is more important to attend church than to take a
man, who may be dying, to hospital? You didn’t know
whether there was anybody to take care of him or not,
and you say your duty was not to the man ?

Anderson : It is very difficult to decide.

Mr. Hill : | should say your duty to the injured man
comes first. Why did you not make arrangements for
somebody to look after him ?

Anderson : At a time like that, you don’t always think
what you should do.

Mr. Hill : Actually you did not do anything to assist
him.

Anderson denied that he had not stopped his car.

“ | did what | thought necessary, in going back to sec
the injured man,” lie said.

“ There was someone leaning over Brown, who was
on the ground. The church bells were ringing.”

After the service he sent a man to report the accident,
he said.

Yes, the Church Bells were ringing! All these things
force themselves into our daily papers—papers, by the
wav, that would recoil from publishing a line from a con-
tributor in the way of intelligent, adverse criticism of the
Bible. All the more welcome is it, then, that the pro-
tagonists of Christianity should provide the incidents and
episodes | have here cited. As Ichobod Bronson (“ The
Belle of New York ") used to sing, " Of course you can
never be like us; but be as like us as you’re able to be.”
Very aptly satirized, in these words, are the Gospel-ex-
pounders who presume to guide us—the while betraying
themselves and their creed to derisive contempt.

J. Y. Aniieroney.
Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.

Acid Drops

It was stated at a recent Baptist meeting that if Sun-
day School attendances continue to decrease at the pre-
sent rate, there will be no Sunday School scholars left at
the end of the next twenty-five years. We are not so op-
timistic as was this speaker, and do not expect such an
epidemic of intelligence as the realization of this forecast
assumes. We do expect that in proportion as parents
develop a better sense or responsibility, and as the young
people develop a sense of independence and personal re-
sponsibility Sunday Schools will continue to decline, but
to imagine they will disappear in twenty-five years
sounds like the promised good times which is part and
parcel of political electioneering talk by each party if only
it is placed in power.

But the root evil is not the training of children to be
Christian, Jew, or Mohammedan. The cardinal sin is
using the child as an instrument of propaganda for par-
ticular opinions, whether the opinions be religious or
other. The child should be taught from its earliest years
that it has an indefeasible right to question every opinion
that is placed before it. It is no part of a parent’s duty to
turn out his child an efficient footballer or motor-cycle
driver or cricketer. Tt is a parent’s duty to see that his
child is as physically fit as it is possible for him to be,
and then leave it to him to say what branch of physical
exercise he shall make his own. The parents of one
generation are never so impeccable, in physical, mental,
or other qualities to be justified in turning out children
that are mere copies of their predecessors.
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An ‘“ Anglo-Catholic of seventy years standing com-
plains that while there is anxiety about peace in Europe,
there has been no special prayers “ for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.” “ Anglo-Catholic ” should remember that
the King of this country was dowered with “ the grace of
God ” only a short time back, and it surely cannot have
all worn off in this short period. Moreover, there is a
bench of bishops in the House of Lords, and a chaplain in
the House of Commons, who every time the House
gathers prays to God to endow its members with wisdom
and understanding. What more does “ Anglo-Catholic”
want? Besides one must have patience. The British
clergy started praying for victory in 1914, and the Lord
did not make up his mind until 1918. One must give God
Almighty time.

We do not know with what truth, but we see it stated
that some eighty-per-cent of the religious objects sold to
the Irish people are imported by Jews. The “ religious
objects ” refer to the crucifixes, beads, pictures of the
virgin and of the divine baby in his cradle, and so forth.
There seems to be a certain fitness about this. Theoretic-
ally the Jews gave the world Christianity, and having
given to the world that religion, it lies in the fitness of
things that they should supply the “ furniture ” required
for its continuation.

The only other theory that suggests itself is that the
Jews knowing the persecution they were due to undergo
at the hands of Christians, took an anticipatory revenge
by giving them the religion they have. In that case,
when the Jew complains of ill-treatment at the hands of
Christians, the latter has the right to reply, “ You began
it.”

We have also seen it stated that Russia has banned all
Christian names for Russians. This follows the banning
of alleged “ Jewish ” names by Hitler. Really, if the
world could only cultivate a due sense of humour most of
these dictatorships would be laughed out of existence.

The Scottish Daily Express has been concerning itself
about a remark made by the Rev. J. G. Fleming, a Terri-
torial Chaplain. This gentleman said that one in two of
Scottish youths had never heard of the New Testament.
So in order to test the accuracy of this the Express sent
out its reporters, who interviewed four youngsters. One
had certificates for Bible knowledge, another ‘‘taught
young children in Sunday schools ” a third and fourth
also gave evidence of a Sunday School atmosphere. As
if four carefully chosen examples could be cited as typi-
fying Scottish Youth. But it is evidence of what the
daily press considers to be scientific method.

Even then it would be difficult for a devoted religionist
to get any comfort from the result of the paper’s "activi-
ties. One said she had got certificates for Bible know-
ledge, and yet didn’t know the names of the four evange-
lists. Another said, “ | don’t pretend to know who wrote
your Apocalypse or whatever you call it.” A third said,
' | teach young children in a Sunday School all about the
parables, although 1 have never gone deeply into the
Bible.” And the Rev. James F. lvellas of Aberdeen des-
pairingly tells us :—

It is surprising the number of young people who do
not know the fundamentals of the New Testament. Not
so long ago Twas talking to a university student who had
never read the Life of Jesus Christ.

It would be a mistake to consider this state of affairs as
auguring fot the progress of Freethouglit. After all a
good knowledge of the Old Book doesn’t always ensure a
good Christian. In the Bible there is bane and antidote.
What is unfortunate is that an atmosphere is created in
schools in favour of the Bible not being as other books,
and this loads the dice in the direction of the Bihliolator
when the child comes to years of discretion. It is know-
ledge of this fact which makes the theologian so eager
to retain the Bible in the Public Schools, even though the
instruction is only what they call Simple Bible Teaching.
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It is difficult to please Christians! Surely one of th°C
things which Christians should love and take joy in « '
filling, is “ The Will of God.” But no! The Rev. K°nal
Spivey says :(—

It is unfortunate that “ Thy Will be done ” is a Phra®
which we have come to associate more with the sorro
than the joys of life.

Of course poor Abraham didn’t really like killing his b™
loved vSon, but how well he disguised his hate of the D
whose “ Will ” lie nearly succeeded in doing, We hav
seen so many tombstones bearing the words (Thy ' 1
Be Done,” that we should be justified in taking
granted that most Christians regard God as mahn} a

murderer.

A writer in the British Weekly writes on “ Pleasure a’1
Happiness.” It is part of the Puritan protest against
human happiness to pretend that these two words arc
not synomyms. Dr. England in the article referred to
says —

3wen the pure moralist is aware that in order to °~an
ie highest pleasure one must pursue something d.d
Pleasure being a kind of by-product of other pursuits.

lhis js merely verbiage. Happiness, or pleasure or jo)
js a 3la ura™desire. “ The pursuit of happiness ” s

human necessity. A little commonsense philosophy td*
US Ja " c are likely to get more happiness (pleasure) W
creating and maintaining social conditions, public health,
and general friendliness than by merely thinking {]
Zw §°f llnen% htened self-interest. Just as Blake said
that A tear is an intellectual thing,” so we say that
nippiness needs science and study for its acquisition-

“ Everyone in Chiswick is proud of our bells,” delib-
erately fibs the Rev. S. Osborne Goodehild, vicar of Tur»'
lam Green Church, in face of complaints that the ringing
disturbs people’s rest! With typical clerical insolent
k. scoffs at tlie objectors, and refuses to stop the ringing-
., haye often wondered why peaceful neighbourhood*
should have this unnecessary clamour still inflicted up0Q’
them. Most church bells are as harsh and tuneless as a
stewpan struck with a ladle. But, of course, the stup'«l
suj\n,il is merely a form of advertising similar to thE
bell-clanging in a fair-ground. The message of the church
bells is : “ Walk up! Walk up, ladies and gents, and
hear the ‘ Lively Oracle >as recommended by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and all the leading nobs!  Jist
about to commence j—Give her another pull or two.
George!”

There’s £i7,000 a year waiting for two favoured clcr 1
Sorry, you poor “ pen-pushers” it's for clerks ‘‘in 10-
orders” only. The Bishops of London (;10,000) and
ham (£7,000) are retiring. No, no: not.in their nature-’
friends, but from their jobs. Then they’ll have to be c°®
tent with a third of their “ stipend ” as pension,
the penurious Bishop of London is going to do, God on .
knows! He continuously wailed over his 10,000 a ycll\
—as, no doubt be would have done had he rccci'®
as much as thc old “ Prince-Bishops ' of Durham used
receive— 40,000 per annum! (By the way, one of =~
last of these prelates enriched thc fortunes of the Bridgc
water family, and he was—the Evening Standard dial'l
informs us—an ancestor of the present Lord Browril°"j
whose place, Ashbridge, was bought to serve as a sort 1
training college for young tories. Yes : “ stipends ” ca"
be stupendous).

Fifty Years Ago

Pikiiiscites don’t count in thc realms of Truth. Voting
is powerless to decide what is true and what is false. Tinl
will show. The Christians themselves might remernbcl
that there was an overwhelming vote against their ae<T

when Jesus Christ was arrested and his disciples 1
«skedaddled.”

The Freethinker, September 16, iSSS-
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Sugar Plums

‘he Conference of the World Union of Freethinkers is
|'Ur. and we think we may say, modestly, that it was a
~N™plete success. Representatives were present from

(litium, France, Luxemburg, Holland, Czechoslovakia,]

' Pain, Russia, Germany (Refugees), U.S.A., India, Aus-
/."ja. New Zealand, Canada, Hong Kong, Portugal,
‘ exico, Poland, Yugo Slavia, and had the International
N llation been a different one a larger number would have
ji.en Present. The papers and speeches were on a very
TMi level, and most of these will be reprinted in book-
"'m. We shall print next week a general report of the
~einference proceedings, and there is no need to go over
,,'e sattie ground twice. All that need be said here is
1L there were present a large number of visitors from
“"hr the country, and the threatened outburst of force
enraged citizens that Cardinal Hinsley hinted at, did
materialize. What did appear was a large poster
the Lord’s Day Observance Society, of which Sir
lI°’nias Inskip is or was President, and which reminded
I's that anthropologists may still find living representa-
*'cs of the Stone Age.

j

hot

there is only one thing to lament concerning the Sun-
‘W evening Public Meeting. This is that the Seala
heatre was not twice the size; but we must assume that
. le architects had not an International Freethought Con-
duce in view when the building was designed. But
r°’tn the front row of the stalls, up through dress circle,
uPpcr circle, and gallery, every scat was occupied, and in
'‘Edition to a full stage, all the permitted standing room
'Vas covered. And there were large numbers turned
aVay. The Chairman, Mr. Cohen, opened the meeting
INst two or three minutes after seven, and there was m
"'staking the warmth of his welcome when he came upon
"m platform. He had been unable to take any part in the
Proceedings of the Conference, beyond speaking at the re-
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ception of the delegates on the Friday evening and at the

' Seala meeting, and taking the chair at the dinner on the
jMonday evening. He is none the worse for doing what
he did, at least not observably worse, and it was only
under the promise not to go farther than this that he
gained medical permission to attend.

The speeches at the Seala Demonstration went with a
swing. From the moment the Chairman opened the meet-
ing until its close at just on half-past ten—three and a
half hours, the audience sat interested and appreciative.
The fact of an audience sitting so long indoors on a fine
evening, was a tribute to the quality of the speeches
delivered. Nearly all the speeches—those by Professor
Hogben, Mr.G. D. H. Cole,and Mr. Langdon Davies— par-
ticularly emphasized the necessity for direct and uncom-
promising action where Freethought is concerned. But
the speaker who took the heart of the meeting was un-
questionably Captain Voska, who represented Czechoslo-
vakia. Captain Voska spoke in English, and his sim-
plicity of phrasing and the quiet dignity of determination
with which he spoke, carried all before it. M. Saclier,
also of Czechoslovakia, spoke in German, as representa-
tive of the Freethinking Sudeten Germans, and so gave
the lie to the statement that so many of our papers per-
mitted to gain currency, that the Sudeten Germans were
wholly Hitlerian.  Another very warm greeting was
given to the .Spanish speaker, Senor Abad, who addressed
the meeting in Spanish. He was a very able speaker so
far as we could judge in the absence of an understanding
of Spanish. The Spanish and the German speeches were
summarized in English for the benefit of the audience by
Mr. C. B. Bonner and Mr. Joseph McCabe. Altogether it
was a great evening.

The Organizing Committee of the Conference wish to
express their regret to those who were unable to gain ad-
mission. Many protested at being shut out, seeing that
there was some standing room vacant. But the E.C.C.
rules regarding theatres are very strict. All gangways
must be kept clear, and no more than a given number of
people may be permitted to stand. It was a very thank-
less task to refuse admission to so many who had prob-

ably travelled a distance, but no one could exceed the
regulations.

There was a gallant gathering at the Trocadero Res-
taurant, on Monday evening last. The speakers included
Dr. C. E- M. Joad, who proposed the toast to “ Free-
thought” ; Mr. Cohen who, as Chairman, gave the toast

The Prosperity of the World Union of Freethinkers,”
which was acknowledged in an interesting speech by T)r.
Terwagne, the President of the World Union ; ‘*“ To our
Friends Abroad,” proposed by Mr. Joseph McCabe, and
acknowledged by M. Lorulot (France), and M. Mildi
(Czechoslovakia). The last toast was to “ The Chair-
man,” by the Secretary of the World Union, Mademoiselle
Pardon, who took occasion to say some very charming and
flattering things of Mr. Cohen, and the high esteem in
which he was held by Freethinkers abroad. In addition
to these there was an interesting speech by Mr. 1I. G.
Wells on the need of our developing a conception of Free-
thought that would operate irrespective of colour or
nationality, and a conception of freedom that would
abolish many of the social tyrannies existing within our
own Empire. Mr. Henry Nevinson also brought forward
before the assembly the fact of a movement in favour of
placing a tablet on the house inhabited by the late Edward
Clodd, whose work for Freethought was so well known
and appreciated. A sum of £25 is required. The
Treasurer is Mr. C. A. Watts, Johnson’s Court, Fleet
Street, London, E.C.4., to whom all subscriptions should
be sent. The meeting continued until 11.30 p.111.,, when
every one departed in the highest of spirits and, we hope,
with an inspiration to advance further the great cause of
mental emancipation.

Mr. Cohen, to his great regret, was unable to take the
part in the proceedings of the Conference he would have
wished ; but, as he had only been allowed to leave his
room a few days before the opening of the Conference, he
had to proceed cautiously. His share in the Congress
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was a few words of welcome to the delegates on
Friday Evening, September 9, and the occupancy
of the chair at the. Scala meeting and the Troca-
dero Dinner. Part of Tuesday he spent at the Free-
thinker office, and is none the worse for his efforts over
the week-end. But he has to go cautiously, and as soon
as possible he will take a holiday of a week or two. He
will still be active with his pen, but correspondents must
be patient for awhile. He hopes to be able to fulfil his en-
gagements in October, but that must be decided in the
course of the next week or two. He owes it to the solici-
tude of his friends and their expressions of concern, to
take whatever care is possible.

The stewarding of the meetings was excellent. This
branch was under the supervision of Mr. Rosetti, who
worked very hard, and had his reward in the result. But,
particularly at the Scala meeting, the ease with which
the large number of people were handled, and the good
temper with which the people submitted to the regula-
tion, were a very high compliment to the stewards at all
meetings. The Organizing Committee owes these volun-
tary helpers a debt of gratitude. The success of the Con-
ference depended very' much upon the willing co-operation
of numbers who were willing to find adequate reward for
labour expended in the result achieved.

As is usual in such cases the greater part of the work of
conducting a Conference of the dimensions of the World
Union, does not bulk largely before the public. The Com-
mittee worked together with absolute unity, and Mr. C. B.
Bonner and Mr. Blackham, who acted as Joint Secretaries,
found no task too arduous. Mr. Bonner, who is almost a
linguistic freak, was indispensable, and his close
acquaintance with the personnel of Freetliought leaders
abroad helped to remove many difficulties that arose. The
amount of work involved was best represented by the
smooth and comfortable manner in which the whole of
the Conference from the beginning to the end proceeded.
Finally, the South Place Ethical Society' very kindly
placed its hall at the service of the Conference, an* acted
as hosts for all the members and delegates at the Friday
evening reception.

The newspaper press behaved—like the newspaper
press. Hardly a line appeared in the papers of Monday
morning. Considering the crusade of lying and slander
that had been carried out by a section of the Christian
world, and the wholesale lying—conscious lying—of the
Roman Catholic pulpit and press, one would have ex-
pected that at least summarized reports of the speeches at
tlie Scala meeting would have been given. The English
papers lived up to their reputation. It must be said that
in the course of the campaign of slander that has been
going on for more than a year, some of the religious
papers have protested, and many individual clergymen
have also protested against any attempt being made to
suppress the Conference. The Star, which remained
modestly, or cautiously' silent—until it was quite clear
that the Conference would take place—on the Friday'
evening published a front page article, in which the
writer, while very careful to guard himself against being
thought to he in opinion on the side of the uncompromis-
ing Freethinker, put in a plea for toleration. The
article would have been more impressive had it appeared
with equal publicity when the religious bigots were in
full cry. But that is the way of the Star, and of all that
are in any way open to suspicion that it may be heretic-
ally inclined. They are so afraid of being found out.

We arc never surprised at the way the British press
acts. While the Conference was “ news " full play was
given to the suggestions that the Conference should be
suppressed, and a very careful supervision was exercised
of letters of protest, sometimes suppressing them alto-
gether. Meredith said that woman would be the last
thing man would civilize. We think we may say that the
British press will be the last thing in Britain that will
practise complete fairness in its handling of news and
events.
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11 comes back to what G. W. Foote said more than once.
1lhe Freethought movement owes nothing to the press-
It has not helped to make us, therefore it cannot break
us. We have grown up independently of the general
press and will continue to grow in the same way. ”c"s
papers will Act with fairness towards the Freethougl
movement whgn it is in a position to command sufficRjl
public notice to assure people that they may quite safely
declare their real opinions. Our rule must always be to
press forward, caring for neither the enmity of avo\'d -
enemies or the cautious advices of timid friends. *“Cour-

a.?e, again Courage, always Courage.”

1lhe International Congress has had some peculiar re-
actions. Here, for example, is an excerpt from I''0
testant Action for September 3:

f>n September iS the Papists in London will march
through certain streets as an act of reparation t°
Almighty God, because Freethinkers are being aloa®L
a QlKress in London. There has been no singing» ta ’
mg, and no banners. They are just going to walk an,
pray; or, in other words, look silly. To be precise, Xk
look natural. Surely thev could pray better in the'
chapels. Or could they ?

No, Sirs; this is just another propaganda stunt, am
should not be allowed. Is the Home Secretary [
allow this to go on? The upsetting of traffic, vehiclla
nud pedestrian, for such a useless stunt. If so, then P¢r
haps the Protestants will have a counter-march the salic
day and place to protest and in reparation for the G
eminent allowing such latitude to Roman Calll01
traitors.

Aes, we’'d rather have Freethinkers than slave FaP1 "

We must leave our readers to decide whether this conn*
from love of free speech or hatred of a rival Christian
body.

Mi. 0. \hitehead’s Summer Tour is drawing to a close.
He will address meetings each evening this week,
mencing from to-day (September 18), in Bolton, and
with a week at Plymouth. A large number of meeting5
have been held during the tour, and the whole of the cS
penses have been borne by the Executive of the N.S.S-

1

England’s Sabbath

In .Mr. E. Stewart Fay’s book Hanged by a ¢;.on't®
(Lovat Dickson) will be found quite a number
things of interest to Freethinkers dealing with the
of the land and its various statues. Mr. bay 1~
trates the thesis Plus (a change plus e'est la 1,J
chose, and he gives some very extraordinary instai'
of the way in which various legal enactments have 1
sisted to this day though they are, or should be,
obsolete.  And stranger still, we have put on 0
statute books laws which have their counterpart ov
400 years ago». Mr. Fay cites the Statute of LierC
15°3 (— .
No person shall privately or openly have any 1'
or sign or retain any person other than such &?
givetli household wages unto.
Compare this with the Public Order Act, 1936
Any person who in any public place or at
public meeting wears a uniform signifying his a»
ciation with any political organization or with

promotion of any political object shall he guilty
offence.

There is in the book a most entertaining chapter
the English Sabbath and the laws enacted by Pad¥
ment appertaining thereto. It has, of course, betl
referred to before in these columns, but not ti'al
people are aware that, as Mr. Fay points out, “ ™ 1
one of the ironies of history that the Merry Monarchy
that crowned libertine—should have given his nal,L
to the measure which clamped the Puritan SabbaD
so firmly down upon English life as to endure to tbK
clay.
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Naturally there had been Sabbatarians"h2 d Hm

bef’re Charles 11.  There is one unde mments
forbidding games on Sunday, InU ™~ m e movement
ilr I'a>. only part of a general . . than (\evo-
y uitended to encourage archcij

iou.”

. . A*\s Puritanism gained in force, however, some
Aenge preaching began to make itself heard against
peo |'aines on Sunday, and it was the conduct of the
tl]l,’e’ I"ider Elizabetli particularly, which came
tinpl *bc Puritans’ wrath. “ The multitude call it
“w Ve nff day,” cites Mr. Fay from one preacher,
inv"Cl (ay’s spent in bull-baitings, bowlings, dic-
dar ,§',ding, dancing, drunkenness, and whore-
lian’ Desperate attempts were made by Par-
o™ and the authorities to put a stop to this
"\&s ° —at least on Sundays; but whether this
t because tlie people took a delight in them,

Lcai,se they were inherently wicked is not con-
~N\ely known.

to QU 7anies I- and his son Charles I. were pestered
for'- %S Mal)batar'an laws; and one which came into
T\v, "1Ker Charles is still in active operation to-day.
IQLnty'two men attempted to indulge in some grey-
isMu-racing on a Sunday in 1931, but Sabbatarian

S°t its revenge, as they were all fined the maxi-
Penalty of 3s. 4d.

| -1 fbe most famous Sunday Oliservance Act was
1n, 'n and though it is still with us, it has
I'opI™ to be’ savs Mr- Fay, “ one of the most widely
it ],'en ever to be passed.” The reason is simply that

j» las Proved in practice to be very ambiguous, and
;i|I' Ls baVe—except when very religious and intoler-

een loth to administer it in a harsh spirit. In

« ' °Ue°f them a century ago, Mr. Justice Crompton,

(~"femptuously remarked that the Act is only direc-
| kainst the lower orders of society.” The Act has

nf U°”~en invoked by rigid Sabbatarians, and deter-

ii e attempts have been made rigorously to enforce

Or Indeed, in Hull, for example, it has been a source

tr. Cvenue to the city for centuries, as there, Sunday

yls are— or have been until very recently— severely
fined. " Many shopkeepers, however, gladly paid the
filie " g Sunday is one of their best days.

11, 'lc sPec>dl point to remember when dealing with
AR Wikt
G., .mr Sunday as the Sabbath day, The “seventh
1V, 's Saturday, and that was the day “ ordered ” by
1 ,)i ” to be kept as a day of rest. It need hardly
'~said that a day of rest is a very good thing, but

because it is a day of rest, and not because some
“A ordered it, or because of any religious reason
j latever. But religion has stepped in and taken the
av 'mder its wing, so to speak, and pious people seem
""able to talk rationally about the “ holy ” day. The
Jnvish Sabbath became, after the Talmudic Rabbis got
Il "do their clutches, a day of the utmost repression.
I Ic things one must not do on it fill pages of their
‘inks, the Rabbis holding interminable discussions
Is to what the “ Holy One ” meant. It was not so
""oh a Jewish rest day as a Divine one; that is, it
"as the holiest of the holiest because it was the day
"" Which God himself rested, and it served as a lasting
""jiuorial of the great work of Creation,

but as the Israelites were God’s own people, it was
them that he gave first the observance of
I"s precious day; it was a sign between God and
Israel, because at the time they were his only
‘¢ worshippers. lbis is pretty clear from the
fblc narrative, but the early Christians rather
+liected to the observance I>eing exclusively
Jewish, and tried to show that the Sabbath was really
held in trust, so to speak, by the Jews, and that
"[hen Gentile nations became converted to the true
r“w—that is the Jewish Gocl- -they also were allowed
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to participate in the blessings of the Sabbath Day.
One can read in the writings of the early Church
Fathers that they did not at all care for Jewish exclu-
siveness on the question. For example, Ignatius
(x16 a.d.) declares:—

Let us, therefore, no longer keep the Sabbath
after the Jewish manner, and rejoice in days of Idle-
ness . . . but let everyone of you keep the Sabbath
after a spiritual manner, rejoicing in meditation on
the law, not in relaxation of the body, admiring the
workmanship of God, and not eating things pre-
pared the day before . . . and after the observance
of the Sabbath, let every friend of Christ keep the
Lord’s Day as a festival, the resurrection day, the
queen and chief of all the days (of the week).

From this will be seen that Ignatius (or whoever
the writer of the Epistle was, for it is probably a pious
forgery) had not yet gone over to those Christians who
were bent on making “ the resurrection day ” the
Sabbath. It was Justin Martyr, about 140 a.d., who
first gives an account of the early Christians meeting
on Sunday for prayers and thanksgiving, though for
him the Sabbath was merely a Jewish institution un-
known before Moses, and of no authority since the
death of Christ. Justin, in fact, does not seem partic-
ularly impressed with the holiness of the Sabbath
Day, and considered nothing more was needed if one
had “ Jesus Christ the Son of God.”

As a matter of fact the early Church Fathers, taken
as a body, were wont to distinguish between the two
days, the Sabbath, and the Lord’s Day and, as far as
Christianity went, it was the Lord’s Day which won.
The real reason was undoubtedly that the worship of
the Sun on Sunday was far too strong to be abolished
by the pagan converts and their teachers to the new
religion; and in the battle for Sabbatarian supremacy
the pagans conquered.

We, therefore, have the beautiful spectacle of the
most fervent believer in the Bible, he who looks
upon it as literally God’s work, the average Protestant
evangelist, throwing over God’s divine command with
respect to the Sabbath, refusing to keep the seventh
day “ holy,” and transferring his devotion to the
first day of the week just because the early Roman
Catholics were unable to abolish the day of the Sun.
And it is these same people who are inflicting now,
and would like to inflict for ever on to the people of
this and other countries, the ghastly and miserable
day which is rightly distinguished as the Christian
Sabbath— a day of horror if ever there was one. The
amount cf real misery it caused when it was almost
compulsory can hardly be computed.

The real irony of it all is, as Mr. Fay points out,
that the statute under which many of the Sabbath’s
worst features were made compulsory was passed under
Charles Il.—a king who owed most of his popularity
to the fact that he was the very antithesis of the Puri-
tan. Charles probably broke every moral law, and
there seems no record of his ever spending a Sabbath
day really “ holy.” But this Act was a fine sop to his
Puritan subjects.

It ought to I>e one of the principal tasks of Free-
thinkers to abolish the “ Sabbath ” once for all. It
should be a day of rest, but that rest should be one of
jov and happiness.

Il. Cutner.

Two sectarians were once disputing so loudly on the
subject of religion that they awoke a big dog which had
been sleeping on the hearth before them, and lie forthwith
barked most furiously. All old sceptic present who had
been quietly sipping his tea while the disputants were
talking, exclaimed : “ Hold your tongue, you silly
brute I You know no more about it than they do.”
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Is there Life on other Planets?

Under the above heading, a series of articles by Dr.
H. Spencer Jones, Astronomer Royal, has been ap-
pearing in Armchair Science. The question to be dis-
cussed is introduced by a brief description of our Solar
System, at the end of which it is asked :—

Are we to suppose that our earth is the only planet
on which life of any sort is to be found ?

Apparently the author does not intend us to suppose
so, for he continues :—

The sun is a member of a very large system of
stars, shaped much like a thin pocket watch, so vast
in extent that it takes light more than one hundred
thousand years to travel from one end of it to the
other. In this system alone there are something like
one hundred thousand million stars. . . . But that is
not all. This vast system is merely one amongst mil-
lions of more or less similar systems in the region of
space that we can probe with our telescopes. Still
farther away, how many more systems may there
not be, never yet seen by mortal eye, nor even re-
corded on the photographic plate? Such, in brief, is
the picture of the Universe that is revealed by modern
astronomical observation.

Can it be that throughout the vast deeps of space
nowhere but on our own little earth is life to be
found? Most people, | think, would find it difficult
to believe that this can be so. The mind rebels
against this seeming waste of creation.

These remarks may be true when applied to those
who, like Dr. Spencer Jones, still cling to the anthro-
pocentric theory of the Universe : but if the facts are
against the theory, so much worse for the theory.
So long as human standards are not utilized as meas-
ures of cosmic processes, the mind need not rebel
against this seeming waste of creation. When the
guestion, is examined impartially, and without precon-
ceptions, we are inevitably led to the conclusion that
life is but an infinitesimal part of the universal whole.
If the vast deeps of space are waste, merely on account
of the absence of life, then this earth was waste long
before life appeared in its most primitive form. On
the same reasoning it will be waste when life is no
more. The truth is that the term “ waste ” is mean-
ingless when applied to nature.  Nature is no more
concerned with life than it is with any other of its
multitudinous phenomena.

Dr. Spencer Jones then proceeds to examine the evi-
dence for the existence of life in other portions of
Sspace. He says:

I think it probable that certain essential conditions
arc necessary before life of any sort can exist.

Such is science as served up for popular consump-
tion. Comment on this would be superfluous.
Sufficient it is to remark in passing that Dr. Spencer
Jones apparently thinks that life may possibly exist
apart from its conditions. After a search for these
conditions he tells us that we can at once rule out of
consideration all the stars, and that our search for life
in the Universe must be restricted to the cooler plane-
tary bodies. The search is still further narrowed down
by an examination of conditions obtaining on the moon
and the planet Mercury, from which it is inferred that
we may be quite certain that there is no life of any
kind thereon. The satellites of Jupiter and Saturn,
the asteroids or minor planets, moving round the sun
between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, are next ex-
amined, with a similar result. Then come Pluto,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. Still no evi-
dence. So far, the search for extra-mundane life has
been unsuccessful. There remain two further planets
to examine : Venus, and Mars. With regard to
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Venus it is pointed out that the temperature coil i1 »
are certainly not such as to make life impossible-
atmosphere, however, differs from our own in Pr
ing a great abundance of carbon-dioxide, and a f?
scarcity of oxygen, from which it is inferred tha
life on Venus can be at the most primitive pian ™ j
representing conditions similar to those that the ca
t comes
passed through millions of years ago.
Mars, the happy hunting-ground of the pseudo-SC
tist and the sensational press. After consideratio
the physical factors Dr. Spencer Jones is led tO
conclusion that Mars n
appears to be a world in the sere and yellow ~
where life may have flourished in ages long P&S*'
where conditions now seem to be such that, !
plant life continues to exist, highly developed )
of animal life are unlikely to be found.

The limitation to the examination of the c® ~
planetary bodies with which Dr. Spencer Jones sc
has now been reached. No evidence for even tIC
sibility of the existence of life of any kind has
found, except it may be for plant life on Mars <
Venus. liven this possibility is based solely °n ~
examination of temperature and atmospheric c0.~0
tions, but there are many other factors to Ire takeni
account in a consideration of the phenomena of ~
and that even plant life exists on Mars and Venus
mere assumption.

Dr. Spencer Jones is evidently disappointed m"
fruitless quest, and after informing us that the sea
for life must be restricted to the cooler planetary b°
of our own system he proceeds :—

N

So far, this survey of mine has dealt only
family of our sun, which is merely an a' »
star, one amongst the many stars, numbering s
two hundred thousand millions or so, in our *e™e
universe. And that universe in turn is merely
amongst many millions of more or less similar
universes scattered through space. What Is
chance that life exists on some of the planets be
ing to one or other of these innumerable stars m
own, or some other universe? This is a ditn
question to answer, because if such planetary syst
exist, they are beyond our range of vision.

Difficult indeed, and one that cannot be answc’*
Modern astronomy informs us that other planetary P(
terns, even if such exist, must be the exception rg thet
than the rule. Even in any planetary system
may be imagined Dr. Spencer Jones is forced t° thf
admission that everything seems to be weigh
against the possibility of the existence of life, but
spite of all the adverse evidence he has himself 3
duced, he still persists in his belief that life exists e
where in the Universe, though he is careful to add t1

it is the exception rather than the rule.
The series of articles concludes as follows:—

Docs it follow that our cartli is unique, the
home of life in the Cosmos as a whole—the universe
universes ? | cannot think that this can be so.

If we hold, as | think we must, that, where coi’'l
tions arc suitable for life, life will somehow dcvch'J
it follows that life must exist on:-nrany:- -oither Wot ,
It may not be life such as we are familiar with : P'T
ably, as a result of some slight difference in cou
tions, entirely different forms of life will deve"
though there may well be Intelligent life.

But our little earth is not, | think, unigque; m
opinion the whole purpose of creation has not
centred on this one small world.

Every phenomenon is the synthesis of its condit'QLL
and where all the conditions suitable for life exist, b 1
will not somehow develop : it is already there.

The final paragraph is an opinion, and an opi'UIl
only- lhere is not a shred of evidence in its suppQ

Throughout the discussion the references have bafl
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PositC 111 anstract;- | d° not think that those who
"ith Imrose  the Universe would rest content even
filg a.lnuhitude of worlds containing nothing higher
ii-n 9 e idant and animal life. But ouce the ex-
Siyre even the most elementary form of life is as-
pevt(j ’ 11 's then innocently imagined that the way is
life] QL lllan or some analogous creature. Because
to @JaS developed in this world from simple Protozoa
that it? CX humanity, there is no reason to suppose
in ' las developed or will develop on identical lines
Of,,,;;;x workl. Nature is not under the necessity
VW ¢ 'ndad her models in he same moulds, and when
goer ? ? Icker die multifarious conditions which have
wijjj.- w m the production of the various forms of life
Girs' arC Pnovni to us, to expect to find these same
i.finit ? r>eated under entirely different conditions is
s,,J L- more unreasonable than to expect to find the
le?a”ern every time we look into a kaleidoscope.

ther W imagine this earth prior to the existence
lafoaii’n 'n any f°’rm>in die throes of a mighty
tem,.r' torn by volcanic action, and agitated by in-
tic\ Coilvuisions : gradually cooling down : the plas-
\g],.:Isses becoming solidified, forming mountains and
ad vaP°urs condensing and forming the rivers
ille °ceans : and at last the arrival at a stage compat-
n, Wtil al,llearance of life in its most primitive
o] s Similar phenomena may have occurred on
Phv Planets, but the probability that the resulting
t - al features would have been identical is ex-
dis;;ely remote. There would almost certainly lie a
ais.I;<!0rdon in the quantities of land and water, and

"difference in their distribution, and a consequent

Nch 11 tPe ffcnera”physical phenomena arising in
die ¥aSe' ~ny dfe existing on other planets would
r >e a': ps very commencement be brought into
@ I1tu with a different environment to that en-
W w«! by incipient life on this planet, and when
PlayTV I'tle important part which environment has
f I>ed in the evolution and development of life, it is
ev/i e to infer that this factor ,alone would, as
R..;,;",on proceeded, lead to divergencies which would
gE "ally become .mere and more pronounced.  All
other factors which enter into the evolutionary
Tsswould be responsible for further complications,
vl ‘Is Qur imagination is limited to the forms of life
tv 1Which mundane experience has made us familiar,
» Can have no conception of any forms of life which
n . ‘lave been evolved on other planets, and there is
Q:ILfng to justify the assumption that any creature
Bgous to man has arisen there.
tj?° the adherents of the anthropocentric theory of
L Universe | quote from Sir James Jeans :—

It seems incredible that the universe can have been
Resigned primarily to produce life like our own; had
't been so, surely we might have expected to find a
Jctter proportion between the magnitude of the
'Mechanism and the amount of the product, At first
glance at least, life seems to be an utterly unimport
Out by-product. (The Mysterious Universe, p. 5-)

'H So long as the investigation is pursued on the
Sml(% scientific method, it remains a by-product to
He
end.
F. Kenyon.

Others, | doubt not, if not we,

The issue of our toils shall see;
Young children gather as their own
The harvest that the dead had sown,
The dead forgotten and unknown.

A. 1l. Clough.
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Who Are the ChristiansP

A mong the ancient Greeks it was customary to put to
death messengers who brought news of a disaster to
the State. Such a frame of mind is not unknown in
the present time. | recently heard a Christian speaker
say that it would have been better if Darwin and Hux-
ley had never been bom.

He said the vile doctrine of the “ survival of the
fittest ” was responsible for all the evils of our present
day competitive society. To condemn Darwin and
Huxley on such grounds is absurd. They did not in-
vent the doctrine; they only showed it to exist. This
is an example of the danger of disliking persons be-
cause we dislike their opinions.

Besides, one would think from that that no war had
been fought prior to the nineteenth century, that there
had never existed such things as slavery, tyranny and
oppression. Such gems of historical insight are only
posible to those blinded by the spiritual glare of the
newly-converted.

The same speaker complained that the Secularist
dealt with the Christianity of the Victorian times only;
”ﬁ did not deal with the teaching of “ Modernism ” at
all.

This is not strictly true. The Secularist does not
give the same time and care to the jModernist position
as he does to the Fundamentalist, because the Modern-
ist lias come, in so many respects, to the same position
as the Secularist of Victorian times. He does not be-
lieve in a personal God, he has accepted evolution, and
has agreed that a great deal of the Bible is untrue or,
as he puts it, is “ not to be taken literally.”

As for the doctrine of personal immortality, there is
less talk of that than ever. The Modernist believes in
it, but wisely, has not dwelt too much on the details of
such a belief. We shall all live ott, somewhere, some
place, somehow, and he has discarded the entrance
test and the two classes of accommodation. Every-
one will be admitted, and there will be 110 first and
second class decks. The Modernist believes this just
as he believes the fall of Man is true— metaphorically.

Modernists imagine themselves to be in the vanguard
of progress when they are really in the rear. They
are in front of the Fundamentalists. Many Modern-
ists would leave the church if they were not hypnotised
by the name Christian.

The Fundamentalists are as much a reaction to
Secularism as are the Modernists.  The Modernist
cannot advance without destroying himself by losing
his Christianity. The Fundamentalist cannot retreat
without making his creed untenable.

While the Modernist swings one way and the
Fundamentalist the other, the Secularist steps in be-
tween and forges ahead. Both Modernism and Funda-
mentalism arc becoming unacceptable to the great
majority. Modernism is becoming too thin and
Fundamentalism too thick.

There is a split in the Modernist group between
what we call the “ Intellectual Modernists ” and the
“ Christian Socialists.”  The chief representative of
“ Intellectual Modernism ” is Dean Tnge. Christian
Socialism teaches that the teachings of Christ are syn-
onymous with Socialism. It was founded by Charles
Kingsley and Thomas Hughes, and was really an anti-
dote to the intellectual disintegration caused by nine-
teenth century science. Kingsley talked about how
we wanted less thought and more faith. He also
founded that branch of English Christianity known as
“ Muscular Christianity.”

He started those hearty curates who converted you
by blacking your eye in a friendly bout with the
gloves, and then in a hearty man-to-man talk dis-
cussed the evils of sex. No one ever thought of dis-
cussing the virtues of sex
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Now Jesus Clirist lias become a complete Socialist.
It lias been said that the two greatest Jews in history
were Jesus Clirist and Karl Marx. It is absurd to
credit Jesus with ideas that could only have arisen in a
later age. How on earth could a person living in"
Palestine two thousand years ago envisage the com-
plex social and economic machinery of the twentieth
century? And no one can deny that his teachings
were other-worldly. Jesus hardly ever discussed the
affairs of this world except in their relation to the next.
To place him in juxtaposition with Kark Marx is to
illuminate neither. Both— if Jesus ever lived—were
the sous of their ages and times.

Who then are the Christians? The Fundamentalist
with his belief in the truth of the Bible from cover to
cover? The Modernist with his airy nothings and
subtle half-beliefs? The Christian Socialist with his
political doctrines translated into religious jargon?

I am not forgetting the orthodox churches. The
Catholic Church is still a living force and the Protest-
ants (both conforming and nonconforming) exist. This
gives a bewildering body of beliefs and dogmas; enough
to suit anjmne. The bitterness of division is ceasing
to have practical repercussions. Except in some queer
backwoods like certain parts of Ireland and Scotland,
differences of opinions are not held with the same
warmth as formerly. This is a sign of the times. | he
guestions that at one time rocked continents and pro-
voked nations to war, civil and uncivil, have now lost
much of their power over the human mind. Some
men believe in a God, but they don’t argue about it
with battle-axes; some in personal immortality, but
they don’t butcher their neighbours to make heaven
safe for Catholics or Protestants. This is a state of
affairs that will not be regretted by any except priests,
and they dare not confess it. And if it were not for
the fanatics in every sect, Christianity would be a
united body by this time—a sign of its impotence and
that its power to make history has passed.

Idris Li,, Abraham.

Correspondence

SERVICE IN THE CAUSE
To the Editor op the “ Freethinker

Sir,—As you have said, there is perhaps nothing meri-
torious in attaining the age oi 70 years, and as a very
old man who years ago left that age behind him, | am
bound to agree; but in your arriving at that age, it does
give many admirers an opportunity of offering you their
good wishes for your future, and also of thanking you
jor your magnificent work on behalf of Freethouglit in
England, and which no doubt has been appreciated by
multitudes of readers across the seas.

T have been a reader of the Freethinker since its first
appearance in 1881; and before that | regularly read the
National Reformer and the Secular Review. Only old
readers of the Freethinker are in a position to recognize
—looking back through the years—the vast strides that
have been made to break down the creeds that have done
so much to enslave the minds and retard the intellectual
progress of mankind, and much of this is due to your
great efforts and your predecessor (G. W. Foote, whom |
remember as a very young lecturer).

1 expect there are but few alive to-day who heard the
great five days’ debate between-Mr. Bradlaugli and the
Rev. R. Roberts, in Birmingham ; and which marked the
time of my freedom from the teachings of Christianity.

I fervently hope you will have strength for many years
to help on the cause you have at heart, and | thank you
for all you have done in the past.

Ciias. Dryland.

WITH THE SPIRITS.

sir,—1 went to a Spiritualist service last Sunday, and
was much struck by the strong vein of anti-Christianity.

THE FREETHINKER

September 18, 193s

Usually the Spiritualists are polite to Christian'> ~
when the Chairman began to read a chaptei
Bible, 1expected a harmless chapter. But, aftei 10J »
iout the sixth commandment, he proceeded to ~NC
I Numbers xxxi. one of the most revolting ehaplem n
Bible, about the wholesale murders of the

Then he read out a written message from spin
Silver Birch, and Silver Birch warned us to trust otu™ ~
sciences, not a book or a church. Then came a >
ginning :(—

O you who dare not trust your soul,
To guide you on your heavenly way.

But shrink from its divine control,
Crude superstition to obey.

Of Course you consider Spiritualism as crude as Ch*
lianity intellectually, but I think you must adu'l
Imorally it is a great advance. t@©

I must add that later, when the clairvoyante bC*I .,
Isee spooks around us, | could not recognize her nisi

tions of any of those she saw round me. “ More 0™
I know Tom Fool than Tom Fool knows,” is apparently
true of sjxioks as of humans in this life.

N

C. HaRT°r'

SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES,

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, toni0
E.C»4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they viih O

inserted.
LONDON
OUTDOOR
South Peace Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red F
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, Laurence Housman- Extremis '
Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S.S. (~IC

3.15, Mr. W. B. Collins. ).
N.S.S. (Market Frale

Park, near the Bandstand) :

Kingston-on-Thames Branch
7-3°, Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner) : "J’
Friday, G. Attfield. White Stone Pond, 11.30, Sunday. ™
Attfield.  Parliament Hill Fields, 3.0, Sunday, O. AItIIt
South Hill Park, 80, Monday, L. Eburv.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 7-° ¢
day, Mr. F. 1* Corrigan. ,
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 340, Suiug,

Miss E. Millard, M.A., Messrs, E. Bryant and G. Banl”
6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Barnes and Tuson. Wednesday, /'«

Mr. W. B. Collins. Thursday, 7.30, Mrs. N. Buxton. Ffl
7.30, Mr. G. Barnes.
COUNTRY
OUTDOOR
Birkenhead Branch N.S.S. (Haymarkel) : 80, Sal«nl;°

Mr. D. Robinson—A Lecture.

Biyth (The Market) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. J. T. Bright"II»

Bolton Branch N.S.S. (Bolton Town Hall Steps) : 1-
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Thursday and Friday. Cliole
Market, 7.30, Tuesday and Wednesday. Mr. G. Whiter'
will speak at these places.

Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Mound) :
“ The Godless Conference.”

Falkirk (Market Square) : 7.0, Monday, Mrs. M. I. WI"
field and Mr Frank Smithies.

Glasgow Secular Society (Albert Road) : 80, Tue/1l'
Minard Road, 8.0, Thursday. Albion Street, 8.0, Friday- '
M. r. Whitefield will speak at these place’s. Albion Stret '
80, Sunday, T. L. Smith.

Greenock Branch N.S.S. (Grev Place) - So Wedtiesk!'
Mrs. M. I. Whitefield.

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Corner of High Park Street a
Park Road) : 80, Tuesday, Messrs. Robinson and Ke™
Queen’s Drive, opposite Walton Baths, S.0, Sunday, Mr- ,
bv or Mr. Parry and Mr. Kenny. Garston Terminus, *
Wednesday, Messrs. Thompson and Kenny.

North West Federation‘of N.S.S. Branches (Vee Crr
Café, 3 Victoria Street, Blackburn) : 2.0, A Conference. ~L
keEc Square 7,0, A Demonstration. If wet, in the Vee CP

Café.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Recles Market) : 8.0
Bury Market, 80, Saturday. Ashton Market, 80, SWIr{]
Blackburn Market, 80, Monday. Air. W. A. Atkinson
ste%k at these meetings. Stevenson Square. 7 \> Sulida.v>

ecture.

7.0, Mr. F. Smith't”

(Continued on p. 607)
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j. . nist'anity is Fascism applied to the field of Re-
aon. Fascism is Christianity applied to the whole
field of political and social life."

new pamphlet

FASCISM & CHRISTIANITY

Chapman Cohen

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

This is a timely and appropriate propa-

gandist pamphlet, and should be circulated

as widely and as wisely as possible.

Packets of Fifty copies will be sent post
free for 4s. 6d.

ONE PENNY. By post Threehalfpence

PAMPHLETS FOR THE PEOPLE
by CHAPMAN COHEN

N°- 1. Did Jesus Christ Exist?

. Morality Without God

3. What is the Use of Trayer ?

4- Christianity and Woman

5- Must We Have a Religion?

The Devil

What is Freethought?

. Gods and Their Makers

9. The Churelrs Fight for the Child

10. Giving ’em Hell

11. Deity and Design

12.  What is ‘die Use of a Future Life?

®~No

Each Pamphlet contains Sixteen Pages

Price 1d. Postage £d.

AN ORATION ON THOMAS PAINE

COLONEL R. G. 1INGERSOLL

Price TWOPENCE. By post 2Jd.

(Continued from p. 606)

eliddiesbrough (Davidson Street) : 7.0, Wednesday, Mr.

1 Brighton.

“EWbiggin : 6.45, Sunday, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Mirth Shields (Harbour View) :
“ttghton.

H eston (Market) : 80, Wednesday, Mr. J. V. Sliortt.

South Shields (Market Place) : 7.30, Thursday, Mr. J. T.

r'Rhton.
'Vigan (Market) : 8.0, Monday, Mr. J. y. Short.

THE FREETHINKER

Tuesday, Mr. J. T.
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TWELVE RELIGIONS AND
MODERN LIFE

By HAR DAYAL, MA, Ph.D.

Mr H. G. Wells : “ | find it a useful summary.”
Dr. F. IT. Hayward: “ Admirable little book.”

Mr. Arthur Wragg :
very useful.”

“ It is a grand book, and so

7imes Literary Supplement: “ Twelve religions,
including Christianity, Judaism and the religions of

the East, considered from the standpoint of modern
humanism.”

Public Opinion : “ Humanism and its ideals form
the keynote of Dr. Dayal’s unusual work.

The Literary Guide : ‘* Dr. Har Dayal is a man of
wide knowledge who has the gift of placing liis wise
thought at the service of others.”

Price 2s. 6d. Post Free

MODERN CULTURE INSTITUTE, EDGWARE, MIDDX.

PAGAN ELEMENTS
CHRISTIANITY

H. CUTNER

IN

A concise and scathing account of the debt
Christianity owes to Paganism, with a chapter
on Relics

Price Sixpence Postage Id.

RELIGION AND SEX

CHAPMAN COHEN
Studies in the Pathology of religious development

Price 6s. Poitage 6d.

THOMAS PAINE

JOHN M. ROBERTSON

An Investigation of Sir Leslie Stephen’s criticism

of Paine’s infuence on religious and political re-

form. An indispensable work for all who are
interested in Paine and his influence

SIXPENCE Postage id.

Wit and Beauty combined by Bayard Simmons,
the Atheist Poet, in liis two companion
volumes—

and Other Poems
The Pagoda of Untroubled Ease

Minerva’'s Owl

Obtainable from the Freethinker, 61 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4, at 3s. gd. each, post free.



DAVID FORSYTH

Psychology and Religion.

A Study by a Medical Psychologist. “ Readers
cannot fail to be stimulated and interested
...... whether they disagree with him r not.”

—Nottingham Gua .ian.

Cloth, 7s. 6U. net (inland postage 6d.)

H* G. WELLS

First and Last Things.

A Short History of the W orlid.
(Revised and brought up to date ; 1938.)

W hat Are We to Uo W ith Our

Lives ?
Each clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

A fter Democracy.

Cloth, 3S. 6d. net (inland postage 6d.)

LORD HORDER

Obscurantism.
“ It would be difficult to find embodied in a
similar number of pages more unaffected

wisdom and human sanity.” ]
— New Statesman and Nation.

Cloth, 2s. net, by post 2s. 2d.; paper cover, IS.
net, by post Is. Id.

W* KENT

London for Heretics.

Deals with those places of interest in London
which are associated with Freethinkers.

Cloth, 2s. 64 net, by post 2s. 9d.; paper cover,

Is. net, by post Is. 2d.

<¢ E* M* JOAD

Liberty To-day.
(Revised and brought up to date,)
“A noble little book......ought to be circulated
by the hundred thousand.”— Time and Tide.

Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

SIR ARTHUR KEITH

Concerning Man’s Origin.
T he Construction of Man's

Family Tree.
Each clothette, Is.net, by post Is. 2d.; paper
cover, 7<. net, by post 8d.

Darwinism and W hat it Implies.

Darwinism and its Critics.
Each paper cover, 7(1 net, by post 8d.

LANCELOT HOtIiBEN

The Retreat from Reason.

“ Welcome because of its stimulation to creative
thought."— Nature.

Cloth, 2s. net, by post 2s. 2d. ; paper cover, Is.

net, by post Is. Id.

J* B. $ HALDANE

Fact and Faith.

“ Pokes a delicious sense of fun at all and sundry.
...... He pricks the bubbles of many shams
and conventions.”—Friends of Europe.

Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

JOSEPH McCABE

The Papacy in Politics To-day.
Vatican Plots in Spain and Other Countries.
Cloth, 7s. 6(1 net (inland postage 6d.)

T he Splendour of Moorish Spain.
Cloth, 10s. 6d. net (inland postage 6d.)

T he Passing of Heaven and Hell.
A Criticism of the Church of England Report on

Doctrine.
Cloth, 2s. net, by post 2s. 2d.; paper cover, |s-
net, by post Is. Id.

The Popes and Their Church.
Cloth, 2s. 6(L net, by post 2s. 10d.; paper cover,
Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

Twelve Y ears in a Monastery.

Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

The Existence of God.

Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

lhe Social Record of Chris-
tianity.

Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

Selected W orks of Voltaire.
Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

VIVIAN PHELIPS

Modern Knowledge and O1d

Beliefs.
Cloth, 2s. 6(l.net, by post 2s. 9d.; paper cover,
Is. net, by post Is. 2d.

Concerning Progressive Revela-

tion.
Cloth, Is.net, by post Is. 2Jd.; paper cover, 6 (-
net, by post 7d.

Churches and Modern Thought.
Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

LLEWELYN POWYS

Rats in the Sacristy.
Cloth, 10s. 6(L net (inland postage 6d.)

Damnable Opinions.
Cloth, Is. net, by post Is. 4d.

The Pathetic Fallacy.
Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

BERTRAND RUSSELL

W hy | am Not a Christian.
Paper cover, 3(L net, by post 4d.

Has Religion Made Useful Con-

tributions to Civilization?
Paper cover, 7d. net, by post 8d.

V* GORDON CHILDE

Man Makes Himself.
Cloth, 7S. 6d. net (inland postage 6d.)

JOHN LANG6DON-DAVIES

Man and His Universe.

A Short History of W omen.
Each clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

H* LEVY

T he Universe of Science.
Clothette, Is. net, by post Is. 3d.
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