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differences. Rationalism and Psycho-Analysis have
different ways of achieving freedom of thought and
Rationalism also differs in concentrating on one
sphere, on what is commonly called the spiritual side
of man, namely religion and ethics. Nevertheless
the conception of Freedom of Thought in general is
fundamental to both. With aims apparently so simi-
lar, therefore, it may seem strange how little co-oper-
ation there has ever been between the two move-
ments.

One might not unfairly describe the attitude of
most psycho-analysts to Rationalism as one of cold
criticism, any benevolent approval they may feel on
general grounds being tempered by considerable
scepticism. The attitude of Rationalists to Psycho-
Analysis, on the other side, appears to be often cooler
and, so far as it has come to public expression, to be
definitely antagonistic. We have thus a very inter-
esting, and in a sense paradoxical, problem before us,
and 1 intend to make it the main theme of this article
in the hope of throwing some light on it and perhaps
clearing up some misunderstandings.

It will be safer if | begin by not assuming any
knowledge of psycho-analysis, but by explaining
shortly what it is. Psycho-Analysis consists primarily
in a method of investigation, a particular technique
devised by Freud for exploring the deeper and more
hidden layers of the mind, layers otherwise inacces-
sible, whose existence was only in small part pre-
viously suspected. It is concerned especially with
studying the influence of the Unconscious, as these
deeper layers are nowadays called, on the conscious
mind and on behaviour. In a large sense psycho-
analysis also means the findings that have been made
by the use of this method, and whatever theory of the
mind that seems to yield itself in the endeavour to
codify these findings. It is in short a branch of
science, using the principles, methods and premises of
science and none other whatsoever. It is our con-
tention that the conclusions we have reached con-
cerning the nature of the mind, however strange they
may appear, emerge from scientific investigation alone
and have not been imported from elsewhere— least of
all from any a priori assumptions. So far, therefore,
we have merely intensified the puzzle of our problem,
since Rationalism has always been an ardent sup-
porter of scientific research.

Let me select a couple of the conclusions arrived at
in the course of psycho-analytic work, on the subject
of Free Will and Evolution respectively. There is a
very formidable case to be made out from a philo-
sophical point of view in favour of the existence of
Free Will, but I am concerned here only with certain
psychological aspects of the problem. There is also
the important observation that almost all people have
an intense personal conviction that they as individuals
possess Free Will. This belief has played an essential
part in most religions, especially those where the
ethical aspects are predominant. The apparent con-
tradiction between it and the belief in Divine omni-
science has never been satisfactorily resolved, and
forms a staple topic of theological discussion. Some
varieties of Christianity, e.g., the Calvinistic, have on
this ground subordinated the former belief to the
latter. However all this may be, | take it that
Rationalists tend to discard belief in the existence of
Free Will as interfering with their preference for a
mechanistic, or even materialistic, view of the Uni-
verse. If this is so, it is open to them to acquire sup-
port for their attitude in the matter from certain find-
ings of psycho-analysis. Naturally any minute in-
vestigation into the problems of cause and effect may
be expected to reduce the sphere in which non-specific
agencies, such as Free Will, are said to operate : the
narrowing down of Vitalism by modern physiology is

M ay i 93s

EcCIfC oint- til' Posent matter, however,
ychoAnalyas has not only done this : it has added

consi erations of fundamental importance, Ei
its exploration of the Unconscious it has condtant

. such
been able to show how various mental processesethical
as decisions in behaviour, specific interests, factor

attitudes and so on, in which no determining

may he visible, have nevertheless been powerfully in-
fluenced and perhaps altogether -determined Ih
unconscious factors of which the individual was en-
tirely unaware. These observations, the truth of
which is confirmed every day, have inevitably had the
effect of narrowing the field of Free Will, and make it
easier for those so inclined to deny its existence alto-
gether.

The second consideration | alluded to is that psycho-
analysis has been able to throw some light on
meaning of the belief itself, and to. make more inte}-
ligible why the conviction of Free Will is so stron
and so important to the personality. It is part ot
general striving of the personality for freedom.
dentally, I may remark here that the driving force =
hind the Rationalist movement is pretty evident >
and indeed avowedly, the desire to achieve freedo
from constraint. It is at first sight paradoxical tin
a body of people moved by a passionate desire
freedom should at the same time be eager to renounce
such a supreme expression of it as the belief in I'r
Will, but perhaps we can understand it better if " c
contrast them with religious believers. The lattei re
tain the belief in question by subordinating their PQ
sonality to an external power—the Deity—wheTeaS
Rationalists in their endeavour to replace the latter w
human reason are able to identify Reason with then
own personality and thus to dispense with the U1
vidual conviction of Free Will.

The connexion between these remarks and t®
second theme | mentioned, namely Evolution, s
probably not very evident. Let me start afresh.
yon doubtless know, psycho-analysis took its depart’
ure from the study of a curious and widespread class
of phenomena, the common feature of which is IU
efficiency in mental functioning. | refer to neurotic
symptoms and what may be called everyday slips '
slips of the tongue or pen, forgetting, mislaying, a1’
the like; in a sense dreams might also be includeO
here. For these phenomena science had previously
had the “ explanation ” that they were either com-
pletely meaningless, i.e., were effects without causes,
or else the result of some hypothetical maladjustment
in brain functioning. It was reserved for Freud to
demonstrate that they all had a precise psychologic™
meaning, but that this could be ascertained only 'T
disclosing unavowed and unconscious motives con-
nected with the “ inefficiency ” in question. Further
study of these unconscious motives and trends revealed
several very disquieting features, in fact just those
which have led to the general opposition to psycho-
analytic work. In the first place the motives, im-
pulses and trends thus studied proved to be not pecu-
liar to those whose mental functioning was malad-
justed, such as neurotics, but to be general character-
istics of the human mind which neurotics merely hap-
pen to deal with in a particular way. In the next
place they are all of such a nature as to be so repellent
to the conscious personality that they cannot
be tolerated in consciousness, which is just what
we mean when we call them “ unconscious.”
As | explained above, these findings added a power-
ful support to the doctrine of mental determinism,
and there was another respect in which they proved
disconcerting to the popular conception of the mind.
For the unconscious impulses which play such an un-
expectedly important part in influencing or determin-
ing our conscious mental processes are derived from
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Hryau here complained that the purpose of the in-
quiries was to hold him up to ridicule. “ The purpose,”
retorted Darrow, “ is to prevent bigots and ignoramuses
from controlling education in the United States. That is
all, and you know it.” Four days after the trial, Bryan

a broken man—was dead.

A welcome item worth adding comes from New Zea-
land, dated March 17, where for the past' few years they
have had a Labour Government.

This is to the effect that children in schools are to be
exempt from compulsory religious instruction. Such in-
struction, it appears, may be given before or after school
hours, where the children themselves so require it. Under
these conditions it needs no mathematician to compute
the number of children who will want religious instruc-
tion! , " (¢

Syduey, N.S.W., Australia.

From the Evening Standard of May 3 :—

I heard from Vienna to-day of two zealous storm
troopers who stopped a Jewish-looking woman and
ordered her to clean the pavement.

When she protested that she had nothing with which
to do it, they told her to use her fox fur cape.

She completed the task to the satisfaction of the storm
troopers. Then she demanded their identification num-
bers, told them that she was an American citizen, and
said that she was going to claim £100 for the irreparable
damage to her fur and three shillings for her work.

A very common thing in Germany, but this time the gal-
lant Fascist, who is ferociously heroic in such situations,
caught a tartar. The lady turned out to be a subject of
the United States, brought her case before the Nazi Com-
missioner in Austria, who ordered the money to be paid.
Hut we are certain that men who have just canonized the
murderers of Dolfuss are not likely to let this brave Nazi
shiTer for his conduct. Something may even happen to
the Commissioner.

And here is an example of journalistic ignorance from

the same issue of the Standard, and from the leading
Article, too :(—

Germany and other countries in Europe produce ad-
mirable men and women, but they are not our breed. It
is no reflection on them to say that we want to keep the
herd clean. The breeds do not mix. Nor, in the same
way, can we contemplate with equanimity too great an
intermixture of alien blood with ours. For these people
differ fundamentally from us in outlook and tempera-
ment.

“ Keep the herd clean!” *“ The breeds do not mix.”
lhe Standard must have gone Nazi mad. There is no more
'nixed breed in Europe than the English people. '"lhere
have been successive waves of Celts, and Saxons, inroads
°f Normans, French, Dutch, German; the reigning mon-
archy is almost pure German, and what is more to the
point, these mixtures of peoples have been wholly to the
benefit of the general type that has emerged. The ab-
surdity of the Standard leader writer becomes almost
classic when he attributes the mixture of “ alien blood”
as determining a people’s cultural outlook. In these days
°f cheap text-books such gross ignorance is inexcusable.
Ihe Standard leader writer is worthy of a post in a Nazi
university. Perhaps he already holds one.

The “ suicides ” in Vienna are continuing as manifesta-
tions of the “ marked enthusiasm ” noted by some of our
Politicians, which has greeted the annexation of Austria
by Germanv’. The News-Chronicle for May 7 reports the
“ suicide ” of the editors of the Ncuc Erci Prcssc and the
Tagcblatt. “ Greater love has no man offered” than these
people who have given their lives to Hitlerism to show
their joy at its arrival. Newspapers are forbidden to
Publish obituary notices—perhaps it is thought that these
‘uanifestations of joy have gone far enough.

But there are still enjoyments in Vienna.
a city filled with gaiety— Hitlerite gaiety.

It is still
Here is evi-
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dence furnished by Vernon Bartlett, not hearsay evidence,
but actual observation, given in World Review for
Maj’ :(—

It was a fine afternoon and | walked cheerfully down
the main shopping street. In the Graben | saw a large
crowd and edged my way into it. In the centre was a very
cultured looking young mail with perspiration streaming
dowiif.his face, and just as | was about to ask what he
had done, someone gave him a push and he went down
on his hands and knees and began scrubbing at a Sclius-
clinigg cross, which had been painted on the pavement
before the annexation of Austria. A crowd of those nice,
comfortable, and genial Austrians whom | have so loved,
jeered and laughed at this man who had the misfortune
to be a Jew.

Lord Londonderry and Lord Redesdale, who eulogized
Hitler in the House of Lords, should be pleased that the
‘“ spiritual quality ” of Hitler (Lord Londonderry’s own
phrase) is not losing its strength.

Mr. Hore Belisha qualified for the post of Minister of
War by attacking the traffic problem, although his
activities did not succeed in much save self-advertisement
—certainly they had no startling effect on the casualty
list. But had lie remaiiied in his old office he .might have
got some help from the Rev. E. P. Orr, Vicar of Little-
ligmpton. This gentleman lias announced that Ol Sun-
day, May 22, he will scatter with holy water all motor
cars that are brought to him, and place on each a badge
of St. Christopher—the selected saint of motorists. This
may lie good news to motorists, but why does not some
saint look after the pedestrians? And we wonder
whether this action of Mr. Orr will induce insurance com-
panies to lower the rates? They ought to do so in the
case of such as carry the badge—that is, if Christopher’s
interference is of any value whatever.

Mr. Orr’s wife has, however, intervened. She explains
that her husband’s benediction will not be of avail to any-
one who does not obey the rules of the road. 1hat gives
rise to two reflections. First,) if the rules of the road are
strictly carried out, the badge of the saint seems a waste
of decorations. Second, if the saint in question has as
much brains as is contained in a walnut, lie should realize
that it is not quite “ cricket ” to permit a pedestrian to
be run down because the motorist has not obeyed the rule
of the road. But if saints were as sensible as ordinary
people they would be little use in heaven. Anyway, we
are certain that Mr. and Mrs. Orr are a well-matched
couple. And Sir James Frazer again reminded us the
other day that we were lint very slightly removed from
" savages.”

A “ Parish Priest” complains in the Universe of the
great “ leakages” that are taking place in his parish.
He says it is due to < evil companions ” and a “ pagan
atmosphere "—which being translated means acquaint-
ances of an independent mind, who create a more en-
lightened atmosphere than the Church encourages.
There is, of course, a way by which this “ leakage ” can
he stopped for a while. That is the method of the dic-
tatorships which is now in practice, and which consists
in creating a relatively moronic population, and by kill-
ing off the enlightened and the independent. The dicta-
tors took this policy from the Christian Church, and one
takes heart on reflecting that as the theological Fascism
of the Church broke in the end so will that Fascism which
has established itself in different parts of the world, for
there must always be leakages from a rule which denies
a man freedom of thought and honesty of speech, whether
it be religious or non-religious.

The “ Parish Priest ” falls back upon the need of hold-
ing Ol tb the children. Get hold of tire child and keep it.
We agree that this is the only reliable plan to prevent in-
telligence developing. But then one is up against the
drift of intelligence, and that is a difficult thing to fight.

The Rev. A. Job—a name of quite cheerful promise—
and who is Chairman of the Christian Council Committee
on Gambling, complains that football pools encourage
superstition.  Ye gods! Fancy a Christian clergyman
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