
COMMON s e n s e  a n d  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l

.  EDITED ¡y CHAPMAN COHEN •
—  Founded 1881 —=

S unday, J ui,y  24, 1938 Prick T hrekpenck

P R IN C IP A L  CO NTENTS

Common Sense and the Supernatural—The Editor
‘ llc Fulcrum of Fear—Mimnermus 
he Development of Democracy in Ancient Athens— 

1 ■ F. Palmer - - - - - -
Mature Notes of a Freethinker—Nicholas Merc 
Novelists and Social Patterns in Early Christianity— 

Jack Lindsay - - - - - - -
lhis World or the Next—IT. Cutncr - 
' the Jews Have Taught l\le—Faith G. IVinthrop

Page

- 465
- 4<o7

- 46S
- 4<>9

- 474
- 475
- 471

have communicated with those living, and looking at 
the probabilities of the case—assuming there is a 
ghost-world—the fact of its existence should by now 
be a universally accepted truth. Instead of this being 
the case, if we set on one side the formal belief in a 
future life, the number of those who believe in com
munication with the dead is a comparative handful. 
The evidence for telling fortunes by tea-leaves, or by 
the stars, is almost as impressive.

* * *

G host-H unting

Acid Drops, To Correspondents, Sugar Plums, 
Letters to the Editor, etc.

Views and Opinions

q
ttimon Sense and the Supernatural
a'iyone wishes to read an account of the tracking 

! °Wu of an almost typical ghost-story, circumstantially 
and by those who offer no reason for thinking 

lljy Were guilty of deliberate deception, we heartily 
-■ amend 1 he Mystery of Versailles, by J. R. Sturge- 
, 'nting, with a foreword by Mr. Harry Price, the 
/'...known expert on “  Psychic ”  tomfooleries. 
,, er & Co., 1 os. 6d.). Here is a story of the

psychic "  (it would not be nearly so attractive to 
|'se tlie word “  mental,”  or “  ghostly ” ) experiences 
 ̂ two ladies whom one can credit with complete 
jhiesty. Yet when their story is traced down as Mr. 

; U'tge-Wluting has done it, there can be no doubt in 
10 ’"ihd or the unprejudiced reader that the “  experi- 

*J.llCe ’ rests on no better foundation than the play of 
lu untrained imagination of two ladies, and an un- 

■ 'uiscious exaggeration and distortion of a very ordin- 
] ' experience. This last sentence, by the way, sug
gests our calling attention to a very common oinis- 
"lon to these ghost stories, whether told by believers or 
Rejected by unbelievers. This is the lack of any at- 
jV 'I’t to provide what a doctor would call a “  case 
ustory”  0f tjlc pe0ple who are the principal agents in 

(.lese adventures. And yet, whether one believes in 
jN a rra te d  experiences of the ghost-world or not, a 
" u>Wledge of the physical and mental history of the 
‘‘‘-‘■ 'Soils involved is essential. Why do some people 
'■ 'Ve these alleged experiences and not others? The 

^'svver that it is all fraud will certainly not do in these 
1 'Ts when so much is known of the psychological side 
'* ‘uunan nature. To say that the people engaged are 

honest, carries no weight whatever. The most 
‘■ '’surd beliefs are honestly held by myriads. The 
Uiniaii race has been in existence for hundreds of 

1 '°usands of years. Thousands of millions of men 
‘l,||l  Women have died, and, if the spirit-world exists, 
'ave all gone there. All these dead persons might

To get down to Mr. Sturge-Whiting’s spiritual 
detective work. In 1901 two ladies, one English the 
other French, together visited the Palace of Versailles. 
While there they went, as most visitors do, to the 
Trianons. The story of the supernatural vision with 
which the book before us deals, is concerned with the 
Petit Trianon, with which the name of Marie An
toinette is closely associated. The lack of knowledge 
of the personal character and tastes of the two ladies 
which is, as we have said, a very important considera
tion to a wholly scientific analysis, is wanting, but it 
is to be noted that they are said to have had historic 
interests, and that is worth remembering. The 
account of the experience of the two ladies was not 
published until 191T, ten years after the vision, and 
none of the events named was even mentioned to each 
other until a week had passed. Their story runs thus.

As they approached the Petit Trianon a feeling of 
depression seemed to come over them, the trees and 
scenery took on an unreal artificial aspect, there was a 
condition c>f sullen stillness. As they went along they 
were overtaken by a young mail, breathless through 
running after them, who directed them to turn left 
and “  Cherchez la maison.”  Following instructions 
the ladies entered a narrow grotto, and passing a stone 
kiosk they observed a repulsive-looking man whose 
face was heavily marked by small-pox. l ie  was after
wards identified as the Comte de Vaudreuil, known to 
have been attached to the court in 1789. They also 
saw a lady sitting on the terrace sketching. It after
wards struck these ladies that this lady might have 
been identified with Marie Antoinette. The men 
seen afterwards similarly became officials of the court. 
The ladies do not appear to have at once commented 
on what they had seen but, suspecting a mystery, both 
of them wrote down their experiences. Other details 
do not matter very much, but about a year later they 
visited Versailles again, when to their amazement they 
found that the grotto and the kiosk had disappeared, 
as had other features of the landscape. They had 
been demolished for many years. Then the two ladies 
set to work checking their experiences, and the whole 
story was published in 19 11, under the title of An 
Adventure.

Mr. Harry Price, the well-known investigator of 
“  psychic ”  mysteries (these things would lose a deal
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of glamour if they were approached as examinations 
of stories of the supernatural) writes a preface to Mr. 
Sturge-Whiting’s book, and pronounces An Adventure 
as “  one the classics of psychic literature ” —the 
language is worth noting. And he adds that the story 
has persisted because no one has had the time to go 
carefully over the ground. He also says that Mr. 
Sturge-Whiting has proved the whole story to be 
based on nothing better than “  faulty perception, 
lapses of memory, and an irresistible subconscious 
urge to accept a supernormal explanation of an occur
rence when a normal one was available, plus a certain 
credulity.”  These factors, he says are responsible 
for the Adventure ever being heard of.

It would be unfair to the author to state his com
plete exposure of this “  psychic ”  marvel. It is quite 
an interesting piece of detective work, and the disen
tanglement of the blunder makes an instructive study. 
All that was required for the creation of this ‘ ‘classic 
of psychic literature,”  were two rather imaginative 
ladies with a not too exact understanding of history, 
clothing the Petit Trianon, and its association with 
kings and queens with an atmosphere of romance, and 
filling the gaps in their alleged experience with details 
that were probably never dreamed about until some
time after they are alleged to have occurred. And 
when all is done Mr. Price is, I believe, correct in his 
conclusion when he says that “  many people prefer 
the bunk to the de-bunk,”  while the shout of “  Icono
clast ”  will be raised.

* * *

W ho is  K esponsible P
Of course very many people will prefer the crude 

superstition of the ghosts of a queen and her gardeners 
and the magical reconstruction of landscape that dis
appeared long ago. Credulity loves these things and 
knaves fatten on credulity. But are these “  psychic”  
investigators—Mr. Price, Mr. Sturge-Whiting, and 
others, altogether free from responsibility in the 
matter? Where is the justification of these elaborate 
“  scientific ”  examinations of ghost stories that are 
continually thrust upon us? Does it ever do anything 
other than produce the impression on those who be
lieve in this kind of thing that there is, after all, some
thing in it I A  man who is in search of gold may dig 
in a score of places without coming across the slightest 
trace of “  colour.”  But we know that gold does exist 
and that digging is a form of acquiring it. We may 
therefore enquire into the probability of a story that 
we come across, without implying that we have some 
kind of doubt about its probable truth. On the other 
hand, if a man comes to us with a tale that his 
favourite cow has ceased to give milk, and that is due 
to her having been bewitched by some old woman, we 
do not feel called upon to hold an inquest as to what 
power the said old woman has exerted over the lacteal 
efficiency of the said cow. We need not believe the 
man to be a liar, but we know he is mistaken without 
enquiring where a particular old woman was on a cer
tain date, and what she was doing, and measuring the 
quality and quantity of the milk given before and after 
the incantation. Everyone would think, and rightly, 
that such procedure was merely wasting time and en
couraging silly superstition. No psychologist would 
be surprised to learn that some habitual investigators 
come in the end to have a sneaking belief in the mar
vels they are dealing with.

So when Mr. Price says that he and Mr. Joad went 
carefully over the ground to test the story told by the 
two ladies, but owing to their being pressed for time, 
had to suspend judgment, one hardly knows who is 
most worthy of a smile—the poor ladies who permitted 
their fancies to run away with them, or Messrs. Joad

JuiA 24.

and Price, who go ghost-hunting whenever a ,’c" )j icse 
is brought before them. How many cases 1 ”   ̂ ^  
spook detectives require before they cease to 
objective evidence that lias no existence, am ^  
down to discuss the psychological conditions U ^  
of that bastard and foolish term “  psychic ) t ia ^ 
able certain people to find the supernatural 111 a • 
of directions? As things go the Prices and t w 
and others will be looking out for ghosts at the0 ^  
ing of the twenty-first century—assuming they  ̂ aS 
to live as long, and still will refrain from sa- n'.^)t;S 
we now say of the agency of the devil, and 
flying through the air on broomsticks, that \'e '  ^  
that these “  spiritual ”  occurrences do not iaP ^  
and that the only object of enquiry which arises '  ^  
these cases are brought before us is to determine^ 
conditions, social and psychological, that make 
beliefs possible.

}  think that for an explanation of the situation three 
things may be noted. First, one may observe the 
difference of attitude which most people adopt "  'lUl 
the supernatural is in question. Tell an ordinary I1,iia 
that you saw the spirit of your dead mother walknF 
down the stairs at midnight, and, in five cases out <’ 
six lie will wonder whether it is true or not, and "> 
repeat the story as though it might have been true- 
Tell the same individual that you saw a man crawl'11- 
on his stomach from T.udgate Circus to St. Fa" 
Cathedral, and he will probably tell the first muh>a 
friend he meets that you are a good deal of a liar. T''e 
probable is doubted, the improbable or impossible lS 
accepted as being very likely true There is an iWP’1 ' 
sive response of most people to the primitive.

Next, on the lower scale, the fact that one invest1'
gates ”  (whether one has or has not the qualities ot 
knowledge necessary to investigate never seeing 
strike most people) gives one a public advertisem  ̂
that many jump at, and enables them to pose as 
partial where impartiality and understanding 
quite incompatible. And on the higher leve 
least the less dishonourable one

axO
_nt

-there is the eIf,,ie'0f 
of superstition that exists with the vast majority 
people. One need only take note of one’s friell.̂ _ 
and acquaintances in any walk of life, to note the 1 
terest taken in stories of the supernatural, the l>i!l< ■ 
concealed interest in lucky days or colours, the ' 
dently not mathematical attraction of chance hapP^ 
ings, of warnings and premonitions, the attach!'11- 
to mascots from sacred relies to little images that a 
hawked all over the country, to note how deep •' 
rooted in most people is the legacy we have recei 
from the jungle. In its most favourable aspect 1  ̂
running round “  investigating ”  stories of ghosts a'  ̂
messages from the dead, is at least an admissioj1 
the probability of some of them being true. , 
vestigation ”  is a quite inapplicable term here, sjll£̂
the investigator hardly ever has the qualifications th»1
would make his investigations of any great value- 
cept in the detection of obvious fraud. Writing b°° , 
about this or that investigation has never, so far as 
have been able to discover, had the effect of correct'1 • 
anyone’s belief in the supernatural—under its fasbi°a 
able disguise of the ‘ ‘ super-normal.”  Generally 1 
interpretation given bv the investigators is rejected ’• 
the believers, and when the investigation is incone'1 
sive, the probability of what has been asserted is takL 
as evidence of its genuineness. Mr. Price rightly 
that most people prefer the “  bunk ”  to the debit11 
and when the “  debunkers ”  assume the probable tP1’ 1 
of the class of beliefs that are to be officially “  (h. 
bunked,”  the outlook is not very cheerful. It 1 
about time we left off treating the absurd as even l>e'liu 

I probably true.
Chapman ConKt1-
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The Fulcrum  of Fear

‘ Vain are the thousand creeds 
that move men’s hearts, unutterably vain, 
Worthless as withered weeds, (i
Or idlest froth amid the boundless main.

Emily Brontd.

A CAMEh’s hair tent in the desert was the precursor of 
‘ ¡le Christian cathedral, and a few howling Dervishes 
*lL* forerunners of the popes, patriarchs, and cardinals 
who bestrode Europe for so many centuries. From 
SUc'h humble beginnings emerged that gigantic system 

I riestcraft which is associated with the Christian 
ehgion. In our own day this system has become a 

vested interest of such importance that in comparison 
othcr financial businesses seem merely amateurish.

What was it that caused this evolution from primi- 
tlVe Eastern beginnings to the acquisition of almost 
unquestioned sovereignty over men’s minds and bodies 
So 1(»ng enjoyed by priests? The priests themselves 
wish people to think that it was due to divine guid- 
ance- The real reason is that priests seized temporal 
Power, and the lever which they used was simply that 
"f fear. Looked at critically, the powerful Christian 
Churches are nothing more or less than gigantic fire 
'"surance societies. Priests threatened men with all 
t,le horrors of fiery hell, and men were so terrified 
'Eit they paid almost anything to avoid so terrible a 
‘-■ alamity. In the early desert days hell was unim- 
"Uued, but the original priests, like the Bedouins, 
'vere neither very truthful nor very honest. Man 
•ishions his gods according to his intelligence, and the 

Coasted monotheism of the Semitic people was due, 
n.ot to their vaunted superior spiritual insight, but 
M"'l>ly to the plain fact that they were nomads, and 
c°uUl not he cumbered with many idols. It was many 
JMiturics later, under vastly different conditions, that
¡ater priests added the tangle of the Trinity and the 
'errors of hell to the simple theology of the eailiei 
or,u of religion. To the primitive Hebrew, man was 

!1,0rtal. He lived a few, brief days and went down 
J"to the silence. But Jahveh, the tutelary god of 

dental nomads, became, in due time, the three- 
headed deity of Christendom and the silence of the 
«rave was now filled with an imaginary heaven, hell,
and 
«old.

purgatory, and the coffers of the priests with real

. ''esteraft could never have exercised such 
n 10nt.v, such tyranny, such blackmail, unless the 

• S»es of men had been exceedingly ignorant and very 
„ ^ t i t io u s .  Indeed, t,hev stampeded like frightened 
1 .r^' C'lie priestly idea of hell scared them, and they 
¿ * v e d  that salvation was only to lx; found in the 
fo ? Stlan Church. Heresy was regarded as the 
f  °sl of all crimes, and the punishment was death by 

Priests defended their religion by torture and 
cj u*er. 'Pile pages of history would have been 

wilier, finer, and more humane, without the machin- 
l(" ’s and brutalities of Priestcraft.

^ this time Priests were amassing wealth “  beyond 
,,lc ‘Eeauis of avarice.”  The imposition of tithe, the 
r *tcred tenth”  on agriculture, alone must have 
•,]1 ,zet  ̂ thousands of millions of money. There was 

V° an immense traffic in bogus relics with alleged 
lraculous virtues. Shrines, too, must have brought 
arge revenue to the priests. Then, as now, priests 

I L‘rc the very princes of beggars, and the truest sym- 
.j ° f  religion has ever been the clutching hand and 
(|le aluis-dish. In our own day, as has been pointed 
.j ■1 the difference between a theatre and a church is 

llit you pay to go in the one, .and you pay to get out 
1 tbe other. <

1 he exploitation of fear by the Christian clergy i s ' 
Unpardonable crime against humanity. liver •

since the dawn of the Christian Superstition the fear 
of death and of pain has increased among the 
dwellers in the great cities. Fear of death scarcely 
exists among Asiatics because, living in the open, their 
experiences tell them that death and life are ever en
twined in a struggle for mastery; that the victorious 
soldier of to-day is the corpse of to-morrow. Under 
Asiatic skies death is regarded as being as natural and 
as benign as birth. Dwellers in towns necesarily 
acquire their knowledge of nature from books or from 
superficial and fleeting observation. For five months 
in every year Nature is represented by fog, rain, and 
snow, and the necessity for fires and artificial lighting. 
Dwellers in mean streets have no chance of meditating 
on the rigid processes of natural law.

The clergy exploit this ignorance to the uttermost. 
Death is, according to these oracles, the “  King of 
terrors.”  They heighten the effect by appealing to 
the fears of their hearers, and use an imaginary 
“  Devil ”  and a horrible hell as a lever. The terror 
such stones inspire is largely owing to the grossest ig
norance which surrounds the subject of death. Men 
fear it, like children do the dark, through not 
knowing what it is. The fear of the night can be dis
sipated by a little light. Death would be no bugbear 
if it were known better. And nobody is there to tell 
people, except a small number of devoted Free
thinkers, who are anathema to all the Churches of 
Christendom. The sermons from the clergy, prehis
toric in thought and inflated with utter nonsense, deal 
in gross exaggerations and sheer misrepresentations. 
“  The wages of sin is death ”  is one of their precious 
ideas of wisdom. The clergy is hopelessly out of 
touch with modern men and common sense. Hence 
their churches and chapels are emptying of men. The 
“  cure of souls ”  is passing from these charlatans into 
the hands of the physician. For psychology tells us 
that a healthy body and a healthy mind go together.

For nearly two thousand years Christian priests 
have shouted that death is a dreadful thing, and warned 
their flocks of the awful perils of the hereafter. But 
the Freethinker knows that this is one of the many 
tricks of their sorry trade. Death is as natural as 
birth. It is the universal law of Nature, which be
falls all living beings, though the vast majority en
counter it much sooner than man. Thanks to the 
growth of popular Freethought, the priests are be
ginning to be found out. The hope that an ignorant 
and superstitious minority can always bend the In
tellectuals to its will is sheer illusion. The fires of 
hell are fading, the terror of death is passing, because 
the Christian Superstition is decaying.

To visionaries like Catherine of Siena, or Emanuel 
Swedenborg, it may have been different, but to the un
cultured masses in Christian countries death has been, 
and still is, the King of Terrors, from whose approach 
they cower in an agony which Confucius, Epictetus, 
Plato, and Socrates, would have scorned with lifted 
eyebrows. Recall how the grand old Pagans look 
death in the face without flinching. Epictetus says 
with proud dignity :—•

Why should we fear death ? For where death is, 
there arc we not; and where we are, death is not.

No less emphatic is Marcus Aurelius, who gave us 
“  the gospel of those who do not believe in the super
natural.”  He bids us regard death as a friend : —

What is it to die? If we view it by itself, and 
stripped of those imaginary terrors in which our fears 
have dressed it, we shall find it to be nothing more 
than the mere work of Nature; but it is childish folly 
to be afraid of what is natural. Nay, it is not only 
the work of Nature, but is conducive to the good of 
the universe, which subsists by change.
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For scores of generations priests have chanted the 
old, sad, disheartening refrain of death as an enemy, 
hut the Freethinker listens to far other and wiser 
voices. Paying no heed to “  the lie at the lips of the 
priest,”  he dies without fear : —

“  Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.”

MlMNERMUS.

maiued
Athens
sources,

The Developm ent of Dem ocracy  
in  Ancient Athens

T he early achievements of far-famed Athens were 
comparatively humble. Yet, this classical city com
munity ultimately excelled all rival Grecian communi
ties in science, art, letters and philosophy. Her 
leading contemporary and antagonist—Sparta—re

ap ricultural, military and despotic, while 
systematically developed her natural re
lier superior geographical position, and 

evolved a distinctly democratic form of government.
The soil of Attica, especially in the valley of Eleu

sis, was fairly fertile, and the vine and olive flourished. 
The hills were well wooded, and furnished timber for 
ship-building. There were lead and silver mines, 
but Attica had neither iron nor copper. Fine clay 
was available to the potter, while the quarries of Pen- 
telicus and other regions supplied the stone, marble 
and lime essential for the erection of temples, monu
ments and dwellings.

Attica, like Sparta, enjoyed the advantage of a rela
tively wide territory in which to expand. Access to 
the sea was made easy by her two harbours, Phalerum 
and the Piraeus. The military and social reforms of 
Sparta were attributed to Lycurgus, the chief founda
tions of Attica’s prosperity were ascribed traditionally 
to Theseus, who was said to have welded into one com
posite State, the previously semi-independent com
munities of that territory. Athens then became the 
centre of political and industrial life. The ancient 
kingship had been gradually superseded by the devel
opment of a powerful aristocracy in the various com
munities, and consolidation became inevitable when 
the rising State was menaced by domestic and foreign 
foes. Tradition tells that these changes were peace
fully conducted and were entirely unlike the violent 
upheavals occurring in neighbouring lands.

About 650 li.c. the priestly king was deposed by the 
aristocracy from temporal rulership, but retained his 
spiritual functions. Civic control became the pre
rogative of the polemarch and arclion who were origin
ally permanent officials. Then their tenure was 
gradually lessened, until it became the Athenian cus
tom to limit the term of office of these magistrates to a 
single year. These functionaries were now subjected 
to election by the ecclcsia, the popular assembly com
posed of all free citizens. A  council of elders co-oper
ated with the archons and administered both religious 
and secular affairs This body formed the famous 
Areopagus, named after the hill on which its con
claves were conducted. Yet, thus far, this assembly 
was overwhelmingly aristocratic in composition.

With these modifications in the system of govern
ment, there slowly emerged a transformed social struc
ture. In the words of the Russian historian, Pro
fessor Rostovtzeff, in his History of the Ancient 
World (Oxford University Press) : “  The ancient 
division into four tribes, phratries, and families was. 
retained; but a further redistribution was made into 
three social and economic groups. The first of these 
contained the large landowners, the second the

third the small/ H 18 Wh°  llVCtl in t,le city’ alU ‘ 
rights and , r  °  dCrS' . A t tIle same time the political
reckoned dl?t,es of each citizen begaii to be
*’<nne Tli ' ,,s ,int 't  Ill's property and "
• C ¿ J r  .ans,° ™ ' y  became a timocracy. . ■ ■
the wholr* , ]" " f  anstocracy  who had originally borne
clined S h S ;  611 ° f  defendi^  the country, was in-
other well t 1* ^ ds burden to t h e  s h o u ld e r s  of
re u i m T ? aild to concede to them in

Other ° f  thdr ° Wn P°btical rights.”
cultivated H ^  "  ° re taklng place. Athenians who
appeared wlhU pT "  vineyards and olive groves now
became con • ,C" 'e lndustrial and commercial orders
established 'but't/ '8 A  f° mi of cal»italism had been
"  as jeopard’ ;!  i n 1C prosPfrity  of the petty cultivator 
t o  enable him t l l i s .la b il ity  to provide money
other acrici 1 If, cnis 1 Il,s livestock and e m b a r k  on 
loans was id \  i 1 ImPr°vements. The interest on 
lating to' d e l?  y excessiv.e- white the harsh laws re- 
landowners andWere administered b y  u n s y m p a t h e t ic  

s and rapacious usurers. Ruin not onlyIvency

ho
stared the small cultivator in the face, but inso 
deprived him of his property and his free citizensh'l 
alike. Fortunate were the impoverished farmers w 
were permitted to cultivate their former estates ^  
tenants who toiled for the very men who had hee'j 
further enriched by their ruin’ Also, the leasehold 
system was utterly iniquitous. The working tenm1 
had a legal right to no more than one-sixth of his Pr°
duce.

Small wonder that the poverty-stricken 
grew more and more impatient with their lot.

class^
A cry

arose demanding the redistribution of the soil, alK 
repeal of the laws governing debt. Armed kislll^ s, 
tiou resulted, and popular leaders strove to secure^^ 
potic control of civil and military admimstra 
These commotions had the customary seque , .
throughout the Greek States as a whole, the sf N̂ ()f 
and sixth centuries n.c. may be regarded as Perl(X^ 1. 
revolution and anarchy which were successively 
pressed by the establishment of despotism.

But in Attica political and social changes of a ^ ,  
reaching character were accomplished more sm°° 
than elsewhere. Even then Athena’s city was  ̂
tinguished by men of sterling merit and outstaU ^  
ability. Draco was one tof these, and dun 1 
shadowy as he appears in the Greek traditions, 1 
was plainly some powerful personality who at ‘ 
contributed to the earliest written Athenian Cons 1 
tion. llC

With the later legislator, Solon, we emerge ^ 
full light (d history. Indeed, men of his calibre a ^ 
in several Greek States in the sixth century 
is justly said that these were men “  who had a s s '^  
lated the results of Ionian culture, were thinkers *  ̂
rationalists, who believe in the omnipotence 
government and statesmen to .change social and  ̂
uomic relations, and who realize the effect of eloque 
and literary propaganda.”  Some endeavoured to 1 
jdy their grandiose schemes by forcible means. s °  j 
however, chose the legislative method, and iinp01**1^ 
improvements stand to his credit, even if we reject ■ 
the legendary stories which gathered round his 

Solon became arclion in 594 b .c ., when he 1’ 
ceeded to pass measures which formed the foundin' 
of Athens’ future progress. Agricultural lands s' 
rendered by debtors to the mortgagee were to be 
stored to their original owners, whose financial li"'’1  ̂
ties were cancelled. Those reduced to slavery for 
were to recover their freedom. Also, it becai"e . 
penal offence to advance loans on landed or perso'^ 
security. The amount of land that any one pcfS f 
might possess was strictly limited, while serfdom 
slavery for non-payment of debt was no longer E  _ 
mitted. The export of corn was prohibited so as to d'*
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courage cereal cultivation on an extensive scale, ren- 
(ler it unremunerative, and facilitate the increase of 
l'le smallholders of land. But important as these 
measures were, they pleased neither those who bene- 
Hted by them nor those whose interests were assailed. 
^le Prided proprietors moaned over their losses, while 

t',e Penurious cultivators were disappointed because 
^’e whole of the soil was not repartitioned and all
debts cancelled. In the long run, however, the opu-lent 1 -*u uie 1U11K ----------> —
U, C asses Prospered through the stimulus given to
Mhil !>r0dUCtion anc  ̂ exPort of wines and olive oil,
tii ■ L> .coln,nerce and trading transactions in manufac-
0J es '"creased. Moreover, Athens established her
aiKl' nnnts an<̂  adopted a standard system of weights
aclio;n<*sures which greatly simplified business trans-

ofn>10n S 'nn°vations included the enfranchisement 
lar i'C ^>Cles’ ^ le lowest order of citizens, and a popu- 
,lla au’ court was established. At least in theory, the 

ffistracy and legislation became the province of the 
da's6” 8 aS a w 1̂0le- Still, the interests of the upper 
c, ' Ses were safeguarded, and the magistrates were 
|°sen exclusively from the privileged order. The 

^ciogatives of the Council of Elders—the Areopagus 
^i-cmained intact, but a new body was attached to it. 
0f s assembly consisted of 400 members, one fourth 
w 1 '"110111 " cre selected from each of the four tribes 
bar'cV con’P°sed the Athenian State. This body pre- 
fic-r l111''"1'0 measures for the consideration and rati- 

'ri'0"  ^lc P0Pular assembly.
So . lese reforms, however, by no means suspended the 
st a conflict, and the ensuing years witnessed con 
s. strife. Yet Athens for the first time adopted a 
C P  foreign policy, the pursuit of which was des- 
es 111 -l later age to provoke the disastrous Pelopon- 
C0]|an War. But Athens now found a gifted military 
Ca '"ander in Pisistratus, who conducted a successful 
th; i ' aign against Megara, and also added Salamis to 
t0r ‘ 11benian State. Acclaimed as a public benefac- 
vau lsistratus made himself leader of the minor culti- 

° ls ° 1  f.be soil, whose support enabled him in 561- 
' X ' to llse 1°  supreme power. His government 

and l."lavoiclably autocratic, but he was soon deposed 
"ales e!,ortetl by fhe aristocratic and plutocratic mag- 
afte S '^ 1> combined against him. Still, a few years 
in, " ar<ls> Pisistratus returned and was welcomed by 
to Cl ^  section of the community, only too anxious 
f5jaj'ycilrc the restoration of order in the distracted 
in e‘ Pisistratus now ruled in Athens until his death 
sticc n‘C’ ’ when his sons Hippias and Hipparchus 

'̂ocdecl to his dignities and honours. 
n°tliT°llUe aS was ll|e rulersbip of Pisistratus, he did 
,1 "S  f °  impair the democratic structures of his pre- 
, . . f o r ,  Solon. For the aristocracy was seriously 
e,tat cuod by banishment, and much of their landed 
"tisto " aS l,ailsfcrrecl f °  P °or citizens. Again, the 

domination of the Areopagus was con- 
oliUal%  diminished. With the decline of the old 
hosJiichy’ a rec°ustruction of civic life was made 
ck le on wider democratic principles. Families and 
Xl.i° s Were replaced by a system under which the eiti- 

, .  Were distinguished by their districts. 
ail(1 " (]er Pisistratus, Athens had risen in authority, 
n. , " s sous carried on their father’s policy. But they 
I. ,ral,y lacked the capacity of their parent. Hip- 
j j /  Uls became the victim of the conspiracy in which 
I j- 1 "'°dius and Aristogiton were tlie protagonists.

then instituted repressive measures and as- 
( " c‘d autocratic powers. In consequence, he became 

'hopular, so, \\ith the aid of the ever envious Spar- 
iij!'S a" (̂  I'10 exiled aristrocats at Delphi, the Athe- 

!"s discarded Hipi>ias and drove him abroad.
 ̂ '"s alliance between aristocracy and democracy

s ‘ls soon shattered by civil disturbances. Cleisthenes 
'Edit to compose matters by intioducing democratic

measures. But this so infuriated the patricians that 
they solicited the assistance of Sparta, the intrusion of 
whose troops only served to strengthen the standing of 
Cleisthenes. So the Spartans were driven away and 
the reformer given a free hand.

The most conspicuous feature of Cleisthenes’ ex- 
eriment was the introduction of the representative 

system. Denies or parishes adjoining towns and vill
ages now became the leading electoral unit. These 
were now arranged in three groups. But the powers 
of the denies were very restricted, for : “  All important 
matters, even of local interest, were discussed and 
decided at Athens by the central assemblies.”

Still, in contradistinction to Sparta, Athens encour
aged every free citizen to participate in political life. 
The slaves and the alien element resident in Attica 
were alone excluded from the franchise.

Cleisthenes’ constitution began to operate in 502 
b .c . Those who were sanguine enough to regard 
it as a panacea for all social and economic evils were 
soon disillusioned. The pronounced inequalities in 
the distribution of wealth remained, and the contend
ing political parties were ever at variance. Yet, the 
bitterness of class envy and hatred was lessened, and 
largely eliminated, and a more philosophic outlook 
generated through Cleisthenes’ remedial measures.

The administrative mechanism was no longer re
garded by the masses as an unscrupulous and relent
less enemy, but rather as something for which the 
Athenian citizen was directly or indirectly responsible. 
In fact, he himself was persuaded that the average 
elector formed part of the government machinery. It 
is not unfairly claimed th at: “  No Greek took such 
pride as the Athenian in his city and country; and no
where else in Greece was the consciousness of citizen
ship or the feeling of true patriotism so strongly 
developed.”

T . F . P alm er .

N ature N o tes  of a F reeth in k er

“  The wild air bloweth in our lungs,
The keen stars twinkle in our eyes,
The birds gave us our wily tongues,
The panther in our dances flies.”

From the "  Romany Girl,”  by Ralph Waldo Emerson.

T h ere  must be a journey to the nearest market-town; 
it had become necessary to see the barber, And as he 
was very busy, what odds? The function would suit 
me this week or next week, as there was a second-hand 
hook-shop over the way. From there I took away 
The Unrisen Dawn, by Anatole France, and Views 
and Opinions, by Ouida—dated J896, for the price of 
a shilling. Having time in hand—gained by procras
tination, we mounted a hill and made for a broad walk 
into the wood. A  perambulator, minus wheels, very 
much battered, was lying in a ditch, and, continuing 
our walk by flowering crab and may trees, we reached 
a clearing where there were two tired looking horses. 
Then a scrubby-headed boy appeared. Then a tall 
dark man called out to know the time, and then from 
nowhere appeared a real daughter of Romany. Would 
I give her something to buy a drop of brandy for her 
sick baby? What odds again if it was gospel truth, 
or gypsy truth ? I  had saved money in postponing my 
hair-cut—and true or false there was the wherewithal 
for a drop of’ brandy. After one or two words in 
Romany, which were returned copiously, I offered to 
tell her fortune. She was handsome, with dark flash
ing eyes, hair parted in the middle, silky, and black 
as a raven. Her features were well-formed, and I 

! think Augustus John could be the only one to do her 
justice on canvas. In the same artless way as their
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clients she proffered her hand. T took it, and very 
elaborately scrutinized it. “  There is not much luck 
on it,”  I  said, pretending] to be serious. ‘ ‘You have 
a lot of trouble—I can see four children.”  “  Eight,”  
she interrupted. It was a well-balanced hand, and 
according to all that is written, the owner of it had a 
good sense of the practical. Among pots and pans, 
clothes pegs, baskets, and eight children, how could it 
be any other? Yes, she used to play the fiddle. And 
then, at that moment, the husband came galloping up 
to us with a cheap coloured picture of Millet’s 
Angelus foi sale. And that concluded the fortune
telling. We bade them goodbye—and the picture did 
not change hands, but I can understand why that kind 
of picture should be the preference of a gypsy. Out
casts from India, and subsequently from all countries, 
they had no desire to exchange their way of living for 
what we call the civilized way; and their mode of life 
keeps them close to the earth. Not to the voluptuous 
heights of Rubens did Millet aspire; his apotheosis 
was made of the hoe and the mattock, the field and 
the hedge, and the struggle man had with the soil. 
And at the end of the day, I had a quiet laugh. Start
ing off with all intentions.of being made respectable 
by the barber, I  had divigated. But on that day, 
April 16, I heard the black-cap, I heard and saw the 
chiff-chaff, and also, to my way of thinking, that bird 
of some fabled paradise, the happy willow-wren. 
Borrow, who will give you mental health by reading 
him, states somewhere: “  ’T is no use to go seeking 
after Gypsies. When you wants to see them ’tis im
possible to find one of them; but when you are think
ing of other matters you see plenty, plenty of them.”

The evening sun, through the window, fell on a big 
jug of bluebells. “  Where did they come from ?”  
‘ ‘ Tlie gypsy woman brought them. She called this 
afternoon, dressed in a wonderfully good coat. She 
started to pitch a tale of grief over her lost baby, which 
apparently was one she had lost last year. Could I 
help her on her way by giving her any old clothes and 
> shilling? I would give her some old clothes, but, I 
Said, my husband gave you half a crown a week last 
Saturday in the woods. Just at that moment 
the tame robin hopped on to the mat and she 
exclaimed, ‘ Oh, the little dear ! Oh, the sweet 
p et! Fancy not being afraid ! My word, this must 
be a godly house ! ’ And I gave her an old bowler 
hat, an old blanket, and an old nightdress. She would 
insist on giving me three bunches of bluebells, and left 
reciting her usual piece of ‘ may you have good health, 
long life, and be very happy, me lady.’ ”  In this 
matter of barter, we were all pleased; there is nothing 
romantic about a bowler hat. But, looked at squarely, 
a race of outcasts must have its wits sharpened by ad
versity; it must, of necessity, know all the weaknesses 
of those who are its patrons. And again, suppose one 
by sign or word to the gypsy conveys to him an under
standing of his position? This, in my opinion, was 
the strength of Borrow and Lelaiul. By sympathy, 
they both told the gypsy that he was in the life- 
stream. Caste and outcast! the mind trembles at 
the history of both. But I remember lx.xing with a 
gypsy at a fair, and he could have knocked my head 
off, but he didn’t. And I still remember his smile as 
lie was sparring; and that was many years ago—before 
1 had learned that the first rule of life was injustice.

Whim seems to be the mover in the association of 
ideas. The tame robin was locked in the house acci
dently for three hours. During that time he had made 
a grand tour of all the rooms and a chrysalis I had 
keen carefully keeping was devoured by him; I shall

never know whether 
moth. Hunger of a

it was a red admiral or a tiger 
bird cut short all speculations.* * «Ml?

But for some curious reason, when told of this, «'>' 
mind reverted to a novel of Lyeskov, On the Edge o\ 
the World. A  peasant accompanies a bishop on a 
journey and they are both caught in a sn o w sto rm -  

The simple peasant without knowledge of abstract 
truth, but knowing the earth, saves himself and tic 
bishop, but not before the son of the soil had cal'-11 
the Holy Elements—even including the sponge. Cow
slips also recall the figure of Shakespeare’s Imogen: 
1 he deep orange mark inside the floweret always re
minds me of a woman who asked, ‘ ‘ What is it to llC 
false?”  No spring conies when I  can 
the water of clear running stream and see
ment of 
lines : —

grasses

llCIV AW.
look into the 

“ “ -R 's „ „ „  see the move*
unless I remember Swinburne s

" the full streams feed on flower of rushes, 
ipe grasses trammel a travelling foot,”  . • •

r }  as a pleasure to come across a passage 
nf T  S dhe Gypsies on memory and a s s o c ia t i ' ’11 
or neas. I g Ive it  in  f u l l ;  it may be useful to students 

ta' tl3 ’ " * 1C) "'HI never regret making a closer 
cquamtance of an individual who was a  man first and 

then a  writer :__

tin a summer day, when waking dreams J*o • 
wave before the fancy, it is pleasant to walk in 
noon-stillness along the Thames, for then we pa”” j 
series of pictures forming a gallery which 1 would no 
exchange for that of the Louvre, could I impress the« 
as indelibly upon the eye-memory as its works 31 
fixed on canvas. There exists in all of us a spirit«3 
photographic apparatus, by means of which 
might retain accurately all we have ever seen, 3,3 
bring out, at will, the pictures from the pigeon-hole” 
ol the memory, or make new ones as vivid as atig 1 
we see in dreams, but the faculty must be develop1 
in childhood. So surely as I am now writing this 
become, at some future day, a branch of educati"11, 
to be developed into results of which the wildest ««’ 
agination can form no conception, and 1 put the Pu 
diction on record. As it is, I am sorry that I 
never trained to this half-thinking, half-painting 3lt' 
since, it 1 had been, I should have left for dista«* 
days to come some charming views of .Surrey as it 3!’ 
pears in this decade.

Leland’s memory picture of “  The White Lion
” at

Cobham, where he met Samuel Petulengro, is more 
a work of art than the place itself at present, 
would have been surprised to-day, July 3, I93 >̂ b 
could have been present and- heard the wireless 3 
vertising stuff ”  from Normandy in an age "'hei^ 
everyone has everything except a glimpse of the • 
of living. He would also have been interested 
know the wiry, middle-aged man who was 1« 
haunts of the gypsy, and had been doing trick hoi”^ 
back riding at Aldershot. This would have cheer1-1 
the heart of a Romany Rye like that possessed 1 
Leland.

N icholas Muni'-

W ESLEY ’S TRIBUTE T o GLASGOW

It was Wesley’s fortune to meet with an 
Scotland more fatal than the fiercest opposition 'v' 
have been. Had bis followers been mor

obstacle j' 
old3

re generally .
posed they would have multiplied faster ; opposition W<>« '
have inflamed their zeal; it was neglected and died 

“  At Glasgow,”  he observes “  I preached on the 1 
Green to a people the greatest part of whom hear nn,c ’ 
know everything, and keei. nothing.”  . . . ‘ ‘ They " ‘ ,l 
as unmoved by Wesley as by one of tiieir own scof1- 
mists,” —Southey’s “  Life of Wesley,’ ’ p. 99.

i
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N ovelists and Freethought

Recent articles in secularist anil half-secularist publica- 
t,ons suggest that this subject is an interesting one. Of 
l'"urse we welcome all the support we can get from 
writers of fiction, though it is probable that on the who e 
1 lere is still in such books as much that is as favourable 
as mimical to religion Anil we remember the recent 
lssue Tv an eminent living novelist of The Fool hath 
S,vd' as well as numerous other pronouncements in sup- 
,K;r t°f current theological beliefs-notably a clever article 
"  lucli has very lately appeared in a newspaper by one of 
the most famous writers of detective stories. But we 
cannot attach much value to the views of novelists, un- 
lcss they show that they have at least a nodding acquaint- 
®.nce with the scientific, historical and other considera- 
tl(|ns which arc necessary to intelligent judgment on the 
l)01»ts involved.

s°me passages from novels may be worth quoting 
merely for their bright humour. Such is the following 
fl°m Crosbic- Garstin’s High Noon, spoken by a pirate 
captain when he was in hiding after shipwreck, concern- 
y  his narrow escapes from capture : “  Providence will 
*h°w a iigllt; Providence. Seems to me you young 
cHows nowadays aint■ got enough faith. Now 1 was 

mised strictly religious and have put my trust in Provi- 
. Uce all my life and believe me, Said, the number of 

lln'es it has scooped me out of the jaws of the gallows 
,l,e past counting past counting. . • • There was that 
tune oil Teneriffe. I got becalmed in the midst of the 
Hast Indies fleet. . . .°What did Providence do? Why 
"cut a fog aiKi 1 put forth sweeps and slipped away, leav- 
:;,T the India-men banging at their own shadows. . . . 
■ hen there was that President privateer. . . .  She tore 
’"c up cruel Swept me fore and aft with swivels loaded 
" lth old nails and musket balls. . . . Then what hap
pened? a  nine-pounder on her quarter-deck blew up, 
mllin. 1
Shinn,

W

her captain, first mate, steersman and three 
crs- Providence once more.” 

tlj Ve can appreciate, in Precious Pane, by Mary Webb, 
„ \ description of ridiculous occult practices, such as 
¡ir̂ 1 U'cating, ”  and also references to superstitions which 

Il0*; distinctively religious; as, for example, the 
wit;cTic outcry of the unfortunate girl who was afflicted 
bin 1 hare-lip : “  How could I help it if a hare ran in 
is fj. mother before I was born?”  (The quotation

°m memory and may not be word-perfect.) 
that'*’ jn ” eneral the more effective matter is, 1 take it, 
f„r "hich duly emphasizes facts and principles making 

e reJection of theology and other mysticism. In an 
rock'" J10ve  ̂ a Ime passage describes a group of lesser 
gei passes which stand out conspicuously from the 
5jjjcCra: Sllrface of the ground. These are fancifully 
ti,at|le<. ghosts. But, it is added, “  They are older 
(nv>M * ! sP;r'f ” —thus usefully suggesting the prehuman 
's logical) era.

]at ' nch better, however, are those found in H. G. Wells’ 
Ey.1 lloveF- And these are more highly to be valued 

J hse the author has abundantly displayed in The 
sj ° my of Frustration and elsewhere liis eoraprehen- 
i(] krasp of the course of development of theological 
fo rcu ,!"d ^  the significance and effect of the fall be- 
ant • 111— °wn (a lapse into Deism, referred to in his 
ii,-!! )10SraPhy), as well as that of other people. In Star 

've read : “  Otherworldliness, the idea of a 
' ° s  ̂ World, a spirit world side by side with actuality, 
lw  ” cs’4e every man his spirit—which is not really 

-beside the universe a Great Spirit. Whenever
s and

Aold Drops

■ Fory,
si n lllenfal going is a bit hard . . we lose focus c 
Nv] lor °ff into Ghostland . . . half way to dreamland, 
\V(;e.re oil rational checks are lost. In Ghostland, that 

"rm of spirit, you can find unlimited justifications for 
111 ’ ’»pulses; unlimited evasions of rational obligation 

*f r persistent confusing dualism . . . we are
kt■ eais> fears of primal curses and mystical sin, mas

full 
masocli-

’mpulses to sacrifice and propitiate and kneel and 
t|a'vl. ■ . It has taken me half a lifetime to free even
!!'-Vself _ from religious falsehood and from historical 

and from tradition.”
A collection of such passages might form a useful an-

Hes

■ ■ •oloirv J. R eeves.

The following passage which is taken from the Remin
iscences of the Versailles Peace Conference by Lloyd 
George, now appearing in the Daily Telegraph is of more 
than passing interest. President Wilson, says Mr. Lloyd 
George, gave way to an “  extraordinary outburst,”  in the 
course of which he said : —

Why lias Jesus Christ so far not succeeded in inducing 
the world to follow his teachings in these matters ? It is 
because he taught the ideal without devising any prac
tical scheme of carrying out his aims. That is the 
reason why I am proposing a practical scheme to carry 
out his aims.

On this Mr. Lloyd George comments :—

Clemenceau slowly opened his dark eyes to their widest 
dimensions and swept them round the Assembly to see 
how the Christians gathered round the table enjoyed this 
exposure of the futility of their Master.

One can easily imagine the twinkle in the eyes of the Old 
Freethinker, listening, from a professed Christian, to 
what Freethinkers had so often been persecuted for 
saying. He was listening again to the religious fustian 
which was being hawked as real broadcloth. It is the 
cheap chatter of those who either lack the intellectual 
clarity to see what poor, unreal stuff it is, or who are 
wanting in the courage to break away from the old creed. 
And the cream of the joke is that the “  futility ”  of 
Jesus was not used by Clemenceau, but by Lloyd George. 
We wonder what the parsonry will think of it ?

Colonel R. E. Martin is Chairman of the Education 
Committee of the Leicestershire County Council, and has 
as much right in his private capacity to advertise his re
ligion and to talk about it as anyone has. But he is cer
tainly not justified in using his position as Chairman of 
the Education Committee to advertise his religion and to 
offer an implied insult to other people. It is a great pity 
that zeal for Christianity does not develop a conscientious 
discharge of one’s public duties, and also an understand
ing of social life, in the absence of which no man is justi
fied in holding any public office whatever.

For example, the other day, Colonel Martin spoke 
to the pupils of the Grammar School at Market Har- 
borough, and he is reported in the Leicester Mercury as 
saying that the fault of many schools is that they have 
not enough religion. That alone was an expression 
that in such circumstances might have been better unsaid. 
But worse follows. The report goes on :—

Addressing the pupils, he said that without religion it 
is impossible for the human creature to reach, in this life, 
the level his creator intended him to reach, neither was 
it possible without religion for the people of this country 
to bear the responsibility this life inexorably put upon 
them. Never before was there a time when it was so 
necessary for people to keep their minds fixed wholly on 
what was right with strength and determination sustained 
by adherence to the Christian religion.

We do not imagine that Colonel Martin realizes it, but to 
many, what will strike them in these expressions is their 
downright impertinence. If Colonel Martin is not aware 
of people who have worked hard for all kinds of social 
reforms in Leicestershire, and who have played an 
honoured part in the history of the County, then he is 
totally unfit to be where he is. And the opinion that one 
cannot meet one’s private or public duties without being 
buoyed up by a number of quite improvable doctrines in
dicates a state of mind that certainly ought not to be 
occupying a position of importance in educational 
matters. Ignorance or impertinence is the only explana
tion.

'l’lie Bishop of Derby, for once, was responsible for a 
little plain speaking, the other day, when he demurred at 
what people called the “  poverty of the clergy.”  He 
claimed that “  the position of an incumbent, with security 
of tenure, a freehold house, and a regular income, was not 
a negligible one when contrasted with that of many lay
men.”  We expect that these words will not be enjoyed
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by the clergy in general—but they are true, all the same. 
For the hind of work the clergy give to the community— 
and apart from a little social help, it consists of bolstering 
up an utterly outworn superstition—they are exception
ally well paid and far better paid than most of them 
would be in other walks in life.

The Daily Express asked ten people, chosen at random, 
how they spent Sunday, and it is interesting to note that 
only one admitted going to church. Most of the others 
admitted a preference for “  entertainments ”  of some 
kind ; otherwise Sunday seems to be a “  dead ”  day for 
most people, many of whom find cinemas, when open, a 
great boon. Whether this confession upset one of the 
religious sub-editors or not is not known; but a sort of 
postscript was hastily tacked on to the article to say that 
3,000 people attended the City Temple to hear the Rev. 
Leslie Weathcrhead. A good preacher will, of course, 
have followers irrespective of his matter. No one 
preached more futile rubbish than Spurgeon, but he 
could always attract huge audiences. Hut the little sym
posium mentioned above indicates the truth about aver
age church-going far better than the numbers some 
favourite preacher can gather to hear him. And it is not 
pleasant for the Church.

At the Kingswood Methodist School Speech Day, Dr. 
Leslie lhirgin, M.I’ ., delivered a witty speech. It was 
nothing to the Methodist Recorder reporter’s humour. 
The latter remarked on the excellent Cinema Film pro
duced entirely by Methodist students, adding :—

And it one wondered whether John Wesley would have 
approved of present-day Kingswood’s remarkable 
achievements in athletics, it was a comforting thought 
that his shade has had nearly two hundred years in which 
to reconsider those rather stern rules of his.

‘ ‘ A comforting thought,”  to know that tlicir Founder 
had been in his grave two hundred years! Well, well.

The recent—very recent—display of Christian opposi
tion to anti-Semitism betrays an uneasy conscience 
rather than a sense of justice. There is some excellent 
and salutary evidence of the former in the Methodist 
Recorder article by the Rev. Henry Carter :—

A Christian who knows, even in outline, the story of 
the relations of the Christian Church and the Jews must 
look back with sorrow and penitence on the cruelties 
which church-leaders have heaped upon Jewish com
munities in bygone centuries. In almost every country 
which has borne the name “ Christian ”  fierce and bloody 
persecutions have been directed against Jewish commun
ities, humiliating alike to oppressors and oppressed. The 
hateful word “  pogrom ”  comes from Russia, recalling 
the fury with which Jews were hounded to death, in 
period after period and place after place, under the 
Czarist regime. The “  ghetto,” or Jewish quarter, where 
in earlier ages the crowded Hebrew population of a city 
was compelled to live, in separation from other citizens, 
still survives in some eastern Kuropean countries. Vio
lence and injustice blot the long record of the dealings 
of organized Christianity with the Hebrew race. The 
pitiful fact, which should challenge every Christian mind 
at this time, is that in Germany, and in countries where 
German influence is strong, the worst chapters in Jewish 
history are now being rewritten.

There is no question of the debt that Christians owe the 
Jews. Some day perhaps mankind will realize that what 
Mr. Carter calls : “  Freedom to profess and practise re
ligion at the bidding of conscience ”  is not liberty nor 
even toleration in itself. Freedom demands the abolition 
of privilege. blasphemy laws on the one hand, and 
State-aided religious education on the other, stand as 
enemies to liberty of thought.

We like the tone of the Rev. Charles R. Cook, in the 
Methodist Recorder, who deplores the “  Anti-God Con
gress,”  and is “ not disposed to challenge or defend”  the 
Home Secretary’s decision to “  allow ”  the Congress to 
be held. Mr. Cook at least does not think that ‘ ‘ our 
duty ”  (as Christians) is to interfere with Atheists by 
violent ways. His idea is that all the Churches should 
meet—and pray for our conversion. Why not? But we 
fear that Mr. Cook’s religious optimism is founded on 
false history—or mythology, lfe says : —

What results could follow ? When Samuel Chad ’been tola
ban«began his open-air work in Leeds, I have 0

and his colleagues were systematically oppose ^  ̂ (of the Gosp 
but won forof Atheists. Eventually these enemies 

were not only vanquished in argument,
Christ; and opponents were turned into advoca e 
suggest a similar victory awaits the forces of t iethis extraordma n

the Congress 
marie

become on their return if “  the Lord’s Ren

dom of God in this country as they face 
challenge. Delegates wil be coming to 
many foreign countries. What missionaries they ight

----- membrancers

had prevailed in the meantime! Why not? “  0ur 
is able! ”

We should like the name and address of one—j">t f)IK 
of the Sheffield Band of Atheists who were converted d 
viasse by Mr. Chadwick. Surely one at least is still abu ’ 
Chadwick himself died only a year or two ago.  ̂ IC, 
again, why not put Mr. Cook’s suggestion to the test- 
all our Freethought Congress Delegates get convertc' 
within a week after the Congress, we could guaran 
that there would never be another International Free- 
thought Congress in England. Will the Churches agree 
to abstain from further prayer if their prayers on t>1? 
occasion fail ?

“  He’s worn out Three Prayer Books,”  is a headline 1,1 
the Sunday Dispatch. It appears that a Rutlandshire 
couple have used these prayer-books at “  family prayer 
every day for fifty years. Mark Twain used to say he 
wore out the seats of a dozen pair of trousers every S'1'11 
mer on his famous “  walking ”  tours. We presume tin 
Dispatch story aims at telling us that the Prayer Booh” 
were usEFui, for some purpose or other—lamp-stands 01 
the like. If the happy couple had been in the habit oj 
throwing the Prayer-Books at each other, they wouW 
nevei have lasted a third of a year. Had they merely been 
Reading the books, one book would have lasted for yc»^, 
\\ c lia\e a well-thumbed Shakespeare, which we boii.u 1 
foity years a<̂ o, and we have seen volumes much oldcf> 
decently read and excellently preserved.

If we were to eliminate all the “  dream revelations 
from the history of religion, there would be little left <>■ 
the world’s “  Saviours ”  and “  Saints.”  A new booh 
ibout the legendary St. Patrick (by Oliver Gogarty) " "was

hadminds us that the Irish missionary’s “  Mission 
determined by a dream.”  lie  dreamt that he 
ceived a number of letters and heard a voice—or vo'1 
calling him “  Holy Boy.”  The best of legends is ^ 

no two narrators agree as to the “  facts.”  Already» 
Gogarty has been accused of misrepresentation. I’ 11’. J  
sor Macalister claims that the “  Ploly Boy ”  business 
new one on him, and that instead of the dream 
place in Guide Oireland, it took place in Macedonia" 
what are a few thousand miles where Saints and dre."1 
arc concerned ?

Tex McLeod, known on the Music-halls as a rope* atl 
yarn-spinner, contributes the following to the 5« ,!“ 
Referee

I heard tell of a Scotsman who went to heaven, ail'1
toasked Peter if he thought it was an interesting P'atC 

live.
“  Where do you come from?’ asked Peter.
“  From Glasgow, the finest city in the world.” ,t 
“  Well, you can try heaven,”  said Peter, “  but I u° 

suppose you’ll like it after Glasgow.”

|F ifty  Y ears Ago

Prophet Baxter says the world is coming to an cn<I 1 
1901, yet, we are informed, lie is now trying to turn 
Christian Herald property into a limited company. 
ter is reported to be describing it as a good investmcl j 
though the shareholders would have to get their cap1̂  
back in thirteen years. Baxter might reply that if ” K.- 
get interest for thirteen years they won’t require tl,c  ̂
capital afterwards, but why doesn’t he set the exampR 
belief in his own nostrum? Tf he believes his propl'cC' 
he is taking advantage of other people’s ignorance ”• 
selling a short lease as a freehold.

The Freethinker, Ju ly 22, 188&
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t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
F ounded b y  G. W. FOOTE

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
Telephone No. : CENlRAt 2412.

TO C O R R E SPO N D E N T S.

fakirs who fattened upon the credulity of the more credu
lous section of the Christian world with the “  End of the 
World ”  fraud. But the approaching end of the world, 
did not prevent the Rev. Dr. buying and leasing 
property regardless of the fact that the end of the world 
was at hand, and he renewed the lease of his own house 
for fifty years—which would have carried far beyond the 
date when Christ was coining in all his glory to take Dr. 
Gumming and his followers straight to heaven. So 
Punch comments :—

„ / • „ - - - W o  note your pleasure in reading The Tyranny 
Publisl' 1 ■ ° K<Ieu and Richard’s Meaning of Meaning was 
scconYi 1927 at I2S- 6d. It should be possible to get a 
re;l(1 ' Ian<l copy. Both are capital works, and when we 
like flllU<  ̂^ al ' s written or talked about, we feel we should 
a„ e ° make it a condition of writing, that one should pass 
two -';r " ati011 'U a couPle of books of the quality of these 
deirl ° r -tlle su,Jiect matter, they are both simply and 
R'eat'' ,'1' r’Utn' It is perhaps worthy of note that one 
tkink 111 , nce in Ogden’s mental life was that great Free-

r> Jeremy Bentham.
Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 

uttc,'g-rkin^ t,le PassaSes lo which they wish us to call

tne services of the National Secular Society in con- 
m. l0.n w‘th Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
Bo*tflti0nS should he addressed to the Secretary, R. H. 

Order* l*' <’ 'v*n£ as long notice as possible, 
of r ° r ^terature should be sent to the Business Manager 

nc Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.a,
M l n ° l t0 the F-dilor.

« and Postal Orders should be made payable to
n ‘ 1C Fioneer Press,”  and crossed ”  Midland Bank, LL 

TheC," ' CnUe^ Branch.”
rct Freethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
1 ’lrn- Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

n / ° rted to this office, 
lishi , ree hinker ”  will be forwarded direct from the Pub- 

1 ng Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
UC v m r  , - f  . -----  7,0

The
$¡>1

year, j5/ . ; haif yeaTi 7/6; three months, 3/9. 
offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular

1ociety Limited, arc now at 6S Farringdon Street, London 
. - P-4. Telephone: Central 1367. 

f i,lre notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
?-c -4 by -the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
’nserted.

Sugar Plum s

Mr. Punch finds in a Liverpool journal the following 
part of a lecture which Dr. Cumming has been delivering 
on “  Pioperty—“  He has been,”  he said “  taunted in 
columns of Punch with having, notwithstanding his be
lief that the world was to come to an end in 1867, re
cently renewed the lease of his house for 50 years. The 
accusation, although not literally, was generally true, 
but his answer was that a belief in property should not 
override commonsense.”

Punch comments

And by no person should he have been applauded more 
loudly than by Mr. Punch, if that gentleman had had the 
good fortune to be in the schoolroom at Claugliton, where 
the lecture is reported to have been delivered. The last 
quoted sentence is so admirably frank that Mr. Punch 
cannot withhold his tribute of admiration. I11 other 
words, although it is all very well in the way of business 
to work the old Hebrew scrolls, which boil down into 
capital stock for the thin but rather spicy soup vended 
by the Doctor, he has no notion of eating his own 
cookery, and we wish we were as certain of our 
friend’s orthography as we are of his commonsense, 
and we would give a trifle, say the next three hundred 
Tipperarian sonnets, to know whether he does not, in his 
our private ledger, spell Prophets as worldly people 
spell the opposite of losses.

One certain thing is that Dr. Cumming, who was a 
very prominent preacher in his day, did not fool himself 
where money was concerned. On one occasion Mrs. 
Harriet Law, a well-known lecturer on the Freethought 
platform, offered to buy some property that Dr. Gumming 
had just purchased, at something below the price paid, 
the money to be paid at once, the purchase to take effect 
a few years after the date he had given for the end of the 
world. The offer was not accepted. There was no doubt 
as to the way Dr. Gumming thought about ‘ ‘ prophets ”  
in his own private communion.

for . number of requests have already been received 
p K^ets for the business meeting of the International 
iii.r ^*0SS> the Public Demonstration on the Sunday even- 
(fre 01 which a limited number of reserved seat tickets 

are ’ssuct-l) and tickets for the Dinner (10s. 6d.). 
- Wh o  have written will receive replies as early as 

t” a • ^  e would remind everyone that if they wish
or ' ,\0U' ^appointment, applications for tickets for any 

ll ° f  the above functions must be made early.

*s an enormous quantity of propagandist litera- 
1 '• )cil,g sent into this country from Italy, Germany and 
s i i , W e  raise no complaint at this, although the 

notice taken of it by those in high quarters is sig- 
ail(, ,l"t. lint wc are glad to see others taking a hand, 
Eh cor<lially commend the Pax Peace Review, pub- 
j|(, 11 d jn Prague, and written in the Interests of 011c of the 
i, 1 fhiest countries in Europe. Pax is a well printed 
T liE ’aper of twelve pages, and is full of useful articles. 
a'um distributing office in England is 18 Grosvenor Cres- 
j 1 ’ Mews, S.W .I. As there is 110 price on the paper, we 

csutne it is distributed free. \Ye advise sending for a
°hy.

„(• *'le following passages taken from a letter sent by one 
•|,. ""r lady readers, Mrs. Tv. Trask, will be of interest. 
; K“-V are taken from Punch's History of Modern Eng- 

(Vol 2 rS57-’74). To those of our readers who are 
 ̂' acquainted with the name of Dr. Cumming, it should 

said that this gentleman was one of. those religious

When we were a youth there was another exploitation 
of religious fools which took a very solid form at Chat
ham. The immediate second coming of Christ was 
preached by a sect—Je/.reelites, we think they were called 
—and Chatham was fixed upon as the place at which Jesus 
would land. Perhaps Chatham was selected because it 
would mean a cheap railway ride from London, or because 
some of the leaders of the sect lived there, or because 
they owned land there and looked for an increased value 
per square foot. At any rate a large sum of money was 
collected, and a very large and solid tower on which Jesus 
might land or live was built. The date came, the fools 
came, but no Jesus. The tower was standing some few 
years back, but we are not sure if it is still there. But 
while it stood, it was a fine and solid example of the way 
in which fools anil rogues get on together within the 
bounds of the Church.

Everyone will, or ought to, welcome the two latest addi
tions to the Thinker’s Library (Watts and Co., is. each). 
One is The Pair Haven, by Samuel Butler, an ironical 
defence of orthodox Christianity, which greatly puzzled 
the reviewers on its issue. It is a book that every Free
thinker should read, and even though one has already 
read it so cheap an edition will provide a new excuse 
for reading it again. The second volume is a very handy 
(and so far.as we have been able to judge by glancing 
through it) a comprehensive Dictionary of Scientific 
Terms, by Dr. C. M. Beadnell. The Dictionary extends 
to over 200 pages. A most useful work.
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This last work reminds us of a book that we have had in 
view for a considerable time, but have never found leisure 
enough to do more than make a few notes towards it. This 
is an encyclopedia for Freethinkers which gives a brief 
description of scientific, theological, and philosophical 
terms in common use. Each description to take the form 
of a thumb-nail essay on th'e subject named, leaving out 
controversial interpretations as far as is possible. Many 
might contribute to the book, but to give it unity it is 
essential that the» final form be given by one man to 
every description. Our work grows at such a rate, 
that we are never likely to be able to do the book alone. 
Above all the book must be done in a leisurely manner. 
Such a work simply cannot be satisfactorily done by one 
of those jobbing writers who are ready to turn out any 
book to order. Dr. llcadnell strikes us as a suitable 
editor.

Mr. G. Whitehead will be in the Newcastle area for a 
week commencing to-day (July 24), and it is hoped that 
local Freethinkers will help by being in attendance. 
Pioneer Press publications may be purchased and details 
of membership obtained. The support of unattached 
Freethinkers will be welcomed.

The Spectator which is not a paper that is likely to give 
much aid to real Freethinking, remarks that on the ques
tion of the ridiculous Blasphemy Bill, and the 165 who 
voted in its favour, ‘ ‘ the lobby had been well organized,”  
which means that those who had not been led to vote as 
they did by sheer stupidity and bigotry, had been coerced 
by threats of what might happen when election time came 
round again. The Spectator also quotes “  an elderly and 
venerable Member, known universally for his deep 
Christian sincerity,”  as saying, ‘ ‘ This is the worst thing 
this Parliament has done.”  Well, we can hardly imagine 
a Christian of the stamp of Gladstone, helping either a 
character such as Captain Ramsav or supporting his 
Bill.

E conom ic and Social Patterns in 
E arly  Christianity

(Continued from page 452)

We find that a series of central passages in the Gos
pels supports this analysis. First, the parable of 
Lazarus and Dives. The beggar and the rich man. 
Suddenly comes the “  transfiguration ”  of death. The 
beggar is in a heaven of plenty; the rich man in a hell 
of torment and privation. Why? Not because the 
beggar was “  good ”  and the rich man “  bad,’ ’ but 
simply because the beggar was beggar and the rich 
man rich.

Remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things : 
but here he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. 
(Luke xvi. 19-26.)

There is no further explanation; no other explana
tion is needed. In Judaic writings, as in Greek, one 
can see a general sense of evil-eye fear over the posses
sion of wealth in a world where so many starve; and 
this fear suggests that the fortunate man may be liable 
to come to a bad end unless he is careful to propitiate 
tlie deities. But nowhere is it suggested that riches 
as riches damn a man for eternity, and that poverty 
means eternal blessedness hereafter—that is, after the 
Transformation.

Here is the one point of originality in Christianity; 
and a very profound point il is. The reversal 
demanded is that .of which mankind had been aware as 
a possibility of hope or fear ever .since classes origi
nated. For instance, as far back as about 2500 n.c. 
there had been a revolution of the dispossessed in

J uly 24,

e fi"1'

-es wealth-

Egypt, and in / he Admonitions of a Prophet W1 
the reversal-theme stated in its simple fullness : 

Behold lie that had nothing now possesses 
i he great man praises him.

Behold, he that had no shade now hath shade. They 
that had shade are in the full blast of the storm- 
Behold, he that had no knowledge of harp-play’”-' 

now possess a harp. He too whom man never sang, 
now praises the goddess of music. . ,

Behold, they that possessed beds now lie 011 ; 1L 
ground. He that slept with dirt, now stuffs for 1’’’"' 
self a cushion, etc., etc.22

But now for the first time the dispossessed coiifi 
dently claim back their lost world. Their challen^
is b u t  thinly veiled by the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n - f a n ^ 2!

(death conceived as the Judgment which refuses to
come as a fact upon earth).

The most important passages
ivliicl'

show ti,; , „  - however, W
We ^  in tIle Gospels are the Beatitudes.

. take tIle words of Luke  in full (vi. 20-26). 
heave,» C<' t! i>C ' C P °or i f°r yours is the kingdom ,lf
shall hn sneSf ed are -ve tlmt hunger now: f°r -L 
ye sL u  , eu BIessed ™  ye that weep now; f f  
vou 1 <U!-" '* messe(l are ye when men shall 1 
coin nan v T " , tkfy  slla]1 separate you from tl’c" 
nann- -1 ■ . "u fs 1:1 ' reproach you and cast out y01" 
in tint risfV1 ’ the Son °f  Man’s sake. Rejoice ye 
is «reit 3 ,a" 1 eap for J ° y : for behold, your reward 

k t m heaven—for in the like manner did tlieir
fathers unto the prophets.

But woe unto you that are rich ! for ye l'a' c
re

ceived your consolation. Woe unto you that arc h’E 
for >'e shall hunger. Woe unto ye that laugh no" ’ 
for ye shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you 
all men speak well of you! for so did their fathers t0 
the false prophets.

1 he matter could not be more explicitly stated. 
in this mood of absolute trust in the fulfilment of T c 
Reversal, what need is there to resist? what need m 
there to struggle against the evil of the world ? 0llt’ 
can bless and love it all, for one knows that 1 lC 
Reversal is fated.

If one has anv monev nr nossessions. then ofany money or possessions, in'-” 1  ̂
course, the only tiling to do is to get rid of then' • 
once. Sell all thou hast and give it to the poor. 0 . 
Matthew and Luke leave no reservations. Noth''1-" 
must lie kept back. To keep back a fraction would 
to express doubt in the reality of the imminent and 
manent Transfiguration. The Transfiguration whi^1̂ . 
any rate will come after levelling death has done 
work. The whole point of the Christian message 1 
in the emphasis on all. As we have seen, the t"e 
command to expend much in charity and ali"S "
common to the Judaic tradition; it was common in leŝ

id

emphatic form to Egyptian or Greek. “  Give "E 
was the specific Christian command.

He liatli put down the mighty from their seats a  ̂
exalted them of low degree. lie  hath filled 
hungry with good tilings and the rich he hath SL 
empty away.23

Not because they were wicked, but because 
were rich. The mere giving of alius is specific"1 • 
denounced as no solution. The rich man is d a"" '1-1 
without question. Unless he gives up everything» L 
is utterly damned.

Verily 1 say unto you, It is hard for a rich man 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again, 1 
unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through ‘ 
needle’s e\‘e than for a rich man to enter into B 
kingdom of heaven.24

The Lit. oj the Ancient Egyptians, Ennan. pp. 92-108.
23 Luke i 52L Compare also viii. 2b ; xii. 16-21; xiv.

14. Also xvi., where riches are put into basic contrast " ’ 
truth.

24 Luke xi. a great outburst of hatred against the men 
keep the system of commercialism going, the business-"11'” 
and the lawyers.
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Hiis emotion of entire surrender could persist only 
" hilc tlie pressure of crisis was felt irresistible. As 
80011 as that pressure passed, only a very few indivul- 
Uals could keep up at such an intense standard of re
nunciation. The Transformation did not come off. 
Nothing happened; men weren’t rapt up in the ail like 
angels before the storm of shining Judgment. If 
, ristianity was to continue as a Church, as a co- 
ltrent and
"'e pure Gospel to the Poor 
, e find various dilutions of tilt* i>uie Taitli in the 

Gospels. The command to give all things fades into 
■' strong recommendation of charity.

He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that 
hath none; and he that hath food, let him do llke- 
wise. (I,uke iii. 10 14).2S

Give to every one that asketh thee; and of linn that 
taketh away thy goods ask them not again. (Luke
V1- 30.)

These are still drastic orders. Though they 110 
haiger show the pure Faith in the certainty of the 
* ’ ansforniation, they yet show an intensity of sur
render far above anything in preceding ethics except 
Perhaps among a few ascetic groups. Put once the 
Imre ' • 
there

V I.—Dilution

and expanding group, it could not maintain 
re Gostiel tr> dm 1

injunction is diluted, the rest is easy. Since 
Chr' 'S 110 llleans ° f  measuring how much charity is 
111 ri tlUn’ ^he matter becomes more and more one of 
Vean SUhjective inclination. The simple and unper- 
„ /  1 ‘ ê order “  Whosoever he be of you that re- 
ci;;;n- t h  not all that lie hath, he cannot be my dis- 
jjj ls already forgotten. We are on the way to
i. homiletics against covetousness and avarice
j. f ahe heed and beware of covetousness, for a man’s 
lie c°nsisteth not in the abundance of things which 
I^Possesseth . . and so on. Excellent morality, 
th 1" n°  way different from all the commonplaces of

0 Judaic and pagan sages.26
ls ,;nt a short step to the introduction of subjec- 

f()tí e(luivocations which destroy the whole original 
,li "/ the Gospels. We see the intrusion of these 
„ i ^ i o n s  in their full strength when the clear state- 
.1/ / ^ l,ke, “  lllesscd are ye poor,”  becomes in 
\\(i 1 lCU’ “  ® J essc(f are the poor in spirit.”  And 
CQlei1 1-uke’s “  Blessed are ye that hunger now,”  be- 
t| !ncs ^laUhew’s “  Blessed are they that hunger and 
,n-1 st after righteousness.”  What Pharisee ever ad 

*j,j that he didn’t hunger for righteousness?
>e meanings attached to the phrase “  poor in 

i, ny commentators— from Nietzsche's incorrect 
inj^r-spirited ”  to the Christian-democrat’s equally 
jf r,ect ”  spirited poor ” —have been many. But 
a " e .f'eat in mind the tendencies which we are 
ine intent is plain. “  Poor in spirit ”
t °r •y means: You needn’t give up your wealth 

)e saved, all you need to do is to be spirit 
. y a poor man, to have the same emotions of sub 
felon and trust that a poor man has in the Transfor

mation
il'e way was now opened to all dilutions; the Gos- 

1 s "'ere made safe for the rich. There was no 
 ̂ "ger tlie need to take the statements literally; when- 
Ver they became inconvenient, the clergy would find 

symbolic interpretation which would make things 
5 ’ *»• you.

i'e hope for the great Reversal still persisted.

but God has chosen the weak things of the world 
1,1 confound the things which are mighty, and base 
G'higs of the world, and things which are des
pised. . . .

j t f  Mat. xviii. 8; Mark ix. 45, where the need for abs 
e choice is emphasized in the strongest language possi b

bake xiv. 26; xii. 15.

As unknown and yet well known; as dying, and 
behold we live; as chastened, and not killed, as sor
rowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing all 
things.21

The last two phrases are of especial interest. The 
first declares that the dispossessed masses are the pro
ducers of the wealth which they do not share; the 
second declares that though robbed of their fruit these 
masses are the inheritors of the Bond, the sense of 
evolving human unity, the socialized method which 
makes man capable of mastering nature, creating 
plenty, and so “  possessing all things.”

Or take the splendid denunciation of the rich in 
James v. beginning, “  Go to now, ye rich, weep and 
howl for your miseries that are coming upon you.”  
And ending with the accusation that it is the rich who 
have crucified the redeemer (made the Transformation 
impossible as an earthly fact). “  Y e  have lived deli
cately and taken your pleasure; ye have nourished 
your hearts in a day of slaughter. Ye have con
demned, ye have killed the righteous one.”  2S

J ack L in d say .
(To be continued)

This W orld or the N ext

J ust as the Church never loses, if it can help it, an 
opportunity of boosting the Bible as “  the source of 
England’s greatness,”  or as “  the Book of the Eng
lish people,”  so it never loses an occasion to boost up 
those Christians who have left some mark on history. 
The recent celebrations in connexion with the “  re
conversion ”  of Wesley are a case in point; and if 
Wesley’s “  great ”  mission is referred to, one can be 
nearly certain that George Whitefield, Wesley’s con
temporary, will be almost equally honoured. Mr. 
Lloyd George, in a recent number of the Listener, 
devoted a long article to Whitefield as “  England’s 
Greatest Orator ” —which, after all, is a matter of 
opinion, as it is not easy to prove such a positive as
sertion. Whitefield undoubtedly was a great preacher, 
and could hold vast audiences; but his particular brand 
of religion was of the sternest Calvinistic type, and it 
certainly made little appeal to the cultured classes of 
his day.

These glowing eulogies of both Wesley and White- 
field are more remarkable for their fervour than then- 
accuracy. The old trick of identifying a religious re
vival with social reform has again been carefully 
worked; but it cannot be too strongly emphasized 
that while these evangelists and their followers made 
thousands of religious people more expressively re
ligious, they made practically no impression on Deists 
and other “  heretics.”  As for their influence on real 
social reform, it was almost nil. Our modern eulo
gists are simply dishonest when they- claim that a 
manifestation of religion is the equivalent of better 
social conditions.

England in the eighteenth century was a land of 
great contrasts. There were two nations here then as 
there were later, when Disraeli wrote his Sybil. Side 
by side with great literary activity, among the com
paratively few, there was tremendous illiteracy among

-7 1 Cor. i 26-29; 2 Cor. vi. 9-10.
2* There is definitely an anti-imperialist flavour in such 

outbursts. Cf. with tin- rejoicings in the Apocalypse over 
the imagined fall of Rome. The writer cries to those whom 
Rome has broken, “  God hath judged your judgment upon 
her.”  Cf. too the curses in the forged Sibylline verses, “  O 
how shah thou weep then, despoiled of thy glittering gar
ments and clad in mourning! . . . The glory of thy legions, 

' with their proud eagles will disappear.”
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the many. The question of religion and Freethought 
(or rather Deism) was looked upon by the mass of 
l>cople with more or less indifference—though it must 
be admitted that Woolston’s pamphlets against the 
miracles of Jesus had a large circulation. The clergy 
as a whole, however, were as Green records, “  the 
most remiss of their labours in private, and the least 
severe in their lives.”  They were often dirty, and 
drunken, as well as illiterate.

But the masses of the people were in a deplorable 
state. They were, says Green, “  ignorant and brutal 
to a degree which is hard to conceive, for the vast in
crease of population which followed on the growth of 
towns and the development of manufactures had been 
met by no effort for their l'eligious and educational 
improvement. Not a new parish had been created. 
Hardly a single new church had been built. Schools 
were none save the grammar schools of Edward and 
Elizabeth . . . within the towns things were worse. 
There was no effective police; and in great outbreaks, 
the mob of London or Birmingham burnt houses, flung 
open prisons, and sacked and pillaged at their will. 
The criminal class gathered boldness and numbers in 
the face of ruthless laws which only testified to the 
terror of society, laws which made it a capital crime 
to cut down a cherry tree, and which strung up twenty 
young thieves of a morning in front of Newgate; 
while the introduction of gin gave a new impetus to 
drunkenness.”

Green really understates the condition of great sec
tions of society in England during the eighteenth 
century; but readers .of the contemporary literature 
will have some knowledge of the depravation and vice 
in their worst forms into which the country had sunk. 
VVliat people looked like in those days can be seen in 
the pictures of Hogarth, which bring even nearer to 
home the condition of things, than the work of Smol
lett, or Fielding, or lesser known writers.

The eulogies which we are constantly reading of 
Whitelield and Wesley, make us feel it was to change 
the whole moral outlook of England that they directed 
their energies. It was preaching the so-called pure 
and inspiring Gospel of Christ, his love and pity (most 
of us know how the words “  love ”  and “  pity ”  are 
enlarged and worked upon by pious enthusiasts) for 
the oppressed, and his “  Saving Grace ”  that made 
the two revivalists famous. They came before the 
masses with the Word; and they completely regener
ated the face of England.

That is the claim; and it is interesting to see how 
that claim has been pushed to its very limits. To 
read what eminent churchmen and statesmen like Mr. 
Lloyd George say of Wesley and Whitefield, one 
would imagine that after all their labours, England 
was regenerated, and that a new and happy land rose 
from the smoking pyres of the old, and for ever van
ished blot on civilization. The truth is, that it is 
doubtful whether England was one whit better for all 
their preaching.

Of course, more people professed Christianity. 
There were thousands, perhaps hundreds of thou
sands of people, who went about with doleful faces 
shrieking that they were saved. We have seen similar 
converts in our own day, and it would be difficult to 
find more unhappy folk. Green points out that the 
preaching of Whitefield made women fall down in 
convulsions; strong men were smitten suddenly to 
earth; hysteric laughter or sobbing interrupted the 
preacher. The violent Calvinism of Whitefield must 
have caused the utmost terror in the illiterate mobs 
who were moved by his passionate appeals to lie saved 
from the wrath of Christ. Even Wesley, who was far 
more sane in his outlook than Whiteficld, had to
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break with his fellow preacher. Even he could uot 
stand the religious rubbish which poured with unceas
ing fervour from “  our greatest orator.”

I do not doubt for a moment that both men were 
influenced by the highest ideals, and that they really 
believed that they were regenerating England 1 
awakening them from what Mr. Lloyd George calk 

spiritual torpor and moral degradation.*’ 
fact remains that the social conditions in which 1 lc 
people of England lived were not one whit improve
I hey died like flies from small-pox and other diseases, 
they lived under insanitary conditions which can 
hardly be imagined these days. The amusements 0 
the poorer classes were often of revolting cruelty. Ba(l 
as are the cases of crueltv to children and animals eve'1 
m our own “  enlightened ”  days, the way in "hid' 
htllc children were made to work after the days of the 
wonderful preaching of Wesley and Whitefield, at the 
end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nine
teenth century, forms one of the blackest pages in " 1C
II story of industry. Men and women were hanged 

public for crimes which, in these days, would ha\e 
meant a paltry fine; indeed, I  read the other day d>a 
small boys were executed for stealing apples, and wem 
taken to the gallows crying. That this is no exag
geration, let me quote from the preface to Barnab) 
Rudge : —

\\ hen the husband of Mary Jones (aged eighteen! 
u.is pressed, their goods were seized and she, 'vl 1 
two small children, were turned into the street 
begging. She went to a linendraper’s shop, tot* 
some coarse linen from the counter, and slipped " 
under her cloak ; the shopman saw her and she la,( 
it down; for this she was hanged. Her defence "•') 
that she had lived in credit, and wanted for nothin.- 
till a press gang came and stole her husband; 1,1,1 
Since then she had no bed; nothing to give hc' 
children to ea t; and they were almost naked; an" 
perhaps she might have done something wrong, f"* 
she hardly knew what she did. The parish officers 
testified to the truth of her story. When brought t° 
receive sentence she behaved' in such a frantic 
manner as proved her mind to be in a deslractcd a"1' 
desponding state; and the child was suckling at l!t'r 
breast when she set out for Tyburn.

Did the rousing call (or recall) to religion, made W 
Wesley and Whitefield, do away with such horrois • 
Did shrieking for Jesus to come and save them a"1 
their kind have any effect in preventing such ghastj) 
exhibitions of revolting cruelty? Did penal reform >"
any shape come from revivalists as such ? Is it nut 
fact that it was the work of the great humanists— ln>

• * . , thewere in most cases h reethinkers—which gave
really first impetus to secular, as distinguished fr°  ̂
religious, reforms? Men like Romilly, Paine, a11 
Bentham, with almost the whole of organized rclig"’

aib'
ofagainst them, did more to do away with cruelty in 

shape in a comparatively few years, than centuries 
religious effort.

That people still believe in religion is beside d’L 
point. Though the Methodists are losing in ll".111
bers, I admit that they are still a power for the nun1’as

of
tenance of Christianity. They can boast, howevei, 
milch as they like about the greatness of Wesley 
Whiteficld; their leaders know, if they know anyth'"' 
at all, that the religion and theology for which '  ̂
two revivalists stood, is almost as dead as the E L | 
which Whitefield so fervently preached. The ,L.'1 
cry, nowadays, is not so much to be saved from f 1'* 
through the blood of Jesus, as to improve the liv'"" 
conditions of men and women in this world r>°"’ 
People do not want the Methodist heaven; they u " 1 .
better food, and work, and houses, and leisure, il" 
amusements, with no anxiety for their old age.
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plain language, it is Secularism which is the modern I themselves know the other Jewish types, 
gospel; it is not the Christian conception of Paradise | tiles do not.

Most Gen-

f'n which modern people care two hoots. Now is the I 
tllne» and here is the place where we want happiness; 
,llu' that, of course, is Secularism.

H. Cutnkr.

w bat The Jew s H ave Taught Me

I know the sensitive, shrinking Jew, poetic, torn by 
rebuffs and hatreds, his face a living tragedy on which 
the sad fate of his race is being written. I  know the 
gentle old Jew, music-loving, family-loving. I  know 
the plump Jewish housewife, witty, practical, hospit
able, bustling over her pots and p an s like a florist 
among his flowers. I  know the jolly Jewish maiden, 
energetic, inquisitive, gobbling knowledge, dances, 
concerts, art exhibits, in a series of full-hearted gulps. 
How can I lump all these into one and turn up my 
nose at them collectively? Perhaps a little against

' AM a Soy of the goyim, a Gentile American of I uritan I my j  have come to love them. 
slock- All my closest friends and most of my many 
acquaintances are non-Jewish. And how non-Jewish 
"'»st of them are ! I hear much more spoken against 
the Jew than for him, for my Jew-hating friends are 
articulate, while the Jews I know have something,
Perhaps a form of pride, which makes them reticent.

Among the Jews I have found more genuine loyalty, 
more understanding, more compassion and more gen
erosity, than my Jew-hating friends would ever be
lieve could exist. Where the Gentile gives five dol
lars to a charity, the Jew gives a hundred. A  secret, 
whatever its nature, is inviolate with a Jew. There

<or some 20 years my activities have brought me I js aimost nothing a friend can ask which a Jew will not
!nt0 close contact with Jews of every social leVel. I 
k,l0'v the wealthy Jew, the intellectual Jew, the 
rahI>i. tlie Jew who is a humble worker or small trader.
1 ''ave been swindled by Jews, have lent money to 
and 'arrowed from Jews, have employed Jews. Alto
gether I am as well qualified as anyone I know to 
1* rilosophize about them.

What is it which sets these people apart from others? 
think there are two absolutely universal cliaracter- 

!stlcs which mark every single Jew of my acquaint- 
as different from Gentiles as a group. Put these 

qualities are not the ones which are popularly sup- 
'"’S(-d to be characteristically Jewish.

p°r example, I  am unable to attribute sharp com- 
’’’crcial practice to the Jews as a race. Experience

grant, no matter what the personal inconvenience.
One of my friends, opposed to the Jews, is President 

of a chess club. These are his words to me : “  Our 
club is about two-fifths Jews in numbers, but on 
tournament night you’d think there wasn’t a Gentile 
in it. They take an interest. You give a set of chess
men to a Gentile boy, and he likes it, plays a little, 
even joins a club. But the Jewish boy first thing 
you know is trying out openings, buys or borrows a 
book on chess, gives it his spare time, works, studies, 
learns—and another chess master is born !”  An un
willing tribute to the energy and intelligence of the 
Jew.

When a man does what you would like to do, 
whether it is money-making, play-writing or swind-

l' ls convinced me that while sharpers exist, they form I jjnĝ  ancj j oes it better than you could, you either ad- 
, a small minority of all Jews. Among the Jews 11 nijre biin—or y 0ll ]iate him. Just because the Jew 
fou>w, certainly fewer than one in five would take un-1 worsbips intelligence, just because he is often endowed 
p"1 advantage of me for their own gain and I have I wj ^  a restless nervous energy which has to spend it- 
,̂ s'cd this many times. Jews have refused to take sej^ ]ie frequently does his job with more zest, more 
"lerest on loans they have made me. Jews have pro- jnterest and hence more skill than does the Gentile, 
""ted my interests at the expense of their own. When 1 ^ n(j sjnce ]ie js not given to blushing at fame (how- 
W1 W 'S a sw’n<" er> ' le Sets himself talked about. I ever sjielltly lie may go about charitable giving), the 
I- !en ' ,e is not, that aspect of his make-up receives! resnp. js y iat for every Gentile who admires him, two
1 tie publicity.

'l'he first characteristic which specially distinguishes 
i!le Jew is this : he, alone among races, worships intel- 
'gence. The soul of every Jew I know—millionaires, 

jumpers, swindlers, children, everyone—abases itself 
:efore the altar of the Mind. Normally common 

¡'""Pie distrust intelligence. But not the Jew. No 
' ler trust is good enough for him.
it is this worship of intelligence, turned wrong end 

to - • • - • • ------

Gentiles hate him.
The Jew rejoices in his knowdedge—and gets called 

conceited and insufferable. He wins a scholarship— 
and finds the university doors slammed in his face. lie  
wants a summer home—and the real estate men tell 
him they have no suitable listings. Wherever he goes 
he gels stepped on.

The Jew must often be twice as good as the Gentile 
to get half as good an opportunity. Realizing that,

He ^ ersman5r ° ^ ' le(l’ 1!1' ' t' ti: t' 1C suspicious I be slaves, works, aspires, succeeds—and gets hated.
ess. the arrogance. When you put your trust in pure l 

mougllit, nothing is too small to be important.
1 he Jew often worships intelligence without those 

"straints commonly imposed upon themselves by 
¡'""Pie of culture. He is arrogant because his idea 
Infills him; an(i he ext>ects you to stand up for your 
U‘fca with the same conviction, all the more if that 
” '"ans an argument, a battle of wits. He is hair
splitting because every detail is vital to full know- 
1(% e . .

%  second generalization about Jews as a race is : 
,vvs vary from the norm more widely than do indi- 

v,dUals of other races. The Jew is, for good or bad,
"xtreme. When I meet one I know that I am going I take it to 1>e.

I have learned a great deal from my Jewish friends : 
generosity, loyalty, intellectual honesty and inspira
tion. I have learned gratitude, affection, forbearance. 
I have learned courage in the face of uncertainty, diffi
culty and danger. T have learned to appreciate a 
family spirit which is beautiful and enduring.

As experiences multiply in which I am able to test 
the good will, wisdom and loyalty of my Jewish 
friends, what can I do but like and respect them ? If 
I knew how to convert my Jew-hating friends to my 
way of thinking, I would do it. It is impossible to 
prove by words that the Jewish race is not what they

0 f>nd him more, or less, interesting than the average | 
Person. The ranks of the Jews hold Jesus and Judas, 
fifinsteins and idiots, Rothchilds and paupers. Jews I 
"'n  to extremes, and because there is an extreme of 
"'»noxiousness, it is this shifty, noisy, pushing extreme 
P'li&h too often stands for the race as a whole. Jews

So I have written this article instead. It is a small 
penny’s worth of the debt I owe the Jews. .

F a itii G. W in tiir o p .

Professor of English Literature. 
(Reprinted from the Reader’s Digest.)
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Correspondence

PSYCHO-ANALYSIS AND RELIGION 
To th e  E d it o r  o f t h e  “  F r e e t h in k e r  ”

S ir ,—I would like to make the following observations 
on the correspondence under the heading of “  Psycho- 
Analysis and Religion ”  :—•

(a) I agree with Dr. Ernest Jones that much misunder
standing on my part would have been avoided had I 
known the articles in question were the substance of a 
lecture delivered by request to the R.P.A.

(b) 1 appreciate Dr. Jones’ reticence in agreeing to 
“  measure the value of scientific information by its pro
paganda value for particular purposes ”  (my italics). 
Rut Freethought is not in this category. It is the basis 
of all scientific progress. In the words of Dr. Jones 
(Freethinker, p. 307, May 15, 1938) “  Freedom of thought 
is a necessary pre-requisite of psycho-analytic work, as 
indeed of all scientific work.”  Christianity is a contra
diction. to Freethought. (‘ ‘ Freethought may be defined 
as the rejection of authority in matters of opinion ” — 
Chapman Cohen). But I do not judge the value of 
scientific information by its applicability to the religious 
question, though I naturally consider this aspect when 
writing in the Freethinker.

(c) One can often judge the timidity of scientists by 
their attitude to religion. And it is noticeable that whilst 
psycho-analysts leave no doubt in our minds about the 
human origin of the Devil, Witches, etc.—see Dr. Ernest 
Jones’ book on The Nightmare—we are told of a god : 
“ even if there were no Divine Being in reality . . .”  Yet 
there is no more reason for psychologists to adopt this 
attitude towards a god than towards a devil.

(d) Pensadora must reali/.e that I said I failed to see 
any value in the “  projection ”  theory “  jrom the point 
of view oj convincing religious people of the error of the 
god idea.”  Thus, much of what he says I may agree 
with, whilst pointing out the irrelevancy of his opposi
tion.

(e) 1 do not agree that Psycho-Analysis has ever shown 
conclusively that the ideas of supernatural beings were 
the products of father—or mother—projections, and at 
the moment it appears to me that the Father idea was 
projected on to an already invented god.

(f) 1 would go further than Pensadora, and would say 
that psycho-analysis has a much greater value than merely 
the curing of neurotics. In my opinion it is the greatest 
contribution ever made to the explanation of human emo
tions and actions. It is unfortunate that my article 
should have given the impression that I was an opponent 
of Psycho-Analysis.

Paul G oldman.

A NEW TAX

S ir ,— I like the suggestion in ‘ ‘ Acid Drops ”  of a tax 
on 11 sorrow,”  and would suggest, as a beginning, a tax 
on funerals and “  mourning,”  to commence at the point 
where actual hygienic necessity ends.

But there is, even here, a difficulty. One does not need 
to read The Tyranny of Words to realize that what is often 
called sorrow and mourning is a form of pleasure, viz., ex
hibitionism.

Says the wise La Rochefoucauld, “  La ]x>mpe des en
terrements intéresse plus la vanité des vivants que la 
mémoire des morts."

A. IL  M i i j .w a r d .

While morality is custom, immorality is customary.

Ambrose Bierce.

THOUGHT OF TO-DAY

A God worthy of worship would not desire it:
A God who desires worship should hot inspire it.

SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES,
Lecture notices must reach bi Farringdon Street, be 

E.C*4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they nitH ’ 
inserted.

LONDON

Su«'

INDOOR

South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall,
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, John Langdon-Davies - e 
pects of A.R.P.”

OUTDOOR , , •.
. T c c (Victor 3

Bethnal G reen and Hackney Branch N-o-o- ' ,ture. 
Park, near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mrs. Ii. Grout—

K ingston-on-Thames Branch N.S.S. (Market
7.30, Mr. Evans—A Lecture. ^

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner)^’
Friday, T. J. Darby. White Stone Pond, H“«"1 ' 0,
11.30, Sunday, Mr. L. Ebury. Parliament Hill Fie s> 
Sunday, Mr. L. Ebury. South Hill Park, Hampstea . 
Monday, Mr. L. Ebury.

S outh L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 7;° ’ lay, 
day, Mr. L. Ebury. Rushcroft Road, Brixton, 8.0,̂  g0,
Mr. F. P. Corrigan. Cock Pond, Clapham Old l 0" 1 ’ 
Friday, Mr. F. A. Ridley.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3°'
Miss E. Millard, M.A., Messrs. E. Bryant and G. ,
6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Barnes and Tuson. Wednesday,  ̂
Mr. W. B. Collins. Thursday, 7.30, Mrs. N. Buxton.
7.30, Mr. G. Barnes.

COUNTRY

outdoor

Accrington Market : 7.43, Wednesday, Mr. J. ClaW11' 
Blackburn Market : 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. Clayton.  ̂
Bi.yth (The Fountain) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. J- T. l!rl8 ,
Chestf,r-le-Street (Bridge End) : 8.0, Friday, Mr- J ’ 

Brighton.
Chorley (Market) : 8.0, Tuesday, Mr. J. V. Shortt. ^
Glasgow S ecular Society (Albert Road) : 8.0, 1lie 

Minard Road, 8.0, Thursday.
Mound, Edinburgh, 7.30, Sunday, 
speak at each meeting.

G reenock Branch N.S.S. (Grey Place) : 8.0, WednesJ 
M. I. Wliitefield. Literature on sale. ) y

L iverpool B ranch N.S.S. (High Park Street and 1‘ 
Road) : 8.0, Thursday, Messrs. Thompson and Parry, Jul 
Queen’s Drive, opposite Walton Baths, 8.0, Sunday,  ̂F,ud, 
Thompson and Robinson. Speke Road, Garston l er"
8.0, Wednesday, Messrs. Robinson and Ashby. 

L umb-In-Rossendale : 7.30, Friday, Mr. J. Clayton.' ’ J , . Î Vi
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Eccles Market) : 8.0, 

Stevenson Square, 7.30, Sunday. Blackburn, 8.0, M°” 1 
W. A. Atkinson will speak at each meeting. 1

1 r
Newcastle B ranch N.S.S. niigg.Market) : 7.0, Sunday, ■ 

rest of the week, Mr. G. Whitehead.
North Ormesey (Market) : 7.0, Wednesday, Mr- -1 

Brighton.
North S hields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Tuesday, I>fl,.it‘  ̂
Can Christianity .Save the World.”  Affir.: Mr. Fa.' 

Neg.: Mr J. '1'. Brighton.
PRESTON (Market) : 8.0, Wednesday, Mr. J. V. Shortt. 
Read : 7.30, Monday, Mr. J. Clayton.
S eaton Dklaval (The Avenue) : 7.0, Thursday, Mr. J' 

Brighton.
Stockton (The Cross) : 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. T. Bright"’1 
W igan (Market) : 8.0, Monday, Mr. j .  V. Shortt.

Ubion Street, 8.0, FriA’.'j 
M. r. Whitefield ",’1

r.

T-

(

I
I*

i

The Scientific and Sensible Diet is 
Vegetarian

F ree L iterature on application  to  
T H E  V E G E T A R IA N  SO CIETY  
57 P rin cess Street, M anchester, 2
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PAMPHLETS for  the people
by CHAPMAN COHEN

No. !• Did Jesus Christ Exist? 
2- Morality Without God

What is the Use of Prayer?
4- Christianity and Woman
5- Must We Have a Religion?
6- The Devil
7- What is Freetliought?
8- Gods and Their Makers
9- The Church s Fight for the Child

10- Gi ving’ Vm Hell 
n - Deity and De.sign
i2- What is •‘¡he Use of a Future Life ?

Each Pamphlet contains Sixteen Pages

Price id, Postage id,

C H E A P E S T  E D IT IO N  E V E R  P U B L I S H E D

t h e  a g e  o f  r e a s o n

T H O M A S  P A I N E

Complete edition, 202 pp., with a 44 p. intro
duction by Chapman Cohen. Price 4d., post
age 2jd. Or strongly bound in cloth with 

portrait, i.s 6d., postage 3d.

220 pages of W it and W isdom

| BIBLE ROMANCES J
I By G. W. Foote |

¡ The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W.: j  
Foote at his best. It is profound without being t 
I dull, witty without being shallow; and is as I 

» indispensible to the Freethinker as is the » 
j Bible Handbook. [

I
i

S’

1P rice 2/6 Postage 3d.
Well printed and well bound. J

T hu Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J

-«f 
l

i 
1 
1

Paper is. Postage 2d. Cloth, gilt 2S. Postage 3d. |

j Letters To a Country Vicar
l »YJ

! 
i CHAPMAN COHEK

M O THER OF GOD
.V

j G. W. FOOTE
* Post Free ■ • 2jd.

Will christ save u s ?
G. W. FOOTE

I bis pamphlet is a characteristic piece of 
writing of the founder and late editor 
of the Freethinker. It asks a question 
appropriate to our times and answers it in 
a manner which is not only trenchant, 
but particularly alive and up to date.

th irty-tw o pages, Twopence. Post free 2ld.

° * e r  Pamphlets by G. W. FO O TE
T o 1,'1’ AND 2d., postage 'Ad.
D |v Mother of G od. 2d., postage 'Ad.

H'-NCe of F ree  S peech (being his speech before 
Lord Coleridge in the Court of Queen’s Bench), 

f  postage id.
’’ J ew ish  L ife  of Ch r is t . (Translated from the 

Hebrew), with introductory preface. 6d., post- 
y age y2d.

itl! P iiieosophy of S ecu larism . 2d., postage 'Ad.

Re l i g i o n  a n d  s e x
CHAPMAN COHEN

Studies in the Pathology of religious development 

Price 6s. Postage 6d.

S’ ----

»« »<•«»( »«*»►« »^.1 rj*

! Footsteps of the Past j
i 
i] .  H. WHEELER

Price 3s. 6d. Postage 3d.

»*̂ 1*» »-«W« |<

j Paganism in Christian Festivals
i
j J. M. WHEELER
I Price is Postage ijd

----«f

1
•4.

¡DETERMINISM ORi
ii FREE-WILL P 1

I An Exposition of the Subject in the Light of the t 
l Doctrines of Evolution. J

By C hapman Co hen .Half-Cloth, 2s. 6d. Post ago 2jd .
!  „ c . ™  - ............- j

| Ths P ioneer P r e s s , 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j.
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FOURTH SERIES

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING

CHAPMAN COHEN

E dmund B u r k e  on A th eism
G eorge B ernard  S haw and the N.S.S.
Ch r istia n it y  and I ntolerance
T he Ways of G od

A n A pology for P arsons
A  Ch ristia n  M yth

M ythology and H isto ry
W hat is  B la sp h e m y?
B latant A th eism
T h e  G host of R eligion
C h r istia n it y  and M yse lf

W hoso W ould be a R eform er  ! 
T he F unction of A th eism  
S hould Opinion be F r ee  ?
T he G reat and the S mall 
G od Save S unday 
R ife  and D eath 
T he R eal C hesterton  
T he H oly B ible  
A gain—T h e  B ible  
Ch r ist  and C h ristm as

Price 2s. 6d. Postage 23d.

1st Series 2s. 6d. 2nd Series 2s. 6d. 3rd Series 2s. 6d

Four volumes post free 10s.

,.-<4

i THE

I BIBLE H ANDBO O K
i
|  i. D ID LE CO NTRAD ICTIO N S. li ,  B IB I-E  AB-

|  S U R D IT IE S . i li .  B I B L E  A T R O C IT IE S. ¡V .

U N F U L F IL L E D  PR O P H E C IES AND BRO KEN  

\  PR O M ISES. V. B IB L E  IM M O R A LIT IE S, IN-9I D E C E N C IE S , AND O B SC E N IT IE S

i
i By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball
i•
( Millions of people have read “ The Bible ”  ; 
j but only a few read it with an unprejudiced 
i mind. Believers read it in the light of incul- 
i cated obsessions and with their minds closed 
I to a real understanding. “  The Handbook ” 
| sets forth the Bible message as it really is, it 
j is made to tell its own story. Every text is 
» cited accurately and exact reference is given. 
( It is a book that is useful, even indispensable 
1 to Freethinkers and it is educational to 
\ Christians.

Cloth 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.

— *

j H ail the Pioneers !

I HENRY HETHERINGTON
( 1 7 9 2 - 1 8 4 9 )

Ambrose G. Barker

The claims of orthodoxy are glorified al011  ̂
with their dead; the pioneers of heresy—re, 
ligious and political—are promptly buried, ai>̂  
their names are either not included in futurij 
history or they are passed by slightingly. ^ 
how many to-day who call themselves reformer5 
can it be said that they know the name of HeflO' 
Hetherington ? Very few indeed could say 
•what he did. Yet Hetherington was a pioflee| 
in the fight against religious orthodoxy an1 
tyranny, a pioneer of Trades Unionism, of 
cheap Newspaper Press, and of many other fe' 
forms. An avowed Atheist, he served three 
terms of imprisonment, but, like Carlile, the 
Government could not bend and, in the end 
did not break him.

This is a document that everyone should 
read.

Sixty-four pages, with portrait: Six
pence, by post, Sevenpence

Printed and Published by Tins P ionkisr P krss (G. W. F oods & Co., I/TD.), 61 Farringdon Strcell London, E.C-4•


