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D
and G resford

tl)URlNG discussion in the House of Commons on 
Oresford mine disaster, the Secretary for Mines, 

âPtain Crookshank, in reply to criticism said, “  the 
I Vcrnment can only try to prevent such disasters, 
aj Giere were such things as acts of God.” It is 
in n°St re r̂es^in� ' to find God figuring in a discussion 
:c ' ,le Commons. Once upon a time it was usual, but 

's now confined to such semi-religious things as dis- 
,. ‘t'pns on blasphemy laws, Sunday observance, and 

,si°n of the prayer-book. It appears, of course, 
,( niu‘Hy in the archaic custom of the King delivering 

speech as his own, but that pretence is about as per- 
l:isive as is the daily prayer of the chaplain that the

’Hemp

itself

ers present may be blessed with wisdom and 
After that prayer the House divides 

” ito two parties, one of which tries to prove that
^ s ta n d in g .

miracle has already been accomplished, the otherthis 
t!lat
, ” <Jt even God Almighty can work so mighty a

'̂information i
li must be admitted that the present Government 
Ar i'V1.^ ^ sucfi men as Mr. Baldwin and his pal the 
Bn � ',sfi°P of Canterbury, and Captain Crookshank’s 
<< may have been based on information from 
to • °Ve'"  ^ut no member asked for information as 
v Us source, or even that it might be issued as a 

Paper and be made a subject for discussion. 
H is true that God does take it into his head (if 

S(,'S n.°* blasphemous to suggest that God has anything 
0̂ H d  as a head) to occasionally blow up a mine, the 

,0°k is rather disturbing. It is a source of danger 
111st which none can guard. And if accepted with 

I Us implications, we imagine that insurance com- 
an'es might decline to pay out, and the thoughtful- 
Ss of a lnan for his dependants would come to 

‘ ’Rht. p'or the one circumstance which leads insur- 
87 companies to recognize “  acts of God ”  is the 
' Plosive aspects of God’s activities. They will in-

sUre "gainst, fire or sickness, against the weather, or
Tninst trade fluctuations, but they bar ‘ ‘acts of God.”

God is too incalculable. They resemble the mother 
who says of her very unruly offspring : “  There’s no 
knowing what the varmint is going to do n ext!”

*  *  *

God and the Left Wing
But there is one person in the House of Commons 

who appears to have more precise information about 
God’s actions than has the Secretary for Mines. This 
is Sir Stafford Cripps. He did not suggest an enquiry 
by way of considering the possibility of Captain 
Crookshank being right; lie did not ask what authority 
the Captain had for his statement. Neither did he 
suggest that if the statement made was correct, the 
Government should consider breaking off diplomatic 
relations as expressed in the presence of a chaplain 
in the House, the maintenance of blasphemy laws, 
Sunday laws, etc., until an apology was made for 
such conduct. He simply said, plainly and categoric­
ally, “  God doesn’t make explosions.”  To be quite 
just to both parties it must be pointed out that Sir 
Stafford Cripps was as uncommunicative as Captain 
Crookshank concerning the source of his information. 
He did not say whether it was the Left Wing of the 
Labour Party that had decided that while God might 
do a deal of blowing up in other directions, he did 
not make explosions in mines. Neither did he say 
that his informant was Mr. Lansbury, whose God is a 
very amiable kind of a party, or Sir Thomas Inskip, 
whose God would he inclined to blow up anything if 
he found people attending cinemas on Sunday instead 
of going to Church. Sir Stafford denied God’s des­
tructive activities in explosions. He left it an open 
question whether he might not send storms and the 
Bench of Bishops, measles and Methodists, epidemics 
and Archbishops. He simply drew the line at ex­
plosions. Sir Stafford Cripps evidently thinks there 
are limits, even for God Almighty.

*  *  *

A Puzzling Situation
So far so good. But of the two witnesses cited, 

one is too uncertain and the ether is too negative for a 
decisive judgment to be passed. The way is opened for 
no effective course of action, in fact it suggests some 
danger in doing anything at all, and sounds as though 
action may actually involve danger. When the
Government failed to please Mussolini in one direction 
lie at once began to operate in another. We would 
not satisfy him in Abyssinia, so' he tried a move against 
us in the Mediterranean. And it is just possible that 
if we were to take adequate precautions against God 
blowing up mines, he might get level with 11s in other 
directions where we were not so much upon our 
guard. It will lie remembered that Hamlet sneered 
at politicians who would outwit God, and Captain 
Crookshank is well-advised in being very cautious that 
in deciding on the question of the Gresford explosions 
he does not commit the blunder against which Ham­
let warned him arid his kind. Moreover, it is often
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receive the education which it would have been the 
dream of Ferrer to give them. By this immense edu- 
ational effort, they are showing as Ferrer had pointed 
out, that to destroy was useless, unless one could create 
the real constructors of a future society.

ME. B.
(Reprinted with permission from “  Spain and 
the World,”  Friday, February 19, 1937.)

Nature Notes of a Freethinker

as they always do, trust to luck. If a house " aS 
plundered, raw material was always available for a ne" 
one. On Hampstead Heath, I found a wren’s nest near 
to the leg of one of the seats. In some remote past, 
and bird may have been friends, but until birds h*v* 
better reasons for trust, 1 hope they will remain shy aI1̂  
keep at arm’s length and more. Fanciful, yet hoping 
were true, � remember four lines by Eden Phillpotts 
wlio has probably forgotten them : —

When Adam and his lady fell 
From out their arboreal dell,
The robin said, “  I’m coming too, 
Because I only sing for you.”

And lastly came cold February, sitting 
I11 an old wagon, for he could not ride,
Drawne of two fishes, for the season fitting,
Which through the flood before did softly slyde 
And swim away : yet had he by his side 
His plough and hamesse fit to till the ground,
And tools to prune the trees, before the pride 
Of hasting Prime did make them burgein round,
So past the twelve Months forth, and their due places found.

Spenser.

0 ��� � �) � and frost, saffron skies in the morning melting 
into opal in the east, twilights with delicate backgrounds 
of pale purple to the lean and scranny fingers of the tree 
branches impotently clawing the air and, on the sixteenth 
of January, in the afternoon, at five o’clock, Venus was 
hanging like a diamond pendant below the first quarter 
of the moon. The high winds, in our time, as in Spen­
ser’s, have heaved and sighed and moaned through the 
huge leafless boughs of oak and elm, hissed through the 
evergreen leaves of holly and sobbed far away in the 
valley after leaving in their train broken branches—  
nature’s rough way of pruning. This wind music, now 
for some unknown reason more delightful to me than an 
orchestral performance, plays no tricks with the emotions 
like the artificial kinds. I11 some remote way it reminds 
me of time and my own place in eternity. Over the 
swollen ponds the feet of the wind pass dimpling the 
grey waters, twitching at tufts it seems, as though the 
gracefully bent rushes have moved to acknowledge the 
harbingers of storm. Purifier and strengthener, good 
health from the west, the wind, as a fact whose effects 
only can be seen, wings its flight over England maybe to 
fall in the North Sea or Siberia. As free as the wind? 
There is gentle irony in this familiar expression. Boreas 
has a master, although he will not say “  by your leave ” 
to uproot a tree of two hundred years’ growth, or level a 
chimney, or take the roof off a chicken house, or dislocate 
the parachute from a woolley-headed dandelion the master 
of Boreas has a master too, but does it matter ? The pink 
cheeks of children, through the energising ozone, cancel 
all curiosity which takes us into the roundabout of ad 
infinitum.

The thrush, who sings his song twice over, as Browning 
tells 11s, gives tantalizing advice. W hilst I mend a 
fence, plant a tree or put the sickle through some 
of last year’s useless growth, he calls, ‘ ‘('live it up! (live 
it u p !”  And then, afraid that his advice has been taken, 
hurriedly he sings “  .Stick to it! Stick to i t ! ”  And the 
worker concludes that the song simply means a marking 
out of bird territory on which to bring up his young. At 
least, I believe that bird-song is not for man, although 
he cannot but delight in it. Further, man has done 
nothing to merit music from the feathered spirits of woods 
and meadows, who have leisure to adorn a spray with 
their presence, and add grace and beauty to it by a cas­
cade of wonderful notes from a tiny' throat. But there is 
something strange about the liking of birds for proximity 
to man. I had the free run of the lands on a large farm, 
and 1 thought that I should find something wonderful and 
exciting, but nothing more came to me than a wood­
pecker’s nest in an ash tree about a mile from a main 
road. I flushed a heron in the marshes, but on the road­
side, at intervals noisy w ith . mechanical traffic, or the 
friendly clatter of horses’ hoofs, the robin, blackbird, 
whitethroat, hedgesparrow and yellow hammer preferred 
to build their tin-mortgaged houses themselves, and do

And now, having worn blisters on my hands with p'‘û . 
ing trees to make up for some of those slaughtered ^ 
heartless wretches, hewed wotxl, and carried water, 1 a 
going to sit in an easy chair, smoke and let W illi"111 ~ 
bett write the following paragraph for me. You will b ’ 
his style, and, whimsical or not, the idea of this wonder ' 
old man as being a breath of vigorous fresh air in a l'"' ■ 
world appeals to me :—

I will not, with Lord Bacon, praise pursuits like theŝ  
because “  God Almighty first planted a garden 
with Cowley, because “ a Garden is like Heaven > ^
with Addison, because “  a Garden was the habitation 
our first parents before their fa ll” ; all which is ratlM 
far-fetched, and puts one in mind of the dispute betwe 
the gardeners and the tailors, as to the antiquity of the 
respective callings; the former contending that the P'3' 
ing of the garden took place before the sewing °1 1 ', 
fig-leaves together; and the latter contending that the 
was no gardening at all till Adam was expelled, and c0’ 
pelled to work; but, that the sewing was a real alld  ̂
fide act of tailoring. This, to be sure, is vulgar � ” 
grovelling work; but who can blame such persons 'v11 
they have Lord Bacon to furnish them with a precede"
I like, a good deal better than these writers, Sir Wifi'" 
Temple, who, while he was a man of the soundest 1""*? 
ment, employed in some of the greatest concerns of 
country, so ardently and yet so rationally and unaffected  ̂
praises the pursuits of gardening, in which he deligh 
from his youth to his old age; and of his taste in "1" 
he gave such delightful proofs in those gardens alU 
grounds at Moor Park in Surrey, beneath the turf of 01 
spot of which he caused, by his will, his heart t° 
buried, and which spot, together with all the rest of t 
beautiful arrangement, has been torn about and J1 _ 
figured within the last fifty years by a succession of W" j 
merchants, spirit-merchants, West Indians, and . 
knows what besides : I like a great deal better the se"  ̂
meats of this really wise and excellent man; but 1 k)(l 
still further as to effects.

And what those effects are may be found recorded 1,1 
Cobbett’s English Gardener.

� ����.�) � � ** �5$

Acid Drops

The Lord moves in mysterious ways, etc., and nui"? 
people have been blaming our Government, and 
Government has been blaming other Governments, \vh” 
other Governments have blamed ours for the armatnc" 
race. Now it turns out that it was all part of the I.ord? 
plan to provide work for the people of Sheffield. For ' ' L 
see that the Vicar of Attercliffe held a special thank?' 
giving to God for his having provided work for the ste"1' 
workers of Sheffield. All the Governments stai" 
acquitted. They were mere pawns in the hands of pro'1' 
deuce.

Yet it seems a very roundabout way of getting to work 
even for God Almighty, who has for long severely tax1-'1' 
the powers of his followers to invent excuses for his co"' 
duct. He might have revived one of his old tricks a"1 
rained food from heaven, or he might have instigated a 
furore for knives or scissors, or have suddenly dissipated 
into dust a lot of steel objects, and so created a denial"' 
for more. We admit that making big guns is more spec' 
tacular than making articles for domestic purposes, a'"' 
if we are to thank God for getting us out of trouble it >?
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panic is dissipated, to make a myth out of him. To 
do this it is necessary to distort again, but in a 
different direction. For instance, stress is laid on the 
least integral elements of a man’s thought, or it is 
gently hut persistently insinuated that he was well-in­
tentioned but unpractical, a dreamer, and so on. The 
weaker side is belauded and so much brought to the 
fore that it tends to overshadow all the rest of the 
man, all that was most vital and profound in him.

The classic example of this process is Shelley. 
Everything that was concrete and direct and passion­
ate in Shelley has been hidden away. All that was 
abstract and futile has been so much emphasized, that 
for one person who realizes the real content of his 
work, ten thousand find him an “ ineffectual angel.”

It is diabolically clever, this method. For, of 
course, there was a large streak of ineffectuality in 
Shelley, which provides material for much interesting 
historical and psychological analysis. But there was 
also a genuine element of practicality and concrete 
vision. At all costs the author of such poems as the 
address to the Men of England had to be turned into 
a schoolgirl’s favourite.

A  notable example of what can be done in the way 
of distortion is to be found in the case of William 
Morris. Since lie was so dangerously clear-sighted in 
his views on society, and in the advice he gave to the 
working-class, it was necessary to make him out a 
vague medievalist dreaming of' handcrafts. Of course, 
here again, there was a streak of truth. But this 
streak is so enlarged that it completely covers up a 
much more important truth in the man. Morris was 
the greatest English social thinker of his century. In 
his later years he took an important part in Socialist 
organization, and there is no man to whom the epithet 
of vague less applies. He prophesied the advent of Fas­
cism as an inevitable condition of the break-up of 
Imperialism. That fact alone is enough to knock on the 
head the idea of the medieval dreamer. He ceaselessly 
warned the workers that they must build up their 
revolutionary defence if they hoped to maintain social 
progress, that they must be always ready to meet vio­
lence with violence or there was no hope for the world.

He hailed in the Paris Commune the “  foundation 
Stone of the new world that is to be.”  (In this he 
companioned Marx.) He denounced Imperialism root 
and branch, and was perfectly aware of the conse­
quences of England’s parasitic leeching of the East. 
He knew from his perception of history and his know­
ledge of the middle-class from which he came, that 
the upper and middle-classes were capable of every 
possible vileuess and bestiality in defence of “  order ”  
(that is, profits'; and again and again he pointed out 
that a class which was capable of such infinite Im­
perialist cruelty would not hesitate for a moment in 
unleashing every form of oppression and torture when 
once their stability was threatened by the inevitable 
decline of markets as Imperialism developed.

How many people have read these writings of his, 
or are even aware that they exist? Every facility is 
given to thc.se who wish to read his early medievalist 
verses (some of which are splendid of their kind), and 
all the biographies emphasize the craftsman in him, 
and deprecate the “  unpractical ”  “ idealism ” of his 
later years, when he became a complete and clear-eyed 
Materialist.

The climax was reached when Mr. Stanley Baldwin 
gave a speech on Morris's centenary. � his was the 
official culmination of the myth. Nothing of the vital 
Morris was left. Instead a wraith was admitted into 
the ‘ ‘English tradition” - a fantastic creature whom 
Air. Baldwin welcomed as a true b.nglishman, ap­
parently because he liked eating raw onions. For, 
you see, the eating of raw onions is the “  real man.” 
The cause for which Morris laboured so selflessly, so

untiringly, the cause for which he would have bee® 
ready to die, that, of course, was only a side-line, 
a little bit of artistic fatuity which one can forgive tie 
“  rtal man ”  who is a brother of Mr. Baldwin.
Morris denounced everything for which Mr. Baidu'" 
stands as unfathomably base and evil, that he co" 
sidered the whole of Capitalism, and in patticU 
British Imperialism, to be something so uttu ) 
horrible that no man could even touch it without be"'.-. 
defiled, that is of no significance.• . . TV/Tr*

Yet it would doubtless be incorrect to accuse 
Baldwin of conscious hypocrisy in this matter, n  1!j 
easy to exaggerate the literacy of our ruling class, a" 
Air. Baldwin no doubt quite believed in the uivt��
which he was sealing.

It may be mentioned that after R. Page Ar®° 
wrote a pamphlet which vigorously exposed the 
that Morris had been edited-—everything outspoke" 
being' omitted as “  ephemeral ” — an edition of 
Socialist writings has been produced at an extreme y 
high price, mixed up with other writings.

These remarks are a preface to what I wish to 
about Thomas Paine. He is one of the very 'e" 
figures who have never been successfully deodorise 
and brought into the ‘ ‘tradition.”  The way that l�"� �
life and work had resisted this normal distortion is "" 
outstanding tribute to the pellucid integrity of the"' 
both. But with such examples as Shelley and Bisk'- 
before us, we know that the rendering-harmless � �
revolutionary types is an art in which the reactionary''’ 
excel. (For instance, the French extreme right hav" 
new praised the Paris Communards for “ patriotism-

@� � * � � �� � ) � � �

(To be concluded)
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III.

� �%� ��B � seems mere difficult than putting doW" 
clearly and unequivocally exactly what is meant Rv 
such words as “  matter ”  “  force,”  “  mind,”  a"c 
“  soul.” 'l'lie slightest slip made by an uncomproi"' 
ising Materialist on these questions is seized upon b> 
the Idealist or the Christian, and made, if possible, 
look the veriest nonsense. As �  have already i"^1' 
cated, Buchner over and over again showed his dislik" 
for the word “  Materialism,”  not because it did ®ot 
fairly represent his views, but because his opponent 
insisted on giving it meanings which not even " 
“ crude” Materialist would agree to. In the book 
of essays translated under the title of Last Words 011�
Materialism, Buchner says : —

The equivocal term ‘ Materialism ”  is an entire!) 
incorrect, because much too narrow, title *°l 
the system of natural and moral philosophy, wli'c  ̂
has been erected on the enormous progress of scie"CL 
in the last century and the great principle of evo*"' 
tion, and to the foundation of which my Force O’" 
Matter gave the first impulse. No one who *“ 
acquainted with the later editions of that work, t’,i 
with my subsequent writings on the subject would 
confuse this philosophy with the system that gem-’'" 
ally goes by the name of “  Materialism.”  The ex­
treme vagueness of the term is sufficient of itself b1 
prevent this. . . . My impression of each of the 
authors [of anti-Materialistic books] is that he has a 
different idea of his much-dreaded antagonist. • ■ ' 
On this creature of his fancy he forthwith expand" 
his utmost energy. . . . Then he affirms he lias do"" 
to death the wicked Materialist over and over agai" >
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The Book That Shook The Churches

���� � ��� ��� ����	�

THOMAS PAINE

With Critical Introduction by CH APM AN COHEN

For more than Thirty Years Men and Women went to prison to vindicate the right to
publish and circulate this book

This is a complete edition of Paine’s immortal work, and covers, with introduction (44 pages), 250 
pages of close type, well printed on good paper with portrait cover. Price 4d., postage 2jd., or stroDgly 
bound in cloth with portrait on plate paper, is. 6d., postage 3d.

This is the cheapest work ever published in the history of the Freethought Movement. No other 
book ever shook the Churches so thoroughly, and its wide circulation to-day will repeat the effect it pro­
duced more than a century ago. It is simple enough for a child and profound enough for a philosopher. 
Paine's book appealed to the people in 1794 ; it appeals to the public to day.
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^  ____

| Footsteps of the Past j
i ,Y i
1 J. M. WHEELER \
I Price 3s. 6d. Postage 3d. |

h aii ■ _!, ■ nwu L.irf

j Infidel Death-Beds j
. v  j

G. W. Foote and A. D. McLaren j
| Price 23. Postage 3d. j

w ___  , _____

Historical Jesus and the Mythical 
Christ

GERALD MASSEY
} Price 6d. Postage id.

____  _______________

Paganism in Christian Festivals j

�� ��� �
J. M. WHEELER

t Price is. P o s t a g e  i i d .  :
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Special Offer to New Readers

TH E “ F R E E T H IN K E R ”

is published every Thursday, and may be ordered direct 
from the publishing office at the following rates : 
One Year, 15s.; Six Months, 7s. 6d.; Three Months 
3s. gd.

Until March 31, 1937, a year’s subscription will en­
title the sender to a selection of five sliillingsworth of 
Pioneer Press publications, provided that he is not 
already a subscriber. This offer applies to new sub­
scribers only.

The Freethinker is indispensable to anyone who wishes 
to keep in touch with the Freethought movement in this 
country, or to the fearless and uncompromising criti­
cisms of religious belief.

To the � ������ � � ��)) �� 61 Farringdon Street, London. 
E.C.4.

Please send me the Freethinker for one year, fct 
which I enclose 15s. Send me also the following publi­
cations to the value of 5s. free of cost and carriage. I 
im not already a subscriber to the Freethinker.

Name .................................................................

Address ..................................................................

The Pioneer Pregi, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
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What is the Use of a Future Life P Good God ! The Devil. Piety and 

Persecution. The Priest and the Child. Blasphemy. What is FreethoughtP 

Giving ’em Hell Is There a God? Does God Care? Etc, Etc.
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