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Hi3 ~eason
July? *Sa I>assage from the New English Weekly of
5. which, for several reasons, is worth noting :-
lor the remarkable price of fourpence one can buy
1 Hes famous work, reprinted with a good bio-
1 "phieal introduction by Mr. Chapman Colien. Mr.
s?.len tells us that the Age of Reason is still a best
I( 31, It would be interesting to know why. The
Xk has some value as a historical curiosity for
0 * ents, but students don't make a best seller, and

is”> Won<ers who its other readers are. Paine’s style
- ""tractive, and at this time of day his attacks on
'v Bible can hardly interest anyone except a con-

h *1 *W ~dndajnentalist, grimly bent on hearing
j .1S(es of flip case. No doubt the perennial popu-
¢"\y °t hot-gospelling has something to do with it,
lauie is, precisely, a hot-gospeller. Even so one
"I>d expect people to prefer something a little

j  n°re up-to-date*.

Niowe ' ~charitable and assume that the writer of the
"ill! . paragraph has. hut a very slight acquaintance
iilOtylgt™e’s writings, knows but little of the enor-
opiui influence exercised by Paine, and of the high
, « ~Uiformed of his literary style by those well able
it fCl and who know good writing when they see
am WH merely submit two considerations for his
"S ***  Paine’s writings won for their style
aw/ »Natlon of men like Blake and Shelley, Hazlitt
Wit, a*ei Savage Landor, Burke and the Rolands,
Wt 4 7arge number of others who knew what good
ho,if'« should be;, and the best of his theological and
I 3l contemporaries paid tribute to the quality of
Uef ,s "Titing. Putting on one side Swift and
frpll * and there was with them marked differences
Siv™ aine, | do not know anyone who pursued the
lish a'cthod of direct, simple, and expressive Eng-
so great a literary effect. Paine may almost

Wfti * to have created a new form of controversial
Ix”™ ITr. and considered from the standpoint of pur-

iv H has never been surpassed,

dig sP*npthing more than either valuable ideas or
11 of composition must exist if a man’s writings

Sunday, August x, 1937

Price T hreepence

are to live for generations after he is dead. To secure
perpetuity’ there must be a combination of charm of
style and value of ideas expressed. Time, as old Sir
Thomas Browne said, “ doth antiquate antiquity,”
but while time has not antiquated Paine’s essential
ideas, it was the marriage of these with simple beauty
of expression that has saved Paine from being buried
under the mountains of calumny that religious and
political hatred heaped upon him. When Paine in his
Common Sense, and in his series of Crisis papers put
new spirit into the retreating and beaten American
troops, and enabled them to force back the British
army; when in England the Rights of Man and the
Age of Reason, flamed through the country, and for
more than a generation formed a rallying point for re-
formers in Church and State, and inspired the greatest
fight for freedom of thought that the nineteenth
century witnessed; it was not because of the mere ex-
pression of revolutionary ideas, or an appeal to mere
emotion such as has often been witnessed in the his-
tory of religion. The central fact was that Paine
brought to his task that rare combination of feeling
and intellect which, while they are always two sides
of the same thing, was a case of feeling directed by in-
tellect, and not intellect, acting under the domination
of an unreasoning impulse. What Conway' said of the
Age of Reason is true of all the principle writings of
Paine. They were not mere books; they' were a man’s
heart. At a distance of nearly' a century and a half
they are still that—the cry of a maN pleading for the
dignity of men, and the elevation of humanity. Paine
lives because sympathy' with wrong and the detesta-
tion of tyranny, spiritual and material, find in him
one of its most eloquent and forceful voices.

* * *

The Oracles of God

So far as the Age of lieason is concerned there is a
very cogent reason why no other book exists to-day'
that can take its place. This is that the work it did
when it was first published, it is doing to-day.
The same type of Bible-believer exists now that ex-
isted at the opening of the nincteeenth century; and
the Bible is still used to bolster crude superstition and
social wrong as it was used in 1794. Consider; there
are millions of people in the English-speaking world
who still accept the Bible as a revelation from God.
Many, many millions have outgrown this and say so.
But there are multitudes, and many of these in high
places, who use this belief to keep alive a vague and
dangerous conviction that in some way the Bible- is
generally' different from other Ixx>ks. The Bible still
occupies a favoured position in our schools, and our
youth leaves them with a vague notion that the Bible
is not to be questioned. It is still in use in courts of
law, and in Parliament where men call upon the great
Mumbo-jumbo, in the true manner of the fetish-wor-
shipping savage, to help them act honestly. The
Bible is the basis of sabbatarian laws and of our bias-
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pheiny laws. ' It is still a fetish-book, even though its
fetishistic powers are not now so clearly defined.

Only the other day, at the coronation of George VI.
the Archbishop of Canterbury handed a “great Bible”
to the King with these words :(—

We present you with this book, the most valuable
that this world affords. Here is wisdom; here is the
royal Law, these are the lively oracles of God.

“ The most valuable ” in the world! “ the royal
Law ” ! “ the lively oracles of God ” ! There is not
one of these statements that, if we are to take them in
their plain meaning, the Archbishop does not know is
a demonstrated lie. Is it the science of the Bible that
is unquestionable, or its ethical teaching that is im-
peccable, or its history that is beyond doubt? Is it
the teaching of “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to
live,” and its demonism; is it the subjection of women,
the teaching of passive obedience, the teaching of sal-
vation by grace, and of hell-fire, that make it the most
valuable book in the world? Or is it not the demon-
strated truth that the Bible is a collection of early
mythological customs, of dubious ethics, of unre-
liable history, and is responsible for some of the black-
est pages in our history?  But it is not for nothing
that the Archbishop mouths this calculated lie con-
cerning the Bible, and the King (we having con-
veniently got rid of another King who had some
doubts on this matter) passively accepts it. Somehow
or the other the feeling, if not the conviction, about
the Bible must be kept alive. Children must be mis-
led, and adults must be kept unaware of the truth
about the Bible, and frank criticism of the Bible must
be either suppressed or kept down as much as possible;
and even a writer in a weekly review must repeat the
stupid statement that The Age of Reason is out of
date. If the exploitation of the public purse by the
Christian Church, if the presence of Bishops in the
House of Lords, if the maintenance of laws based dir-
ectly on Bible Teaching, do not prove that people
are in need of the Age of Reason, what do these things
prove? If our reviewer believes that the Bible is
really the Oracles of God, and that it is the most
valuable book in the world, then he is a disproof of
his own statement. He is one of those to whom the
Age of Reason is specially addressed.

AN Immortal Work

And this brings me to the fundamental reason why
the Age of Reason is necessary, and explains why it is
doing the same work to-day that it has done since
1794. The prevalence of Sabbatarianism, the belief
in the second coming of Christ, the existence of a
Bench of Bishops in Parliament, the use of the Bible
in the Schools, all these things serve as evidence of
the existence of a large section of the population that
is still where the bulk of believers was when Paine
wrote. It is true there are millions of Christians who
have, thanks to Paine, got beyond this primitive stage
of Bible worship. But this merely adds humbug,
hypocrisy and insincerity to the situation. From the
Archbishop of Canterbury downward, when these
people profess a belief in the Bible they have a “re-
served ” meaning for the terms they use. They
mean one thing; they aim at being understood in an-
other. In the press they speak with one voice, in the
pulpit with another. In apologetic articles they ad-
mit the non-historicity of many Bible stories, the un-
scientific character of the Bible account of the world
and of human origins. But in the pulpit they refer
to Bible incidents and teachings as though
their accuracy had never been questioned. So we
have on the one side a mass of ignorance concerning
the Bible, on the other a conspiracy of silence, and a
lesson of deliberate misdirection. = Somehow or the
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other the general belief that the Bible is”apad™”
other books and is still the “ oracles of God
preserved. N jov
It is the mass of genuine believers that holes ™M
to the situation. Convert them to a knowlecge
truth, and the battle is half-won. The i*ncel|] ~ip.
profit from the ignorance of the simple Bible-"
pers can operate no longer. And for the coin ~
of this Bible-ridden class | do not hesitate ™4 &8h
is no other book that can equal the Ago °J " re
A modern Freethinker, fully acquainted with 2~
suits of modern Biblical criticism, including
knowledge of anthropology, finds it almost inT'_\Q-
to get into touch with the mentality of the Bl #
shipper. He finds often enough he is ta, IIKe-
language which his hearer simply does no ™~
stand. He speaks plainly and he is accused ®
pancy because he cannot face a ridiculous P
with becoming gravity. But The Age of
written by a man who had once believed in tIC
and at a time when Bible believers did, foi 1K thee
art, believe in the Bible of history. N
?ore, brings to his subject an atmospk)]/ere R W'Chﬂ'e
present-day Bibliolator moves. His book was "
at a time when people accepted the Bible W 11 ™ .e
that the Archbishop (although he knows bftt j~ugli
of it to the King, who appeared to receive it G W5
he must know better) in the sense in whic
offered. Paine was able to argue against 11
surdities with a gravity that no convinced all fra

thought moves to-day on a higher level, — } .
than it did in Paine’s day. Of course, Pa*nf "ot
is not up to date. It is that which gives it
value. It takes the Bible as the “ oracles of gos
and examines their worth and reliability, and -
this with shattering effect. The people who n  gu
vanced further along the line of developmen”™ td
who wish to have “something a little 10le ~
date” can find a multitude of books with wtl
gratify their taste. But for the man who is stu
grip of a genuine Christian belief in the Bibb-
is no better work than The Age of Reason.

ile
~gfe

Our Aim * 1
So | had several considerations in mind "
issued the Age of Reason, at what the reviewer ~ jt
calls “the remarkable price of fourpence.” Bl
enabled those who had merely heard of Paine to
his quality, and if they had any sense of good
they would be pleased with the reading. ~cC O
it enabled those who knew, to compare the s pjjjle
“ advanced ” Christian opinion concerning the )J
with the position when Paine entered the arena, .t
then, if they knew the story of the Freethought 1
they would be able to estimate the influence the®
of Reason exerted in forcing Christian leaders
mit as much of the truth as became compulsory- £
no devoted mother has ever watched the dechnc ©
loved child with greater anguish than have theq%ad?rii
of the Christian Church watched the grO\MP an
knowledge of truth concerning their “ orach’l
God.” And, third, its publication enabled those
cared to carry on a quiet propaganda “ on their g,
to do so with but little outlay. The Age of V, 4id
has never ceased to act as a liberative force, itlS m
so acting, and it will continue so to act while ;..
Christian Church exists. We cannot make Ch”ﬁg
leaders intellectually honest.  But we can at
make some of their dupes realize that their L"
really ought to tell the truth so far as they know ~3
The new edition of the Age of Reason has h™nr
great sale, and the printing, calculated to last
years, seems almost certain to promise exhaustih"
one. It was, of course, published at a loss, but | *
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'lUitc certain that its wide distribution and rapid sale
lavc keen good propaganda. | am so convinced o
Uat that | would have issued the book at a lower price
still '»ad it been possible. But the publication of this
(heaP edition is only part of a larger ambition to issue
ether Freethought classics at aniequally low price.
Uls a question of funds, and | must “passess my sou

Patience.” But it is quite plain that Paine still
Ives' One of the greatest Englishmen and liumani-
arians of his day is still carrying on that work of
emancipation to which he gave himself while living.

Chapman Cohen.

Consecrated Charlatans

OKre are about forty thousand men, each bearing
the title of “ reverend,” who form a special caste
ilPait from their fellow-men. Who are they? 1
""at do they do specially to entitle them to lie re-
\ered? 111 what particular way are they superior to
othey men who are simple “ misters” ? These are very
Pertinent questions which, in this twentieth century,
aredworth the serious consideration of democratic
minds.
rt may be contended that this reverence is paid to
‘ese men because they have chosen as their business
'e supervision and direction of the,religious habits O
he English people. In reality they are medicme-
"wii engaged in precisely similar work to their daik-
s "med prototypes in barbarian countries. They tell
I's “ gods” who get angry with us; of a dreadful
devil ” who must be guarded against; of “ angels
"ho fly from heaven to earth; or saints who can assist

1 rtipplicated.  Nearly forty thousand men are en
i"Sed in this sorrv business. This happens in Eng-
and alone

apd A If we include the European countries
? N 1lerica, from north to south, there are hundreds
(Ireds® Usailds of them, maintained at a cost of hun-
oiis S llldhons of money yearly. And their ambigu
y;. hrt'fession is no more honest than fortune-telling.
Prisin U ,)oor °~d woman has been actually sent to
after" ~>r tak''£ a shilling or so from a servant-girl
rhild 7>loll"s'n£ f'er a handsome husband and four
Sllins- n; hut these ministers are allowed to take large
b« S n)ey for promises cf good fortune in “the
ka:;hf"l land above.”
j°y’Vciyone knows that the average “ reverend ” en-
llog~™ a comfortable livelihood, and lives in a nice
jiIM'C °ften larger than his neighbours’. He has
if1 as much, or as little, work as he likes to do, and
drRg likes to spend three-fourths of each day reading
¢t In$>there is no one to say him nay. He can
Hy < 'citations to dinner and other hospitality all
Igpj 'l "ound, which is no small saving in the liouse-
DOer °xPe"ses. He has lengthy holidays in the sum-
hre|G,n°"tlls. The higher ecclesiastics butter their
Ljs™c 7ar more heavily. Forty archbishops and
rside S Slare £%82,700 yearly, with palaces, palatial
Hs] llee>and town-houses, thrown in. The bachelor
doiiT  Eondon, who is always complaining of the
sa;ir U l)overty of the wretched clergy, enjoys a
"M °f £200 weekly, a sum sufficient to keep forty
""'g-class families in comfort.
that little merit attaches to the priestly pro-
tj.J Ol1>are we to assume that reverence is due to the
O 'lary lives led by this very favoured class of the
%H‘E). ity ? Divorce Court proceedings and Police
cords show that the priestly character in no
TRy fiffers from any other class of the community.
fc% uiay retort that there are black sheep in every
True, but doctors, solicitors, tradesmen, work-
" al<™ others, do not pretend to being a sacred
"°r aclass apart. They do not ask to be known
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as “reverend,” or reverse their collars as a badge of
sanctity. It is because the ministers of the so-called
Church of England and Free Churches expect people
to look up to them that we compare their behaviour
with their boastings. When they come down from
their sacred pedestals we will make the same allow-
ance for them that we make for tinkers and tailors.

It appears, also', that these clergymen are many of
them gross perjurers. They subscribe to the “ Thirty-
nine Articles of Religion.” These precious articles
include the pretty conceit that Christ went down
bodily to “ hell ”; that a spirit can be at the same
time a father and a son, and also proceed from itself
as a ghost; that Adam was the father of us all, and
that he ate fruit, in consequence of which all are
damned; that Roman Catholics doctrine is a vain in-
vention; that the Christian Bible is the word of God;
and that the monarch is the head of the Church. To
these Articles of Faith, among others, every Church
of England priest subscribes. And we know also
that numbers do not believe in them, or observe them,
and that their main reason for remaining in this
Church is that it provides an easy and comfortable
living. And the right to appoint priests to benefices
is sold in the open market, as if it were so much coal,
or a load of strawberries.

What has all this Feudalism and barbaric nonsense
to do with the twentieth century? And what right
have these religious cave-men to sit any longer as leg-
islators in the House of Hords? The Votes of the
bishops in the Upper House are sufficient to rouse the
lasting enmity of all Democrats, for they show how
hopelessly this particular Church is out of touch with
modern thought and progress.  The bishops have
been defenders of absolutism, slavery, and the blood-
thirsty penal code. They were the resolute opponents
of every political and social reform. And if they re-
peat the exhibition they made over the recent Divorce
Bill, the demand for disestablishment and disendow-
ment will be heard in quarters where it is least ex-
pected, and will shake some vested interests, such as
the Bench of Bishops, with unwonted trepidation.
These consecrated charlatans had better take heed, for
assuredly their Church will not long survive such a
display of Medievalism and obscurantism.

Few worse misfortunes can befall any people than
this of possessing a powerful, utterly selfish, and re-
trograde caste in its very midst that saps the very
spring of morality, that encourages mental confusion,
and that constantly, and of set design, hinders the
wheels of progress. The word “ reverend ” in this
connexion is pure, unadulterated humbug. To ap-
ply it to the common curate, or to the purse-proud
prelate, is as absurd as to apply the term “ Majesty ”
to a swathed mummy among the relics of Ancient
Egypt in the British Museum.

Mimnermus.

The ideas of God, and of a double, which escaped the
body at death, were born in the cowering ignorance of
primitive mankind. Whether the Joss worshipped be
called Mumbo-Jiunbo or Jaliveh makes no real difference.
Both have the same origin, and the claim of one to actu-
ality is 110 greater than the claim of the other. When a
Christian bishop prays to his deity for rain or for fine
weather, for victory in war, or for peace in some industrial
dispute, is there anyone who can point to the slightest
difference between him and the primitive medicine-man
praying to his deity for much the same kind of things ?
Is the one Joss really more effective than the other? |
agree with the bishop that there is only one God. But he
assumes many forms, and whatever he be called, and in
whatever language he be addressed, it is the same thing
—the thing that was born in fear, fashioned in ignorance,
and which fear and ignorance and cupidity have kept in
being—Chapman Cohen, “ Cod and Evolution
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Catholicism and Modern Fiction

Some time ago, dealing with one of the sporadic out-
bursts of Bishops against modern fiction, | pointed
out the testimony which that fiction bears to the slack-
ening of the religious grip. Not only is there the
enormous negative evidence of an extensive popular
literature which simply ignores religion although
avowedly dealing with people in their everyday life
and all its interests and influences; there is also a
growing vein of contempt for religion, an explicit at-
tack on the churches for their corrupting social effect.

An author who is, | think, not enough appreciated
by Rationalists and Freethinkers is Norman Douglas.
His work, though limited in some ways, was of great
importance as a liberating influence in the immediate
post-war years. And his novel South Wind is cer-
tainly secure of its place as the generating force be-
hind the whole post-war “ sophisticated ” school. It
is vastly superior to its offshoots; the expression of a
genial humanist disturbed into a position of subtle
irony. This attitude became brittle and devitalized
in the imitators of Douglas; but in Douglas’s own
hands there is a redeeming undercurrent of strong
bitterness against the despoilers of the world, all the
forces of reaction and irrationality. His imitators
caught his mannerism of sardonic indifference and
aloofness; they lacked the undertone of fierce indigna-
tion, of partisanship for humanism.

His travel-sketches in Old Calabria and Siren Land
have also an enduring value for the picture they give
of his personality, so full of that massive humanist
eccentricity that endears the great Victorians to us,
yet at the same time orientated towards the new world
of deeper questionings. They also give a picture of
the pre-F'ascist Italy, which is interesting to read in
the light of later events; no Englishman has known
better than Douglas the peasant of South Italy.

As part of his picture of the Italian peasant he gives
a ruthlessly exact account of the part that the Catho-
lic priest has always played in keeping Italy as close
as possible to barbarism. The following passages from
Old Calabria will be of interest to Freethinkers, and
may serve as typical of Douglas’s attitude to Christ-
ianity :—

The scandals that occasionally arise in connexion
e with that saintly institution, the Foundling Hospital
at Naples, are enough to make humanity shudder.
Of 856 children living under its motherly care dur-
ing 1895, 853 " died ” in the course of that one year—
only three survived; a wholesale massacre. These
853 murdered children were carried forward in the
books as still living, and the institution, which had
a yearly revenue of oyer 600,000 francs, was debited
with their maintenance, while 42 doctors (instead of
the prescribed number of 19) continued to draw
salaries for their services to these innocents that had
meanwhile been starved and tortured to death. The
official report on these horrors cuds with the words :
“ There is no reason to think that these facts are
peculiar to the year 1895.”

And speaking of archives destroyed by the cor-
sairs, he goes on :(—

In this particular branch, again, the Christian sur-
passed the unbeliever. More archives were des-
troyed in the so-called Age of Lead—the closing
period of Bourbonism—than under Saracens and Cor-
sairs combined. It was quite the regular thing to sell
them as waste-paper to the shop-keepers. Some of
them escaped this fate by the veriest miracle. . ..

Comparing the lot of Arab and Christian slaves, he
says :—
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Aratfsl-o-ifc » hlJck*t;;ti%eZ as to whether tbe®

-AChns*alls in Algiers certainly o3
u consjderable number of them -
L°n ExInoutll’s arrangement far
myscE knew the descendant of
from cantivif' . thus sent back to his relatios
Africa 1deck ant, w,,° so°n enough retumed to

Europe were alike 1I'C clirnate ancl reUgi°® °
Pe Were alllée Insupportalble.

joyed thebe
fused to

their ransom
man who 1,1,

These passages will suffice to show that [?ougm 5

cue of the English writers, very scarce in his genere-
tion, who never hesitated to speak outrigl o
faced widhl the dirty werk of religion. Fhere ratUe
excuse now for anyone interested in English h L* jt
being ignorant of his masterpiece South Wtni >
is obtainable in the sixpenny Penguin Library e N
If 1 were asked to pick out the younger w'sur-
Euglish fiction whose novels are most likely
vive, | should pick Ralph Bates and James a”
| have already, in the Freethinker, mentiofiec *
Olive Field, by Bates, a wonderfully rich PICliary

revolutionary Spain, in which the reaC :ctod
role of the Catholic Church is fully <« 'ljpui-
Curiously enough, in the major part ot™.(jc

ley’s work the social influence of the

Church is alsoi a central theme. But Hanley 4 ~
not with Southern Europe, but with Irish fan" |c
Liverpool. Not indeed that the Catholic strain j*
llicitly emphasized in his novels that deal \
Fury family (The Furies and The Secret JO,I"[c'd
yet it is importantly there. The Catholic inflnel)c
the priest pervades the lives of the Furies, and ™ gt
plicitly shown as an essential part of the env —ai
crushing Mrs. Fury and all her family-ambition*
social hopes.

Why these novels of Hanley are great is that lquC
depict, as no other work lias succeeded in douiki™ #
life of a proletarian family. In many ways 1
strange family, yet the total effect is one of eX |y
typicality; and this typicality is in no way affect.0
the fact that the family is so intensely and obyi j
a Roman Catholic one. Perhaps the reason IS Vi
in these days, when even the Methodists are so
a watered-down force, it is only in the case 0o @
Catholics that the stupefying and destructive c"eltliy

pervasive religious outlook can be ade<F

shown. There is no doubt that the various y ° tp,
taut creeds sweat their hardest in the service 0L
italist ideology, and their evil intent and power  j,
not be underrated. Yet it is in the Catholic C 11
that we see the religious influence most entire M4
actionary. That Church, in its alliance with ~™a'gjvc
and the Feudalist remnants, is a ceaselessly a (f
enemy. It alone of the Churches is capab
directly fomenting armed reaction, as it has m Sg??']ll.'
We can easily imagine the Archbishop of Canter™' 1
or for that matter the lights of Methodism, hm'gt}\(
along to bless a successful Fascist coup in Engi?IUj,lt
a “ regenerating ” revival of “ spiritual ” force*

ve cannotimaginecthenl actually—plotting such 8§

The Fury novels, then, besideg being reamrk,ﬂjd
works of art with an extraordinarily delicate
powerful definition of lower-class life, are of PC’
interest in showing the way that Roman Cathey ~
leaves its crushing stamp on its proletarian 1
Their significance is to be found in the deep typ’~m,.

of their definition, which would be incomplete *
out the relation of the priest to Mrs. F'ury a”’1
baffled life. jiod

| will finish off this note by referring to a * fij
story, The Heretic, by Fred Urquhart (in the 113
volume of New Writing, edited by John Lehmap '~
series which no one interested in progressive 'vr*
can afford to ignore). This short story make”
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live* r?3* Simplicit in Hanley’s litige epic narra-
It deals with the fate of a Roman Catholic lad
yg_)tries to reject his faith. Not a lad of the upper-
E who can simplify such matters by merely
Roil,S off somewhere else into a new environment, but
| lad of the working-class who has 110 such cas> es
X «  Urgilhart shows how relentlessly such a
Heretic ” is ringed round, how surely the priests
ian Usa tlieir social jnfluence to crush and conquer.
ere again one is impressed by the greatly superior
technique of the Roman Church in such matters.
Hiere can be no doubt that as the moral and social
'ssucs confronting our generation deepen, the Catho-
Ic Church is going to be one of the greatest forces
%hting . e s
[?r distance, to belong to the Left Book Club! Eo
thorough is that Church in all its details that the
"Piers do indeed seem amateurs at its side despite

‘cir long traditions of suppression and reaction.
«t couple of days after writing the above, it was made
epical by one of the priestly outbursts to which I refei.
s time it was the President of the Methodist Con-
terencfe, the Rev. Dr. Robert Bond, who correctly
(glared, “ Novelists for the most part are without a
~hgious background, and some of them write as if re-

filon Had no part jn life at all.”

Jack Lindsay.

The Christian Guide Book

A X
Gntlv AVSIDIi ” poster on a church board, re-
ndSsl, Inf°nned the passers-by that “ many people

("liclc*k roac' *u I'he, because they do not read the
'Ht <°H-" In our journey through life, seeing
a N cmly pass this way once, some kind of guid-

ing 1," necessarv>" only for the purpose of prevent-
tlle . SStaking the mistakes that others have made on
He » 1 ikit the simile of a guide-book, applied to
flle Bible 5 not only misleading, but mischievous in
J?2res"Bs. The confusion that it has produced in the
"Hnstiau world of to-day, shows that such a claim is
] tetly fallacious. The literature within its pages is
argely concerned with the history of the Jews, but
"agination seems to play such a large part in the
ti/~Pilatbn of the records, as to make them, to say
least, untrustworthy.
I ";:iny readers will be acquainted with Dr. Brewei s
‘Hdc to English History, which is an epitome of the
of its monarchs, the principal events that
@are< 5nd the famous men who lived during each
“fifis }KThe twp books of Kings, and_of the Cliron-
|~gtIl leal summarily with the various Kings who
! throiics of Israel and Judah. Who the
(h!tt'hs.@ copyists of these books were, no one knows,
orL ® tecords that have come down to us—records
' Uch inspiration is claimed—are in a hopelessly
ofi¢dled egRditioR. We will take two instances out
that >era”™ Hundred. 111 2 Chron. xxi. 20, it is said
\as || 1(rani, when he ascended tlie throne of Judah,
Jn Urty-two years of age, and that he reigned in
iltmj" QL1 e*8Ht years— making him at the time of his
ieefj!” f°rty years of age. He was immediately suc-
recf]' ')v His youngest son, Ahaziah, who had already
»4 d lhe age of forty-two (2 Cliron. xxii. 2), which
“~7s Him tw'o years older than his father. The
tlila "sl'ninster Confession ” teaches that the Son, in
AU n~kination of the Trinity, is co-eternal arid co-

e "Ith the Father; hut the Hebrew scribe goes one
I
fOndJ'(cl Hi»id (Penguin Lib., 6d.); Old Calabria and Siren
10ime 3. 6d. each); The Furies and The Secret
*hif] (Chattd and Windus); New Writing, Spring, 1937,
iSeries (Lawrence and Wishart, 6/.)
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better, and makes this son two years older than the
father who begat him. Aga, tlie writer of the
“ Kings,” says that Solomon had 40,000 stalls of
horSes for his chariots. But the writer of the “ Chron-
icles,” evidently not being able to swallow such a
large number, reduces the 40>000 to 4,000; which the
Oxford and Cambridge theological text-book for
“ Kings,” says, “ appears more probable.” And it
may be that some future Archaeologist working in
Palestine, will suggest that the number be further re-
duced to 400, or perhaps 40, as “ being more prob-
able.” That these Hebrew writers, especially in the
matter of figures, allowed their imagination to run
riot is further evidenced by their record of the sacri-
ficial slaughter at the dedication of Solomon’s temple.
It is said (1 Kings viii. 63), that he “ offered unto the
Lord ” 22,000 oxen, and 120,000 sheep. Let any-
one try to realize the magnitude of such a slaughter.
It would take the peri of an Upton Sinclair to depict
adequately the bloody shambles of such a scene.

But perhaps the most effective argument that one
can urge against taking the Bible as a guide-book, is
to be found in the divided state of Christendom at the
present time. The fact that believers are split up in-
fo seme three hundred different sects, all professing
tb find a warrant for their various beliefs and prac-
tices in the same Bible, is sufficient evidence of' its
shortcomings as an authoritative Guide. There does
not appear to be a single article of faith upon which all
Christians are agreed. The very nature of Jesus
Christ is a matter of bitter dispute among them. Some
profess to believe in his Divinity; others maintain that
he was only human; while others allege that lie never
existed at all, and that the stories of the Nativity and
of his infancy are all taken from the older religion of
Mithraism.  The early Christians were led by St.
Paul to expect the speedy return of Jesus Clirist in
their day, but nearly two thousand years have passed,
and the doctrine of his Second Coming is now treated
by many earnest believers with an indulgent smile.
Some of the smaller sects are still listening for that
“ midnight cry,” when they will be called up to meet
him in the air, and taken to dwell with him for ever
in those mansions in tire sky. While some are luke-
warm, and others enthusiastic in their hopes of
heaven, there are some who repudiate the notion of
such a future home. | have before me a leaflet pub-
lished under the auspices of the Christadelphian
Cfiurch, which says :—

Tlic Bible offers no far-off heaven to men, but the

habitation' of the earth, their natural home, for which
they are best fitted.

In this earthly habitation there is, of course, to be
no more war, unemployment, or famine, but people
shall live at peace with each other “ in their own
homes and gardens.” Probably some of the songs
they will sing in that after-life on earth, to entertain
each other and relieve the monotony of existence,
will be, “ Come into the garden Maud,” or “ Over the
garden wall.” This materialistic notion of heaven,
seems to correspond with that of the Spiritualists, who
also accept the Bible as their guide; but their future
abode is neither on earth nor in heaven, but on “ the
other side.” Then there is another place, erected by
the Catholic Church, called Purgatory, but it has none
of those homely attractions offered by the Christa-
delphians or the Spiritualists. Indeed when you once
arrive there, it takes a lot of prayers mumbled by a
priest, and a lot of cash from your surviving friends
to get you out.

Thy initiatory rite of baptism is also a matter of dis-
pute in the Christian Churches. Some believe that it
is only rightly administered in the form of total im-
mersion, when the person has reached an age when
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lie can understand its significance; others again, be-
lieve in infant sprinkling, on the principle, | suppose,
of catching them when they are young. The Catholic
press was recently lamenting that the thousands of
Basque refugee children, for whose religious future
they were very much perturbed, should in their in-
fancy have not all been baptized into Catholicism.

On the question of recreative amusements the
Church authorities are sorely perplexed, as the in-
creased facilities for enjoyment are making serious in-
roads upon Church attendance, and the number of
Sunday school scholars. But the Church is only pay-
ing the penalty for its long suppression of these legiti-
mate human instincts. Its opposition to the theatre
in an earlier age is a matter of history; but it lost in
the end. About the only concession that the
churches made to such an aspiration, was a Sunday
school trip in a farmer’s liay-cart to the field of some
other distant farmer, kindly lent for the occasion. If
they had only studied the animal kingdom, they
would have realized how ineradicable is the desire for
some kind of diversion. And for the want of biblical
guidance on the matter they blundered. And so it
is on other matters of social import—the liquor ques-
tion, marriage and divorce, economic questions, war
and peace, etc.—they are all at sea with regard to the
methods of their solution; and this Guide Book doesn’t
help them any.

Of course, in the Catholic Church, the Bible does
not occupy the important position that it is supposed
to do in the Protestant world. To the Catholic the
Church is the Faith, and her interpretation is binding
upon all true believers. But the same is becoming, to
a large extent, true not only of the Anglican, but of
the principal Protestant sects as well. Many readers
have doubtless noticed the studiously careful wording
of the recent appeal for a “ Recall to Religion "—a
vague nebulous term that may mean anything or
nothing. To have called it a “Recall to Christianity,”
or primitive “ Bible teaching,” would probably have
resulted in calling public attention to the irreconcil-
able differences that exist in the Christian world.
They are leaving the boosting of the good old book to
newspaper writers and Wayside Pulpiteers. Apropos
of this, there was a special article recently in a
Northern evening paper, to which great prominence
was given, eulogizing the Bible; alleging that it was
still tlie “ best seller,” and that its annual production
exceeded by far any of the ephemeral literature turned
out by the Press. This writer after putting forth his
best efforts, admitted at the close of his article, that it
was a much neglected book and very little read. Some
time later, another regular writer to the paper, who
contributes a series of daily notes and comments had
some interesting remarks on a Library Record for
1936, which had been sent to him. “ With the best
wish in the world,” he wrote, “ to believe the reports
one sees now and again, that ‘ the public is turning
more and more from frivolous literature to works of
philosophy and religion,” no statistics which reach me
from Municipal libraries in any way support the pious
expression.” An analysis of the issues showed that
novels were called for 237,470 times, and works of re-
ligion, the lowest of all, are given as 1,720 times. He
went on to say : “This did not surprise me, because 1
never accepted the stories of the growing demand for
sound religious teaching.” . All which goes to show,
what lovely pious liars these Bible boosters are.

Joseph Bryce.

No story is more painful than the persecutions of
witches, and nowhere was it more atrocious than in Eng-
land and Scotland. 1 mention it because it was the direct
result of theological doctrines.—I'rojcssor lhiry, “ A Short
History oj Freedom of Thought.

THE FREETHINKER

August i, 1937

Flogging a Dead Horse

are frecmentlv antl Christianity, Freethinkers
the trouble with'tu”~ ,°f “ flo™i'ng a dead horse ” :>»
and won't lie 1 * , '°rse is llot even that he is dc»l
stink of his dead""" 'Ut that ,le is llot buried, and the

intelligent'people.  “ Still aSSails tlle llostri'S °©

SN «KUATand'He glilfVv tdl us thilt the Church t<Hi
very little ind, 1" antlropic organization, and exert'

women must |,ICCC O, the v, of 9FSHREIY B0, 2
and the ,art nh, i al)dlcation of King Edward VIII’
head of the StS éA, by t,le Archbishop of Canterbury.

formist brethrerl grr 01 %HEBO&E&V btgficé(gﬁti &%&IW.

ized that it was bad policy to oppose m any te
A

Christian vote! On the subject of *.Edwar >
churches can truthfully sing : “We are not dI' ave the
one body we,” and they will probably also u , Qe
damned cheek to finish the verse by bellowing
in hope and doctrine, one. in charity.” tittle
But it affects the life of the ordinary citizen ey
wlioever is King of England : a much more g apy.Qee
ample of church interference is afforded by the dlq
Bill. This measure, introduced by Holford K™'S (i
A. P. Herbert, proposed to give English men 31 “oapP-
the same privileges of obtaining redress from ~q.c
marriages as they are able to get in other Par, “sle

British Empire—Australia and New Zealand foi /Jgd dit
By the time the churches have criticized, interte

pruned; by the time the House of Lords, backed

Bishops, as usual on the side of reaction, has L jdl
with this measure, the Bill will simply be an elliaSCvolrei’
edition of the original; thousands of men and * ~
will .be compelled to drag out miserable existew"“”,.
cause the same type of mind which opposed the ~c
duction of chloroform,fas being contrary to Christ * j£f
trine, will see to it that any attempt towards a o
and freer life is ruthlessly vetoed; and the great m~

the people, instead of booting out these clericals " 4V.
blocking up the gangway to progress, will read so

the opinions of parsons, and Roman Catholic pne '

are themselves pledged to celibacy. N ge

Where the church is still stronger, as in Ircla"l>-e
see that under de Valera’s new constitution in the
State, divorce is to be abolished. . 3

People who tell s that the work of such sock ly,0V
the National Secular Society is not needed, do no ' ,IC
that, again and again, wretched little newsage'lb "t
afraid to display the Freethinker on their counter .~
cause parsons have told them repeatedly that if tl'el
they will not only withdraw their own custon 1 £
threaten to influence their parishioners to do the |jf
Leather-lunged Salyation Army ignoramuses Wit 1 ¥,ﬂi
;ospcl of blood and fire, will make the air hideous =~ ~
their discordant bellowing, supported by blaring o
bands : while the police indulgently look on; and rC wy
peace become an impossibility for people in 1
neighbourhoods. m

Over and over again the police authorities have -Of()
on Frecthouglit speakers without any authority to (
and have only ceaSed their persecution on finding ¢
these speakers have behind them some powerful j
such as the National Secular Society, which was IUT'jyq
to take up the challenge and vindicate the right O
s]leech.

We read, the other day, in one of the evening
that the inhabitants of Marks Cross in Sussex, Werc./)jrc
plaining wof the censorship of the books in the Vnidl
library by the vicar and his wife : and such eases "j.
be multiplied ad infinitum. The vicar's answer ", « i
cal of his “ cloth.” He said : “ It is not a quest'0",,,
censorship, it is a question of decency; some
books are quite alright; those about travel and
about Sussex, but others should not be available-

| suppose the same vicar would indignantly repl
the statement that the Bible contains about as Ilia™p[iji
decent passages as any book published. Hliist'l |V
this, a man recently told me quite solemnly, a of
story : 1lis mother gave her small grandson a pre'L pg
a Bible on his birthday, and the father caught his >°



August i, 1937

rcllding some indecent passages from it to liis sister.
Ic was very angry, and when lie had finished with the
Hy, the latter found it more convenient to take his meals
"*the mantelpiece for a few days. Now if anybody s
posterior required warming, it was that of tlie grand-
"lotner who had given the boy the book which contained
Passages not fit for any youngster to read.
lhe great trouble with us Freethinkers is that when
"e reject the falsity and absurdity of religion, we just
M wck and smile or wonder at the fuss Christians make
' tfying to save their wretched little souls; and we let
'} 8° at that. Many of us fail to realize that the fight
Heethought is just as necessary as, and even more
v. 1lthan, it ever has been. If the Freethinker had a
"illation of 100,000 copies a week, what a force it
jpuld and would be in the land 1 When one thinks that
Price is exactly half that of a small packet of cigar-
>and that if every one of its readers made a deter
ncd effort to rope in one extra subscriber, we should
1°t only he doing the new subscriber a real good turn,
""-helping Freetliouglit enormously.
ile Church always has been and always will be one ot
Jlan’s greatest foe to progress : that the Churches are
, ss bratad thail they were, is not due to any softening of
y but solely to the efforts of brave men and women,
wn and unknown, who have kept the Freetliought
J«ner flying throughout the ages,
bome years before the war, when Germany still re-
bl'icd a certain measure of freedom and culture, one of
le German papers published a cartoon of two priests
'°°king at some of the instruments of the Inquisition,
"»e of them remarked, “What a pity we cannot use these
now; the faith would be much stronger if we could.”

F. A. Hornibrook.

Acid Drops

Mr. Herbert’s Matrimonial Bill,
Pared \\ith what it ought to have been, is now law. The
ilschll,sb°p of Canterbury, who, as a layman confessed
fOlljyj 1pathy the measure, as a Christian priest
Priest 1l,nse”™i" opposition—and voted against it. The
it'riiish"aS once more in opposition to the citizen, and so
"ill Je CSOlle m°re example of the way in which religion
liis l;Istort g man’s judgment, and place the interests of
b%fb Ulrch in the front. We do not sec that the Arch-
l} b as Arclibishop, could have done anything else.
,$ bis Church that, in this country, lias always opposed
.,y reasonable reform of the marriage laws; it is Ins
rcb that has, as its basis, a conception of marriage
. lat can see little more in it than a sanctified fornication,
to place a consideration of marriage upon a social
n" reasonable basis, is only one more step towards the
"plete secularization of conduct.

a very poor thing com-

the 'r ~P>res says that the success of the Bill is clue to
of ) ‘'action drawn between the Christian conception

Pellullr'a”™e an<™fbe provision which “ the State is com-
tliat ;/ &_make for marriages which have not attained
thjnif-’bbe first is that it is pure humbuggery. It assumes
ug ™ Christian ideal” is the higher and that is simply
tah,,0,"e' Ibe Christian for a large part of its history, has
flefre * as a large section still teaches, the superiority of
her..” 'bate life. It is in St. Paul's obscene reason for
tv It lyr marriage, and is implied in the Church of
a marriage service. The family as a whole plays
Picf." POOj* part in Christian ecclesiastical history. Its
“Itli, U,lcc f°r keeping two people tied together for life,
Miir ' *  a real, and higher sense their marriage has
faktlSInce ccased to exist, is a final proof of the low view
1 by the Church of both marriage and the family.

p'?ﬁr Second comment is, that the Church of Kngland is
XH# the State. It was created by the .State; its in-
Is largely derived from the State; and for the pur-
ai}]C °* marriage a Church of England minister is of no
a'd no higher rank than an ordinary Registrar of
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marriages. If therefore, a Church of England minister
cannot carry out the law of marriage as laid down by the
State liis proper course would be to resign. For a priest
to take his salary, as a servant of the State, and then to
refuse to discharge the duties for which he is paid, is
sheer dishonesty. But honesty seldom plays a predomi-
nating part where religion is concerned. The fact that
things are as they are is an example of the way to which
the Government truckles to the most stupid of religious
prejudices.

Ten unpaid Moslem missionaries are now working for
the conversion of England, and a number of English-
women have been converted. Mr. A. R. Dard, the Imam
of the London Mosque, says this is because woman finds
much more real freedom in Mohammedanism that she
does in Christianity. But there is a snag in this. The
claim is qualified by the remark that “ up-to-date Mos-
lems believe in the education of women.” But one
might add that up-to-date Moslems are much like up-to-
date Christians—any advanced idea they hold is at once
put to the credit of their religion. But, as a matter of
fact, the education of women in modern Islam is a pro-
duct of Freetliought, and the leaders of the movement
avowed Freethinkers. Taken alone, and unaffected by
non-religious influences, Islam is much like other re-
ligions, stagnatory and retrogressive, although there
were liberal elements associated with Islam from the
outset, and it has to its credit a tradition of culture which
the Christian Church, by itself, has not.

Buddhism is also making strenuous efforts to convert
England, and claims that 150 converts have recently been
made. Funds are being raised to build a Buddhist temple
in London. Buddhism, as Buddha left it, is not a religion
at all, but an atheistic philosophy which has become
adulterated with a deal of superstition, but it is not its
philosophy that will be advertised.  Still, it may do
Christians some good since Buddhism is the one system
which is called a religion by many, that has no teaching of
intolerance and has no persecution to its credit. Hindoo-
ism is likewise on the war-path, and is impressing upon
English people its doctrine of incarnation and the monk-
ish life. Mormons are also lending a hand at this
effort to capture England. They have 200 missionaries at
work, and claim seven hundred converts. Mormonism
is a form of religion that the great Sir Richard Burton
placed higher than Christianity.

We confess to an interested amusement in watching
these efforts to bring England back to the true faith.
They have no adverse influence on tlie development of
Freethought, and here and there serve to remind be-
lievers what a hotch-potch of stupidities and futilities go
to make up the religions of the world. God'’s first job
ought to have been to have secured harmony among his
children, at least with regard to him. The actual result
is that the more people talk of God the less certain they
are as to what God is like, what he wants and what he
does, and the greater their love of God the easier they arc
roused to hatred of their fellow men. If we could only
have & religious moratorium for a few generations!

We said something of the fetish-worshipping character
of the Coronation and its return to the jungle, but we
must confess we hardly expected to find the following,
which we take from the New Statesman, when the bally-
hoo had once passed :—

The portion of the carpet where the Throne stood and
the King knelt at the Coronation ceremony in West-
minster Abbey has been bought for Winchester Cath-
edral, and will be placed in the sanctuary. The follow-
ing are extracts from letters to the Dean of Winchester
from the Office of Works :—

Your carpet is even more interesting than my previous
letter foreshadowed. You will find on it some slight red
marks; the two side by side represent the positions
where stood the chairs occupied by the King and Queen
in front of the Royal box. The third mark indicates the
position of the stool where the King knelt during the
Communion Service. Most interesting of all, in the op-
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posile corner of tiie carpet stood the Throne. Its
position is not indicated by any mark, but I think that
you will be able to trace, even at this date the imprints of
the feet of the Throne.

We don’'t know of any tribe of savages that could better
this. But what a pity it is that the Yahoos who can
stomach this kind of thing cannot get a gramophone
record of tile King blowing his nose or giving a right
royal “ cuss ” when lie trips over something in his bed-
room. To those who will go to Winchester to worship
the carpet such things would be priceless.

Roman Catholic Archbishop Hinsley laments that
“ true ” liberty is being assailed by *“ unparalleled
licence.” The Archbishop means, of course, Christian
liberty, and that in practice has always meant the right
to say what ohe pleases, provided that what one pleases
to say is what pleases the Christian Church that happens
to be in power. In Rome the Church finds it quite pos-
sible to stomach the brutal suppression of Italian freedom
by Mussolini, and had not Hitler made the mistake of
trying to bring the Roman Church to heel, the Pope
would have extended his blessings to Germany. The
Roman priesthood as champions of liberty reminds one
of what a complete divorce there always has been and is
between truth and the “ great lying Church.” Even
the statements of what Roman Catholicism teaches are
modified in their presentation in different countries.

We are hearing of Cinema Services in this country as
the latest device of the Church to lure the worldly-minded
to the cominunion-rail They are much more enterpris-
ing iri the States. At the Angelus Temple of the Four-
square Gospel in Los Angeles, a theatrical version has
been given of the life of “Sadl called Paul.” All the
good “stuff ” was produced—including the sun-stroke
with its holy outcome. Then to follow, we had Paul
stoned with property rocks, some of them bounding oil
and harmlessly colliding with members of the congrega-
tion. (Many of the ungodly laughed at this!)  Then
weird dances by females, and eventually Paul was led to
the block. The curtain showed the executioner bending
down and seizing a property head with an awful face and
a bloody neck, and holding it up, while the hot gospeller
improved thé occasion to thunders of applause. A con-
gregation of five thousand encouraged this enterprise.
Tlie Recall to Religion must observe and consider.

A writer in the British Weekly takes pains to assure
iis that ™ Christians can never accept a Totalitarian
State.” And why not? The writer seems to us to con-
tradict his own declaration, for he admits that “ the final
idea of Christianity is that it is totalitarian.” He evi-
dently means that Christianity wants a Dictatorship but
not Hitler. Mussolini probably says the same thing. He
prfcfers Mussolini.

Mr. Hugh Redwood, in the Ncws-Chroniclc, says that
as a result of the Keswick Convention many of those who
attended have been blessed with an entirely new vision
of the Church. It would have been more useful if they
had been enabled to see the Church as it really is.

Teh thousand dollars worth of damage by fire was done
to the Pico Heights Christian Church, but a painting of
Jesus, Martha and Mary, valued at 500 dollars, was saved.
The Lord looks after his own. There are several in-
stances on record of extreme sensitiveness as to the well-
being of family portraits, so this weakness is j)crhaps
excusable.

Westbrook Pegler, in the columns of the Los Angeles
Evening News, calls attention to the fact that a football
game was arranged for charity which raised half-a-million
dollars for the Salvation Army, “a fund which, in the box
office of a private producer, would have received the
hearty attention of thé internal revenue department.”

As a sport writer at the time, |1 looked and looked for
a detailed publication of the charitable application of

this half-million, but never saw one, and | have Oftentj,e
ail holiest curiosity, and the thought that the  jaf
public deserved was a certified statement show

much good the money did. fijxt £
Religious people will be able to tell this writ
only charity that is worth a cent is the c an
thinketh 110 evil.
L fpticcd ~

A follower of Father Divine has been scu”™ judge
three years for seducing a seventeen-year-old gir '
Yankwich said :—

I religros
Your attempt to justify your acts upof

grounds aggravates the situation. . . e think '3
You claim to have had a vision. | do not ~Nad

a vision which encourages a mature man to deg”
debauch a girl in her teens is a true religi°us " n

The Judge’s caution on this point is worth ?2£10
the outcome of the “ vision” had been less repyicier >
him it looks as if the plea of “ a true religi®llS

might have been favourably received.

The learned Judge, to put it as favourably as P°SgOite
was perhaps reflecting that what are given out to
important events rest upon the authority of sonic
appeared to someone else in a dream.

Lester Brockelluirst, 23 years of age, who [|'ad™ 'Cvr
Bible-class teacher, must have pored too studiou > 7l
the peccadilloes of .Samuel and David, for he ha qglfee
fessed in New York to having murdered at leas
men in lllinois, Arkansas and Texas.

The following limerick appears as part of al’} améc?
on “ Mixed Marriage,” by the Very Reverend Dr- Fg
until lately Dean of St. Paul’s. We arc not coikleu »
the Dean’s humour, we are only making an alibi i°
selves by giving the very Rev. ex-Dean as our an n
for what he calls a “ Mendelian Limerick,” as folio"

“ There once was a person called Starkie,
Who had an uffair with a darkie;
The result of his sins
Was quadruplets, not twins, _
One black and oiie white, and two khaki-

Fifty Years Ago

Confucius took no heed of religion. The welfare o
people, the right government of the State, and the P -
perity of the empire were the great objects of Ai§ 3F
tude. Every one of his recorded utterances has dirg
bearing Ol the conduct of life. He was a moralist *
neither appealed to supernatural sanctions nor to u
rewards and punishments. Prayer has no place I"
system, which, consequently, his missionary trails
considers very defective. He did not call himself the

the truth, the life, or declare that all who came be”™
him were thieves and robbers. He said: “1 "'aS n
one who was born in the possession of knowledges: it
one who is fond of antiquity, and earnest in seek"#y
there.” He avoided all references to the supernath
His disciples record “ The subjects on which the Ma
did not talk were prodigious things, feats of strei'n
disorder, and spiritual beings.” The poor heathefU™y
his blindness, did not know anything of a personal

or how he had passed condemnation upon the wor-
the sin of Adam, or that lie would send his Son, the sa
God as himself, to redeem the guilty by being Illifrild

of creed, and he anticipma.]esus..in...the..enu.n_clatioﬂ
the “golden, rule * He bases his system of mc;:al@.é\
reason and investigation. " The superior man,” he {if*
“is Catholic and no partisan.” He does not set
mind for anything or against anything; what is rigPt %€
will follow.’ .

Confucius objected to unreasoning acquiescence ul
thing. He complained of one disciple “ ITwuy giveS,
no assistance. There is nothing | say in which he c
not delight.”

The Freethinker, July 31,
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61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Jr. I).I|j]h'|:]':‘> (U.S.A.).—See “ Acid Drops.”
?ﬁ’a{y OWWe are obliged for cuttings. We cannot say
"8 W'te certain there are more than are generally
cannot say when Mr. Cohen will be visiting

W Hu?en' .

10|]j| t>tREY—Your motto is a good one. We are pleased
after thirty years your attachment to the Frcc-
ai., @ Temains_ uuweakeried. Fortunatel}/ vou are not

Jdans "' ‘his Articlar.
. . KRS (Spain).—Papers are being sent. We hope they
t i'you safely.
j  *Rri‘h—Many thanks for cuttings,
serse KWIIR—Your Christian friend is talking rank non-
the or, A'i f>edPk-s invent beginnings for their history, and
It nstian Church did the same thing for. their founder,
V'Ot UL™ I4e early part of the sixth century that our
thatent ebrohologv was "adopted, arid not until the eighth
advis! WIs ‘titroduced into Britain. When people find it
look™ * e f° trace their descent one must always be on the
» J't for iith. When a man thinks that the use of
11-D." proves that Jesus Christ lived, lie is past grgument
A an asylum appears to be his “ spiritga} home. ’
"Tstian . . 1here were a number of protests from the
i'mot ~ Pulpits of this country against the Hitlerite perse-
ofher S -lews an‘l others. Sir Austen Chamberlain and
. ted:  Pfonrinent politicians also raised their voices in pro-
(o]
Iridid Lq'ss‘nF al'd Distributing the Freethinker.--DO1
WH T
'iffs- 7 "Safe, late of Perth Branch N.S.S. send his ad-

Live§P80’|\' r-J V. Shortt, 24 Warmington Road, Knotty Ash,

N tetters are held over till next week.

rctU"\‘rce’\ ncr“ % suPPHed to the trade on sale

r.,, difficulty in securing copies should be at once
The @ * °fPcc’

SocV‘f% _tl,c ~aliohdl Secular Society and He Secular

HQ vy Limited, are now at 6S Farringdon Street, London,
;[\’hcn tu telephone; Central 1367.

nexi ¢ services of the National Secular Society in con-
iiiln-n will Secular Burial Services arc required, all coni-
kosetriiOns s,lould be addressed to the Secretary R. H.
fre ~ ' giving as long notice as possible.

hy wvw send us newspapers would enhance the favour
att, \.ing the passages to which they wish us to call

Urderf tn ...
di (,lj'orﬂiiEJTaHIre should be sent to the Business Manager
ad n i° neer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4,
i\ n°l to the Editor.
IttU Teethinker " will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
0,,e ~efficc at the following rates [Home and Abroad) :—
1ill  iCa> 'Sl-1 half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
" 7[2Nics and Postal Orders should be made payable to

Cterkee Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
nwell Branch.*

Sngar Pluma

tlit ryi<*a picture of a fake miracle of an appearance of
JiSc Irkin Mary in an Italian village, Miss Tennyson
IZar. “as 'vr'tten an excellent novel, with a good study of
g, NcHe. To call Act of God a novel, in these days when
~°Pu] 1 r"kbish is turned out, and so much of it gains
Uiicy/!IrAy—thanks to log-rolling advertisement and the
dj], 'Eal character of the majority of readers—is hardly
ML .er>tafy, but Miss Jesse has adopted that form,
tiQ ttlakfcs excellent use of it. Thé Freethinking Colonel,
Vw”ntle-natured, tolerant Bishop (just a suggestion of

r Hugo here) make good foils, and the manner in

whicli the Bishop handles the subject, when threatened
with a scandal when the discor'ery is made that the whole
vision is the work of an Englishwoman, is well done. The
death of the Bishop helps the author out of a tangle, but
the clerical psychology is very neatly depicted. Christian
Science, Oxford Groupism, and other forms of religious
belief come in for discussion, but the author never makes
the mistake of preaching at her audience. Act of God is
essentially a Freethinking novel, and we commend it to
our readers. The book is published (Heinemann) at
7s. 6d.

iMcssrs. Watts and Co., have added two more volumes
to their “ Changing World” Series (2s. 6d. each). A
great deal of Radio is Changing Us, by Mr. D. C. Thom-
son, is hardly better than journalism, but tlie survey is
wide, and it is made evident that a great deal of dissatis-
faction exists iu many directions. We think the main
fault is that Radio in England lias created another form
of semi-governmental control of the minds of the people,
when what was needed was sortie plan that would correct
a general educational system that would to some extent
correct the unavoidable evils of State-controlled educa-
tion. And when one lias a religious bigot such as Sir
John Reith, with the fake nature of many of his produc-
tions, and a religious committee working for the protec-
tion of religious beliefs, the situation must be unsatis-
factory. However, Mr. Thomson’s book does contain a
general survey of the situation, and that will be useful
to all who read it.

The second of the two books, Psychology, The Chang-
ing Outlook, by Dr. Francis Avelirig, the Professor of
Psychology at London University, is very well done.
Psychology is a very large subject nowadays, and Dr.
Aveliug suffers under obvious disadvantages in discus-
sing it, on both the theoretical and practical sides, but
be comes through the ordeal with living colours. A very
good description is given of the various theories of
psychology, and this is given without the lay reader
being left in a state of uncertainty concerning them,
which would most certainly have happened had space
been taken up by attempts to estimate their relative
values. The bearings of psychology on education, in-
dustry, medicine and criminology are given, and this will
enable the layman to estimate the value of a scientific
study of the whole subject. Like Molicre’s M. Jourdain,
astonished that he bad been talking prose all bis life
without knowing it, we all psychologise, and the sooner
we get a working acquaintance with the subject, the
better it will be for all of us. Dr. Aveling’s book will
serve as an admirable “ guide to the perplexed,” to use
a title from Maimonides.

Mr. G. Whitehead returns to Birkenhead to-day
(August 1), and will lecture each evening during the
week. The local council’s gallant effort to stifle Free-
iliougbt by refusing to let the Town Hall to the local
N.S.S. Branch should iui]>cl all saints within reasonable
distance to whip-up lovers of free speech to attend the
meetings and so gain first-hand evidence of the propa-
ganda which frightens the churches and scares the local
council.

There is a story that during the Italian massacre in
Abyssinia, an Abyssinian X.C.O. was training a group
of bis poorly-equipped followers, while a number of ba-
boons took an enormous interest in the procedure. Next
day, when the officer arrived to continue the instruction,
he saw the baboons lined up in military formation with
pieces of stick, trying to imitate what they had seen the
day before—which reminds us of a picture printed in
New York Life, during the early days of the war. Mr.
and Mrs. Mbnkey and two children, were up in a tree,
watching thousands of men Killing each other with
bombs, machine guns and artillery, in a great plain be-
low ; and underneath :

Mr. Monkey : And tli&y say that these creatures
have descended from us!
Mrs. Monkey ; Sh! the children will heat you.
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A Profligate Parson P

Before; accepting this description of the Rev. Sydney

Smith, it would be well to consider who was the
author. It was Geo. 1V., who thus referred to
Sydney. All that we need to remember is that the

lamented Monarch was a very good judge of pro-
fligacy.

From a volume by Hesketh Pearson, on The Smith
of Smiths, we get an admirable account of this re-
markable parson. 111 the Preface we find many ex-
pressions of opinion as to Sydney’s qualities— most of
them flattering. Notable exceptions were Byron’s,
who dubbed him “ Smug Sydney,” and the aforemen-
tioned assessment of the profligate King. For the
rest, they mostly eulogize Sydney’s wonderful gifts.

For he must have been no ordinary man. Out-
spoken, kind, generous, full of vitality and good
humour, during a long life he fought with tremendous
energy for a long list of much-needed reforms. His
trenchant pen spared neither friend nor opponent.
Some of the Bishops must have regarded him as ‘‘ a
thorn in the flesh.” On the subject of bishops gener-
ally he said : “ It is in vain to talk of the good char-
acter of bishops. Bishops are men; not always the
wisest of men; not always preferred for eminent vir-
tues and talents, or for any good reason whatever
known to the public. They are almost always devoid
of striking and indecorous vices; but a man may be
very shallow, very arrogant, and very vindictive;
though a bishop. They are subjected to the infirmi-
ties of old age. ... 1 have seen in the course of my
life as the mind of the prelate decayed, wife bishops,
daughter bishops, butler bishops, and even cook and
housekeeper bishops.”

When in Edinburgh he became one of the chief
founders of the Edinburgh Review. To that maga-
zine he contributed many scathing articles on the
burning questions of the day. He abhorred slavery,
and fought for Catholic Emancipation. Though he
became a Canon of St. Paul’s, after being Rector of
several parishes, he fought manfully for Church Re-
form. Had he been more prudent he might have be-
come a bishop himself.

Here is what he wrote about himself in reply to a
French critic, asking for details: —

1am 74 years of age; and being Canon of St. Paul’s
in London, and a rector of a parish in the country,
my time is equally divided. 1 am living amongst
the best society in the Metropolis, and at ease in my
circumstances; in tolerable health, a mild Whig, a
tolerating Churchman, and much given to talking,
laughing and noise. | dine with the rich in London,
and physic the poor in the country; passing from the
sauces of Dives to the sores of Lazarus. | am, upon
the whole a happy man, and thankful to Providence
for the part allotted to me in it.

Sydney was a rare trencherman in his time, and had
a full measure of dining engagements. He could keep
the table in a roar by his ludicrous remarks. Indeed
some of the guests at times rolled on the floor in their
mirth. Plis company was eagerly sought after by
many notables of the day, and we find tributes from
such persons as Harriet Martineau, Lady Holland,
Lord Grey, Thos. Moore, Jeffrey, John Ruskin, Lin-
coln, Sarah Siddons, Dickens and many others.

Sydney it was, who was responsible for, perhaps
the briefest and brightest witticism in our language.
His doctor had advised him for health’s sake to take
a walk on an empty stomach, and Sydney’s query was,
“Whose?” A fellow-clergyman had objected to bury
Dissenters in his parish. When Sydney was asked if
lie would have objected he mordantly replied, “ Cer-
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tainly not. 1 should like to be burying thema ™ it
In the same vein he once solemnly affirnie ef
would give him much pleasure to roastalU ~

" Just one.” Methodism he heartily dislike ,

his relations were friendly towards a variety £l

After visiting a puritanic family he wrote. ~ @
deavour in vain to give them more cheeriu a
religion, to teach them that God is best serve™"™

regular tenour of good actions—not by bad - gu
ill-composed prayers and eternal apprehensio™ e

the luxury of false religion is to be unhappy- ¢ et
. ,.cal

It was Sydney who said of the oppressive a)j

there was nothing for it but to take off his n
sit in his bones. To someone who had grown *
he said, “ | didn't half see you when we llie
year.”  When a pretty girl admiring the fl°"cr in
his garden said, “ Oh, Mr. Sydney! this n
never come to perfection,” he replied . frWOﬂ
then to lead perfection to the pea.’ 9g’&rSl
of marriage was cute. “ It resembles a palF
so joined they cannot be separated, often llj
opposite directions, yet always punishing anyc
comes between them.”

Humorous too, was advice tendered _O
Bishop of New Zealand when he had to receiv ~
Cannibal Chiefs there, Sydney wrote : “ | 0
gret, sirs, to have nothing on my own table sin
your tastes, but you will find plenty of cold jn
and roasted clergvman on the sideboard,” am '’

————— - —e 1 USSR o\ - A
the Bishop likewise “ I sincerely hoped he would &
agree with them.” ot

His real home was in London /here he coU|d *;i5.
some of the choicer spirits of his time. He rathe
liked the country, though he spent some years a
ton in Yorkshire, and was also Rector of C n

Florey, but he always hankered for the delig ™
London Society. He must have shocked some n
weaker brethren in those days. “ My 1C ae

heaven,” he said, “is eating patés de foie g*aS °
sound of trumpets,” and his attitude to the 13IsGyQGii
of his day, may be gauged by his reply to a letter
one of them, dated with some Saints’ Day, by £
his—“ Washing Day.”

As examples of his boisterous humour one n *a
guote dozens of passages. Someone mentioned 1lu
young .Scot was going to marry an lIrish widows,
his age, and more than twice his size, ?Omg "
marry her,” cried Sydney. “ Impossible yo
mean a part of her; he could not marry her'all h'I"
self. It would be a case, not of bigamy, but tnf
the magistrates should interfere, There is enong
her to furnish wives for a whole parish. You !ingl
people a colony with her, or take your me i~
walk round her, if there were frequent resting'P**
and you were in rude health. You might rG'c,Jy-
Riot Act and disperse her, in short you might do *
thing but marry her.” ,

This brilliant jester, and pungent reformer P<L g,
away in February, 1845. Falstaff and Merry ” ~
land had departed. His loss was deeply mourne
all classes, but more especially by his more i'hl1l j,
friends— Jeffrey, Macaulay, Grey, Lord John
Rogers, Moore, Luttrell and Clias. Dickens. Ere' »
in his diary sketched Sydney’s character in 1
terms : | do not suppose he had any dogmatic and «j
trinal opinions in respect to religion; in his heU
hearts he despised all that the world wrangles
squabbles about; but he had the true religion of
volence and charity, of peace and goodwill, whir'l’ »~
us hope to be all sufficient, be the truth of the fi'L
mystery what it may.

Alan TvnW1'
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Thomas W oolston-1669-1733

Ix “ volume of “ Letters addressed to his lIffluiC™
the Prince o f ----- , containing Comments on.the wr”
>¥5 of the most eminent authors, who
“«used of attacking the Christian Religion
\oltaire writes

L7/

Tlie famous Wolston, too, Master of Arts at
bridge, distinguished himself, about thee 7 >
"is Discourses against the miracles °© Jcs that lie
“"1 so openly hoisted the flag of defiance.that ne
Imd his work sold at his own house in land
were three successive editions of it, .
v-l.ies each. [Sixty pamphlets, were w
Position.  Wheeler, B.D.F.] No one e'e
had jrone to such lengths of rashness am
He considers the miracles and resurrection of
Saviour as 110 better than childish absurd stories. He
S>s, that when Jesus Christ changed water into
'Cue, for guests who were already drunk, it was that
*e probably made punch. God carried away by the
Uevil to tlic pinnacle of the temple and to the sum
"™it of a mountain whence were to be seen all the
lﬁggdoms of the earth, appears to him a shockin

sphemy. The Devil sent into a herd of two thou-
sand swine, the fig-tree dried up for not bearing figs
“t the time it was not the season of figs, the trans-
j'guration of Jesus, the white raiment, his eonversa-
tion with Moses and Elias; in short, his whole sacred
history, is turned into travesty, and made a ridicu-
°Ws romance. Wolston does not spare for using the
"ost injurious and contemptuous expressions. He
1 Hu calls our Lord Jesus Christ “ a Bellow, a Wan-
derer, 3 pegging Friar.” He solves all this, how-
BVET, under favour of a mystical sense, saying, that
these miracles arc pious allegories. All  good
%er]istians do not the less hold his works in detesta

°A
Ck

Hue day that a woman, heated with devout zeal
et him in the street, she spit in his face; he wiped it
"fl very coolly, and said,” It is thus that the Jews
Heated your ‘ God.” ” He died in peace of mind, say
"*k, “ 1his is a pass to which every man must come.

C°U will find in the portable Dictionary of the Ah
">t Advocat, and in a new portable Dictionary, where
Ue same errors are copied, that Wolston died in
Prison, in 1733. Nothing can be falser ; several of my
"ends saw him since his prosecution, in his own
<dse where he died at liberty.

ij Hie above statements Voltaire had already pub
am-d his Philosophical Dictionary, i764. in his
3. k on Miracles, with quotations from Woolston
X discourses on the Miracles.

bonias Woolston was born at Northampton in
(¢h and was the sou of a reputable trader. Aftei
'Hunniar Sdlool education in that town, he studied
jAney-Sussex College, Cambridge, where he
cu,,;,"* degree of Bachelor of Divinity, but his cir
"¢"13 1?2Ces weuld not allow him to take his Doctor’
cod|. 1 However, he was elected a Fellow of his
Ctit”™ In I(xJo, and took orders. A 32 pp. pamphlet
JIC w '’ Ilie Life of Mr. Woolston 101111 an Impartial
M °f his Writings, was published in London
ga]) after his death in 1733, and from it the fore
I'ii S’ ai'd most of the following particulars are taken
\vj,, 1,>amPhlet is rare, and we think the information
j new to most of our readers.
Old 1%" ',e Published at the University Press, Th
1 / ~logy for the Truth of the Christian Religion
Win v/ Hie Jews and Gentiles revived. I11 this work
deav 1 eontains nearly 400 pages in octavo, he en
Cli~n'au's to prove all the actions of Moses typical of
R'tli and his church; and he shows how some of the
I'tii LTSunderstood them not to be real, but typical re
a, ,ns of what was to come.
(IgitHlearning in it, and is writ in a clear, though not

Cate, style. From this time to the year 1720, lie'
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published nothing; and he led, as he had done before,
a College life, applying himself indefatigably and with
great earnestness to his studies, which were chiefly in
Divinity; and he is allowed to have been a great
Master of the writings of the Fathers.

In the year 1720 lie published a Latin Dissertation
in octavo of betwixt 40 and 30 pages, the title of
which is Dissertalio de Pontii Pilati ad Tibcrium
Epistola circa Res Jesu Christi gestas. Per Mystago-
gum. In this Dissertation he attempts to prove that
Pontius Pilate did write a letter to Tiberius Caesar
concerning the works of Jesus Christ, but that the
Epistle delivered down to us among the writings of
the Fathers was forged. In the same year he pub-
lished another small pamphlet in Latin, entitled Ori-
genis Adarnantii Renati Epistola ad Doctores Whit-
bcium, Watcrlandium, Whistonium, aliosque Litera-
tes hujus Sceculi Disputatores, circa Fidem veré or-
thodoxam ad Scripturarum Interpretationem, and
soon after, in the same year, he published a second
epistle in Latin, under the same title, in which he
follows the allegorical interpretation of the Scrip-
tures as in the first ... I the same year he pub-
lished a Letter, of near 70 pp. to Doctor Bennet, upon
this question, Whether the People called Quakers do
not the nearest, of any other Sect in Religion, re-
semble the primitive Christians in Principles and
Practice? By Aristobulus. In the year 1721, he
published another. Letter to Dr. Bennet, in Defence of
the Apostles and primitive Fathers of the Church, for
their allegorical Interpretation of the Law of Moses,
against the Ministers of the Letter, and literal Com-
mentators of this Age. Mr. Woolston, soon after
published an Answer to these two l.etters, which are
writ with some Wit and Humour, and more against
another set of men than ron the. Quakers.

m
Free Gifts to the Clergy, and his own Answer to
them in five separate pamphlets, in which he pur-
sues his allegorical Scheme, against hireling
preachers who are Ministers of the Letter.

»Soon after he published his Moderator, and two
Supplements to the Moderator. These were occa-
sioned by the Controversy betwixt Mr. Collins and
his Opponents to The Grounds and Reasons of the
Christian Religion : and in these lie follows his alle-
gorical Scheme.

The first prosecution against Mr. Woolston was for
these Books; which was stopt by the intercession of
Mr. Whiston—with whom Mr. Woolston had pre-
served a friendship from their youth.

Mr. Woolston, in 1726, published A Defence of the
Thundering Legion, against Mr. Moyle’s Disserta-
tion.

In the years 1727-28-29 and 30 were published his
Six Discourses on the Miracles of Christ, and his
two Defences thereof. Some think that he has treated
the subject in too ludicrous a manner; which, though
it gives offence to many, is not without Admirers.

As aforementioned it rapidly ran through three
editions. Thirty thousand copies were sold, and it
caused a great commotion, being unlike his former
works, circulated among the general public.

If the specimen paragraphs quoted by Voltaire are
fair samples of the whole work, it certainly ridicules
“ Holy Writ” and “ the Old OId Story ” in the
slashing style of Lucian, who showed up “ the gods
of the Greeks ” in similar fashion exhibiting their
personages and exposing their fabled actions with
withering scorn and ever-ready wit.

A second Prosecution commenced against Mr. Wool-
ston for liis first four Discourses on the Miracles. At
his trial lie distinguished himself by several reason-
able and smart speeches which he made to the Court.
He said that he thought it very hard that he should
be tryed by a set of men who, though otherwise very
learned and worthy persons, were no more judges of
the subjects on which he wrote, than lie himself was
a judge of the most crabbed points of the Law. He

the years 1723-24 came out Mr. Woolston’s four
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told tlie Lord Chief Justice Raymond that wiien he
talked to the Archbishop of Canterbury about his
books and the prosecution against him, his Grace said
that he wished he had not dwelt so much on hireling
Priests : “ and here, my Lord, continues Mr. Wool-
ston to the Lord Chief Justice, the shoe pinches.”

However Mr. Woolston was found guilty of writing,
printing and publishing those books. He was
sentenced (March, 1729) to a year’s imprisonment and
to pay a fine of oiie hunderd pounds. He purchased
the liberty of the Rules of the King’s Bench, where lie
continued after the expiration of the year, through
inability of paying the fine.

Although Voltaire so emphatically declared Wool-
ston did not die in prison, and that friends of his visited
him “ at his own house, where he died at liberty
the pamphlet from which | have quoted, and later
writers, including Wheeler (B.D.F.), McCabe
(B.D.M.R.), and J. M. Robertson, in his Short History
oj P'reethought (p. 33S) all state that he died in prison.

The pamphlet states at great length that Woolston
died on Saturday, January 27, 1733, about 9 o’clock at
night, after an illness which lasted but four days, a dis-
ease which was then epidemical, viz., a violent cold
attended with pains in the head and bones. . . .
About half an hour before he died he was sitting by
the fire in his bed-chamber, when he asked his nurse
to help him to bed, and a few minutes before his death
he uttered these words : “ This is a struggle which all
men nuist go through, and which 1 bear not only
patiently but with willingness.” He then immedi-
ately closed his eyes and lips with his own fingers,
seemingly with a design to compose his face with
decency, without the help of a friend’s hand, and then
expired. He, through his short illness, behaved him-
self with a cheerful resignation, becoming a man of
probity, understanding and learning, a character
which is not in the power of all his enemies to rob him
of. . He was buried on Tuesday, January 30, in
St. George’s Churchyard, in Southwark; he died a
bachelor.

To tbe character, which 1 have already given of
him, | may join that of an exemplary meek and
temperate person ; and he has often declared to myself
and many other of his friends, that if he was
possessed of more than sixty pounds a year he could
hot spend more on himself, so great, he said, was the
pleasure which he found in temperance.

We have two portraits of this eminent man, one by
Vcinderbaiik and another by Dandridge. ; that by the
latter has a near resemblance ; but the work of the
former is esteemed a fine picture as well as a just
likeness.

I have nothing further, (concludes the bio-
grapher], to add but this. | am sincerely grieved
when | think that in the Annals of this

excellent reign it will be told that a person died under
persecution for Religion.

Alas, this writer did not foresee how this persecu-
tion so strengthened the powers of priestcraft and
forcibly suppressed free expression that later, in the
same reign, one Jacob Hive, for denying in a pam-
phlet the truth of Revelation, 1753, was pilloried thrice
and sent to hard labour for three years, and in the next
reign the great Peter Annet, at the age of 70 (1763] was
pilloried twice and suffered a years’ hard labour for
his vigorous denial of the authenticity arid credibility
of the Scriptures in his Free Enquirer.

| have given the exact words of Voltaire and the
author of the Life of Woolston, because they were his
contemporaries, and acquainted with him and his
works, and hope what they wrote will be as interesting
to other readers as to myself. Had | re-written it in my
own words it would only have been a ” Second-hand
article

Ella TwynAm.
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Nature Notes of a Freethinker

“ And after her came jolly June, array’'d
All in greeue leaves, as he a Player were;

(

Vet in lIris time lie’'wrought as well as play ce e

That by his ploiigh-yrons mote right well ad>

Upon a Crab he rode, that him did beare

With crooked crawling steps an uncouth Pase’

And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to faie

Bending their force contrary to their face: roc”

Like that ungracious crew which faine'sSaemurESt g’ .

Spinjcr-

Something unique in my own experience Wiplbltz)algdé'%f
been encountered in the mouth of June. A2t

nest had grown in a few days in a honeysuckle Wi
side the window of the house. The period of ffitt*
the lieu had been gone through, four weird 'e” &k
sightless eyes on long tliin necks had appearc "y dje*
lie rim of tlie nest arid in due course the >°

Ver
ained feathers and were ready to fly. One sUi® i
ing, a cry had brought me outside with a poker (i
disappearing rat after it had ravaged the ncs » ail
the deuce aril | to help Providence?” 1 ruinija 5d
took from the nest the last young one with ha ~ «

eaten out. The other three had luckily escape’ > "l
them, solitary and dazed was taken indoors, fc

and finally put out on the grass to the cock, r ,tetii'f
it to some disused trellis work, and whilst it was n
at the base among elder and nettles, the cock * do

cackle utterly unlike every note of a blackbiu « ~7
under there and stop and be quiet, and if you nl0 _jfrGii
out!” was tlie human translation of a new languafA
a blackbird. This young one is now very tame, tw
wards us instead of from us, and has settled dot'l j|c
task of livim  Within two days of the ravagitl-~"
cock and hen had begun to build again with then
mouths to be fed in addition. From this new L' N-
pair were diiven away by a pair of pugnacious sl""
claiming a prior right to the spot, and they btii

ivhere. 0, ifi5
. L. - . eitii *B

while the lien is building, and | watched him,

ruddy breast, twittering in a poplar tree. ad

finished, eggs came along, young ones followed, al
morning, the nest must have been ransacked by ;I'|'p(c-
rat. Caught on thorns was a voting bird, cold an
less, and ants were scurrying to and fro over its ic'
less skin. William Blake, who did not bother to.fl™
tion unquestionable matters, in his poem ‘‘ The * -
has in it one line :—
‘ Did He who made the lamb make thee? i

Did the hand that fashioned the linnet’s th_'tESt .thc
paint its breast less ruddy than the robin’s Lﬂak@
rat? To take sides is to enter a Chinese labyrinth'
would be as bad as accepting Paley’s argument frefL
watch. Pausing to peck arid look, with giddy and
ing and unreasoning flights, to us, birds are bese
enemies on all sides. That tliev are as tame as the?
is mysterious to me; Richard Jefferies states that
ire lively, intellectual, imaginative, and affect'0l
ueatures, and all their movements are not dictaril™,
mere necessity.” This is true, as anyone know? jf
has made friends with a robin, lie will conic 11
house, ignore food, perch in turn on the wheel of 1 (f
ing machine, the coal-scuttle, a chair back or the top
i gum boot. And if lie feels like it, will give VI ,,
song, pianissimo, from thc door-mat. 1 cannot
him come into the house and sing; that he does it It
own free will proves to me that he has one enemy
less in his world.

June has come and gone; roses which were late * ,
now showing renewed beauty, and one variety,
I'ortadown Fragrance, sent some lines of Browning <V
;ng in my mind. This particular rose is generous in ™ r
and when fully out is a picture of loveliness. The 0"
oetals are pink, and colours converging to the centre
ts exquisite shape are an incredible blend of I'illj
orange, copper and yellow. The fragiauce is proiioUI0
it a time when perfume is being sacrificed to colour g~

I shape. 1 had been thinking on thc rat’s tooth, the "
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°2wspe pathetic eye of the young bird, th? cpon-

f tiffle that this merciless warfare has 'been'waging be-
. euanimal and bird, first causes, to be dismissed, pur-

l,%‘sa and then the rose sent me to refresh the lines o
owvIng,__

Bnt by the time youth slips a stage or two
While reading prose in that tough book he wrote
(Collating and emendating the same
<'lid settling on the sense most to our mind),
we shut the clasps and find life’s summer past.
lhen, who helps more, pray, to repair our loss—
-mother Boelime with a tougher book

subtler meanings of what roses say,

Jomsoma stout Mage like him of Halberstadt,
Fe Wi)c/?]h% made things lloelime wrote thoughts about ?

And look you!” vents a brace of rhymes,
M there breaks the sudden rose herself,

PRr us, under, round us every side,

Nay, in arid out the tables and the chairs

And musty volumes, Boelnne’s book and all,

nuries us with a glory, young once more,

louring heaven into this shut house of life.’

“raise then for Browning; if man lets go of hnnself
Icse days, there are enough distractions to make Imn
finahfy for Bedlam; there are enough gee-gaws, Physica’
2dRental to so inveigle him in spoof that he will shut
, Hasp and find life’'s summer past.” And amid the
‘M'zy sensationalism of nearly all newspapers, wrong
'alues Praised, modern medicine-men in abundance mob
* toP and mob below, a correspondent from California
"Mies to me as follows : “ The thing to do is to maintain
"e s poise in the presence of daily and continuous idiocy
°" the part of the public and its exploiters. There are not
“ough of us to do much besides maintain that same
'?1Se>and await opportunity to use it in the ways that
la=be advantage alike to us and the muddled population
"this planet.” | agree with him, and will, for the
1'tor, sing his song twice over of wise words written in
7 freethinker of March 21 this year. The subject was
"«papers. The reader “ must read them as an alienist
l0tes "P a record of delusions and phobias in order to
"agiiose the eases with which he had to deal.” With Ins
JS'al clarity he put newspapers in the right place, am
rtethinkers would do well to put the whole memorable
" |lee in the ])oekct-book of their minds. For constant
lerence too, for time spent on reading newspapers for
‘“y other reason would lie better expended on contem-
J|plou of the sky, a blade of grass, or that lovely rose
u*e praises | have imperfectly sung.

Nigiiolas Mere.

Correspondence

THE ARCHBISHOP'S HUMANITY
To the Editor op the ”

Freethinker

giv™J-As the Archbishop of Canterbury has of late
«link LB SO mucb pious advice on the subject of religion, J
Ws . 11 sb°uld not be forgotten that in 1914, when lie
vie "“'bishop of York, lie performed a eulogistic ser-
Al'-er an aged fox-hunter at the church of Moo™
<ge "here he gave expression to the old tlircad-
tle j(afiReies in palliation of that degraded sport—tliaj
iiij, /X '"ins protection ” by being hunted; that liuut-
“dr*cve'’ps “ courtesies to man and beast” ; that i|
DieJI's 4 classes together,” and so on. To the
in ,, v of the old clergyman who had broken Iris neck
Mij.d e hunting-field a stained window—a very stainecj
as was remarked at the time—was dedicated.

Henry S. Salt.

COMMUNISM AND FASCISM

innn.h~-Bef°re your correspondent lumps together COl11-

stiUs'n aiul Fascism, let him recall that Communism

~ &S f°r rationality and complete économie and politi-

SFra(lLeitV, equality of women with men, the abolition

stani 1- h'nnf’ oism, the enthronement of science. Fascism
1s Rgainst all these things.
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The eluents that the abstract-rationalist dislikes in
Communism” are not inherent in the system, but are
merely transitional, conditions forced into being by the
fact that the Soviet Union exists in a “ military situa-
tion ” owing to imperialist menace.

Let the objector weigh the concrete facts of the situa-
tion in which a Socialist State (working towards Com-
munism) must find itself in an imperialist world, and
then let him pronounce judgment. Anyone who studies
the movement of Soviet society in the light of its advanc-
ing constitutional changes will be convinced that the
claim made above is no mere propagandist “excuse.”

Jack Lindsay.

IMMORTALITY

Sir,—Mr. Taylor, in your issue for July 18, will no
doubt agree that a struggle for existence implies some sort
of impulse to exist. And if evolution is a universal pro-
cess, that impulse to exist will be present as much in the
inorganic as in the organic world. Natural selection will
operate among molecules, atoms and electrons as well as
among living organisms.

Therg is, moreover, no particular reason why matter
should begin at a certain elementary point. If we could
trace matter back far enough, we plight fimi that it finally
faded away into nothing. Existence may well be con-
tinuous with non-existence.

Survival, apparently, is all that is of importance in the
Universe. The distinctive characteristics of what we call
a living organism, assimiliation and reproduction, must
have been evolved because the}- had survival value.

But how is survival to be measured—by long life, by
security, or by both ? Let us consider long life, and the
possibility of unending life. 1 grant that it would he
somewhat odd for an immortal soul to make a sudden ap-
pearance in one of a series of small gaps; but the im-
probability becomes less if life after death for longer and
longer periods had been gradually acquired by a line of
ancestors.

I am not, of eotirSe, advancing a serious argument for
an immortal soul. | am merely indicating the slight
possibility that Nature, for all we know, may be aiming
at immortality under other than material conditions.

R. A. Hanlon.

“ POISONOUS” FICTION

Sir,—Mr. C. S. Fvaser is always interesting in his con-
tributions to your columns, but 1 would respectfully sug-
gest that his article this week is very wide of the mark.
If a Freethinker cannot admire the writings of the great
artists of the past and present—the Brontes, Dickens,
Thackeray, Scott, R. 1. Stevenson, Hardy, Eden [Ilrill-
potts, the Powys Brotherhood, Il. O. Wells, Aldous Hux-
ley, and all the rest—he should not fall into the error of
accusing all who do so from being mental dope-fiends.

And even purely entertaining fiction—the work of such
writers as Dorothy L. Sayers or P. (5. Wodehouse—does
it not do its part in giving jseople healthy relief from the
trials and tribulations of the modern world? If one
brooded Q11 the troubles and injustices of existence, on the
prospects of war, on the horrors of dictatorial regimes,
and all the other dreadful possibilities that loom on the
not too distant horizon, one would go mad. As a writer
who has endeavoured to give readers entertainment value,
llesent Mr.#raser’s suggestion that all 1 have been doing
is acting as a kind of mental opium-peddler. Would Mr.
Fraser apply the same criticism to Leslie Henson, Tom
Walls, Ralph Lynn, William I'owyll, Myrna L<y, and
other outstanding actors of stage and screen? To be
logical he should do so, and should denounce, in the
strongest terms he can command, the works of Shake-
speare, Milton, Swift, Defoe, Fielding, Goldsmith, Sheri-
dan, and others—in short, should destroy nine-tenths of
wliat is finest in all the grand heritage of English litera-
ture.

John Rowland.
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THE MEANING OF THE WORD “ GOD ”

Sir,—In your issue of July 25, your leading article has
some remarks on “ Atheism,” with which |, to some ex-
tent, disagree. May |, therefore, be allowed to express
my own views on the subject ?

In the ancient world the word “God ” was applied to
the stars in the heavens. In Egyptian mythology the
sky above us was regarded as the cosmic ocean through
which the gods passed daily in their boats. These gods
were obviously highly intelligent beings, as they kept
better time than any mere man was able to do. On one
occasion a mass of meteorites passed through the cosmic
ocean and was called the “ Leviathan ” or the great fish.
This fish swallowed up Jonah, that is Christ the Moon-
god, but after three days Christ was seen to rise again
from the dead. In the mythologies of other races of man-
kind the sky was assumed to consist wholly of air and,
consequently, denizens of the sky were drawn with wings
as an indication of their place of residence, that is, they
were celestial and not terrestrial beings. The Devil, a
new star which appeared suddenly out of the blue to man-
kind, is given wings as an ideograph. He was apparently
first seen by the ancestors of the Greeks in the constella-
tion Capicorn, and as he grew bigger and bigger in the
bosom of the She-goat men were quite certain she had
nursed him. From this we find to-day that the Devil has
wings, goat’s horns, a tail and a cloven hoof.

Taking into consideration the ancient meaning of the
word “ God ” | am a Polytheist, as | see the gods every
night. If, however, any one asks me whether | believe
in a deity who pervades all space, who is invisible, who
is without form and mass, who is omnipotent, who
possesses supreme knowledge and intelligence, | can only
give a decided NO as an answer. In this respect | am an
out and out Atheist.

Witu am Clark.

We had to pass the Church of San Marcello, and we
thought we would just look in. It was crowded, ser-
vice was going on, and a young ltalian priest was preach-
ing. “ What,” | thought as | entered, “ a woman
preaching in a Catholic Church!” But it was not a
woman’s voice at all. Its melody had deceived me. It
was a golden voice—wielding a golden language; a voice
such as one hears twice or thrice in a lifetime; a voice
like nothing so much as Sarah Bernhardt’s in its beauti-
ful prime. My companions floated away, as | did, on the
stream of its lovely music. It was not necessary to
understand what was said to be delighted. It was like
listening to a sonata or a “ song without words.” And as
we left, after some ten minutes, we could not help re-
flecting that the Pope had beaten the Congress in the
matter of oratory—at least in placing that special
preacher in a church in the very same street. Yes,
although we fight the Church, and hope to conquer it, we
may yet learn from it how to organize, and how to suit
our propaganda to the indestructible emotions of human
nature. And we fighters in the desert salute those who
will some day enter the Promised Land. They may not
be born yet, but we salute them all the same. We may
never know them; they may never know us. But we
fought for them. We did not battle for tents on sand,
though we had to rest in them. We battled for palaces
of peace and temples of humanity in the land which our
successors shall inherit.—G. IF. Foote
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The Book That Shook The Churches

The Age Of Reason

THOMAS PAINE

With Critical Introduction by CHAPMAN COHEN

or more than Thirty Years Men and Women went to prison to vindicate the right to
publish and circulate this book

This is a complete edition of Paine’s immortal work, and covers, with introduction (44 pages), 250
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This is tho cheapest work ever published in the history of the Freethought Movement. No other
book ever shook the Churches so thoroughly, and its wide circulation to-day will repeat the effect it pro-
duced more than a century ago. It is simple enough for a child and profound enough for a philosopher.
Paine’s book appealed to the people in 1794 ; it appeals to the public to day.
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