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G°d Help Us

“Mi help is God” is a common pulpit expression,
ximes it is enlarged to “ Man’s only help is

1 but that is when the situation appears to be

.operate. The nature and the occasion of this kind

help are indicated in the cry “ God help him "
len a nian is in a very desperate situation. But in
Oy instance there is the same fundamental impli-
~ation. It is a cry of despair, a confession of

.'stration, an announcement of ignorance. The
jlUtion must be bad; man must have reached the
! of his resources; the outlook must be black for
j1M to call upon God. No one trusts in God while
1e feels that his credit is good elsewhere; when that
18%re then he appeals to God, as the spendthrift, or
11c man in desperate need of cash, flies to the money-
mder. And nothing better endorses the cynicism

iat gratitude is a keen sense of favours to come than

le right of a man on his knees thanking God for
I'nat he has done for him. It is the whine of the
fi'gar, with a religious covering.

The “ Will of God,” said Spinoza, “ is the asylum
T ignorance.” No one has ever bettered that phrase
?nd none ever will. It gives you the maximum of
"'fermation with a minimum of words. “ God help
j'T” is a synonym of helplessness; “ God only
mows !” is a synonym of ignorance. Spinoza’s cpi-
'Pani gives us the philosophy of religion in a nutshell.
” genuinely scientific study of religion is no more
than an illustrative commentary on this generaliza-
tion. The whole of modern anthropology consti-
J'fes a storehouse of facts and situations demonstrat-
ing it. Sir James Frazer’s eleven bulky volumes of

he Golden Bough is a sustained and unchalleng-
ahle proof that every essential feature of religion is
ased upon early mail’s ignorance of the nature of
'Vhat is going on around him. And a conclusion
llsed upon a delusion must be wrong. Modern
defenders of religion admit the truth of what has just
heeg said in the very act of declaring it to be false.
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For in no case do they rest their case for God upon
what is known. They insist that we must believe in
God because science cannot tell us all we wish to
know, or answer all the questions we care to ask.
What is this but saying that religion begins where
knowledge ends? If a scientific man were to say
“You must believe what | say about the phen-
omenon before you because we have no knowledge of
how it happens,” he would be laughed at for a clown,
or despised as a confidence-trick operator. The
clergyman says it with an air of authority, and
demands to be recognized as a mouthpiece of divine
wisdom. From the dawn of human thought until to-
day “ God ” has never been more than the phrase
with which hopeless ignorance seeks to narcotize a
consciousness of its own impotence.

* * *

The Pressure of Life

One often wonders whether there are really people
who sincerely believe that God does help. Large
numbers say they believe, and it is difficult to believe
they are all hypocrites. The clergy say that they be-
lieve, but, as Heine said of God’s forgiveness, it is
their trade. They must say so. We readily grant
that God—or the belief in God— helps them. The
comfortable and high positions held by so many ob-
vious mediocrities prove this. Can one imagine a
man of the mental calibre of the Bishop of London
receiving ten thousand a year from any other source
than that of the Church? He once said that life
would not be what it is without Jesus Christ. We
accept that in full. It is self-evident. But.the mass
of the people who say that they believe God helps
them have no obvious ground for saying so—except
that of slavery to a phrase, to tradition, and perhaps
a fear coming down to them from their primitive an-
cestors that it may be dangerous to offend gods who
may be there after all. Man is inclined to be a great
humbug, and is mostly a terrible coward.

But just as life in its primitive stages, when gods
were as plentiful as caterpillars, and bulked on the
landscape with mastodons, so modern and more civil-
ized conditions rob of its power the belief that God
helps. Ultimately man has to come to terms with
reality. If a parson is sick he consults a doctor or
goes to a health resort. If he cannot afford the health
resort, his congregation may have a “ whip round,”
and the parson gets a rest—so does the congregation.
The layman is more affected by his surroundings,
for he has no obvious personal interest in fighting
against them. The need for soldiers pointing to
the fact that the physical health of the people is not
what it ought to be, the Government starts a health
crusade. But the Minister of Health does not ask
for a nation’s prayers to bring about what is desired.
He dwells on the benefit of having playing fields, but
is silent about going to Church. He thinks of
strengthening the backs of the people, but is silent
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about bending their knees. He looks after the ap-
pointment of doctors, but there is no suggestion of
increasing the number of parsons. Milk, and not
masses, is recommended; and only in the editions of
Roman Catholic papers, issued where that Church is
strong, is there printed, much in the style of cures
effected through quack medicines, accounts of ill-
nesses cured by burning, to the Virgin or to a saint,
holy candles— purchased in Church. The Government
in its rearmament scheme pays not the slightest heed
to the Church, the Clergy, or to God. In earlier
periods there would have been religious processions,
prayers in the Churches, and the sanctification of im-
plements of war. All we have left is the blessing of
i battleship and the breaking of a bottle of a not too
expensive wine, followed by an adjournment to a
luncheon at which the wine is put to a use that meets
with much greater appreciation. Facts will tell, in
the long run, and the lesson of experience has a
method of working its way into the thickest of skulls.

#oo* 4
Can Religion Help P

Why should we expect God to help us? All we
know of the world has been gained, not merely by the
slow growth of human knowledge, but in actual op-
position to the message God is said to have given the
world.  The Christian God is the only deity who
has attempted authorship, and the consequences have
been deplorable. For either he did not know
what he meant to say, or he did not know
how to say what he meant, or he forgot what he had
actually done, and got everything wrong in
his first, and last, venture in literature. So man had
to set to work with nothing but his native wit to dis-
cover the truth about himself and the world in which
he was living. And the result to date is that even
the parsonry, who might have remembered that it
was their job to keep God on top, have handed the
world of verifiable knowledge over to science and

philosophy. Religion admits that for everything
that can be known we must go to science.
Prayers for rain are still offered (it must be

admitted that in every case the rain does come after
the prayers are offered) but much greater reliance ap-
pears to be placed on the non-religious forecasts of
the B.B.C. There is general agreement that all that is
known or may be known is the legitimate sphere of
science, and for information and help we can look to
no other source. So far as the present position is con-
cerned religion has not merely surrendered to science;
but has given everything to it as spoils of war. But
religionists still have a spark of hope. After all,
science may never be able to tell us all we want to
know. Beyond the known lies the unknown, but
knowable, and as Bishop Barnes and Dean Inge have
warned their fellow-believers, it is dangerous to build
upon the present ignorance of science. Religion dare
not challenge the known in the name of God's Word.
And it is dangerous to claim the unknown, for to-
morrow the unknown may become the known, and
wherever and whenever that has happened the conse-
guences to religion have been disastrous.  But be-
yond the known and the unknown there may be the
“ unknowable ”— that land of vague phrases and un-
thinkable, inconceivable existences. That offers a
refuge for religion, for it a land of nowhere filled
with nothing; and when science bids farewell to the
gods and signs, as it has virtually signed, the order for
their banishment, they may dwell in the “unknow-
able” in security. That world of the “Unknowable”
is Spinoza’s “ asylum of ignorance,” sanctified. The
savage began to build it when lie personified and wor-
shipped the forces around him; and the present-day
theological philosopher represents the final stage in
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Nb‘ﬁb a/I\Hr—ljtjj %S reduced to sheer vacuity.  Over

worshipped thate of °I2d tO‘da)i( be written’ " Hef iS
worship in t] © °f blch we know nothing, and we

may never 1. ! a"ly of knowing that our worship
of develon C1dinte<* by the iconoclastic influence
developing knowledge.”

Decide

torv® RIf3S lleVer Saved nian. That is a fact of his-
tory vr 13S saved God; that is a disaster of his-
formpd mn (°eS not anywhere surrender his ill-fa'
or easilr 3t tbe r'ddle °f the universe quickly
at advent» - ffnor?'Ice begets fear, and fear hesitates
quickly an More» ignorance gives its decisions

the meton T Kll™ledge, which knows only
¢ O trial and error, reaches conclusions

slowly, and states them with circumspection. Sdit
Happens that man clings to his fears—fashiong, go™
after he has acquired the knowledge that ~epr*
them of justification. He endows them with judff
inents born of his own knowledge, with design®
that owe their being to his own socialized nature. He
takes upon his own shoulders the blame for events
that, if there was a God, properly belongs to Bun-
He shapes language and attributes it to a God, ie
cultivates the earth and thanks his god for the Pro-
ducts of his own industry. He civilizes his gods, no-
always to bring them up to his own level, but t
least the extent of making them sufficiently decent
Christians tell us that «a.,
is always seeking after God. It is not true.
nearer the truth to say that God is always see'j1§O
after man. It is a fact of history that men can ant
exist without God; but history cannot show us ag »
that has survived man’s neglect. Man is the fFe

god-maker. He atones for it sooner or later by ¢ ~
troying his own creation. Deicide marks the roa
progress.

Chapman CoHE™

The Sage of China

" Without fears, without desires, without ceretnoWwe”
he has used sheer reason, and played the philosopher-

Voltaire on Confucius-

It used to be alleged against John Bull that lie ha
little or no tact in dealing with other races. *

trampled heavily on the things he could not under
stand. Even in neighbouring Ireland he duubbed u,
Roman Catholic religion “ a heathenish super81
tion ,” and behaved accordingly. In the East, ,
epitomized the Greek Church as “ a fancy religion

I11 the Far East, all non-Ayrians were regarded n"
partially as “ niggers.” Of late years John has alterel
his attitude a little, and tried to make amends.

China, for example, is in the news again; and mucjl
ink has been spilled in connexion with recent liostib'
ties. It is only from the purely John Bullish poifa
of view that the Chinese can be called barbarians-
They have a civilization which was very old when 0OUL
forefathers were painted savages. They have native
religions of their own, and, rightly or wrongly, they
have an antipathy to foreign ideas. It is we our-
selves who in their eyes, are the barbarians, and
truth to tell, what with our superstitions and oUi
quarrels, the spectacle offered by our boosted Euro-
pean civilization cannot be a very edifying one.

From its size, population, and range of climate,
China should be regarded as a continent. The chief
reason why it is not is that Confucius, twenty-four
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centuries ago, compiled a series of classics, n
acceptance of which stamped on the peop e a «
character, with identical customs
have made China one country. Is tnere d y
dse in the world a similar position accorded
who never claimed any association vu 1 t
natural? In the legends, Christ declared himself
he the son of a god. Mohammed believe 1 e
ired. The followers of Gautama Buddha add
superstitious veneer to his teaching. u W XaEr.
"as only a man, a humble scholar. t 1S n n
iteration to add that he is, in a sense, \e n
the whole people. He bent all his energies towards
the promotion of a stable and peace u 10010 "
teaching, more than anything else, ias and
secret of that marvellous unity wine 1 ias,
aSain, enabled China to triumph over fore g
E%st,and domestic faction, and reassert he g

impressive unity.

«kl» the most remarkable feature of the moral
" r? ,°J Confucius is the distinct enunciation of the

Golden Rule’ centuries before there was any
Christianity. ~ Being asked if there were one word
" neh would serve as a rule of conduct for life, he re-
|lw : “ Is not reciprocity such a word? What you

°,n°t want done to yourself, do not do to others.”

0 Confucius, society was the great reality. Civil-
uion, with its material splendour, social order and
.ed government, was a blessing. For its preser-
1011 lie trusted to the combined influences of edu-
]i ion, example, and ceremonial. Confucianism has
'ecu a great success. It has been the rule of life for
lhons of people for twenty-four centuries. More-
j,Ver. it is secular; it confines itself to this world. It
'Hows nothing of prayer, and is not troubled with
Priest-made problems of sin and guilt. It is opposed
CI.jdolatry. Priests are unknown to it. It suits the
ese character, for they are, as a people, practical
unspeculative. It has made China the most uni-
"> the most closely compacted, and the most con-
Srvative nation in tlie world. Other races may die
°J>> hut the Chinese are one of the permanent factors
Hf humanity.

Confucius did more for his country than any other
an°ng the countless myriads of her sons had done. In
lls splendid audacity the old-world scholar “aimed at
Il million.” What matter if he missed an unit!

“ That low man goes on adding one to one,
His hundred’s soon hit :
This high man, aiming at a million,
Misses an unit.”

hake Socrates, he was a teacher—not a school-
master— but an instructor of inquiring young men,
™any being among the ablest men in China of that
bine. They began the pcean which has since re-
funded through all the intervening ages, nor is it
IR loiul and less confident now than it was four-and-
hventy centuries ago. He is one of the greatest
figures of all human history. Quiet as the Sphinx,
Poking over the far-flung desert of contradictory
Geologies:—

“ Others abide our question : thou art free,
We ask and ask : thou smilest and art still.”

Confucius planted himself on the actual laws of
fiunian nature, and the relations and duties of life, as
btese had been formulated by wise men before him.
He rejected all idea of the supernatural. “ We can-
hot as yet,” he said, “ perform our duties to men;
how can we perform our duties to spirits?” Again,
"We know not as yet about life; how can we know
"bout death?” Recall also liis memorable words:
" My aim is to learn from things below, and rise to
things above.” Standing outside all superstitions
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and religions, he built up his own philosophical sys-
tem by secular knowledge alone.

For twenty-four centuries his authority has been
more unquestioned than any other system. We can
but admire the singular devotion, completeness, and
dignity of his life. Seeking no honour, or ap-
plause he made an imperishable name. At a
time of history when gross ignorance and super-
stition were rampant, the pursuit of culture for its
own sake, and not for any base or ulterior object, was
an exception so rare as to be scarcely credible. In
an age of superstition, Confucius remained ever faith-
ful to ethical ideals; in an age of barbarism he cared
only for truth. He has been rewarded by the devo-
tion of countless millions, who have accepted his
secular system as having the stamp of truth and final-
And, paradoxical though it may sound, the
quintessential secularism underlying Confucianism
embodies what cultured people of the present day are
hoping to become prevalent in Europe. Confucian-
ism is more than one of the World’s religious systems.
It is a sure signpost of that religion of humanity
which will one day supplant all .the creeds and super-

stitions of the world. Mimnermus.

A Study of a Dying Race

Tiie aborigines of Australia are probably the most
primitive of living men. When the white invader
entered their territory they numbered perhaps, some
150,000, and had led a secluded existence in their iso-
lated habitat for untold ages. Their neighbouring
Tasmanian relatives have already disappeared, and
the extinction of the surviving savage stocks of the
Island Continent is merely a matter of time.

Important anthropological data were amassed by
pioneer investigators such as Grey and Howitt, and
these were enormously extended by the strictly scien-
tific studies of Spencer and Gillen, whose first-hand
inquiries proved a veritable revelation. More re-
cently still, Stanley D. Porteus, Professor of Clinical
Psychology in the University of Hawaii, has con-
ducted a comprehensive study of the Australian abor-
igines in their native surroundings, and his findings
are available in his Psychology of a Primitive
People (Edward Arnold). This volume is divided
into two parts: native environment and an inquiry
into blackfellow intelligence. Rich in results as
Porteus’ observations and examinations are, he
pleads for further studies of native mentality before
it becomes too late. “ The native Australians,” he
assures us, “ are a fast vanishing race. In many
districts where there are still aborigines to be found
the population is limited almost entirely to adults.
There are extremely few children being born, and
some of these are half-castes. Only in the case of
such tribes as the Luritcha, who have never be-
fore been in contact with civilization, is there to be
observed a full quota of children. Inadequate as this
study may be, it is safe to assert that in twenty years
or less it could never be repeated. By that time our
opportunity to learn more of the psychology of this
most interesting people will be for ever lost.”

Where the natives have come under the influence
of Christian missionaries, many are nominal con-
verts. The food rations furnished by the authorities
to the normally ill-nourished natives have very
materially contributed to this. The converts usually
display every outward manifestation of piety when
they attend religious services, but when Prof. Porteus
found them gathered together to celebrate their tribal
corrobborees they seem to have reverted to their or-
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iginal customs and beliefs. On these occasions the
blackfellows attached to the Beagle Bay Mission to
all appearance returned wholeheartedly to their in-
genuous native faith. “ Standing on the sand-
ridge a little distance from the camp,” observes Prof.
Porteus, “ one gets the full effect of weirdness in the
scene. One might almost believe that the fierce note
of these songs is struck in challenge to all that the
mission stands for. One can hardly believe that
these natives, shaking with the vehemence of their
singing, can be the same men who knelt so quietly
at vespers. No matter how sincere the religious re-
sponse may have seemed, one cannot help feeling that
the primitive reasserts itself with the first beat of the
kylies, and that the blackfellow with every note that
he sings is voicing a belief and a passionate attach-
ment to his own folkways.”

Porteus obtained much important information
from the old men who are the storehouses of tribal
tradition and wisdom, as well as the virtual rulers of
the community. This keen observer expresses.a
very favourable opinion of the natural intelligence of
the aborigines. Porteus never views the native from
any arrogantly superior standpoint, but always bears
in mind the environmental disabilities which the sav-
age people suffer.  Although the Australian native
has no shelter worthy of the name; scanty weaving,
and is a stranger to pottery yet, when we consider
the fact that these tribes were restricted to a Conti-
nent divorced since remote times from all contact with
progressive peoples, and are still in the stone, hunt-
ing and food-collecting stage of development and are
confined to a habitat containing no quadrupeds cap-
able of domestication; with immense territories ever
subject to periods of prolonged drought with its at-
tendant famine then the skilfully close adaptation of
the native races to highly unfavourable circum-
stances merits praise rather than superior pity.

Having secured the complete confidence of the
leading natives by tactful and considerate treatment,
Porteus was invited to witness many of their secret
ceremonies. Like most whites, the blacks cherish a
desire for forbidden fruits, and enjoy sailing near
the wind. Thus, a dramatic representation was pre-
sented which one of the tribal veterans assured
Porteus was “ not for ladies.” It scents safe to say
that no such performance would be submitted to,
much less permitted by our licenser of plays. Never-
theless, the spectacle was acclaimed with genuine en-
thusiasm by the native audience, and even the so-
phisticated white onlookers appear to have appreci-
ated the performance to a greater degree than they
might perhaps have been willing to admit. The
Professor, however, noted “ that the ones most for-
ward in the performance were some of the older
natives who had impressed me as the most devout of
the worshippers at evening chapel.”

So completely was Porteus trusted by the natives,
that they brought forth their most sacred symbols for
his inspection and approval, and even presented him
with some of their most zealously safeguarded chur-
inga, which they treasure with solemn secrecy and
care, as sacred memorials of the spiritual experiences
of their lowly race. Magical powers are also assigned
to these wooden or stone memorials, and anyone
carrying a churinga at a moment of combat issues
unharmed from the fray. Also, his strength will be
increased and made more effectual, for the prowess
and virtues of its former possessor dwell in the divine
token, and are transferred to its later owner. More-
over, borrowed churinga will act as mascots, while
their scrapings when mixed with water restore the
ailing to good health.

Apart from the spirits of their ancestors who lived
in long past alchcringa times, no deities are known
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to the aborigines when uninfluenced by
contact. But sorcery is a potent factor in native |
and their dread aof evil magicians serves to sadth'l
their lives. Not all the spirits are baneful, but those
(hat are, constantly contrive to accomplish mischievous
deeds. Every conspicuous object—river, rock, cess-
pool o™tree—is feared as the haunt of special ene-
mies. 1he most devilish sorcerers are the Eur
daitcha who, when aided by malicious medicine-mell
steal unseen into camp and spear their unsuspecting
victims, ivho soon become sick and die. These
dreadful Kurdaitcha also absorb human blood, ™
duce oblivion in their prey by means of magic, so that
death swiftly supervenes. It is also supposed tha
the death of a distant enemy is secured by pointing
and jerking a charmed stick or bone in the direction
of his dwelling-place.

To the European, who usually possesses inan)
superstitions of his own, fancies such as these apPeiir
preposterous, but when we reflect Ol the circumstancc
that Australia is, for hundreds of miles in succession
still a deserted continent, the spiritual delusions O
the black become perfectly natural. As Porteus Puts
it: If we can realize the intense loneliness of the
-lackfellow s world, the fact that he is governed by
unreasoning’ fears is entirely explicable.”

Dependent as lie is on memory the native’s n"'c'
monic powers are naturally striking. Also, lie is a re-
markable mimic and any naughty European expres-
sion is noted and reproduced with startling fidelity.

Bloody ” has long been sanctioned in Holy Writ,
and Macbeth. More recently, William De Morg»1
utilized it with consummate skill in Joseph Vance,
" n.e t'ie Shavian use of it at which some of the
ciitics pretended to be scandalized and shocked js
ater still. Even so, it is a common feature of nioder"
speech, much used by Englishmen abroad. So, " 'Olltl
Mr. Millard was learning to drive a Ford truck
became his custom to take with him on his expe
tions ‘‘ spare cylinders” in the form of n
women (gins) to push the car, if required. Porte 1
relates that: “ One evening these gins were regal'l
the camp with a little play on the day’s experience
First one would make a buzzing sound just like t
starter, another would ‘chug-chug’ like the eng”’0
until a third would suddenly contribute a cOlivulsivt
splutter which signified the stalling of the car. Tl'ca
in the succeeding silence a fourth, seated upon a I°g
to represent the driver would remark in a querulQ"™
tone, ‘ Well, what's wrong with the bloody basts"
now? The performance would be hailed V"
gales of laughter from young and old.”

Another instance of native mimetic ability was
corded by the anthropologist Stirling, who nott,
that the blacks soon became proficient in b;U
language. “ One of his black boys who was liavi"”
trouble with an obdurate camel, lost his temper, sb°°"
his fist in its face and exclaimed, ‘ You bloc't
liar ' 7 Thus, one touch of Nature makes the vI'l, L
world Kin. T. F. PaimBER

Healthy humanity, finding itself hard pressed
escape from sin and degradation, will leave the brood1™
over speculative pollution to the cynics and u__
“ righteous overmuch,” who, disagreeing in evci>
thing else, unite in blind insensibility to the noblefle”
of the visible world, and in ability to appreciate 11
grandeur of the place Man occupies therein.

Nay more, thoughtful men, once escaped from
blinding influences of traditional prejudice, will find
the lowly stock whence Man has sprung, the best cyi'
dence of the splendour of his capacities; and will diS'
cern in his long progress through the Past, a reasonab'O
ground of faith in his attainment of a nobler future.

T. 11, luxleyr
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Tendencious

It's as easy as lying,” said Hamlet. Well, most
R°Ple find lying absurdly simple, but efficient lying
% far from easy. Feeble lying fails to deceive; good
Png succeeds in deceiving. A liar on the grand
“ale can be excused for hitching his wagon to a star,
fe may become a diplomat and achieve a brilliancy
of reputation which will allow him occasionally to tell
|re, truth, in the knowledge that it is unlikely to be
Relieved. He may become a major statesman, for few
" that position abhor the taradiddle. And in the
Journalistic sphere it is the good liar who is marked
°ut for promotion. To him goes the job of writing
t'e tendencious paragraph or the tendencious article.
~'"s is no job for the pinchbeck reporter; it is re-
sPved for the journalist.

s le business of the tendencious paragraph is to
5?est some falsehood. It draws the line at direct
Us-statement; there are risks attached to that.

o4(’ apart from the danger of libel and the risk of

i eil(long important persons, there is still in existence

j, some quarters an old-fashioned prejudice against

niarbeting of falsehood. The dealer in the ten-
"cions escapes that reproach. He has developed a
lost elaborate technique. On page three of the
f,]]"llab in an article by Benjamin Blunt, the required

'in C ilr,Pressf°n fs engendered. On page five, in

article on Women's View, the same impression is
r'vVen>from an entirely different angle. Just as the

I "her is on the point of flinging the paper to one side

3. leads on the last page but one a further paragraph.
ks oiie contains less subtility; it states rather than

' 'Rgests. Care is however taken to leave open one
u two exits in case the situation should develop un-

""mfortably. Other papers, issued by spiritually-
.led publishing houses, lend a hand in the same

"'faction; and, should the response be encouraging,

"Ucessant gramophoning then proceeds. The teu-
encious writer has succeeded, and he senses that the
"ne has now arrived when a rise in emoluments may

Successfully be engineered.

Journalist Psmith and Journalist Ptomkins,
1j’Ccialists in the Tendencious, are recognized as so-
phisticated persons; higlily-skilled literary men;
"illiant members of the Fourth Estate. One can
IGtnit that high-skill is necessary so to steer your
°°Urse that your hands are shaken cordially by the
|ery best people, statesmen, ecclesiastics, even big
"isiness-men, when any clumsiness may have re-
cited, instead, in your being shrunk from as one
brinks from the obnoxious and malodorous sewer-
'‘at.  Yes, it takes skill; unless it be indeed true that
i ke day is gone when honest and courageous speech
Is admired by the people of this island; and what is
respected more is the ability to put over successfully
Jiood thumping lies, something that will enhance our

National pride, something that will remove even
blither clothing from the Sans-culottes, something
that will put money in our purse. *“ Begad, Sir,”

says Manfred Blimp, the manufacturer of Shaving
brushes, “ That fellow Ptomkins is a Knockout. He
"as the man who devised that story about anthrax
and Foreign Shaving Brushes all out of his head. We
"Hist see what we can do for him We’ll mention
b's name to old Waxen-Wurdz at the Club to-night,
b that kind of thing doesn’t deserve recognition,
"hat does? The nation should be proud of Ptoin-
bins.” And Cuthbert Blimp, the Egg Merchant,
likewise effervesces about Psmith, and the national
service he rendered by circulating telling ingenuities
about Chinese eggs.

Not that the tendencious gentlemen are confined to
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journalism. Observe that man in the corner-seat
who, on a long railway journey, ingeniously gets the
conversation round to the folly and lack of proper
patriotism in people who buy carelessly instead of
buying British. The suggestion is made by a fellow
passenger that if everyone acted upon that principle
then there would be, even in Britain, manufacturers
who would charge more heavily and give less value if.
the article from abroad were excluded. *“ Of course,
you're right, Sir,” you are rather surprised to hear.
“ There are firms who would get lazy and avaricious,
and give you a raw deal. But that does not apply to
the many old-established firms who have served the
nation well for years. What do you lose by support-
ing them? Take Sniffkin’s Sausages, for instance;
or Tootles’ Tooth Powder. Everyone knows they
are good. Why, Tootles has been known to be the
goods for over half a century! Is it fair, |1 ask you,
that this strictly reputable and honourable concern
should suffer from competition in Andorra or Pata-
gonia?” A noble creature, this! | often met him
when | travelled daily up and down the country.
Many is the fountain-pen, motor-car, and types of
boots, books and bacon, | acquired a prejudice against
by such skilful tendenciousness—perhaps in some
cases to my loss. Such smartness in salesmanship is
surely a trivial offence, if an offence at all, compared
to the peccancy of those who trade in the things of the
mind and offer false currency in that sphere.

“ Truth is a thing to be shouted from the house-
tops.” Who said that?” Was it an Archbishop, a
Bishop, a Missionary? It was William Kingdon
Clifford, a great nineteenth-century writer, a scientist,
a Freethinker, a great' man. Our great Modern
Press writers—who have religion in their bones, who
raise the banner for Religion, and God, and Jesus,
and lie like troopers—regard men like Clifford as
purveyors of folly. The word has gone forth : The
Truth is Dangerous, and any who show leanings
thereto must be butchered to make a scribbler’s holi-
day. The Truth is Dangerous is their belief; a be-
lief, all the same, never expressed, for the expression
of it is regarded as dangerous. This popular edu-
cation business was all a mistake; it is slowly but
surely creating havoc. But, thank God! we have
found the way out. The Mob can read, well then,
let them read ! Let them read what we give them.
What we will shout from the house-tops will be what
the vested interests in Christendom dictate. We
will gramophone the message of ecclesiasticism, the
message of every big and bad business, the message
of every ignoble institution that will bring us the
boodle; all these causes that cannot put up a
rational case, and which, when they see their precious
perquisites in danger, shout (and employ supers to
swell the shout) “ Tradition, Intuition, Symbolism,
What is Truth?” They pay, pay well, though often
in other ways than hard cash, for the Tendencious
paragraph; whilst the poor burglar or pickpocket
(who takes real risks in carrying on his profession)
rarely reaches a luxurious mode of living, and is
hardly ever asked out to a banquet. There is high
“ value ” attached to-day to the successful manipu-
lator of public opinion. He who inspires the little
paragraphs about the Magnificent, the Wonderful, the
Wise, the Ethical book called the Holy Bible is re-
garded as a person of enormous “ value.” He who
wishes to resuscitate the fortunes of the King who
gave his opinion that ‘‘the extermination once and for
all of the Left parties will put an end to the war in
Spain,” turns out tendencious articles to show that
that person has some very excellent personal habits
(the way he plays with his children is a treat to see.)
Such a writer is, in the view of some section of
opinion, undoubtedly a person of “ Value,” and,
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plainly, Right Honourable. For our part, we would
rather be a dog and bay the moon than be Right
Honourable on those terms.

T. H. Elstob.

How Things are Done in France

This is the report by M. A. Lorulot of the work done
in the last twelve months by the National Federation
of Freethinkers of France and its Colonies. -

The political arena has been so occupied with eco-
nomic and financial problems that it has been
scarcely possible to obtain a hearing for reforms of
an anti-clerical or rationalist character. When some
sort of a hearing has been obtained the Government,
in spite of its Socialist quality, has been only too
ready to sacrifice Freedom of Thought in order to
catch Catholic votes for its financial policy. Whether
the Popular Front has gained by its concessions to the
Catholics is a matter of considerable doubt. There
are some fifty members of the Chambre who are
declared Freethinkers, and have formed a parlia-
mentary group under the chairmanship of M. Quin-
son, the deputy for the Ain.

The late minister of the P.T.T., M. Gardillier,
promised the Federation to allow them a regular
broadcast. His successor has not yet fulfilled this
promise.

M. Zay, the Minister of National Education, has
made laudable efforts to preserve the secular nature
of the French State schools. Constant watchfulness
is required to prevent public money being allotted to
clerical establishments which have no right to it. The
laws enforcing secular education should be applied to
Alsace and to North Africa.

The Parliamentary Group has undertaken to ad-
vance these three demands.

The Federation has increased in membership con-
siderably. New branches have been founded in the
Aisne, the Var, the Vaucluse and Upper Savoy; they
all show a welcome liveliness.  Several other local
associations have joined the National Federation. The
Havre Society has founded an Orphanage, the Or-
phelinat Francisco Ferrer, which has given shelter
to thirty Spanish children.  This is a particularly
admirable effort.

Two new pamphlets have been published and dis-
tributed, each in editions of over 100,000; and other
pamphlets have been sold and distributed in similar
numbers.

This winter a special effort is to be made. Each
region is to organize an intensive propaganda with a
view to joining together all active Freethinkers in the
district.

The Annual Congress was held this year at Bor-
deaux, from August 12 to 18. Next year it will be
held at Boulogne.

The printing number of the weekly La Libre Pen-
sec has been increased to 32,000, which is a matter for
satisfaction.

And in Czechoslovakia

At the last census in this country everyone had to
declare their religious belief and, out of a population
of thirteen millions, over one million stated that they
had no religious creed. But of these million Free-
thinkers, only 50,000 belong to propagandist organ-
izations, and of these 10,000 are members of the Mor-
avian Socialist F'reethought Association which is so
strongly political in its outlook, that it will not affili-
ate to the World Union which requires of its mem-
bers, that they shall be of no one particular party,
just as the National Secular Society admits to its
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membership men of all political teanings, Prov'ge/g
that they can subscribe to the aims and aitic es
association.

Our Czech friends have been untiring in platform
propaganda and in publishing during the past yeal-
In addition they have worked along two Iines_vm%%
to me at any rate, seem particularly interesting
Czech State looks upon all religions with an impart
eye. Whatever Chureh ean show sufficient %enn .

. - . There is
to warrant it, will receive State support,
then in the process of formation a Freethoug
Church, which, it is proposed, should apply I°r
support on equal terms with the Catholics and
testants. With similar reasoning there are mial
in the State schools classes for instruction in al sU
religions as can show an adequate number °f P
of that denomination. Basing their claim on
regulation, the Volna Myslenka has been a e
establish classes in Moral Instruction for the c
ren of parents without religious beliefs. Id
(Prague) there are already 38 of these classes, m
40 (1,000 pupils) and in Pardubice 10; it is hope
establish over 50 more during the coming twe
month.

A source of trouble has developed in the rente ~
Most of these come from Germany and Austria, *
there are many Freethinkers among them who 1
been received with open arms by our friends _°i
Volna Myslenka. Some of them have ill-repaid J
hospitality, and over a score of spies have been ¢
covered among them. Yet they have been consider
with sympathy. Unable to gain a tolerable
often reduced to sore straits, they had been unabm
withstand the temptations of Nazi and Fascist e
saries who have made use of them and the entry g~
them into Czech homes for espionage. As there
also Spanish P'ascist refugees and Russian refuge”
the different species of exile are segregated by 1
Government now, and it is proposed that all refug
of no matter what sort should be found adegm®*
means of gaining their living so that espionage sh®l
no longer tempt them.

In June last the 500th anniversary of the execiiti
of Duba, the last Hussite leader, was celebrated, al
at the great demonstration organized at Kutna H°ril
the Freethought representative Spurny spoke Qi
same platform as the Agrarian (Conservative) M"1
ster of War.

The German-speaking Bund held their Annu®
Conference at Teplice, at which 8,000 Freethinker

were present.
C. Bradiwcgii Bonnee-

The Book of Mormon

Most people know that the Book of Mormon was wvrittd
on gold plates, which no one but Joe Smith and a fe"
chosen friends ever saw, and that an angel took thc™
away to heaven after Smith had translated it h'V
what he called English by thc aid of a pair of ma£lC
spectacles which accompanied the plates. But proba®"
few outside the Batter Day Saints have read the bo°k’
My copy lias 568 pages of about 600 words each. ~
might he approximately described as the books O
Joshua and Samuel transferred to American soil, with *
new set of priests, judges, prophets and kings very fike
those of Palestine. The Nephites, who were the AnieP'
in branch of the Chosen Race, escaped from Jerusaleml
in Nebuchadnezzar’s time, and crossed the Atlantic. The
Lord gave them lessons in ship-building, and superi®
tended the voyage. I11 the Promised Land, which op'
pears to be New England (though the geography IS
very vague and difficult to fit with any map), a greaf
part of them forsook the true faith, and became the
Lamanites, whose skins the Lord darkened to show kIS
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disapproval. ~ Wars between the Lamanites and the

wthodox Nephites, and heresies among the Nephites,

up the centuries till the time of Christ. The care of
Jehovah for his chosen race is shown by the fact that
llle earthquakes at the death of Christ, which did so

‘ttle damage in Palestine, destroyed all the cities of the
Nephites, and killed all the unrighteous Nephites, leav-
Ug only the righteous to welcome Christ, when he came
to see them for a few weeks after he left Palestine. He
Preached the Sermon on the Mount over again, and ap-
pointed twelve apostles, three of whom were never to
t'e- So they are alive now, but the man in charge of
tle Sold plates at the time, apparently a younger Nephi,
" Is forbidden to give their names. After Christ’s visit
e Nephites lived in paradisic communism for about 170
years, then they became wicked again. The prophet
eFrmon and his son Moroni in the fourth century, were
Ile Just guardians of the gold plates. Mormon tells us
‘When young | was large in stature, so the people of
ePhi appointed me leader of their annies,” and he did
s°nie successful fighting against Lamanites and Gadian-
ton robbers, but in his old age civilization began to break
"Pi and the story culminates with the great battle on
cumorah Hill in An. 385 when the Lamanites, with
enormous loss to themselves, all but exterminated the
1 ophites. 140,000 Nephites were slain, and a little later
Moroni found himself the only survivor, and in danger
H his life- Also there was no more room on the plates,
‘enigh they were written in reformed Egyptian, which
>kes up less room than Hebrew. So Moroni buried the
Pates on Cumorah Hill, not to be seen again till an
'UIH revealed them to Joe Smith.

An interesting passage is in the Book of Jacob ii. 27
Uacob was younger brother of Nephi, and lived about
ltc- 500). <There shall not any man among you have
'nore than one wife, and concubines he shall have none.”
'rm which it is easy to see that Mormons are as good
“t explaining away awkward passages of Scripture as
biiristians are. It was Joseph Smith who introduced
P%gainy, he had a special revelation to authorize it.

Another interesting text is Mosiah xviii. 24, ~which
orders priests to labour with their own hands for their
support. This is repeated in several other passages.

Alma 30, 48, Korihor said, “ |1 do not deny the exist-
ence of a God, but | do not believe there is a God, and 1
Sy also that ye do not know there is a God, and except
W show me a sign | will not believe.” This whs about
"c- 60. Now ‘‘there was no law against a man’s be-
H ” but one could hardly expect a prophet to extend
tolerance to such blatant agnosticism, so Alma struck
Korihor dumb, and after begging his bread miserably
for a time, he went among the Zoramites and was run
°'er and died. Alas, the power to strike heretics dumb,
though not quite lost is much diminished in these days.

rine of the Mormon’s last letters to his son Moroni is
devoted to condemnation of the “ solemn mockery ” of
~prizing infants who have nothing to repent of, and all

straight to heaven. So that, despite the constant
bloodshed in the Lord’s name, it seems that Jehovah lost
a little of his barbarity in crossing the Atlantic.

X.Y.

Acid Drops

bishop Barnes is alarmed at the drop in the birth-rate,
hot because it means smaller population, but because he
blinks we are breeding the poorer stocks, and this means,
j'e says, that “the best stocks are dying out.” Which is
hist nonsense. It is true that the people in the poorest
eUcumstances breed more freely than those in better
Crcumstances.  But setting aside that there is a larger
death-rate among the former than exists among the
'atter, there exists no scientific evidence that there is in
bie increase of the so-called “ lower classes,” anything
"ore than a problem in sociology. If to,000 children of
bie “ lower classes ” were transported at birth to the,
riremnstances in which the ‘‘ upper classes ” live, and
vice versa, there is no evidence that the products would
lie very much different from what they arc in existing
circumstances. Bishop Barnes appears to be beset with
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the snobbish idea that there really is something superior
in “the upper classes.” Take away the environmental
advantages—which include nutrition, education, etc.,
and it becomes clear that the difference is explained by
economic and purely cultural factors. Bishop Barnes’s
doctrine of the brotherhood of man appears to insist on
the doctrine of the “ elder brother ” as a dominating
factor.

The Church Times, commenting on the war between
Japan and China, and expressing its condemnation of the
awful slaughter of non-combatants, adds, “ Let the
Christian make no mistake. War now means massacre.
And the massacre method is succeeding.” We like that
word now—as if war ever ever meant anything else but
massacre. It has not always meant, of course, the
actual massacre of civilians at a given moment but
there have been few wars where the ordinary population
as apart from the soldiers, have not suffered, and this
applies particularly to those well-known wars fought in
the name of religion. The fight for supremacy between
Catholics and Protestants lasted for centuries with
terrible results in the sacking of towns and the indis-
criminate slaughter of men, women, and children—often
in.the name of the Pope or ‘* Our Lord.” What did the
Christian wars of the Crusades, or the Spaniards in the
Netherlands, mean except “massacre” ? Whether the
massacre method will succeed is another question. It
did not succeed in the past, and it may not succeed in the
present if the peoples of the world are determined that
it shall fail.

Roman Catholics in Liverpool have got to vote anti-
Conservative in the Municipal Elections. Their own
representative of God, Archbishop Downey, is telling
them so. The Conservative Party and the Church are
now in open opposition, and the bid by the Catholic-
dominated Labour Party to get the Church over lialf-a-
million pounds for its schools, has turned the elections
into a topsy-turvy religious squabble, in which there
will be much sectarianism talked and little politics.

As noted in a recent article in these columns, the
Labour Party has officially adopted a policy of full
grants to voluntary (Catholic) schools; the ruling Con-
servative Party have swung into action on a cry of “ no
grants "—described by Sir Thomas White, political
“ boss " of the city, as the “ supreme issue ” of the elec-
tions ; and now the Catholic Archbishop has advised all
his flock to vote against any supporter of the Conserva-
tive Party (and presumably to vote for any supporter of
the official Labour Party). His letter to the clergy, to be
read from all pulpits on the Sunday preceding the elec-
tions concludes : “ In view of the seriousness of the case
and the exceptional circumstances surrounding it, | ap-
peal to the Catholics of this city, on this occasion, be-
cause of the peculiar peril with which we are faced, to
put the interests of their schools (for which they have
made so many sacrifices in the past) above all interests,
and at the November Elections to register their votes
without fail against any candidate who supports the
official policy of the Conservative Party of this city.”

While Catholic Tories and Socialists are busy support-
ing and voting Labour, and anti-grant Tories and
Socialists arc busy voting Conservative, what the posi-
tion is of Labour candidates who do not accept the policy
of Catholic grants is not quite clear. And whether the
Labour Party has put the cat among the pigeons, or the
pigeon among the cats, also remains to be seen. There
are many lessons to lie drawn from these ‘‘ municipal
elections,” not the least of which is that the Conserva-
tives are arguing their 110-grants policy on a basis of
finance, and the Socialists their full-grants policy in the
interests of “ educational efficiency” ! So perhaps it
really isn’t a question of religion after all?

The Principal of the Yorkshire United Independent
College, speaking at Bristol, accused some of the Con-
gregationalist Churches of *“ fiddling while Rome
burns.” His remedy is “ more Congregationalism,”
which, put into homely phrase, simply signifies that
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there is “ nothing like leather.” He also said that
some of their churches viere not fit to choose a minister,
the implication of which is that the Congregationalist
Church contains ministers that are not fit to be chosen.
Well, he should know!

A Catholic publication, Daily Mass, has good news
for the Catholic business man. All he has to do is to
attend Daily Mass. This habit will

make your business or profession or occupation a thou-
sand times more successful than your own unaided
efforts, even if you slave from morning to night, could
possibly make it. Cannot He ward off a thousand
sources of failure ?
Come to Mass! Bread for Energy !
Do your daily- dozen.

Eat more Fish!
And—it pays to advertise.

The Church in Italy has just received a staggering
affront. It seems that Mussolini has appointed Gabriele
D’Annunzio as President of the Royal Academy of Italy,
in spite of the fact that the whole of the works of the
poet are on the Index, “ because,” says the outraged
Universe, “ of their grossly immoral and anti-religious
character. The poet has for years been identified with
anti-Catholic doctrines and propaganda.” D’Annunzio
has been appointed in the place of Marconi, who seems
to have been a devout Catholic, and the appointment
“ must make future relations between the Italian
Academy and the Vatican extremely embarrassing.”
Here one can see how Catholic influence would work if
it had the chance. Not the fitness or the reputation as
a poet of a man should be his qualification for a job, but
his religious beliefs. And the point to remember is the
insolence of the Church of Rome in this as in other re-
spects. We hold no brief for Mussolini, but we arc glad
to note that lie did not consult the Vatican before mak-
ing the appointment.

It is certainly interesting (to the outsider) to watch
the Hitlerite progress in religious unity. We read in
the News-Chronicle, that Hitler has accepted the “ Nur-
emberg Manifesto” on Christianity. The News-Chron-
icle quotes the following clauses in the Manifesto :—

Germany’s division into various faiths and beliefs is
an insult to God whose creative will meant all Germans
to be a united people.

Christ is the basis of our faith not as the offspring
and perfector of Jewry, but as the deadly enemy of the
Jews.

Every alien spirit, therefore, should be driven out of
the Church, and a German Christianity should be
erected as a faith for all Germans, and to include all
faiths.

It is all very well for the editor of the London journal re-
ferred to, to claim that this is tantamount to ‘‘ the com-
plete rejection of the teachings of the New Testament.”

The latter is so contradictory that it is equally
possible to prove from the New Testament, (i)
that Jesus intended His " salvation” to extend

only to Jews, or (2) that Jesus offended the Jews
mainly because He opposed them or still worse ignored
them.  But there can be no contradiction to the out-
standing fact of history that for many centuries the
whole Christian Church persecuted and hated Jews.
Hitler has an immense Christian tradition in favour of
his worst crimes.

We are constantly learning “ What Jesus Meant,” but
we felt a bit surprised to read in the editorial columns of
the British Weekly that Jesus recommended mankind to
“ read the newspapers.” Which newspapers?  The
editor docs not say. But we have no doubt he thinks
his own journal at least a runner-up in the guessing
competition. The only newspaper Jesus actually men-
tioned was the Times (see Matt. xvi. 3). A pious detesta-
tion of all newspapers once inspired a preacher to take
for his text Mark ii. /(.(“ They could not come night unto
Jesus because of the press.”)

Mr. Ernest Boole, the famous American author, ex-
plains (in the October Harper's) the extraordinary
development of the Boy Soldier movement in Italy.
Mussolini  has created soldiers out of six-year
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latiou of civ~J,ds decreed that Italy must have a popu-

must be “ y lin lons 'W 1950 (17 million more babies
teSt the " in N 3-ears). We note with in-
Mr Poop, 1 ' layer '°r “ ffrace before meat ") which,
life.” Wn 1™’ asks God to “ £rant the Duce a lbng

’. -
ilin

confined ir V.0 T*O0 tllat “ religious training, fatiowerty
onhned to the elementary schools is expen%ﬁ

the higher schools and in the OPera ;
National Boy Soldier Brigade), there is a SNaPlinagy
every legion.” In a way, this is an answer to tic
asked question, What is the use of Religion?

£40,527 has now been subscribed to the Bish™P ~
Coventry’s appeal for £65000 to provide
church halls, etc., for his diocese. Even Lord i _
sent £10,000 towards the fund. The Bishop of C'e~™
ford wants seven more churches and three ni1 »
churches in Stratford, and he urgently appeals °r ~
annual sum of £11,000. The Bishop of Truro
£10,000 for Cornish church schools—and so the m~
game goes on. The point to note is that the nion 7 ~
each case will be forthcoming, and it goes to supp
worn-out faith, and an effete religion, instead of
in the relief of genuine suffering. If there is au>
much more tragic than this waste of money in a
cause we should like to know what it is.

N

One of our Catholic journals dealing with the “Bril'-
Israel ” nonsense says that ‘‘ it is one of the oddities
human psychology that recurrent aberrations of 1
kind can from time to time enlist the interest and °P
the purse-strings of otherwise normal and intell'ff
people. Superstition takes many forms, and this is °
of the oddest.” Well, well, a typical example of
kettle calling the pot black! for every word quoted
just as easily refer to the writer’s own pure and undefi L™

»man Catholicism. If we were asked to give a sup
reme example of the most childish superstition an
credulity, we could think of no better illustration.

Confetti manufacturers look like being very hard h'j
in the near future. It seems that some of the church 1
hate having to clear up the stuff after a wedding, 81
are making the unlucky bridegroom deposit 10s. bef°IC
the ceremony, the money to be returned if the cliurc
and grounds are left quite clean afterwards; if not, t'a
money goes to the cleaners. So there goes with a balt,
one of the most cherished privileges of the spectators »
weddings, and one of those old customs probably bad
on a symbolism which would shock most people if thO
knew it. One ought to add that some of the churches il
America charge 25s., but that is to be expected from t't*
laud of big ideas.

Fifty Years Ago

The Rock enters its indignant protest ” against |
paper of Canon lsaac Taylor in praise of Mohammed»1l
ism. It laments that his views could not have been 11L
on the spot with “ the instant reply and stern rebuff
which they deserve.” The Rock displays its ideal O
Christian charity by stigmatizing Mohammedanism as
“ a foul and debasing religion.” Christianity profess®
to do as it would be done by. But if anyone calls Chris*
ianity a foul and debasing religion, how will the R°c’
take such a remark ? Carried away by its desire to cod
demn Canon Taylor’s too truthful utterances, the R°/
exclaims:. “ What shall we say to the man who, in Il
Christian assembly, with a Bishop in the chair, apo'c
gizes for polygamy and excuses slavery!” This questin'l
is evidently thought to be a crushing one. Yet wha*
else can a Christian do, what else does he do, when elm"
lenged upon the polygamy and slavery that God allowed
under the Old Testament dispensation? What shall W
say, in turn, of the bishop or editor who “ apologize”
for polygamy and excuses slavery ” as having been pcj'
mitted by God’s law? If Mohammedan polygamy 1S
dreadfully bad for the uncivilized tribes of Africa, why
was Jewish polygamy so good and elevating for tbc
patriarchs and chosen people ?

The Freethinker, October 30, 1887.
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61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4

Telephone NoO. : Centrai, 2412.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

j thanks for cutting. The advertisement and the
aact are fair samples of the type of intelligence to which
\V ‘nst'anity is forced to appeal nowadays,
j ' "tEAEOR—Pleased to have your appreciation of our
our']6 e ticton Hall. We always aim at giving of
ii » lest, and the best can do no more.
| hAviN—ah Freethinkers are “ out for social reform,”
't does not follow that, therefore, the N.S.S. must
J ' as an organization for a particular plan or policy.
lat is to make activities of the Society subservient to a
articular political or economic theory. The distinction
j IHJd be clear to all who have not exchanged one bigotry
°r another. And the social activities of Freethinkers are
4’ We hope, exhausted by the National Secular Society.
le domination of a one-eyed view on social matters is
ely, in the long run, to prove as dangerous as a one-
na  v'ew QU religion.
NIi-Duhring.” —Strictly, belief in anything must im-
SV SOne concePtion of the thing in which one believes.

U Zar aS MMe belief 'n a K°d *s concerned, it is not hard
see the position. The belief begins in gods as coples of

j,len; f° far as the belief continues as a real belief “god”
s still thought of in terms of “man.” But there is a grow-
"k field in which “ god ” is used as a mere word that
1jtnds, not for belief, but for a mere profession of belief.
*ay we commend our pamphlet Gods and their Makers
J i'ran outline of the subject,
—ft would take too much space to answer your ques-
“ Wherein one can benefit by exchanging religion for
Js heisni ?” in a paragraph. We suggest a reading of
Jeethought literature such as is advertised. A reading
Letters to a Country Vicar and Fan Lectures on Re-
IK°n and Life, would be quite enough to show the ab-
ti§/uerd,i,ty of assuming that our position is a “ mere nega-

-Tapp—Thanks for good wishes from vourself and
«aniily. We may be writing later on the subject of your
enclosures. Your cuttings will then prove useful.
rs- C. M. Reid—We are obliged for address of a likely
new reader; paper being sent for four weeks.

~le offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular
Society Limited, are now at Farringdon Street, London,

. L-C.q. Telephone: Central 1367.
ecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
L-C4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
Inserted.

[hen the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all cotn-
'nunications should be addressed to the Secretary R. H.
Posctti, giving as long notice as possible.

'ricnds who send ns newspapers would enhance the favour
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°f the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

All cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press," and crossed “ Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerkenwell Branch."

L/ie " Freethinker " will be fonvarded direct from the Pub-
lishing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, 15/-; half year, gfb; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plums

We again call the special attention of London Free-
thinkers to the Social that is to take place at the
hishopsgate Institute, Bishopsgate, E.C., on Saturday,
November 13. The Bishopsgate Institute is central for
Hie whole of London, buses and trains running from all
directions. The function commences at 7 o’clock, but

friends will be welcomed at 6.30. There will be a good j | ords, and won.

musical programme, dancing, and refreshments. Tickets
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are 2s. 6d. each, and we invite early application. The
Social is organized by the Executive, and London mem-
bers should see to it that the gathering is a success.
We hope that many members will bring friends with
them. Tickets may be obtained from the Freethinker
and N.S.S. Offices.

@

There was a “ crowded house ” at Mr. Cohen’s lecture
in the McLellan Galleries, Glasgow, on Sunday last. Mr.
Cohen has a weakness for Scotch audiences, and the
close attention with which his arguments were followed
justified the appreciation he has for them. The ques-
tions, too were also very much to the point. Attend-
ances, sales of literature, etc., all, we learn, set up a re-
cord. The one regrettable tiling was that the demand
for the current issue of the Freethinker was greater than
the supply. There was a very brisk sale of the Pam-
phlets for the People. Mr. Smith, Vice-President of the
Branch, took the chair and carried out his duties in an
admirable manner. The Glasgow Branch is working
very hard just now, and deserves all the local support it
can get. Mr. Cohen is now taking two or three week’s
holiday from lecturing. lie has had a strenuous time
the last three weeks, and there are many things await-
ing his attention.

Mr. Cohen asks the indulgence of his correspondents
and readers for some delay in dealing with matters that
ought to have received attention. But lie has been
heavily pressed with work for the past three weeks, and
has had to be a deal away from home. This week his
visit to Scotland, usually taking from Saturday morning
to Monday evening—itself a serious inroad into a busy
week—has been extended until Wednesday evening ow-
ing to Society business in Edinburgh. He may have more
to say about this last item, next week. So we hope
that readers and correspondents will bear this in mind
and join us in regretting- that it is very difficult to
squeeze more than twenty-four hours into each day.

Mr. Cohen spent a very pleasant couple of hours on
Wednesday last in a “talk” with a number of members
of the South West London Post Office staff. He was asked
to talk to them on “ Freethought,” and the questions
showed a very keen appreciation of the points raised.
The address covered the bearing of Freetholdght on re-
ligious, social and political problems. If we are any
judge of audiences, we opine that the discussion will
not cease with the departure of the speaker.

We are not surprised to find that the clergy of Preston
are not all satisfied with the omission of the mayoral
church service by the corporation, the occasion being
the election of a Roman Catholic Mayor. A protest
against the policy adopted has been sent to the Lanca-
shire Daily Tost, signed by The Clnircli Association, The
Loyal Orange Association, and the Woman’s Protestant
Union. It is quite usual to find Christians angry when
any form of religious monopoly or injustice is removed.
We are not, of course, blind to the fact that the motive
of the corporation in suspending the ridiculous Church
Parade was due to the Mayor being a Roman Catholic,
and not to any sense of justice to citizens as a whole.
Still, it may serve as a precedent to be used when Pres-
ton Christians develop a sufficiently strong sense of
justice to recognize that a Mayor is elected to discharge

a purely civic function, and not to advertise this or that
Church.

We are indebted to one of our readers for a reference
to the case of Bowman v. .Secular Society, Limited, by
Lord Macmillan, whose authority on law no one will
question, in liis Taw and Other Things. Lord Macmillan
describes the case as “ probably tbe most illuminating
case on the change which has come over opinion in
modern times.” That ease, wé may remind readers,
arose over a contested legacy to the Secular Society,
Limited. It was fought right through to the House of
It established, for the first time, the
unquestionable right of a Freethought Society to money
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bequeathed to it. It was, as the founder of the Secular
»Society, Limited, described it, the financial charter of
liberty for Freethouglit. It made a legacy secure for a
Freethought Society and for Freethought purposes, and
is the leading case wherever English law has any
authority.

The interesting thing to note is that it was the judg-
ment delivered by Lord Chief Justice Coleridge on the
second trial of G. W. Foote (Founder of the Freethinker)
for blasphemy, which provided the foundation on which
the Secular Society was built. Hitherto, the Christians
had robbed Freethinkers at will.  From that trial the
financial side of the Freethought movement was made
secure. Freethinkers could leave what they wished to a
Freethought organization, or to a free journal such as
the Freethinker, in the absolute certainty that their
wishes would be carried out by their executors.

The Birkenhead Branch of the N.S.»S.'at its meeting
on October 10, passed a resolution protesting against all
forms of dictatorship as a threat to intellectual freedom,
and condemning acts of violence at public meetings, and
expressed the opinion that the continuance of such
methods can lead only to the introduction of further re-
strictions in such liberties as we now possess. We hope
that this resolution has been sent to the press, and that
it will receive the publicity it deserves.

The Leicester Secular »Society issued a questionnaire
to all candidates for the municipal elections, enquiring
whether they were prepared to support the Sunday open-
ing of Cinemas, Sunday games in parks and recreation
grounds, and whether they would favour information
being given to all parents that it was within their rights
to withdraw children from religious instructions, and
without any questioning as to the reasons for so doing.
If these do nothing else, they will indicate that others
beside the more bigoted type of Christians are alive and
watchful.

Determined efforts are being made to bring back the
Christian Religion and the Christian Bible into the
Primary schools of New Zealand. A section of the press
is busily engaged in recalling to religion the 80 or 90 per
cent of the population who are non-church-goers. It is
realized that this can only be done by one method : Get
hold of the child and pump into him daily the Lie of
Ides that the Bible is not the work of man, but the work
of God. It is recognized as clearly impossible to pro-
duce such a belief in the mind of anyone over twenty
years of age without this preliminary treatment.

The Dominion has pulled out of its cases the type of
a leading article on the subject of the Bible :—

Apart from all questions of creed or dogma, the fact
remains that in the pages of the Bible are to be found
tlie noblest philosophy, the finest language and the most
exalting precepts that could possibly be given to the
children. Why keep it out of the schools?

Trumpet this nonsense again and again, and continue the
process in the schools. It is the only way the future
population of New Zealand can be prevailed upon to bow
the knee.

The President of ‘‘ Our Lady’s Missionary Society”
writes us,

Our Lord Jesus Christ cannot be injured by anything
written about him in the Freethinker, or any other
organ. But | am sorry for you.

If our Lord Jesus Christ cannot be injured by the Free-
thinker, then lie has no cause for complaint. And if we
cannot detach anyone from the worship of Jesus Christ,
then no believer has any complaint to make. Which
makes us wonder why Mrs. Evelyn L- Thomas takes the
trouble to write us. Perhaps it is only to assure us that
she agrees with Jesus Christ in having nothing about
which to complain. Thus all ends happily—or ought
to.
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The Understanding

tint *e nian diat hndeth wisdom, and the nman
at getteth understanding.”—Prov. in. 13.

and Wi'tfdn<eec™ must he be, if, when in finding

eood lcllift V'° suc”™ desirable things, he can make
tS s Htc For> mere possession of
Hanninr. % If any’ happiness may be expected.
pos»(.cc;nSS' i° a SOlt' can he got from the mere lust of
to be smt'f Sk n°t for some People. The happiness
be nmn f-r°ni "hsdom and understanding can only

ilL T mtC t0 the nse ™Mde of them,

coniiimo- 1 1lISe Is made of understanding than in
neas to b m,mber of the beast, the little happi-
Nr,nrl G7° "’ "“en the number is told one before-

and, cannot amount to much,
mein ,7 WO Understanding was brought before
cide t 1 I"n°rOUS way over sixty years ago. The hi-

ing, a wonderful boo? » Understand-

u's story, which 1| tell presently, showed me h%v,_
in his own way, a man may answer a question
rectly, and yet be absolutely wrong. If a question ¢

capable of two or three different interpretations )
must have two or three different, and yet oo

answers. H
Locke was aware of this and much more,

says :—

* *

I know there are not words enough m t?n%
language to answer all the variety of ideas

enter into men’s discourses and reasonings.

So he tells us for “ the diversion of some of
idle and heavy hours,” he wrote this book “ to be
some service to the human understanding.”
he began “ to examine our own abilities, and »
what objects our understandings were or were
fitted to deal with.” @

And in what an interesting way he proceeds to
what seems to be his great task :—

To break In upon the sanctuary of vanity
ignorance.

Locke’s valuable book was published in 1689- X
is still worth reading. His method of writing a
reasoning still deserves studying. Locke never khl
any claim to infallibility, and had he been living h’
day, no man would have enjoyed correcting bis boo >
where it needed it, more than he.

But, whether his book be read or not, bis “Ect,
cation ” of it to the Earl of Pembroke, “ The Ep'stc
to the Reader,” and the “ Introduction” to it are cd
tainly worthy of attention.

In his “ Dedication,” he tells us that “ The m'P'l
tation of novelty is a terrible charge amongst th<Fe
who judge of men’s heads, as they do of their Pcl
ukes, by the fashion; and can allow none to be rig
but the received doctrines. Truth scarce yet carrie
it by the vote anywhere at its first appearance; rx"
opinions are always suspected, and usually opposed’
without any other reason but because they are n°
already common. But truth, like gold, is not t'e
less so for being newly brought out of the mine.”

From this mere taste of the “ Dedication ” d'c
reader may judge of its quality.

And here follows an interesting sample of ‘‘‘lhc
Epistle to the Reader ” :(—

Every step the mind takes in its progress t°'
wards knowledge makes some discovery, which
not only new, but the, best, too, for the time at least-

For the understanding, like the eye, judging oi
objects only by its own sight, cannot but be please™
with what it discovers, having less regret for what
has escaped it, because it is unknown. Thus he
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who lias raised himself above the alms-basket, and
not content to live lazily on scraps of begged
opinions, sets his own thoughts on work, to find
;I follow truth, will (whatever he lights on) not
nfiss the hunter’s satisfaction; every moment of his
Pursuit will reward his pains with some delight, and
fie will have reason to think his turn not ill spent,
even when he cannot boast of any great acquisition.

And now, reader, if you do not step out in search
new knowledge you cannot very well blame
bocke.
ut Eocke wished to avoid any abuse of language,
S that misinterpretation should be well night im-
possible.
Vague and insignificant forms of speech, and
j nse °f language,” he says, “ have so long passed
°r mysteries of science; and hard or misapplied
"°rds, with little or no meaning, have by prescrip-
jlon>sueh a right to be taken for deep learning and
'cTht of speculation; that it will not be easy to per-
suade either those who speak or those who hear
,em, that they are but the covers of ignorance, and

U~ rance to true knowledge.”

of

lhen in his “ Introduction,” he strives to show
S that it is “ useful to know the extent of our com-
Nehension.” He says: “ | can discover the powers

‘ereof, J10w far they reach, to what things they are
m any degree proportionate, and where they fail us,

sl,ppose it may be of use to prevail with the busy
uund of man to be more cautious in meddling with
. Ungs exceeding its comprehension, to stop when it
s at the utmost extent of its tether, and to sit down
M a duiet ignorance of those things which, upon ex-
amination, are found to be beyond the reach of our
capacities. We should not then, perhaps, be so for-
j'ard, out of an affectation of any universal know-
cuffe, to raise questions, and perplex ourselves and
‘fibers with disputes, about things to which our un-
(erstandings are not suited, and of which we cannot
'aine in our minds any clear or distinct perceptions,
°r whereof (as it has, perhaps, too often happened)
Ue have not any notions at all. If we can find out
'low far the understanding can extend its view, how
ar it has faculties to attain certainty, and in what
cases it can only judge and guess, we can learn to
content ourselves with what is attainable by us in this
state.”

1'hen, later, when speaking of “ Our Capacity,
e*%-)” he says: “ Men may find matter sufficient to
busy their heads and employ their heads with
Variety, delight, and satisfaction, if they will not
boldly quarrel with their own constitution, and throw
away the blessings their hands are filled with, be-
cause they are not big enough to grasp everything.
'‘Ae shall not have much reason to complain of the
"arrowness of our minds, if we will but employ them
about what may be of use to us; for of that they are
Very capable : and it will be unpardonable as well
as childish peevishness, if we undervalue the ad-
vantages of our knowledge, and neglect to improve it
to the ends for which it was given us, because there
are some things that are set out of the reach of it.”

And again he says: ‘‘* When we know our own
strength we shall the better know what to undertake
"ith the hopes of success.”

To get to know the constitution of the mind, to
take a survey of our own understandings, examine
mm own powers, and see what things they were
adapted for : this is what Eocke tried to do. The
above will show the general reader that “ The Dedi-
cation,” “ Preface,” and *“ Introduction ” to this
book are too valuable to miss.

Come now, and let us laugh together saitli the
humourist. For too much “ soberness consisteth
not with good health, for the blood ceaseth to flow
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and becoineth stagnant; but laughter and life goetlf
hand in hand, it looseneth the frame, the blood
courseth merrily through the body, and filleth us full
of health and hope. Methinks, more is to be hoped
from the “ noisy laughter of the fool,” than from
the saturnine sobriety of the Puritan.”

At the beginning of this essay 1 said that, over
sixty years ago*, a humorous story introduced me to
Eocke “On the Human Understanding.” Here in
conclusion is the story :—

A gentleman, in making application for a house,
added a P.S. to his letter—“ Please say if there is a
W.C.?”

The agent in reply said : “ Re your P.S. The
nearest W.C. is almost two miles off. It is a com-
fortable place and has seating of 400.”

Now had the gentleman been enquiring about a
Wesleyan Chapel, he would have had no reason to
complain of the agent's correct, yet misleading,

answer.
George Wai.i,ace.
The Virgin Birth
Sceptic : “ What sustains you in your belief that the

Virgin Birth of Jesus is an.historical fact?”
Average Christian: “ Nothing in particular, ex-

cept that | have been reared in a religious atmo-
sphere.”
Si. . “ Have you examined the question closely

with the aid of critical literature?”

A.C. : “ No. | have never considered this step
necessary, for it seems to me that such a wonderful
event could not have been evolved from the human
imagination.”

S. : “ Are you aware that it is on record that many

Pagan and other Gods are alleged to have been born
of virgin mothers long before the Christian era?”

A.C. : “ I am not. | have listened to scores of ser-
mons from the pulpit, and have no recollection of
having heard any reference to these events.”

S. : “You do not surprise me. Broadly speaking,
the clergy are careful to avoid any allusion to the sub-
ject of Comparative Mythology, knowing that if their
followers acquired a knowledge of it their faith in
historic Christianity would evaporate.”

A.C. : “ What are your grounds for doubting the
truth of the Virgin Birth story?”

S. “ Rather should | ask, ‘* What are your grounds
for believing it?” The Epistles were written before
the existence of the Gospels, and no reference is
made therein to the event. The writers evidently
had never heard of it. Neither Mark nor John refers
to the incident; and the accounts appearing in Mat-
thew and Euke, our only authorities for the story, are
contradictory. 111 the former Joseph dreams that an
angel informs him of the expected birth, and in the
latter it is Mary herself who learns the news from an
angel. Christian biblical experts say that no trace of
the story can be found until after Matthew and Euke
were written, and that the details in these two gos-
pels are obvious interpolations. Assuming, how-
ever, they are not interpolations, what evidence is
there for the story ? Neither Joseph nor Mary has
left any record of his or her experiences, and Jesus
himself made no claim to a supernatural origin.
Details of a dream, and a visit by an angel,
recorded by unidentified writers many years after the
alleged events, are all we have in support of the tale.
This ‘evidence ' would be rejected emphatically by
any sane legal tribunal, with an expression of aston-
ishment at the mentality of the claimants.”

A.C. : “ That may, or may not, be so, nevertheless
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I cannot ignore the important fact that our clergy
who, as you will admit, are pious and educated men,
have complete faith in the story. If they entertained
the slightest doubt on the subject they would not sub-
scribe to the Thirty-Nine Articles.”

S. : “ Has it never occurred to you that many of
them do so with tongue in cheek? It seems to me
that they are forced to this subterfuge by the know-
ledge that their refusal would mean the loss to them
of secure and congenial employment. They are
human, and their personal moral standard is no
higher than that of ordinary mortals like ourselves.
It is a mistake to assume they are a body of saints.”

A.C. : “ Can you mention an instance of a clergy-
man openly repudiating the doctrine?”

S. : “ It is common knowledge that a small but in-
creasing number of the clergy, who, of course, have
previously expressed their faith in the Thirty-Nine
Articles, disapprove of it. Not long ago an
Archdeacon in the West of England complained of
the attitude of certain clergymen who, from the pul-
pit, criticized the doctrine; and expressed his opinion
that they should resign their livings. The doctrine
appears to be struggling to maintain its existence.
You will probably be surprised to hear that a bishop
has already suggested that it should no longer be re-
quired as an essential part of the creed.”

Pro Reason.

W anted—A Creator

Two men stood arguing outside the Church. On
the night air came the words : ” turn to Jesus,
he will not allow nations to burn wheat when child-
ren starve.”

They were grown men. Obviously just out of the
bible class or men’s meeting. They were solving
their brothers’ fate on the doctrines they had but re-
cently swallowed.

The platitude is as ” rich ” as the old chestnut:
“ God is in his heaven, Britons are awake, all is
right with the world.” What a state we should be
in, to be sure, if God was not in his heaven, and
Britons were all asleep!

Well, children—to say nothing of the grown-ups—
still starve and wheat is still burned. The solution
of the pious gentlemen outside the Church is not very
helpful. The whole history of that Church, and of
all others too, bristles with examples of bolstering-up
the status quo. While the existing state of things
economical and political are beneficial to the clergy
—and who can deny that they are and have been?—
they are opposed to any change or reform.

To the present disorder in the world the religions,
individually or collectively, can bring no solution,
indeed no alleviation. They can and do placate the
unfortunates, and they can talk. But deeds not talk
are wanted now more than ever before.

A creator is wanted. A wonderful new world, full
of happiness, devoid of want, poverty and drudgery
is possible; it is about us, waiting to be given form.
A creator? There are thousands. The inventors,
tlie scientists and the engineers have brought the
dream of centuries almost—but not quite—within our
grasp.

A midwife is required to bring about these marvels
without a great upheaval, without smashing life and
civilization completely in the birth.

The powers of darkness, blind politicians, in-
sane economists, eighteenth century minds and arch-
aic spiritual beliefs hold us back. Over them reigns
the God of Money, a God far more potent and far
more jealous than those of the churches.
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Machines which can do the day’s work of thirty
accountants in an hour, produce paint from wood,
drugs and dyes from common chemicals, wool fi°nl
milk and make motor-car parts from soya beans arc
going to play havoc with our worn-out economic sys
tern when they become prevalent in a very short
time. Iwo years ago, half a million acres of hm
\cnt out of cultivation in India when a genius dis
covered synthetic indigo.

Will the ” turning to Jesus ” advocated by the
hible-class solutionists give work to the displacer
Or provide a better life (materially) to the com-
munity? Or both? Or neither?

It is computed that, with drastic re-organization 0
Society, no man need work more than from four to
five hours a day and still lead a fuller and better life
than he does at present.

Religious and other bodies which tend our souls
and ignore our bodies—except when war threz{g _t_h
are now concerned with what we are going to do
all this leisure to be. Shall we become vicious, sI¢
ful, lazy? Satan will surely find work for idle
hands, they say.

Drudgery, respect-destroying poverty, slums end
hopelessness in a professed' Christian country, in the
iichest country in the world; remedies within ham
reach . . . and the clergy talk about the dangers of
leisure, the deluded argue about Jesus not allowing
the burning of food !

It is small wonder that there is discontent and an
e\er-increasing turning from the propaganda of the
maidservant of the State, and of the status <u0
When folk think more of their material betterment,
and what stands in the way of its attainment, then " e
are on the road (but only just started) to breaking
down the house that harbours these evils. The nmain
buttress of that house is religion in its manv gL{ﬁngr;]

Fill the bellies of the masses, clothe and house
properly and that “ change in the hearts and mm
of man,” so often reiterated in the pulpit will be
accomplished fact and the long promised, wonder
“ Things to come,” will be “ Things as they are.

A. F. WiimTAJUm

Correspondence

PACIFISM

TO the Editor of the “ Freethinker ”

Sir,—Imagine my surprise when in this week’s is§c§
of the Freethinker, | read, under the jottings O
“ Acid Drops,” the following sentences : “ We are ~
pleading for a foolish pacifism. . . . We may take "<
in given circumstances as inevitable.”

It seems to me utterly incompatible with the adm"™®
able views of the Freethinker, which is one of the m°s
rational newspapers (or journals) in England, that snc
an irrational statement as this should appear. The editd
and contributors to this journal (1 have the Frcelhinkef
sent to me even when 1 am in France or Spain) :lL
able to present a perfectly logical explanation for tl'e
phenomena which encompass us, and under no circiml
stances do | think that they would advocate mass re-
ligious conversions, inasmuch as they are able to sc®
that religion in toto is sheer nonsense. And yet, we ar®
all able to see the reasons for war, although persona
theories (the Malthusian, the Marxist, and the Anarc-
hist) may be at variance. Still, you state that “ War m
given circumstances may be inevitable.” Of courSe’
the man who shouts that he doesn’t want diptheria, and
yet refuses to have inoculations is very much like the
man who doesn’t want war, and yet refuses to take the
necessary steps to prevent such a catastrophe.  Aftcl
all, we know that given the hypothesis of certain eco-
nomic conditions, we will have war; why in that case
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you think that economics will perform a dramatic
Vlte-face, and thus making the outbreak of war in-
evitable” As much as | like the Freethinker, | con-
fer that this paragraph in “ Acid Drops ” is the most
irrational which has ever appeared. There can be no
oolish Pacifism intent on preserving Peace, for after all
Je have iir front of ns two horrible instances on the
‘ailure of '‘foolish Pacifism,” vide the civil war in Spam,
A4 the Japanese aggression in China. If the people o
the World were Pacifists, and their pacifism was built
lI'on the concrete foundations of mental resistance (see
e Wgt's Pour Vaincre sans Violence) Peace would be a
stronger implement for effecting “ resistance t mil
Mar- After all, do we feel greater affinities for the Mos-
Jlites in England (beside whom we would have to g it
11a future war unless we are conscientious objectors) or
’n’'t we recognize that our country is only bounded by
‘2t minds and greater affinities exist for us toward t ic
freethinkers and Scientists of Germany, France,
Russia, Italy, Plungary, Austria, China, and any other
nition. Yet, tliat is all war is; it is the insularizing (°)
0 °ur intelligence, so that we destroy men agains
we have no ill-feelings, except those irritated by
a Government intent upon preserving its financial in-
terests.
Let me assure you that I am exceedingly fond of the
reethinker, and | only write this letter because | think
tllat the article I criticized deviates from the usual high
standards of its policy. R- s - BulM-

[IVe have been obliged to delete some portions of this
leUer, purely from considerations of space, but we
>ae not, we think, deleted anything vital to the writer’s
P°mt of view.—Ed.]

FREETHOUGHT AND FICTION

—It is not essential to -logical controversy to

‘tswer every point that is raised, irrespective of its
Svalance. In the matter of “ carefully avoiding ” rele-
,.'nt points, | leave it to your readers to decide who is

'«.most adept—Mr. Rowland or myself!

binee | cannot trespass on your space to the extent of

'/Titillating the arguments put forward in my article,
~ Lhe Poison of Fiction,” | have no option but to sum-
Y "ize the position again in the form of this question

a Rationalist were compelled to vote for the destruc-

"m either of all works of fiction or of all works of fact

"eh alternative would he choose? All unequivocal
a'swer would indicate whether he were Ol my side or
01 Nr. Rowland’s.

| lie latter declares that | have no right ” to

-'Bounce, as purveyors of mental dope, many writers of
"Lon who have “ provided entertainment ” for thou-
sH(s of people. Begging his leave, | claim the right

every man to denounce anything which he deems to

¢ barmful to humanity. And one of these things, in
"Tv opinion, is the present-day widespread habit of
"allowing in fiction. Also, having already exposed the

1 nlagy of arguing in favour of a practice Ol the grounds
N its “ providing entertainment” (even be it to Free-
thinkers), | cannot further trespass on your space by
‘cpeating the pertinent passages from my article.

‘n conclusion, | will say that anyone who answers my
'l'iestion by voting in favour of retaining fiction, and
‘"stifles his choice on the grounds that it ‘* provides cn-
‘ei'tainment,” has no right to denounce religion or the
Gergy. The latter justify their “ mental dope,” Ol the
grounds of the *“ happiness” it gives. The argu-
"lent that religion does not provide “ real ” happiness
Is easily countered by the argument that fiction does
It provide “ real” entertainment.

C. S. Fraser.

. [Our apologies to Mr. Fraser are due for this late inser-
I0H of his letter.—Ed.]

TOLERATION

Sir,—May | put in a word on the side of Mr. Bayard
Simmons ? For, | think you will agree, the question
'vhich he raises is one of basic importance to all Free-
Hunkers, and likely to become more and more pressing
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in our broken world. While one considers opinions purely
as opinions, it is easy to take an abstract viewpoint of
absolute tolerance; but when one faces up to the way in
which at a certain point opinions merge into acts, one
needs a more complex analysis.

This problem is not one that matters during socially
settled periods. Then the slogan of absolute tolerance is
the right one. But when social cleavages begin to grow
chasmic, then the way in which opinions relate to
activity becomes of more and more pressing importance.
Every advance whatever that mankind has made has
been as the result of struggle. Individual work, such as
inventions, scientific discoveries, art, etc., may seem at
first glance unrelated to the mass stiuggle; but a closer
scrutiny shows how they are involved in it. The basis
of all social advance for humanity has been mass-
struggle.

To deny the reality of struggle is to stand outside
humanity altogether—to claim the heritage, but to re-
fuse the work of defending it. It ill becomes Free-
thinkers to adopt an attitude which is a derivation of
Christian Pacifism.

The Liberals and Labour-leaders of Germany insisted
(in accents indistinguishable from those of the passage
which Air. Simmons quotes from the Times), that the
way to preserve liberty was to ignore Fascism, to laugh
at it, to do anything rather than fight it with a mass-
struggle. The lonely efforts of the Communist Party to
organize mass-opposition could not, under such circum-
stances, mobilize the forces of liberty in sufficient
strength to beat Fascism by the time it was ripe to
snatch at power.

Liberals and Labour-leaders have learnt their lesson in
France and .Spain. That is why F'ascism has been held
back. They have not learnt it in England. But the
masses are wiser. The London masses have already
twice, Ol the most important occasions, defied the Paci-
fist advice of their Labour-leaders (uttered almost word
for word with the disastrous advice which the social-
democratic leaders gave jto the German masses). In
this we may well see the most hopeful sign for the Eng-
lish future. It is not to be expected that the Times
would welcome evidence that the English masses are
once more waking to the issues of the day, and at long
last picking up again the great tradition of mass-
struggle of their forefathers for Liberty. If this
struggle succeeds in creating a United Front in time, we
may yet escape the world-war for which our present
Government, Germany, Italy, and Japan are heading.

Jack Lindsay.

MASONS AS CATHEDRAL BUILDERS

sir,—The consciousness of allocating Masonic Charity
Funds for Cathedral Building on the false allegation that
all Freemasons are Cathedral Builders must ever tor-
ment the perpetrators of such conduct.

Freemasons are ever reminded that their chief con-
cern should be, not what they can take out, but what
they can put in for the relief of aged Freemasons, their
widows and orphans.

They are further reminded that they must not remove
the ancient land marks of the Order.

Freemasons are the most sheep-like flock in the com-

munity, and will follow their blind leader until they all
fall into the ditch together.

Master Mason.

QUOTATION FROM PAINE

Sir,—Professor R. A. Wilson of Saskatchewan, in
his new book, The Birth of Language, quotes the
following passage from Paine’s Age of Reason. | can-
not fmd it in my copy of your fourpenny edition. Did
you abridge ?

Statues of brass or marble will perish, and statues
made in imitation of them are not the same statues, nor
the same workmanship, any more than a copy of a pic-
ture is the same picture. But print and reprint a
thought a thousand times over, and with material of any
kind, carve it in wood or engrave it on stone, the
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tliouglit is eternally and identically the same thought in
every case. It has a capacity of unimpaired existence,
unaffected by change of matter, and is essentially dis-
tinct, and of a nature different from everything else that
we know of or can conceive.”

Caldweu, Harpur.

National Secular Society

1937

Report op E xecutive Meeting held October 21,

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the chair.

Also present: Messrs. Clifton, Rosetti (A. C.), Bryant,
Preece, Seibert, Elstob, Ebury, Silvester™ Sandys, Bed-
borough, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Quinton, and the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. The
Monthly Financial Statement presented. New mem-
bers were admitted to Greenock, Liverpool, Chester-le-
Street, Kingston, Manchester, West London Branches,
and the Parent Society.

The Chairman drew attention to the adjourned sum-
mons for selling literature at meetings of the N.S.S. in
Edinburgh, down for hearing on the 26th inst.

Correspondence was dealt with from Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Greenock Branches, and the North East Federation
of N.S.S. Branches.

The Chairman informed the meeting that a Trustee
would have to be elected to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Mr. C. G. Quinton. He suggested Mrs.
Quinton, Junr., a member of the Executive for many
years, and also of the West Ham Branch N.S.S., would
be a suitable successor. His personal knowledge of Mrs.
Quinton, Junr. went back many years, and he would
have no hesitation in nominating her as a trustee of the
Society. The nomination was accepted, seconded, and
carried.

Lecture arrangements were sanctioned for Gateshead,
Stratford, Edinburgh, Greenock. Progress in arrange-
ments for International Freethought Congress in Lon-
don, in 1938, was reported. @ Booking the Bisliopsgate
Institute for a Social on »Saturday, November 13 was
announced; a number of minor matters were dealt with.

The date of the next Executive Meeting was fixed for
Thursday, November iS, and the proceedings closed.

R. H. Rosetti,
General Secretary.

THE CLERGY AT WAR

The troops while ready to believe in the Kaiser as a
comic personal devil, were aware that the German soldier
was, on the whole more devout than himself in the wor-
ship of God. .. . For the regimental chaplains as a
body we had 110 respect. If the regimental chaplains
had shown one-tenth the courage, endurance, and other
human qualities that the regimental doctors showed,
we agreed, the British Expeditionary Force might well
have shown a religious revival. But they had not. The
fact is that they were under orders not get get mixed
up with the fighting, to stay behind with the transport
not to risk their lives. No soldier could have any re-
spect for a chaplain who obeyed these orders, and yet
there was not in our experience one chaplain in fifty
who was not glad to obey them. Occasionally on a
quiet day in a quiet sector the chaplain would make a
daring afternoon visit to the support line and distribute
a few cigarettes, and that was all. Sometimes the
Colonel would summon him to come up with the rations
and bury the day’s dead, and he would arrive, speak his
lines, and hastily retire. The position was made diffi-
cult by the respect that most of commanding officers
had for the cloth, but it was a respect that they soon
outwore.

From " Good-bye to All That,”
by Robert Graves, p. 242.
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SUNDAY LIECTUBE NOTICES, ®&>
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrrngdon Cirttt Lpn'°ﬁ£
E.C-4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they w
inserted.

LONDON

OUTDOOR

Stinckys>

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 33+ ~ ~
Messrs. Bryant, Barnes, Tuson and Miss E. Millar >

INDOOR
South London Branch (Alexandra Hotel, South
Clapham Common, SW.4) : 730, Mr. Charles rK

Bonner—“ Freethought To-day in Europe.” n
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Ee’\ijy
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, Professor John Hilton, M-
Belief in the Common Man.”
West London Branch N.S.S. (The Laurie Arms,

ford Place, Edgware Road, W) : 7.30. Allatl Ka
“ The Menace of Catholic Action.”

COUNTRY
OUTDOOR

NewcaSTie-ON-Tyne (Bigg Market) : 80, Friday, Mr. J
Brighton.

INDOOR.

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Beeclicroft SLj
ment, Whetstone Lane) : 7.0, O. B. Sweeney( Birkenhea
“ Morality and Trade Barriers.”

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Bristol Street Schools)
Mr. W. J. Russell—* Bringing Jesus Up-to-date.”

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Laycock’s Forum, Albion c*'
Kirkgate) : 7.15, Mr. T. W. Green—A Lecture. n

Burniey (Barden Club) : 110, Mr. J. Clayton—"“Mi'M a
Mystery. YUS

Great Harwood (S.D.F., Grimshaw Street) : 7-3>
day, Mr. J. Clayton—A Lecture.

G lasgow Secular Society (East HaII, McLellan Galk'1™*“
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow) : 7.0, Muriel Whitehead, G-
—*" Science the Saviour.”

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberst°nf,
Gate) : 6.30, Mr. F. A. Ridley—*“ The Papacy and Fascis"

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Transport Hall, IsliflsS4”
Liverpool, entrance in Christian Street) : 7.0, Rev. S

cer, B. A. (Liverpool)—“ A Freethinker's Indictment of
Church.”

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (“ King’s Cafe,”
Road) : 7.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton (Co. Durham)—* Civil»2
Savagery.”

Middiesrrough (Carlton Hall) : 7.0, Wednesday, Mr. J
Brighton.

North Shields Branch N.S.S.: 730, Tuesday, Mr. J 1
Brighton.

SPECIAL OFFER.

j Essays in Freethinking |
By CHAPMAN COHEN.

The Three Volumes Complete of “ Essays in
Freethinking ” will be sent post free for

7a. 6d.
The Pioneer Puss, 61 Fan-intrdon Street, B.C.4< *

-J
Christianity & Qiliztion |
A Chapter from “ The History of the Intellectual
Development of Europe.”

By Prof. J. W. DRAPER.
Price-TWOPENOE.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.
—4

Postage Jd
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,II\ The Bnok that Shook th« Churches | ARMS AND THE CLERGY '

the age of reason ! GEORGE BEDBOROUGH i

By
THOMAS PAINE Cloth, gilt, by post 2s. 3d.
The Pioneer Press,
With critical introduction by 61 Farringdon Street, London,
CHAPMAN COHEN E.C.4
4
. i
This is a complete edition of Paine’s Letters To a Country Vicar |
immortal work, and covers, with in- N
troduction (44 pages), 250 pages of |
close type, well printed on good CHAPMAN COHEK |
paper with portrait cover. Price 4d., Paper is. Postage 2d.  Cloth, gilt 2s. Postage 3d. I
postage 2jd., or strongly bound in ! 4

cloth with portrait on plate paper,
is. 6d., postage 3d,

/ A Great Naturalist and Freethinker )l)

\ FOr more tnan Thirty years Men and Women went to j I

|

PrUon to vindicate the right to publish and circulate j . . |

\ this book « A Naturalist & Immortality |
i

s —_— / il An Essay on IV. H. Hudson, by J

i C-de-B

I220 pages of Wit and Wisdom | . L .
i With artistic cover design

lbible romances
By G. W. Foote | Price 2s. Postage 2d. |

The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W.
Foote at his best. It is profound without being
dull, witty without being shallow, and is a9

Bile Handbooke e ™" BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL -

oy F . e g

Price 2/6 Postage 3d. \% I

Well printed and well bound. CHAPMAN COHEN I

Th* PiOnskb PKkSS, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. Price 23. 6d. Postage 3d. |
-4 4

PRIMITIVE SURVIVALS LETTES TO THE LCRD1

b
|
' IN MODERN THOUGHT | Chapman Cohen

1 CHAPMAN COHEN This work shows Mr. Cohen at his best

and his wittiest.

Cloth, gilt, 2i. 6d. Postage 2d. BtifT paper

Is. 6d. Postage 2d, Price Is. By post Is. 2d. Cloth,oby post 2s. 2d.
THE PIONEER PRESS, Issued for the Secular Society, Limited by
61 Farringdon St., London, | the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E.C.4
E.C4 1 LONDON |

«4 *4
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( BACK TO THE BIBLE

New Edition of a Famous Book

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

EIGHTH EDITION

i. Bible Contradictions. ii. Bible Absurdities. iii. Bible Atrocities,
iv. Unfulfilled Prophecies and Broken Promises, V. Bible Immorali-
ites, Indecencies, and Obscenities.

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL

There are many millions of people in Great Britain, and all over the English-speaking
world. Millions of these have read The Bible. But only a very small minority
have really read it with an unprejudiced mind. They read it in the light of incul-
cated prejudices and with their minds closed to available knowledge. In the Bible
Handbook, the Bible is set forth so as to deliver its own message, and thousands
have testified to the fact that it was when they read the Bible Handbook they real-
ized what the Bible taught. Every text is cited with accuracy and exact reference
is given. The work brings out what many *“ advanced ” Christians would
have the world forget, while holding on fo the Bible as a justification of their own
position. It is a book that is useful to Freethinkers and educational to Christians.

[
! Cloth Bound 2s. 6d.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY I A New Propagandist Series
by CHAPMAN COHEN

A SOCIAL NOW BEADY

No. 9. The Church’s Eight for
the Child

GATHERI NG » 10. Giving 'em Hell

" exreriammens  IPAMPHLETS FOR|
ITHE PEOPLE!

To be held in the BISHOPS-

GATE INSTITUTE, Bishops- |

. No. i. Did Jesus Christ EXxist?
On Saturday, November 3. Wiliat is the Use of Prayer?
13th, 1937. Doors open 6.30 4~ Christianity and Woman
s Must we Have a Religion ?
p.m. Commence at 7 p.m. 6. The Devil
7. What is Freethouglit?
8. Gods and Their Makers

Tickets 2s. 6d. each j OTHERS IN PREPARATION |
(Including Light Refreshments) !

I Each Pamphlet contains Sixteen j

From R. H ROSETTI, 68 Far- Pages

ringdon Street, London, E.C 4 Price id. Postage Id. j

Printed and Published by The Pioneer Press (G. W, Foote & Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4-



